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By Holly Schwartz, Natural Resource Policy Assistant
Policy:  SCCF Supports State Shark Fishing Rule Changes

Update on Eden Oak Development

See Eden Oak on Page 2

April 2019

SCCF Member Update

SCCF policy staff continues to follow the development process of the ill-conceived Eden Oak development lo-
cated in mangrove wetlands along Shell Point Boulevard.  We thank everyone who has engaged to oppose this develop-
ment the past several years.   

As of this writing the County still has a zoning hearing scheduled for April 23rd even though the applicant has not 
submitted any new information to the County since their second zoning hearing postponement in September 2018.    

However, they’ve recently resubmitted their state water management district permit application and are actively 
pursuing federal approvals regarding the endangered species impacted by this proposed development.

Application documents can be reviewed on our website: SCCF-Resources/Take Action tab or on the Lee County 
website, Zoning Application #DCI2016-00026 and the South Florida Water Management District Environmental 
Resource application #190225-1199.

In February,  the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission (FWC) approved changes to Florida’s 
shark fishing regulations.  The changes are intended to 
increase the survival of released sharks, improve infor-
mation gathering for the fishery and address some pub-
lic safety concerns of beachgoers.  SCCF was among the 
many organizations and citizens to send letters of support 
to the FWC prior to the approval of the new rules.

The updated shark fishing regulations include:
•	 Creating	 a	 mandatory,	 no-cost,	 annual	 shore-based	

shark fishing permit. (Change: This permit will be 
required for all shore-based shark anglers age 16 and 
older, including those 65 and older who are normally 
exempt from needing a fishing license.)

•	 Change: Requiring those under 16 to take the edu-
cational requirement associated with the permit un-
less they are fishing with an adult who already holds 
the permit.

•	 Prohibiting	chumming	when	fishing	 for	any	species	
from the beach.

•	 Requiring	immediate	release	of	prohibited	shark	spe-
cies when fishing from the shore. (Change: Requiring 
anglers to cut the leader, line or hook to prevent de-
laying release of prohibited species).

•	 Requiring	that	prohibited	shark	species	remain	in	the	
water (when fishing from shore or from a vessel).

•	 Requiring	 the	 use	 of	 non-offset,	 non-stainless-steel	
circle hooks to target or harvest sharks when using 
live or dead natural bait (when fishing from shore and 
from a vessel).

•	 Requiring	 the	 possession/use	 of	 a	 device	 capable	 of	
quickly cutting the leader or hook when targeting 
sharks (when fishing from shore or a vessel).

SCCF CEO Ryan Orgera is keenly aware of the threats 
facing our oceans, as his background includes efforts to 
save vulnerable shark species through the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). Hu-
mans kill over 100 million sharks annually. Sharks keep our 
oceans in balance, without them ecosystems fail. Florida 
needs sharks. SCCF applauds the approval of the common-
sense, meaningful changes adopted by the Commission.

By Holly Schwartz, Natural Resource Policy Assistant
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Eden Oak -- Continued from Page 1
SCCF remains adamantly opposed to this development for the severe impacts to wetlands, water quality, endangered 

species and additional traffic and safety burdens to the only evacuation route for Sanibel, Captiva and the entire Shell 
Point peninsula.  Please stay tuned for how you can join us in sharing your concerns on the Eden Oak development.   

A community video made by neighbors of the project can be viewed at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aIMT_OPQ68E

New SFWMD Governing Board Appointees
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

As of this writing Governor DeSantis has appointed sev-
en of the nine member South Florida Water Management 
District (SFWMD) Governing Board.  The Governor -ap-
pointed Governing Board members set policy for the agency. 
The SFWMD is the largest of the state’s five Water Man-
agement Districts, encompassing 16 counties that make up 
the greater Everglades watershed, from Orlando to the Keys, 
Lake Okeechobee, extending west encompassing the Caloo-
sahatchee and east including the St. Lucie river and estuary.  
The appointees to the Board are unpaid and need to be con-
firmed by the Florida Senate. They are  generally appointed 
for four-year terms. 
Chauncey Goss — Chauncey Goss grew up on Sanibel and 

