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January 2011

SCCF MeMber update

As Erick said at the kick-off, "We 
can't not do this," and he's right.  But 
how do we raise such a large amount 
of money in a short period of time in 
a far from robust economy?

1. Naming Opportunities
As the gift chart on Page 2* 

shows, there are naming opportuni-
ties for the preserve, island conserva-
tion center, nature trail, native plant 
nursery, and other elements of the 

planned use of the Bailey Homestead. 
We are offering these naming rights 
in exchange for the remarkable major 
gifts we will need to succeed.  Anyone 
considering gifts of this magnitude is 
invited to call Cheryl Giattini (395-
2768) or Erick Lindblad (472-2329) 
to learn more about our recognition 
of lead gifts and major donors.
2. Pledges

Large gifts may be spread over a 
three-year pledge period.

3. Broad-based Support
We are working diligently to 

solicit support from all our island 
neighbors and the rest of the Lee 
County community.  Please help us 
by responding to the campaign mate-
rials recently sent to you by mail.

Help us make history. Make a 
tax-deductible contribution to the 
Honoring the Past - Protecting the 
Future campaign today!

Great News!      (Details about both opportunities on Page 2.)

Question:  How Do We Raise $5.3 Million in a Bad Economy?
Answer:  With great fear, trepidation and a lot of help from our friends.

SCCF member Richard Shipley, President of the Shipley Foundation, has issued a chal-
lenge to match gifts up to a cumulative total of $500,000.  Pictured above, l-r:  Campaign 
Co-Chair John La Gorce, Richard Shipley, SCCF Executive Director Erick Lindblad and 
SCCF President Paul Roth at the Challenge Grant announcement.

The Shipley Foundation Challenge Grant
The Shipley Foundation has issued a challenge to 
match gifts up to a cumulative total of $500,000 if 
received by March 31, 2011. Matches could bring 
us to $2.7 million by the March 31 Challenge Grant 
deadline. That will still leave us a long way to go but, 
with your help, we can do this!

New Tax-Free IRA Distributions Law
The new tax law allows 2010 tax year IRA charitable 
distributions to be made through January 31, 2011.   
Under this IRA provision, you may distribute up to 
$100,000 to non-profits such as SCCF.  This counts to-
ward your required minimum distribution and will not 
be taxable income!

1 2

$2.1 million
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The Shipley Foundation Challenge Grant
On December 6, 2010, SCCF member Richard 

Shipley, President of the Shipley Foundation, made a 
wonderful and unprecedented announcement:

The Shipley Foundation has issued a challenge to 
match gifts up to a cumulative total of $500,000 if 
received by March 31, 2011. The gifts must be in re-
sponse to the challenge. 

If you haven’t given yet, or could make a second 
gift in this new tax year, now is the perfect time to 
make that commitment. 

Beyond that act of personal generosity, please also 
help us spread the word to your friends and neighbors 
who may be considering a gift to the campaign. Please 
let them know it will be of even greater value if made 
in response to the Shipley Challenge.

1. Donors who have not made prior gifts to SCCF,
2. Donors who make matching gifts in excess of 

any single gift such donors had made to SCCF 
previously, and then only to the extent of such 
excess. For example, in response to the challenge, a 
prior donor whose largest gift to SCCF was $1000 
makes a $5000 pledge. $4000 of that pledge will be 
recognized as a match, or 

3. Donors who have previously given to this “Honoring 
the Past – Protecting the Future Campaign” who 
are now making second gifts specifically in response 
to the Shipley Challenge Grant. If anyone who has 
already given to this campaign is motivated to make 
a second gift because of the Shipley Challenge, 
100% of that second gift will count as a match.

In order to be recognized for the Shipley Challenge Grant match, the gifts must fall within one of 
three criteria. Gifts must be from either:

New Tax-Free IRA Distributions Law
On Friday, December 17, 2010, Congress passed 

and the President signed legislation extending to 2010 
and 2011 a provision that allows direct transfers to 
non-profits from IRAs. Under this recently passed IRA 
charitable rollover provision, you may distribute any 
amount up to $100,000 from your IRA to your favorite 
non-profits, such as SCCF, for both 2010 and 2011. 
This amount will count toward your required minimum 
distribution for the year and it will not be treated as 
taxable income! 

And here’s a really important point to note: 
The legislation allows 2010 tax year IRA charitable 
contributions to be made through January 31, 2011.   
Here's How It Works: 
• You must be 70 1/2 or older at the time of distribution.

• You may distribute any amount up to $100,000 in 
2010 and in 2011. You are allowed to complete a 
transfer by as late as January 31, 2011 that will count 
toward your 2010 minimum required distribution. 
Distributions to be credited to your 2011 minimum 
required distribution must be completed by Decem-
ber 31, 2011.

• Your IRA administrator must make the distribution 
directly to the charity, or you may write a check pay-
able to the charity from your IRA checkbook.    
Even if you have taken your required IRA distribution 

in 2010, you may find a contribution to SCCF from your 
IRA attractive because of the way retirement assets are 
taxed.  Please speak with your Tax or Financial Advisor 
before taking any action.

Campaign -- Continued from Page 1
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* The campaign gift chart shows a total exceeding our $5.3 million goal 
because we must assume not all gifts at each gift level will be received.

Campaign Committee Members at the December 2010 committee meeting, when we were at the $1 million mark, l-r:  (standing) 
Philip Puschel, Robbie Roepstorff, Paul Roth, Bill Fenniman, Mary Lou Bailey, Martha and Rick Siders, Richard Shipley, Erick 
Lindblad; (kneeling) John La Gorce, Patti Sousa, Kristie Anders and Cheryl Giattini.

SCCF Campaign Gift Pyramid 

*
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Wildflower Seeds Available
The nursery has recently added wildflower seeds to 

its inventory of native plant items for sale.  Grown by 
the Florida Wildflower Seed Cooperative members, eight 
species are currently available, 
including the ever-popular 
dune sunflower, gaillardia, and 
sunshine mimosa.  Packets are 
$3 each and are enough to get 
a small planting established.  
Drop by and visit the nursery 
today to enhance your wild-
flower plantings!

Recently, SCCF staff identified a potential new in-
vader to the barrier islands called Shoebutton Ardisia (Ar-
disia elliptica).  Long known to be a problem in South 
Florida, this plant had not been previously found on Sani-
bel or Captiva, but in December, was found in the Gulf 
Pines neighborhood.  

It is a close relative to our native marlberry (Ardisia 
escallonioides), resembling it superficially.  Unlike marl-
berry, shoebutton ardisia has whiteish-pink flowers fol-
lowed by reddish-black fruits that grow only along the 
stem (see photos).  Our native marlberry has flowers and 
fruits that are at the terminal ends of branches and not 
found along the stems of branches (see photos).  Another 
growth difference is that shoebutton ardisia has reddish 
new growth whereas our native marlberry’s new growth 
is typically green.  Shoebutton ardisia may also grow to a 
larger size than our native marlberry.  

Birds and small mammals are attracted to shoebutton 
ardisia’s fruit, which may aid in its dispersal to natural 
areas and where it may out-compete native shrubs and 
groundcovers.  Shoebutton ardisia is able to tolerate moist 

and wet soils as well as dense shade, which may also lend 
to its invasive potential.  

This plant was introduced into Florida from Asia as an 
ornamental plant in 1900, and is now most abundant in 
Miami-Dade and Broward counties in a variety of habitats, 
including maritime and hardwood hammock, mangrove 
fringes, disturbed wetlands, and disturbed areas.  In these 
areas, it is often found as a dense, single species understory 
plant, where it crowds out native shrubs.  It has also be-
come a weedy species in Jamaica, other parts of the Carib-
bean, and Hawaii.  

If you find a plant that resembles shoebutton ardi-
sia, please bring a sample to the Native Plant Nursery for 
identification.

Native Plant Nursery:  Watch out for this Plant!
By Jenny Evans, Manager

Left:  Native marlberry.  Above:  Invasive shoebutton ardisia.  
Shoebutton ardisia photo credit (licensed under creative com-
mons):  Forest & Kim Starr, Starr Environmental, Bugwood.org

Marlberry

Shoebutton ardisia
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During September and October, blooms of two dino-
flagellate1 (microalgae) species occurred between Ft. My-
ers Beach and Marco Island. 

Takayama bloom
A bloom of Takayama acrotricha2 started near Bonita 

Beach in September.  The bloom reached concentrations 
of over 30 million cells/liter3 along the beaches south to 
Marco Island, and it also spread North to Lover's Key 
and into Estero Bay. In Estero Bay, a fish and crab kill 
was reported by a fish camp owner, Capt. Dave Lanier. 
The kill was associated with anoxic water (water with no 
dissolved oxygen), and hydrogen sulfide, which was pro-
duced by sulfur bacteria. Capt. Lanier reported the wa-
ter color changes from milky green (sulfur precipitation) 
to black (iron sulfide) and then pink (anaerobic purple 
sulfur bacteria).  The dinoflagellates continued to bloom 
in Collier County into mid November.  Water samples 
were analyzed for brevetoxins4 at Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Research Institute (FWRI) and the results came back as 
negative, no brevetoxins were present.  A sample was also  
taken for further analysis.

Peridinium bloom and Coquina Die-off at Fort Myers 
Beach

A bloom of another dinoflagellate called Peridinium 
quinquecorne occurred at Fort Myers Beach for several 
weeks and this bloom was soon followed by a dieoff of 
coquinas (Donax variabilis).  The odor of hydrogen sul-
fide or dead clams sparked calls to the Fort Myers Beach 
Environmental Department on October 18.  

Peridinium is not known to produce toxins, and the 
cause of the coquina dieoff is not known, but hypoxic 

conditions resulting from dying algal cells is one possibil-
ity.  Another possible cause is pathogens.  Coquina tis-
sue was examined and found to be infected by trematode 
metacercaria.  Trematode cercaria larvae were also found 
in the water sample. 

Fighting Conch Die-off at Bonita Beach
A stranding of thousands of fighting conchs occurred 

in Bonita Beach at the end of October. With all the in-
tense blooms that have been occurring in that area, this 
stranding could also have been related to hypoxic water 
(water with very low dissolved oxygen), but oxygen lev-
els were normal when the water was tested and there are 
many other possible causes such as pathogens. A conch 
tissue sample will be sent to the University of Florida's 
College of Veterinary Medicine for histological analysis.

