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Deny zoning change for Eden Oak 
 
Recently a couple of terrific letters were published concerning the deleterious 
effect of the proposed Eden Oak development. The main environmental issues 
are wetland loss, declining water quality, the potential threat to endangered 
species from mangrove destruction and dredging, and the loss of defense from 
storms. Each one of these issues alone should prohibit this proposed 
development, yet there is still the possibility for it to happen. I would like to add 
a further point of objection to this proposed development, and that is the impact 
on our infrastructure and potential problems with hurricane evacuation. The 
current neighborhood was originally developed in the late ‘60s-early ‘70s, so the 
addition of 55 homes would be significant. Further-more there is only one two-
lane road for traffic going in/out, so additional homes with additional cars would 
certainly slow down what is an already dangerously difficult hurricane 
evacuation. 
The Eden Oak project asked for a rezoning of 300+ acres from Agricultural to 
Residential. It has taken at least eight years, possibly more, for this Rezoning to 
finally reach the review stage with the Lee County Hearing Examiner on July 12, 
2022, due to many, many delays on the part of Eden Oak. We, the public, had 
our time to make ourselves heard during the allotted period we were given. We 
are now prohibited from contacting the hearing examiner or Lee County 
commissioners about Eden Oak while this review process is underway. Our only 
recourse is to make ourselves heard through the media. For this reason I write to 
express my hope that the hearing examiner and then the Lee County 
commissioners follow the advice of their staff in their recommendation to deny 
the zoning change for Eden Oak. 
Mary Tracy Sigman, Fort Myers 
 