currently lives here with his wife and three sons.  He is 
the founder and managing partner of Goss Practical So-
lutions — a firm that provides federal fiscal policy analy-
sis and budget forecasting. He first became involved 
with water quality issues when he worked as the Execu-
tive Director of the Gasparilla Island Conservation and 
Improvement Association on Boca Grande in the early 
1990s. Goss worked in Washington, DC for the Execu-
tive Office of the President in the Office of Management 
and Budget’s National Security Division, ensuring the 
Department of Defense and intelligence community 
were properly resourced. He worked as a strategic plan-
ner under contract to the Air Force, Navy and intelli-
gence community.  He is currently a Trustee on SCCF’s 
Board and a former member of Sanibel’s City Council.

Charlette Roman — Since 2002, Charlette has been a 
full-time resident of Marco Island. She settled there 
after serving 26 years in the U.S. Army, retiring as a 
full Colonel. Colonel Roman’s experience has given 
her extensive leadership and management experience 
in supervising and training personnel. After retire-
ment, Charlette moved to Marco Island and began 
serving her new community. Notably, in 2013, the 
Collier County Commissioners unanimously ap-
pointed Charlette to serve as the first At-Large En-

vironmental Commissioner on the Collier County 
Planning Commission. 

Carlos “Charlie” E. Martinez — Carlos “Charlie” E. Mar-
tinez is President of CEM Investments LLC where he 
has served since 2010. He also serves as Partner of 
Grove Bay Group and has vast experience in residen-
tial development. He has been a member of the Ev-
erglades Foundation for the last eight years and holds 
a B.S. in Building Construction from the University 
of Florida. 

Cheryl Anne Meads — Cheryl Meads is CEO of Trumpet 
Calls LLC, Real Estate and a member of the Islamorada 
Village Council. In her career, Cheryl has worked as a 
contractor to the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency performing research and development creating 
test methods found in the Code of Federal Regula-
tion Title 40-Protection of Environment. Her leader-
ship experience gives her a unique perspective for the 
challenges facing Florida’s environment. Cheryl holds 
a chemistry degree from Western Carolina University 
and has experience in Biology and Microbiology. 

Jacqui Thurlow-Lippisch — Jacqui Thurlow-Lippisch 
grew up in Stuart and Sewall’s Point in Martin Coun-
ty and is the former Mayor of Sewall Point, Florida 
which is surrounded by the St. Lucie River and the 
Indian River Lagoon. Since 2008, Jacqui has dedicat-
ed herself to learning and writing about the North-
ern Everglades system. Jacqui also served on Florida’s 
Constitution Revision Commission where she chaired 
the General Provisions Committee, Article II, Section 
7, known as the “environmental section” of the Con-
stitution.

John “Jay” Steinle — Jay Steinle, of West Palm Beach, is 
a Managing Director of Lighthouse Investment Part-
ners.  He received his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Environment Studies from the University of Vermont. 
As an active sportsman, Steinle has seen firsthand the 
effects water issues have had on our state. Because of 

See Governing Board on Page 4
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Thanks to You, 

We’re Almost There!Thanks to You, 

We’re Almost There!
$850K

FY 2018-19 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE
As of 3/5/19

Sincere appreciation goes out to all SCCF members who have contributed to the Annual 
Fund Drive. Thanks to you, we are even closer to reaching our goal of a balanced operating bud-
get before the June 30 end of our fiscal year. If you haven’t made a gift yet and have questions, 
please contact Development Director Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768 or cgiattini@sccf.org. 

The City of Sanibel held a ribbon cutting for its 
Jordan Marsh Water Quality Treatment Park on Friday, 
March 1.  City Manager Judie Zimomra welcomed the 
attendees and was followed by speakers Mayor Kevin Ru-
ane, SCCF CEO Ryan Orgera, Vice Mayor Mick Den-
ham and City Councilmembers Chauncey Goss, Jason 
Maughan and Holly D. Smith.

The footprint of the Jordan Marsh includes six acres 
of City land plus a 1.3-acre portion of SCCF’s conser-
vation land known as the Andrea Waitt Carlton Family 
Tract on the Bob Wigley Preserve.

