
Wednesday Update
June 2, 2021

Welcome to the bi-weekly
Wednesday Update. We'll email the
next issue on June 16.

We appreciate your interest in
SCCF's mission to protect and care
for Southwest Florida's coastal
ecosystems.

Thanks to Lisa Bramm for this
photo of an osprey (Pandion haliaetus). Look closely to see the fish in its talons.

DO YOU HAVE WILDLIFE PHOTOS TO SHARE?

Please send your photos to info@sccf.org to be featured in an upcoming issue.

Leaders Unite on New Schedule for Lake O Releases

Environmental organizations and community leaders from across Florida—including west,
east and south of Lake Okeechobee—are calling on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
seize the once-in-a-decade opportunity provided by the re-write of Lake Okeechobee’s
regulation schedule to pick a balanced plan that sends more water south and ends the
abuse of estuaries on Florida’s east and west coasts.

"For far too long, our estuaries have been the relief valve for the entire water
management system. The new lake regulation schedule must be equitable for all
stakeholders," said Environmental Policy Director James Evans.

http://www.sccf.org/our-work/wednesday-update
https://www.tellyawards.com/winners/2021/social-video/general-not-for-profit
https://youtu.be/hLiPiLwdAsw


"By sending more water south to the Everglades and Florida Bay we can rehydrate
the Everglades and reduce the damaging discharges to the northern estuaries."

At two press conferences on either side of Lake Okeechobee yesterday, leaders marked a
major milestone in the future equity of water quality in South Florida. At left, at the lock (S-
77) on the Caloosahatchee at Moore Haven and, at right, at the lock (S-308) on the St.
Lucie at Port Mayaca, the united front announced a letter with a clear message that was
sent to Colonel Andrew Kelly.

The letter stated:

“As the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers defines the parameters for a new operational
schedule for Lake Okeechobee between now and July 2021, [we] urge you to adopt a
more equitable operational plan that strives to send the maximum amount of water to the
Everglades, Everglades National Park, and Florida Bay during the dry season and
eliminate harmful discharges to the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries and the Lake
Worth Lagoon.

This water belongs to all Floridians, and optimizing freshwater flows during the dry season
will expedite restoration benefits, aid in conservation efforts on federal lands, and protect
the largest constituencies and economies in the watershed.”

Organizations and community leaders that signed the letter include Congressman Brian
Mast, Congressman Byron Donalds, SCCF, Captains For Clean Water, The Everglades
Foundation, Friends of the Everglades, Conservancy of Southwest Florida, Florida
Oceanographic Society, and Florida Bay Forever.  

"It will be incumbent upon the Corps to balance all of the needs of the system,
including water supply and flood control, to ensure that both the heartland and the
coastal communities can thrive under the new plan," said Evans.
 
CLICK HERE to read the letter.

READ MORE

Sea Turtle Nests Top 230 as Peak Season Kicks In

June is peak nesting season for sea turtles, so
this is an exciting month for the SCCF Sea
Turtle Program as it monitors nests and
addresses a few on-the-ground projects.

Our Captiva team came across this beautiful
loggerhead (Caretta caretta) as she was laying
her eggs at sunrise today. 

SCCF Sea Turtle Program staff are relocating
nests on Captiva in preparation for the
upcoming beach renourishment project by the
CEPD (Captiva Erosion Prevention District). All existing nests within the project area will
have hatched prior to mobilization at the end of July. 

Photo above by Sea Turtle Technician Megan Reed

SCCF is operating under a permit issued by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission to do this work, and “the team’s highest priority is limiting the impacts of
moving the eggs by minimizing the number of nests that need to be moved and the
distance they are transported,” said Sea Turtle Program Coordinator Kelly Sloan.

Although sea turtle nesting activity is rarely reported on the Sanibel Causeway Islands,
SCCF has been contracted to monitor Island B daily to document and relocate nests
before construction begins on that island on August 1.

http://www.sccf.org/downloadable-files/60b64a2dfe0e2ff44fe85777.pdf
http://www.sccf.org/news/blog/leaders-unite-to-call-on-corps-to-send-water-south


Additionally, SCCF is launching a new research project to study the impacts of sand
quality on nest temperature, moisture, and how the water moves through the sand
surrounding the nest. “The results of this multiyear project will help SCCF identify the
incubation conditions that support high hatching success,” Sloan explained.