Notes:
1 The algae that causes Florida Red Tide, Karenia brevis, 

is a dinoflagellate.  None of the blooms mentioned 
here were related to Red Tide.

2 The identification of the algae as Takayama acrotricha 
has not been fully confirmed but is very likely.

3 When a Red Tide bloom reaches 1 million cells/liter, 
that is considered a high concentration, causing dis-
coloration of the water, shellfish poisoning and respi-
ratory distress in humans. 

4 The toxins in Red tide that cause respiratory distress 
and can kill shellfish are a form of brevetoxins but 
neither of these recent blooms generated toxins.

Marine Lab:  Coastal Microalgal Blooms and Shell Die-offs
By Richard Bartleson, Ph.D., Research Scientist

Photo by Keith Laakkonen, Environmental Sciences Coordina-
tor for the Town of Fort Myers Beach of the Peridinium bloom.
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Governor Rick Scott
Florida’s new Governor, Rick Scott was sworn in on 

Tuesday January 4, 2011 in Tallahassee.   His first actions 
as an elected official included the issuance of four execu-
tive orders on government accountability:
Executive Order No. 11-01 freezes all new regulations 

and establishes the Office of Fiscal Accountability and 
Regulatory Reform, which will review all rules prior 
to promulgation as well as agency practices and con-
tracts.    Access this order on our website under policy 
issues, Government Legislative.

Executive Order No. 11-02 requires state agencies to use 
the E-Verify system verify employment eligibility of 
state employees and contractors.

Executive Order No. 11-03 establishes the Governor’s 
policy on ethics and open government.

Executive Order No. 11-04 reaffirms the Governor’s 
commitment to diversity in government.
Scott also appointed a new secretary to the Depart-

ment of Environmental Protection.  Herschel Vinyard has 
practiced environmental law for nearly a decade. Most 
recently he has been the director of business operations 
at BAE Systems Southeast Shipyards, where he was re-
sponsible for strategic planning, business development 
and regulatory and government affairs. BAE is the world’s 
second largest defense contractor. 

In his announcement Scott said:  “Herschel is a man 
of deep environmental knowledge and practical business 
experience. He has a love for our great state’s natural re-

sources and a passion for job creation. He will effectively 
balance those interests for the benefit of all Floridians. We 
are fortunate to have recruited Herschel from the private 
sector into government service.”

We will be interested to see how Governor Scott bal-
ances his economic agenda with environmental protection.

Corps and SFWMD Cut Off Caloosahatchee Water 
Supply

On Thursday, December 9, 2010, the South Flori-
da Water Management District (SFWMD) Governing 
Board voted 5-to-3 to recommend that the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers cut off needed freshwater flows to 

Natural Resource Policy
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Continued on Page 13

SCCF Conservation Forum on Tues., Jan. 25 at 7 pm at SCA
Water!  It’s the vital to everything on the planet 

and essential to our day-to-day needs...especially the 
health of our Caloosahatchee estuary and the Ever-
glades.   Unfortunately, in our part of Florida there is 
usually too much or too little and not enough of it is 
clean.  Join the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Founda-
tion (SCCF) and Everglades Foundation in an interac-
tive program entitled “Sugar and Salt: Our Beaches, 
Estuary and the Everglades Connection” at the third 
annual Conservation Forum at the Sanibel Commu-
nity House on Tuesday,  January 25 at 7 p.m.

The program will include opening remarks by 
South Florida Water Management District Govern-
ing Board member Charles Dauray, brief presentations 

by Thomas Van Lent, Ph.D., Senior Scientist for the 
Everglades Foundation  and Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF 
Natural Resource Policy Director.  The program will 
be followed by an interactive public participation dis-
cussion and question-and-answer session moderated 
by Kirk Fordham, CEO, Everglades Foundation.

Don’t miss this opportunity to learn more about 
the status of projects and funding to save the Caloosa-
hatchee and advance Everglades restoration.   Follow-
ing the program, attendees are invited to stay and visit 
with speakers at a reception to be held onsite.

The free program will be held on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 25, 2011 at 7 p.m. at the Sanibel Community 
House, 2173 Periwinkle Way   Sanibel, Florida. 

With high salinities in the Caloosahatchee, the last of the 
tape grass is now being overrun by a salinity-tolerant algae, 
bright green in the photo above.
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Bailey Homestead Project

Have you noticed the 1,000 feet of yellow rope on Peri-
winkle Way? This program, presented in SCCF’s Nature 
Center, will update people on the progress made in rais-
ing funds for the acquisition and habitat restoration of the 
Bailey Homestead; restoration of the Bailey Family Home 
and for SCCF’s Conservation Work for our islands.  This 
is an opportunity to learn more about preliminary plans 
if SCCF has success in this endeavor.  Come learn about 
the fantastic potential for this northern wildlife corridor 
on Sanibel.  Tuesday, January 25, 2 p.m.  Free.

Birding at tHe Preserves

Join experienced birders on Friday morning outings to 
preserves owned and managed by SCCF.  Both new and 
experienced birders will enjoy a variety of birds in a di-
versity of wildlife habitats.  Botany enthusiasts are also 
welcome to help identify plants along the trails.  All walks 
begin at 8 a.m, but the locations do vary.  Walks are free 
for members and non-members.  Upcoming schedule:
 January 21 at Sanibel Gardens Preserve
 January 28 at Sanibel Gardens Preserve
 February 4 at Periwinkle Preserve
 February 11 at SCCF/Center Tract
Sanibel Gardens Preserve:  Enter Island Inn Road from 

Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of the road near 
the trailhead or enter Island Inn Road from West Gulf 
Drive, park near road barrier and short walk to trail-
head. 

Periwinkle Preserve:  Meet in the Community Church 
parking lot across the street—short walk to trail.

SCCF/Center Tract:  Located at SCCF’s Nature Center on 
Sanibel-Captiva Road, one mile west of Tarpon Bay Road.

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 

of their North American range.  
No one knows how many bob-
cats there are on Sanibel and 
Captiva but according to the 
book this adaptable feline’s abil-
ity to survive close to humans is 
one of the reasons for the bob-
cat’s success.  Rats and mice can 
make up to 40% of the bobcat’s 
diet.  To learn more about the 
biology and society of this shy 

feline that moves so peacefully among us, you are invited 
to attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, January 19 at 10 

a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

Butterfly House tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.
 

caloosaHatcHee oxBow & riverlore cruise

Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosa-
hatchee on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy 
Director Rae Ann Wessel, a long-time river advocate.  Rae 
Ann is a river researcher, aquatic ecologist and historian.  
Follow the river back to a time when a waterfall served as 
the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved 
living amongst the wilderness.  Sunday, January 23 from 
1 - 3:30 p.m.  Meet at Franklin Lock & Dam on the public 
use area off SR 80.  Space is limited. Reservations required.  
$40 per person.  For more info call 472-2329

conservation forum

SCCF and the Everglades Foundation are sponsoring an 
interactive  forum about local water issues on January 25 
at 7 p.m. at the Sanibel Community House.  “Sugar and 
Salt:  Our Beaches, Estuary and the Everglades Connec-
tion” will begin with a welcome and intro by SFWMD 
Governing Board member Charles Dauray.  SCCF’s Rae 
Ann Wessel and Tom Van Lent of the Everglades Founda-
tion will make brief presentations.  Then moderator Kirk 
Fordham of the Everglades Foundation will open the floor 
for Q&A.  There is no charge; reservations not required.
 

 dolPHin and wildlife adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF January 2011 Program Schedule

Continued on Page 8
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SCCF January 2011 Program Schedule
gator tales

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. 
Florida’s history of gators 
and humans are closely in-
tertwined. To learn about 
these fascinating creatures 
and what we must do 
to ensure our safety and 
their survival on the is-
lands please attend “ Ga-
tor Tales” on Wednesdays, 
January 26 at 10 a.m. at 

the Nature Center. Call 472-2329 for more information.

get a Plan

The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems. This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and 
the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded 
the preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural 
resources we all enjoy today.  Join us on Tuesday, January 11 
at 2 p.m. to hear more about the City that almost wasn’t and 
the work that led to its conservation. $5 for non-members

Heart of tHe glades - restoration efforts at sta-5 
Meet in at the Clewiston Inn at 2 p.m. for a tour of the 
area’s Historical Museum that features not only the story 
of agriculture, but also some of the remarkable fossils that 
have been unearthed. People are then encouraged to climb 
the nearby Hoover Dike that surrounds Lake Okeechobee  
and then explore the town of Clewiston with dinner on 
your own. Hotel reservations are on your own. Programs 
will originate from historic Clewiston Inn, but there are 
other accommodations available.  A very early start, 6:30 
a.m. that is, from the Clewiston Inn, will position the 
group at SFWMD‘s (South Florida Water Management 
District) Storm Water Treatment Area 5. STA-5 has been 
listed as one of the best birding spots in Florida where 
Whistling Tree Ducks, Swallow-tail Kites and Peregrine 
Falcons can be seen.  Wednesday, January 26 through 
Thursday, January 27.  $30 pp

Human uses of florida native Plants

On Tuesdays at 10 a.m., a volunteer will be in the teaching 
shelter by the Ethnobotany Garden, making baskets from 
native fibers.  Stop by and ask questions and then take a 
self-guided tour the garden.  Did you know that Henry 
Ford stuffed the seats of his cars with the air plant, Spanish 
moss, or that Thomas Edison used the giant native Seaside 
Goldenrod for electrical conductivity experiments?  Calu-
sa fishermen of the past used the poisonous saponins in 
certain native plants to harvest their fish.  Tuesdays at 10 
a.m.in the Teaching Shelter by the Ethnobotay Garden. 

otter tales

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this large, 
aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  River ot-

ters are strong and graceful swim-
mers that capture the hearts of all 
who see them.  Otter sightings 
have increased recently on SCCF 
trails.  Following the program 
take a walk on the trail and view 
an otter communication sight.  