“SCCF does not lightly modify our lands,” said 
SCCF CEO Ryan Orgera at the dedication.  “If there is 
not a net conservation gain, we simply won’t participate, 
but this Jordan Marsh project is state-of-the-art science 
cleaning our waters through green infrastructure.  This is 
a conservation win for SCCF and for Sanibel as a whole.”

The SCCF Marine Laboratory began working with the 
City of Sanibel on water quality in Sanibel’s interior wetlands 
over four years ago, identifying major sources of nutrient 
pollution (nitrogen and phosphorus).  The Lab developed 
Sanibel’s Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan, which 
formed the scientific basis for the City’s moving ahead and 
establishing the Jordan Marsh Water Quality Treatment Park.

The City’s primary goal is to improve water quality in the 
Sanibel Slough and to help meet Florida water quality stan-
dards. Secondary goals of the project are to enhance existing 
wildlife habitat on the site, provide recreational opportunities, 
and educate park visitors on the various Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) used to improve water quality. The project 
is being funded in part by the South Florida Water Manage-
ment District Cooperative Funding Program, Lee County 

Community Park Impact Fees and City budgeted funds. 
SCCF’s Marine Laboratory scientists will be monitor-

ing flow data in the Marsh, and will continue to collect 
and monitor water samples to measure the results.  The 
Lab will issue a report in September 2019.

Noted Orgera, “We are partners without fences. We are 
proud to partner with the City on this important project.”

Street access to the Marsh is located at 790 Casa Ybel 
Road. The Jordan Marsh Water Quality Treatment Park, 
named for one of the founding African-American families 
on Sanibel, is accessible to pedestrians and cyclists, but 
there is no on-site parking. 

SCCF Participates in Jordan Marsh Dedication

SCCF CEO Ryan Orgera speaking at the dedication.  Below:  
City of Sanibel photo showing the plantings in the marsh.  
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Policy:  Partnerships the Key to Effective Change

The key to change is to educate, inform and partner up!   
The past years  devastating conditions have captured every-
one’s attention providing a platform for us to build partner-
ships by  educating our neighbors making sure we engage for 
change pulling in the same direction, with the right targets.

The leadership from the Governor on water issues 
provides critical momentum.  Now it’s up to all of us 
to support changes to protect our health, economy and 
aquatic resiliency.

Alliance of Chambers 
Since last year, SCCF has been working with a coali-

tion of Southwest Florida chambers of commerce to build 
an understanding of and solutions to address our region’s 
water quality issues.  Over the months we have built a 
unified  message targeting projects, policies and funding 

needed at the local, state and federal levels to improve 
business, environment and tourism.  This message is suit-
able for all local interests to share.

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Establish cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) standards & pro-
tocols, including public notification requirements:
•	 The	 Southwest	 Florida	 Alliance	 of	 Chambers	 sup-

ports the establishment of standards for cyanobacte-
ria toxins in water, air, and beaches (22 other states 
have already adopted standards).

•	 The	 Southwest	 Florida	 Alliance	 of	 Chambers	 sup-
ports the creation of clear agency responsibility and 
protocols for public notification and posting of 
beach, boat ramp, and park access points.

Focus efforts on stopping pollution at its source:
•	 The	 Southwest	 Florida	 Alliance	 of	 Chambers	 sup-

ports updating and strengthening stormwater stan-
dards for urban landscapes (statewide stormwater 
rule) and agricultural runoff, particularly for nutri-
ent pollution from nitrogen and phosphorus that 
feeds HABs.

•	 The	 Southwest	 Florida	 Alliance	 of	 Chambers	 sup-
ports advanced wastewater treatment to reduce nu-
trients in reuse/reclaimed irrigation water with mon-
itoring of nutrient concentrations. 

•	 The	 Southwest	 Florida	 Alliance	 of	 Chambers	 sup-
ports the establishment of statewide septic tank in-
spection and maintenance requirements.

Priority Restoration Projects:
•	 The	 Southwest	 Florida	 Alliance	 of	 Chambers	 sup-

ports beginning construction of the Everglades Ag-
ricultural Area Reservoir in 2019 with the goal to 
finish the project within four years.

