Harmful Algal Blooms
Nutrients Feed These Water Quality Issues

Blue Green Algae

Red Tide

Freshwater cyanobacteria (aka blue green algae)
looks like neon green paint on the surface and
clumps in the water column. The current bloom
extends from Lake Okeechobee through the
Caloosahatchee and estuary reaching the
coastal back bays and Gulf beaches.
This algae can turn very potent toxins on and off.
Toxins can persist in the water and sand even
after the visible signs of a bloom are gone. The
current bloom began in Lake Okeechobee in
June 2018. Cyanobacteria blooms are a sign of
excess, harmful nutrient pollution in our waters.

Red tide is caused by a marine (saltwater)
microscopic dinoflagellate that turns water a
reddish color. It blooms offshore and moves
onshore feeding on nutrients in the water. The
Gulf coast has been experiencing an
extraordinary event since October 2017.
Toxins released by this organism kill marine life,
make shellfish poisonous to eat and cause eye
and throat irritation. Although blooms have been
documented through history in local waters, the
magnitude and frequency of blooms are not
normal but symptoms of water quality problems.

What You Can Do - Take Action!
Progress is needed in two areas to address water issues Policies: Improve State water quality standards and regulations;
Projects: Approval and Funding of projects to store, treat and move water
NOW is the time to demand better and apply pressure to change future outcomes.
For more information, please visit www.sccf.org call or 239-472-2329

Here's What Needs to be Done
Water Quality Regulations Needed
Florida needs comprehensive, protective
water quality standards to improve water
quality and protect public health
Pass statewide, comprehensive, sciencebased water quality standards to stop
adding pollutants to our waters
Florida needs statewide water quality
standards for cyanobacteria. Twenty-two
other states already have standards
Establish a lead agency to post warnings or
informational signs during cyanobacteria
blooms
Require agricultural land owners treat their
runoff on their land and meet water quality
standards
Eliminate agricultural "presumption of
compliance" with water quality standards
Upgrade statewide stormwater rules for
urban and agriculture. Engage local
governments with stormwater utilities
Stop sewage treatment plant discharges
Require advanced treatment of reuse water
for irrigation
Re-establish septic inspection and
maintenance of systems in proximity to
waterways and in high density
Stop all land application of sewage waste
from wastewater treatment plants and
septic systems
Add flow and water quality monitoring
stations in the Caloosahatchee
Reduce or eliminate fertilizer use
Pick up after your pets

Projects Needed to Improve Water Conditions
Ask the state to support Emergency Dispersed
Water Management/water farming in the
Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA)
Support Federal authorization and funding for the
Everglades Agricultural Area Reservoir south of
Lake Okeechobee
Promote state and federal authorization and
funding for a Lake Okeechobee Watershed
Project north of the lake
Advocate for annual dedicated federal funding of
$200 million (to match state dollars) for
Everglades restoration
Complete C-43 Reservoir Project and
immediately begin design of a water quality
treatment component

Find Resources and Connect

Connect to SCCF Action Alerts and our Legislative
Tracker: www.sccf.org/our-work/natural-resourcepolicy/take-action
Sign up for Action Alerts: Scroll to the bottom of the
page at www.sccf.org

For more information, please visit www.sccf.org call or 239-472-2329

