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SCCF’s Partnership with the Calusa Land Trust
By Erick Lindblad, Executive Director

January 2018

In 2017, SCCF was given 11 acres of beachfront on North Captiva, the 
Miller parcel.  Not too long after that, Executive Director Erick Lindblad 
received a call from John Kendall, President of the Calusa Land Trust, about 
a North Captiva parcel they had been given in 2010.  SCCF and the Calusa 
Land Trust have cooperated in the past to acquire York and Coconut Islands 
(in 1998) and Longcut Preserve (in 2000), all on Pine Island.  All three are 
co-owned by SCCF and CLT.

Since the CLT parcel, 7.75 acres donated by the Eric Flanagan Family, 
was just down the beach from the parcel donated earlier to SCCF, the close 
proximity of both parcels would help streamline the stewardship of both.

SCCF and the Calusa Land Trust celebrated the transference of the Flana-
gan parcel on June 26, 2017.

From left:  SCCF’s Rae Ann Wessel 
and Erick Lindblad with John Kend-
all, President of the Calusa Land Trust, 
at the June 26, 2017 handover of the 
Eric Flanagan Family parcel on North 
Captiva to SCCF’s stewardship.  Photo 
courtesy Breeze Newspapers

Left:  on North Cap, the Miller and Flanagan 
Preserves.  Right below:  York, Coconut and Longcut 
Preserves on Pine Island, co-owned with the Calusa 
Land Trust.Miller Preserve

Eric Flanagan Family 
Preserve

SCCF Member Update

On November 6, SCCF received procla-
mations from both the City of Sanibel and the 
Lee County Board of County Commissioners 
honoring us for 50 years of conservation!

SCCF Honored

SCCF staff with four current Trustees, Mary Ellen Pfeifer, Secretary Linda 
Uhler, Vice President John Morse and President Gwenda Hiett-Clements 
with Sanibel Vice-Mayor Mick Denham standing in for Mayor Kevin Ruane.

SCCF staff and Trustee Robin Krivanek in the 
BOCC chambers with Commissioners Frank 
Manning, Brian Hamman and Larry Kiker.
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Caloosahatchee Update & EAA Reservoir Planning Kicks Off
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resoure Policy Director
Caloosahatchee & Everglades Update

In November SCCF Marine Lab and Policy staff and an Everglades 
Foundation research scientist presented a Caloosahatchee and Everglades 
Update program for the community following Hurricane Irma.  The Ca-
loosahatchee and Everglades: In the Eye of the Storm provided a perspec-
tive on the record-setting wet season of 2017, the hurricane impacts and 
water quality in the Caloosahatchee estuary as well as the conditions in 
the greater Everglades ecosystem.  This year’s wet season, in just four wet 
months, surpassed the previous rainfall record set in 1947 that prompted 
the flood control drainage projects that we now are working to undo in 
order to restore the Everglades and Caloosahatchee.  

Although it is hard to notice the incremental progress being made on 
Everglades restoration projects, several are progressing toward completion 
in 2018 and 2019.  These will be critical to opening up the southern end 
of the Everglades so that more water can move south.  Last year’s passage of 
the bill to establish the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) reservoir south 
of Lake Okeechobee will work in tandem with these projects to add water storage capacity south of Lake Okeechobee to 
feed needed water to the Everglades and Florida Bay and reduce harmful levels of water currently dumped to the estuaries.

EAA Reservoir Planning on a Fast Track
Early modeling results by the South Flor-

ida Water Management District (SFWMD) 
provided details in mid-November about how 
much land is needed for two different sized 
reservoirs that could fit on state-owned land in 
the EAA (Everglades Agricultural Area). The 
volume of water is referenced in acre feet (AF) 
which can be visualized as a football field cov-
ered with one foot of water. 

The project proposes to move between 
300,000 to 1.3 million AF of water south 
through dynamic operation of the EAA reservoir, depending on con-
ditions.  Option one, for a 240,000 acre-foot reservoir, would require 
a total project footprint of approximately 16,000 acres: 10,000 acres 

for water storage and an additional 
6,300 acres of stormwater treatment 
areas (STAs) for water quality treat-
ment.  

Option two, for a 360,000-acre 
foot reservoir would require a total 
project footprint of approximately 
31,000 acres:  22,000 acres for storage and another 9,500 acres of STAs to meet the 
project needs. 

To provide some scale to these numbers, in recent years, harmful estuary dis-
charge volumes to the Caloosahatchee alone have ranged from 2.5 to 3.2 million 

acre feet (AF) of water with approximately half of the excess volumes, on average, 
originating from the lake vs. the Caloosahatchee watershed.  

Marine Lab Director Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., 
explaining how the Caloosahatchee and Ev-
erglades are linked.

Map showing the placement of 
the two parcels in the EAA.

Option 2 for 360,000 acre-feet of storage. 

Option 1 for 240,000 acre-feet 
of storage. 
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Watch Your Mailbox Please
The Annual Fund Drive request should be arriving by mail shortly. Please take a moment 

to read it and consider all the important programs and initiatives made possible by your annual 
operating support. It shows “by the numbers” some of the many ways we put your Annual 
Fund Drive gifts to work.

SCCF keeps a balanced and conservative budget. Your tax-deductible gift to the Annual 
Fund Drive is essential for funding SCCF’s mission-related work. Thank you in advance for 
making your most generous contribution. Please use the reply envelope mailed with the bro-
chure, or donate online at www.sccf.org.

Please call Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768 with questions and instructions for gifts of 
stock and wire transfers. Thank you!  Thank you!

$835K

2017-18 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE

$150K

SCCF submitted comments on the project that include our concern that although the 
legislature directed the District to prioritize use of state-owned lands and seek willing sellers to 
acquire additional lands, these early results suggest that modeling should not be constrained 
to state-owned lands but should include a determination of the amount of land needed to 
optimize reservoir storage and STA treatment (Storage Treatment Area, allowing the water to 
reside in a marsh for water quality treatment by the marsh vegetation) to provide the greatest 
environmental benefit.

We also requested that this publicly funded project commit to and prioritize water from 

EAA Reservoir -- Continued from left below

the lake — and not EAA stormwater runoff — be used to fill the EAA reservoir.  This is important as current capaci-
ties of the large existing STAs have been monopolized by EAA agricultural runoff, which they are not required to store 
on their property.  We are also sensitive to how water in the EAA reservoir will be allocated and prioritized for natural 
system needs of the Everglades and Florida Bay in conformance with CERP (Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 
Plan) project goals.

The project is on a fast track and we will remain actively involved and vigilant to assure that Lake and estuary 
interests are represented.   

The EAA Reservoir Bill, a/k/a Senate Bill 10, which passed in the 2017 Florida Legislative session, set an ambitious 
timeframe for the project.  The bill, now law, establishes the state’s interest in pursuing the EAA Reservoir CERP proj-
ect.  This will help reduce harm to the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estuaries from high-volume freshwater discharges.  
These discharges have caused widespread harmful algae blooms that have impacted public health and caused extensive 
environmental harm to wildlife and the aquatic ecosystem.   

The District is seeking landowners willing to sell or exchange property in the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) 
that could be used for the EAA Storage Reservoir project.  Interested parties should contact the District via email at 
RealEstate@sfwmd.gov.

Modeling data and presentations from the meetings can be viewed at www.sfwmd.gov/eaareservoir.

Offshore Oil Drilling Bill in Congress
A Federal bill that would lift the moratorium on oil and gas drilling in the eastern Gulf of Mexico off Florida has 

passed out of the House Natural Resources Committee by a vote of 19 to 14.
The SECURE American Energy Act,  H.R. 4239, was filed by Scalise (R-LA), Bishop (R-UT), Gonzalez (D-TX) 

and Cuellar (D-TX), to distribute revenues from oil and gas leasing on the outer Continental Shelf to certain coastal 
states, to require sale of approved offshore oil and gas leases, to promote offshore wind lease sales, and to empower 
states to manage the development and production of oil and gas on available Federal land, and for other purposes.  

Our Representative Francis Rooney is working to require language that keeps the moratorium for drilling in the 
eastern Gulf in place, recognizing the threat it presents to Florida’s beaches and our state’s economy.  We encourage 
all of our members and supporters, wherever you live, full and part time, to reach out and request the bill include a 

See Offshore Drilling on Page 4

As of 12/8/17
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By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead:  Snowberries

Every now and then in the winter, I yearn 
for snow.  I don’t miss the cold and I certainly 
don’t want the mess, but I get nostalgic for the 
way it looks when it first falls.  So…when that 
happens here in Florida, I typically go outside 
(without a hat or scarf needed in our beautiful 
weather) and find some snowberry (Chiococca 
alba).  The heavy clusters of white fruit weigh 
down the branches of the shrub, and from a dis-
tance and with some squinting, the plant almost 
looks like it has a new coating of the white fluffy 
stuff.  Even more importantly, the fruit is attrac-
tive to birds and the flowers are full of nectar 
for our pollinators.  Growing as a vining shrub, 
it will often lean onto other plants and twine 
itself through their braches, or it can simply exist 
as a mounding shrub on its own.  I prefer it in 
partially sunny locations, but it will also tolerate 
full sun in dry to moist soils.  Place it somewhere 
that is visible whenever you are pining for some snow and Florida sunshine at the same time!

Make Your own SolitarY Bee Box at BHP
Many of Florida’s solitary bees lay their eggs in hollow branches.  Attract these wonderful pollinators to your own yard 
by making your own bee box!  All materials will be provided, and participants will go home with a box and information 
about attracting these fascinating pollinators to your yard.  Please bring your own hammer, if possible.  Tuesday, Janu-
ary 23 at 10:30 a.m. at the Native Landscapes & Garden Center at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 Periwinkle 
Way.  RSVP to the Native Landscapes & Garden Center at 239-472-1932. Registration: $25. 

January Program by the Garden Center Staff

This year, in addition to the Homestead tours offered by Kristie Anders and Dee Serage, the Native Land-
scapes & Garden Center staff will also be offering programs, including this one in January:.

Offshore Drilling -- Continued from Page 4
permanent moratorium on drilling, testing and seismic activity in the eastern Gulf off Florida.   

Congressman Rooney recently published a guest opinion in the News-Press about recent federal efforts to allow oil 
drilling in the eastern Gulf of Mexico.  You can find it here:

http://www.news-press.com/story/opinion/contributors/2017/11/17/keep-oil-drilling-out-eastern-gulf/867524001/

Stay Engaged — Sign up for Action Alerts
We encourage you to stay engaged and involved in legislative and policy issues by signing up for our action alerts.  

At sccf.org, click on Resources (upper right), Action Alerts and looks for Subscribe to Action Alerts.  Our Alerts will 
provide informational messages and make options available to send emails, texts, tweets and phone calls to targeted 
decision-makers as bills move through the process.  
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According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission (FWC), green turtle nest counts in 
Florida have increased approximately one hundredfold 
since standardized recordkeeping began in 1989. Al-
though green turtle nesting activity is concentrated along 
the central and southeast coasts of Florida, a marked in-
creased has also been documented on the Gulf coast in re-
cent years, including the beaches of Sanibel and Captiva. 
We suspect that this upturn in nesting is due at least in 
part to an outward radiation from the increasing number 
of green turtles that have been nesting on Florida’s east 
coast.

This recent increase in green turtle nesting activity 
presents an opportunity to collect data on their move-
ments and feeding grounds using satellite telemetry. In 
2017, the Conservancy of Southwest Florida and SCCF 
launched a cooperative study to answer two questions – 
where do green turtles that lay eggs on the west coast go 
after they nest, and what route do they use to get there?

Of the seven satellite tagged turtles, five were tagged 

on Sanibel and two were tagged on Keewaydin. Although 
there was substantial variation in the behavior among 
these turtles, all remained in shallow, nearshore waters 
during the nesting season. 

Perhaps the most exciting turtle was Isabella, who was 
certainly our long distance swimmer this season! (See aer-
ial below.)  After nesting on Sanibel on June 16, she trav-
eled north and spent some time near Manasota Key. She 
then swam south through the Keys and continued to hug 
the coastline until she was about halfway up the east coast 
of Florida. In early September Isabella settled in an area 
west of the Marquesas, which appears to be her foraging 
habitat.  Ongoing work by the Inwater Research Group 
has previously identified this site has a high-density forag-
ing area for green turtles that nest on the east coast.

Understanding what makes good habitat for green 
turtles is fundamental to their conservation, and the re-
sults from this project are beginning to shed light on this 
very important topic.

Green Sea Turtle Nesting Numbers Are Up in Florida
By Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Coordinator

Left above:  Isabel heading back into the Gulf after 
being tagged on Sanibel this summer.  Right above:  
This aerial of Isabel’s track shows that after being tagged (#1), 
Isabella made quite a journey.  
You can find the tracks at sccf.org under News (upper right) then click on Green Sea Turtle tagging program.
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January 2, the moon will be 
30,000 miles closer (perigree) to the 
earth than it is at apogee, or the fur-
thest distance. No orbit is a perfect cir-
cle, but rather a bit elliptical in shape, 
meaning there are slight variances.

The full moon lines up one side 
of the earth and the sun to the other 
during a full moon. If the alignment is 
perfect, we witness a lunar eclipse. But 
the slight variations mean this is an 
infrequent phenomenon.  The perfect 
alignment is also called syzygy.

On the super moon of the second 
day of 2018, it will appear as if there 
is only one high tide and one low tide, 

because the mid-day tidal change will 
only be about 4”. However, the pre-
dawn low tide will be a minus 1.1 ft. 
and the high, occurring a little after 
11 p.m. that night, will be plus 2.8 ft. 
That’s almost a four foot difference. 
That will get people’s attention.

When the moon is closer, it ap-
pears larger, especially as it rises and 
sets.  It is well worth putting some time 
aside to gaze out at the eastern horizon 
a bit past sunset and watch what will 
hopefully be a golden orb rising in the 
east.  Clouds be gone!  Any of the first 
four days of January ought to be beau-
tiful moon rises.  For the early birds, 

the moon setting in the western morn-
ing sky is no less spectacular. Try the 
Blind Pass bridge as a vantage place.

And if that moon event is not 
enough, January also has a blue 
moon.  No, it will not glow blue.  It is 
simply an expression “once in a blue 
moon.”  The second full moon in any 
month is given this title and it only 
happens about once a year.

Join Kristie on Wednesday, January 3 
for Night Sky viewing at the Nature 
Center.  See Pg.10 for info.

January Super Moon

Red Tide Reappears on Sanibel

By Kristie Anders, Education Director

By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Lab Director
Background concentrations of a microscopic algae that 

causes “Red Tide” can be found around Sanibel and in Pine 
Island Sound. While it varies each year, beginning in No-
vember, conditions set up for medium (500,000 cells/L) and 
high (1,000,000 cells/L) concentrations of cells that form 
patchy blooms along the beaches and in the bay. While most 
scientists agree that the development of Florida’s coast which 
increased nutrient delivery to the Gulf of Mexico since World 
War II has led to increased bloom frequency and intensity. 
The causes of bloom formation and persistence are complex, 
involving ocean currents, rainfall, river inputs, atmospheric 
deposition, and behavior of the single-celled species known 
to cause Red Tide, Karenia brevis. 

Most Red Tide events last between 2-4 months, but 
can last as long as 8 months. The geographic area most 
likely to be affected spans from Tampa Bay to the Florida 
Keys. Florida red tides cause major economic damage to lo-
cal businesses, have devastating impacts on wildlife such as 
marine mammals and birds and can impact human health 
through the aerosolization of the toxin. In fish, the toxin 
affects the nervous system and effectively causes a fish to 
stop pumping water over its gills. 

The species that causes red tide is like algae in that it has 
pigments and uses photosynthesis to make sugar. However, it 
can also consume bacteria and absorb nutrition which makes 
it very flexible. It is also “Auxotrophic” meaning that it can 
use both inorganic and organic forms of nitrogen and phos-
phorus. The species can migrate and swarm to swim toward 

nutrients at night and swim back to the surface for sunlight 
during the day. It has photoprotective pigments that allow it 
to resist UV effects and it has been shown to decrease inges-
tion rates by potential grazers like zooplankton. 

The Marine Laboratory uses volunteers to collect samples 
and determines the abundances using a cell counting slide un-
der the microscope. The information is shared with the City 
of Sanibel to be able to advise residents about the status of the 
event on Sanibel. Samples are counted almost daily during an 
event such as the one following Thanksgiving 2017.

Karenia brevis, the dinoflagellate that causes red tide, from 
a sample collected by the Marine Lab.  Photo Rick Bartle-
son, Ph.D., and Ashley Graham.
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SCCF’s No Child Left On Shore part-
nership with Captiva Cruises contiinues 
to bring children who might never have 
been to the beach out to the islands for 
a cruise of discovery.  Richard Finkel 
guides those tours, and he also remains 
active at the Sanibel School.  The pho-
tos bottom are from a recent trip by 4th 
graders to the Pick Preserve.

Bring Back the Barn Owls... Again!
By Dee Serage, Living with Wildlife Educator

Last spring for the first time since 
2005, barn owls were documented  
again on Sanibel.  A trail camera set 
up behind the SCCF Nature Center 
caught a short video of one sitting on 
the back porch and one was spotted 
during an early morning walk on the 
Shipley Trail at the Bailey Homestead 
Preserve.  In November, a female barn 
owl was  documented investigating the 
nesting box at the Nature Center.  To 
help barn owl numbers grow, SCCF 
will be installing nesting boxes and ask-
ing the community to eliminate the use 
of rat poisons that can harm wildlife.

A new kind of nesting box from 
the Barn Owl Box Company is now 
up and awaiting occupants at the Bai-
ley Homestead Preserve.  Once be-
fore in 1984, SCCF citizen scientists 
brought the barn owls back to the 
islands by installing nesting boxes in 

place of the barns that are now gone,   
along with island agriculture. For 25 
years the owls nested at the SCCF Na-
ture Center.

A family of barn owls can eat thou-
sands of rats a year.  Instead of trap-
ping or poisoning rats in the sugarcane 
fields and orange groves, barn owls are 
used by installing nesting boxes.  Even 
the vineyards in California use barn 
owls for their rat control.  They are 
cost effective and not dangerous to 
other wildlife.  The use of rat poisons 
can weaken or kill the owls, eagles, 
hawks, and bobcats that eat the rats 
that ate the poison.  Ozzie the male 
eagle that died in 2015 had rat poi-
sons in his blood.

You can help SCCF bring the barn 
owls back by asking your pest control 
company to stop using rat poisons.  
SCCF and the City of Sanibel do not 

use rat poisons. If you continue to use 
rat poisons, tell your pest control com-
pany to not use these: brodifacoum, 
bromaiolone, difenacoum, or difethia-
one.  These deadly rat poisons are now 
banned from sale to homeowners but 
the professionals still use them.  

Contact Dee at SCCF (472-2329 
or dserage@sccf.org) if you would like 
copies of the “Help SCCF Bring Back 
the Barn Owls” brochure for yourself, 
neighbors, or your neighborhood as-
sociation meetings.    

Reaching out to Schoolkids
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SCCF January 2018  Program Schedule
BaileY HoMeStead:  Making tHe land work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic 
property, the history of the land itself and some stories 
about the Bailey family, which farmed the land for three 
generations.  Wednesdays at 10 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 
Periwinkle Way, meet at the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the 
Shipley Trail, near the entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-
2329 for more information.  Free to members and children.  
$5 for non-members.  
  

BoBcat taleS
“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Han-

sen describes Lynx rufus.  While 
other wild feline species are in 
trouble, bobcats seem to be 
flourishing through most of 
their North American  range 
and this adaptable feline’s abili-
ty to survive close to humans is 
one of the reasons for the bob-
cat’s success.  Rats and mice can 
make up to 40% of the bobcat’s 
diet.  Thursday, January 25 at 
10 a.m. in the SCCF auditori-
um. Cost of the program is $5 per 

adult, with members and children attending for free.

BowMan’S BeacH & BaYou walk

Meet your SCCF guide at Bowman’s Beach at the foot of 
the bridge that crosses the bayou on the way to the beach.  
Your guide will lead you along the beach towards Blind 
Pass and back along the back dune/bayou trail.  Keep 
your eyes open for shorebirds and gopher tortoises.  Learn 
about SCCF’s 50-year role in island preservation.  Free to 
all.  You must pay to park.  Wednesdays at 9 a.m. starting 
on January 17 through March. 

calooSaHatcHee oxBow & riverlore cruiSe
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin 
Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Friday, November 
24, 2017 (sold out) and, in 2018, all on Sunday:  January 

28 (almost sold out at press time), February 4 and 18, 
March 11 and 25, April 15 and May 13.  Space is limited. 
Advance reservations and payment required.  Register online:  
from sccf.org, click on Resources upper right and follow Ox-
bow Cruise dropdown.  $45 per person.   
  

caPtiva cruiSeS
SCCF has a partnership with Captiva Cruises that offers a 
variety of waterborne experiences: The Dolphin & Wild-
life Adventure Cruise narrated by SCCF Docents (4:00-
5:30 daily), Cayo Costa State Park Beach & Shelling 
Cruise, Lunch Cruises to Cabbage Key, Useppa Island, 
Tarpon Lodge on Pine Island with the Calusa Indian 
Mound Trail, Boca Grande on Gasparilla Island and Sun-
set Cruises.  Call Captiva Cruises for reservations and ad-
ditional information. 472-5300.  www.captivacruises.com.
  

tHe citY tHat alMoSt waSn’t
Chronicling over a century of preserving paradise, the 
program celebrates the forward thinking of many island-
ers from the early 20th century thru today.  Learn of ac-
tions of Theodore Roosevelt through “Ding” Darling, 
establishment of the Refuge, founding of SCCF, lead-up 
to the incorporation and ensuing history of the City of 
Sanibel.  Learn about many of the key steps islanders have 
taken and what  lies  ahead  with  most  pressing issues for 
the future of these emeralds in the sea.  We live in a rari-
fied place and it is not accident.  Monday, January 15 at 
10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

eagle and owl taleS
Come and hear local tales of island eagles and owls and 
what is being done to help them thrive.  SCCF erected a 
nesting platform 70 feet tall in place of a dead nesting tree 
for a pair of eagles and they continue to nest there today.  
Owls of the islands include the newly returned barn owls 
as well as screech and great horned owls.  You are invited to 
learn about the life cycles of these silent night hunters and 
the adaptations that make them so successful in the dark. 
Learn about how rat poisons can harm our owls and eagles.  
Thursday, January 11 at 10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  

Juvenile eagles 
trying out the 
platform.

Adult and juvenile 
in 2013.  Photos by 

Maree Elowson.
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Fire witH a PurPoSe

Wildfire, controlled burn and prescribed fire are all differ-
ent. SCCF uses prescriptive burns as a tool for managing 
the vegetation on some of the preserves. This tool makes 
the land more useful to some of our target species of wild-
life including gopher tortoises and wading birds. It also re-
duces risk to island homeowners. Come learn the difference 
on Monday, January 29 at 10 a.m. Members and children 17 
and under are free. Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free.

Florida PantHerS and wildliFe corridorS
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few years 
have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there is hope 
in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive cat to 
spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining SCCF, 
Alexis Horn ran the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. 
Learn what makes Florida panthers unique and why they are 
so vital to our environment.  Tuesday, January 16 at 10 a.m. 
in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.
    

garden walk at tHe HoMeStead
Take a guided walk through the native plant, wildflower, 
kitchen and tea gardens at the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve.  Learn about the uses of the plants by humans, 
butterflies, birds and pollinators. You will end your walk 
with a sip of tea from the gardens infused with sea grape 
honey from the island.  Tuesdays at 9 a.m.  Meet on the 
deck at the Native Landscapes & Garden Center.  Free to 
members and children, $5 for non-members.
  

gator & crocodile taleS
The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient 
tale of survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is 
closely intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs 
and what we must do to ensure our safety and their sur-
vival on the islands.  Wednesday, January 17 at 10 a.m. at 
the Nature Center.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
  

Make Your own SolitarY Bee Box at BHP
Many of Florida’s solitary bees lay their eggs in hollow 
branches.  Attract these wonderful pollinators to your own 
yard by making your own bee box!  All materials will be 
provided, and participants will go home with a box and 
information about attracting these fascinating pollinators 
to your yard.  Please bring your own hammer, if possible.  
Tuesday, January 23 at 10:30 a.m. at the Native Landscapes 
& Garden Center at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 
Periwinkle Way.  RSVP to the Native Landscapes & Gar-
den Center at 239-472-1932. Registration: $25. 

native Plant Floral deSign at BHP
Create a native plant arrangement for your favorite Val-
entine!  Tips and tricks for utilizing native plants in cut 
arrangements will be discussed in this hands-on work-
shop.  All plant materials will be provided; bring your 
own container or vase appropriate for a variety of cut 
flowers and foliage.  Tuesday, February 6 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Native Landscapes & Garden Center at the Bailey 
Homestead Preserve, 1300 Periwinkle Way.  RSVP to the 
Native Landscapes & Garden Center at 239-472-1932. 
Registration: $10. 

nigHt SkY viewing at tHe nature center

Take a look at the winter night sky.  Learn about Polaris 
and other common stars and constellations, then watch 
the full moon rise over the swale.  Together we will lay 
back and gaze up at the night skies. Please bring your own 
chair. Bug spray and dress comfortable for the weather is 
recommended.  No reservations are necessary.  Thursday, 
January 3 at 7 p.m. at the Nature Center.  $5 per person for 
non-members.
  

otter taleS

No one knows how many 
North American river otters 
live on Sanibel and Capti-
va.  Some say there are fewer 
since 2004’s Hurricane Char-
ley.  Come and learn about 
this large, aquatically adapted 
member of the weasel fam-
ily.  river otters are strong and 
graceful swimmers that cap-
ture the hears of all who see 
them.  Otter sightings have 
increased recently on SCCF 
trails.  Wednesday, January 31 

at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF mem-
bers and children attending for free

SCCF January 2018  Program Schedule

Photo by Suzy Carroll
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SCCF January 2018  Program Schedule

SHiPleY trail at BaileY HoMeStead guided walk

Take a guided walk on the SCCF Shipley Trail. Stroll 
across the Star Thomas Memorial Bridge and then con-
nect with Pond Apple Trail.  Learn how SCCF manages 
this property as wildlife habitat on Sanibel’s populated 
east end.  The walk will meander along Pond Apple trail 
around the man-made ponds that are home to wildlife 
such as alligators, anhingas, and woodstorks.  Even eagles 
may be spotted.  Park and meet your guide at the Wel-
come Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, at the SCCF 
Bailey Homestead Preserve at 1300 Periwinkle Way.  The 
kiosk is immediately to the left as you enter thru the gate 
into the preserve.   This is a mostly shaded, easy walk last-
ing approximately one hour.  Fridays at 10 a.m. starting on 
January 19 through March 30.  No charge for the walks.   

Severe weatHer: HurricaneS, waterSPoutS & ligHtning

Stormy Weather looks at some of this area’s most lively 
weather phenomena including waterspouts, hurricanes 
and lightning storms.  Volatile weather is not uncommon 
in any season.  South Florida is the lightning capital of the 
country.  Collisions of clouds, tropical storms and other 
severe weather events shape our islands and human exis-
tence.  Monday, January 22 at 10 a.m.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members. 
   

tideS/wHere iS Sea level?
Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can see sea 
grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  What and 
where is mean sea level? Why is it important?  This is an in-
troduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the moon 
orbits and the winds blow. Monday, January 8 at 10 a.m. 
Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.

trail walkS: exPlore SaniBel’S interior wetlandS

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  Join us for a guided 
walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges 
of the Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, 
natural and cultural history and preservation efforts.  
Trail walks begin on January 16 and will be offered through 
March on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 11 a.m.  
Meet at the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 per 
person for non-members.

turtle trackS
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, January 4 and 18 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

weedS and SeedS

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, vis-
iting different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, 
and are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group 
will meet at the Nature Center porch.  Depending on 
the location visited, you may need parking money.  Please 
bring a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed 
shoes with socks.  Mondays, January 22, February 12 and 
26, March 12 and 26.  Meet at the Nature Center at 8:45 
a.m., at the base of the porch and carpool to the site.  Walks 
are free but donations to SCCF are welcome.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Cheryl Giattini
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Kelly Sloan

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Kristie Anders
Jenny Evans

Eric Milbrandt

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

January 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957
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Who Is Helping Bring Back the Barn Owls?
By Dee Serage, Living with Wildlife Educator

SCCF Member Update

The Sanibel Island Golf Club has installed a new barn owl 
box from SCCF on their course and are hoping a barn owl will 
take up residence.  The golf course owners had their pest control 
company switch to a more wildlife friendly rat poison.  In ad-
dition, the president of the Beachview homeowners association 
emailed the new SCCF Bring Back the Barn Owls brochure to 
this community.  

By not using rat poisons homeowners can protect our bob-
cats, hawks, owls, and eagles that might eat the poisoned rats.  
Killing all rats is impossible and should not be the goal.  Ask your professional to find and seal entry points to your home, 
attic, and garage.  The barn owls are back for the first time since 2005.  Let's keep them and our other rat-eaters safe.

68% Decline in Red-shouldered Hawks on Sanibel and Captiva 
These numbers provided by the Sanibel-Captiva Audubon Society (from 
Audubon’s annual Christmas Bird Count) show a 68% decline from the 
mid-’80s and ‘90s.
Red-shouldered 
hawks counted Year(s) of count
 18   —  2017
 21   —  2016
 34   —  10-year average (2006-2016)
 46   —  30-year average (1986-2016)
 56   —  Average count between 1987-1996

Eastern Indigo Snake Surveys
By Chris Lechowicz, Director — Wildlife & Habitat Management / Herpetologist

Eastern indigo snakes (Drymarchon couperi) have a 
winter breeding season. This is very different from the 
remainder of the native snakes in southwest Florida that 
breed in the spring and early summer. The breeding sea-
son of the eastern indigo snake usually begins with the 
first cold fronts in November and ends by the beginning 
of March, with the peak of activity in our area being be-

tween Thanksgiving and Valentine’s Day. 
During this time, these large, docile, federal and 

state-listed species are most likely to be seen by people 
as they search for mates. Because of their large home 
ranges, this is also the time of year with the most indigo 
snake road fatalities due to the added traffic from the 
busy season in Florida.

Surveys for indigo snakes on the last known barrier is-
lands in Florida to have these magnificent snakes are con-
ducted by biologists with the SCCF Pine Island Sound 
Eastern indigo Snake Project (SPISEISP) and its volun-
teers on three islands. Permittees, island resident volun-

An eastern indigo snake crossing a road on Pine Island.

One of the In-
digo project signs 
on North Capti-
va that contains 
important facts 

and contact info to report sightings.

February 2018
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teers that are under our federal permit, assist greatly with documenting occurrences of indigo snakes as well as being 
a point of contact on each island. Pine Island, the largest barrier island in Florida, has a land bridge connecting it to 
the mainland and is therefore easy to get to. Foot surveys are conducted on various conservation lands owned by Lee 
County Parks and Recreation and the Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast. Road cruising surveys, in vehicles, 
are conducted throughout the island, especially Stringfellow Road, where the most fatalities have been reported. 

The other two islands, North Captiva and Cayo Costa, do not have causeways leading to them and are accessible 
only by boat. Surveys on those islands are conducted on electric golf carts or gas-powered mules on small sand roads 
that traverse the islands. Both islands have residents and most are well aware of the project by either seeing our signs 
or pamphlets, coming to educational lectures, or by word of mouth by other residents.

When indigo snakes are detected they are captured and temporarily held by permitted SPISEISP representatives so 
data can be collected and the snakes can be marked and released. The data collected is sex, snout-vent-length (SVL), 
total length (TOL), tail length (TAL), weight (WT), injuries and the GPS coordinates. 

After that is recorded, the snake is marked two different ways. The first is by scale-clipping (Brown and Parker 
1976), where several ventral scales are clipped off in a numbering pattern. These removed scales are put in isopropyl 
alcohol and sent to the Orianne Society for genetic studies. The second method is to insert a pit-tag (microchip) under 
the skin so that the unique number can be read with a scanner. All snakes are also photographed for distinguishable 
characteristics such as scale anomalies or injuries. 

This three-system approach helps us to positively identify previously captured snakes. Any deceased snakes are de-
posited with the Florida Museum of Natural History in Gainesville, Florida. If you happen to see an eastern indigo snake 
in Pine Island Sound, please take a picture report the sighting to Chris Lechowicz at 239-472-3984 or indigo@sccf.org.

Indigo -- Continued from Page 1

Research on Bacterioplankton 
at the Marine Lab
By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Laboratory Director

A laboratory-based research project on the role of 
colored dissolved organic matter (CDOM) on bacterio-
plankton started at the Lab in December 2017. Colored 
dissolved organic matter is what causes the Gulf and bay 
to appear tea-stained during the wet season. There are 
several sources of CDOM, with the largest being the Ca-
loosahatchee River. Other sources are less prevalent, such 
as mangrove tidal creeks or from bacterioplankton in the 
Gulf of Mexico, but may be important to the respiration 
rates and productivity in the waters around Sanibel. 