•	 The	Southwest	Florida	Alliance	of	Chambers	sup-
ports the development and implementation of a 
water quality treatment component for the C-43 
Reservoir to coincide with finishing construction of 
the reservoir.

his background in finance, Steinle is keenly aware of 
how critical the protection of Florida’s environment is 
to our economy. 

Scott Wagner — Scott Wagner, of Miami Beach, is the 
President and Owner of Wagner Legal. He received 
his Bachelor of the Arts degree in History from Yale 
University and his Juris Doctor from the University 

of Miami. As a practicing maritime lawyer, Wagner 
brings a unique perspective and expertise of Florida’s 
waterways to the South Florida Water Management 
District. A lifelong South Floridian, Wagner’s in-
volvement in the local community includes member-
ship on the Orange Bowl Committee.

Governing Board -- Continued from Page 2

SCCF partnering with Chamber leaders and businesses to 
advance science-based water quality priorities and messages 
for the legislative session.
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Please bike, carpool or taxi; parking is limited.
Beer in the Bushes is a smoke-free, rain-or-shine event.

Saturday, April 20, 2019        6 - 10 p.m. 
Tickets $70 advance; $80 day of

www.beerinthebushes.com

Featuring music by “Langhorne Slim & The Law” 
with support by Tameca Jones 

Don’t miss the beginning of this night of positivity, community, music,  
and love for SCCF and the islands we call home!

Sponsorship Opportunities Still Available
Please call Jeff Siwicke at 357-0457 or Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 

Local Craft Beer Sampling and  
Food Truck Offerings included with admission!

Band Co-Sponsor along with 
The Marcums

Presenting Sponsor

Food Truck Alley Sponsor

Langhorne Slim is no strang-
er to the world of popular culture 
and commercial success.  Through-
out his career he has been de-
fined by reflective songwriting 
and passionate delivery.  Notes 
The New Yorker:  “Leadbelly’s gift 
for storytelling and Dylan’s abil-
ity to captivate crowds.”

Local Austin, TX native Tameca 
Jones has been captivating her home-
town for a little over ten years with her 
honeyed and powerful vocals.  Tameca 
spent years breathing new life into the 
music of others, making a name for 
herself as the “Queen of Austin Soul” 
with her tasteful and vibrant interpre-
tations of a diverse list of artists.

Join Tameca Jones and Langhorne Slim to celebrate our community with 
an evening of amazing food and craft beer from the area’s finest food 
trucks and breweries. 
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By Richard Bartleson, Ph.D., Marine Laboratory Scientist and Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Coordinator
How Red Tide Kills Sea Turtles

From July to November 2018, 204 dead sea turtles were stranded 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Marine Lab Scientists used the opportunity 
to dissect some of the turtles to examine their stomach contents and 
see what they had been eating prior to death.

With the help of the sea turtle interns and technicians, we removed 
a lot of digestive tracts from the stranded dead sea turtles last year. We 
froze portions of the gut contents and have tested some of the samples 
for brevetoxins (the toxin in Florida Red Tide that kills sealife). All of 
the stomach contents tested had high amounts of brevetoxin, which 
likely was the cause of death. 

With help from a volunteer shell enthusiast, Ken Piech, they iden-
tified much of what the sea turtles were eating. 

The most common prey items of the Kemp’s ridleys and Loggerheads 
were crustaceans and molluscs.  Mollusc remains identified included pen 
shells, ark shells, whelks, tulip snails, horse conchs, fighting conchs, moon 
snails and sharks eyes.  One loggerhead had over 90 pen shell holdfasts in 
its gut. Another had eaten 144 fighting conchs and 83 whelks. Shells of swimming crabs and crawling crabs were found in 
the loggerhead guts. Squid beaks, sponges, coral branches were rare, each found in only one (a total of three) loggerheads; sea 
urchin remains were also found in some loggerheads.  After the dead zone formed, the turtles had to look for other things, 
or even dead things, to eat.

Of 20 Kemp’s ridleys, horseshoe crabs were found in about one third.  In greens, algae and colonial tunicates were 
found that were probably attached to the seagrass shoots.

Filter feeders, like the pen shells, and other bivalves filter and consume the Red Tide cells and become toxic. Preda-
tory gastropods, like whelks and shark’s eyes, eat clams and biomagnify the toxins. The seagrass beds also filter Red 
Tide cells from the water passing by with the tides and brevetoxins accumulate in the seagrass shoots. 