Three new interns joined the team to help with
our monitoring, relocation, and research efforts.
Emily Skinner, Taylor Lawrence, and Malina
Baker arrived last week and have already been
a tremendous help! Taylor and Malina (L to R)
are pictured here during a recent training
session on the beach.

SCCF’s team has recorded 228 loggerhead
nests and three green sea turtle (Chelonia
mydas) nests as of June 2. There appears to
be a high proportion of returning turtles nesting
on Sanibel.

Sixty-three percent of the turtles have been
previously tagged by SCCF’s team. “Having

this many recaptures provides great information, such as how often turtles are nesting,
seasonal variations in nest site selection, and growth rates,” Sloan said.

If you come upon a female during this peak period of nesting season, please be sure to
keep your distance, be quiet, don't use a flashlight or any white light, and peacefully enjoy
the rare moment.

Please help us protect and care for our sea turtles! Visit SanCapLifeSavers.org to
learn how.

ADOPT A SEA TURTLE NEST

Red Tide Counts Down as
Wildlife Still Showing Distress

As a patchy bloom of the red tide organism,
Karenia brevis, persists in Southwest Florida,
marine and coastal wildlife are still feeling the
effects.

In the past week, the Clinic for the
Rehabilitation of Wildlife (CROW) has
reported admitting five patients suspected of
red tide brevetoxin distress, while SCCF has
documented two deceased loggerhead
(Caretta caretta) sea turtles—one in Pine
Island Sound and the other on Sanibel Island.

CROW reports it is still caring for one anhinga (Anhinga anhinga), a laughing gull
(Leucophaeus atricilla), and osprey (P. haliaetus), while two other shorebirds (an anhinga
and a laughing gull) have died. The causes of death for the loggerheads cannot be
officially determined without a necropsy. 

Over the past week, K. brevis was detected with bloom concentrations (>100,000
cells/liter) observed in one sample from Manatee County, one sample from Lee County,
and five samples from Collier County. In Southwest Florida over the past week, K. brevis
was observed at background to low concentrations in Charlotte County, background to
medium concentrations in Lee County, and low to high concentrations in Collier County. 

https://sancaplifesavers.org/
https://donorbox.org/sccf-sea-turtle-nest


Click the button below to learn more about red tide and how to track it.

RED TIDE RESOURCES

Shorebird Team Protects
Nests Over Holiday Weekend

SCCF staff and volunteers spent the busy
holiday weekend watching over beach-
nesting birds. Some nesting enclosures
were expanded to provide an additional
safety buffer.

There were large crowds of people,
though no violations were observed, and
the islands’ four snowy plover

(Charadrius nivosus) nests survived the weekend.

Other shorebird updates:

The 2020 Sanibel snowy plover fledgling “White/Black,” pictured above, spent the winter
on Outback Key near Fort DeSoto then returned to Sanibel for several weeks. It seemed
as though he had found a mate and might nest, when he suddenly appeared on Outback
Key again on May 23. 

“We were even more surprised when he arrived back on Sanibel the following day,” said
Shorebird Biologist Audrey Albrecht. “Since then, he has been seen at Bowman's Beach,
the East End of Sanibel, and Fort Myers Beach.” 

The 2020 Sanibel snowy plover fledgling
“Blue/Black” spent the winter on
Caladesi Island and returned to Sanibel
last month. 

“Like White/Black, we thought he might
try to nest here,” Albrecht said. On May
19, he was observed by state park staff
back on Caledesi Island. “However, on
May 27, Blue/Black surprised us all and
was found hanging out alone at
Bowman's Beach. “

The Wilson's plover (Charadrius
wilsonia) nest hatched last week on the West End of Sanibel. Look closely at this photo to
see the chicks.

If you see a shorebird nest that has not yet been roped off, please contact the SCCF
Shorebird staff right away via Shorebirds@sccf.org.

Photo by Shorebird Intern Aaron White

Periwinkle Wetlands Restoration
Project Begins Next Week

Next week, SCCF will begin the preliminary
steps of a multi-phase restoration project on
the newly acquired Periwinkle Wetlands

http://www.sccf.org/water-quality/red-tide-resources


Preserve. 

“We are grateful that we were able to acquire
these key 12-plus acres and we ask the public
to please understand that we must clear the
land of exotics before we can restore it,” said
SCCF CEO Ryan Orgera. “Since it’s right on
Perwinkle Way and highly visible, we want to
explain the process so a return to a diverse,
natural habitat is well understood.”