Bacterioplankton are bacteria that live and respire in 
the water column. Each drop of seawater has 106 bacte-
ria when counted under a powerful microscope (1000X). 
The Marine Lab’s intern, Clair Cook, is interested in car-
bon and the effects on bacterioplankton. She has set up 
a temperature-controlled experiment to measure respira-
tion rates of the bacterioplankton in light and dark condi-
tions. Her incubations typically last 48 hours and typical-
ly have a 2X2 design. In other words, there are light and 
dark bottles, and there are different sources of CDOM 
(e.g., mangrove creek, Gulf of Mexico). Soon we will be 
adding treatments such as adding an alternative carbon 
source, dextrose and photobleaching the water. 

See Bacterioplankton on Page 4

Save the Date & “Raise a Racquet for Conservation!”26th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament(New this year — Pickleball!)   
April 7 and 8, 2017at the Sundial Beach Resort

SCCF proudly announces our new major sponsor and tournament 
venue, the Sundial Beach Resort.  For information, please call:Dee Century (472-2329)

Our Success  
Depends on You!

$835K

2017-18 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE

$386K

As of 12/31/17

SCCF’s operations and programs 
are dependent on our members’ annu-
al generosity.  SCCF keeps a balanced 
and conservative budget, and we thank 
you in advance for making your most 
generous contribution.

Please use the reply envelope 
mailed earlier with our Annual Report 
or January card, or donate online at 
www.sccf.org.

Please call Cheryl Giattini at 239-
395-2768 with questions and instruc-
tions for gifts of stock and wire transfers.  

Thank you!!
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Dear SCCF Members and Supporters:

Over the last year, at my request, I have worked with the Board of Trustees, its Executive Committee, and the 
current and most recent past SCCF Presidents in a very thoughtful exercise in strategic succession planning.

This work will continue throughout 2018, leading to my retirement as Chief Executive Officer of SCCF (the 
new title for the Executive Director) in January 2019 and the naming of my successor. The Board of Trustees 
has remained steadfastly supportive of me throughout this endeavor and has allowed Ellen and me to select the 
date with which we feel most comfortable.

My investment in and commitment to this organization will never allow me to completely step away. Among 
other things, I hope to volunteer on some future projects with the Hammerheads! That being said, I very much 
look forward to spending more time with Ellen, our children and our grandsons.

It would be impossible to summarize here all that my more than three decades at SCCF have meant to me 
and my family, so I will not try to. What I can share is that it has been an immense honor to be of service to 
SCCF’s mission and its Members, providing countless proud and happy memories I will always hold dearly.

I would be remiss in not acknowledging one of the greatest assets I will be leaving behind at SCCF – this orga-
nization’s staff. My successor will take the helm with the knowledge that a first rate group of deeply committed 
and talented professionals are ready and willing to help ensure a smooth transition. I will miss working with 
each and every one of them. Please support them with all your hearts.

In 2017, we reached SCCF’s 50th anniversary of incorporation together. Going forward, I will continue to 
stand with my fellow SCCF Members, hoping to make the next 50 years even more noteworthy.

Best regards,

Erick Lindblad
Chief Executive Officer

Erick at the October 31, 2017 50th Anniversary celebration, cutting the cake with then-current 
and past SCCF Board Presidents.
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Her experiments are adding value to the RECON dataset. SCCF’s 
in-water sensor network, the River and Estuary Coastal Observing Net-
work, records CDOM and dissolved oxygen in real time.  The results of 
the work with bacterioplankton will help our scientists determine the 
causes of low dissolved oxygen events and whether the source and con-
centration of CDOM is important to respiration rates in the estuary. 

Clair Cook attended Ever-
green State University in Olym-
pia, WA. She is originally from 
Indiana but her father lives out-
side of Sarasota. She previously 
was an Americorps employee at 
the Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve. She is planning to return to 
Washington for graduate school. 

Bacterioplankton -- Continued from Page 2

SCCF Trunk Show Benefit:  Jewelry with a Purpose

Tracking Shorebirds through Banding:  Evening at the Homestead

Well-known artist and jewelry designer Barbara Warner will be selling 
her one-of-a kind pieces and re-purposed jewelry at the SCCF Nature Cen-
ter, 3333 San-Cap Rd on Tuesday, February 13, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Bar-

bara has made a name for herself in the craft and 
jewelry world with her upcycled and wearable art. 
You’re invited to browse and buy these beautiful, 
creative pieces of jewelry and gifts created from cast-off fabrics, plastics and other materials. Bar-
bara has generously agreed to donate a portion of her sales to SCCF! 

Rekindle a Memory – Barbara creates custom heirloom pieces as well. Bring a treasured 
family fabric or item, and she will work with you to create something new and unique, 
repurposing beautiful dresses, baby clothes, hats, and more.

Purchase with a Purpose – A portion of the sales will benefit SCCF! 

Left: Lab Intern Clair Cook working with her bacterioplankton experiment. Above: 
Dark, CDOM-rich water swinging out into the Gulf around Lighthouse Point.

Join us for this season’s first Evening at the Homestead on Tuesday, February 6 as SCCF’s Shorebird Biologist Audrey 
Albrecht talks about what we have learned about individual birds through banding.  For example, E24 (not pictured) is 
a piping plover, banded in North Dakota in 2012, that winters on North Captiva but returns to North Dakota to nest 
each year.  In addition to learning about individual birds, topics will include the history and origin of bird banding, the 
many methods of trapping and marking birds, and the invaluable data gathered from these studies.  Tuesday, February 6, 
at the pavilion in the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 Periwinkle Way.  Refreshments at 6 p.m.; program begins at 6:30 
p.m.  Tickets $10 per person available through Eventbrite — at sccf.org go to Programs, then Calendar.

Left:  XV4 is a red knot who was originally 
captured and banded on Sanibel in 2007, 
and continues to winter here each year. The 
code on the flag is faded but still legible.   
Right:  Green/White is the only fledgling 
snowy plover from Sanibel in 2017. It 
moved north in August after fledging, and 
was last seen on Siesta Key on 1/1/18. (Photo 
by Holley Short from Florida Audubon). 

XV4

Green/White
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SCCF February 2018  Program Schedule
bailey hoMeSTead:  Making The land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic 
property, the history of the land itself and some stories 
about the Bailey family, which farmed the land for three 
generations.  Wednesdays at 10 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 
Periwinkle Way, meet at the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the 
Shipley Trail, near the entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-
2329 for more information.  Free to members and children.  
$5 for non-members.       

bobcaT TaleS
“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American  range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Thursday, February 22 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.     

boWMan’S beach & bayou Walk

Meet your SCCF guide at Bowman’s Beach at the foot of 
the bridge that crosses the bayou on the way to the beach.  
Your guide will lead you along the beach towards Blind 
Pass and back along the back dune/bayou trail.  Keep 
your eyes open for shorebirds and gopher tortoises.  Learn 
about SCCF’s 50-year role in island preservation.  Free to 
all.  You must pay to park.  Wednesdays at 9 a.m.      

calooSahaTchee oxboW & riverlore cruiSe
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  In 2018, all on 
Sunday:  February 4 and 18, March 11 and 25, April 15 
and May 13.  Space is limited. Advance reservations and 
payment required.  Register online:  from sccf.org, click on 
Resources upper right and follow Oxbow Cruise dropdown.  
$45 per person.        

The ciTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T
Chronicling over a century of preserving paradise, the 
program celebrates the forward thinking of many island-
ers from the early 20th century thru today.  Learn of ac-
tions of Theodore Roosevelt through “Ding” Darling, 
establishment of the Refuge, founding of SCCF, lead-up 
to the incorporation and ensuing history of the City of 
Sanibel.  Learn about many of the key steps islanders have 
taken and what  lies  ahead  with  most  pressing issues for 
the future of these emeralds in the sea.  We live in a rari-
fied place and it is not accident.  Monday, February 26 at 
10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.     

conServaTion phoTography:  eThicS in pracTice

With the rise of digital cameras and smartphones, the 
world of photography has been made accessible to just 
about everyone. Wildlife and landscape photography are 

especially popular in Southwest Florida with our access to 
unique environments and species. But these ecosystems 
are fragile and knowing the best practices to protect a 
species makes for an ethical photographer. Learn about 
conservation photography and what considerations to 
keep in mind when photographing the wildness around 
us. SCCF Public Outreach Coordinator Alexis Horn is 
a published professional photographer eager to share her 
knowledge and passion for this subject.  Tuesday, February 
20 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.     

eagle and oWl TaleS
Come and hear local tales of island eagles and owls and 
what is being done to help them thrive.  SCCF erected a 
nesting platform 70 feet tall in place of a dead nesting tree 
for a pair of eagles and they continue to nest there today.  
Owls of the islands include the newly returned barn owls 
as well as screech and great horned owls.  You are invited to 
learn about the life cycles of these silent night hunters and 
the adaptations that make them so successful in the dark. 
Learn about how rat poisons can harm our owls and eagles.  
Thursday, February 8 at 10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  
    

Florida panTherS and WildliFe corridorS
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few years 
have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there is hope 
in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive cat to 
spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining SCCF, 
Alexis Horn ran the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. 
Learn what makes Florida panthers unique and why they are 
so vital to our environment.  Tuesday, February 13 at 10 a.m. 
in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.     

garden Walk aT The hoMeSTead
Take a guided walk through the native plant, wildflower, 
kitchen and tea gardens at the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve.  Learn about the uses of the plants by humans, 
butterflies, birds and pollinators. You will end your walk 
with a sip of tea from the gardens infused with sea grape 
honey from the island.  Fridays at 1 p.m.  Meet on the 
deck at the Native Landscapes & Garden Center.  Free to 
members and children, $5 for non-members.     

gaTor & crocodile TaleS
The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient 
tale of survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is 
closely intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs 
and what we must do to ensure our safety and their sur-
vival on the islands.  Wednesday, February 14 at 10 a.m. at 
the Nature Center.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.     

hurricaneS, WaTerSpouTS & lighTning

Learn about some of this area’s most lively weather phe-
nomena including waterspouts, hurricanes and lightning 
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storms.  Volatile weather is not uncommon in any season.  
South Florida is the lightning capital of the country.  Col-
lisions of clouds, tropical storms and other severe weather 
events shape our islands and human existence.  Monday, 
February 12 at 10 a.m.  Free to members and children, $5 
for non-members.       

naTive planT Floral deSign aT bhp
Create a native plant arrangement for your favorite Valen-
tine!  Tips and tricks for utilizing native plants in cut ar-
rangements will be discussed in this hands-on workshop.  
All plant materials will be provided; bring your own con-
tainer or vase appropriate for a variety of cut flowers and 
foliage.  Tuesday, February 6 at 10:30 a.m. at the Native 
Landscapes & Garden Center at the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve, 1300 Periwinkle Way.  RSVP to the Native Landscapes 
& Garden Center at 239-472-1932. Registration: $10.      

open houSe

Meet the people who conduct SCCF’s ongoing research 
during SCCF’s Open House. How do we know about 
indigo snakes, shorebird populations, green sea turtle 
movement, sea grasses, oysters, and appropriate landscape 
choices? SCCF researchers collect data; confer with other 
scientists; and provide guidance for the future success of 
our native environments.  Come, too, for the tradition-
al Nature Sounds Contest, refreshments, activities and 
games, but the day’s highlight will be the firsthand inter-
action with those who work so hard behind the scenes. 
Monday, February 19 (President’s Day) 10:30-1:30.  Bring 
your questions.     

oTTer TaleS

No one knows how many North American river otters 
live on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer 
since 2004’s Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about 
this large, aquatically adapted member of the weasel fam-
ily.  river otters are strong and graceful swimmers that 
capture the hears of all who see them.  Otter sightings 
have increased recently on SCCF trails.  Wednesday, Janu-
ary 31 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF 
members and children attending for free     

Shipley Trail aT bailey hoMeSTead guided Walk

Take a guided walk on the SCCF Shipley Trail. Stroll 
across the Star Thomas Memorial Bridge and then con-
nect with Pond Apple Trail.  Learn how SCCF manages 
this property as wildlife habitat on Sanibel’s populated 
east end.  The walk will meander along Pond Apple trail 
around the man-made ponds that are home to wildlife 
such as alligators, anhingas, and woodstorks.  Even eagles 
may be spotted.  Park and meet your guide at the Wel-
come Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, at the SCCF 
Bailey Homestead Preserve at 1300 Periwinkle Way.  The 
kiosk is immediately to the left as you enter thru the gate 
into the preserve.   This is a mostly shaded, easy walk last-
ing approximately one hour.  Fridays at 10 a.m.  No charge 
for the walks.       

 TideS/Where iS Sea level?
Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can see sea 
grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  What and 
where is mean sea level? Why is it important?  This is an in-
troduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the moon 
orbits and the winds blow. Monday, February 5 at 10 a.m. 
Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.     

Tracking ShorebirdS Thru banding
Join us for this season’s first Evening at the Homestead as 
SCCF’s Shorebird Biologist Audrey Albrecht talks about 
what we have learned about individual birds through band-
ing.  Tuesday, February 6, refreshments at 6; program begins 
6:30p.m.  $10 per person.  See Page 4 for more info.     

Trail WalkS: explore Sanibel’S inTerior WeTlandS

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  Join us for a guided 
walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges 
of the Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, nat-
ural and cultural history and preservation efforts.  Tues-
days through Fridays at 11 a.m. (no walk on Feb. 27)  Meet 
at the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 per person 
for non-members.     

TurTle TrackS
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, February 15 at 10 a.m. 
in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and chil-
dren, $5 for non-members.     

WeedS and SeedS

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, vis-
iting different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, 
and are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group 
will meet at the Nature Center porch.  Depending on 
the location visited, you may need parking money.  Please 
bring a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed 
shoes with socks.  Mondays, February 12 and 26, March 
12 and 26.  Meet at the Nature Center at 8:45 a.m., at the 
base of the porch and carpool to the site.  Walks are free but 
donations to SCCF are welcome.     

privaTe WildliFe Tour by golF carT 
Join Dee in a six passenger golf cart for a private wildlife 
tour at the Sanibel Island Golf Club in Beachview. Alliga-
tors and wading birds love the man-made lakes and the 
Sanibel River that winds through this golf course. If we 
are lucky a resident crocodile and eagle may be spotted.
Call (472-2329) or email Dee (dserage@sccf.org) for more 
information.  Cost $125 per cart.

SCCF February 2018  Program Schedule
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer

Cheryl Giattini
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Kelly Sloan

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Kristie Anders
Jenny Evans

Eric Milbrandt

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF	is	dedicated	to	the	conservation	of	
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on	Sanibel	and	Captiva	and	
in	the	surrounding	watershed	through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

February 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957
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SCCF Member Update

Florida 2018 Legislative Update
By Rae Ann Wessel and Holly Schwartz, Natural Resource Policy Staff

The 2018 State Legislative Session is close to the 
half way mark and the House and Senate Appropria-
tions Budget proposals have been presented.  At this 
point, we watch for good bills that have not yet been 
scheduled to be heard in committee and bad bills that 
are gaining traction.  We are also watching for bill 
amendments and compromises that occur as the ses-
sion progresses.  Here is a short summary of some of 
the priority bills we are tracking:

Land Acquisition Trust Fund - SB 370 by Sen. Bradley
Requires a specified annual appropriation to the Flori-

da Forever Trust Fund, etc. APPROPRIATION: $100 mil-
lion.   This bill has an identical House companion that is 
not moving.  The House Land Acquisition Trust Fund bill 
that is gaining momentum is a Government Accountabil-
ity Committee Bill – PBC-GAC 18-02 by Representative 
Caldwell that budgets almost half as much ($57 million) as 
the senate bill for land conservation efforts.

Fracking Ban - SB 462/HB 237 by Sen. Young/Rep. Peters
This bill would ban fracking by prohibiting  the perfor-

mance of advanced well stimulation treatments (fracking); 
clarifying that permits for drilling or operating a well does 
not authorize the performance of advanced well stimula-
tion treatments.  These bill are very slow to move this year 
but we are hoping that they gain steam as they did during 
the 2017 session.  The Senate Bill has broad support.

State Assumption of Federal Section 404 Dredge and Fill 
Permitting Authority – SB 1402 by Simmons/Galvano

This bad bill would have the State DEP take over Fed-
eral Section 404 Dredge and Fill Permitting; the wetland 
permitting currently done by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers.   It would create the term “state assumed waters”; 
providing the Department of Environmental Protection 
with the power and authority to adopt rules to assume and 
implement the section 404 dredge and fill permitting pro-
gram pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act; requiring 

SCCF’s Rae Ann Wessel (seventh from right) with Everglades Coalition members and local community advocates gathered in 
Tallahassee on January 22-23.  Story on  Pg. 6.

See Legislative Session on Page 2
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By Rae Ann Wessel and Holly Schwartz, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Staff
Everglades Coalition Annual Conference

Legislative Update -- Continued from Page 1
the department to adopt rules to create an expedited permit review process, etc. We strongly oppose this  bill based 
on our past experience fighting to protect mangroves and other wetlands from development.  Our experience is that 
State wetland regulations are less protective than currently required by the Corps of Engineers and permits do not 
provide adequate protections for wildlife. In addition, expedited State permitting timeframes, passed a few years ago, 
overwhelm the staff levels to provide sufficient review in established time frames.  

   
Florida Constitutional Revision Commission – Environmental and Natural Resource Proposals by CRC Member 
Jacqui Thurlow-Lippisch  - Proposal 0091 – Natural Resource and Scenic Beauty (prohibition of oil and natural 
gas drilling in specified coastal waters)  Of the four other environmental proposals made by Thurlow-Lippisch that 
were either voted upon unfavorably or withdrawn, Proposal 91 to limit oil and gas drilling off the coast of Florida 
remains on the CRC docket for consideration. 

In January, Hutchinson Island in Stuart was alive with 
passion for the Everglades at the 33rd annual Everglades 
Coalition Conference. I was particularly pleased this year 
to see fresh new faces in the audience from Sanibel in-
cluding new Councilwoman Holly Smith and Council-
man Jason Maughn in addition to frequent participants 
Mayor Kevin Ruane, City Natural Resource Director 
James Evans, Sanibel Realtor® David Schuldenfrei and 
first-timers Wendy Kindig and Phyllis Gresham.  

The implementation of last year’s SB 10, the EAA 
Reservoir project, and status of Everglades restoration 
projects that support moving water south, led off the con-
ference sessions and set the tone for celebrating progress 
and opportunities.    Water quality, growth management 
and funding for state land acquisition breakout panels fed 
into the final plenary of the conference and our challenge 
for the year ahead: Triple Threat: Florida Policy on Water, 
Growth, and Conservation Funding.   SCCFs Natural Re-
source Policy Director, Rae Ann Wessel moderated a pan-

el on water quality and SCCF’s Natural Resource Policy 
Assistant Holly Schwartz was a panelist discussing growth 
and the role of grassroots organizing to accomplish land 
conservation highlighting Lee County’s Conservation 
2020 campaign in 2016. 

The water quality panel highlighted conditions, per-
spectives and voices from a variety of stakeholders across 
the geographic regions of the Greater Everglades.  Panel-
ists included Betty Osceola from the Miccosukee Tribe, 
Panther Clan, located in the heart of the Everglades.  Bet-
ty was awarded the Kabler Award by the  Coalition for 
grassroots organizing.   She shared the concerns of the 
Tribe that are dependent on water quality for their food, 
culture and way of life.   EPA studies show that 100% of 
fish in the Everglades contain mercury.

Dr. Larry Brand from the University of Miami shared 
his work on health impacts on wildlife and humans from 
harmful algal blooms, red tide and cyanobacteria blooms,  

From left:   Rae Ann Wessel moderating a water quality panel; Senator Bob Graham; Rae Ann with state Senator Joe Negron 
(Stuart), who was the driving force behind the SB10 (EAA Reservoir) Legislation last year.

Everglades Coalition continued left above
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Our Success Depends on YOU!
We cannot do the work that we do without your continued support.  The sea turtle program, oys-

ter reef and seagrass restoration, indigo snake and diamondback terrapin surveys, advocacy on water 
quality issues, stewardship of SCCF preserves purchased through the generosity of the community... 
None of this would be possible without you.

Please use the envelope provided in the Annual Report or in the recent card that mailed in Janu-
ary, or donate online at www.sccf.org, to help us continue to put your Annual Fund Drive gifts to work.  
Your tax-deductible gift to the Annual Fund Drive is essential for funding SCCF’s mission-related work. 
Thank you in advance for making your most generous contribution.  Please call Cheryl Giattini at 239-
395-2768 with questions and instructions for gifts of stock and wire transfers.  Thank you!  Thank you!

Everglades Coalition -- Continued from left

See Lee Growth and Everglades Coalition on Page 4

that occur from Lake Okeechobee to the Gulf and Atlantic coasts and the Keys. 
Dr. Steve Davis with the Everglades Foundation reported on his work tracking sources of pollution in the Ever-

glades and Florida Bay and highlighting that Everglades restoration and moving more water south will improve water 
conditions in the Everglades and Florida Bay and help reduce discharges of pollutants.

Marisa Carrozzo with the Conservancy of Southwest Florida shared their Estuaries Report Card of water quality 
conditions in the south western Everglades.

The diverse voices and geographic regions represented shared one common element:  water quality is critical to our 
health, economy and quality of life and it all needs to be cleaner to support human and wildlife health.  

Implications of Growth Planning in Lee County  
It is always a wake-up call to hear about the com-

pounding statewide erosion of our growth management 
policies, including the dismantlement of our local com-
prehensive plan, the blueprint for growth created with 
the input of local residents.  The Lee County Compre-
hensive Plan sets forth the map for future growth and 
land use that is needed to protect and preserve remain-
ing wetlands and mangrove habitat areas that provide 
our water supply, clean and filter water, protect us from 
storm surge and provide wildlife habitat that drive the 
economic engine of our fishing and tourism industry.

Local efforts to erode our comprehensive plan result 
in sprawl that not only destroys critical, remaining con-
tiguous uplands and wetlands, it erodes the few rural 
areas this County has left and adds to the costly need 
for additional infrastructure and county services such as 
roads, police and emergency services, schools, etc.  

Two examples include a coastal project SCCF is cur-
rently fighting to prevent the development of mangroves 
along Shell Pointe Boulevard at a project  called Eden 
Oak, and a devastating comprehensive plan change the 
Board of County Commissioners approved in rural Alva 
at River Hall to add close to 1,800 additional homes to 
previously existing wetlands.  Alva and Fort Myers Shores 
residents sued to protect their community from the lat-
est change to the comprehensive plan but lost when the 

Power of Grassroots to Influence Growth Decision-Makers
By Holly Schwartz, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Assistant

I participated in the January 2018 Everglades Coalition 
Conference as an invited panelist on the “Power of Grassroots 
to Influence Growth Decision Makers” breakout, following 
the epic success of 2016’s grassroots “Yes on Conservation 
2020” campaign to approve the referendum to continue the 
purchase of conservation lands in Lee County.

Other panelists were powerhouses of experience in this 
area including Richard Grosso, a growth management at-
torney and icon with more than 30 years of challenging 
unchecked development; Celeste Depalma from Audubon 
Florida — a this year’s winner of the Barley “Conservation-
ist of the Year” award for her leadership role in defending 
the Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge; Laura Reynolds 
from Friends of the Everglades, active in addressing growth 
through innovative planning; and newly elected Orange 
County Commissioner Emily Bonilla who, while spring-
ing into action to address sprawl in her hometown took the 
brave leap to become an elected leader when she realized 
that special interests were superseding the interests of the 
community’s residents.

While the panel discussion focused on the elements 
needed to support sustainable growth, it also highlighted 
the statewide importance of citizen-driven initiatives to 
protect our limited water resources and conservation hab-
itat against rising sea levels in the face of intense pressure 
for unconstrained growth.

$835K

$540K

2017-18 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE

As of 1/31/18
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Everglades Coalition -- Continued from Page 3
We thought it would be interesting for you to hear the 

unique perspectives and impressions  of two Sanibel residents 
who attended the conference for the first time and  another 
who has attended several converences, and who were kind 
enough to share their impressions of the event.  Both Wendy 
Kindig and Phyllis Gresham are long-time SCCF volunteers 
and supporters and both attended the conference on behalf 
of the “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society.  Wendy serves as Ex-
ecutive Secretary on the Society’s Board and Phyllis is also on 
their Board as well as its Advocacy team.  Sanibel Realtor® 
David Schuldenfrei has long been active on the advocacy 
front and is with VIP Realty Group.

Wendy Kindig
For a retired Nephrologist transplanted to south-

west Florida, this was a meeting of firsts.  The first time 
to drive across the state south and then north of Lake 
Okeechobee.  The first time for attending the Everglades 
Coalition Meeting.  The first time to listen to local, state 
and federal officials from both political parties discuss the 
same topic with the same goal.  The first time to meet a 
wide variety of individuals from across the state and U.S., 
joining together to have civil discourse and work on an 
extremely complex issue that affects all of us.   

Lake Okeechobee with the landscape and communities 
that surround it will no longer be just a large blue blotch on 
the Florida map.  The experience is similar to visiting Big 
Cypress and the Everglades, which changed my perception 
of those massive unique places.  Hearing the voices of those 
living in communities north, east, south and west of the 
lake was enlightening and encouraging that we can make 
slow, forward progress to help correct the difficult water 
problems we have created over the last two hundred years.  
My final lesson from this meeting was, keep the conversa-
tion going and keep the pressure on those in power to move 
the needed projects forward.  Thanks to all those groups 
and individuals that have worked tirelessly for years to-
wards restoring southwest Florida’s water quality and flow 

closer to the historic norms.         

Phyllis Gresham
As a first time attendee at the EVCO conference, I 

left thinking what a staggering task confronts Southwest 
Florida and have continued to think about how much 
information was shared among the hundreds of partici-
pants on the crucial issues surrounding clean water for us 
all and the problems inherent in sending the water South. 
I have so much to learn, as do we all! 

Traveling to and from the conference, along the 
boundaries of Lake Okeechobee, seeing the small towns 
to the south, bordered by the sugar cane fields and the 
dike, with the vast cattle ranges to the north, clarified 
many of the concerns expressed in the sessions and helped 
me put things in context. 

As individuals we need to listen carefully and support 
effective actions, some of which I heard as:  Questions of 
the green harvesting of sugar cane; Efforts by the Army 
Corps of Engineers; Discussions at the state and federal 
level by proponents of clean water; Concerns of Native 
Americans; Health and safety issues; Control of invasive 
species; Protection of native plants, birds and animals; 
Clean water for marine ecosystems; and Best Manage-
ment Practices by landowners.

It is encouraging to see these and other issues being 
discussed at a bipartisan level.  I was grateful to have the 
opportunity to meet, converse and hear presentations by 
so many members of the coalition. My understanding ex-
panded and I want to share what I learned with others.

This is the future for us all. Learning, advocacy, strong 
use of the legislative process and grassroots participation 
will all be part of the solution we are committed to find.

David Schuldenfrei   
This year’s 33 Annual Everglades Coalition Conference 

in Stuart, Florida was attended by over 30 major organiza-
tions represented such as the Sierra Club; Everglades Foun-

See Everglades Coalition on Page 6

Lee Growth -- Continued from Page 3
developer and the county joined forces against them, un-
dermining the comprehensive planning the community 
had worked to create to plan for growth. 

With an estimated 1,000 people moving to Florida 
each day, growth is inevitable.  But we can make it smart 
growth.  It  takes more than piecemeal growth improve-
ments to address the compounding and cumulative ef-

fects of bad planning — it takes vision, commitment 
and leadership to protect the environmental resources 
that our community needs to thrive.

While it’s frustrating that good growth plans are 
sometimes ignored, it’s also encouraging to know that 
there are some very passionate grassroots forces here that 
are addressing these issues head on.  
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What Does Stewardship of SCCF’s Conservation Land Mean?
By Chris Lechowicz, Director-Wildlife & Habitat Management/Herpetologist

The SCCF Wildlife & Habitat 
Management (WHM) department 
is in charge of stewardship of all the 
foundation’s conservation lands (al-
most 2,000 acres).  Wildlife research is 
conducted by biologists (Kelly Sloan, 
Audrey Albrecht, and Chris Lechow-
icz) in the WHM department, but the 
actual habitat management activities 
are performed by Victor Young (Land 
Conservation Steward), Dustin Lucas 

(Field Technician), and Chris Lechow-
icz.  This responsibility includes con-
trolling exotic vegetation, performing 
controlled burns, fire line and trail 
maintenance, restorations, and grant 
writing for restorations. All five staff 
members of WHM assist each 
other with departmental projects 
when needed.

Victor and Dustin are the primary 
staff members on the lands from day 
to day. You may see them on the trac-
tor mowing, treating exotic vegetation, 
clearing fire breaks and hiking trails, in-
stalling or repairing gates to properties, 
or rescuing and/or repairing SCCF ve-
hicles in the field.  They also mow and 
trim vegetation around SCCF offices 
and housing.  Victor and Dustin per-
form maintenance and minor repair on 
the vehicles at the WHM building, in-
cluding the sea turtle program vehicles 
(totaling a dozen vehicles and engines).  

During sea turtle season these tasks can 
become very time-consuming due to 
the heavy use of the UTV’s on the beach 
and the damage caused from salt water.  

Keeping SCCF conservation 
lands free of the most aggressive exot-
ic plants is an everlasting task. Annu-
al sweeps of properties is essential to 
keep on top of exotic plant expansion 
and reoccurrence. Victor and Dustin 
spend most of their time outside in 
the habitat keeping checking proper-
ties for new exotic infestations, fallen 
trees blocking fire lines, and prepar-
ing units for prescribed fires. They 
are not often seen by the public be-
cause they are usually on closed con-
servation properties, but their work is 
extensive and evident. They work in 
harsh conditions with the heat, hu-
midity, poison ivy, and biting insects 
much of the year but their work is 
highly appreciated.

June 5, 2014

Victor and 
John Deere

June 13, 2014

Above left:  June 5, 2014 — Prescribed burn in the swale 
behind the Nature Center.  Above right:  June 13 — Vic-
tor Young using the tractor to clear out brushwood in the 
area to the right in the burn photo.  July 16 — In July, the 
rains came, bringing water (and birds) to the swale  Note 
the open area to the right of the lone cabbage palm.

July 16, 2014
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dation; Everglades Trust; SCCF; Conservancy of Southwest 
Florida; “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society; Florida Oceano-
graphic Society; Audubon of Florida; Earthjustice; Florida 
Wildlife Federation; Merrill G. & Emita E. Hastings Foun-
dation; to name just a few.  

Having attended well over 20 of these events over the 
years as both a speaker and general participant I am al-
ways amazed and encouraged by the focus of this many 
different organizations coming together to share their in-
sights and scientific expertise to the issue of dirty water 
throughout the state and how to fix the problem.  It is a 
testament to how the Everglades Coalition can gather all 
these voices and scientific knowledge into one place and 
speak as one voice to the powers that be “That Dirty Pol-
luted Water” will not be tolerated anywhere in the state of 
Florida any longer.  The science has been in for years and 
there has been significant progress in passing legislation 
that will ultimately solve the causes of this pollution and 
stop the disastrous Lake Okeechobee water releases to the 
East and West coasts of Florida.

The conference featured a few dignitaries such as 
Senator Negron; U.S. Senator Nelson; U.S. Senator Gra-
ham and U.S. Representatives Francis Rooney and Char-
lie Crist, all champions of the Florida Everglades.  All 

these gentleman recognize the future of Florida and its 
economic health are dependent on the health of the Ever-
glades and clean water throughout the state.  Their voices 
and support have helped us all make serious progress to-
ward our goal of Clean Water for everyone.

One conclusion you could not escape from seeing is 
the need for funding for the many Federal and State laws 
that have been passed.  Florida residents and our out of 
state Florida property owners may hold the key to apply-
ing the necessary pressure to achieving proper funding for 
these bills.  Our out of State Florida property owners are 
always asking what they can do to help.  The answer is 
simple –put as much pressure on and make your voices 
heard repeatedly to your home State Congressional del-
egations to hold Appropriation Committee meetings to 
fund all the major bills already passed to clean up both 
Florida waters as well as water ways in their own state.

We all need to continue the fight for Clean Water.  We 
have made great progress recently but there is not time to 
rest as saving the environment from extinction will not 
wait.  Dead is Dead and there is no coming back from 
Dead.   Everyone needs to support this effort in any way 
they can with their time, voice and donations.  Together 
we will win this fight!