What does a sea turtle eat?  Gut contents from stranded sea turtles tell the story.

Above right:  Volunteer shell enthusiast Ken 
Piech working on the tray (left) to identify the 
(cleaned up) contents of one Loggerhead’s di-
gestive tract.  There were opercula of 10 horse 
conchs and 15 lightning whelks (the big ones), 
and 3 tulips (the pointy smaller ones); columella 
fragments of fighting conchs or whelks; 2 tellins; 
pieces of flame-box crabs, calico crabs, stone and 
hermit crabs; the pile upper right is horseshoe 
crab leftovers.

Opercula of 18 lightning whelks, 5 tulips, 8 col-
orful moon snails (Natica carena) and 1 mu-
rex, plus shell fragments (tulip, lightning whelk, 
crown conch and others) and crab shells (flame 
box crab and some others).

      Turtle grass 
    Fish  Horseshoe Manatee grass 
 Molluscs Crabs Both bones crabs Shoal grass
Loggerheads 95% 63% 63%   
Kemps's ridley 32% 67% 22% 35% 33% 
Green sea turtles      Found

Approximate numbers of overall gut contents
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Red Tide and Sea Turtles -- continued from left

Other Signs of Red Tide Impact

Evening at the Homestead:  Non-Marine Turtles
Join us at the Bailey Homestead Pavilion for “The World Turtle Crisis and Non-Marine Turtle Research at SCCF” 

by SCCF Herpetologist and Wildlife & Habitat Management Director Chris Lechowicz.  Turtles are now the second 
most endangered group of vertebrates (next to primates) in the world, with turtles having the highest average threat 
level. Of the ~360 species of turtles in the world, the highest diversity occurs in Southeast Asia followed by the south-
eastern United States. Turtles from all continents are being harvested legally and illegally for food, medicine, and an 
exponentially growing pet market in Asian countries. This crisis is now affecting both rare and common turtles in 
our region. SCCF is currently conducting research on three imperiled species of non-marine turtles (gopher tortoise 
(Gopherus polyphemus), diamondback terrapin (Malaclemys terrapin) and Florida box turtle (Terrapene carolina bauri), 
to assess their population status and identify their threats and needs to sustain them.  Wednesday, April 10.  Doors 
open at 6:30. Program at 7.  Tickets $10.  Bailey Homestead, 1300 Periwinkle Way.  Light refreshments will be available.  
Advance registration required:  sccf.org, click on Programs, click on Evenings at the Homestead, then Eventbrite.

The nearshore seafloor also suffered major loss of sealife due to 
the Red Tide.  While lower layer oxygen levels in the Gulf and estuary 
have been okay since December, the sea life in the dead zone off Sani-
bel and Captiva that was found in August 2018 by the Marine Labora-
tory has not recovered.  Dead zones can be caused when oxygen levels 
drop to zero, due to the layering of water or to oxygen being used up 
in the decomposition of dead organisms.

At the end of February, Lab scientists checked on one of the restored oyster reefs in Estero Bay and there were 
very few signs of life.  Noted Scientist Rick Bartleson, “What’s missing from the reefs is almost everything. One of the 
reefs was near the shoreline, and I didn’t see any live oysters there. The oysters in the mangroves were also dead. There 
were shells of crown conchs and shark’s eyes which eat bivalves which had died relatively recently. I didn’t see any live 
gastropods on the reefs, and only a couple of mud crabs.”

Dr. Bartleson did see very small sea urchins covering themselves with shells.  “It was impressive how strongly the 
urchins held onto their shells and the sediment, as small as they were.”

Map of dead zone area on 9/26/2018. 
•	 Any shade of red – most life can’t survive 
•	 Tan – only some specialized creatures can exist 
•	 Green or blue - ok at that time.Location of the Estero Bay reef off Lovers Key surveyed by 

Marine Lab scientists in February.  Google map.