Wednesday, January 5 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audi-
torium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

owl tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  There 
is a nest box on the side of the SCCF nature center where 
Barn owls have nested off and on since 1980.. will they 
return this year?  Island Screech owls are in the court-
ing phase with males guarding territory and calling to 
females.   On Wednesday, January 12 at 10 a.m. you are 
invited to SCCF to learn more about the “Owls of Sanibel 
and Captiva.”  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF 
members and children attending for free. 

river meets tHe sea: tHe cradle of life!
Departing from Marriott at Punta Rassa this cooperative 
trip with the Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation 
and Captiva Cruises is a hands-on cruise to explore the 
mouth of the Caloosahatchee and its estuary. Passengers 
will be conducting their own water sampling while travel-
ing through the extraordinary back bay waters. Several of 
SCCF’s River Estuary Coastal Observing Network (RE-
CON) sensors are located nearby.  RECON tracks key 
water quality parameters from Lake Okeechobee to the 
Gulf of Mexico. We will discuss our linkage to the greater 
Everglades Ecosystem which includes the entire watershed 
from Orlando to Florida Bay and everything in between.
This cruise will be led by two long time island residents and 
naturalists, SCCF Education Director, Kristie Anders and 
Captiva Cruises’ Environmental Educator, Richard Finkel. 
Proceeds from these cruises will help support SCCF’s Educa-
tion Fund. Join us for this opportunity to explore, discover 
and enjoy our environment!  January 21, 9:30-11:30 a.m.  
Please call Captiva Cruises at 472-5300 for this cooperative 
education program.  $35 adults and $20 children under 12.

science at sea cruise

Be a Marine Biologist for the Day! This 90-minute Cap-
tiva Cruises trip will be a hands-on scientific inquiry and 
voyage suitable and fun for all ages. Crab traps and a 
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plankton net will be hauled for a look at some of the com-
ponents of the food chains. Learn by taking part in actual 
scientific research that will be utilized by SCCF’s Marine 
Lab.  This 1-1/2 hour trip is $30/adult, $20/child.  Call 
for times and reservations, 472-5300.

trails and tales

Tales and Trails is a result of a coalition comprised of SCCF, 
CROW, Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum, J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge and the Sanibel Historical 
Village & Museum to present a comprehensive overview of 
the five island organizations. The hour-long presentation 
originates at the Refuge at 9:30 a.m. the first Wednesday 
of each month. After attending the orientation participants 
are encouraged to visit the each of the coalition member’s 
museum or nature center.  Attendees that then come to 
SCCF will be eligible for special incentives such as a cou-
pon for 25% off of a Captiva Cruises excursion. This pro-
gram is a great way to get a condensed version of commu-
nity efforts to conserve and preserve the very special places 
we call Sanibel and Captiva. Wednesday, January 5, 9:30 
a.m. Program is free of charge, registration required. Please 
register using the Sanibel Trails and Tales official website:  
www.sanibeltrailsandtales.com/meet.php 

tides and currents

SCCF’s Fridays at the Center programs resume with this 
program about the Florida Shelf, Our Guardian Angel. 
We all watched in horror the oil spewing from the Deep-
water Horizon rig in the Gulf of Mexico. No one could 
be sure where the gushing oil would travel but because of 
that uncertainty, more attention was given to the Gulf ’s 
topographic features, also known as bathymetry.  Of par-
ticular interest is the Mississippi Canyon and the nearby 
DeSoto Canyon, which are features of the Florida Shelf. Its 
steering currents helped keep the polluted water away from 
the Southwest Florida coast.  Friday, January 28 at 10 a.m.  
Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

trail walks: exPlore saniBel’s interior wetlands

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida be-
cause it seill has an interior freshwater wetland ecosys-
tem that has not been lost to development.  This Ever-
glades-like ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants 
and animals.  Join us for a guided walk through the inte-
rior wetlands and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract 
with discussion of native habitats, natural and cultural 
history and preservation efforts.  Beginning on Mon-
day, January 17 and continuing on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 11 a.m. and also on Wednesdays 
at 2 p.m.  Meet at the Nature Center and proceed to the 
trails.  $5 for non-members; free to members and children.

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 

programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  You will also learn about 
the forces that shape the beach habitat and other local 
marine life.  Following the presentation, carpool to an is-
land beach to learn more.  Thursdays at 9 a.m.  Meet at 
the Nature Center.  Free to members and children, $5 for 
non-members.

turtles, tortoises and terraPins

The Nature Center now has a tank with live hatchlings of 
peninsula cooter, Florida softshell, red-eared and yellow-
bellied sliders and 
mud turtles.  Bring in 
the grandkids.  And 
a new addition is a 
beautiful species, the 
ornate diamondback 
terrapin, featured 
in a new 220-gallon 
tank.  This saltwater 
species lives in the 
brackish water of 
the mangrove creeks 
where they forage on shrimp, fiddler crabs, and anything 
else they can dig up.  Join us on Tuesdays, January 18 and 
25 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 with members and 
children free.

weeds and seeds

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, visit-
ing different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, and 
are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group will 
meet at the Nature Center porch  Depending on the loca-
tion visited, you may need parking money.  Please bring 
a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed shoes 
with socks. For further information, please call Candice 
Ethridge at 395-9498.  Mondays at 8:45 a.m., meet at the 
Nature Center porch.  Walks are free but donations to SCCF 
are welcome. 

sccf wildlife tour witH dinner at tHe dunes

Alligators, eagles, wading birds, maybe even a crocodile 
will be on the front side of dinner at the Dunes this win-
ter.  With all those lakes, golf courses attract wildlife that is 
easily observable.  A forty five minute wildlife tour by golf 
cart will be lead by an interpreter from SCCF.  Dinner in 
the club house will follow.   The wildlife tour leaves from 
the clubhouse at 4:30 on Tuesday, January 18 and Thursday, 
January 27.  Reservations are required, please call the Dunes 
at 472-3355 and ask for Julayne.  Cost including tax and tip 
is $30.  Please call Dee at 472-2329 for more info.

SCCF January 2011 Program Schedule
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This fall, the Wildlife Habitat Management Program 
(WHMP) conducted their annual gopher tortoise surveys 
for 2010.  The WHMP staff, with the help of volunteers and 
J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge staff, searched 
upland habitats on SCCF lands including: Frannie’s, John-
ston, Dayton, Wulfert, and Walker preserves. 

Gopher tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus) are keystone 
species listed as threatened by the Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Commission.  A keystone species is one that 
plays a critical role in maintaining the structure of an eco-
system.  Gopher tortoises provide habitat for over 300 spe-
cies of animals, many of which are completely dependent 
upon gopher tortoise burrows. Some examples of Sanibel 
and Captiva fauna that use gopher tortoise burrows are the 
eastern indigo snake (historically), rodents, eastern narrow-
mouthed toads, and  various terrestrial insects. 

Monitoring the gopher tortoise population is impor-
tant for a number of reasons.  The presence or absence 
of gopher tortoises in an area can impact the popula-
tions of animals that rely on the excavation of burrows 
for their food and homes.  In addition, monitoring helps 
land managers determine where and when burning and or 
mowing should be prescribed to manage for vital habitat 
utilized by gopher tortoises and other historic species on 
Sanibel.  Gopher tortoises rely on wildfires or mowing to 

create open upland habitat and provide them with ample 
areas to sun themselves, as well as offer an array of food 
items such as prickly pear cactus and other broad-leaved 
grasses which grow in these open areas. 

Gopher tortoise surveys are conducted annually in 
mid-fall by locating existing burrows (as well as finding 
new burrows along the way) and determining the status 
of each burrow.  

Wildlife Habitat Management:  2010 Gopher Tortoise Surveys
By Joel Caouette, Biologist

Estimated number of tortoises from Frannie’s Preserve (blue), Johnston Tract (purple) and combined (yellow)

Gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus)

Continued on Page 13
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Sea Turtles
Florida’s sea turtle season is officially 

over, and despite the islands having a lower 
number of nests than normal, early numbers 
indicate sea turtle nesting was above average 
for all species in the state.  Sanibel finished 
the season with a total of 160 nests and 310 
false crawls,  five of the nests and two of the 
false crawls were from green turtles (Chelo-
nia mydas), while the rest were all loggerhead 
turtles (Caretta caretta).  Captiva had 64 
nests and 117 false crawls, all from logger-
head turtles.

2010 was the third lowest year in total 
number of sea turtle nests since 1996 on the 
islands.  Despite this, hatch and emergence 
success were about average (see table above.  
Hatch success means the hatchling made it 
out of the egg; Emergence success means the 
hatchling made it unaided out of the next.  
Live hatchlings that are found when the nest 
is dug are counted as successful hatches but 
not as successful emergences.

Sea Turtle Statistics

 Hatch Emergence No. of Eggs Both Islands - No. of 
 Success Success Both islands Hatchlings to Gulf
   

Sanibel 2010 75%	 68.8%	 16,633	 11,318
Captiva 2010 57.3%	 45.8%
Sanibel 2009 77.7%	 72.3%
Captiva 2009 51.7%	 47.9%

Wildlife Habitat Management Briefs
By Amanda Bryant, Sea Turtle Coordinator and Biologist

On December 1, 2010,  SCCF Wild-
life Habitat Management Director, Chris 
Lechowicz, spoke at the 15th Annual South-
west Florida Invasive Species Conference at 
Florida Gulf Coast University on The In-
vasive Reptiles and Amphibians (herps) of 

New FWC Rules for Listing Imperiled Species
The Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 

recently adopted new rules for the listing of imperiled species.  Florida’s 
list of protected species will now be made up of the categories- Feder-
ally Endangered, Federally Threatened, and Threatened.  Any species 
within the state that is protected under the U.S. Endangered Species 
Act (1973) will automatically be part of Florida’s list without further re-
view.  Species not currently protected under the endangered species act, 
but listed in Florida will be evaluated against the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) “vulnerable” criteria.  If a 
species meets any of the five criteria, it will be eligible for listing.  For 
species that do not meet the criteria a management plan will be written 
for that species prior to delisting.  Wildlife Habitat Management staff 
Chris Lechowicz and Amanda Bryant were recently involved with the 
biological review groups that evaluated species against the IUCN’s cri-
teria.  The review groups’ recommendations will be put into a report by 
FWC, then peer-reviewed before being voted on by the commissioners 
in the spring. 

Chris Lechowicz a Speaker at State 
Invasive Species Conference

Southwest Florida. The focus of his talk was on the more detrimental 
invasive herp species of the area as well as the impending threats of new 
species that are quickly approaching from the eastern and southern 
counties.