Everglades Action Day in Tallahassee

The Coalition for Sugar Reform

Everglades Coalition members and local community advocates gathered in Tallahassee on January 22-23 (photo 
on Page 1) urging legislators to support four priorities including; 1) Funding for Everglades restoration including sup-
port for DEP’s budget request for $305.8 million for planning, construction and operation of Everglades restoration 
projects; 2) Funding and support to implement the EAA reservoir project with $64 million this year;  3) Support for 
SB 370 by Senator Bradley to increased and dedicated funding of $100 million for the Florida Forever land conserva-
tion program and 4) Protection of Florida’s investment in Everglades restoration through responsible energy produc-
tion and through support of the fracking ban bills.

This opportunity provides a unique chance to be part of the legislative process by educating and establishing 
relationships with lawmakers.  This year our team was honored to be in charge of visiting the House and Senate 
leadership members. 

Everglades Coalition -- Continued from Page 4

Every five years or so the Farm Bill is reauthorized and in 2018 its up again.  The farm bill is where the price sup-
ports for sugar cane are enshrined that cause U.S. sugar prices to be higher than the world market.  

 Only Congress Can Reform the U.S. Sugar Program.   This year the Coalition For Sugar Reform  is working to 
engage broader support to level the playing field by changing the unfair,  wasteful taxpayer dollars spent on subsidies that 
harm small, family-owned businesses that are the backbone of our nation’s economy and Everglades restoration efforts.  

According to a 2012 report by RTI International, commissioned by The Everglades Foundation, about 76% of the 
phosphorus entering and polluting the Everglades is from agriculture, including sugar production. Meanwhile, only 
24% of phosphorus clean-up costs are paid by agriculture — sugar producers included.  Momentum is building to 
reform of the U.S. sugar program in this years farm bill.  Find out more about the coalition:   http://sugarreform.org/



Page 7

Did you ever pull up an anchor to see a chunk 
of mud and seagrass still clinging to the flukes? 
Did you ever feel a little guilty about what just 
happened to the seagrass community beneath 
you? If you considered the potential impact even 
further, you would possibly have envisioned some 
small critters living in that mud or seagrass which 
are suddenly thrown out of their home. 

And if you are really a deep thinker or worry 
a lot in general, your mind may have considered: 
1) now what happens to these little critters; 2) will 
they be able to live in that hole I just created? 3) 
will that hole eventually be naturally repaired? 4) 
what happens around a popular anchoring area 
where lots of boats are constantly dropping an-
chors and chains only to pull them back up?

These are just a few of the questions re-
searchers with SCCF Marine Laboratory hope 
to answer for the West Coast Inland Navigation 
District (WCIND). SCCF will design a study 
to look at anchoring impacts on critters living 
on the bottom. We at the lab have pulled up 
anchor many times and pondered the impacts 
of what we have just done. Previous research on 

prop scars in seagrass beds was spear-headed by SCCF’s Dr. Rick Bartleson 
(funded by Humiston and Moore), and gave us insight on the ability of 
scars to recover lost seagrass. But this study will delve deeper, considering 

not only the seagrass but also the worms, clams, crustaceans and other critters living within the sand, mud or muck 
those anchors dug in to.  

It seems like a straightforward thing to study – just go out there and sample some mud from a boat anchor hole, 
but as you know, about everything is more complicated than it first appears. In designing this study the Marine Lab 
scientists will need to consider many variables including water depth, seagrass type and density, number of boats and 
their size and type, anti-fouling paint on the boat, anchor type and chain length, period of time anchored, bottom 
sediment type, and size of hole dug by anchor system. This isn’t all of the issues we will need to consider and you can 
probably come up with a few important ones as you read this. 

To design the study, our scientists will try to “control” many of these variables by making them similar between 
study sites. If we can’t “control” the factors, we use statistics to help guide us toward how each factor is having an im-
pact on critters or seagrass. In the end we hope that this study will allow us to determine if anchoring has significant 
bad effects and what those effects are.

Once we have the results, WCIND can consider what can be done to reduce anchoring impacts in the area. Those 
of you familiar with Estero Bay behind Fort Myers Beach know there is a forest of boats floating (or sinking) there. 
That area will provide the Marine Lab impacted study sites. We will also need to come up with similar sites which do 
not have anchor craters all over to act as “control” sites. Control sites will allow us to contrast how impacted sites dif-
fer from sites where boats don’t anchor. The experimental design is now taking shape and we plan to do the study this 
spring and have a report to WCIND with some interesting answers by September. 

Keep the SCCF Newsletter as your primary media source and be one of the first to read the captivating results. 
You will be glad you did.

Anchoring Effects on the Benthic Community
By Mark Thompson, Marine Lab Research Associate

Above:  Example impact 
from boat interaction with 
seagrass beds. Left:  Sort-
ing, counting and iden-
tifying creatures found in 
sediment samples.
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Mark your calendars for the Sunday, April 22 celebration of Earth Day with 
the inventor of LuminAid, Anna Stork.  Providing solar lights to the 1.4 billion 
people who have no access to an electrical grid can improve education, increase 
work production, improve education, enable development, reduced poverty and 
improve health?  And after natural disasters, solar lamps have brought comfort 
and safety to thousands, sending free lights to disaster victims in time of need..

LuminAid works to provide resources to people in need, while building a $5 
million retail business. 

Anna Stork and her design partner, Andrea Sreshta, developed an inflatable 
light diffuser with an LED bulb and solar panel attached as a college project. Waterproof, energy-efficient and unsink-
able, the first LuminAid product was demonstrated on Shark Tank in 2012. 

Details will follow in the April newsletter about reservations for her talk.  LuminAid recently launched a solar 
light with a USB port to charge a cell phone. How many of us could have used a handy device like that in September? 

The Native Landscapes & Garden 
Center welcomed three new interns in 
January.  Please stop by the Bailey Home-
stead or find them at an event to say hello!

 Brenna Hare is a recent graduate of 
Humboldt State University where she 
received her B.S. in Environmental Sci-
ence along with a minor in Rangeland 
Resource Science. Prior to her arrival 
at SCCF, Brenna worked with Ameri-
can Conservation Experience at Piedras 
Blancas Light Station in California. In 
the future, she plans to pursue a graduate 
degree focusing on soil microbiology and 
restoration. Ultimately, Brenna hopes to 
work as a restoration specialist for a non-
profit, where she feels she can put her research and passion to use restoring degraded landscapes. In her free time, 
Brenna enjoys kayaking, hiking, and traveling in her campervan.

Mia Claridy is a recent graduate from California Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo, California 
where she studied Environmental Management and Protection. Minoring in plant biology and sustainable environ-
ments cultivated a love for plants and peoples' connection with them, which is what attracted her to SCCF! Mia hopes 
to pursue a career in environmental advocacy focusing on causes like implementation of renewable energy systems, 
improvement of treatment towards animals, and protection of land for multiple uses. Mia can't wait to explore all the 
beaches, tropical fruit, and wildlife viewing in Lee County during her free time! 

Meredith came from Virginia to be an intern for SCCF. She graduated from Virginia Tech in 2015 with a major 
in Communication Studies and a minor in Agricultural Business. Working with the land is her passion! Since gradu-
ating she has been working many jobs in three different countries. Although some jobs have been very odd, she has 
managed to do a bit of what she loves in the United States, New Zealand and Australia; from working with vineyards 
and beekeepers to u-pick farms and peony farms, each experience has been wildly different and just as rewarding. 
Meredith came to SCCF to learn more about the importance of native plants in a region and further her knowledge 
in the ecosystem within the island...and she says the stretch of beach and endless amounts of shells to find aren't too 
shabby either. After work, you can find her at the beach or exploring the local eateries that Lee County has to offer. 

Welcome Native Landscapes & Garden Center Interns

Garden Center Interns Meredith Roberts, Brenna Hare and Mia Claridy

Earth Day at SCCF on April 22
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SCCF’s Intern Program, a Win-Win Initiative
By Gwenda Hiett-Clements, Immediate Past President, SCCF Board of Trustees

SCCF’s intern program provides career-searching col-
lege students and recent graduates with valuable experi-
ences in SCCF’s Native Landscapes & Garden Center, 
Marine Laboratory, Wildlife & Habitat Management and 
Environmental Education programs.

 “Their energy and new look at all of SCCF’s activities 
add tremendously to the effectiveness of our programs,” 
said SCCF Executive Director Erick Lindblad.

 All department heads agree that the intern experience 
is valuable for both the program’s operation and the select-
ed intern.

 Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes and Garden Center 
Director, said, “Our intern program is dual purposed; it 
allows early professionals the opportunity to gain more 
hands-on experience in the conservation and native plant 
horticulture fields, and we (the NLGC) are able to tackle 
projects that we wouldn't otherwise have the manpower to 
accomplish.  In addition, our interns bring new, updated 
information from their educational experiences as well as 
an enthusiasm about our work that helps to keep our staff 
and our department energized.”

NLGC Intern James Burlage, who graduated from the 
University: St. Vincent College, Latrobe, PA with a degree 
in Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science, said, 
“The chance to work for SCCF as an intern was a great op-
portunity to explore a unique environment, meet a variety 
of people who are enthusiastic about protecting the natu-
ral world, and pick up new skills that would be useful in 
the career I hope to develop. I've really enjoyed seeing the 
diverse forms of wildlife on the islands.  It's clear that en-
gaging the community to support the native environment 
has allowed for the biodiversity of the islands to remain 
mostly intact. What I've learned during the internship will 
be helpful in opening a dialogue with other communities 
who could benefit from supporting native wildlife or im-
plementing sustainable landscaping practices.”

 Sea Turtle Coordinator, Kelly Sloan noted that during 
the summer nesting season, interns are invaluable to the 
successful operation of the program with their field work. 
The night crew works with the adult females to collect im-
portant data about nesting, hatching, foraging, and migra-
tions of sea turtles in our area. The daytime interns help 
with nesting monitoring surveys and strandings. 

Sloan said, “In addition to their beach surveys, we rely 
heavily on interns to keep everything running smoothly 
behind the scenes, from data management to stocking sup-

plies and keeping the vehicles fueled. They bring amazing 
enthusiasm to the program that keeps the energy level high 
even in the busiest part of the season!”

 Wildlife & Habitat Management (WHM) Director 
Chris Lechowicz added that the hiring of interns direct-
ly affects the work that can be done in that department. 
“Most of the projects we work on require more help than 
our full-time staff can offer. Without interns, the quality 
and quantity of projects we undertake would be very limit-
ed. This would reduce our visibility in the community and 
in the field as active participants in conservation work.”

WHM has interns who help the field technicians with 
property management, exotic plant control, landscaping 
around the offices, etc. They can also be active in the biol-
ogy fields helping with indigo snake, gopher tortoise, dia-
mondback terrapin, box turtle, frog call surveys, fish and 
macro–invertebrate sampling, and small mammal trapping, 
as well as the data entry and write-ups on these projects.

Dr. Eric Milbrandt, Marine Lab Director, explained 
that the opportunity for interns in the marine science area 
are particularly important. He said that research opportu-
nities for recent graduates in Marine Science are rare and 
most in Florida are limited to opportunities to work with 
faculty members and graduate students on an hourly basis 
or for credits. Unless undergraduates go directly to gradu-
ate school, opportunities are lacking. 

He said, “The Marine Lab targets these individuals 
who seek to enrich their experiences before entering gradu-
ate school and give them more focus on the specific re-
search that they would like to pursue as a career. As part 
of their internship with SCCF, they are asked to choose a 
staff mentor and develop an independent project and pres-
ent their findings to a public audience before they leave. 
Most of our interns enter into a graduate program after 
their SCCF Internship.” 

Marine Lab intern Claire Cook, who earned a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Aquatic Ecology from The Evergreen 
State College in Olympia, Washington, found that opportu-
nity most valuable. “Having independently driven research 
experience is vital for admission to graduate school, and it al-
lows me to work through some of the planning troubleshoot-
ing processes that will be critical in future master’s work. 

During her internship she focused on working with 
marine lab staff to monitor the success of restoration proj-
ects. “It's exciting to see restoration projects implemented 

See Interns on Page 10
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… and to see positive results following those projects such 
as the success of oyster reef restoration projects in Tarpon 
Bay and San Carlos Bay.”

Environmental Education Director Kristie Anders 
summoned it up with this observation: “Internships are 
not free labor. They are two-way streets expanding their 
horizons as they work as apprentices. Our job is to help in 
their career development. We are just seeds helping young 
people grow into productive professionals. 

 “Interns bring fresh perspectives to our major work 
areas. They bring contemporary thinking straight from 
university settings, they can accomplish things on their cell 
phone with one hand tied behind their backs that one of us 
dinosaurs can’t figure out on our desktops for weeks.”

 
Meeting the Need:  Volunteers Give Time, Talent, Treasure 
to Refurbish Housing

In 1988 SCCF’s two intern housing cottages, one two-
unit duplex and one four-unit lodge, were donated by the 
Colony Resort on the east end of Sanibel and moved to 
their current site just west of the Nature Center. At that 
time, they were placed on pilings and brought up to hous-
ing codes; however, since then no major updating in the 
working and living areas had been done.

One of the major goals resulting from the Foundation’s 
2014 Strategic Planning workshop was to increase the num-

ber of intern opportunities each year by updating the living 
space. The plan was made for freshening up with new floor-
ing, painting, new appliances, fixtures and furniture.

 As it has been said many times in SCCF’s history, 
when the need is identified, someone steps up to meet it. 
In this case, many SCCF volunteers stepped up and were 
led by Deborah La Gorce. 

To fund the project, Deborah donated money given by 
friends and family in her husband John’s memory. The La 
Gorce family added necessary funds to refurbish both cot-
tages and to establish the La Gorce Family Intern Housing. 

Deborah explained that the Intern Housing project 
had two purposes for her — an appropriate use of the gifts 
in memory of John, and an appropriate legacy in which to 
involve her children and seven grandchildren in the con-
cept of supporting what is meaningful to them and to the 
community they love.

“Our parents’ dedication to preserving the island and 
its creatures, both in the water and out, means that our 
children’s children will be able to enjoy the natural splen-
dor of an island that will remain as it is today. SCCF is 
an amazing steward of the beautiful nature that surrounds 
each of us. We are lucky to have such a dedicated staff and 
interns, along with so many volunteers who are passionate 
about preserving ‘our’ special place,” said Deborah’s daugh-
ter Judith Bright.

Deborah’s daughter Aimee La Gorce-Jeans added that, 

Interns -- Continued from Page 9

From left:  Gillian La Gorce, Henry Bright, 
Deborah La Gorce, Elliott La Gorce, James 
Bright, Mary Ellen Pfeifer, Katie Jeans,  
Izzie Jeans. Grandson William Bright was  
taking a summer school course.
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as it is with all the La Gorce children, “Sanibel is a very 
special place for our family. We come from England every 
summer to enjoy precious family time in its peaceful, natu-
ral surroundings. It is the only American home our chil-
dren have ever known, and we know that no matter where 
in the world they will live, they will always come back to 
Sanibel. I know my siblings and our children are commit-
ted to both SCCF and the endowment of the intern hous-
ing so that Sanibel and Captiva can be protected for future 
generations of residents and visitors alike.”

 
It Takes a Village of Volunteers

Deborah said, “I am most proud of the way everyone 
worked together – from those who donated in John’s mem-
ory to those volunteers who worked to the last gasp pitch-
ing in their energy and good will.”

Deborah, Mary Ellen Pfeifer and Ron Gibson had pre-
viously served on an ad hoc Housing Committee in refur-
bishing SCCF’s Wilmeth Cottage which is used by visiting 
scientists. 

Mary Ellen said, “At that point we knew that we had 
this home to remodel quickly before the scientists arrived 
and on the horizon were two more intern houses to address 
immediately 

“With a timeline looming it can be overwhelming, but 
the group worked so well together.  I am most proud that 
in less than three years our team transformed the Wilmeth 
Cottage to accommodate four to six visiting scientists and 
created flexible space in the intern houses for 10 to 14 in-
terns.  Without the La Gorce family and their generosity, 
none of this would have been possible.”  

 Mary Ellen and Deborah made many marathon shop-
ping trips. “We had more fun joking with sales reps, ask-
ing for discounts, and eating Costco hot dogs.  Choosing 
paint, tile, flooring, appliances, furniture, linens and art-
work is daunting.” 

During the completion of the second intern house, 
Mary Ellen took on the role of coordinating timelines and 
keeping everyone on the committee updated weekly to 
keep work on schedule. Ron Gibson was always on hand 

to lend management and muscle.  
Other SCCF volunteers put their special, creative 

touches to the housing, making them truly homes for the 
interns.  Board member Sandy Gross, a professional glass 
artist with a major studio in Cincinnati, Ohio, personally 
designed and hand-crafted tiles for the kitchens in both cot-
tages. She handled the installation to make sure everything 
was placed perfectly to enhance the décor of the homes.

And, of course, the volunteer SCCF Hammerheads, 
headed by Dean Skaugstad, played a major role, building 
special furniture to fit the living and dorm spaces. Each 
dormitory area has Hammerhead-constructed twin beds 
with storage underneath and a pulldown headboard that 
serves as a desk. The crew also built a wall unit and re-
finished floors.

On visiting the housing, Deborah’s grandchildren gave 
their seals of approval. Katie Jeans, 14, said, “I am so proud 
my family is involved in preserving these special islands for 
nature and future generations. I am thinking of becoming 
a Marine Biologist and would love to be able to stay in such 
a cool flat like the Intern Housing. I love the storage units 
behind the twin beds.”

Her younger sister Isobel, 10, added, “I want to sleep 
on the top bunk whilst listening to nature’s chorus.”

And the interns are very appreciative. James Burlage, 
NLGC intern, said, “There are plenty of cooking utensils, 
pots, and pans in the kitchen, and no coins are needed to 
run the washing machine and dryer (a huge step up for 
me).  There's an alligator in the wetland behind the house 
that I like to say hi to everyday after work.  The Hammer-
heads have been very helpful in improving living condi-
tions for us — all of us are very grateful for the blinds they 
installed and everything else they do.”

Claire Cook, Marine lab intern, said, “I was very im-
pressed by the condition of the intern housing! Generally, 
intern or seasonal staff housing is not ideal, so I was expect-
ing to arrive at a hovel. But the house is spacious and bright 
and far more immaculate than I expected. It wasn't long 
before it felt like home.”

Interns -- Continued from left

Green Sea Turtle Tagging Results at Next Evening at the Homestead
Last summer, SCCF’s sea turtle program teamed 

up with the Conservancy of Southwest Florida to tag 
green sea turtles nesting on Sanibel and Keewaydin Is-
lands.  By mid-September, the tagging had already shown 
some amazing results:  Isabella, a green tagged on Sani-
bel on June 26, made her way north to Manasota Key, 

then south to the Florida Keys, then up the east coast to 
Cocoa Beach, then back south to the Marquesas (west of 
Key West), a known overwintering location for east coast 
green sea turtles.

Join SCCF on March 5 when SCCF’s Sea Turtle Co-
ordinator Kelly Sloan will be joined by Dave Addison (of 

See Green Turtles on Page 12
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New SCCF Weeds ‘N’ Seeds  
Native Plant Checklist

Sanibel School 4th Graders  
Learned about Barn Owls

Hot off the Press!  SCCF’s Weeds ‘N’ Seeds volun-
teers have compiled a new SCCF Plant Check-
list!  The new list will be used for their public bo-
tanical walks in January, February, and March.  
Shown here Candice Ethridge, Mike Rice, Karl 
Werner, Ruth Brooks, and Betty Eertmoed.

On a recent trip to the nature center,  both  4th grade classes 
learned about barn owls and how to help them.  They took home the 
barn owl brochure to make sure their family pest control professional 
was not using these rat poisons toxic to wildlife...brodifacoum, bro-
maiolone, difenacoum, or difethialone.  Here they are seen with the 
barn owl box that the Hammerheads will install for them by the 
pavilion at the Sanibel School.   The school does not use rat poisons.

the Conservancy of Southwest Florida) and Dean Bagley (from the Uni-
versity of Central Florida Marine Turtle Research Group, Inwater Research 
Group) to share what we have learned from these telemetry projects and 
how the results contribute to sea turtle conservation.

The SCCF/Conservancy project is the first to use satellite telemetry 
to “follow” locally nesting green turtles.  Dean Bagley was among those 
who pioneered satellite tracking of adult male and female green turtles on 
Florida’s east coast.  Tracking has provided valuable information about the 
turtles’ post-nesting movements and the location of their foraging grounds.

Decades ago, experts believed that green sea turtles in Florida were on 
the brink of extinction. After many years of targeted conservation efforts, 
it appears that they are making a comeback. Data from the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) indicate that green turtle 
nest counts in Florida have increased approximately one hundredfold in 
the past few decades.  

While conservation efforts appear to be having a positive impact, 
long term protection of sea turtles requires an in-depth understanding 
about their distributions, migratory patterns, and habitat utilization.  In-
formation about the in-water movements of sea turtles allows managers to develop informed conservation strategies 
and provides scientific support when establishing critical habitat. 

The green sea turtle tagging program, the next Evening at the Homestead program, will be held Monday, March 
5 in the pavilion at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 Periwinkle Way.  Refreshments at 6:30 p.m.; program begins 
at 7 p.m.  Tickets $10 per person through Eventbrite — at sccf.org go to Programs, then Calendar.

Green Turtles-- Continued from Page 11
Isabella’s track through January
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SCCF March 2018  Program Schedule
Bailey hoMeSTead:  Making The land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Preserve 
blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic property, 
the history of the land itself and some stories about the Bailey 
family, which farmed the land for three generations.  Wednes-
days at 10 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet 
at the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near the 
entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 for more information.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  
  

BoBcaT TaleS
“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American  range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Tuesday, March 20 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

BoWMan’S Beach & Bayou Walk

Meet your SCCF guide at Bowman’s Beach at the foot of 
the bridge that crosses the bayou on the way to the beach.  
Your guide will lead you along the beach towards Blind 
Pass and back along the back dune/bayou trail.  Keep your 
eyes open for shorebirds and gopher tortoises.  Learn about 
SCCF’s 50-year role in island preservation.  Free to all.  You 
must pay to park.  Wednesdays at 9 a.m. through March. 

calooSahaTchee oxBoW & riverlore cruiSe
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Friday, No-
vember 24, 2017 (sold out) and, in 2018, all on Sunday:  
January 28 (almost sold out at press time), March 11 and 
25, April 15 and May 13.  Space is limited. Advance res-
ervations and payment required.  Register online:  from sccf.
org, click on Resources upper right and follow Oxbow Cruise 
dropdown.  $45 per person.   
  

The ciTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T
Chronicling over a century of preserving paradise, the 
program celebrates the forward thinking of many island-
ers from the early 20th century thru today.  Learn of ac-
tions of Theodore Roosevelt through “Ding” Darling, 
establishment of the Refuge, founding of SCCF, lead-up 
to the incorporation and ensuing history of the City of 
Sanibel.  Learn about many of the key steps islanders have 
taken and what  lies  ahead  with  most  pressing issues 
for the future of these emeralds in the sea.  We live in a 
rarified place and it is not accident.  Monday, March 19 at 
10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

conServaTion phoTography:  eThicS in pracTice

With the rise of digital cameras and smartphones, the 
world of photography has been made accessible to just 
about everyone. Wildlife and landscape photography are 
especially popular in Southwest Florida with our access to 
unique environments and species. But these ecosystems 
are fragile and knowing the best practices to protect a 
species makes for an ethical photographer. Learn about 
conservation photography and what considerations to 
keep in mind when photographing the wildness around 
us. SCCF Public Outreach Coordinator Alexis Horn is 
a published professional photographer eager to share her 
knowledge and passion for this subject.  Tuesday, March 20 
at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free.

eagle and oWl TaleS
Come and hear local tales of island eagles and owls and 
what is being done to help them thrive.  SCCF erected a 
nesting platform 70 feet tall in place of a dead nesting tree 
for a pair of eagles and they continue to nest there today.  
Owls of the islands include the newly returned barn owls 
as well as screech and great horned owls.  You are invited to 
learn about the life cycles of these silent night hunters and 
the adaptations that make them so successful in the dark. 
Learn about how rat poisons can harm our owls and eagles.  
Thursday, March 8  at 10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  

Florida panTherS and WildliFe corridorS
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few years 
have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there is hope 
in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive cat to 
spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining SCCF, 
Alexis Horn ran the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. 
Learn what makes Florida panthers unique and why they are 
so vital to our environment.  Tuesday, March 13 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
    

garden Walk aT The hoMeSTead
Take a guided walk through the native plant, wildflower, 
kitchen and tea gardens at the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve.  Learn about the uses of the plants by humans, 
butterflies, birds and pollinators. You will end your walk 
with a sip of tea from the gardens infused with sea grape 
honey from the island.  Fridays at 1 p.m.  Meet on the 
deck at the Native Landscapes & Garden Center.  Free to 
members and children, $5 for non-members.
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gaTor & crocodile TaleS
The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient 
tale of survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is 
closely intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs 
and what we must do to ensure our safety and their sur-
vival on the islands.  Wednesday, March 14 at 10 a.m. at 
the Nature Center.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
  

honey deMonSTraTion & SaMpling, 
Did you know that Florida beekeepers produce over a dozen 
different types of honey?  Meet local beekeeper David Curtis, 
who has hives on SCCF preserves and produces our SCCF 
honey, and learn how local beekeepers extract honey from 
their hives and taste a variety of different types of Florida 
honey.  A demonstration will be given, along with sampling 
to follow.  Tuesday, March 6 at 10:30 a.m. at the Native Land-
scapes & Garden Center at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 
Periwinkle Way.  RSVP to the Native Landscapes & Garden 
Center at 239-472-1932. Registration: $10.
  

hurricaneS, WaTerSpouTS & lighTning

Stormy Weather looks at some of this area’s most lively 
weather phenomena including waterspouts, hurricanes 
and lightning storms.  Volatile weather is not uncommon 
in any season.  South Florida is the lightning capital of the 
country.  Collisions of clouds, tropical storms and other 
severe weather events shape our islands and human exis-
tence.  Monday, March 12 at 10 a.m.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members. 
   

oTTer TaleS

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
2004’s Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this 
large, aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  
river otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture 
the hears of all who see them.  Otter sightings have in-
creased recently on SCCF trails.  Wednesday, March 28 at 
10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members 
and children attending for free
  

Shipley Trail aT Bailey hoMeSTead guided Walk

Take a guided walk on the SCCF Shipley Trail. Stroll 
across the Star Thomas Memorial Bridge and then con-
nect with Pond Apple Trail.  Learn how SCCF manages 
this property as wildlife habitat on Sanibel’s populated 
east end.  The walk will meander along Pond Apple trail 
around the man-made ponds that are home to wildlife 
such as alligators, anhingas, and woodstorks.  Even eagles 
may be spotted.  Park and meet your guide at the Wel-
come Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, at the SCCF 
Bailey Homestead Preserve at 1300 Periwinkle Way.  The 
kiosk is immediately to the left as you enter thru the gate 
into the preserve.   This is a mostly shaded, easy walk last-

ing approximately one hour.  Fridays at 10 a.m. starting on 
January 19 through March 30.  No charge for the walks.   

ShoreBirdS oF SaniBel & capTiva
Join SCCF biologists to learn about the shorebird species 
that nest on our beaches, including snowy plovers, least 
terns and wilson’s plovers.  SCCF has been monitoring 
beach nesting birds on Sanibel since 2002.  Learn how you 
can safely share the beach and help us protect our feathered 
friends.  Thursday, March 1, 15 and 29 at 2 p.m.  Free to 
members and children, $5 for non-members.
   

TideS/Where iS Sea level?
Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can see sea 
grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  What and 
where is mean sea level? Why is it important?  This is an in-
troduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the moon 
orbits and the winds blow. Monday, March 5 and 26 at 10 
a.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.

Trail WalkS: explore SaniBel’S inTerior WeTlandS

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  Join us for a guided 
walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges 
of the Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, 
natural and cultural history and preservation efforts.  
Trail walks begin on January 16 and will be offered through 
March on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 11 a.m.  
Meet at the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 per 
person for non-members.

TurTle TrackS
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, March 1 and 15 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

WeedS and SeedS

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, visit-
ing different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, and 
are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group will 
meet at the Nature Center porch.  Depending on the loca-
tion visited, you may need parking money.  Please bring a 
hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed shoes with 
socks.  Mondays, March 12 and 26.  Meet at the Nature Cen-
ter at 8:45 a.m., at the base of the porch and carpool to the site.  
Walks are free but donations to SCCF are welcome.

SCCF March 2018  Program Schedule
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer0

Cheryl Giattini
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Kelly Sloan

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Kristie Anders
Jenny Evans

Eric Milbrandt

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal habitats and aquatic resources 

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

March 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957
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April 2018

SCCF Member Update

New Marine Lab Building is Progressing

See Shorebirds on Page 2

During the spring and summer you 
will notice areas of beach on Sanibel and 
Captiva roped off to protect our nesting 
shorebirds and sea turtles. February 15th 
marks the official start of Snowy Plover 
nesting season in the state of Florida, 
with Wilson’s Plovers and Least Terns fol-
lowing a little later; typically nesting in 
late April or early May.  Sea turtles begin 
nesting in April as well. 

All three of our nesting shorebird spe-
cies lay their eggs in shallow depressions in 
the sand. These nests are very hard to see 
and could easily be stepped on or run over, 
so they must be protected to prevent accidental destruction. Sea turtles 
bury their eggs in the sand, and their nests must also be roped off to 

The exterior of the new Marine Lab at Tarpon Bay has been painted, and the gutters and window shades have been installed. 
Much more work is happening inside the Lab.  Electrical and plumbing rough-ins were finished in February and drywall 
started in March. 

By Audrey Albrecht, Shorebird Program Coordinator/Biologist
How to Protect Beach Nesting Wildlife

Can you find the Wilson’s plover nest?
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Shorebirds -- Continued from Page 1
avoid damage from heavy foot traffic.

The enclosures for sea turtle 
nests are much smaller than those for 
shorebirds, and for good reason. Af-
ter a turtle lays her eggs, she returns 
to the sea.  Only the immediate nest 
area must be protected, and a screen 
is secured on the surface of the sand 
to discourage digging predators. 

Shorebirds must stay with their 
nests until the chicks hatch, and 
they will still need a protected area 
to raise their chicks after hatching. A 
shorebird enclosure is much larger as 
there needs to be a protective buffer 
around the nest. 

If people and dogs are too close, 
the adults will be flushed off the nest 
and that is a very dangerous thing. Eggs 
and chicks left exposed to the elements 
are subject to overheating, hypother-
mia in the rain, and getting buried in 
sand in high wind conditions. These 
can all happen very quickly. 

As a beachgoer, there are several 
things you can do to help protect our 
nesting birds. 

When you see an enclosure on 
the beach, the first and most obvious 
thing you can do is stay outside the 
posted area. Our beach nesting birds 
are incredibly well camouflaged. It 
may not look like there is anything in 
that enclosure but there is. If you see 
something inside the enclosure, such 
as a piece of trash or a Frisbee, please 
do not attempt to retrieve it. You can 
report these types of things to SCCF 
using the phone number listed on the 
signs (239/472-2329).  If you see a 

person or a dog entering an enclo-
sure, you can call the number on the 
signs to report these violations as well 
(Either SCCF or 888-404-FWCC 
for Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission). Sanibel Island 
beaches do allow dogs but they must 
be leashed at all times, and absolutely 
are not allowed to enter shorebird or 
sea turtle enclosures.

In addition to respecting enclo-
sure boundaries, beachgoers can help 
our beach nesting species by picking 
up trash and not leaving food on the 
beach. Trash and food are big attrac-
tants for some major nest predators 
including crows, gulls, raccoons, 
and even coyotes. Trash can also kill 
wildlife- especially plastic bags, plas-
tic straws, 6-pack holders and bottle 
caps. Animals often mistake these 
items for food and can die eating 
them, or become entangled in them.  
Crows and gulls are the top predator 

for snowy plover eggs and chicks, and 
it is essential that we keep them away 
from nesting areas. Raccoons and 
coyotes are predators of both shore-
bird and sea turtle nests. 

It is also very important to fill in 
any holes on the beach. Small chil-
dren love digging! Unfortunately these 
holes can be death traps to flightless 
chicks and sea turtle hatchlings. If they 
fall in they cannot get themselves back 
out! Please protect our precious baby 
birds and turtles by filling in these 
holes and preventing a tragedy.  There 
are many more things you can do to 
protect our beach nesting wildlife. If 
you are interested in learning more 
contact our shorebird biologist at 
shorebirds@sccf.org or attend a presen-
tation about beach nesting birds every 
other Thursday in the Nature Center 
(April 12 and 26 at 2 p.m).