Land Clearing Phase

Over the next several months, contractors will
be conducting the land clearing phase, which
will include the removal and eradication of
dense stands of large, invasive exotic trees.
The work will be overseen by SCCF Habitat
Management staff and vegetation debris will be
mulched on-site. 

In addition to the tree removal, SCCF staff will be conducting selective herbicide
treatments to manage invasive exotic vines, groundcovers, and grasses. Habitat
Management also will begin to revegetate many areas throughout the property and
construct hiking trails.

SCCF wants island residents and passersby to understand what is happening at the site
as it begins to unfold. 

“As the initial land clearing portion progresses, the conversion from densely vegetated to
nearly barren land can often seem destructive and a shock to the senses. However, as the
planting stage begins to take root, the landscape rapidly transitions back to a diverse,
natural habitat,” explained Wildlife & Habitat Management Director Chris Lechowicz.

Removing exotic plants — which lack any native predators or pests to keep them in check
— is key to successful restoration. 

“Invasive species can become dominant, rapidly displacing native plant communities and
resulting in the loss of key habitats for migratory and resident bird populations as well as
other animal species found throughout Sanibel Island,” Lechowicz said. Restoring land to
its historic natural state reinforces SCCF’s rich history of conservation and its core mission
“to protect and care for Southwest Florida's coastal ecosystems.”

Lechowicz said the timing of the restoration was planned around nature itself, and a firm
completion date has not been established. 

“Restoration projects often take place over an extended period and many factors
contribute to the time it takes to complete a project,” he said. “As summer approaches,
thunderstorms, seasonal flooding, and hurricanes can delay portions of the restoration.”

Restoration/Improvement Phase

Following the initial preserve restoration, improvements
will be added to the approximately two acres fronting
Periwinkle Way between Purdy and Martha’s Lanes.
These improvements will be open to the public, while the
majority of the preserve acreage will be dedicated for
exclusive use as wildlife habitat.

“The intentional reimagining of this space will connect
visitors to nature and celebrate our shared and historic
role in protecting and nurturing Southwest Florida’s
coastal ecosystems,” said Orgera.



After the exotics are removed, the community space will
be replanted with thriving native landscaping. Inviting and inspiring, it will feature a 1,100-
foot loop walking/biking trail connected to the shared-use path. The trail will take bikers
and walkers through a welcome plaza with a water bottle-filling station and interpretive
panels. 

A lush demonstration marsh with wetlands features will include water-quality education
panels. There will be interpretative gardens with seasonal blooms and a sculpture garden
to encourage thoughtful reflection on the importance of land, water, and wildlife. 

Throughout the restoration process, SCCF Habitat Management staff will routinely
conduct inspections for the reintroduction of invasive, exotic species to ensure it is a
diverse, healthy ecosystem. 

“The Periwinkle Wetlands Preserve restoration project is essentially revitalizing
characteristics of Sanibel’s historic ecosystems,” Orgera said, “while inviting in the
public to learn more about Sanibel’s environment and to contemplate its beauty.”

Marine Lab/FGCU Resume
Oyster Spat Research
The SCCF Marine Lab has been teaming
up with two Florida Gulf Coast University
(FGCU) professors to continue research
on oysters in the region.

The goal is to study larval transport,
distribution, and settlement, which are key
components of oyster reef restoration.

Pictured here is Melissa May, an assistant marine biology professor, as she collects bivalve
larvae.

To reproduce, oysters spawn tiny larvae that move through the water and settle on a
surface. The source of larvae and their eventual fate in the bay can help prioritize areas for
future restoration projects. SCCF has established sites for collecting data on oyster spat
(juvenile) settlement along the salinity gradient. Sampling is conducted during the oyster
spawning season, which is from May to November, and field expeditions will occur at two-
week intervals.

FGCU Associate Marine Science Professor Felix Jose,
Ph.D., has developed a 3D hydrodynamic model that
predicts tidal currents, and the influences of the
Caloosahatchee River flows.

The model is coupled with an oyster larval transport
model which can predict the movement and distribution
of larvae.
 
Assistant Professor Melissa May uses molecular
techniques (including DNA and RNA) to study mollusk
and bivalve physiology. She is developing DNA-based
markers to distinguish oyster larvae from other bivalve
larvae.

Oyster shells are hung from PVC to determine the number of oyster spat (juveniles) that settle in a
two-week period.

Several undergraduate students are also assisting and learning about how to conduct
marine biology research focused on restoring water quality in our region.