Invasive Conference -- Continued from left
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the Caloosahatchee, blaming dry conditions and lower 
Lake Okeechobee water levels.  Despite these conditions 
and  projections for a record drought, the only water 
restriction issued was a complete cut off of water for the 
Caloosahatchee river and estuary.  No other water short-
age orders -- let alone cut backs -- were ordered for any 
other users, not even  non-critical uses such as residen-
tial lawn watering.  

On Thursday, December 16, the Corps decided to 
discontinue lake releases to the Caloosahatchee estuary 
until further notice.  With this action, salinities have 
begun to creep upriver and have exceeded the tolerance 
of tapegrass causing it to die.  The last of the tape grass 
is now being overrun by a salinity-tolerant algae, bright 
green in the attached photo.  This was the first year we 
began to recover some areas of tapegrass.

Orange River/Caloosahatchee Tops Manatee Survey
Manatees need freshwater as well  and depend upon 

tapegrass in the upper estuary to survive the winter 
months.  On Friday, December 10, 2010, the Fort My-
ers Police Marine Unit reported the results of a manatee 
manatees in caloosahatcheecount that registered the high-
est congregation of manatees in the state at  the Florida 
Power & Light (FPL) power plant outfall in the Orange 
River, a tributary of the Caloosahatchee.  706 adults and 
46 calves were counted in Lee County for a total of 752 
individuals.    A few individuals were spotted in the Ca-
loosahatchee moving either up or down river.     The lack 
of tapegrass in the upper estuary causes manatees to travel 
up to 20 miles downstream to find food.  Statewide where 

calves could be counted they totaled approximately 6% of 
the total numbers.  Other areas surveyed include:

Canaveral Plant site:   +300
Hobe Sound:     59 adults + 5 calves = 64
Riviera:        328 adults + 17 calves = 345
Port Everglades:        153 adults + 11 calves = 164
Inland Lauderdale:      81 adults + 6 calves = 87

Low Water Levels Cause Lock Closures
Another consequence of low water levels in Lake O 

are impacts to navigation.  As a result of  projections that 
lake levels will continue to fall, the Corps has issued a No-
tice to Navigation Interests (NTN) alerting  the public to 
systematic lockage restrictions at W.P. Franklin Lock and 
Dam and the St. Lucie Lock and Dam when the lake level 
recedes below 12.5 feet-NGVD.  Watch our website for 
lake levels and access Corps notices to navigation.

Policy -- Continued from Page 6

Gopher tortoises -- Cont’d from pg 14

Manatees in Riviera, Florida.

The three categories are:  
• Active.  Active burrows are classified as having a clean apron 

(the mound of shell at the entrance of the burrow) 
• Inactive.  Inactive burrows may have a messy apron littered 

with leaves, roots, etc.
• Abandoned.  Abandoned burrows, which have been closed 

up completely or have clearly been taken over by other ani-
mals, such as armadillos.
This year we located 78 active and 25 inactive burrows on 

Frannie’s preserve and 53 active and 12 inactive burrows on 
Johnston’s Preserve.  It is estimated that during 2010 there were 
83 and 52 gopher tortoises on Frannie’s and Johnston preserves 
respectively, with a total of 228 tortoises on all SCCF lands sur-
veyed.  These numbers show an overall increase in tortoise num-
bers on Frannie’s and Johnston Preserves from 2009.

Wildflower Seeds Available
The nursery has recently added wildflower 

seeds to its inventory of native plant items for sale.  
Grown by the Florida Wildflower Seed Coopera-
tive members, eight species are currently available, 
including the ever-pop-
ular dune sunflower, 
gaillardia, and sunshine 
mimosa.  Packets are $3 
each and are enough to 
get a small planting es-
tablished.  Drop by and 
visit the nursery today 
to enhance your wild-
flower plantings!
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Joel Caouette Joins WHM Staff
Joel is originally from Cumber-

land, Rhode Island, he graduated 
from the University of Rhode Island 
in 2008 with a bachelor’s degree 
in Wildlife Conservation Biology.  
While attending URI, Joel volun-
teered on various bird projects with 
the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management Fish & 
Wildlife branch.  Some of the proj-
ects he participated in were wild tur-
key and ruffed grouse point counts as 
well as counts and behavioral surveys 
on Atlantic brant in eastern Narragan-
sett Bay.  In addition to volunteering 
with RIDEM, Joel completed two in-
dependent research projects, one on 
the effects of egg color vs. predation 
on ground nesting birds and another 
on seasonal phenology of avian spe-
cies at Great Swamp in Kingston, RI.

In the fall of ’08 Joel worked in 

Eureka, Utah and Little Sahara Na-
tional Recreation Area with the Uni-
versity of Utah as a research assistant 
on a small mammal Hanta Virus 
monitoring project.  There he aided in 
trapping and processing of specimens.

In March of ’09 Joel was hired by 
Wildlife Habitat Management as a 
Snowy Plover Technician monitoring 
and protecting the island’s Snowy Plo-
vers.  Joel also helped conduct other 
studies pertaining to the plovers such 
as beach habitat analysis, invertebrate 
monitoring, beach traffic surveys, 
and activity budgets on both chick 
and adult plovers.  Joel came back 
to Sanibel for the 2010 Snowy Plo-
ver season as the head technician; he 
then assumed Brad Smith’s shorebird 
responsibilities in Smith’s absence.

At the conclusion of the 2010 
plover season Joel stayed on staff to 
help with various ongoing projects at 

WHM such as fish and aquatic in-
vertebrate sampling and photo plot 
and gopher tortoise surveys.  Joel was 
hired on as a biologist/shorebird mon-
itoring coordinator in mid-October.  
Some of his future responsibilities 
will include coordination of future 
shorebird and other bird monitoring 
as well as participation in current and 
future departmental projects.

Seanna Berry 
I grew up with a love of plants 

and nature, tending my parents’ vege-
table and flower gardens in Ohio and 
traveling in the summers to national 
parks all over the U.S.  After moving 
to Boston, I graduated from the Uni-

versity of Massachusetts with a degree 
in Earth and Geographic Sciences, 
focusing on promoting green spaces 
and community gardening in cities.  
I got very involved in the local food 
movement there, and volunteered at 
a local urban farm and at a CSA.  It 
was while clearing a plot for a garden 
in Boston that I encountered my first 
invasive species, the Japanese Knot-
weed. Luckily, the New England 
Wildflower Society offered classes on 
native plant horticulture and inva-
sive species removal, which sparked 
my interest in native plants. I most 
recently worked as an environmental 
educator for two years at a therapeu-
tic farm and wilderness ranch in the 
Green Mountains of Vermont.  This 
summer I traveled in Alaska and 
Hawaii, volunteering on farms and 
camping.  While exploring the beau-
ty of Sanibel Island this winter and 

learning about south Florida’s native 
plants, I will be applying to graduate 
schools to further study environmen-
tal science and ecological restoration.

Tim Perez
My appetite for botany is firmly 

New Staff and Interns

Native Plant Nursery Hosts Two Interns
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on your own at tHe nature center

Butterfly House 
Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.

Human uses of florida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

walking trails & oBservation tower

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.

SCCF and Captiva Cruises have been awarded a 
$2,500  Public Outreach Grant from the Charlotte Har-
bor National Estuary Program (CHNEP) for their coop-
erative “No Child Left On Shore” Environmental Educa-
tion Outreach Project.  

 Cuts in public funding for school environmental 
education field trips, as well as logistical and other con-
straints, have drastically reduced the number of students 
and residential youth of Southwest Florida who can ex-
perience for them selves the importance of our coastal 
resources.  The “No Child Left On Shore” initiative has 
already provided boat excursions and experiential envi-
ronmental education field trips for teenagers of The Im-
mokalee Foundation, youth of the Dunbar area of Fort 

Myers participating in a YMCA program and school age 
children from the Brightest Horizons Child Development 
Center in the Harlem Heights section of Fort Myers.  

For many of these children it was their first experi-
ence on a boat and being able to see and observe why our 
coastal resources are so important.  This public funding 
will help us provide additional youth of Southwest Flor-
ida with this incredible opportunity.  We are also seek-
ing help from private individuals and local businesses to 
match grants from public sources.  

Additional information about the “No Child Left On 
Shore” Environmental Education Outreach Project may 
be obtained by calling Captiva Cruises’ Richard Finkel at 
472-5300.

SCCF & Captiva Cruises Awarded Grant for Outreach Project

Photo by John Kiseda of a Florida cooter laying eggs.  
Taken on November 18th on the garden trail at Ruten-
burg Park.

rooted in the fertile soil of childhood.  The summers I 
spent visiting my grandparents in Starboard, Maine, usu-
ally consisted of chores… and adventures. Unlike the 
trimming of pines trees or mowing of grass, hikes and 
traipses through the woods always captivated my mind.  
One cold, sunless, fog-saturated day (yes, in summer) I 
wandered into a particular forest carpeted with lime-green 
sphagnum moss and towering balsam firs swaying in the 
ocean breeze. I felt overwhelmed with awe and inspira-
tion, like a pilgrim entering one of nature’s cathedrals. 
This feeling, among other influences, led me to a B.S. in 
botany from the University  of Vermont. 

Now, with new understanding, nature’s beauty still 
excites me.  My summer exploring Idaho’s flora invigo-
rated my adventuresome spirit while providing practical 
experience with plant ecology. While I discover Floridian 
botanicals through a horticultural lens as a Native Plant 
Nursery Intern, I foresee boundless opportunities to nur-
ture the roots of my childhood curiosity and bask in the 
experience SCCF provides.

Interns -- Continued from left
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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February 2011

SCCF MeMber update
Why Should SCCF Save the Bailey Family Homestead?

$2.6 million

By Cheryl Giattini, Campaign Coordinator
Well, there are different reasons that appeal 

to different people. Some of our members are 
excited by the prospect of telling the story of the 
islands’ conservation history at the 1896 Bailey 
Family home. Others are thrilled to know there 
will be a satellite Native Plant Nursery closer 
to their East End and off-island homes. Many 
look forward to hiking the upland trail. Some 
even dream of the day that a Marine Science 
Center can be located near the historic home.