Herbivorous green turtles and carnivorous logger-
heads and Kemp's ridleys are probably exposed differ-
ently because they are found in distinct habitats. In 
southwest Florida, green turtles may tend to prefer 

coastal inland waters where the seagrasses occur. Log-
gerheads and Kemp's ridleys occur in the coastal inland 
waters and along the continental shelf in the Gulf of 
Mexico. See Red Tide on Page 11
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“What kind of butterfly is 
that?” a visitor asked, pointing to 
a small white and brown insect flit-
ting around some plants.  It was far 
enough away that it was not immedi-
ately identifiable; however, it was in a 
damp area, and there was a distinctive 
bright green groundcover directly un-
derneath of the butterfly.  I immedi-
ately knew the plant was Bacopa (Ba-
copa monnieri), a native wet-loving 
groundcover that serves as the larval 
host plant for the White Peacock but-
terfly.  With a little patience, the but-
terfly finally landed to sip some nec-
tar from the Bacopa flowers, and we 
were able to verify that it was indeed 
a White Peacock (Anartia jatrophae).  

Interestingly, the males of this 
species will aggressively defend a 

patch of Bacopa from other insects 
as well as other male White Peacocks, 
only allowing females to enter the 
defended patch of plants.  Once the 
female and male mate, the female 
will lay their single eggs underneath 
of Bacopa leaves or nearby the plant.  
In 3 to 10 days, the eggs will hatch, 
and spiky black caterpillars with 
white spots will emerge and devour 
the leaves of the Bacopa plant.  

Although a few other plants can 
be eaten by White Peacock caterpil-
lars (including Matchweed, Phyla 
nodiflora; other Bacopa species; and 
Wild Petunia, Ruellia caroliniana), 
Bacopa is the preferred food source 
for them.  Once the caterpillar is fully 
grown, it completely transforms it-
self through metamorphosis within a 

light green chrysalis.  It then emerges 
as an adult White Peacock butterfly, 
and the whole process begins anew.

By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead

As a previous SCCF Marine Lab intern I had the opportunity 
to learn about local water quality issues caused by overdevelopment 
and Lake Okeechobee water releases and became passionate about 
advocating for better water quality. I am a native Floridian with 
many fond memories of summer days spent at the beach, so protect-
ing our coastal waters for future beachgoers is an important issue 
for me. I am also an avid scuba diver and believe the magic of the 
underwater world must be preserved for future generations to enjoy. 

Now, I am a Research Associate at the SCCF Marine Lab and 
will be in the role of water quality analyst. This means that the SCCF 
Lab can now independently analyze water samples for organic and 
inorganic nutrients. I will also be utilizing scientific equipment such 
as the FlowCam and running toxin assays to study Harmful Algal 
Blooms (HABs). Recent HAB events have stirred concern about 
these issues from Florida citizens, visitors, and the government so 
there is strong support for making changes that result in reducing nutrient enrichment in local coastal areas. This is an 
exciting time to join the Lab because I feel empowered to be part of a group of people who are advocating for better 
water quality using science and policy. 

Between my internship and employment at SCCF I completed my master’s degree at California State University, 
Northridge. There, I studied the physiological effects of nutrient enrichment and ocean acidification on the macroalgae 
species Ulva. I also had the opportunity to complete a research project at the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies in 
Hobart, Tasmania where I was able to use state-of-the-art equipment including a nutrient auto-analyzer such as the one 
being utilized in the new Marine Lab. I am very excited to apply the knowledge I attained from my internship and my 
master’s thesis projects to better understanding water quality and HAB issues in Sanibel coastal waters. 

An adult White Peacock butterfly sip-
ping nectar on a Bacopa plant, which 
also serves as the larval food source for 
the White Peacock caterpillar.  This is 
most likely an older adult (adults live 
between 1 to 4 months), because the 
bottom section of its wings are tattered 
and showing some age.

Marine Lab Research Associate Leah Reidenbach
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Justin Robbins is the new biologist intern in the Wildlife and Habitat Man-
agement Department. He grew up in the suburbs outside Boston, Massachusetts 
and went to Tufts University in Medford, Massachusetts. He double-majored in 
biology, with an emphasis on ecology, and history.