Healthy oyster populations and seagrass beds are vital to the health of estuarine
ecosystems. Excessive freshwater discharges from Lake Okeechobee and the
Calooshatchee watershed have resulted in declines of these critical habitats.

Renewable Energy
Working Group Seeks to
Make Sanibel a Model in
Climate Policy

By Luke Miller
Environmental Policy Intern 

On May 21, Lee County Climate Reality Chapter co-founder Bob Moore and SCCF
Environmental Policy Director James Evans hosted the first meeting of a new Renewable
Energy Working Group. The group brought together an impressive collection of local civic
leaders, businesspeople, climate activists, and educators to discuss opportunities to
address climate change through local renewable energy policies.
 
“The aim of this group is to make Sanibel a model for climate policy, similar to the way the
Sanibel Plan has been a model for sustainable community development,” said Evans. 

By collaborating with a group of local leaders in the fields of renewable energy,
conservation, water quality, and business, we aim to educate and engage our
communities on cost-effective energy policy with the focus of establishing greater climate
resiliency. “We want to encourage the transition to renewable energy sources, such as
solar and wind energy, in order to lessen our impact on rising global temperatures and sea
levels,” said Moore.

The group’s renewable energy plan brings many benefits to the Sanibel community. Their
work will focus on viable solutions to reducing greenhouse gases, economic benefits of
renewable energy, reducing energy costs to businesses, municipalities, and residents,
and mitigating long-term impacts and costs of the accelerating effects of climate change
such as sea level rise, increased storm intensity, and impacts on water quality. 

Climate change is a multifaceted problem that will require solutions from various
disciplines. The group is starting at the local level with its focus on Sanibel, but the hope is
that over time it will drive progress on the regional, state, and national levels by
highlighting Sanibel’s success as a model community. 

In addition, the group will work closely with members of the Southwest Florida Regional
Resiliency Compact in their ongoing efforts to make Southwest Florida more resilient to
the effects of climate change and sea level rise. 

“By combining efforts across Charlotte, Lee, and Collier counties, we will be able to
capitalize on the expertise of Compact members and educate a wider range of
communities throughout the region,” added Evans.

Urge Gov. DeSantis to sign Partial Repeal of M-CORES

Thank you for continuing to work with us to
oppose the Multi-use Corridors of Regional
Economic Significance (M-CORES) Toll
Roads Project. Your efforts are helping to
save some of Florida’s most important and
valuable wetlands and wildlife habitats. 

The Florida Department of Transportation
received overwhelming opposition to the



new toll roads, with 93% of the 9,886
public comments expressing strong
opposition to the project.  As public
opposition and fiscal reality set in, three
bills were filed this legislative session to
partially or fully eliminate the M-CORES
Toll roads. 

The bill that passed, Senate Bill 100 -
Highway Projects, sponsored by Senator
Harrell, was a partial repeal of the M-
CORES project and instead creates
programs related to retrofitting existing
roadways and adding limited access
alignments at congestion points with targeted improvements along U.S. 19 in North
Central Florida.

While this program still threatens environmentally valuable lands and rural communities in
other parts of the state, the South-Central Corridor from Polk to Collier will be
eliminated with this bill. That is a victory for our southern wetlands, our water quality,
and the Florida panther, which was uniquely threatened by new roads proposed through
its vanishing habitat.
 
Please encourage Governor DeSantis to sign this important legislation by clicking
the TAKE ACTION button below. 

TAKE ACTION NOW

Meet the Natives:
Jamaica Dogwood

Jamaica dogwood (Piscidia piscipula)
is a fast-growing shade tree that is
very showy this time of year. Its white-
to-pink flowers, while small
individually, create clusters that
provide a striking splash of color. 

The Jamaica dogwood’s flowers are
followed by papery, brown seed pods
that are winged, lending an interesting
look. This tree is deciduous: Prior to
blooming, it tends to drop most of its
leaves.

Jamaica dogwood is also known as
the fish poison or fish fuddle tree
because it has been used to stun fish.
Though it is illegal today, an extract
from the leaves and bark were placed
in the water, slowing down the fishing
target and making them easier to
catch. 

This tree is also a larval host plant for the hammock skipper butterfly (Polygonus leo) and
the flowers serve as a great nectar source for bees. This hearty, salt-tolerant tree is
versatile in the landscape, growing in dry to periodically inundated soil, in full sun or partial
shade.