You can keep up with all of SCCF's stories and news by signing up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org
Sign up for Policy Action Alerts at sccf.org, under Resources then Action Alerts
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You may have already heard. There is some very challenging news about the Annual 
Fund Drive ending in three short months.

SCCF has learned we will not be receiving a $150,000.00 operating grant we have been 
blessed to receive every spring for many years. The donor, a truly wonderful person, wanted 
to help with a deserving and unexpected need arising elsewhere, so we understandably had 
to take a funding break for this year. We hope things will be different next year.

For now, though, we need your help as we try to replace that essential funding. We trust 
you know the countless ways your support drives SCCF’s mission, programs and operations.

If you have already made your FY2017-2018 gift, please consider making a second con-
tribution to SCCF before June 30. If you haven’t yet decided about renewing your Annual 
Fund Drive gift, please consider doing so at this time, perhaps at a higher level for this year. 
No matter what you decide, please know you are all truly valued members of the SCCF 
Family.

You can use the remittance envelope mailed to you, donate on www.sccf.org, or call 
Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768 to help us meet this funding challenge.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this heartfelt request.

See Drilling on Page 4

$835K

$560K

2017-18 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE

As of 2/28/18

HELP!

The current ban on oil and gas 
exploration and drilling in the East-
ern Gulf of Mexico off Florida ex-
pires in 2022 but proposals to ac-
celerate and expand drilling areas are 
being developed.  The Federal agency 
tasked with making recommenda-
tions on drilling in our coastal waters 
is the Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-
agement (BOEM).   

The proposal to end drilling 
protections in the Eastern Gulf of 
Mexico are unnecessary, dangerous 
and could have devastating econom-
ic and environmental consequences 
associated with the expansion of 
drilling in our waters. 

Americans feel very strongly 
about this issue as evidenced by the 
1.5 million citizen comments that 
have been made through email, 

phone calls and letters on the Draft 
Proposed Outer Continental Shelf 

Oil and Gas Leasing Program (see 
map, above) which would drastically 

Banning Oil & Gas Drilling in the Eastern Gulf
By Holly Schwartz, Natural Resource Policy Assistant
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expand the areas targeted for oil and gas exploration.
Opening the Eastern Gulf of Mexico to oil and gas 

drilling exposes Florida’s coastal waters to many threats:
•	 Oil	and	Gas	exploration	in	the	Eastern	Gulf	of	Mex-

ico would have a direct impact on the health of our 
tourism economy.  Lee County tourism alone gener-
ates $3 billion a year in revenue and  supports one in 
five jobs in the county.  Drilling infrastructure drives 
away tourism.  The mere threat of oil washing up 
on the shores of Southwest Florida during the 2010 
Deep Water Horizon spill resulted in an $84 million 
dollar loss of revenue to Lee County.

•	 Drilling	 infrastructure	 is	 vulnerable	 to	 hurricanes.		
More frequent and intense  storms increase the chance 
of damage to drilling rigs and associated spills  

•	 Seismic	air	gun	blasting	used	to	explore	for	oil	and	gas	
is harmful to marine animals, interfering with com-
munication, causing hearing and sensory loss, disori-
entation, pain and even death.  The blasting tests take 
place every 10 seconds for weeks at a time, with the 
disturbing impacts being known to travel up to 1,000 
miles through the ocean.

•	 Environmental	damage	from	oil	and	gas	exploration	
is not just from a large spill.  Micro spills and routine 
leaks would have a direct impact on the health of our 
coastal waters and our fisheries.  Smaller spills would 
also have an impact on our growing offshore artificial 
reef diving tourism market by killing the ecosystems 
in and around those reefs.
The evidence that a clean environment is vital to a 

healthy economy is getting support from newly released 
statistics. On February 14, 2018, the Bureau of Econom-
ic Analysis (BEA), a Division of the U.S Department of 
Commerce, released a report that details the power of the 
outdoor recreation industry with statistics from 2012 to 

2016.  The report stated that the impact of the outdoor 
recreation industry is $373.7 billion annually, compris-
ing of 2% of the entire 2016 U.S. Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP). These numbers reflect an important impact 
to the economy and the GDP as compared with other 
widely supported industries such as construction (4.3%), 
legal services (1.3%), agriculture which includes farming, 
forestry and fishing (1%) and most notably, mining and 
oil and gas extraction at 1.4%.

The BEA also states that the outdoor recreation in-
dustry is growing by 3.8%, faster than the overall econ-
omy at 2.8%. This is significant because it showcases the 
economic importance of investing in the health and pro-
tection of our natural environment.

While the Trump administration has fast-tracked the 
process to undo the current drilling protections of the 
Eastern Gulf and radically expanded the waters available 
for drilling, our Federal Legislators and our Governor 
have recognized the importance of continued protection 
of our coast.

In January 2018 Congressman Francis Rooney in-
troduced H.R. 4770, Protecting and Securing Florida’s 
Coastline Act.  This legislation proposes to make the 
current Eastern Gulf drilling moratorium permanent. 
The Florida State Constitutional Revision Commis-
sion (CRC) is also considering a proposal to address the 
drilling ban with Commission Proposal 91, GENERAL 
PROVISIONS, Natural resources and scenic beauty; pro-
hibition on drilling for oil or natural gas in coastal waters; 
Section 7 of Article X of the State Constitution to pro-
hibit the drilling for exploration and extraction of oil and 
natural gas in specified coastal waters.

Thanks to those of you who submitted comments 
through our Action Alert to make your voices heard.   
Stay Tuned.

Drilling -- Continued from Page 3

Good news: There is bi-partisan legislation, Sugar 
Policy Modernization Act of 2017 (H.R.4265 / S.2086), 
moving through Congress. The bills introduced  in the 
House by U.S. Representatives Virginia Foxx (R-NC) 
and Danny Davis (D-IL) and in the Senate by U.S. Sena-
tors Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) and Pat Toomey (R-PA) 
would reform the U.S. sugar program so that American 
companies who use sugar as an ingredient in their prod-
ucts have access to adequate amounts of the commodity 
at reasonable market prices.  

Sugar Reform
Provided by the Coalition for Sugar Reform, www.sugarreform.org

Continued right...
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EAA Reservoir Project Moving Forward
Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

The EAA Reservoir project approved as Senate Bill 
10 in last year’s Florida legislature is now state law and 
is on a fast track for making the Federal 2018 Water Re-
source Development Act (WRDA) authorization bill this 
year.  WRDA is the federal bill that authorizes critical 
water projects for the entire nation and is the vehicle for 
advancing U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ projects under 
the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP).  
To expedite the process the South Florida Water Man-
agement District (SFWMD) has taken the lead to model 
project alternatives to meet the very aggressive timeline 
set out in the state law.   

The proposed alternative, called C240A, is located on 
existing state-owned land that is part of the previousely 
authorized Central Everglades Plan (CEP).  Since the  
EAA reservoir project will change the project features au-
thorized under CEP, the plan requires a Post Authoriza-
tion Change Report (PACR) from Congress.  

The selected alternative uses 10,500-acres for a deep 
water storage reservoir of 240,000 acre feet with water 
levels 23-feet-deep, the equivalent of 78 billion-gallons.  
The water would be treated on 6,500-acres of  stormwater 
treatment area, all on the state-owned A-2 parcel and land 
to the west.

Benefits of this plan include reduced harmful dis-
charges to the estuaries, improvements in water levels in 
Lake Okeechobee, and increase in hydrology for the Ev-
erglades.  Estimates of improvements include:
•	 Reducing	 discharge	 volumes	 to	 the	 Caloosahatchee	

and St. Lucie estuaries by 55%  in conjunction with 
completion of other southern restoration projects.

•	 Decrease	in	the	average	annual	volume	of	water	from	
Lake O to the Caloosahatchee from current condi-
tions by 59%.

•	 The	potential	to	increase	flows	south	to	370,000	acre	
feet to provide needed water to the Everglades.
While all modeling has some uncertainty, this project 

is fundamental to changing the harmful discharges to our 
estuary from Lake Okeechboee.  It will not eliminate the 

problem.  In the Caloosahatchee we still have significant 
storage needs in our own watershed, but no other project 
provides an outlet to get this much water out of the lake 
to reduce estuary discharges.  

Additional water quality treatment will be needed to 
meet state water quality standards.  To address our con-
cerns, Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Secretary Noah Valenstein issued Executive Order 18-
0054 to provide commitments that the project will be 
adapted once in operation to pursue additional actions 
to achieve water quality requirements.  We have commu-
nicated our expectation that the project will be adapted 
once in operation to both continue to provide the esti-
mated benefits for flow as well as through additional proj-
ects and policies to meet water quality standards.

The bottom line is that this project is not perfect 
but it is the only project that will provide the level and 
breadth of benefits to improve the health of the estuaries, 
Lake O and the Everglades — benefits that without this 
project are not achievable. 

The City of Sanibel, the Sanibel-Captiva Islands 
Chamber of Commerce, Ding Darling Wildlife Society 
and the Committee of the Islands (COTI) signed onto a 
letter with SCCF and 15 other groups to express support 
for moving the project forward.  On March 8, the SF-
WMD Governing Board voted to advance the plan to the 
Army Corps by March 30, with Corps approval targeted 
for October 1, 2018 so the project can be included in the 
WRDA bill. 

Sugar -- Continued from left
The bills would:  

•	 Ensure	no	cost	to	taxpayers.	The 2008 farm bill contained new sugar program features that allowed largesugar 
processors to default on federal government loans, thereby exposing taxpayers to indefensible costs.  In 2013, this 
led to a nearly $259 million taxpayer-funded bailout for sugar producers. The provisions of the Sugar Policy 
Modernization Act would guarantee that taxpayers would never again have to pick up the tab for loan defaults by 
large sugar processors. See Sugar on Page 6
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Inventor Anna Stork from Lu-
minAID is the keynote speaker for 
SCCF’s Earth Day Event on Sun-
day, April 22 from 1 to 5 p.m.  Anna 
Stork will speak twice, at 1:30 and at 
3 p.m.; seating is limited to 60 and 
advance reservations are required 
through Event Brite (“sccfearthday.
eventbrite.com” and tickets are free), 
first come, first served.  There will 
also be exhibits (no ticket required) 
on “Hacking the Post-Hurricane 
Blues,” with some great ideas for 
post-hurricane survival.

Anna and Andrea Sreshta were 
architecture graduate students at 
Columbia University when asked to 
work a project following the earth-
quake in Haiti. They eventually in-
vented and filed patents for an in-
flatable, waterproof solar light. Soon 
after they formed LuminAid, which 

now produces a whole line of solar 
light products.

Their story was shared with the 
world when they appeared on ABC’s 
Shark Tank in 2015. All five sharks 
wanted a part of their success. But the 
most compelling part of their story is 
their dedication to serving people in 
need. Since Hurricane Maria, Lumi-
nAID has distributed over 50,000 
solar lights. The lights have been 
stocked in Shelter Boxes and been 
distributed after the earthquakes in 
that rocked the Himalayan Moun-
tains. Buy and Light, Give a Light is 
a way for every day consumers to be 
part of their humanitarian efforts.

Since April 22 is a Sunday, 
SCCF is theming our celebration, 
Sun Days. Partnering through a 
grant with the Lee County Elec-
tric Coop (LCEC), SCCF will have 

information and exhibits about 
simple things that can be done to 
make life more comfortable during 
a power outage or post hurricane.  
Many islanders still have memories 
from last fall’s challenges post-Hur-
ricane Irma. The term may be over-
used but this “Hack the Post-Hur-
ricane Blues” event is a great way to 
see some inventive problem solving. 

•	 Repeal	unnecessary	trade	restrictions.	The	2008	farm	
bill required the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) to set import quotas (also known as tariff-
rate quotas) at a legal minimum each year, with very 
limited flexibility to respond to changing market con-
ditions as needed. The Sugar Policy Modernization 
Act would repeal these additional restrictions and 
provide greater flexibility to the USDA when imple-
menting the program.

•	 Repeal	marketing	allotments	that	are	unique	to	sugar	
production. The USDA sets detailed quotas known as 
marketing allotments to restrict the amount of sugar 
domestic producers can sell, imposing company by- 
company sales quotas. The Sugar Policy Moderniza-
tion Act would eliminate the restrictive marketing al-
lotments that are divided among sugar processors.

•	 Provide	more	flexibility	to	USDA	in	order	to	ensure	
an adequate supply to the domestic market.  The Sug-
ar Policy Modernization Act establishes the basic re-
quirement that USDA administer the sugar program 
to provide adequate supplies of sugar at reasonable 
prices for U.S. businesses and consumers.

•	 Repeal	the	Feedstock	Flexibility	Program.		The	2008	
farm bill added a program that requires the govern-
ment, if sugar prices fall below guaranteed levels, to 

buy surplus sugar and then sell that sugar to etha-
nol companies, typically at a loss to taxpayers. The 
Sugar Policy Modernization Act would eliminate this 
requirement and protect taxpayers from footing the 
bill for this program.
Bad news: So far, not one of Florida’s congressmen/

women or senators have signed on to the bill.  Watch for 
action alerts on reaching out to Congress on these bills.  
In the meantime, feel free to reach out to our Congres-
sional delegation.  

Opportunity:  Contact your local and home town 
elected Congressional representatives.  Standing togeth-
er we can make a positive change to this  program.  In 
the coming months the Agriculture committees in both 
houses of Congress will be passing out the 2018 Farm 
Bill to the floors of both chambers for a vote. This year, 
there are a number of unconventional partners that we are 
working with on a strategy to move legislative change on 
sugar support.  Please check out the Coalition for Sugar 
Reform, www.sugarreform.org and commit to take action 
and stay engaged in this opportuntiy that comes around 
only every five years.  

This year Congress can stand up for American con-
sumers, jobs and manufacturers by crafting reforms to the 
U.S. sugar program.  It’s time we insist.

Sugar — Continued from Page 5

Celebrate the Sun on Earth Day with Luminaid

See Earth Day right
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Earth Day -- Continued from left

Join us on Friday, April 6 at 10 a.m. to hear Ariel 
Hoover talk about climate change and its impacts on eco-
nomics and national security.  Free to members, $5 to 
nonmembers.

Climate change can be observed all around us, from 
droughts to super storms to increased diseases and pests 
that threaten us and our crops.   According to Bloomberg, 
in 2013 and 2014, “only .021 climate papers by climate

The author of this saying was clearly not from Florida, 
or a biologist.  The only place where this saying might be 
accurate is in the desert, where a deluge of rain is often 
followed by a plethora of blooming plants.  And for the 
northerners who grew up with the saying, it’s actually the 
lengthening days (and, to a lesser extent, warming tem-
peratures) that bring out the flowers, rather than those 
April showers.

Here in Florida though, spring will bring a flush of 
new growth and flowering to many of our native plants, 
though not due to an influx of rain as spring tends to be 
the driest time of the year. Spring’s bounty of leaves and 
blooms is largely due to energy stored in the roots during 
the previous fall.  In late summer and fall, the plants have ample leaves (with chlorophyll), sunlight, and water to pho-
tosynthesize more sugars than the plant can use.  Some of this energy (stored as carbohydrates) is sequestered away in 
the roots, to be used for producing leaves and flowers during the following spring.  Our plants have to depend on last 
year’s reserves for this year’s growth.  Interestingly, our plants are stimulated to grow by the increasing day length in the 
spring (and to a lesser extent the temperature)…it’s always amazing to me to see the bright green and reddish colors 
peeking out from many of our newly budded trees.  What a refreshing sight!

Raise a Racquet For Conservation with SCCF
On April 7 and 8, raise a racquet for conservation at the 

26th Annual SCCF Tennis and Pickleball Tournament at the 
Sundial Beach Resort and Spa.  There will be two days of ten-
nis and one day of pickleball with all proceeds going to sup-
port SCCF's conservation efforts.  

Lunch from Bailey's will be served both days and glass 
pieces presented as awards are by Lucas Century. There will 
also be a drawing for a Lucas Century glass bowl.  Sundial 
Beach Resort and Spa is a new major sponsor as well as the 
tournament host site.  The addition of pickleball allows a 
greater number of islanders to raise their racquets for conser-
vation to support SCCF.

SCCF Tournament leader and glass artist, Lucas Century

By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead:  April Showers Make May Flowers

Climate Change
Effects on Economics & National SecurityMany thanks to the Donald Slavic Family Founda-

tion, which is generously sponsoring our speaker, Anna 
Stork.  

For those who peruse the “Hack the Post-Hurricane 
Blues” exhibits, there will be a questionnaire/evaluation 
— and those who voluntarily turn in their paper will be 
entered into a lottery to win one of 100 LuminAID lanterns 
(which also can be used to charge a cell phone). The lan-
terns are funded by Lee County Electric Coop.

Full registration link:  https://sccfearthday.eventbrite.
com  You can also find the link on sccf.org.

See Page 10 “Climate Change” listing
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Your Chance to Win  
Two Sculptures  
by Jim Sprankle

A drawing will be held at SCCF’s Nature Center on Earth Day - 
April 22nd - and the winner will take home this beautiful king-
fisher carving. The piece was created and donated by 2018 
SCCF Brush of Excellence Prize Recipient Jim Sprankle.

Drawing tickets are $10 each and three for $25.  You need not 
be present to win.

 Buy your tickets now – in person or online at www.sccf.org. 
The proceeds will be invested in SCCF’s Conservation Educa-
tion Fund, an endowment created by the late Kip Koss, Dar-
ling’s grandson and the standard-bearer of his legacy.  SCCF’s 
Brush of Excellence is presented each year in honor of conser-
vationist J.N. “Ding” Darling.
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This very special screech owl carving will 
be auctioned off at San-Cap Cares on April 8. 
The piece was donated by Richard and Feyza 
Shipley and created by 2018 SCCF Brush of Ex-
cellence Prize Recipient Jim Sprankle. An SCCF 
screech owl box (including installation by the 
Hammerheads at the winner’s home), and an 
“Owl Chat” and refreshments for the winner 
and guests with SCCF environmental educa-
tor Dee Century-Serage (location to be deter-
mined)..

 Auction proceeds for this item will be split 
evenly between SCCF and Golisano Children’s 
Hospital.

AT SCCF ON EARTH DAY!

AT SAN-CAP CARES!

4th Graders Visit the Nature Center
The Sanibel School’s fourth grade students biked 

to SCCF’s Nature Center for a day of observing and 
learning.  Fourth Grade teachers Julie Wappes and 
Laura Wolf along with SCCF Educators led the stu-
dents on a sensory scavenger hunt on the nature trails.  
At the Sanibel River students took some time to sit, 
observe their surroundings and write down their 
thoughts about “Sitting by the Sanibel River.”

- Richard Finkel

See some of their essays on Page 11.
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SCCF April 2018  Program Schedule
Bailey hoMeSTead:  Making The land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Preserve 
blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic property, 
the history of the land itself and some stories about the Bailey 
family, which farmed the land for three generations.  Wednes-
days at 8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet 
at the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near the 
entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 for more information.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  
  

Make your oWn SoliTary Bee Box aT Bhp
Many of Florida’s solitary bees lay their eggs in hollow 
branches.  Attract these wonderful pollinators to your own 
yard by making your own bee box!  All materials will be 
provided, and participants will go home with a box and 
information about attracting these fascinating pollinators 
to your yard.  Please bring your own hammer, if possible.  
Thursday, April 12 at 9:30 a.m. at the Native Landscapes & 
Garden Center at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 Peri-
winkle Way.  RSVP to the Native Landscapes & Garden Cen-
ter at 239-472-1932. Registration: $30.

BoBcaT TaleS
“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American  range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, April 25 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

calooSahaTchee oxBoW & riverlore cruiSe
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin 
Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Sunday:  April 15 and 
May 13.  Space is limited. Advance reservations and payment 
required.  Register online:  from sccf.org, click on Resources upper 
right and follow Oxbow Cruise dropdown.  $45 per person.   
  

The ciTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T
Chronicling over a century of preserving paradise, the 
program celebrates the forward thinking of many is-
landers and visitors, including Theodore Roosevelt and 
“Ding” Darling, establishment of the Refuge, founding 

of SCCF, leading up to the incorporation and ensuing 
history of the City of Sanibel.  Learn about many of the 
key steps islanders have taken and what  lies  ahead  with  
most  pressing issues for the islands’ future.  Monday, April 
16 at 10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

 conServaTion phoTography:  eThicS in pracTice

With the rise of digital cameras and smartphones, the world 
of photography has been made accessible to just about ev-
eryone and is popular with our unique — but fragile — 
environments and species.  Knowing the best practices to 
protect a species makes for an ethical photographer. Learn 
about conservation photography and what considerations 
to keep in mind when photographing the wildness around 
us. SCCF Public Outreach Coordinator Alexis Horn is 
a published professional photographer eager to share her 
knowledge and passion for this subject.  Tuesday, April 24 
at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is 
$5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

eagle and oWl TaleS
Come and hear local tales of island eagles and owls and 
what is being done to help them thrive.  SCCF erected a 
nesting platform 70 feet tall in place of a dead nesting tree 
for a pair of eagles and they continue to nest there today.  
Owls of the islands include the newly returned barn owls 
as well as screech and great horned owls.  You are invited to 
learn about the life cycles of these silent night hunters and 
the adaptations that make them so successful in the dark. 
Learn about how rat poisons can harm our owls and eagles.  
Wednesday, April 11  at 10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  

earTh day:  celeBraTe Sun day
Learn more about SCCF’s Earth Day celebration from on 
Sunday, April 22 from 1 - 5  p.m. on Page 6.

Florida panTherS and WildliFe corridorS
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few years 
have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there is hope 
in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive cat to 
spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining SCCF, 
Alexis Horn ran the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. 

cliMaTe change:  econoMicS & naTional SecuriTy    Story cont’d from pg. 7
scientists rejected man-made global warming.”  That means that 99% of them agreed that humans are causing this.  That 
also means that we humans can fix it!  Hoover has a Master’s in history and has taught at Tufts University.  When she retired, 
she decided to get trained in the science of climate change so that she could explain what is happening to as many people 
as possible.  Hoover’s talk will look at the causes of climate change, and how it affects us economically and in our national 
security.  We will also look at how the U.S. is benefiting from job growth in renewable energy sources, and how we can work 
to change the dire predictions we have all heard.  There will be time for discussion at the end. Friday, April 6 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.
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Learn what makes Florida panthers unique and why they are 
so vital to our environment.  Tuesday, April 17 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
      

Shipley Trail aT Bailey hoMeSTead guided Walk

Take a guided walk on the SCCF Shipley Trail. Stroll across 
the Star Thomas Memorial Bridge and then connect with 
Pond Apple Trail.  Learn how SCCF manages this property 
as wildlife habitat on Sanibel’s populated east end.  Meander 
along Pond Apple trail around the man-made ponds, home 
to wildlife such as alligators, anhingas, and woodstorks.  
Even eagles may be spotted.  Park and meet your guide at 
the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, at the 
SCCF Bailey Homestead Preserve at 1300 Periwinkle Way.  
The kiosk is immediately to the left as you enter thru the 
gate into the preserve.   This is a mostly shaded, easy walk 
lasting approximately one hour.  Fridays at 10 a.m. starting 
on January 19 through March 30.  No charge for the walks.   

ShoreBirdS oF SaniBel & capTiva
Join SCCF biologists to learn about the shorebird species 
that nest on our beaches, including snowy plovers, least 
terns and wilson’s plovers.  SCCF has been monitoring 
beach nesting birds on Sanibel since 2002.  Learn how you 
can safely share the beach and help us protect our feathered 
friends.  Thursday, April 12 and 26 at 2 p.m.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

STorMy WeaTher

Stormy Weather looks at some of this area’s most lively 
weather phenomena including waterspouts, hurricanes 
and lightning storms.  Volatile weather is not uncommon 
in any season.  South Florida is the lightning capital of the 
country.  Collisions of clouds, tropical storms and other 

severe weather events shape our islands and human exis-
tence.  Monday, April 2 at 10 a.m.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members. 

TideS/Where iS Sea level?
Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the is-
lands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  What 
and where is mean sea level? Why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Monday, April 9 at 10 
a.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.

Trail WalkS: explore SaniBel’S inTerior WeTlandS

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that has 
not been lost to development.  Join us for a guided walk 
through the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges of the 
Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, natural and 
cultural history and preservation efforts.  Trail walks begin 
on January 16 and will be offered through March on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 11 a.m.; last walk of the season 
Friday, April 13.  Meet at the Nature Center and proceed to 
the trails.  $5 per person for non-members.

TurTle TrackS
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, March 1 and 15 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

SCCF April 2018  Program Schedule

Sitting by the Sanibel River 

by Emalee PeachThe reflection, oh so pretty, but 

water ever so low.  The red water 

colored by the mangroves.  What 

is the water without its shiver?  I 

really don’t know and that is the 

mystery of this river.  It seems to 

go on forever and ever.  Its beauty 

isn’t triggered by some lever.  Its 

naturalness is amazing.  Now lets 

enjoy this river with its breath-

taking red colored glazing.

Sanibel’s River 

by Anna Irene Anderson-Kilgore

I sat near the edge of the water 

and watched as minnows scurried 

by.  Leaves are falling from but-

tonwood trees into the peaceful 

water creating beautiful ripples 

going in every direction.  I think 

of peace, grace and beauty.  I am 

the luckiest girl to ever live.  As 

I sit there thinking about grace-

fulness, a hawk swoops down, cir-

cling the area looking for a fish.  

The sounds ring through my mind 

as if I w
ere listening to music.  If 

I were to find my space of peace, I 

would come to the Sanibel River.  

It is a true blessing to live on Sani-

bel Island.

Sitting by the Sanibel River 

by Ven SampasThe red beautiful river makes 

me wonder what lives within the 

watery walls of the river?  Bass, 

minnows, tadpoles?  I long to cure 

my curiosity, but we do not have 

long to stay.  Soon we’ll be back 

on our bikes, rolling away.  Still I 

enjoy this moment, savor it while 

it lasts.  While some people throw 

rocks, I watch the water ripple.  

The beauty of the river, the awe 

and joy it brings me makes me 

feel so lucky to live on this amaz-

ing island.  I am so very happy to 

be here, but now I must leave this 

amazing red river

Essays about the Sanibel River by Sanibel School 4th Graders
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Education	Center	
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer0

Cheryl Giattini
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Kelly Sloan

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Kristie Anders
Jenny Evans

Eric Milbrandt

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF	is	dedicated	to	the	conservation	of	
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on	Sanibel	and	Captiva	and	
in	the	surrounding	watershed	through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

April 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957
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May-June 2018

SCCF Member Update

Sea Turtle Nesting Season Began Mid-April

Sea Turtle Nesting Season began on April 15.  19 enthusiastic sea turtle volunteers came out 
on March 13 to help a very grateful Sea Turtle Coordinator Kelly Sloan paint the stakes for 
this year’s nests.  It was quick work with many much appreciated hands!
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By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Congressman Francis Rooney Visits SCCF Marine Lab

In the SCCF Marine Lab with one of the RECON units, 
Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel, Congressman Francis 
Rooney and Marine Lab Director Dr. Eric Milbrandt.  The 
RECON unit had been sent to the factory for calibration and 
was being prepared for redeployment. 

The new SCCF Marine Lab under construction in the Tar-
pon Bay Recreation Area on the J.N. “Ding” Darling Na-
tional Wildlilfe Refuge (DDNWR) property.  This is the first 
Federal/nonprofit-funded joint venture project in the South-
east.  From left: Contractor Dominik Weglinski, Hollon 
Contracting LLC; City Councilman Jason Maughn; SCCF 
Marine Lab Director, Dr. Eric Milbrandt; Congressman 
Francis Rooney; SCCF Policy Director, Rae Ann Wessel; and 
DDNWR Deputy Refuge Manager, Nate Caswell.

U.S. Representative Francis Rooney stopped by the 
SCCF Marine Laboratory the last week of March to dis-
cuss his ongoing efforts to gain support of Everglades 
Funding and strategies to prevent oil drilling in the Gulf 
off Florida’s coastline.  Rep. Rooney has hosted numer-
ous tours of the Everglades for fellow House members 
and continues to work to assure appropriations for Ev-
erglades restoration.   Map (right) shows the oil and gas 
target areas, current moratorium off Florida and Mili-
tary operational conflict areas with oil and gas develop-
ment off Florida. 

He has continued to work to gain support for a 
moratorium in the House but has powerful opposing 
interests in Texas and Louisiana.  Despite a meeting 
between Governor Scott and Derpartment of the In-
terior Secretary Ryan Zinke asking for Florida to be 
excluded from the map of potential lease and drilling 
areas, Florida’s coastline has not been removed from 
the map of possibilities.  Rep. Rooney has co-spon-
sored two additional bills related to offshore drilling:
• H.R. 2002, Florida Coastal Protection Act – 

Provides for permanent extension of the Eastern 
Gulf of Mexico moratorium, straits of Florida 
planning region, and South Florida planning 
area.

• H.R. 2261, Marine Oil Spill Prevention Act – Ex-
tends existing Eastern Gulf of Mexico moratorium to 
2027 and codifies current drilling regulations.
Both Everglades restoration funding and a morato-

rium to offshore oil drilling will be priority issues as we go 
to Washington, DC for an Everglades Water Summit and 
lobby day.
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Legislative Session 2018
This year the Florida legislature moved the start of 

the annual legislative session from March to January since 
2018 is an election year.  Legislators are prohibited from 
campaign fundraising while in session, so they have an-
nounced another early start to the session in 2020!   

Concerns going into session focused on the affect of 
Hurricane Irma on the budget with 900,228 property 
owners filing claims for insured losses of over $7.95 bil-
lion. While that was a driving issue on the budget, the ses-
sion was challenged and complicated by the early session 
resignations of a few high ranking Senators over accusa-
tions of inappropriate behavior and the devastating Park-
land School shooting on the east coast during session. 

In total, legislators filed 3,250 bills and 2,721 amend-
ments to those bills. In the end only 186 bills passed, the 
lowest number in 21 years while the 2018-2019 budget 
was the highest ever at $88.7 billion. 

While it felt like we spent most of this session fending 
off bad bills, there was some positive progress made in 
the area of Florida Forever Land acquisition funding and 
funding for Everglades restoration projects. 

Budget Highlights
Everglades Funding totaled $300 million this session.  

Funding includes $111 million from the 2016 Legacy Act 
that supports CERP projects, including construction of 
the C43 West Basin Reservoir currently under construc-
tion in Hendry County; $64 million from SB10 passed in 
2017 for the EAA Reservoir;  $32 million for Restoration 
Strategies (the suite of water quality treatment projects 
south of the lake required to comply with a Federal Court 
settlement to improve water quality flowing into the Ev-
erglades);  $31 million for water quality treatment north 
of Lake Okeechobee; $6 million from Alligator Alley 
Tolls for projects in the southern Everglades to open up 
the bottom of the system to move water south; $5 million 
for Dispersed Water Storage, paying land owners to store 
water on their land and $50 million for Herbert Hoover 
Dike Restoration, which is not considered Everglades res-
toration but is a public safety, infrastructure improvement 
project associated with the Everglades.  

Florida Forever Funding 
The budget includes a one-year appropriation of $100.8 
million for land conservation funding.  Future funding 
will require a new appropriation.  The funding is desig-
nated for the following programs: 

• $77 million for environmental endangered lands 
(Division of State Lands)

• $10 million Florida Communities Trust (FCT)
• $6 million Florida Recreation Development Assis-

tance Program (FRDAP)
• $5.8 million Rural and Family Lands easements
• $2 million Working Waterfronts 

After both bills that proposed funding Florida Forever 
died, the legislature chose to provide this funding from 
General Revenue instead of from the doc stamp tax funds 
designated in the 2014 Constitutional Amendment 1, to 
fund the Land Acquisition Trust Fund (LATF).  While 
the funding does not recur and is much lower than an-
ticipated by the voters who supported designating funds 
for land acquisition, this is the most the program has re-
ceived since the 2014 Constitutional Amendment passed.   
Many thanks to Senator Bradley for his leadership on get-
ting funding this year.  Count on us being back next year 
to lock in the funding the public voted for.    

Sanibel's perseverance paid off this year.  After several 
years of requesting funding to improve water quality, the 
City was awarded $2 million for upgrades to the Donax 
Wastewater treatment plant.  The additional treatment 
will help reduce harmful nitrogen and phosphorus  levels 
in irrigation reuse water by 50 - 70%.  This is a significant 
advancement for the City to meet state-mandated water 
quality improvements.  

Other statewide Environmental Funding includes  
$50 million for beach renourishment;  $11 million for 
Hurricane Beach Recovery; $3.6 million for Florida's Re-
silient Coastline Program which includes $1 million for 
coral reef research and monitoring and $50 million for 
springs protection. 

Good Bills that Passed
Non-Native Animals (SB 168-Sen. Steube)– Creates 

a pilot program  to slow the spread of priority invasives 
such as the Tegu lizards, Burmese Pythons, Common and  
Red Lionfish and prohibited species via capture, destroy 
and study.  Requires the Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Commission to submit a report to the Governor and Leg-
islature by January 2021.  