But for most of our members, the #1 
reason to save the Bailey Family Homestead is 
clear… we have to do it for the critters.

The 28.3-acre property includes 15.22 
acres of upland habitat, vital to bobcats, 
gopher tortoises, marsh rabbits and resident 
and migratory songbirds. Beyond that are 
freshwater interior wetlands so important for 
wading birds and other wildlife.

The single greatest revelation about the 
Bailey Family Homestead was hiding in plain 
sight. Preserving it completes what we’re calling 
the Northern Sanibel Wildlife Corridor. There 
is a continuous habitat corridor running from 
the end of the J.N. “Ding” Darling National 
Wildlife Refuge, through SCCF and City-
owned conservation lands, ending at the Pond 
Apple Park at the causeway. The Bailey land is 
directly on that corridor so essential for bobcats 
and other species to roam. 

Please consider making a gift, perhaps even 
a second gift, to the $5.3 million fundraising 
campaign. Making that gift or pledge before 
March 31st might even result in doubling 
its value thanks to the Shipley Foundation 
Challenge Grant.

To contribute to the campaign or learn 
more, please call Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 
or visit www.sccf.org.

Acquisition of the 28.3-acre Bailey Family Homestead would conserve a “Northern Sanibel Wildlife Corridor” and essential 
habitat for bobcats and other species.

See Page 11 for Habitat Management staff preliminary plans for habitat restoration.  See Page 4 
for a special Feb. 21 Open House event, with Erick Lindblad leading a carpooled group to the edge 
of the Bailey property to talk about our habitat restoration plans (if we raise the $5.3 million).
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This year’s EvCo conference lived up to its theme, Re-
newal of Life for the Everglades:  Moving Forward Together, 
with significant announcements that build on partnering 
between the Federal and State partners.  Federal leaders 
who attended the conference and spoke in support of these 
renewed partnerships included U.S. Senator Bill Nelson, 
U.S. Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, Assistant Secretary of 
the Army for Civil Works Jo-Ellen Darcy, Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Regional Administrator Gwen-
dolyn Keyes Fleming, Deputy Secretary of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Ann Mills and former U.S. Sena-
tor and former Florida Governor Bob Graham.  

A New National Wildlife Refuge
On the Federal level, U.S. Interior Secretary Ken 

Salazar  announced the creation of a 150,000-acre Ev-
erglades Headwaters National Wildlife Refuge, roughly 
extending south from Orlando to Lake Okeechobee (the 
proposed area actually begins south of Orlando and ends 
north of Lake Okeechobee).  The plan calls for the federal 
government to purchase 50,000 acres, with the remain-
ing 100,000 acres of private land to be protected through 
conservation easements.  The Refuge plan is comple-
mentary to the 2010 USDA Wetland Reserve Program 
acquisition of 26,000 acres in the headwaters of the Fish-
eating Creek watershed.  Together these programs are an 
important complement to the ongoing restoration of the 
Kissimmee River and will provide needed water storage, 
habitat restoration, aquifer recharge and water treatment 
for water flowing into Lake Okeechobee.

Tamiami Trail Bridge Expansion
Continuing the theme of moving forward togeth-

er, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Jacksonville District 
Commander, Colonel Alfred A. Pantano, Jr., committed 
to work on a new and streamlined federal process to get 
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) and 

Everglades projects to the construction phase sooner.  On 
that note, he announced that the Corps is recommending 
additional bridging of 5.5 miles of the Tamiami Trail.  

Vision for a Wildlife Corridor Linking 
Florida & Georgia

The Florida Wildlife Corridor project is an exciting 
new initiative that was presented at the conference.  It is 
a vision to connect, protect and restore natural ecosys-
tems between the Everglades and Georgia.  The Florida 
Ecological Greenways Network has identified priority  
landscape connections based on radio tracking of Florida 
black bear and panther movements throughout the pen-
insula.  The corridor would connect existing greenway 
projects including the Ocala to Osceola greenway and the 
Fisheating Creek to Ocala greenways with proposed land-
scape connections south toward the Everglades to form a 
cohesive peninsular corridor.   To learn more about this 
exciting project and how the public can become involved 
visit:  www.floridawildlifecorridor.org.

Natural Resource Policy:  2011 Everglades Coalition Conference
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
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Water:  Focus of the Florida De-
partment of Agriculture

The newly elected  Florida Com-
missioner  of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services, Adam Putnam, com-
mitted his support for restoration 
through partnerships working on 
causes shared by agriculture and the 
environment. He believes that the big-
gest issue facing our state is the quality 
and quantity of water which, he said, 
is as great a concern to agriculture as 
it is to environmental advocates.  One 
of his first priorities is to create an of-
fice of Energy and Water to address 
water policy, growth, land use, and 
increasing farm-to-fuel initiatives such 
as biofuel.  He is committed to retain-
ing the economic productivity of rural 
and agricultural lands, and announced 
his intent to establish an environmen-
tal working group to identify farming 
opportunities for Florida. 

House Select Committee on Wa-
ter Policy

Florida Representative Trudi Wil-
liams, who represents Fort Myers, 
and Carol Wehle, South Florida Wa-
ter Management District (SFWMD) 
Executive Director, participated on 
a State Policy Panel and echoed the 
need for addressing water regulation.  
This year Representative Williams 
has been tapped to serve as the Chair 
of the House Select Committee on 
Water Policy as well as the House Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources Ap-
propriations Subcommittee.  These 
powerful committees will be central 
to addressing local as well as state-

wide concerns over water quality and 
quality.  This year promises to be a 
challenge for natural resource and 
water policy, with a completely new 
administration in Tallahassee and re-
cord budget shortfalls.  These will be 
a major focus of our efforts.  Wasting 
no time on her new assignment, Rep. 
Williams has asked for our water pol-
icy priorities by January 25th.    We’ll 
post our priorities on our website.  

SCCF Moderates Panel on Nu-
meric Nutrient Criteria

SCCF Natural Resource Policy 
Director, Rae Ann Wessel, moderated 
a Plenary panel on Clean Water for the 
Everglades with a focus on Numeric 
Nutrient Criteria, Designated Uses, 
stormwater and the federal lawsuits  
(Gold and Moreno) that threaten plans 
for Everglades restoration.  Panelist 
Bob Perciasepe, Deputy Administrator 
for U.S. EPA from Washington, DC,  
joined Everglades Coalition member 
panelists Charles Lee from Audubon, 
David Guest from Earthjustice, and 
Jennifer Hecker from the Conservan-
cy of Soutwest Florida.  Former Sec-
retary of the Interior (and outspoken 
Everglades advocate) Nathaniel Reed 
stated he feels these issues are so cen-
tral they should be the topic of a PBS 
special program.  

Ray Judah Awarded
The conference closing was high-

lighted with an award to Lee County 
Commissioner Ray Judah, whose hard 
work was recognized with the James 
D. Webb award, which is given each 

year to a public official who has made 
an outstanding contribution to the 
Everglades.  Commissioner Judah has 
been an outspoken advocate for our 
Caloosahatchee, estuary and the U.S. 
Sugar land purchase, which holds the 
key to restoring our estuary by return-
ing excess flows from Lake Okeechobee 
south (where they went historically) 
rather than down the Caloosahatchee.    
James D. Webb worked as the Florida 
representive of the Wilderness Society 
from 1986 to 1995 and was instrumen-

Continued on Page 4

Above:  Rae Ann Wessel with Senator 
Bob Graham.  Below left:  Rae Ann 
moderated a panel on Numeric Nutri-
ent Critera.  Below right:  Lee County 
Commissioner Ray Judah accepting the 
James D. Webb award.:
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tal in expanding Everglades National Park and the Big Cy-
press National Preserve.

Bob Graham Homework Assignment
In addition to a moving talk about the Everglades’ 

future and fallout from the oil spill, former Senator Bob 
Graham “graded” us on the homework he had issued at 
the 2008 Conference held on Captiva.   

One challenge he prioritized was growing genera-
tional support for Everglades restoration and protection.  
Observing the 50 students in the audience a this year’s 
conference he issued a passing grade for our efforts, which 
need to continue to grow broad support from all sectors 
of the population.   

On the effort to reach out to get more Americans into 
the Everglades and involve new constituencies, involv-
ing business and non-traditional audiences, he gave us 
a passing grade with the development of the Everglades 
Trail and 21 sites from which to explore. (http://www.ev-
ergladestrail.org/)

Securing Federal funding is an assignment that has 
made tremendous progress with the start of the Tamiami 
Trail, groundbreaking of the Picayune Strand, and Bis-
cayne Bay Coastal Wetlands.  This progress, together with 
recent acquisition of 26,000 acres through the USDA 
Wetland Reserve Program and announcement of the new 
National Wildlife Refuge, earned a passing grade.

Also meeting with his approval are district-wide efforts 
to conserve and recycle water and the effort to get the Ever-
glades back on the Most Endangered World Heritage Sites. 

For the coming year he issued the following home-
work priorities: 

1. Push for WRDA bill  to fund needed projects
2. Develop a strategy to educate new leaders
3. Mobilize the business community in support of ever-

glades restoration
4. Improve efforts to communicate progress on Ever-

glades to build support for upcoming projects   

SFWMD and Army Corps Cut Off Caloosa-
hatchee Water Supply

On Thursday January 13, 2011, the SFWMD Gov-
erning Board voted 5-2 to recommend that the Corps 
of Engineers cut off needed freshwater flows to the Ca-
loosahatchee, blaming dry conditions and lower Lake 
Okeechobee water levels.  Despite these conditions and  
projections for a record drought, the only water restric-
tion issued was a complete cut-off of water for the Ca-
loosahatchee river and estuary.  No other water shortage 
orders — let alone cut backs — were ordered for any oth-
er users, not even for noncritical uses such as residential 
lawn watering.  Following the District recommendation, 
the Army Corps of Engineers continues to hold back wa-
ter from the Caloosahatchee.  

To date the SFWMD has not been able to provide us 
the water budget of the Lake Okeechobee Service Area 
(LOSA) to show how much water is available and how 
it is allocated.  Yet last year the SFWMD issued 20-year 
permits for 2.18 million acre feet of water, which protects 
that volume of water solely for  permitted users. 