SCCF's Native Landscapes & Garden Center at the Bailey Homestead is open

https://p2a.co/h9eDk6i


Monday through Thursday, 10am to 3pm. We will also continue to offer contactless
deliveries and curbside pickup. Simply place your order online by midnight on
Tuesday for pickup or delivery that Wednesday.

Please email our Garden Center Assistant Sue Ramos at sramos@sccf.org with any
questions or requests.

SCCF members will get their discount by entering this promo code: SCCFMBR10 

SHOP FOR NATIVE PLANTS

Sanibel Sea School
Welcomes Seasonal Staff

Sanibel Sea School is excited to
welcome five summer camp
counselors to the staff roster to
help with summer camp this year.
The team at Sanibel Sea School
will host multiple weeks of camp
beginning on June 7 at two
locations on Sanibel.

Summer camp counselors play an
integral role by keeping campers
safe, leading day groups, and

facilitating memorable ocean experiences for the kids. Summer camp counselors are
typically high school graduates or currently enrolled in college. Many camp counselors
have backgrounds in early childhood education or marine biology, but all have a passion
for working with kids. 

L to R, Alex Polk, Mary Buerer, Hannah Galbreath, Harley Berges, and Jaden Cabrera
(bottom) will join the ranks of the red shirts this summer and are looking forward to being
on the water with kids.

Polk and Cabrera are veteran Sanibel Sea School campers, having grown up in the
program, and are excited to share similar experiences with new campers this summer.
Buerer was slated to be a summer camp counselor last summer before the pandemic.
When summer camp was canceled, she continued through the summer as an education
intern. Galbreath and Berges are brand new to Sanibel Sea School and have strong
interests in environmental conservation and teaching children about the ocean. 

The summer camp staff begins working two weeks prior to camp to undergo extensive
training and preparation. The training kicks off with a weekend course in lifeguarding
before finalizing camp activities, preparing the grounds for the campers’ arrival, and putting
the last-minute touches on each week of camp.

“We love having our staff grow in the summer with the addition of the summer camp
counselors,” said Sanibel Sea School Education Programs Manager Shannon
Stainken. “It is great to have some extra hands on deck, some new energy and
personalities, and more colleagues who are passionate about sharing the ocean
with others.”

The summer camp counselors will work at Sanibel Sea School’s flagship location and at
The Bailey Homestead camps through August.

Ocean Tribe Paddlers Video
Wins Silver Telly Award

https://sccf-native-landscapes-garden-center.square.site/


The Ocean Tribe Paddlers Mission
video has won the Silver Telly Award
for the category Social Video - General
Not for Profit in the 42nd Annual Telly
Awards. 

Funded by a 2020 Marketing Attractions
grant from the Lee County Visitor &
Convention Bureau's Tourist
Development Council, the video was
produced by Tom James of Pelican Media.

It features Lee County as a prime destination for paddlers and highlights the
mission of Sanibel Sea School's Ocean Tribe Paddlers: "to help the Southwest
Florida paddling community better explore, enjoy, and understand the ocean."

The Telly Awards annually showcases the best work created within television and across
video, for all screens. Receiving over 12,000 entries from all 50 states and five continents,
Telly Award winners represent work from some of the most respected advertising
agencies, television stations, production companies and publishers from around the world.

Entrants are judged by The Telly Awards Judging Council—an industry body of over 200
leading experts including advertising agencies, production companies, and major
television networks, reflective of the multi-screen industry.

WATCH VIDEO

Members of the SCCF sea turtle team share
a behind-the-scenes look at what goes into
their year-round efforts to protect and care
for nesting sea turtles and hatchlings.

https://youtu.be/5j9RiQjJEdk
https://www.tellyawards.com/winners/2021/social-video/general-not-for-profit
https://youtu.be/5j9RiQjJEdk


Featuring the record-breaking 2020 nesting season, this video includes interviews with
Coastal Wildlife Director Kelly Sloan, Biologist Jack Brzoza, and Research Associate
Andrew Glinsky. They discuss daily monitoring efforts during nesting season as well as
research projects and data analysis that take place year-round.

Thanks to LCEC for providing the funding for the production of this video by Tom
James of Pelican Media through the Environmental Funding Award!

DONATE TO SCCF

Click here to subscribe to the Wednesday Update and other SCCF mailing lists.

Stay Connected!

     

https://donorbox.org/donate-to-sccf
http://sccf.org/our-work/join-our-mailing-list
https://www.facebook.com/SanibelCaptivaConservationFoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/sccf_swfl/
https://www.youtube.com/user/SCCFSanibelCaptiva