Bad Bills that Passed 
One of the worst bills to pass was the Delegation of 

Federal Wetland Permitting to the State: Wetlands Per-
mitting/State Assumption of Federal 404 Permits (HB 
7043-Rep. Raschein)
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By Gwenda Hiett-Clements, Immediate Past President, SCCF Board of Trustees
Celebrating our Volunteers with a Homestead Garden Party

Over 180 SCCF volunteers and guests 
gathered at Sanibel-Captiva Conservations 
Foundation’s Bailey Homestead Preserve 
Tuesday, February 27 for games, food and 
fun at SCCF’s annual Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Party.  

Forty volunteers were honored for meet-
ing milestones of service from 5 years to 25 
years in all areas including activities at the 
Nature Center and the Native Landscapes 
& Garden Center, monitoring sea turtle and 
shore bird activity, working with the Ham-
merhead carpentry crew, being docents with 

Captiva Cruises, and serving on the Board of Trustees and other com-
mittees.

Volunteers, staff and guests challenged each other to games of Boc-
ce, Croquet, Bean Bag Toss and other garden games on the expansive 
lawn of the Preserve before a lunch catered by Leslie Adams was served 
under the Pavilion. 

Nature Center volunteers: Robin Kirk, Carol Gestwicki, Fran Cameron, 
Gillian Bath, Living with Wildlife Educator Dee Serage-Century, Karl 
Werner, Sheilah Morley, Candice Ethridge, and Ed Rand.

Left:  Erick Lindblad with Board of Trustees and committee honorees Gwenda Hiett-Clements, Deborah La Gorce, Linda 
and Tom Uhler.  Right:  Sea Turtle and Shorebird monitoring volunteers: Claudia Burns, Shorebird Coordinator Audrey 
Albrecht, Donna Aldrich, Jewel Jensen, Sea Turtle Coordinator Kelly Sloan, Diane Neitzel, Irene Nolan, Nancy Riley.

SCCF CEO Erick Lindblad with Hammer-
heads Wally Kain and Sandy Montclare.
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Board of Trustees and Committees
Bill and Tory Birch, 20 yrs.
Gwenda Hiett-Clements, 20 yrs.
Linda and Tom Uhler, 20 yrs.
Deborah La Gorce, 15 yrs.

Nature Center (Office, Trail Guides,  
Trail Blazers, Weeds & Seeds)
Fran Cameron, 25 yrs. 
Ed Rand, 25 yrs.
Inge Glissman, 25 yrs.
Sallie Soule, 25 years
Sheilah Morley, 20 yrs.
Gillian Bath, 15 yrs.
Carol Gestwicki, 15 yrs.
Candice Ethridge, 15 yrs.
Pat Harig, 15 yrs.
Robin Kirk, 5 yrs.
Karl Werner, 5 yrs.

Native Landscapes & Garden Center
Joan Rogers, 15 yrs.
Nancy Seaward, 15 yrs.
Judy Evans, 10 yrs.

Sea Turtles and Shorebird Monitoring
Red Anders, 25 yrs.
Irene Nolan, 15 yrs.
Claudia Burns, 15 yrs.
Linda Estep, 5 yrs.
Ann Heck, 5 yrs.
Donna Aldrich, 1,000 hrs.
France Paulsen, 1,000 hrs.
Diane Neitzel, 1,000 hrs.
Nancy Riley, 1,000 hrs.
Jewel Jensen, 500 hrs.
Mike Nabors, 500 hrs.
Marilyn and Philip Klaren, 500 hrs.

Hammerheads
Wally Kain, 9,000 hrs.
Demo Scutakes, 3,000 hrs.
Ed Riddlehoover, 1,000 hrs.
Ray Windust, 10 yrs., 500 hrs.
Sandy Montclare, 10 yrs.

Captiva Cruises (Wildlife Cruise Docents)
Fay Carney, 20 yrs.
Linda Tedeschi, 5 yrs.
Jaye Boswell, 1,000 hrs.
Rich Garcia, 500 hrs.

Volunteer Awards for 2016-2017
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Who  remembers the days of Rachel Carson, her book 
Silent Spring, the creation of the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the banning of DDT to protect 
our nesting eagles and other wildlife?  Well 40 years later 
the worldwide use of anticoagulant rodenticides show 
shocking parallels to the use of DDT.  Both are indiscrim-
inate killers that can move through multiple layers of the 
food chain and affect the carnivores that eat the poisoned 
rats and rabbits.   SCCF’s recent focus has been on the rat 
poison dangers to our eagles, hawks, and the poster child, 
barn owls.  But are rat poisons also affecting our bobcats 
and even panthers in Florida?  

According to Dr. Laurel Serieys on her website Urban 
Carnivores www.urbancarnivores.com, the ingestion of an-
ticoagulant rat poisons by bobcats is strongly correlated to 
a disease epidemic of notoedic mange in California.  Bob-
cats exposed to anticoagulant rat poisons are five times 
more likely to die of notoedic mange — which is typically 
a benign disease for wild cats!  Until now this disease has 
never been documented to cause population declines in 
any wild cat species globally.  It is thought that chronic 
exposure to the poisons are decreasing bobcat immunity.

If this is happening to our island bobcats how would we 
know?  Poisoned weak rats that wander around for some-
times a week before dying are easy prey.  92% of  bobcats 
were found exposed to rat poisons in a large scale study by 
the National Park Service and California biologists.  There 
have been very few studies like this done on wild cats.

If this news wasn’t alarming enough, anticoagulant 
exposure also interferes with the reproductive  success of 
wildlife.  Two fetal bobcats found in a female road-killed 
bobcat had already been exposed to multiple rat poisons 

before they were born.
 I hope you all got a copy of the “SCCF Help us 

Bring Back the Barn Owls” postcard  and are requiring 
your pest control professionals at the least to stop using 
the worst of the worst rat poisons listed.  But to be clear 
— all rat poisons can harm wildlife not just the ones 
listed on the postcard.  SCCF uses Truly Nolan because 
they do not use rat poisons….they plug up the holes so 
the rats can’t get in! 

On the good news side of this issue, a barn owl was 
sighted eating a rat at the Bailey Homestead in March.   Also 
CROW rehabbed and released a juvenile female barn owl 
found at the Sanibel School in March.  A barn owl was pho-
tographed also on the Sanctuary Golf Course.  Did we have 
two reproductive pairs this winter?  Let’s keep them safe!

Are Bobcats Being Harmed by Rat Poisons?
Dee Serage Century, Living with Wildlife Education

Photo of juvenile bobcat on North Captiva by Red Anders

Bailey Homestead Preserve — making tHe land Work tour
Join SCCF’s Kristie Anders or Dee Serage-Century for a walking history tour of one of the newest SCCF preserves. 
The walk will focus on reclaiming the land for wildlife and how the land has been used through time. For half a 
century the land was worked as a farm. It also served as home for several generations of the Bailey family.   Tour in-
cludes a look at the newly planted gardens at the Native Landscapes and Garden Center plus entrance to the Bailey 
family home which is open by tour only.  Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m.  Meet at the Welcome Kiosk on the Shipley Trail 
(near the entrance to the Bailey Homestead Preserve).
  
exPlore tHe Bailey Homestead Preserve, sHiPley trail and garden Center on your oWn
The Shipley Trail begins at the preserve and joins up with the City of Sanibel’s Pond Apple Park Trail, so that it is 
possible to begin at the Bailey Homestead and follow a trail all the way to the Chamber of Commerce.  While the 
Bailey family house is only open during certain tours, the grounds are open.  SCCF restored the windmill that was 
damaged by a hurricane in the 1940s (and the twisted blades rest at the base if you want to see the impact of a hur-
ricane on a windmill).  The old Honey House is now the shop for the Native Landscapes & Garden Center, where 
you can buy honey collected by bees on Sanibel, seeds for edible gardens.  Tour the demonstration gardens and ask 
our knowledgeable staff about “going native” in your own yard.

Explore the Bailey Homestead Preserve
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By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead:  The Pond Apple

It’s the time of year to take a walk on a hunt for the creamy white 
flowers of Pond Apple (Annona glabra)!  Hanging upside down, it is worth 
some back-bending contortions to see the beautiful reddish insides of the 
flower itself (photo right shows the fruit forming).  

Often found in swampy areas, this is a good time of year to access 
the wet spots that otherwise require some wading in the late summer and 
fall, though it is in the fall when the plant is most noticeable because of 
its avocado looking fruit.  Edible, though not particularly tasty, the fruit 
is filled with a peach-colored flesh and many seeds.  Take note: the seeds 
are poisonous and are spread throughout the fruit itself, so chew carefully!  

Even though here in Florida we take great joy in the tropical nature of 
our pond apple population (it is at the northern tip of its range in Florida), 
it has unfortunately become one of Australia’s worst invasive plant spe-
cies.  Nonetheless, our Florida population feeds many large wildlife with 
its fruit, its leaves are host to a native moth species, and its branches and 
trunk are often the preferred perch of rare orchids and bromeliads as well 
as the roosting and nesting spot of several species of aquatic birds.  It’s 
almost an ecosystem unto itself!

You may have already heard.  We’re in challenging times for the Annual Fund Drive 
ending in less than two months.

SCCF will not be receiving a $150,000.00 operating grant we have been blessed to 
receive every spring for many years. The donor, a truly wonderful person, had to take a 
funding break for this year.  We hope we can count on her generosity returning next year.

For now, though, we need your help as we try to replace that essential funding. Your 
support will drive SCCF’s mission, programs and operations in countless ways.

If you have already made your FY2017-2018 gift, please consider making a second 
contribution to SCCF before June 30. If you haven’t yet decided about renewing your 
Annual Fund Drive gift, please consider doing so at this time, perhaps at a higher level 
for this year. No matter what you decide, please know you are all truly valued members 
of the SCCF Family.

You can use the remittance envelope recently mailed to you, donate on www.sccf.org, 
or call Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768 to help us meet this funding challenge.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this last heartfelt request for the 
FY17-18 Annual Fund Drive.

One Last Appeal for your HELP!
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This bill allows the State Departmen of Environmental 
Protection to take over federal wetland permitting from the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that reviews permits for im-
pacting wetland and endangered species habitats.  Federal 
protections were established decades ago under the landmark 
Clean Water and Endangered Species Acts.  In our experi-
ence this is putting the fox in charge of the hen house as 
the state review has historically been far less protective of 
wetlands and habitat protection than Federal reviews.  This 
handing off of federal review from the EPA to the states is 
a declared priority of the current EPA administrator, Scott 
Pruitt and was the top legislative priority for the state De-
partment of Environmental Protection (DEP) despite the 
fact that staffing levels at DEP have been eroded the past 
seven years and legislative mandates have required expedited 
review of permits.  

This action does not serve  the public's interest and there 
is little doubt it is a favor to campaign funders in this election 
year.  We will stay engaged and will publicize opportunities 
for public comment when they are scheduled as the process 
moves forward with rulemaking.   

Environmental Regulation - Reclaimed Water (CS/
CS/HB 1149 /SB 1308-Sen. Perry) This bill allows treated 
wastewater to be pumped underground into the drinking 
water aquifer to offset over pumping of the aquifer to provide 
water supply, prevent saltwater intrusion, augment aquifer 
levels.  The Senate  bill was referred and absorbed into HB 
1149  where it passed.  As we go to press, late-breaking 
good news: the Governor unexpectedly vetoed this bill!

Good Bills that Failed
For the second year the Fracking ban bill (SB 462-Sen. 

Young/HB 237-Rep. Peters) that would have banned frack-
ing in all its forms failed even though it had broad bipartisan 
support.  The Senate bill successfully passed through two of 
its three committees but failed to be placed on the agenda of 
its last committee.  The House bill was withdrawn from the 
first of its three assigned committees.

Florida Forever  (SB 370 Sen. Bradley)  This bill was a 
priority for us to assure implementation of the 2014 Consti-
tutional Amendment 1 funding was spent as taxpayers over-
whelmingly supported.  The bill would have directed $100 
million/year of LATF money to Florida Forever and would 
have prohibited the legislature from using those monies as 
they have the past few years for administrative  and IT ex-
penses of state agencies.  The bill passed the Senate but died 
in messages. Representative Caldwell filed a competing bill.   
Both failed but the Legislature did a one year appropriation 

for Florida Forever at outlined above.  
Natural Resources (HB 7063 Rep. Caldwell) This bill 

would have established a funding allocation for Florida For-
ever over 19 years, beginning with $57 million in FY2019-
20 and increasing to $200 million by FY 2029-2039 as Flor-
ida Forever bonds are paid off.  The bill directed the LATF 
funding to be evenly divided between three  Florida Forever 
programs: 1/3 for land acquisition, 1/3 for Florida Commu-
nities Trust and 1/3 for Rural and Family Lands.   The bill 
died on the House Calendar . 

 Onsite Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems (SB 
1664-Sen. Simmons) This bill would have allowed for septic 
tank remediation plans in Basin Management Action Areas. 
Septic Tank remediation is an important component to ad-
dress old or failing septic systems that continue to add to 
the nutrient pollution problem of surface and ground waters 
that exacerbate algae blooms and prolong red tides. 

Disposable Plastic Bags (SB 348-Sen. J. J. Rodriguez) 
This bill would have authorized coastal communities of less 
than 100,000 population  to establish pilot programs to reg-
ulate or ban disposable plastic bags, collect data and submit 
reports to the Department of Environmental Protection.  In 

Policy — Continued from Page 3

New Interns at Wildlife & Habitat Management

Jack Brzoza grew up just north of the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but was taught at a young age 
to appreciate and respect the natural environment through many hours spent exploring national forests 
and game lands fishing, hiking, hunting, and camping.  Annual vacations to the Outer Banks fostered an 
appreciation for the ocean and marine ecosystems. After majoring at the University of Pittsburgh in biol-
ogy,  Jack pursued interests in the field of marine conservation. In 2016, as a research assistant in Costa 
Rica, Jack spent the nesting season working for a NGO devoted to the conservation and research of sea 
turtles. In 2017, again performing conservation and research of sea turtles, Jack worked as technician with 
the Georgia DNR, operating on Ossabaw Island.  Hoping to utilize prior knowledge and experience and 
continue learning with SCCF, he is looking forward to a productive, rewarding season on Sanibel. 

Jack Bzroza screening a nest 
on Ossabaw Island.
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New Interns at Wildlife & Habitat Management
Ana DeFilippo is SCCF’s new Shorebird Intern.  She was raised in 

Jupiter, Florida, and received a B.S. in Marine Science and a minor in 
Geology from Florida Gulf Coast University in 2017.  

She enjoys fishing, paddle boarding, and scuba diving in her free 
time.  Coming into this internship she had no experience with birds 
of any kind but she is eager to learn all she can from a shorebird ex-
pert.  She previously complet-
ed a land management intern-
ship where she learned how to 
properly mix chemical to con-
trol invasive and exotic plant 
species

Jack Brzoza grew up just north of the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but was taught at a young age 
to appreciate and respect the natural environment through many hours spent exploring national forests 
and game lands fishing, hiking, hunting, and camping.  Annual vacations to the Outer Banks fostered an 
appreciation for the ocean and marine ecosystems. After majoring at the University of Pittsburgh in biol-
ogy,  Jack pursued interests in the field of marine conservation. In 2016, as a research assistant in Costa 
Rica, Jack spent the nesting season working for a NGO devoted to the conservation and research of sea 
turtles. In 2017, again performing conservation and research of sea turtles, Jack worked as technician with 
the Georgia DNR, operating on Ossabaw Island.  Hoping to utilize prior knowledge and experience and 
continue learning with SCCF, he is looking forward to a productive, rewarding season on Sanibel. 

Ana DeFilippo with a 
royal tern.

this second year this worthy bill was withdrawn in its first assigned committee in the Senate and failed to capture any support 
in the House. Plastic pollution is a growing problem in our oceans as the recently reported Pacific Garbage Patch has grown 
by up to 16 times bigger than previous estimates and is twice the size of Texas.

Bad Bills that Failed
Tree and Timber Trimming Removal and Harvesting (SB 574 Sen. Steube) The original bill would have pre-empted 

local government tree trimming ordinances but the bill was amended in committee to have less overreach. The bill passed 
the full House of Representatives but died in the second assigned Senate Committee.

Local Government (Growth Management) (HB 883 – Government Accountability Committee Bill-Comm. Chair 
Caldwell) This bill contained several elements of local government pre-emption, including Community Redevelopment 
Agency function and preemption of local comprehensive plans.

Ongoing Activity
The Constitutional Revision Commission (CRC) is also currently reviewing proposed constitutional amendments that 

must be ready to present to the Florida Secretary of State by May 1st.  CRC Proposal 91, that proposes to ban oil and gas drilling 
off the Coast of Florida, passed by a vote of 32-1 and will be presented to the full CRC for a final vote once its language has been 
prepared to appear on the ballot.  Late Breaking update on final CRC decisions:  The Florida CRC has placed eight constitutional 
amendments on the November 6th general election ballot.  In a highly debated move, the CRC has “bundled” issues to appear 
together on one amendment.  The oil and gas drilling ban has been paired with the proposal to outlaw electronic vaping in 
public places and will appear together as Amendment 9.

The reoccurring theme we have heard from those involved in the legislative process is that the issues were absolutely 
impacted this year by the large number of citizens that contacted their legislators regarding specific bills. We appreciate your 

participation and you should know that 
your involvement made a difference.

For the table of bills and final votes 
that SCCF was following and for a link 
to the complete 2018-19 State Budget, 
please see the SCCF 2018 Legislative 
Tracker at sccf.org

Lee County Post Hurricane Irma Flood 
Reports Available

Between the August rainfall event 
and Hurricane Irma, 30 inches of rain 
deluged our region in just a few weeks, 
creating flood impacts across the Coun-
ty.  Lee County has posted post Hur-
ricane Irma reports for areas around the 
County at this website:  http://www.lee-
gov.com/irma.  

The County is now in the process of 
selecting a firm or firms to look at poten-
tial engineered solutions to flooding. A  
negotiated contract for a selected firm or 
firms is anticipated to go to the Lee Board 
of County Commissioners for approval 
this summer. 

Policy -- Continued from left
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SCCF began a new program this past season:  Evenings at the Homestead, held in the pavilion at the Bailey Home-
stead Preserve.  These programs featured SCCF staff, joined by experts, speaking on three topics:  Shorebirds, Green 
Sea Turtle Tagging, and Pythons.

On Tuesday, February 6, SCCF’s Shorebird Biologist 
Audrey Albrecht spoke about what we have learned about 
individual birds through banding. For example, E24 (pic-
tured) is a piping plover, banded in North Dakota in 2012, 
that winters on North Captiva but returns to North Dakota 
to nest each year. In addition to learning about individu-
al birds, topics will include the history and origin of bird 
banding, the many methods of trapping and marking birds, 
and the invaluable data gathered from these studies.

Evenings at the Homestead:  Shorebirds, Sea Turtles and Pythons

On March 27, SCCF’s Wildlife & Habitat Management Director 
— and Herpetologist — Chris Lechowicz and Wildlife Biologist Ian 
Bartoszek spoke about all things PYTHON!  Bartoszek is a Wildlife 
Biologist and the Science Coordinator at the Conservancy of Southwest 
Florida.  He has worked extensively in the Picayune and Fakahatchee 
Strands (eastern Collier County) on research projects under the auspices 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the comprehensive Everglades 
restoration plan (CERP).  He recently served as the invasive animal lead 
for the Southwest Florida Cooperative Invasive Species Management 
Area (CISMA) and is the principal investigator on a radio-telemetry 

research project tracking Burmese pythons in Southwest Florida.   The presentation focused 
on the initial results of five years of radio-telemetric tracking of the Burmese pythons in South-
west Florida. This ground-breaking study has uncovered new information about this invasive 
apex predator and its impact on native wildlife.

On March 5, SCCF’s Sea Turtle Coordinator Kelly 
Sloan was joined by Dave Addison (of the Conservancy of 
Southwest Florida) and Dean Bagley (from the University 
of Central Florida Marine Turtle Research Group, Inwa-
ter Research Group) to share what we have learned from 
SCCF’s satellite telemetry tracking of green sea turtles 
and how the results contribute to sea turtle conservation.

The SCCF/Conservancy project is the first to use 
satellite telemetry to “follow” locally nesting green tur-
tles. Tracking has provided valuable information about 
the turtles’ post-nesting movements and the location of 
their foraging grounds.



Page 11



Page 12

On April 7 and 8, 90 players raised their racquets for conservation at the Sundial Beach Resort and Spa for the 
26th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament and the first Annual SCCF Pickleball Challenge.  Thanks to our many event 
sponsors for their support: Barbara Chappell, Wayne and Linda Boyd, "Diego," The Sadie, Tess, and Bella Foundation,  

Dee Century with uber volunteer 
Lynne Bode

Christian Clark and Consolation Winner 
Linda Koch with Jodi Cort

Winners Doreen Ruane, Melissa Rice, Theressa Dolloff, 
Paige Babcock, Betsy Ventura and Myra Speas

Above:  First Place Myrna Speas and Betsy Ventura.  
Right:  Fist Place Michael Murray and William 
Trinkle.  Further right:  Barbara Bluedorn.

Winners Tom Rizzo and Lucas Century

Sundial staffers Christian Clark, Ernesto Enriquez, 
Angi Hager and Sean Warren

Tennis/Pickleball Anyone?
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Above:  Ron Rosen and Rob Moore;  Above right:  
Barbara Chappell;  Right:  Bob Vinson.

Left:  Winners Oliver Per-
rotte and Anton Heldman.  
Heldman has played in 
every tournament.  Below:  
Dee Century with raffle 
winner Mary Jane Vinson.

Winners Joe Jorgensen, Rob Strumillo, Marcel Ventura, 
Chris Dolloff, Dan Schuyler and Bob Blakely

Winners Barbara Chappell, Nancy Orr, Cat Colfer 
and Janet Turner with Erick Lindblad

Winners David Petrick, Helmut Peters, Mark Andrews 
and Tony Crouch

Winners Susie Holly, Karen Muranski, April Fleming 
and Lori James with Erick Lindblad

"Wonderfully Anonymous," Carolyn Bidinger, the Puschels, the Burch’s, Robin Kirk, Karen Bell, the Roth’s, the Adams, 
Dan Cohn, Don Aldridge, Deborah La Gorce, Tom Rizzo, Kurt Peters, Graham Ritts and Ryan Martinson.  Thanks 
also to super volunteers Lucas Century and Lynne Bode plus a special thanks to the Sundial staff for their cheerful help.    
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SCCF May/June 2018  Program Schedule
Bailey Homestead:  making tHe land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Preserve 
blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic property, 
the history of the land itself and some stories about the Bailey 
family, which farmed the land for three generations.  Wednes-
days at 8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet 
at the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near the 
entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 for more information.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  

CaloosaHatCHee oxBoW & riverlore Cruise
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the up-
river Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by Rae 
Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock 
& Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  May 13 (Mother’s Day) is 
the last cruise of the season.  Space is limited. Advance reserva-
tions and payment required.  Register online:  from sccf.org, click 
on Resources upper right and follow Oxbow Cruise dropdown.  
$45 per person.   
  

tHe City tHat almost Wasn’t
Chronicling over a century of preserving paradise, the 
program celebrates the forward thinking of many is-
landers and visitors, including Theodore Roosevelt and 
“Ding” Darling, establishment of the Refuge, founding 
of SCCF, leading up to the incorporation and ensuing 
history of the City of Sanibel.  Learn about many of the 
key steps islanders have taken and what  lies  ahead  with  
most  pressing issues for the islands’ future.  Monday, June 
25 at 10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

Florida PantHers and WildliFe Corridors
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few years 
have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there is hope 
in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive cat to 
spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining SCCF, 
Alexis Horn ran the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. 
Learn what makes Florida panthers unique and why they are 
so vital to our environment.  Tuesday, May 8 and June 12 at 
10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

sHoreBirds oF saniBel & CaPtiva
Join SCCF biologists to learn about the shorebird species 
that nest on our beaches, including snowy plovers, least 
terns and wilson’s plovers.  SCCF has been monitoring 
beach nesting birds on Sanibel since 2002.  Learn how you 
can safely share the beach and help us protect our feathered 
friends.  Thursday, May 10 and 24 at 2 p.m.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

stormy WeatHer

Stormy Weather looks at some of this area’s most lively 
weather phenomena including waterspouts, hurricanes 
and lightning storms.  Volatile weather is not uncommon 
in any season.  South Florida is the lightning capital of the 
country.  Collisions of clouds, tropical storms and other 
severe weather events shape our islands and human exis-
tence.  Monday, May 14 and June 11 at 10 a.m.  Free to 
members and children, $5 for non-members. 

tides/WHere is sea level?
Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can see sea 
grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  What and 
where is mean sea level? Why is it important?  This is an in-
troduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the moon 
orbits and the winds blow. Monday, May 21 and June 18 at 
10 a.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.

turtle traCks
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday in May and June at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer0

Gwenda Hiett-
Clements

Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Kelly Sloan

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Kristie Anders
Jenny Evans

Eric Milbrandt
Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

May/June 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957
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July - August 2018

SCCF Member Update

Sea Turtle Nesting Season Began Mid-April

Left:  Daytime Kemps ridley nest; Right:  Kemps ridley 
hatchling dug from the nest.  It will be released at night.  
Below: SCCF staffers at the nest;  
Bottom:  SCCF Volunteers.

On Monday, April 16, the SCCF's Sea Turtle Program re-
ported the first sea turtle nest of the 2018 season!

For only the third time in the history of the SCCF Sea Tur-
tle Program, a Kemp’s ridley sea turtle nested on Sanibel Island. 
The Kemp's ridley is one of the smallest and most endangered 
species of sea turtle in the world. We are beyond thrilled that 
our first nest of the season was laid by a rare Kemp's ridley!

Last year SCCF's Sea Turtle Program had a total of 684 
nests on Sanibel - 650 loggerhead nests and 34 green nests - 
and 189 nests on Captiva. Both the loggerhead and the green 
nest counts for Sanibel surpassed previous records. 2017 was 
the fourth year in a row that Sanibel has broken historic nest-
ing records, so we are hopeful that conservation efforts from 
the past 20-30 years are starting to pay off and sea turtle nest 
counts will continue to rise. 

More information on SCCF's Sea Turtle Program can be 
found at sccf.org, under Our Work.

If you have any questions or concerns about nesting or in-
jured turtles please call the SCCF Sea Turtle Hotline at (978) 
728- 3663.

Sharing the Beach with Sea Turtles
Please keep our beaches sea turtle friendly:
•	 Turn off or shield all lights that are visible from the 

beach. Do not use flashlights or cell phone lights on the 
beach. If necessary, use amber or red LED bulbs.

•	 Do not disturb the screens covering nests. They pre-
vent predators from eating the eggs and the hatchlings 
emerge through the holes without assistance.

•	 Remove all beach furniture and equipment from the 
beach at night.

•	 Dispose of fishing line properly to avoid wildlife en-
tanglement.

•	 Fill in large holes that can trap hatchlings and nesting 
sea turtles.

•	 Do not disturb nesting turtles – please do not to get too 
close, shine lights on, or take flash photos of nesting sea 
turtles.

•	 Pick up litter.
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By Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

By Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

Policy:  San-Cap Realtors Support Water Quality

Policy:  The Caloosahatchee Goldlilocks Condition

See Caloosahatchee right

SCCF Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel accepts the donation 
from 2018 Association President Dustyn Corace

The Sanibel Captiva Association of Realtors have 
been good partners in water issues over the years and 
this year we are most grateful for their generous support 
of SCCF’s water quality work through the donation of 
proceeds from their spring auction.  Their $14,000 do-
nation will be directed to water quality work in Policy 
and at the Marine Lab.

Record setting rainfall the last 2 weeks of May flooded the entire Greater Everglades region. To manage lake 
water levels, the Corps of Engineers began Lake Okeechobee releases on June 1st to the Caloosahatchee and St 
Lucie estuaries.   The Caloosahatchee received harmful estuary flows 2 to 3 times harmful volumes.  In a matter of 
days the Caloosahatchee flipped from 3 months of harm caused by too little freshwater, to harm from too much 
freshwater.   This increasingly frequent condition is what prompted me to coin the description The Caloosahatchee 
Goldilocks Condition in 2004.  

Generally high flows are directly related to high rainfall combined with the loss of storage capacity in the ditched 
and drained greater Everglades ecosystem but this sudden event, that started with early rainfall at the very beginning 
of the wet season, bears greater scrutiny because, frankly, it was unnecessary and the direct consequence of bad water 
management decisions.  

Following Hurricane Irma in September 2017 the estuary was blasted with high flows through December.  
Within 30 days, despite lake levels remaining harmfully high, water managers decided to cut back needed lake flows 
to the Caloosahatchee, causing salinity levels to creep upriver to levels that exceeded the minimum flow and level 
harm standard of 10 psu at Fort Myers.  For three months, despite our requests and clear evidence that there was 
sufficient water in the lake to meet all agricultural and other water supply demands and maintain healthy salinity 
levels in the Caloosahatchee, even if the rainy season started near the end of June, they refused. So the Caloosa-
hatchee got too little freshwater, harming 
struggling freshwater tapegrass habitat in 
the upper Caloosahatchee.   

Then it started to rain in mid-May.   
For two weeks the Caloosahatchee got 
harmful levels of water just from our riv-
ers watershed — runoff from Hendry and 
Glades Counties — with no discharges 
from Lake Okeechobee.  Harmful high 
flows that cause low salinity impacts to es-
tuarine and marine organisms occur when 
freshwater flows at the Franklin lock reach 
2,800 cfs (1.26 million gallons/minute or 
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1.81 trillion gallons/day).  
On June 1st, very high discharges from Lake Okeechobee were dumped west that nearly tripled the harmful high 

flows to the estuary, (over 3.68 million gallons/minute or 5.3 trillion gallons/day) dumping dark fresh water and sud-
denly dropping salinities in the estuary all the way to the mouth of the river at Shell Point.  

The consequence of this sudden, drastic and continuing salinity drop has been a massive die off of estuarine clams 
and oysters at Iona just upstream of Shell Pointe and is fueling harmful freshwater cyanobacteria, including Micro-
cystis, from LaBelle to Iona Cove.

So although the lake, estuaries, and southern Everglades ecosystems were all flooded with too much water, the 
farmlands in the EAA south of the lake got ideal flood control and water supply conditions.   Beginning with the first 
week water was dumped to the coasts, 98.5% of that discharge was backflowed water from the L8 Canal on the east 
coast and the Clewiston Industrial canal on the southwest side of the lake!   Water comes into the lake six times faster 
than it can be discharged, so with the lake a harmfully high levels at the very beginning of the wet season, it makes 
no sense to allow agriculture to shunt their stormwater into the lake where it then gets dumped on the estuaries that 
have also received too much rain.   

On June 20, the Governor directed DEP to issue an emergency order to the Army Corps urging them to tem-
porarily modify permitted operations in order to move water south out of Lake Okeechobee.  The order expires on 
November 30, 2018.

Solutions
The operational protocols for operating this system must change, especially as we face more extremes in weather 

variability.  The past few years, records have been broken for droughts and deluge in the 86 years of record keeping..   
1. If the agricultural backflows into the lake had not been allowed there would not have been a need to make the 

massive, early season estuary discharges.  The backflows accounted for 98.5% of the water discharged to 
the estuaries.  

2. It was premature to dump massive quantities of water to the estuaries at the very beginning of the rainy season 
when no water was being held by or discharged to agricultural areas to share the harm.   There was capacity in 
the lake for this early event.  

3. EAA stormwater has usurped and consumes nearly all the capacity of the taxpayer funded  stormwater water 
treatment areas (STAs) and Water Conservation Areas (WCAs) storage capacity south of the lake.  This infra-
structure was designed to take water from Lake Okeechobee, not serve as agriculture’s personal storage.  

4. If water managers had not starved the Caloosahatchee of needed freshwater flows for the four previous dry 
months, the lower lake would have had even more capacity to store water. 

Our estuaries cannot afford to bear the burden of agriculture’s preferential treatment for stormwater and water 
supply.   Common complaints by  agriculture that blame the Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow for their water woes are a 
ludicrous diversionary tactic to keep the public from recognizing the multitude of ways the agencies operate the hy-
drologic system for the selective benefit of EAA agriculture south of the lake.  

The agencies are not going to change the protocols unless we demand it.  It is past time to change the system.  
Progress has been made over the past 24 years I’ve been engaged in this fight.  Several projects to open up flow through 
the bottom of the Everglades system are coming on line this year and next.  It takes time but the outcomes are within 
our reach.   Stay connected and stay engaged, in this fight ever voice counts.  