In 2001 the SFWMD adopted a rule to set a minimum 
flow and level (MFL) for the estuary to protect the estuary 
from high salinities and the upper river from stagnation and 

Policy -- Continued from Page 3

SCCF’s 43rd Annual Open House on Presidents Day, Feb. 21
Highlights of SCCF’s 43rd Annual Open House 

include live animal exhibits, hot dogs and the ever 
popular Nature Sounds Contest which begins at 
11:45.   Open House begins at 11 a.m. on Presidents 
Day, Monday, February 21 and runs til 2 p.m. 

This year, prior to the official Open House there 
will be a field trip to the edge of the Bailey Home-
stead will enlighten people to the challenges faced in 
habitat restoration should the SCCF fund drive be 
successful.  Dangling tendrils of air potato can be seen 
from the City’s Roadside Park side of the property. This 
special opportunity will be lead by Erick Lindblad. For 
the sake of car pooling, people going on the field trip 

are asked to gather in SCCF’s parking lot at 9:30 a.m. 
The United Nations Environment Program de-

clared 2011 the Year of the Forest.  In celebration, the 
Native Plant Nursery and the Monday morning Weeds 
‘n Seeds crew will be focusing on activities and displays 
of trees, fruits, seeds, bark and nuts. 

For many, Presidents Day is a school holiday.  
Friends, parents and grandparents may want to intro-
duce people to SCCF -- and this is a perfect opportu-
nity as staff from all areas of SCCF will be on hand. 

Don’t forget to practice your hoot, howl, cluck and 
trill. Adults have as much fun as the kids in the crazy 
Nature Sounds Contest, where everyone is a winner.

Continued on Page 6
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Bailey Homestead Project

Have you noticed the 1,000 feet of yellow rope on Peri-
winkle Way? This program, presented in SCCF’s Nature 
Center, will update people on the progress made in rais-
ing funds for the acquisition and habitat restoration of the 
Bailey Homestead; restoration of the Bailey Family Home 
and for SCCF’s Conservation Work for our islands.  This 
is an opportunity to learn more about preliminary plans 
if SCCF has success in this endeavor.  Come learn about 
the fantastic potential for this northern wildlife corridor 
on Sanibel.  Tuesday, February 22, 2 p.m.  Free.

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range.  No one knows how many 
bobcats there are on Sanibel and Captiva but according 
to the book this adaptable feline’s ability to survive close 
to humans is one of the reasons for the bobcat’s success.  
Rats and mice can make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
To learn more about the biology and society of this shy 
feline that moves so peacefully among us, you are invited 
to attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, February 9 and 
February 23 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of 
the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free.

Butterfly House tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.
 

caloosaHatcHee oxBow & riverlore cruise

Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosa-
hatchee on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy 
Director Rae Ann Wessel, a long-time river advocate.  Rae 
Ann is a river researcher, aquatic ecologist and historian.  
Follow the river back to a time when a waterfall served as 
the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved 
living amongst the wilderness.  Sunday, February 13 from 

1 - 3:30 p.m.  Meet at Franklin Lock & Dam on the public 
use area off SR 80.  Space is limited. Reservations required.  
$40 per person.  For more info call 472-2329

crocodile rememBered

It has been a year since we all gathered to toast and re-
member the passing of the our beautiful, eleven foot eight 
inch long crocodile.  The photo we signed is now up on 
the auditorium wall for viewing. The copy of the Janie 
Howland’s crocodile home video is copied and she is 
ready to do an encore performance.   Join Janie and Dee 
Serage-Century for this crocodile remembrance and learn  
more about saltwater crocodiles.  Friday, February 18 at 
10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members 
and children attending for free.

crocodiles of florida

Sign up early for the “Crocodiles of Florida” program pre-
sented by Lindsey Hord of the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission.  Lindsey is in charge of the 
state’s alligator management program and coordinates 
the nuisance alligator program.  He is pictured below in 
1986 relocating Sanibel’s long-time crocodile to Collier 
Seminole State Park.  (The crocodile found her way back 
to Sanibel following this 1986 relocation, living on the 
island for years before she was found dead on SCCF’s 
Center Tract Preserve in January 2010).  This summer 
he released the new island crocodile into “Ding” Darling.  
The program is on Friday, March 4 at 10 a.m.  Reservations 
required, the cost for everyone is $10.  This will fill up fast! 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF February 2011 Program Schedule

Continued on Page 6
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SCCF February 2011 Program Schedule
 dolPHin and wildlife adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

Gator tales

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. 
Florida’s history of gators and humans are closely inter-
twined. To learn about these fascinating creatures and 
what we must do to ensure our safety and their survival 
on the islands please attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesdays, 
February 16 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center. Call 472-
2329 for more information.

Get a Plan

The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems. This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and 
the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded 
the preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural 
resources we all enjoy today.  Join us on Tuesday, February 
15 at 2 p.m. to hear more about the City that almost wasn’t 
and the work that led to its conservation. $5 for non-members

GoPHer tortoise lives

The Naples Preserve is a small area of city-owned upland 
ecosystems (scrub, pine flatwoods, dry prairie) accessed 
by a boardwalk and surrounded by urban and suburban 
landscapes.  The City of Naples was permitted by FWC 
to receive ten mature tortoises there and these were relo-
cated to the Naples Preserve in April 2008. Since then the 
tortoise population has grown through illegal dropoffs and 
two years of reproduction.  Currently, the population ap-
pears to be thriving,   The volunteer staff of the preserve 

is permitted to research the tortoises and has documented 
their life activities such as burrowing, feeding, fighting, 
courtship, mating, growth rates and changing morphology 
of hatchlings.  Research methods 
include marking of tortoises, map-
ping of burrows, systematic note-
taking, recurrent measurements of 
weight and dimensions, photogra-
phy and videography.  An image 
and video-rich powerpoint synthe-
sizes the preliminary results of this 
research.  Speaking will be the team 
leader, Rebecca Speer, who brings 
a long-time interest in herpetology to the project includ-
ing training by the late Ray Ashton, a leading authority on 
tortoise biology.  Her collaborators include Florida Master 
Naturalists who bring basic skills in computer graphics as 
well as a diversity of science training and experience.  Fri-
day, February 25 at 10 a.m.  Cost is $5 per adult, with mem-
bers and children free.

Human uses of florida native Plants

On Tuesdays at 10 a.m., a volunteer will be in the teaching 
shelter by the Ethnobotany Garden, making baskets from 
native fibers.  Stop by and ask questions and then take a 
self-guided tour the garden.  Did you know that Henry 
Ford stuffed the seats of his cars with the air plant, Spanish 
moss, or that Thomas Edison used the giant native Seaside 
Goldenrod for electrical conductivity experiments?  Calu-
sa fishermen of the past used the poisonous saponins in 
certain native plants to harvest their fish.  Tuesdays at 10 
a.m.in the Teaching Shelter by the Ethnobotay Garden. 

oPen House

Highlights of SCCF’s 43rd Annual Open House include 
live animal exhibits, hot dogs and the ever popular Nature 
Sounds Contest (which begins at 11:45 a.m.) The Native 
Plant Nursery and the Monday morning Weeds ‘n Seeds 

Policy -- Continued from Page 4
algal blooms.  However in five of the past nine years since the 
rule was adopted, the river has not received enough water to 
meet the minimum level of flow. So public resources like the 
estuary have no protected water supply and no leverage to 
assure that public water is used for public resources.  Instead, 
month after month the Caloosahatchee gets unilaterally cut 
off from water in the dry season — and then dumped on in 
the wet season.  The solution to dry season releases is a reser-
vation of water which we have been working to achieve for 
the past 10 years.  No permitted users have had to wait to get 
their permits and allocation protected.

One big question is how Florida’s new governor, Rick 
Scott, and cabinet will view Everglades restoration and address 

water policy.  One of the first actions of the new Governor was 
to issue Executive Order Number 11-01 that requires all new 
rulemaking be approved by a new Office of Fiscal Account-
ability and Regulatory Reform. This will affect efforts to get 
a Reservation of water and an updated MFL to provide mini-
mum flows to the Caloosahatchee and estuary. 

The real crime here is that providing low flows is a man-
agement/policy decision that requires no funding, construc-
tion or other authorizations.  The equity (or inequity) of 
sharing resources between all users is the only thing at stake.  
In contrast, addressing high flows requires construction of 
infrastructure to capture, store and treat excess water and 
that requires Congressional authorizations, funding, and sig-
nificant capital to achieve and years to build.
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crew will be focusing on activities and displays of trees, 
fruits, seeds, bark and nuts.   
This year, prior to the official Open House, there will be a 
field trip to the edge of the Bailey Homestead, where you 
will have the opportunity to learn about the challenges 
faced in habitat restoration should the SCCF fund drive 
be successful.  Dangling tendrils of air potato can be seen 
from the City’s Roadside Park side of the property. This 
special opportunity will be lead by Erick Lindblad.  For 
the sake of car pooling, people going on the field trip are 
asked to gather in SCCF’s parking lot at 9:30 a.m.
Open House is a perfect opportunity to introduce friends 
and family to SCCF, as staff from all areas will be on hand.  
Presidents Day, Monday, February 21 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

owl tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  There 
is a nest box on the side of the SCCF nature center where 
Barn owls have nested off and on since 1980.. will they 
return this year?  Island Screech owls are in the court-
ing phase with males guarding territory and calling to 
females.   On Wednesday, February 2 at 10 a.m. you are 
invited to SCCF to learn more about the “Owls of Sanibel 
and Captiva.”  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF 
members and children attending for free. 

sailinG under tHe stars

Linger out on the water, sail under the stars and enjoy an 
introduction to our night sky.  Planets, stars and constel-
lations will be identified along the way.  Mythology and 
mysteries of the universe will be appreciated under the 
magic of the night sky.  Join us and share in the universal 
and timeless fascination of our night skies.   Sailing under 
the Stars will be offered on Thursday’s and Saturday’s and 
will last approximately one and a half hours.  Times, cost, 
reservations and additional information may be obtained by 
calling Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.

sea turtles in tHe summer of tHe oil sPill

“Sea turtles in the Summer of the Oil Spill” by Amanda 
Bryant, SCCF Sea Turtle Coordinator, reviews the types 
of sea turtles found on the islands, their nesting habits, life 
expectancy, and why the summer of 2010 was different.  
Tuesday, February 15 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free. 

snowy Plovers

Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 

survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Those who 
wish to can carpool to the beach following the program to 
see some snowy plovers.  Thursday, February 17 at 10 a.m. 
in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free. 

terraPins of tHe manGroves

Herpetologist Chris Lechowicz, also Director for SCCF’s 
Wildlife Habitat Management, has been observing ornate 
diamond backed terrapins in local mangroves for close to 
eight years now and he plans to pursue future research 
on this species.  In short he is our resident expert on this 
saltwater species of turtle.  Come and learn more about 
this new species of focus for SCCF.  Friday, February 4 at 
10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members 
and children attending for free. 