Previously, Justin worked on a variety of conservation projects. He has as-
sisted with measuring frosted elfin butterfly populations in Massachusetts. He 
conducted experiments to determine the effect of thermal stress on the common 
slipper snail (Crepidula fornicata). This was an effort to understand the impacts 
of climate change and the high-variance New England weather on intertidal 
populations. He has also worked on a project aimed at reducing riverine eutro-
phication. Currently, his research interests concern the impacts human land use 
has on the environment. 

On Sanibel, Justin will be assisting with various research projects in the de-
partment, as well as some exhibit maintenance in the Nature Center. Right now, 
he is getting materials ready for the beginning of the SCCF Diamondback Ter-
rapin Project field season. Justin is looking forward to learning everything he can 
while working to protect Sanibel’s incredible biodiversity and ecosystems.

Ambu Yoga Supports Sea Turtle Program

Earth Day:  Sea Level Rise and 
Drawing for Ikki Matsumoto Print

WHM Intern Justin Robbins

Thank you Ambu Yoga for supporting SCCF’s Sea Turtle Program. A 
full year of monthly donations and matching gifts resulted in a record $9,200 
in support! 

All are welcome to join these donations-based gatherings The next 
monthly new moon meditation is on Friday, April 5th at 7:00 p.m. Weath-
er permitting, the meditations take place on the beach in Captiva. To learn 
more visit https://www.ambuyoga.com/new-moon-meditation. 

Namaste to Yali Zawady and the whole Ambu Team for their partner-
ship and support!

Please join us for the Annual Earth Day Presentation on Mon-
day, April 22 at 2 p.m. at the Nature Center. As in years past, this 
event is underwritten by the Donald Slavik Family Foundation.  The 
program is free but pre-registration is requested since space is lim-
ited:  from sccf.org, click on Resources, then Calendar.

The topic of sea level rise (SLR) will be tackled from multiple 
perspectives. An overview of the causes, challenges and next steps 
in confronting SLR will be presented by Marine Lab Scientist Rick 
Bartleson, Ph.D. and Research Associate Leah Reidenbach.  The 
specific impacts on sea turtles and shorebirds will be addressed by 
Sea Turtle Program Coordinator Kelly Sloan and Shorebird Biolo-
gist Audrey Albrecht. All four SCCF staff members will answer your 
questions about this important and timely topic.

Following the presentation, the Brush of Excellence drawing will take place to see who will take home Six 
Dolphins, a limited edition signed/numbered print by Brush of Excellence prize recipient Ikki Matsumoto. You 
need not be present to win, and drawing tickets can still be purchased at the Nature Center or the Native Land-
scapes & Garden Center, online at sccf.org (click on Resources, then BoE Tickets), or by calling 472-2329.
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SCCF April 2019  Program Schedule
Bailey hoMeSTead:  Making The land Work Walking Tour

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead 
Preserve blends SCCF’s work on the property, the his-
tory of the land and stories about Baileys, which farmed 
the land for three generations.  The walk includes the 
demonstration gardens, the Windmill, the Devitt Pond, 
and entrance to the Bailey family home. Walking shoes 
are recommended. Thursday & Fridays, 10:00am-11:00, 
through end of April.  No reservations are needed. Suggested 
donation of $5.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet at the Conser-
vation Gateway Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near 
the entrance. For info: 472-1932.

CalooSahaTChee oxBoW & riverlore CruiSe
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Saturday cruises depart at 9 and return by 
11:30. Both depart from the W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam 
Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Saturday cruises:  April 13 and May 
11.  Space is limited. Advance reservations and payment re-
quired.  Register online:  from sccf.org, click on Programs upper 
right and  then Oxbow Cruise.  $45 per person.   
  

CapTiva CruiSeS

SCCF partners with Captiva Cruises for experiences on 
the water.  SCCF docents narrate the family oriented dai-
ly Dolphin & Wildlife Adventure Cruise from 4-5:30pm.  
Captiva Cruises also offers lunch cruises to Cabbage Key, 
Useppa Island, Boca Grande and Tarpon Lodge On Pine 
Island.  Beach & Shelling excursions to Cayo Costa State 
Park and Sunset Cruises are also available.  Reservations 
are required.  Call Captiva Cruises at (239) 472-5300 or 
book online (www.captivacruises.com).

evening aT The hoMeSTead:  endangered TurTleS

Join us at the Bailey Homestead Pavilion for “The World 
Turtle Crisis and Non-Marine Turtle Research at SCCF” by 
SCCF Herpetologist and Wildlife & Habitat Management 
Director Chris Lechowicz.  Turtles are now the second most 
endangered group of vertebrates (next to primates) in the 
world, with turtles having the highest average threat level. 
See Page 7 for more info.  Wednesday, April 10.  Doors open 
at 6:30. Program at 7.  Tickets $10.  Light refreshments will be 
available.  Advance registration required:  sccf.org, click on Pro-
grams, then Evenings at the Homestead, then Eventbrite link.
  