Everglades Summit in Washington DC
In April a group of approximately 200 arrived in Washington, DC for America’s Everglades Summit to ask  Con-

gress to support the Everglades Reservoir in this year’s Water Resource Development Act (WRDA) bill. The most 
surprising aspect of the event and lobbying was the widespread   understanding and support for moving this critical 
project  forward by members from other states! Statements of support from U.S. Representatives Mike Simpson (R-
ID), Mike Quigley ( D-IL)Bill Shuster (R-PA), Garret Graves (R-LA), Peter DeFazio (D-OR), and Grace Napolitano 
(D-CA) in passing this important bipartisan measure, and we are particularly grateful for Rep. Francis Rooney and 

Caloosahatchee -- Continued from left
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Everglades Summit -- Continued from Page 3

Brian Mast’s (R-FLA) efforts to advance the Everglades reservoir.  
The process is underway.  The Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers approved the plans 

submitted by the South Florida Water Management District for the Everglades Reservoir. the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives passed the bipartisan Water Resources Development Act of 2018 (WRDA) by a vote of 408-2, which 
includes a path forward for authorization of the Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir.   The plan is currently 
under review by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).  Once they approve the project it will be eligible 
for inclusion in the US Senate WRDA bill,  which hopefully will  move to the Senate floor in the coming weeks.  

One might think that after an all time record setting wet year that flooded areas for weeks at a time this past year 
we’d think twice about placing new homes in harm’s way by developing wetlands, wouldn’t you?  Apparently greed 
knows no bounds. For the past seven years SCCF policy staff has been working with neighbors and partners to oppose 
a Canadian developer who is seeking to develop mangrove wetlands along both sides of Shell Point Blvd.  

Our opposition has reduced impacts dramatically with the elimination of a 171 wet slip marina, Clubhouse, pool and 
252 multi-family units.  The current proposal includes 55 single family units and 57 boat slips on 36 acres of jurisdic-
tional, coastal, mangrove wetlands and open water.  Development on this property has been proposed and appropriately 
rejected repeatedly over the past 40 years beginning with The Estuaries in the 1970s, due to the critical location and func-
tions of this wetland habitat that provides public protection from storm surges, flooding and designated critical habitat 
used by numerous endangered and listed species.  These critical functions are even more important today as over half of 
Lee County’s wetlands have been eliminated for development and sea level rise presents a progressive erosion of low lying 
wetlands that will significantly increase the storm surge hazard in the next 20 years. 

The state application for dredge and fill  has been 
withdrawn due to lack of response from the applicant 
so they have moved on to request rezoning the 306 
acre parcel from Environmentally Critical Wetlands 
that would allow 1 unit/20 acres to Suburban land use 
with 6 units/acre.    A zoning hearing scheduled for 
mid May was continued to September 25th.  In Lee 
County one must be present and speak at the Zoning 
hearing in order to put their concerns on the record.  
So we hope you will join SCCF , over 200 residents, 
the City of Sanibel and Conservancy of Southwest 
Florida  to oppose the zoning. 

This project is contrary to the public interest and does 
not meet the Goals, Policies and Objectives of the Lee 
County Comprehensive Plan or the Land Development 
Code that have been adopted to  assure public safety and 
carefully plan for growth and its effects.  You can learn 
more at our website:  sccf.org, 1) under Natural Resource 
Policy, then Eden Oak or 2) under Take Action.

By Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

Policy:   Developing Wetlands for Housing – Do We Never Learn?
  Eden Oak
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2018 is a big election year for Florida with a major-
ity of offices up for grabs from the Florida Governor & 
Cabinet, to US House and US Senate seats as well as State 
legislative seats, 2 local County Commission seats and 13 
Constitutional Amendments!   Ads have started and it’s 
time to study the issues, get informed, attend candidate 
forums and ask questions!  Then be sure to vote: The 
Florida Primary is Tuesday, August 28, 2018 and the 
General Election is Tuesday, November 6, 2018.

See a list of offices and candidates as of this writing  
(sccf.org under Resources, Take Action, 2018 Election 
Page))

We encourage you to ask questions:

Governor, Secretary of Agriculture and State Legislature:
Florida’s water supply, public safety, coastlines and 

economy are being and will increasingly be affected by 
rising sea levels.   What do you propose to proactively 
prepare Florida’s population and infrastructure to adapt 
to changing conditions? 

What is your position on Energy production and sup-
ply in Florida?  Do you support fracking? Why?  Do you 
support offshore oil drilling in the eastern Gulf of Mexico?  

Southwest Florida is one of the fastest growing areas 
in the Country.  How will you address the correspond-
ing water quality degradation issues partly caused by that 
growth?

Congressional Offices:
What is your plan to support Everglades restoration?
What is your position on Energy production?  Why?   

Do you support expanding leasing for oil drilling off US 
waters?  Why?

Do you support the current price support for sugar even 
through it  benefits large corporations not family farmers?  

Lee County Commissioners:
Conservation 2020
Do you support continuing to fund the Conservation 

2020 program for the purposes 84% of Lee County voters 
supported  or do you think the program has completed 
its task?  

Will you commit to using the 40 million remaining 
that was from ad valorum assessments on the program it 
was collected to support or do you support spending it on 
water quality treatment projects?  

How do you propose to replenish the funding and 
what level of funding do you support?  

Impact Fees
What is your position on new development paying for 

its impact on services, schools, roads, parks etc through 
the payment of  Impact Fees?

What % of impact fees do you support?  Why?  
How will you specifically address the transportation 

funding deficit facing Lee County and what will you do 
to discourage development sprawl which creates addition-
al transportation and infrastructure problems?

Coastal Resiliency
Southeast Florida Counties have established a com-

pact to address and protect their communities from the 
effects of climate change and sea level rise.  http://www.
southeastfloridaclimatecompact.org

What are your ideas to address sea level rise issues here 
in Lee County and along the West Coast?

By Rae Ann Wessel and Holly Schwartz, SCCF Natural Resource Staff
Be Informed and Vote!

Policy:   Elections 2018 — Major Changes at Hand

See Page 9 for more photos of Lake O and Caloosahatchee algae
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By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead

Recycle Your Plastic Pots!
Just a reminder that the Native Landscapes & Garden Center 

will reuse your black plastic pots!  Any size pots may be dropped 
off at one of two locations: the SCCF Nature Center (look for 
the bright blue bin near the former entrance to the Garden Cen-
ter, to the right of the exit drive) or at the Native Landscapes & 
Garden Center at the Bailey Homestead, near the garage.  Please 
tap the old soil out of your pots and discard any hanging tags or 
“stick-in” labels.  Thanks!

With spring high tides and rains in May came the beginning of mos-
quito season.   There have been many “for the better” changes in mosqui-
to control methods over the years.  Thankfully, gone are days on Sanibel 
of a DC3 plane flying overhead spewing smoke which was diesel mixed 
with Malathion to kill flying adult mosquitoes.  Today the low volume 
spraying for adult mosquitoes from helicopter or truck does not need a 
mixer like diesel…much better for the environment.  Malathion is no 
longer used because the insects have such a fast life cycle they built up 
resistance to this horrible pesticide.

The first week in June and following recent rains, Lee County Mos-
quito Control District (LCMCD) helicopters were seen spraying the 
grass swales behind the SCCF Nature Center at about 10 a.m.  A call 
to the LCMCD confirmed that the helicopter was treating for mosquito larvae not flying adults.  The product being 
spread was granular Bacillus thuringensis israelensis.  BTI kills only mosquito larvae, making it very environmentally 
friendly.  Low volume spraying is used throughout our mangrove coastal areas these days.  Larval counts by dip netting 
trigger spraying.  Both fish and dragonfly larvae eat mosquito larvae as natural controls.

Calling All Artists!
SCCF and the Sanibel-Captiva Art League are 

sponsoring their inaugural art exhibit, "Wings", 
to be held at the Bailey Homestead in November.  
Submission requirements and further details may 
be found at our website, www.sccf.org under Our 
Work/Native Landscapes & Garden Center or 
Programs.  Let your inspiration soar with an imagi-
native submission for "Wings"!

By Dee Century, Living with Wildlife Educator
Spring High Tides Bring Island Mosquitoes

Photos of Aedes courtesy Lee County Mosquito Control District, taken by Deputy Direcrtor of Operations, Katie Baker.

This is a male, 
with the head 
“feathers.”   
Males do not 
bite and die 
after breeding.
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Mosquitoes — Continued from left

100% 
FUNDED!

2017-18 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE

YOU DID IT!
SCCF’s members were asked to help address a $150,000 funding challenge for the 

fiscal year that ended on June 30, 2018. 
Your generous responses were nothing short of wonderful! Increased donations, 

second gifts, pledged support, even corporate matching funds.
The Board of Trustees and hardworking staff will be forever grateful that we ended 

FY2017-2018 with our operating budget fully funded. 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

Bryanna Zachary is SCCF’s new Wildlife & 
Habitat Management intern. She was born and 
raised in Avon Park, Florida, and received a B.S. in Environmental Science 
at the University of South Florida in 2016. Being a born and raised Florid-
ian, Bryanna fell in love with (and immune to) Florida’s unique climate 
and environment, so much that she wants to be an Environmental Scientist 
and does not plan on living outside of Florida.

She spent 2017 as an AmeriCorps/Florida Conservation Corps member 
working at Highlands Hammock State Park exterminating invasive plants and 
prescribed burns. In her free time, Bryanna likes to walk on trails to explore 
nature, observe and talk to wildlife, read environmental books, and cheer on the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and Rays. Bryanna is thrilled to be interning in Sanibel 
and having hands on experience with wildlife.

Meet W & HM Intern Bryanna Zachary

Our population is overwhelmingly salt water mosquitoes.  Saltwater mosquitoes (Aedes spp.) lay their eggs in the soil, not 
standing water.  If the spring high tides that hatch their dormant eggs in the mangroves would stay high, there would be no 
place for them to lay their second round of eggs.  If the rains would completely fill up the interior fresh water wetlands there 
would be no place for the salt water mosquitoes to lay their eggs.  It is the wet and then dry cycle that keeps them going.

The yearly cycle has begun and adult mosquitoes are flying.  The first spraying for adult mosquitoes happened on 
island the night of May 31.  Have you seen the LCMCD truck that drives around with a huge mesh funnel on top? 
The adult mosquitoes are wind scooped in and later counted.  The counts trigger when the trucks drive through the 
neighborhoods spraying for the flying adults…only from dusk to dawn.  The pesticide used to kill the adults is is per-
methrin. The trucks are low volume sprayers.  Anyone remember the days of trucks fogging out diesel and malathion 
while children ran behind!  What were we thinking?

Permethrin is a synthetic pyrethrin.  It is broad spectrum pesticide that can kill any insect that flies at night like 
moths.  It is definitely harmful to bees, both honey and native bees, which thankfully don’t fly at night but do fly pretty 
early in the morning.  Our island bee keepers should pay attention. 

Mosquito season is a time to stay inside dusk to dawn.  Walks on SCCF trails are on hold for now.  If the summer 
rains fill the wetlands, the otters will swim up from the Sanibel River and feed on crayfish in the grass swales.  The 
most beautiful mosquito free summers at the SCCF Nature Center happen when rain water stands in the wetlands 
winter, spring, summer, and fall.
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Bay Scallops are the ones most commonly found sit-
ting on a seafood lovers table. They are normally found in 
bays and inlets protected from the ocean or Gulf.  Beach-
goers on Sanibel often find scallop shells with colorful 
striated markings while doing the Sanibel Stoop. Those 
common beach shells are Calico Scallops, a smaller cousin 
of the Bay Scallop.  Bay scallops are normally more drab 
in coloration – white on the bottom and darker on the 
top where they often harbor a good number of barnacles, 
oysters or other clingy marine creatures. 

Bay scallops are the “canary” for issues in the estuary. 
They are sensitive to salinity change, to red tide and to 
high temperatures.  Once abundant enough in Pine Is-
land Sound to support a fishery in the ‘60s, their numbers 
in the local area have made them a rarer find in modern 
times.  The causes of the population decline in southern 
Florida are still mostly speculation but over-fishing, in-
creases in amount of stormwater running off from our 
watersheds, more abundant toxic algae blooms, coastal 
development and climate change are probably all contrib-
uting factors.  If you look at these factors they all have 
one common theme – the same old story of humans hav-
ing detrimental effects on another co-inhabitant of this 
planet.  When we drive instead of walk or when we fertil-
ize that non-native turf in our yard, things downstream 
suffer – and everything is downstream.

Since 2010, Florida Sea Grant with SCCF Marine 
Laboratory’s help has been organizing an annual volunteer 
scallop survey for Pine Island Sound.  Volunteers (some 
with boats, some without) meet at Pineland Marina on 
Pine Island early in the morning and organize in teams of 

4 to 10 people.  The teams are assigned areas in which they 
will swim along 50-meter “transect” lines and count how 
many scallops they see in their assigned area. Many volun-
teers see no scallops, but in some hotspots surveyors may 
see up to 1,000 scallops in their survey.  After lunch all 
the teams meet again at pineland marina and tally up the 
number of scallops and areas where they were found. This 
information can be analyzed over time to correlate popu-
lation fluctuations with annual events such as freshwater 
releases, red tide, algae blooms, abnormal temperatures or 
hurricanes.  This year we will possibly see the effects of the 
persistent red tide and Hurricane Irma.

This year the Pine Island Sound Scallop Search will be 
held August 18th. If you are interested in participating in the 
survey, please contact Joy Hazel at jhazell@leegov.com or call 
the SCCG Marine Lab (239-395-4617) for more details. 

Florida Sea Grant & SCCF Organize Annual Scallop Search on Aug 18
by Mark Thompson. Marine Lab Research Associate

Rat snake eating a mouse or rat.  Photo by Garrett Bayrd.Bay scallops found while doing seagrass surveys at mouth 
of Tarpon Bay.

An open Bay Scallop up close and personal with all of its 
blue eyes.
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Below (3 photos) Caloosahatchee from Alva to La-
Belle taken by Riverkeeper John Cassani.

Algae bloom expands from June 9 to June 24, covering almost the 
entire lake..

Aerial of Lake O and part of the Caloosahatchee watershed, highlighting 
the canals that are used to backpump into the lake.

A Look at Lake O and Caloosahatchee Algae

Clewiston Industrial 
Canal C-310

L8 
Canal

Public ownership
Private ownership
Major private ownership

Everglades Agricultural Area 
Land Ownership
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SCCF July - August 2018  Program Schedule
BAiley HomesteAd:  mAking tHe lAnd Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Preserve 
blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic property, 
the history of the land itself and some stories about the Bailey 
family, which farmed the land for three generations.  Wednes-
days at 8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet 
at the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near the 
entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 for more information.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  

tHe City tHAt Almost WAsn’t
Chronicling over a century of preserving paradise, the 
program celebrates the forward thinking of many is-
landers and visitors, including Theodore Roosevelt and 
“Ding” Darling, establishment of the Refuge, founding 
of SCCF, leading up to the incorporation and ensuing 
history of the City of Sanibel.  Learn about many of the 
key steps islanders have taken and what  lies  ahead  with  
most  pressing issues for the islands’ future.  Monday, July 
23 at 10 a.m.  Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

stormy WeAtHer

Stormy Weather looks at some of this area’s most lively 
weather phenomena including waterspouts, hurricanes 
and lightning storms.  Volatile weather is not uncommon 
in any season.  South Florida is the lightning capital of the 

country.  Collisions of clouds, tropical storms and other 
severe weather events shape our islands and human ex-
istence.  Monday, July 9 at 10 a.m.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members. 

tides/WHere is seA level?
Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the is-
lands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  What 
and where is mean sea level? Why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Monday, July 16 at 10 
a.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.

turtle trACks
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Free to members and children, $5 for 
non-members.

The Florida Shelf plays a large role in how tides and weather 
affect the islands.

Get ready! Coastal Cleanup is coming on Saturday, September 15!



Page 12

NON PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5722

FT. MYERS, FL

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Education	Center	
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer0

Gwenda Hiett-
Clements

Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Kelly Sloan

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Kristie Anders
Jenny Evans

Eric Milbrandt
Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

July/August 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957
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September 2018

SCCF Member Update

Policy:  Update on Water Quality Crisis
State Emergency Water Meetings

This summer’s cyanobacte-
ria bloom that started in Lake 
Okeechobee was first documented 
in early June and continues as of this 
writing.  See the graphic progression 
of the bloom, right.  Lake Okeechobee 
releases that started on June 1st re-
leased the Lake bloom into the Ca-
loosahatchee and St. Lucie rivers and 
estuaries. Cyanobacteria or blue green 
algae is a freshwater indicator of pol-
luted water that can “turn on” potent 
toxins affecting the central nervous 
system, liver and kidneys.  Toxins can 
be breathed in, absorbed and ingested. 
Blooms occur in response to high lev-
els of phosphorus and nitrogen in the 
water and have the unique ability to 

absorb nitrogen out of the air if there 
is not enough in the water to support 
the bloom.  Toxins can persist in the 
water and sand even after the visible 
signs of a bloom are gone. In response 

to the algae disaster the Florida De-
partment of Environmenal Protection 
(DEP) issued an emergency order on 
June 20th and after a meeting here on 
the estuary on July 9, 2018 the Gover-
nor issued another Emergency Order.  
The emergency orders  enable  the 

See Emergency on Page 2

July 9, 2018 meeting on the Caloosahatchee  Picutred From left:  DEP Drew 
Bartlett, Gov Rick Scott, DEP Secretary Noah Valenstein, Lee County Commis-
sioner Brian Hamman, DEP Dave Whiting, SCCF Rae Ann Wessel.

July 20, 2018 meeting with DEP Sec-
retary Valenstein, the City and SCCF.  
From left: James Evans, City of Sani-
bel Natural Resource Policy Director; 
Mayor Ruane; Noah Valenstein, Eric 
Milbrandt, SCCF Marine Lab Direc-
tor, Rae Ann Wessel and SCCF Trustee 
Claude Crawford.
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps)and South Florida 
Water Management District (SFWMD) to exercise op-
erational flexibility to move more water south through 
the system outside of standard operational protocols to 
reduce estuary discharges and make funding available for 
dealing with the crisis. 

A few projects have allowed more flow south through 
the southern end of the system.  However, lake flows 
compound the runoff coming from the Caloosahatchee’s 
own watershed, resulting in  harmful flows to the Caloo-
sahatchee  — up to 2.5 times the harm threshold.  Mean-
while 484,000 acres of crop land south of the lake — an 
area larger than Lake O, which is 470,000 acres — are 
provided flood control, allowing them to move excess wa-
ter off their land while all the rest of the system is flooded.  
It’s just one more way the EAA (Everglades Agricultural 
Area) landowners receive preferential treatment at taxpay-
er expense.  EAA runoff is shunted into taxpayer funded 
infrastructure intended to treat and store lake water, not 
EAA runoff.   In fact, 80% of the STA (stormwater treat-
ment area) water quality treatment capacity and WCA 
(water conservation area) storage capacity is EAA runoff, 
not lake water.  

The inequity of flood management and water qual-
ity has to stop.  Ag lands are afforded flood control and 
allowed to discharge their excess water off their property, 
shifting the harm to public waters including the Lake 
and estuaries.  We can’t afford to continue to sacrifice our 
state’s economic engines — our coastal communities — 
while a land area larger than Lake Okeechobee is pro-
tected.

We also need stronger water quality protections and 
we all need to do our part.  

Actions
In the midst of an algae crisis there are no good alter-

natives. Like in a hurricane, if you don’t prepare there is 
little you can do once it arrives.  

While scientists work on potential solutions and 
treatments for blooms that are becoming more frequent 

worldwide, there are things we must do, changes we must 
advocate for:
•	 Prevent and reduce nutrient pollution. Prevention is 

vastly cheaper than clean up.  We must capture and 
clean water on land before it flows into lakes, rivers, 
bays and the Gulf.

•	 Stop untreated agricultural runoff into canals, lakes 
and rivers.  Ag landowners are not required to hold 
and treat stormwater on their own land.  They pump 
their nutrient laden water directly into lakes, rivers 
and taxpayer funded infrastructure built for other 
uses.  They must be required to capture, store and 
clean their runoff like urban areas do. 

•	 Stop all land application of bio solids/septage that add 
to the nutrient loading of state waters.  

•	 Upgrade urban runoff:  More development requires 
more space to capture and time to treat water, allow-
ing it to filter into the ground before discharging to 
the canals, rivers, lakes and estuaries.

•	 Sewage treatment plant discharges to public waters 
need to stop.  

•	 Septic systems in proximity to waterways and in high 
density need to be converted to central sewer.

•	 Septic systems should be inspected and maintained, 
especially as water levels rise.

•	 Reduce or eliminate fertilizer especially in waterfront 
areas.  Many areas in this region have natural phos-
phorus-rich soils that don’t need additional fertilizer.  
Get your soil tested,  plant a native landscape that 
needs no fertilizer and observe the summer blackout 
fertilizer ban. 

•	 Reuse Water:  Using water more than once is a fun-
damental conservation concept.  Reuse water retains 
high levels of nitrogen and phosphorus.   The nutri-
ents can be absorbed by lawns and gardens but if it 
runs off into canals and adjacent waters it’s contribut-
ing to the nutrient problem.  Advanced wastewater 
treatment  is needed.

Emergency -- Continued from Page 1

1. Establish a clear protocol and responsibility for 
posting signage warning about cyanobacteria 
blooms and health risks at water access sights such 
as beaches, boat ramps and parks.  Currently the 
Department of Health (DOH) points to cities/

counties, they point to DOH.
2. Establish statewide standards for cyanobacterial 

blooms: Join 22 other states in establishing stan-
dards for cyanobacterial blooms in recreational wa-
ters.  Details of other states’ efforts are listed on the 

SCCF policy staff made four specific requests of the Governor at our meeting:  

Continued right
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Caloosahatchee Dry Season Water Supply — Upcoming 
MFL Rulemaking

Although high water is the issue we are dealing with 
now, conditions flip like a light switch when the rains 
stop and dry season arrives.  The Caloosahatchee suffers 
from a Goldilocks condition, whipsawing between harm-
ful conditions from too much and too little water when 
what we need to keep the system healthy is a more bal-
anced delivery and timing of freshwater.   

On September 13, the SFWMD will have a rule adop-
tion hearing to approve proposed changes to the current 
MFL (minimum flows and levels).   

For the past several years we have been very engaged 
in the evaluation and discussion.  Through our Marine 
Lab’s RECON real-time water quality sensors, other 
monitoring efforts and weekly reporting, we have been 
able to document real time conditions in the estuary in 
response to flows and salinities.  Our findings from real 
time, in-situ monitoring of the system disagrees with SF-
WMD proposed values based on their mesocosm ( artifi-
cial pool) studies. 

The SFWMD proposed changes suggest flows of 400 
cfs when we have documented the need for 700 - 1000 
cfs to keep a low salinity zone in the upper estuary down-
stream of the Franklin Lock.  

The SFWMD has also justified their modeling based 
on a proxy site six miles upstream of the designated MFL 
measurement point.  The two sites are not equivalent due 
to significant changes in the size and shape of the river 
and the fact that a major freshwater inflow at the proxy 
site skews results.  

We have submitted letters of objection to the SFW-

MD and DEP and will again plead our case at the Rule 
Adoption Hearing on September 13 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
SFWMD headquarters, in the B-1 Auditorium, 3301 
Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406. 

Red Tide 
Since the current bloom began in October 2017, 180 

sea turtles have stranded on Sanibel and Captiva as of Au-
gust 23.  Of the 180, 123 were dead and 57 were found 
alive and taken to CROW for treatment. The continuous 
10-month red tide has impacted an unprecedented num-
ber of sea turtles. Over 50 stranded on Sanibel and Cap-
tiva in June and July alone.  Add to that an unprecedented 
26-ft.-long whale shark and massive die off of all manner 
of marine organisms.   

The current red tide causing this mass mortality event 
is the longest continuous bloom since 2006 when an algal 
bloom lasted over one year. These blooms start 10 to 40 
miles offshore in the bottom of the Gulf but are fed and 
perpetuated alongshore by harmfully high nutrients due 
to water washing into the Gulf from land.  The single 
most important thing we can fight for is strengthening 
water quality standards to improve these conditions.

Actions have consequences. The past eight years of 
regulations addressing water quality have been recently 
rolled back under the guise of making Florida business-
friendly.  Our water conditions are the direct consequence 
of that effort.  We must all do our part.

It’s an election year.  Ask candidates for their water IQ 
and if they support stronger water quality standards and 
what specifically they will do to raise standards to clean 

EPA site:  https://www.epa.gov/nutrient-policy-data/
guidelines-and-recommendations#what3     Florida 
does not have to reinvent the wheel:  we can use 
resources and standards developed in other states. 

3. Funding for Healthy Beaches Program.  Attached is 
an email from Lee County’s Health Department that 
reveals the EPA funding cuts for HB.  In Lee County 
alone it would require cutting off sampling of four 
beaches and reducing the monitoring at nine other 
beaches from weekly to every other week.  Our es-
timate based on Health Department costs indicates 
it would only cost $34,000+. to keep sampling fre-
quency we have now before the cuts.  This is just the 
impact to one county.  Given the cyano bloom and 
10 months of red tide this is a very ill advised time to 

cut back on public beach monitoring.
UPDATE:  We are pleased to report that within the 

week of our meeting, full funding was restored for Lee 
County monitoring of the Healthy Beaches program.  
Following our meeting with DEP Secretary Valenstein 
on July 20th, we are encouraged that they are working 
on the other requests we made. 
4. Dry Season Blooms: The Caloosahatchee suffers 

from cyanobacterial blooms from too little water 
in the dry season as well as when high discharges 
bring high nutrients and blooms from Lake O into 
the river/estuary.  Above is an outline of our con-
cerns with the MFL rulemaking that went to the 
SFWMD in August.     
 

See Red Tide on Page 4
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Red Tide -- Continued from Page 3

water and represent the public’s interests.
Check out lists of questions for candidates on our 

2018 election webpage:
http://www.sccf.org/our-work/natural-resource-policy/

talking-points-for-2018-candidates

What We Can Do in our Yards
•	 Plant native landscapes to reduce/eliminate fertilizer 

use and enhance filtering of rainfall.
•	 Pick up after pets.

Lake Okeechobee Watershed Restoration Project (LOWRP)
A CERP (Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 

Plan) project is being designed north of Lake Okeechobee 
to capture and treat water before it flows into the lake.  
The Lake Okeechobee Watershed Restoration Project 
includes an above-ground wetland attenuation feature 
(WAF) and several aquifer storage & recovery (ASR) wells 
in an area north of the lake to provide  additional flexibil-
ity for managing water north of the lake in a manner con-
sistent with Everglades restoration goals.  The proposed 
plan also calls for restoration of 5,300 acres of wetlands.  

The Draft Integrated Project Implementation Re-
port (PIR) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for the Lake Okeechobee Watershed Restoration Project 
(LOWRP) was issued for comments through August 20.   
The draft plan is available at: http://www.saj.usace.army.
mil/LOWRP/

Comments will be accepted online at OkeechobeeWa-
tershedRestoration@usace.army.mil.

Sustainability Planning
By Holly Schwartz, Natural Resource Policy Assistant

It’s no longer a question of if, it’s a question of how are 
we going to address the impacts of climate change.  Re-
cently, the Community Foundation of Southwest Florida 
facilitated a discussion on climate change with interested 
parties from all over the County.  A speaker from the 
CLEO Institute, a non-profit, non-partisan organization 
exclusively dedicated to climate change education, en-
gagement and advocacy didn’t mince words and presented 
a compelling argument for immediate action.  

You’ve heard most of the facts: climate variability and 
extremes are driven by additional heat in the atmosphere 
which precipitates stronger and more frequent storms, 
drives sea level rise, changes sea currents, while higher 
CO2 absorption is acidifying oceans, and warmer waters 
affect the voracity of red tide and blue green algae blooms.  

Climate change is not just an “environmental” problem 
though, it’s an economic and social problem with related 
instability affecting our home values, insurance rates and 
— more globally — drought and water supplies, driving 
entire populations to migrate for basic survival.

Communities Taking Action
It’s hard not to get overwhelmed with all of this in-

formation, but the news is not all bad.  There are several 
recent encouraging stories of local governments in Florida 
adopting necessary leadership approaches to address the 
impacts being felt by a changing climate.  Recently the 
Florida Center for Investigative Reporting did a story on 
Yankeetown, Florida, a central Gulf coast community us-
ing sustainable planning efforts to adapt to the current 
and inevitable sea level rise challenges they are experienc-
ing such as salt water intrusion, which is creating “ghost 
forests” where there were once lush inland wooded areas 
of cabbage palms and cedar trees.  Planning efforts in-
clude identifying and evaluating the location of critical 
municipal infrastructure that is vulnerable to sea level rise 
and setting aside areas aimed at protecting the natural ar-
eas that serve as water filters and flooding buffers to the 
more populated areas of town.  

The City of Sanibel is ahead of the curve, creat-
ing living shorelines to “build” and armor the coastline 
with habitat.   

 Larger metropolitan areas on the east coast of Flor-
ida have formed regional climate change compacts and 
are working together to raise roads and install expensive 
pumps to fight back the rising tide.

State and Local Planning 
Florida’s DEP has recently initiated the Florida Resil-

ient Coastlines Program that offers grants to municipali-
ties for projects that promote benefits to coastal resources 
including sea level rise resiliency and adaptation plan-
ning.  Application, instructions, submittal requirements, 
and the criteria by which applications are scored and rec-
ommended, can be found on the FRCP website at: https:/
floridadep.gov/resilience.  

Locally, the Community Foundation of Southwest 
Florida’s Regional Sustainability Plan is providing the 
framework to organize and align our efforts regarding, 
among other things, our economy and jobs, education, 
our health and safety and the environment.  By keeping 
track of our region’s accomplishments, current projects, 
and areas for advancement, the Sustainability Plan is 
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By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
Nathaniel Reed, an environmental leader, mentor and 

hero to so many, caught his last perfect salmon on July 3, 
2018 on a fishing trip in Canada’s Grand Cascapedia 
River. His son reported his father’s joy at catch-
ing the 16-pound salmon and he was headed 
back to catch another when he fell on a grav-
el riverbank and hit his head.  He died July 
11th following a coma after the fall.

Mr. Reed’s legacy for the Everglades 
and nation looms large.  He helped stop 
construction of the world’s largest air-
port in the Big Cypress Swamp and co-
wrote the Endangered Species Act.

In the 1960s his efforts stopped the 
construction of the proposed Everglades 
jetport, a 39-square-mile site north of Ev-
erglades National Park that the Dade County 
Port Authority acquired to build a new airport, 
interstate highway, high speed mass transit system 
and airboat waterway.  The project would  have devastated 
both the Everglades and the Big Cypress Swamp.   He com-
pelled Florida Governor Claude Kirk to oppose the plan 
and pressure President Nixon to stop federal funding for it.  

In 1971, Mr. Reed accepted the invitation of President 
Nixon to become Assistant Secretary of Interior for Fish, 

Wildlife and National Parks, where he served into the Ford 
Administration until 1977.  Mr. Reed preserved more 
than 80 million acres of Alaska, publicized the dangers of 

DDT and  is credited with the wording for what 
would become the Endangered Species Act, 

passed by Congress in 1973.    Among the 
animals protected by the act were several 
from Florida, including the panther, the 
manatee, Key deer and the American al-
ligator. 

Mr. Reed served seven governors, 
Republican and Democrat, and served 
on every conceivable committee and 
commission. Reed was appointed by 
three different governors to serve as 

a member of the South Florida Water 
Management District Governing Board.

Some of you may have met him at the 
2008 Everglades Coalition Conference SCCF 

hosted on Captiva.  I was so honored that he was 
inducted into the Everglades Hall of Fame at our confer-
ence with a Lucas Century creation.  

It’s up to us to build on the foundation he left us 
to finish the job.  He joins the ultimate Everglades 
Hall of Fame with Marjory Stoneman Douglas and 
Art Marshall.   

working to ensure continuous improvement and strength-
ening of our efforts in these areas.  Collaboration is the 
key to the success of the plan, with the recognition that 
one organization cannot achieve the goals of the commu-
nity on its own.

Taking Action in Our Backyard
SCCFs Natural Resource Policy staff is putting sus-

tainability planning principles into action as we lead the 
opposition to a proposed development in tidally inundat-
ed mangrove wetlands along Shell Point Boulevard.  The 
bad development concept, ironically named Eden Oak, 
ignores every principle of designing developments to an-
ticipate future conditions and adapt for climate change.  
Located in mangrove wetlands on the western side of Shell 
Point Boulevard, Eden Oak proposes to dredge and fill 
mangrove wetlands, to build 55 houses, canals and a boat 
basin.  This development would destroy the natural flood 
and storm protection buffer for existing development and 

burden the already over-taxed evacuation route for 9,000 
residences on the peninsula. This ill-conceived develop-
ment would eliminate habitat depended on by a number 
of endangered species, would eliminate the natural water 
filter provided by mangrove wetlands and it would create 
new point sources for excess nutrients, oils and greases to 
wash into the impaired Caloosahatchee exacerbating our 
current water quality crisis.