SCCF February 2011 Program Schedule
BirdinG at tHe Preserves

Join experienced birders on Friday morning outings to 
preserves owned and managed by SCCF.  Both new 
and experienced birders will enjoy a variety of birds in 
a diversity of wildlife habitats.  Botany enthusiasts are 
also welcome to help identify plants along the trails.  All 
walks begin at 8 a.m, but the locations do vary.  Walks 
are free for members and non-members.  Upcoming 
schedule:
 February 4 at Periwinkle Preserve
 February 11 at SCCF/Center Tract
 February 18 at West Sanibel River Preserve
 February 25 at Pick Preserve
Periwinkle Preserve:  Meet in the Community Church 

parking lot across the street—short walk to trail.
Pick Preserve -- Located across Sanibel-Captiva Road 

from the Recreation Center and The Sanibel School.  
Meet in the parking lot at the Recreation Center. 
Park at the end near the ball fields.

SCCF/Center Tract:  Located at SCCF’s Nature Center on 
Sanibel-Captiva Road, one mile west of Tarpon Bay Road.

West Sanibel River Preserve -- Meet at the Legion (on the 
San-Cap Road) at 8 a.m.

Continued on Page 8
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trails and tales

Tales and Trails is a result of a coalition comprised of SCCF, 
CROW, Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum, J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge and the Sanibel Historical 
Village & Museum to present a comprehensive overview of 
the five island organizations. The hour-long presentation 
originates at the Refuge at 9:30 a.m. the first Wednesday 
of each month. After attending the orientation participants 
are encouraged to visit each of the coalition members’ mu-
seum or nature center.  Attendees who then come to SCCF 
will be eligible for special incentives such as a coupon for 
25% off of a Captiva Cruises excursion. This program is 
a great way to get a condensed version of community ef-
forts to conserve and preserve the very special places we 
call Sanibel and Captiva. Wednesday, February 5 at 9:30 
a.m. Program is free of charge, registration required. Please 
register using the Sanibel Trails and Tales official website:  
www.sanibeltrailsandtales.com/meet.php 

trail walks: exPlore saniBel’s interior wetlands

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it seill has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  This Everglades-like 
ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants and animals.  
Join us for a guided walk through the interior wetlands 
and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract with discus-
sion of native habitats, natural and cultural history and 
preservation efforts.  Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 11 a.m. and also on Wednesdays at 2 p.m.  Meet 
at the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for non-
members; free to members and children.

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about 
the life cycles and habits of the sea turtles 
and shorebirds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what 
we are doing to protect them.  Meet at 
the Nature Center for a talk and touch 
tank program.  You will also learn about 

the forces that shape the beach habitat and other local ma-
rine life.  Following the presentation, carpool to an island 
beach to learn more.  Thursdays, February 3, 10 and 24 (no 
Turtle Tracks on February 17) at 9 a.m.  Meet at the Nature 
Center.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

turtles, tortoises and terraPins

The Nature Center now has a tank with live hatchlings 
of peninsula cooter, Florida softshell, red-eared and yel-
low-bellied sliders and mud turtles.  Bring in the grand-
kids.  And a new addition is a beautiful species, the or-
nate diamondback terrapin, featured in a new 220-gallon 
tank.  This saltwater species lives in the brackish water of 

the mangrove creeks where they forage on shrimp, fiddler 
crabs, and anything else they can dig up.  Join us on Tues-
days, February 8 and 22 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
with members and children free.

weeds and seeds

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, visit-
ing different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, and 
are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group will 
meet at the Nature Center porch  Depending on the loca-
tion visited, you may need parking money.  Please bring 
a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed shoes 
with socks. For further information, please call Candice 
Ethridge at 395-9498.  There will be no Weeds and Seeds 
on February 21, the day of Open House.  Mondays at 
8:45 a.m., meet at the Nature Center porch.  Walks are free 
but donations to SCCF are welcome. 

sccf wildlife tour witH dinner at tHe dunes

Alligators, eagles, wading birds, maybe even a crocodile 
will be on the front side of dinner at the Dunes this win-
ter.  With all those lakes, golf courses attract wildlife that 
is easily observable.  A forty five minute wildlife tour by 
golf cart will be lead by an interpreter from SCCF.  Din-
ner in the club house will follow.   The wildlife tour leaves 
from the clubhouse at 4:30 on Thursdays, February 10 and 
24.  Reservations are required, please call the Dunes at 472-
3355 and ask for Julayne.  Cost including tax and tip is $30.  
Please call Dee at 472-2329 for more info.

Help SCCF and Have Lunch or Dinner on Captiva
Stilwell Enterprises donated $50 certificates re-

deemable at five restaurants – R.C. Otters, Cantina 
Captiva, Keylime Bistro, Sunshine Seafood Café both 
on Captiva and the Fort Myers located on the corner of 
Gladiolus and Winkler. 

Every penny of each $50 certificate sold goes di-
rectly to the campaign to Preserve the Past and protect 
the Future. These vouchers are valid through Decem-
ber 2011 and can be purchased at SCCF’s Native Plant 
Nursery. If you expect to dine at any of these locations 
in the next year or give a gift to a friend, why not enjoy 
a delicious meal and at the same to give a gift to SCCF?  
For questions call Kristie at 472-2329.

SCCF February 2011 Program Schedule

save tHe date!
The 19th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament will be 

held on April 8, 9 and 10, 2011 at The Dunes Golf & 
Tennis Club.  The opening cocktail party will be at 6 

p.m.  on Friday Evening, April 8 at SCCF
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SCCF has taken a leap into the social media world with 
Facebook and Flickr.  Keep up-to-date with our events, lo-
cal press, and other happenings by liking us on Facebook.  
You can find our page by simply searching for SCCF with-
in Facebook or by going directly to:  http://www.facebook.
com/#!/SanibelCaptivaConservationFoundation

We have also created a group within the photo shar-
ing site Flickr.  Join us in celebrating SCCF’s conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and Captiva by contributing your 

beautiful and eye-catching photos! Do you have a great 
shot of flora or fauna on SCCF property?  A picture of 
your family on an SCCF field trip?  A snapshot of SCCF 
volunteers?  Help us to create a visual montage of what 
SCCF is all about.  Find us on Flickr by searching for 
SCCF under “groups” or directly at: http://www.flickr.
com/groups/sanibelcaptivaconservationfoundation/

We can’t wait to see your pictures on Flickr, and be 
sure to follow us on Facebook!

Marine Lab:  Lab Hosted Oyster Reef Restoration Group Last Fall

Visit SCCF on Facebook and Flickr

In October, SCCF’s Marine Lab hosted a group of 
international experts (including Lab Director Dr. Loren 
Coen) whose expertise included oyster reef ecology and 
related restoration for a workshop sponsored by The Na-
ture Conservancy’s Global Marine Initiative group.  The 
three-day workshop included a reception at the Bailey-
Matthews Shell Museum, and a field excursion into Tar-
pon Bay to visit some of our local intertidal oyster reefs.  
Last year, The Nature Conservancy (and more recently 
in BioScience, the prestigious journal of the American In-
stitute of Biological Sciences) published the results of a 
study of oyster reef habitats worldwide (Dr. Coen was part 
of this group).  The TNC group’s goal is to develop and 
test new approaches for setting restoration goals for oyster 
reefs in estuaries around the U.S.  This includes sampling 
approaches and the related development of mathematical 
models that can be used to estimate “ecosystem services” 
associated with oyster reefs.  Seagrasses, for comparison, 
provide over $20,000 per acre per year in various eco-

system services.  Oysters filter water (1 gallon of water 
per hour, removing sediment, nitrogen and phosphorus 
and carbon), create habitat and protect shorelines from 
erosion, among other services.  Quantifying the value of 
ecosystems can help provide a way of supporting the pro-
tection and restoration of habitats as well as measuring 
apples and oranges when there are competing funding 
priorities.  This working group will be looking at several 
specific services provided to the environment by oyster 
reefs, including water filtration, nitrogen removal and fish 
production around oyster reefs.  This work is funded in 
part by the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA) through the National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation, and the results could help to prioritize deci-
sions made by these and other funding agencies.  

SCCF has been working on oyster reef restoration in 
Clam Bayou over the past year, and will be seeking addi-
tional funding to expand this work in Tarpon Bay as well 
as elsewhere around the islands.
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As 2011 gets under way, the Wildlife Habitat Manage-
ment program (WHM) staff is preparing for changes to 
existing wildlife projects and for the beginning of new ones.  

First, the Snowy Plover Project will be altering its area 
of focus to Sanibel only.  After completing the four-season 
project (2007-2010) monitoring behavioral activities of 
Snowy Plovers (Charadrius alexandrinus) on Cayo Costa, 
we will concentrate all efforts on Sanibel.  The project 
will also expand its efforts to include Wilson’s Plovers 
(C. wilsonia) and Least Terns (Sternula antillarum).  Joel 
Caouette, our new fulltime biologist and shorebird coor-
dinator, will be overseeing this project and its volunteers. 

Second, small mammal trapping for Sanibel Rice Rats 
(Oryzomys palustris sanibeli) will be revamped by alter-
ing some of the trapping locations.  We will also plan to 
experiment with different baits to increase our trapping 
success.  There is an increased interest in this species by 
the Florida Fish &Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC).  After our participation and contributions to the 
Florida Imperiled Species meetings late last year, it was 
decided that this species meets the criteria of a Threatened 
species in Florida.

Third, Amanda Bryant, biologist and sea turtle pro-
gram coordinator, will begin her graduate work on the 
bobcats (Lynx rufus) of Sanibel and Captiva Islands. The 

first part of the study, a diet analysis, will begin this year.  
It involves collecting bobcat scat and identifying prey re-
mains.  A series of remotely triggered cameras will be de-
ployed to identify individual bobcats and obtain a popu-
lation estimate.