Florida panTherS and WildliFe CorridorS

Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. Tuesday, April 9 at 
10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free.
  

ShoreBirdS oF SaniBel & CapTiva
Join SCCF biologists to learn about the shorebird species 
that nest on our beaches, including snowy plovers, least terns 
and wilson’s plovers.  SCCF has been monitoring beach nest-
ing birds on Sanibel since 2002.  Learn how you can safely 

share the beach and help us protect our feathered friends.  
Thursday, April 11 and 25 at 2 p.m.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.
  

Make your oWn SoliTary Bee Box

Many of Florida’s solitary bees lay their eggs in hollow 
branches.  Attract these wonderful pollinators to your 
own yard by making your own bee box!  All materials will 
be provided, and participants will go home with a box 
and information about attracting these fascinating pol-
linators to your yard.  Please bring your own hammer, 
if possible. Wednesday, April 3 from 10 a.m.-noon. Reg-
istration: $30 non-members/$25 members. RSVP through 
Eventbrite:  from sccf.org, click on Resources, then Calendar. 
  

phoTography in The Wild WorkShop

Join SCCF staff for a hands-on learning experience with 
your camera!  Attendees will begin the workshop with a 
tutorial on the basics of photography, its application to 
environmental and wildlife photography, and the best 
practices for photographing certain species on the islands. 
All skill levels are welcome and all types of cameras may be 
used, including mobile phone cameras.  The second half 
of the workshop will explore the Bailey Homestead to put 
these new tools to use!  SCCF Public Outreach Coordina-
tor Alexis Horn is a published professional photographer 
eager to share her knowledge and passion for this subject. 
Wednesday, April 10 @ 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. Registration: $25 
SCCF members/$30 non-members.  RSVP through Event-
brite:  from sccf.org, click on Resources, then Calendar. 
  

Trail WalkS: explore SaniBel’S inTerior WeTlandS

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because it 
still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that has not 
been lost to development. Join us for a guided walk through 
the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges to learn about na-
tive habitats, history and preservation efforts. Trail walks offered 
Tuesday through Thursday at 11 a.m. through April 11. Meet at 
the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  Cost of the program is 
$5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

TurTle TraCkS
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring programs 
in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and habits of the sea 
turtles that nest on our beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, 
and what we are doing to protect them.  Learn about the dev-
astating impacts on sea turtles of this past summer’s Red Tide, 
when 204 dead sea turtles washed up on island beaches between 
July and November.  Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center 
auditorium.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

High concentrations of brevetoxins persist in the food 
web for months after a Red Tide dissipates so we antici-
pate some delayed mortality. We will continue taking tis-
sue samples to measure brevetoxin concentrations and 
monitoring the impacts of the recent bloom. 

Red Tide -- continued from Page 6
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Education	Center	
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•  Marine Laboratory
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Landscapes & Garden Center
• Sea Turtles & Shorebirds
• Wildlife & Habitat Management
• Land Acquisition & Stewardship
• Environmental Education

Robin Krivanek
Deborah La Gorce 
Tom Libonate
Diane Neitzel
Ran Niehoff

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Doug Ryckman - President
John Morse - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    
Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Ryan Orgera, Ph.D. - Chief Executive Officer   Erick Lindblad - CEO Emeritus

Chris Lechowicz
Karen Nelson
Ryan Orgera

Leah Reidenbach

Justin Robbins
Holly Schwartz

Kelly Sloan
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2019
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Sandy Gross

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Don Rice
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Rick Bartleson, Ph.D.
Jenny Evans

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal habitats and aquatic resources 

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

April 2019 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957