Engaging for a Sustainable Future
SCCF Policy staff will continue to work in our region 

to implement innovations that will assist us in our adapta-
tion to the changing environment.

Are our local building and zoning regulations appro-
priately addressing the challenges we face as a result of 
climate change?  Your interest, ideas and action can and 
will have an impact on the local efforts we need to make 
to be ready for the effects of climate change.  

In Memoriam, Nathaniel Reed, Environmental Icon & Legend   1933-2018
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The nutrients belching out of the river and lake 
have fed not only the toxic freshwater algae bloom 
but have perpetuated the second longest red tide 
bloom in recent memory, resulting in a mass mortal-
ity event not previously seen on our coast.  

Since the beginning of the current red tide bloom 
in October 2017, as of August 23, 180 sea turtles have 
been found stranded on the beaches or in waters sur-
rounding Sanibel and Captiva.  Of the 180, 123 were 
dead and 57 were found alive and taken to CROW 
for treatment. The continuous 10 month red tide has 
impacted an unprecedented number of sea turtles. 

Based on mid-July numbers (91 strandings), 53 
were mature adults, representing a significant impact 
on a recovering population of animals where only 
one in 1,000 hatchlings survive to reach reproduc-
tive maturity at around 25-30 years of age. Nineteen of these turtles (nine of which have washed up in the third week 
of July) have been the critically endangered Kemp's Ridley sea turtle, a rare sighting on area beaches.

 With help from the SCCF Marine Lab's Dr. Rick Bartleson we are collecting samples of tissues and gut contents from 
stranded sea turtles to be tested for brevetoxins (neurotoxins produced by the alga Karenia brevis). Since May 29, 24 turtles 
have been sampled in an effort to understand how these algal blooms affect sea turtles. 

 The current red tide causing this mass mortality event is the longest continuous bloom since 2006 when an algal 
bloom lasted over one year. These blooms start in 
the Gulf but are fed and perpetuated by harmfully 
high nutrients in the water washing into the Gulf 
from land. The single most important change we 
can fight to improve these conditions is strengthen-
ing water quality standards. 

 Actions have consequences. The past 8 years 
of regulations addressing water quality have been 
rolled back under the guise of making Florida busi-
ness friendly. Our water conditions are the direct 
consequence of that effort. We must all do our part.     

See Page 11 for a list of things you can do.

This season we will be placing data loggers measuring 
temperature, soil moisture, and water levels into a select 
few loggerhead sea turtle nests to get a better idea of how 
groundwater influences nest temperature & moisture and 
the potential impacts on hatchling sex ratios.

In years past the SCCF Marine Lab has used water 
level loggers to continuously monitor groundwater flow 
from interior wetlands on Sanibel at various locations, 

including several beach sites. Their data indicate that cer-
tain stretches of beach along Sanibel experience high lev-
els of groundwater influence. 

 Interestingly, previous research on Sanibel suggests 
our beach produces more male hatchlings than would be 
expected based on local incubation temperatures.  Be-
cause variation in hatchling sex ratios is explained only 
partially by incubation temperature, it is very likely that 

Jack Brzoza, Sea Turtle Coordinator Kelly Sloan, Katie Goulder and 
Andrew Glinsky

Mass Mortality of Sea Turtles Caused By Red Tide

Data Collection Project on Sea Turtle Nesting
by Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Coordinator

See Sea Turtles on Page 11

This stranded sea turtle was, fortunately, still alive and was taken 
to CROW.
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Friday, November 9, 2018
6:30 – 9:00 p.m.   

The Bailey Homestead Preserve   
$125 per person   

Restaurant Partners (to date): 
Il Cielo                  Sweet Melissa’s Café

Catering by Leslie Adams               Sanibel Catering Company
Malia                   ...More to be announced!

Look for an invitation and upcoming emails with more information.

there are other environmental variables contributing to these unexpected results.  We suspect that the groundwater 
could be cooling the nests and potentially affecting the temperature and/or moisture in a way that explains the atypi-
cal sex ratios observed on Sanibel.

You may have heard that an alarming worldwide female-biased sex ratio of sea turtles has already been documented 
and it appears to be growing. A comprehensive study in Australia’s Northern Great Barrier Reef revealed that about 
99% of juvenile and subadult green turtles are female at one of the northern nesting beaches, suggesting that this rook-
ery has been producing primarily females for more than two decades. Closer to home, researchers from Florida Atlan-
tic University (FAU) have documented that 97 to 100 percent of the hatchlings sampled within Florida since 2002 
have been female. With drastic environmental changes predicted 
to occur within this century, sea turtles are at risk of unsustain-

able sex ratios and high egg 
mortality that could have 
major implications on their 
population. 

In short, if our beach is 
producing males it's impor-
tant to understand why, and 
we're hoping to get a better 
understanding of these dy-
namics through this study.

Presenting Sponsor
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Discharges to the Caloosahatchee started in May af-
ter heavy rainfall from sub-tropical storm Alberto. Begin-
ning in June, flows greater than the 2,800 cfs — above the 
level of ecological harm — were initiated into the Caloo-
sahatchee estuary. The highest flows were three times the 
harm threshold, which last occurred after Hurricane Irma. 

High flows during the summer of 2013 caused higher 
than normal chlorophyll (algae biomass) throughout Pine 
Island. Unfortunately, the 2018 discharges also brought 
a large scale blue-green algae bloom that has turned the 
Caloosahatchee green (Figures 2-3). The blue-green algae 
is Microcystis, which produces a toxin that causes liver 
disease if ingested. 

Our Natural Resource Policy Director, Rae Ann Wes-
sel, and other partners such as the City of Sanibel have 
met with the governor and Secretary of the Department 
of Environmental Protection. Several Calls to Action have 
been published and provided to the SCCF membership 
and other advocates for the Caloosahatchee. 

The Marine Lab staff has been documenting the oc-
currence of the blue-green algae in the estuary and in the 
Gulf. We are also using oysters as sentinel species for de-
termining the effects of the flows and subsequent algae 
blooms (Figure 4-5). Oysters were separated and deployed 
in bags at 4 sites along a salinity gradient. Oysters will be 
monitored weekly through the wet period (ending 
Nov. 1) and used in the weekly reports to state and 
federal agencies. 

In addition, SCCF’s RECON data is showing 
hypoxic conditions (dissolved oxygen <2 mg/L) at 
times near Beautiful Island and Shell Point. This is 
likely a result of the blue green algae bloom reaching 

its maximum and starting to dissipate. The cells eventu-
ally will disintegrate and create additional oxygen de-
mand. This combined with high temperatures (>30 C) 
has resulted in hypoxic conditions.

Marine Lab Studying San Carlos Bay Response to High Flows
by Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Lab Director

Flows into the Caloosahatchee; the high flow harm threshold based 
on effects to seagrass and oysters is 2,800 cubic feet per second. 

A blue-green algae bloom has formed from Lake Okeechobee 
to Sanibel. Photo credit: John Cassani, Calusa River Keeper

Above:  Oysters are measured and pre-
pared for deployment as sentinels of es-
tuary health.  Inset:  Mortality of oys-
ters due to high flows and a blue-green 
algae bloom will be determined using 
pre-measured oysters. 
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For the 32nd year SCCF in-
vites volunteers to join us on Sat-
urday, September 15 to clean our 
coastline of human-made debris, 
much of which is made from plas-
tic.  (Note:  If Red Tide is still bad, 
check with Dee a day or to before.)  

As part of this international 
Ocean Conservancy event, vol-
unteers scour the mangroves and 
beaches looking for plastic bottles 
and bags to protect our sea turtles 
and shorebirds that might ingest 
this toxic plastic.  62% of shorebird 
species and 100% of sea turtle spe-
cies have been found with plastic 
inside of them! 

You can pick and save your fa-
vorite cleanup zone early by calling 
Dee at SCCF, 472-2329 or e-mail 
dserage@sccf.org the week before.  Your data card will be e-mailed to you and you can clean your zone on your own schedule.  
Just return the data card by Monday, September 18.  Keep Lee County Beautiful will compile the data.   Come by on Sat-
urday and join us for lunch on the Nature Center porch (again, Red Tide permitting).

Join SCCF to Clean our Coasts to Protect Wildlife
  — Red Tide Permitting —

Isabella Peedle is SCCF’s new Native Landscapes & Gar-
den Center intern. She moved to Florida from Michigan when 
she was five, and therefore has spent most of her life in Flor-
ida. Isabella is currently a junior majoring in Environmental 
Studies at Florida Gulf Coast University, where she founded 
(and became the president of ) the Florida Native Plant Club.  
Before the internship, she studied Coccothrinax argentata (the 
threatened silver palm) in the Bahamas to help with conserva-
tion efforts. Additionally, she has done volunteer work with 
CROW Clinic, CREW Land & Water Trust, Calusa Nature 
Center, and FGCU’s Wings of Hope Program.

Isabella is interested in being an intern for SCCF as she 
became connected to Florida’s environment, plants, and wild-
life while growing up. She is hoping to learn more about these 
as she works at SCCF, so she can use the skills and knowledge 
in her future career working in conservation, educating people 
about environmental issues, and supporting sustainability ef-
forts. Isabella is looking forward to working with native plants 
so closely and to being able to help educate people about their 
importance to Florida’s environment.

Meet Garden Center Intern Isabella Peedle

by Dee Serage-Centure, Living with Wildlife Educator
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SCCF September 2018  Programs

Bailey Homestead:  making tHe land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Preserve 
blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic property, 
the history of the land itself and some stories about the Bailey 
family, which farmed the land for three generations.  Wednes-
days at 8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet 
at the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near the 
entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 for more information.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  

Florida pantHers and WildliFe Corridors
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few years 
have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there is hope 

in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive cat to 
spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining SCCF, 
Alexis Horn ran the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. 
Learn what makes Florida panthers unique and why they 
are so vital to our environment.  Tuesday, September 11 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.
    

turtle traCks
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Free to members and children, $5 for 
non-members.

•	 Report disoriented or stranded sea turtles to:  978-
728-3663 (978-SAVE-ONE)

•	 Make water quality part of our daily dialogue and this 
election year.

•	 Elevate the issue of water quality; ask candidates if they 
support stronger water quality standards and what spe-
cifically they will do to raise standards to clean water and 
represent the public's interests. 

•	 Examine our own actions in fertilizer use in our yards 
and gardens.

•	 Plant native landscapes to reduce/eliminate fertilizer 
use and enhance filtering of rainfall.

•	 Pick up after pets.

A few suggestions to address sources of nutrients:  
•	 Require Advanced Wastewater Treatment to remove 

nutrients from reuse water systems. 
•	 Establish broader, stricter water quality standards for 

nutrients and chemicals:
•	 Update stormwater standards for urban and agricul-

ture
•	 Require agriculture treat their stormwater before it 

leaves their properties
•	 Eliminate the presumption of compliance with water 

quality standards given to Ag

What You Can Do to Help Sea Turtles -- Continued from Page 6
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Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

Septembr 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957
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October 2018

SCCF Member Update

Continued on Page 2

Well-deserved Staff Changes Announced

Effective immediately, Marine Lab staffers Jeff Siwicke and Ashley Graham 
will be taking on broader responsibilities in support of SCCF’s mission.

Jeff has accepted the newly created role of Facilities & Events Manager. Like 
Ashley, he will report directly to the CEO and work in coordination with the Busi-
ness Manager and Development Director.

Since late 2005, Jeff has been studying the effects of large freshwater releases 
from Lake Okeechobee by monitoring seagrass growth rates and having line re-
sponsibility for the installation and servicing of the RECON sensors. In 2007, with 
the introduction of Wines in the Wild, it became clear Jeff also had a strong talent 
for and interest in event coordination. In fact, he subsequently conceived and con-
tinues to produce SCCF’s wildly successful Beer in the Bushes annual fundraiser.

“Jeff will be able to seamlessly take over the lead role for special events and fa-
cilities management,” said CEO Erick Lindblad. “Realigning these responsibilities 
under a new position so capably filled by Jeff will be a tremendous help to the next 
CEO. The Board and I are very pleased he has accepted the position.”

Ashley is taking on a new Data 
Coordinator/Administrative Assistant 
position. 

“This use of Ashley’s abilities will 
be tremendously helpful for grants 
management across all our program areas, as well as optimizing the use 
of our membership database,” said Lindblad. “The administrative staff is 
looking forward to her joining their team in this new way.”

The previous positions held by Jeff and Ashley remain essential for the 
Marine Lab’s proper functioning, and replacements are being sought.

“With the move to the new Lab building, the heightened concern for 
water quality degradation, and the launching of a new research vessel, 
this has been a tremendously taxing summer for Eric Milbrandt,” Lind-
blad said of the Marine Lab’s Director. “I appreciate his understanding 
that Jeff and Ashley have higher contributions to make for SCCF, and 
look forward to helping him find suitable new hires for the Lab positions 
they are leaving behind.”

Jeff Siwicke — Facilities & Events Manager
Ashley Graham — Data Coordinator/Administrative Assistant

The Curious Man:  The Marine Lab’s Dr. Rick Bartleson
“What is a scientist after all? It is a curious man looking through a keyhole, the keyhole of nature, trying to know what's 

going on.”  — Jacques Cousteau

Ashley Graham 
out in the field 
with the Lab.

Jeff Siwicke
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Rick Bartleson -- Continued from Page 1 

Passing the Torch...

SCCF Christmas Cards

It is with deep appreciation and emotion that we announce the 
retirement of Kristie Anders.

"I have made a decision that I do not take lightly.  For my 
well-being, I must withdraw from doing the work I love. I want to 
continue to contribute to Islanders’ understanding of the majestic 
nature of our islands and will volunteer my time as I can. It is a 
privilege to work at SCCF.  Thank you all for the support you lend 
SCCF.  I cherish the three glorious decades I have spent here."

Kristie, whose retirement is effective in October, has served as 
SCCF’s Education Director since 1988.

She has been the heart and soul of the organization, teaching 
thousands of residents and visitors about our good nature and his-
tory.  Kristie forged strategic partnerships with Captiva Cruises, 
island realtors, Captiva Historical Society and many other organi-
zations, multiplying exponentially her educational outreach. Our 
"Story Teller"  extraordinaire.

One of Kristie’s final initiatives was the creation of the Paul 
McCarthy Memorial Lecture Series, honoring the late founder of 
Captiva Cruises.  As a volunteer, Kristie will oversee the series’ first 
lecture on February 6, 2019.

Kristie Anders

Cards are $15 for 10 cards and they 
will be available in the shop at the  
Native Landscapes & Garden Center.

Hope the holidays bring you
many reasons to smile

We are so very fortunate to have such a curious man dedicating himself 
to SCCF’s work. Dr. Rick Bartleson quietly goes about studying sea grasses 
and water quality. He handles most of the science-based media inquiries and 
co-authors with Rae Ann Wessel the weekly Caloosahatchee Conditions Re-
port. He also is the “go to” for odd phenomena occurring on the beaches 
such as a die off of fighting conchs or a pile of bleached out Syringodium sea 
grass that appear like miniature white straws.

When it came time to examine some of the dozens of dead sea turtles 
gathered by SCCF staff during the current Red Tide bloom, Rick decided to 
learn more about what killed them. Some looked like boat strikes, but when 
Rick performed dissections he found that even the ones hit by boats appeared 
to have ingested high concentrations of brevetoxin. Brevetoxin is the noxious 
product of the red tide organism. The animals were impaired and unable to 
avoid boats speeding through the water.

Performed outside in 95 degree heat, Rick has carefully dissected stomachs 
and intestines and found that most loggerhead and Kemp’s ridley sea turtles 
have ingested clams, fighting conchs and lightning whelks. These shellfish eat 
smaller things and the red tide organism. Basically the turtles had been eat-
ing the nerve toxin in very high concentrations, which affected their nervous 
system. So it is not the air they breathe as much as it is the food they eat.

Rick’s curiosity and discipline as a scientist has brought new light to SCCF 
and everyone else. His knowledge created hopefulness for the young hatchling 
sea turtles heading out to sea. Hatchlings have a sufficient amount of food 
energy in their bodies when they emerge from the nest to swim without feed-
ing for a week or more. The babies head out to sea to find floating rafts of 

Kristie and Red Anders.
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Turtle Tracks-10

Turtle Tracks-10

Turtle Tracks-10

Turtle Tracks-10

...to the Next Generation
Dee Serage Century

Dee, SCCF’s Living with Wildlife Educator. started her 
career with SCCF in the early days of the Native Plant Nurs-
ery, becoming its retail sales manager in 1980. 

She will be retiring effective October 1.
Nobody brings passion to the understanding of the asso-

ciation between native wildlife and vegetation like Dee does.  
She has written that encouraging people to support wildlife 
like otters, gopher tortoises, and nesting screech owls is “an 
easy and joyful task” for her.

That statement speaks volumes about Dee’s gentle spirit and 
the passion she has brought to her work over these many years.

“As they finish their professional working years, the 
Board of Trustees is so grateful that they both spent the ma-
jority of their conservation careers working in support of 
SCCF’s mission,” said SCCF President John Morse. “They 
will be missed.”

Wishing to celebrate their longstanding service and rec-
ognizing their countless contributions we will gather in their 
honor this fall.       

Please watch for the invitations.
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Florida PanTherS and WildliFe CorridorS
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few years 
have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there is hope 
in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive cat to 
spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining SCCF, 
Alexis Horn ran the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. 
Learn what makes Florida panthers unique and why they are 
so vital to our environment.  Tuesday, October 9 at 10 a.m. in 

the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
    

TurTle TraCkS
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Free to members and children, $5 for 
non-members.

Dee with the butterfly flyer that 
she produced.

Sargassum algae which may be far away from the heavy concentrations of red tide. Their food source will be other tiny 
organisms that cling to the raft such as small shrimp and crabs.   Thankfully Rick’s willingness to go above and beyond 
has enriched us all. This is simply a shout out to say thank you to Rick.             — Kristie Anders



NON PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5722

FT. MYERS, FL

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition & Stewardship
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Landscapes & Garden Center
• Sea Turtles & Shorebirds
• Wildlife & Habitat Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer0

Alex Horn
Erick Lindblad 

Karen Nelson
Dee Serage

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Kristie Anders
Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal habitats and aquatic resources 

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

October 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Friday, November 9, 2018            6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
The Bailey Homestead Preserve               $125 per person
Look for an invitation and upcoming emails with more information.

Presenting Sponsor

The SCCF Member Update is 
printed by an FSC® certified 
printer (FSC® C103525). Forest 
Stewardship Council® certification 
imposes stringent standards for forest 
management that benefits people, 
wildlife and the environment.
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November 2018

SCCF Member Update

SCCF Welcomes Ryan Orgera as Erick Lindblad’s Successor
The Board of Trustees joins CEO Erick Lindblad in 

making a milestone announcement to SCCF’s Members.  
Effective January 1, 2019, Ryan Orgera, Ph.D. will take 
the helm as SCCF’s new Chief Executive Officer.

“While this is a very bittersweet transition for me and 
my family, I am completely confident that I’m passing the 
baton to the right next leader for the Foundation,” said 
Lindblad who is stepping down after 32 years of service. 
“I am eager to work side by side with Ryan through two 
months of orientation prior to my departure.” 

To ensure a smooth transition, Ryan will start work-
ing full-time at SCCF on November 1, and Erick will 
remain at SCCF through the end of December.  

“The strategic planning and recruitment process 
spanned 18 months,” said Vice President Doug Ryck-
man, who chaired the CEO Search Committee. “It was 
thorough, expansive and we had candidates from across 
the U.S. and several other countries.  The search result-
ed in finding Ryan, who is an outstanding choice for 
this organization’s next CEO. The Search Committee 
and the Board of Trustees were enthusiastic and unani-
mous in their selection of Ryan.  He was definitely our 
first choice.”  

Ryan comes to SCCF from The Pew Charitable Trusts 
where he was an Officer working on marine conservation 
projects across the globe. His work included efforts to 
save vulnerable shark species through The Convention on 
the International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES) 
and global efforts to stem illegal fishing. Among the roles 
he held earlier in his career, Ryan was the Legislative Di-
rector of the Coastal States Organization, and has taught 
environmental geography courses at The George Wash-
ington University. He also served as the Knauss Marine 
Policy Fellow in the Office of U.S. Senator Bill Nelson, 
making him Senator Nelson’s primary expert on ocean 
and coastal policy issues.

Holding a B.A and M.A from the University of 
South Florida, Ryan earned his Ph.D. in Geography and 
Environmental Sciences from Louisiana State Univer-
sity. A published author, Ryan is also fluent in French, 
Spanish and Italian.

Ryan grew up on Lemon Bay in Charlotte County, 
and his family continues to reside in Southwest Florida.

“I’ve traveled the world, and no matter how many 
places I visit, the nature of Southwest Florida touches me 
like no other. It is in my fiber,” said Orgera. “It is a pro-
found honor to follow in Erick’s enormous footsteps. I am 
grateful and eager to help steer SCCF through the chal-
lenges and achievements of its next 50 years.”

Members are invited to join Erick and Ryan at a “Meet and Greet with the CEOs” Open 
House from 2-4 p.m. on Saturday, December 8 at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.

Incoming SCCF CEO Ryan Orgera
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Nominees for the 2019 SCCF Board of Trustees

Sandra Gross
Sandy Gross has been visiting Sanibel for 40 years.  She has many fond memories, 

looking for the elusive junonia with her mom and flying kites on the very same East End 
beach where she spends her vacations with her family. 

Following her passions in Art and Education, Sandy founded Brazee Studios,  an art facil-
ity which is home to 30 other artists, a glass school and six beehives in a reclaimed factory on 
a one-acre urban plot in the heart of Cincinnati.  It is celebrating 10 years this year! 

In recent years, she has taken her passion for Food and Bees and co-founded Sleepy Bee 
Café which has three locations and focuses on  Community, Sustainable Local Food, and 
of course Art where she and her team create all of the interior pieces and glass light fixtures.

In her freetime, she loves to visit with all of the creatures in her gardens, make Art and 
spend as much time with her family as possible.  Sandy is looking forward to returning 
to the SCCF Board and bringing her passions of Nature, Art and Education. 

Thomas P. Libonate
Tom Libonate and his wife Merni are residents of Captiva. He has been a member of the Captiva Island Historical 

Society since 2015, and for the two years has served as President of its Board of Directors.
From his first exposure to Captiva in 1986, Tom was drawn to the island’s beauty, na-

ture and history, “Yes, it was different then – yet it’s just as special and extraordinary today. 
I am fascinated by the history of our islands and passionate about their preservation. I feel 
I have one foot in the past and the other in the future – doing whatever I can to share our 
rich history, while personally dedicated to ensuring we keep our islands the way we have 
come to love them.” 

Tom brings a long and impressive background in marketing and website design.  Prior 
to his retirement in 2010, he was Vice Chairman of Ryan Partnership, which he cofounded 
in 1984; it was headquartered in Wilton, CT.  The marketing agency specialized in promo-
tional, direct and internet marketing; creative and website design; and retailer marketing.  

In addition to his Board work with the Captiva Island Historical Society, Mr. Libonate 
has served as Chair of the Roselle Catholic High School Consultative Board (Roselle, NJ), served on the Educational 
and Faculty Affairs Committee of Monmouth University (West Long Branch, NJ) and the Westport Arts Center Board 
of Directors (Westport, CT).  Mr. Libonate is most proud to be father to four children, and a grandfather to three 
wonderful grandkids.  During the few months when not on Captiva, he and his wife Merni reside in Farmington, CT.

SCCF Bylaws call for a total of 15 Board members.  The current Board is comprised of 14 members, four of 
whom were scheduled to come off the Board this year.  However, given the extraordinary circumstances of the CEO 
transition from Erick Lindblad to Ryan Orgera, and the fact that several of those whose terms would expire this year 
were instrumental in the search process, the Board passed a temporary by-law amendment.  It extends the terms 
of those due to expire for one year, and allows the addition of up to four people for 2019.  In 2020, the Board will 
revert to its 15-member cap.

The Nominating Committee is recommending the following candidates for the four additional seats to be filled 
in 2019.  Nominees to be voted on at the December 11 Annual Meeting are:
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See Water Bill on Page 6

Nominees -- Continued from left

Ran Niehoff
Ran and his wife, Marilyn, moved to Sanibel in 1991 when he became Senior Minister of 

the Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ and they both joined SCCF.
In the larger community Ran served two terms as one of Sanibel’s representatives on the 

Lee County Commissioner’s Community Development Committee and one term on the 
founding board of the Sanibel-Captiva Community Foundation.  Retiring in 2008 after 41 
years of parish ministry, he now teaches in the Winter Academy of BIG Arts and writes a 
column in the local magazine, Times of the Islands.  Born and bred in the St. Louis, Missouri 
area, Ran and Marilyn have lived in West Seneca and Wellsville, New York and Marblehead, 
Massachusetts.  Currently the Niehoffs divide their time between Sanibel and Captiva and 
the woodlands of Winsted, Connecticut.  They have three children and four grandchildren.

Don Rice
Don Rice and his wife Joyce have owned property on Sanibel since 2001 and since 2004 have spent the majority 

of their time on the island.  They summer on Lake George in upstate New York.
Don served as a senior vice president of the Ingersoll-Rand Company before his retire-

ment from the firm in 2004.  His career included assignments in human resources, leader-
ship of the company’s Asia Pacific and Latin America operations, global business services 
and corporate communication and public affairs.  Don began his business career at General 
Electric following service in the U.S. Army.  He is a graduate of the University of Oregon 
where he received a BA in Economics and an MS in Industrial and Labor Relations.  

Don is a past trustee and treasurer of SCCF and currently serves on the Endowment 
Committee. He is a member of the Captiva Island Yacht Club where he serves as fleet cap-
tain and chair of the human resources committee. Don is a past president of BIG ARTS. He 
is a member of Kiwanis. Up north, Don served as president and continues on the board of 
the FUND for Lake George, an environmental organization dedicated to the preservation of 
Lake George. He also serves on the board of the Marcella Sembrich Opera Museum.

By Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director
Policy:  Federal Water Bill Passes

Progress on Everglades Reservoir 
On October 10, 2018 the U.S. Senate unanimously 

passed bipartisan, comprehensive water resources infra-
structure legislation — the federal water bill-that autho-
rizes the EAA Reservoir!  The President signed the bill 
into law on October 23, 2018.  

The 2018 Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) is the bill we have been pressing to get passed 
that includes the Everglades Reservoir project.  This res-
ervoir south of Lake Okeechobee is fundamental to Ev-
erglades restoration and estuaries enhancement.  It will 
enable 40-60% of excess water to be directed south out of 
Lake Okeechobee instead of west and east to the Caloosa-
hatchee and St. Lucie rivers and estuaries. 

The project is designed to move water from Lake 
Okeechobee through 6,500 acres of filter marshes to 
clean the water and store it in a 10,500-acre reservoir.  

The reservoir is estimated to cost about $1.3 billion, 
which will be split evenly between the federal govern-
ment and the state.

The bill also directs the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers (Corps) to implement a five-year harmful algal 
bloom technology development program to identify and 
develop improved strategies for prevention and manage-
ment techniques, early detection and procedures to re-
duce harmful algal blooms.

Florida Senators Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio and 
Representatives including Francis Rooney and Brian 
Mast, among many others, worked across party lines to 
ensure that the importance of this project to our nation 
was understood and supported.  

What's Next.   Now that WRDA is signed into law, 
the Corps will complete the documentation process. 
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By Mark Thompson, Research Associate
Marine Lab Scientists Explore “The Dead Zone”

Near the end of August, while 
deploying their newest wave buoy 10 
miles offshore of Redfish Pass, Ma-
rine Lab scientists dove into what is 
known as a “dead zone.” In this “dead 
zone,” there was no life.  None at all.

When diving at the spot Marine 
Lab Research Assistants A.J. Mar-
tignette and Jeff Siwicke are usually 
accompanied by schools of fish and 
bottom-dwelling invertebrates. This 
time it was different. The only fish 
they noticed were decomposing on 
the bottom.  The crabs, sea stars and 
corals were dead and crunchy like an 
old roach under the refrigerator. 

Back at the surface they quickly 
formed a hypothesis. The persistent 
Red Tide had produced so much 
dead sea life that the decomposition 
of the dead matter was reducing oxy-
gen levels at the bottom so much that 
most life was dying. 

A few days later a Marine Lab 
team returned to the area and sur-
veyed along a 15-mile stretch from 
Redfish Pass to Lighthouse Point. 
They found that there was indeed a 
large area of anoxic (devoid of oxy-
gen) bottom water that was 20 feet 
thick in places. In areas where the 
bottom water was devoid of oxy-
gen, there was a denser layer of water 
which stratified at the bottom, seal-
ing off mixing with more oxygen-rich 
surface water.  Freshwater discharges 
from the Caloosahatchee and Lake 
Okeechobee can intensify stratifica-
tion in the Gulf of Mexico when the 
less dense fresh water flows over the 
top of denser Gulf waters.

Plans were made to do an addi-
tional survey to estimate the area of 
this dead zone. Tropical Storm Gor-
don came along and delayed the sur-
vey until three days after the storm 
had subsided. When the more inten-

sive survey was undertaken after the 
storm, only a small area offshore of 
Redfish Pass was found to still be an-
oxic. The storm had provided needed 
mixing to transfer some oxygen to the 
bottom and the local dead zone had 
dissipated.

Two weeks after Tropical Storm 
Gordon, a smaller survey showed a 
dead zone had returned to the area. 
A larger grid survey was then un-
dertaken about three weeks after the 
storm, and we found the dead zone 
had returned. Sampling found that 
the dead zone now covered about 242 
square miles in the vicinity of Sanibel 
and Captiva. The area surveyed was 
only a portion of the actual extent of 
the dead zone due to range limita-
tions of our current research vessels.

After Hurricane Michael passing 
through, we expect changes. As you 
read this newsletter we should be out 

in the Gulf doing a new survey of 
the dead zone. Michael may give us a 
break for a while.

Dead zones in the Gulf of Mex-
ico are well documented in the area 
adjacent to the Mississippi River dis-
charge. Like a larger version of our 
coast’s freshwater discharge character-
istics, the Northern Gulf of Mexico 
receives freshwater inputs from a ba-
sin which drains two-thirds of the en-
tire United States, including its farm 
belt. As you can imagine – a lot of 
nitrogen and phosphorus flows down 
the Mississippi and is injected into 
the northern Gulf.  This nutrient (ni-
trogen and phosphorus) input causes 
large phytoplankton (algae) blooms 
and the dying algae settles to the bot-
tom and decomposes, causing de-
pleted oxygen in the stratified waters. 
A task force was formed in the 1980s 
to study that dead zone and annual 

Map of dead zone area surveyed 9/26/2018. 
•	 Any shade of red – most life can’t survive 
•	 Tan – only some specialized creatures can exist 
•	 Green or blue - ok for now 
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surveys showed that the size of that 
dead zone could be predicted from 
the amount of flow from the Missis-
sippi in the spring and summer. In 
2017 the size of the northern Gulf of 
Mexico was found to be 8,776 square 
miles – the size of New Jersey.

There exist many similarities be-
tween the large watershed created by 
the connection of Lake Okeechobee 
to the Caloosahatchee, with its in-
jection of nutrient-laden water into 
our local Gulf waters, and the Mis-
sissippi discharging mid-western 
farm and urban sprawl runoff into 
the northern Gulf. Both create large 
phytoplankton blooms which cre-
ate large amounts of decomposing 
organic matter in a bottom layer of 
water.  With less-dense freshwater 
(which also brings nutrients) flowing 
over those bottom layers, they be-
come stratified and anoxic. The dead 
zone we are finding offshore of Sani-
bel can be attributed to the toxic Kar-
enia brevis Red Tide organism.  Red 
Tide kills fish and other creatures in 
the water column.  These dead crea-
tures then sink and oxygen levels at 
the bottom of the Gulf drop as their 
bodies decompose.  Bottom dwelling 
organisms then die due to the lack of 
oxygen at the bottom.

Due to these Red Tide and dead 
zone events, many questions have 
arisen which local folks have de-
manded answers to.  Currently the 
Marine Lab is providing information 
to assess the extent of the damage.  

However, it will be up to each 
and every one living in this area, in 
this state, in this country and on this 
planet to realize that the damage be-
ing seen in our waterbodies is a result 
of what we do in our backyards. 

We will never be able to sustain-
ably “fix” these problems after they 
present themselves downstream; the 

“fix” must begin at the source -- us.  
Algae removal and treatment on the 
scale of the Red Tide and blue-green 
algae blooms seen in our area can-
not be economically viable and the 
problems will only grow until each of 
us take actions in our backyards and 
change our habits. 

The amount of nutrients coming 
off our lands must be drastically di-
minished. To do this both the volume 

of water which runs off our land and 
the amount of nitrogen and phospho-
rus in that water must be reduced.  
Regulations such as Sanibel’s vegeta-
tion and fertilizer ordinances and its 
development codes reduce water run-
off and nutrient concentrations. Yet 
more must be done. If we fertilize at 
all – it is contributing to the problem. 
Every space that doesn’t have vegeta-
tive cover allows too much water to 

See Dead Zone on Page 8

Images of dead sea life encountered during dive into dead zone.
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Water Bill -- Continued from Page 3
Our voices will be needed to continue the mo-
mentum to support project funding of $200 
million in the 2019 - 2020 federal budget to 
match the state cost share and keep the proj-
ect moving forward.  At the state level, we 
need to pursue a commitment from the next 
administration to get this project started with 
a goal to complete it within the next four years.  

This is a great step forward and a testament to what 
can be accomplished when we all speak up with a unified 
request that encourages bipartisan efforts.  

Thanks for engaging!  Your voice made a difference.  
Let's keep it going, stay engaged when opportunities 
come up to support funding.  

Challenge to Harmful Caloosahatchee Rule
On September 13, mayors from the six cities of south-

west Florida and business leaders from the Islands joined 
SCCF to request the South Florida Water Management 
District (SFWMD) not support rulemaking setting dry 
season flows that would harm the Caloosahatchee. 

Our in-person request followed years of technical 
meetings and submission of a sign on letter [sccf.org, 
click on Resources / Take Action / see Useful Links]  that 
requested a pilot project be launched to work out the 
technical conflicts before rulemaking was finalized.  The 
unanimous vote against this reasonable request triggered 
a challenge of the rule by the City of Sanibel.  The hear-
ing is scheduled for October 29-30, 2018.  [sccf.org, click 
on Resources / Take Action / see Useful Links]  In filing 
the challenge Mayor Ruane stated: "Water management 
policies must be overhauled to address the inequities to 
the Caloosahatchee, the economic impacts to our local 
communities, and recognize the benefit of tourism to 
our State's economy."

Business Roundtable Engages
During our summer water quality crisis, 

the Sanibel Captiva Islands Chamber of Com-
merce surveyed members.  Preliminary reports 
indicate a conservative estimate of combined 
revenue loss, across all industries, from July - 

September of $26 million affecting 3,628 jobs.  
This reality strikes all of us and SCCF’s Business 

Roundtable (BRT) rose to the challenge, engaging in sev-
eral initiatives to effect change. 

 In addition to engaging in the SFWMD to postpone 
rulemaking harmful to the Caloosahatchee, business own-
ers also stepped up to tell the impact water quality has had 
on their bottom lines on numerous panels and forums.  
The link between water conditions and business has never 
been so clearly told by the numbers.  In recognition that 
these water issues must be addressed by state policies, the 
BRT members created and delivered signs and buttons 
encouraging all to vote on water issues for the upcoming 
midterm elections.

There will be a panel discussion with:
•	 Dr. Eric Milbrandt, SCCF Marine Lab Director
•	 Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director 
•	 James Evans, Director of Natural Resources  

— City of Sanibel
•	 Dr. Rick Bartleson, SCCF Research Scientist
•	 Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Coordinator

•	 Location: Bailey Homestead Preserve 
1300 Periwinkle Way

•	 Time: Doors open 6:30 p.m. 
 Refreshments at 6:30 
 Presentation from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

•	 Tickets:  $10 through EventBrite.  From sccf.org, 
click on Resources to pull up the Calendar and 
follow EventBrite link.

Please join SCCF for a review of the water crisis of 2018, including the devastating Red Tide, 
and find out what steps need to be taken going forward.

Evening at the Homestead:  The Water Crisis of 2018 on Nov. 15
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Washington DC Senate hearing on Red Tide
In September, SCCF’s Policy Director, Rae Ann Wes-

sel and the Sanibel Captiva Islands Chamber of Com-
merce President, John Lai, were invited to Capitol Hill 
to provide a briefing on Red Tide and the consequences 
to our water quality, wildlife and economy.  The Ocean 
Conservancy and Citizens’ Climate Lobby hosted the  
panel to bring the impacts and their consequences to the 
federal audience in the hopes of reauthorizing the Harm-
ful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research Act.  We continue 
to advocate for  consistent funding for research to under-
stand, predict and address Red Tide.    

Also participating in the panel were Dr. Michael 
Crosby, President & CEO, Mote Marine Laboratory and 
Dr. Aaron Adams, Director of Science and Conservation, 
Bonefish & Tarpon Trust.

Toxic Algae Documentary   
By Holly Schwartz, Policy Assistant

At the height of this summer’s Blue Green Algae out-
break Florida Representative Heather Fitzenhagen hosted 
a sold out screening of a documentary about the health 
issues connected to toxins from cyanobacteria, aka blue-
green algae blooms.  Toxic Puzzle – Hunt for the Hidden 
Killer is a 2017 documentary that follows Ethnobotonist 
Paul Cox and his team of researchers around the globe to 
document cyanobacteria toxins in the environment and 
their connection to neurodegenerative diseases such as 
ALS, Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s.   

The film pieces together the puzzle that connects an 
amino acid in cyanobacteria blooms, beta-Methylami-
no-L alanine (BMAA) , to these life threatening diseases.  
The film connects the dots surrounding the growing in-
stances of cyanobacteria blooms all over the world and 

See Toxic Puzzle on Page 8

Please read the new Annual Report 
and consider contributing to our 
Annual Fund Drive. 

Rae Ann Wessel speaking at the Red Tide Briefing with 
fellow panelists Dr. Michael Crosby, President & CEO, 
Mote Marine Laboratory and Sanibel Captiva Islands 
Chamber of Commerce President, John Lai.
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“Wings” Art Exhibit at Bailey Homestead
"SCCF and the Sanibel-Captiva Art League have 

joined forces to create a new art exhibit that opened on 
October 29 and will run through November 29.  Works 
are on display in the Bailey house, which will be open for 
viewing the art from 9 a.m. to noon, Monday through 
Friday.  SCCF’s Bailey Homestead Preserve is located at 
1300 Periwinkle Way.

The exhibit will feature fresh works of art and is 
open to all members of the Sanibel Captiva Art League 
and Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation. Artwork 
should be representative of SCCF's mission and express 
the theme of Wings.

Some of the art will be available for purchase at the 
artist’s discretion.

run off.  Please plant vegetation, shrubs and especially trees. 
Trees reduce runoff volume and nutrient concentrations 
more than almost anything we can do. 

The dead zone in the northern Gulf of Mexico has be-
come a permanent feature there, eliminating a food sup-
ply and recreational area and devastating a New Jersey-
sized wildlife habitat.  They just live with it now.  

The similarities we have with the northern Gulf are 
many – we may be on the road to eliminating the ben-
efits we derive from our portion of the Gulf of Mexico, 
too.  The dead zone may become one of our area’s per-
manent features. 

Goldman Sachs Gives and the Vince family support-
ed the collection of samples from the Dead Zone.

Dead Zone -- Continued from Page 5

Toxic Puzzle -- Continued from Page 7
increased nutrient pollution and 
higher water temperatures due to 
climate change.  During one scene in 
the film the  audience gasped when 
it showed a family swimming in lake 
water covered with blue-green algae.  
At another point during the film 
when researcher Paul Cox was stand-
ing in reeds in Lake Okeechobee 
and called cyanobacteria blooms “a 
political problem” the audience re-
sponded with loud applause.

The documentary contains 
some positive news in that there is 
empirical research in phase 2 clini-
cal trials that test the success of 
the amino acid L-Serine to block 
the toxic effects of BMAA in cell 
structure.  They also showcased the 
health and longevity of certain cul-
tures around the world that eat a 
diet high in L-Serine contained in 

such foods as eggs and soy protein.
The panel discussion that fol-

lowed, moderated by SCCFs Poli-
cy Director  Rae Ann Wessel, was 

equally lively as most of the ques-
tions focused on human health and 
safety issues surrounding these algae 
outbreaks. The panel included three 

Eden Oak hearing (story on Page 10)
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Sanibel School Third Graders at the Pick Preserve
Third graders at the Sanibel School had 

the opportunity to visit the Pick Preserve with 
Richard Finkel to observe the  effects of a re-
cent prescribed burn.  They also learned about 
the habitats within the Preserve.

Located directly across from the Sanibel 
School, the Pick Preserve is named for Tom and 
Sue Pick, who funded its acquisition.  Their 
generous philanthropy ensures outdoor envi-
ronmental education for generations to come.

Policy -- Continued from left

Meet Garden Center Intern Brittany Foster
Brittany was born and raised in the city of Roanoke, VA.  She has lived 

in the mountains her entire life, surrounded by various hiking trails, wa-
terfalls, and farms to explore.  Due to her love of nature, she knew from a 
young age that she wanted to work with the environment in some type of 
way.  This passion is what led her to obtain a B.S. in Sustainable Develop-
ment from Appalachian State University this past May. 

Through her studies, Brittany has developed a strong passion for plants 
and finding new ways that they can help heal human and environmental 
health.  She worked and volunteered for many different organic sustainable 
farms during her time in Boone, NC.  After learning about the agricultural 
side of growing plants, Brittany wanted to learn more about plant conser-
vation and rehabilitation.  This led her to finding the Native Plant Intern-
ship with the SCCF.  One day Brittany hopes to use what she has learned 
about plants to help create sustainable food systems that support humans 
and the environment. 

See Policy on Page 10

scientists featured in the film:  ALS Researcher Dr. Wal-
ter Bradley;, Senior Researcher from the Brain Chemistry 
Labs (and colleague of Paul Cox) Dr. James Metcalf; Dr. 
Larry Brand from the University of Miami; and Calusa 
Waterkeeper John Cassani.  

Many of the questions were about the levels and 
methods of human exposure to Blue Green Algae and 
Red Tide.  The answers were blunt, with calls for more 
research and the scientists recommended against any 
contact with Blue Green Algae due to the potential for 
long-term exposure to cause neurodegenerative illness.  In 
contrast, Red Tide leads to more immediate symptoms 
one can alleviate by getting away from the water. The 

panel recommended against eating shellfish and crabs but 
there were also lingering questions regarding the sublethal 
doses of toxins contained in fish and how long it would 
take for those levels to drop in order for the fish to be safe 
to eat again.

Questions about whose responsibility it is to warn 
us about the presence of these harmful algal blooms re-
vealed Florida lacks clear or effective standards and pro-
tocols.  Some solutions presented were to reinstate the 
Harmful Algal Bloom Taskforce, which was defunded 
due to budget cuts and to call upon the Florida Envi-
ronmental Regulatory Commission to classify cyanotox-
ins as a regulated contaminant to better protect public 
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Captiva Cruises, in conjunction 
with the Sanibel-Captiva Conserva-
tion Foundation, is currently accepting 
applications for individuals seeking to 
serve as volunteer docents to provide 
meaningful narrative for passengers 
aboard the afternoon Wildlife & Ad-
venture Cruises.

Docents must have a sincere com-
mitment to conservation, enjoy learn-
ing, being on the water and have su-
perb public speaking and interpersonal 
skills.  Docents should be able to be out 
in all kinds of weather and — above all 
else — be enthusiastic and exhibit posi-
tive energy while sharing information pertaining to the area’s natural history and environmental issues.  This is an 
excellent opportunity for individuals who are interested in learning about Pine Island Sound and its wildlife and shar-
ing that knowledge with people of all ages and backgrounds.  Interested individuals may contact Richard Finkel with 
Captiva Cruises (richardfinkel@captivacruises.com).

health.  Another necessary 
solution is to complete 
comprehensive Everglades 
restoration.

Additional local solu-
tions were discussed such 
as properly using fertiliz-
ers, upgrading stormwater 
systems and septic tank 
inspection and mainte-
nance.  This is everyone’s 
challenge and a good first 
step is being informed 
and participating in the conversation so that we will all have a very loud voice when it comes time to make the 
hard decisions that need to be made to prevent these blooms from decimating our natural resources and our 
economy as a result.

Eden Oak 
The September Lee County Zoning Hearing on the mangrove wetland development — ironically named Eden 

Oak —  was once again postponed.  The postponement  was  expected because the applicant has not filed any re-
sponses to the County staff's recommendation that the project be denied.  

The County process is a costly boondoggle and inconvenience to residents, taxpayers and interested parties 
because they must show up to the hearing in person in case a postponement is not granted and the hearing pro-
ceeds.  As with the previous hearing, in May, it was apparent that the agreement was made in advance as they had 
already considered and selected dates for the next hearing.  Mark your calendars for April 23, 2019!  Thanks to 

Become an SCCF Docent with Captiva Cruises

Policy -- Continued from Page 9

Erin Brockovich at the Burroughs Home and Gardens
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all the interested parties for writing letters, attending meetings to get the facts and showing up to engage.   

Erin Brockovich Visit
Renowned activist Erin Brockovich became aware of southwest Florida water issues by social media as locals 

reached out and asked for her help.  In October she responded by setting up a series of visits to learn more from sci-
entists and groups on the front lines of the battle for clean water.  Her visits included tours of Lake Okeechobee, the 
Everglades, Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie.  SCCF’s Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel and Marine Lab Director Eric 
Milbrandt hosted her and her water expert advisor Bob Bowcock on a tour of the Caloosahatchee to see conditions 
first hand.  

A public forum in Fort Myers, arranged by Cape Coral Councilwoman Jennifer Nelson at the Burroughs 
Home and Gardens, was attended by almost 800 concerned citizens.  The gathering included a panel of local 
experts to address audience questions.  Panelists included SCCF’s Wessel, Calusa Waterkeeper John Cassani and 
Captains for Clean Water co-founder Daniel Andrews.

Her message was straightforward and direct as she warned the crowd "Superman's not coming and I'm not Su-
perman!"  She advised we speak up and let our elected officials know our concerns and attend public meetings.  In 
response to the numerous concerns she heard about lack of responsiveness from our public health agencies, she en-
couraged folks to visit a website she set up to enable folks to post and share information about public health concerns:  
www.communityhealthbook.com 

CaloosahatChee oxbow & RiveRloRe CRuise
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the up-
river Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by Rae 
Ann Wessel. Friday cruises departs at 1 p.m. and return by 
3:30 p.m.; Saturday cruises depart at 9 and return by 11:30. 
Both depart from the W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam Park off 
SR 80 in Olga.  Friday cruises:  November 23, January 25, 
February 1, March 1, March 29.  Saturday cruises:  February 
16, March 16, April 13 and May 11.  Space is limited. Ad-
vance reservations and payment required.  Register online:  from 
sccf.org, click on Resources upper right and follow Oxbow Cruise 
dropdown.  $45 per person.   

tuRtle tRaCks
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  You can also learn more about the 
devastating impacts on sea turtles of this past summer’s 
Red Tide, when 192 dead sea turtles washed up on island 
beaches between July and September.  Thursdays at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

wateR Quality update
See box on Page 6 for more info.

Turtle Tracks-10

Turtle Tracks-10

Water Quality Update-6:30--
Bailey Homestead-see pg 6

Turtle Tracks-10

Caloosahatchee Oxbow & 
Riverlore Cruise-Franklin Lock

Turtle Tracks-10
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"Superman's not coming and I'm not Superman!"
— Erin Brockovich stressing the need for community action
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org				

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Holly Schwartz
Mark Thompson
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Jenny Evans
Richad Finkel
Brittany Foster

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

November 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957
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December 2018

SCCF Member Update

As part of the effort to increase the analytical research 
capacity at the Marine Laboratory, a new piece of equip-
ment was added.  With a new Marine Laboratory, upgrades 
and updates were needed to keep up with the growing need 
for our scientists to track red tide, cyanobacteria, and other 
marine and freshwater phytoplankton. The new instrument 
is called FlowCam and it combines a flow cytometer, mi-
croscope objectives (lenses), a digital camera and powerful 
software to distinguish phytoplankton based on their shape. 

When a water sample is collected by a volunteer or one 
of the lab staff members, a few drops of fixative (Lugol’s) 

By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Laboratory Director

New FlowCam Will Help Marine Laboratory Scientists Track HABs

See Flowcam on Page 2

Below:  Samples showing mostly Karenia brevis (red tide) 
cells, imaged through a 10X lens.  Bottom:  Samples showing 
an unusual diatom with long spines that the Lab has not yet 
identified.

Identification of Harmful Algae Blooms with FlowCamWill Aid Lab Scientists in Fieldwork

Join SCCF for a screening of Toxic Puzzle, a film about the search 
for impacts from toxic algal blooms, like the freshwater blue-green 
algae that plagued the river and lake.

Q&A following the screening with Dr. Larry Brand from the University 
of Miami Rosenstiel School of Marine & Atmospheric Science, who is inter-
viewed in Toxic Puzzle.  Dr. Brand has found evidence of BMAA from blue-
green algae in crabs, shrimp and other parts of the estuarine food web.      

   

Bailey Homestead Preserve Pavilion
1300 Periwinkle Way

Tickets available through EventBrite.  Visit SCCF.org and 
click on Programs

Wednesday, December 12
Doors Open 5:30.  Screening at 6.  $10.



Page 2

FlowCam -- Continued from Page 1

By Chris Lechowica, Director - Wildlife & Habitat Management/Herpetologist
SCCF Florida Box Turtle Research

is added to preserve the sample. The number of Karenia 
(Red Tide) or other phytoplankton species is enumerated 
by Rick Bartleson or one of the other staff members us-
ing a microscope. The sample is loaded onto a counting 
chamber and the number of cells is counted and reported 
in cells per liter. 

The same water sample can now be loaded into Flow-
Cam (1 mL). The sample is drawn through a 100 microm-
eter and the cells are drawn through individually or as indi-
vidual colonies. A digital camera through a 10X objective is 
triggered when the cells come through and a digital library 
of particles is created. The software can then be used to 

statistically compare and group particles that have similar 
appearances and shapes. Eventually, libraries can be created 
to automatically sort and count the particles.

With this instrument, we will be able to better track 
Harmful Algae Blooms and phytoplankton throughout 
the estuary and Gulf. Since phytoplankton are an excel-
lent indicator of nutrient pollution, the Lab and staff 
are now better equipped for understanding the causes of 
bloom events.

The FlowCam was purchased from the SCCF capi-
tal campaign to furnish and equip the new lab facility. 
Thank you to all who contributed to the campaign.

Box turtles (Genus – Terrapene) are mostly terrestrial, 
but partially semi-aquatic turtles that inhabit about half 
of the United States and small parts of Mexico.  They 
are often mistaken for tortoises as they are mostly seen 
walking around on land.  However, many box turtles are 
quite accustomed to entering and maneuvering through 

water bodies.  One species in Mexico (Terrapene coahui-
la) is actually totally aquatic.  Box turtles are so named 
because of the ability to close their shell or “box-up” to 
prevent predators from attacking their head, tail or limbs. 
These relatively small (5 – 8 in), long–lived (> 100 years 
old) and omnivorous turtles are known to mostly have 
small home ranges (1.2 ha).  Their main threats are road 
mortality, predation by coyotes, bobcats, and raccoons, 
and collection for the pet trade.  They are protected from 
commercial harvest in Florida.

Florida box turtle (T. carolina bauri) is native to the 
Florida peninsula and many of its islands, including Sani-
bel and Captiva Islands.  SCCF has been monitoring this 
species for over 15 years by measuring and marking in-
dividuals (with notching and microchips) that are found 
incidentally, not from formal surveys.  Currently, there 
are over 350 box turtles in the database from Sanibel and 
Captiva, with many recaptures (a couple from turtles not 
seen in around seven or eight years).  The data shows that 
box turtles on Sanibel and Captiva are larger than those 
on other islands in Florida, such as Egmont Key.  Actu-
ally, the average size (CL = carapace length) of box turtles 
on these islands is larger than most mainland populations. 
It is of no surprise that the state record for a Florida box 
turtle is held by a Sanibel turtle (2016) at 188 mm in CL. 
This record broke the original record (1984) of 187 mm 
that was also from a Sanibel turtle.

Starting in 2018, the SCCF Wildlife & Habitat Man-
agement (WHM) department began a radio telemetry 
project comparing home ranges of box turtles on Sanibel 
Island in three different habitats: Gulf Beach Ridge Zone, 

Biology Intern Bryanna Zachary is searching  
for a box turtle that has a transmitter 
attached to its carapace. She is holding an 
antenna that is attached to a receiver that 
beeps louder as she gets closer to the turtle.

Continued right
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Box Turtles -- Continued from left

‘Tis the Season

Once again this year, SCCF has been 
awarded the coveted Four Star rating 
from Charity Navigator, one of only 
four environmental organizations in 
Florida so honored.

‘Tis the Season we ask our members to include SCCF in their end-of-
tax-year giving.  You can provide much-needed operating support to 
all our program areas by making a tax-deductible gift to the Annual 
Fund Drive.   
Please give at www.sccf.org or by using the reply envelope in the re-
cently mailed FY2017-2018 Annual Report.  For questions, including 
how to give securities, please contact Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 or 
cgiattini@sccf.org.

Mid-Island Ridge Zone, and golf course.  The turtles are found using transmitters 
and a receiver two times a week.  Their GPS locations are plotted in ArcGIS and 
minimum convex polygons are created to provide a visual of their approximate home 
range.  Comparisons are made between sexes (males usually have larger home ranges), 
habitats, and time of year.  Home ranges will also be compared to other populations in 
Florida from islands (barrier islands vs continental islands) and the mainland.

The late George Campbell, a Sanibel wildlife writer and enthusiast, referred to 
these turtles as “the jewel of Sanibel fauna” in his writings.  Back in the 1970s and 
1980s he referred to them as previously common and now rare due to extensive road 
mortality.  Their populations are hanging on to this day, so please watch the roads 
and slow down for these gentle and extremely long-lived reptiles.  Box turtle sight-
ings on the islands can be reported to the SCCF Wildlife & Habitat Management 
department at 239-472-3984 or clechowicz@sccf.org.

Right: This female Florida box turtle (T. c. bauri) is temporarily held as the 
epoxy holding the transmitter is allowed to dry...  and then off she goes!
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By Gwenda Hiett-Clements, Trustee Emeritus                       Photos by Phil Weyman
SCCF Group Travels to Costa Rica For a Sea Turtle Adventure

Annual Meeting & 4th Annual Brush of Excellence Award

Sixteen SCCF sea turtle program participants traveled to 
Tortuguero, Costa Rica in late September for a once-in-a-life 
time experience.  Tortugero is the most important nesting site in 
the western Caribbean for the endangered green sea turtle and 
significant populations of leatherback and hawksbill turtles.  

Lead by biologist and SCCF Sea Turtle Program Coordina-
tor Kelly Sloan, the group included Barbara Bluedorn,  Dean 
and Mayri Caple, Diane Clarke, Heidi Denis, April Fleming 
, Gwenda Hiett-Clements, Tina James, Nancy Riley, Darlene 
Rizzo, Kerry Salatino, Susan Smith, Phil and Tina Weyman, and 

Above right:  Dean Caple practices measuring a green sea turtle model to know what to do on his night beach patrol.
Below left:  The entire group of travelers gathered on the beach for the inventory of a hawksbill sea turtle nest.   
Right:  A hawksbill hatchling heads to the ocean.

Please join us on Tuesday, December 11 at 4:30 p.m. at the Naure Center for cocktails, the Annual Members Meeting 
and the presentation of the 4th Annual SCCF “Ding” Darling Brush of Excellence Environmental Art Program Award.  
All of our supports — members, donors and volunteers — are 
invited to hear a recap of the year and to vote on nominees.  
And to have a chance to meet incoming CEO Ryan Orgera 
and to bid farewell to retiring CEO Erick Lindblad.  The four 
nominess to be voted on are Sandy Gross, Tom Libonate, Ran 
Niehoff and Don Rice.

Former but long-time Sanibel resident Ikki Matsumoto 
has been named the 4th Annual SCCF “Ding” Darling Brush 
of Excellence Environmental Art Program Award recipient.  
He will be honored for his beloved illustrations and prints of 
island critters.  Ikki simplified founding Trustee Ann Win-
terbotham’s original drawing of the SCCF logo pelican and 
island — and his logo image is still in use today.  Ikki’s wife 
Polly Matsumoto will accept an honorarium funded by the 
Koss Family in memory of Kip Koss, Darling’s grandson and 
torchbearer.  Prior honorees were Jaye Boswell, Clyde Butcher and Jim Sprankle.

Polly Matsumoto with the whimsical print by Ikki 
Matsumoto.  There will be a drawing at SCCF’s Earth 
Day event.
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Yali Zawady.  Sloan arranged the trip organized by Holbrook Travel and their local representative, Stefanie Plein, 
who is an SCCF sea turtle volunteer. 

During their one-week excursion, they assisted researchers at the Sea Turtle Conservancy, the oldest sea turtle or-
ganization in the world, founded in 1959.  The group members were trained by the Conservancy staff in measuring 
and assessing the nesting turtles to have a hands-on experience.  The group was divided into smaller groups to walk 
three different five-mile stretches of the soft, volcanic sand beach from sunset to midnight. 

“It was amazing to see so many sea turtles on the beach. There was a time when two were coming up to nest and two 
were going back to the ocean.  Then there were 10 to 15 already nesting on the beach,” said Nancy Riley.

Sea Turtle Conservancy staff and interns who led the small groups only stopped to record data on turtles who were 
just beginning the nesting process.  At that point, one of the SCCF adventurers could lie down behind the nesting 
green sea turtle with an outstretched, gloved hand and catch and count the number of eggs dropped into her nesting 
pit. The turtle was also measured, checked for carapace damage, and tagged if no previous tags were on its flippers.  
The nest is not marked with signs as on our local beaches. Researches use triangular measurements with tags on veg-
etation and distance to the nest. 

Through education by the Sea Turtle Conservancy and the rangers at the Tortu-
guero National Park, poaching of eggs still happens but is not a major consideration.  
The greatest threat to the nesting turtles today is the adults being attacked by an 
expanding jaguar population.  Also, local stray dogs will dig nests for the eggs. 

The SCCF group was also able to experience a special day-time sea turtle event.  
Sea Turtle Conservancy staff conducted an inventory of a hatched hawksbill nest.  They 
tallied the number of hatched and unhatched eggs and discovered six live hatchlings in 
the nest.  The staff released them and everyone gathered on the beach and watched as 
they all successfully made their way to the ocean. 

Tortuguero is accessible only by boat or small aircraft.  The town, vacation lodg-
es and the Tortuguero National Park are connected by a series of natural canals.  

The group enjoyed two days of boat trips spotting local 
wildlife including spider, howler and white-faced capu-
chin monkeys, numerous tropical birds, reptiles and even 
a three-toed sloth.  

Sloan said, “I had the most amazing time exploring 
Costa Rica with our SCCF travel group!  It was so much 
fun going back to where I first fell in love with sea turtles 
12 years ago.”

Top left:  A three-toed male sloth eyes the photographer.  Above:  SCCF sea turtle volunteers, their guide and Sea Turtle Con-
servancy staff gather for their first night patrol.  Below left:  White-faced capuchin monkeys entertained the group when a large 
group was spotted eating palm fruit on the river bank.  Middle:  A mother spider monkey carries her baby on her back as she 
swings through the trees.  Right:  Howler monkeys woke the group up each morning with sunrise at their lodge.

Members are invited to join Erick Lindblad and Ryan Orgera at a “Meet and Greet with the CEOs” 
Open House from 2-4 p.m. on Saturday, December 8 at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.
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A Fond Farewell to Kristie Anders
Over 200 members and friends gathered on the porch at SCCF’s 

Nature Center to bid a fond farewell to Education Director Kristie 
Anders on Wednesday, October 31.  The date also marked the 51st 
anniversary of the founding of SCCF.

“Without Kristie, I might not have been here at all,” said Erick 
Lindblad.   Back in the early '80s we worked together at Sea Camp 
in the Keys.  She moved on and landed on Sanibel at the J.N. “Ding” 
Darling National Wildlife Refuge.  When SCCF was searching for an 
Executive Director, she sent me the notice, which ultimately led to my 
hiring.”  In 1988, Erick brought Kristie over to SCCF.

“In those early years, there was just  a handful of us, doing every-
thing from programs and land acquisition to fundraising.  Kristie was 
interested in local history and became one of the go-to people on the 
islands for the history – especially the conservation history – of both 
Sanibel and Captiva. 

“Kristie pioneered several island groups, among them the island 
Realtors®, the Captiva Historical Society and Captiva Cruises, where 
she developed the docent program – with SCCF volunteers – for the 
popular Wildlife & Adventure Cruise.”

Current Trustee and former President Paul Roth added (through 
a note read by Erick), “What Kristie has contributed to the education 
of so many through the years about the natural world and our responsibility to it is without peer.  Her passion, her 
outstanding ability to communicate, and her wonderful gift of storytelling are traits that few people have, and she has 
used them to make a difference.

“She will be greatly missed.” 
Concluding, Erick said, “Kristie has helped to define what the Foundation has become.  She has provided me with 

a great sounding board when we were trying to make the right decision on difficult issues.  She has also become a long-
time friend.  We are losing a great historical resource, a valued team member, a gifted teacher, and a friend.  

“As she makes this transition into a life that is a little less hectic, we wish Kristie and Red all the best for a long 
and joyful future.”

Left:  San-Cappers singing a marvel-
ous tribute to Kristie to the tune of 
“Favorite Things” from the Sound of 
Music.  Below:  New Captiva Cruis-
es owners (and long-time employees) 
Bob Rando at the podium, with 
Brad Junghans and Jenny Rando (in 
blue T’s behind Kristie).
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CaloosahatChee oxbow & RiveRloRe CRuise
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the up-
river Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by Rae 
Ann Wessel. Friday cruises departs at 1 p.m. and return by 
3:30 p.m.; Saturday cruises depart at 9 and return by 11:30. 
Both depart from the W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam Park off 
SR 80 in Olga.  Friday cruises:  January 25, February 1, March 
1, March 29.  Saturday cruises:  February 16, March 16, April 
13 and May 11.  Space is limited. Advance reservations and 
payment required.  Register online:  from sccf.org, click on Re-
sources upper right and follow Oxbow Cruise dropdown.  $45 
per person.   

FloRida PantheRs and wildliFe CoRRidoRs
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few years 
have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there is hope 

in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive cat to 
spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining SCCF, 
Alexis Horn ran the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. 
Learn what makes Florida panthers unique and why they are 
so vital to our environment.  Tuesday, December 11 at 10 a.m. 
in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

tuRtle tRaCks
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  You can also learn more about the 
devastating impacts on sea turtles of this past summer’s 
Red Tide, when 192 dead sea turtles washed up on island 
beaches between July and September.  Thursdays at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium, except Thanksgiving.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

       3130

 SCCF ProgramS      DeCember 2018
sunday  Monday tuesday wednesday thuRsday FRiday satuRday

Turtle Tracks-10
Meet CEO’s at Bailey 
Homestead  2-4 pm

Turtle Tracks-10Toxic Puzzle Screening 
at Bailey Homestead 
Preserve-6pm.  See Pg 1.

Panther Corridors-10

Turtle Tracks-10

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Elise has been vacationing to Sanibel Island for her entire life from northeast 
Ohio. Her Grandmother has a wonderful condo on the island and has encour-
aged the family to take part in the wonders of Sanibel. Growing up Elise was 
always interested in the outdoors and nature and has tried to make a career out 
of that passion. She was a conservation corps member with the American Con-
servation Experience in California and the Southeast. From that she learned a 
lot about native plants, trails, and recreation. She then began working for the 
U.S. Forest Service on a botany crew in California pulling invasive species and 
identifying sensitive species. Most recently, she spent her summer in Washington 
state outside of Seattle and Mt. Rainier using a chainsaw on a trail crew in the 
Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest. 

She is very excited and honored to work for SCCF Native Landscapes and 
Garden Center. She can really stand behind the mission of helping Sanibel plant 
and maintain native plants. She can’t wait to learn more about the people and the 
plants that brings the Sanibel community together. The SCCF community and 
even the Sanibel community seem like a wonderful thing to be a part of and she 
is excited to be a piece in that puzzle. 

Meet New Garden Center Intern Elise Irland
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Robin Krivanek
Deborah La Gorce 
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer

Elise Irland
Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 

Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Shelley Marcelli Greggs

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Jenny Evans
Cheryl Giattini

Alex Horn

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF	is	dedicated	to	the	conservation	of	
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on	Sanibel	and	Captiva	and	
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

December 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Members are invited to join Erick Lindblad and Ryan Orgera at a “Meet and Greet with the 
CEOs” Open House from 2-4 p.m. on Saturday, December 8 at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.
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