We will also be conducting several herpetological sur-
veys on the island. 
• We will be added to the Southwest Florida Frog Mon-

itoring Network and will be conducting summer frog 
call surveys. 

• Drift fence sampling will take place during the spring 
in two locations on SCCF lands. 

• We will also start a project sampling the aquatic tur-
tles of temporary wetlands. 
The turtle sampling project arose after the exciting re-

discovery of the Florida chicken turtle (Deirochelys reticular-
ia chrysea) on the island in late 2009 and the current inter-
est in mud turtle (Kinosternon sp.) populations throughout 
the state by FWC at the Imperiled Species meetings.  

Gopher tortoise surveys will take place in October (as 
usual).  However our burrow marking system is currently 
being updated and streamlined with more visible stakes and 
markers.  Of course, sea turtle monitoring will take place 
during the normal time period between May and October.

Fish and macro-invertebrate sampling will remain the 
same. The monthly sampling protocol is dependent upon 
rainfall.  Recently, sampling could not begin in most areas 
until August or September, when there was enough water 
in the Sanibel River to fill up the swales and allow fish 
to enter the wetlands.  We still have not documented the 
exotic Mayan Cichlid (Cichlasoma urophthalmus) in the 
Sanibel River, west of Tarpon Bay Road.  We have cap-
tured this species every season (east of Tarpon Bay Road) 
since its discovery in 2008.  We hypothesize that the spe-
cies has not made it over the control structure at Tarpon 
Bay Road due to low river levels over the past few years.

From our limited trail and road preparation on the Bai-
ley Property, we have noticed the great potential for both 
restoration and research projects.  With the successful ac-
quisition of the Bailey Property, the fauna of Sanibel will 
continue to have an uninterrupted corridor of wildlands 
(over one mile without roads) from Bailey Road (near the 
causeway) to Dixie Beach Road.  Our department is very 
anxious to conduct preliminary wildlife surveys on the Bai-
ley property to document what species currently exist and 
then what species will move in after restoration.

Wildlife Habitat Management: 2011 Wildlife Monitoring
By Chris Lechowicz, Wildlife Habitat Management Director

Biologist Amanda Bryant shows a group of children how we 
weigh and measure captured mammals at the Pick Preserve.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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March 2011

SccF MeMber Update
Bailey Campaign Approaching $3 Million Mark

SCCF’s “Honoring the Past - 
Protecting the Future” $5.3 million 
campaign to acquire the Bailey fam-
ily homestead is approaching the $3 
million mark.

“We are very pleased to be half-
way to our goal,” said Erick Lind-
blad, SCCF executive director.  
“The momentum generated by the 
unprecedented $500,000 Shipley 
Foundation Challenge Grant has 
been very gratifying. “

The most recent and extraordi-
nary major gift to the campaign was 
a $300,000 pledge presented by the 
Frank and Carol Morsani Foundation 
for the acquisition of the land along the 
Northern Sanibel Wildlife Corridor.

“Preserving that land as wildlife 
habitat is more important than just the 
size of the homestead would suggest,” 
said Morsani, who with his wife Carol 
has supported earlier SCCF land acqui-
sitions. “With the Bailey Homestead 
preserved, there will be a continuous 
wildlife corridor stretching from the 
causeway all the way to the end of the 
‘Ding’ Darling Refuge at Wulfert Road. 
Wildlife habitat, and the birds and ani-
mals it supports, are what makes Sani-
bel such a special place.”

“We are just overwhelmed by 
the Morsani family’s generosity,” 
said SCCF Executive Director Erick 
Lindblad. “I sincerely thank them 
and ALL islanders who have support-
ed the campaign so far.”

SCCF (the Sanibel-Captiva Con-
servation Foundation) announced 
the campaign to purchase the 28.3-

acre Bailey Family Homestead this 
past October.  The purchase option 
for the Bailey homestead has a June 
24, 2011 deadline.

The $5.3 million fundraising 
campaign has four components:
• Acquisition of the 28.3-acre Bailey 

Homestead for $4 million
• Restoration of the Bailey Family 

Home as a place to tell the Bailey 
family history and as a Center for 
Conservation History.  The ini-
tial restoration costs, included in 
this campaign, total $225,000, 
not including the sweat equity of 
SCCF’s volunteer carpenters, the 
Hammerheads.

• Wildlife Habitat Restoration.  
Consistent with earlier land ac-
quisitions, SCCF needs to raise an 
additional 10%, or $400,000, to 

support the initial restoration and 
ongoing management of the land 
in perpetuity. 

• SCCF’s conservation work for 
the islands.  The last component 
supports the quality work being 
done in all program areas and ad-
dresses SCCF’s operating expenses, 
specifically those not covered by 
grant monies and other income 
generated by SCCF staff.  To bal-
ance the annual operating budget, 
$675,000 must be raised as part of 
this campaign.
To encourage others to give, 

the Morsanis specifically asked that 
their gift not be counted toward the 
Shipley Foundation Challenge which 
is matching up to $500,000 in new 
campaign contributions if made be-

Carol and Frank Morsani present a $300,000 pledge to SCCF’s Erick Lindblad 
and Paul Roth.

Continued on Page 2
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Carol Ann Zell

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Paul Roth - President
John La Gorce - Vice President
Bill Burch - Secretary
Janie Howland - Treasurer    
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Kristie Anders
Amanda Bryant

Toby Clark
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Cheryl Giattini
Erick Lindblad
Eric Milbrandt

Karen Nelson
Alex Rybak
Dee Serage

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2010 - 2011

Bailey Campaign -- from Pg 1

fore March 31.
“It doesn’t matter if you’re donating $10 or 

$10 million; it’s the act of supporting your com-
munity that’s meaningful and priceless,” said 
Morsani.

Wildlife Habitat Management:  Land Management Update
By Toby Clark, Wildlife Habitat Management Field Technician

The last few months have been very busy for the land 
management staff of the Wildlife Habitat Management 
Program. Field Technicians Toby Clark and Victor Young 
have been preparing for the upcoming prescribed burn 
season.  This involves mowing, trimming and disking 
(tilling but with a disk attached to the tractor) the miles 
of firebreaks on SCCF lands.  The firebreaks provide an 
important barrier for adjacent properties and outline the 
burn units used when performing prescribed burns.  Us-
ing prescribed fire as a land management tool is not only 
a cost-effective way to maintain healthy ecosystems, but it 
reduces the chances of wildfires. 

In addition to firebreak maintenance, they completed 
mowing and maintenance on the hiking trails, allowing 
visitors to enjoy the wildlife and scenery that SCCF pre-
serves have to offer.  

Another constant job involves sweeping properties 
for invasive, non-native plants.  The latest efforts include 
treating a large stand of mature Australian Pines in the Bay 
Drive Preserve and some preliminary clearing of the non-
native invasive plants, including air potato, on the Bailey 
Homestead property. 

The Wildlife Habitat Management Program works 
closely with our island conservation partners, J.N. “Ding” 
Darling National Wildlife Refuge and the City of Sanibel 
when carrying out land management tasks, as some SCCF 
lands share borders with our partners. The partnerships 
are a critical component of effective land management.

With the staff and equipment available, the Wild-
life Habitat Management Program successfully manages 
SCCF lands for a variety of plants and animals on our 
barrier island system. Protecting the resources in SCCF’s 
care is an important job to preserve the ecological integ-
rity of the island for years to come.

Wildlife Habitat Management’s Brush Mower

Prescribed burn on SCCF’s Center Tract

Save the Date!   
The 19th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament will be held on 
April 8, 9 and 10, 2011 at The Dunes Golf & Tennis Club.  

The opening cocktail party will be at 6 p.m.  
on Friday evening, April 8 at SCCF
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Marine Laboratory:  Clam Bayou Restoration

The habitat in Clam Bayou had collapsed in the early 
2000s because the bayou was cut off from flows from the 
Gulf as well as Dinkins Bayou.  After 2001, water levels 
in the bayou had reached critically high levels and resi-
dential properties were threatened by flooding.  The City 
of Sanibel applied for an emergency permit to mechani-
cally dredge a temporary tidal cut to the Gulf.  A series of 
public meetings with stakeholders were held by the City, 
which ultimately led to the construction of the culvert 
under Sanibel-Captiva Road in 2006.  This reconnected 
Clam Bayou to Dinkins Bayou and restored flow.

Shortly after the culvert was constructed, over 3,000 
red mangroves were planted along the shoreline in an 
SCCF volunteer planting effort.

Since 2008, SCCF has made significant progress 
in starting to restore critical habitats in Clam Bayou -- 

mangroves, seagrasses (widgeon grass) and oyster reefs -- 
thanks to thousands of hours of volunteer contributions 
from members, off-island volunteers and local commu-
nity groups and students.

In order to gauge restoration success, permanent 
monitoring stations were established, using a Global Po-
sitioning System (GPS) to outline areas where activities 
have occurred.  The GPS is used to pinpoint reef loca-
tions, sampling locations, restoration footprints and verti-
cal heights above benchmarks.  We are fortunate at SCCF 
to have three mapping-grade GPS receivers and antenna 
(some on loan from J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wild-
life Refuge), which enable us to achieve better-than-one-
foot accuracy. 

With the GIS (Geographic Information Systems) 

By Drs. Eric Milbrandt, Alex Rybak and Loren Coen

A base map with the aerial imagery of Clam Bayou from the Lee County Property Appraiser is overlaid with the areas that 
have been restored since 2008 with the help of many volunteers.  

Continued on Page 4
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Sea Turtles and the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill

Marine Lab Clam Bayou -- Continued from Page 3
expertise of the Lab’s Dr. Alex Ry-
bak, the GPS data can be outlined 
on maps.  From the outlines of an 
oyster reef area, or mangrove shore-
line, GIS can calculate total area.  
Total area, or footprint, is an impor-
tant metric.  Natural habitat areas 
(reefs, seagrass beds) can be assessed 
over time or changes to areas reas-
sessed by walking the perimeters of 
the restored footprints.  

Clam Bayou restoration is ongo-
ing.  Monitoring of the oyster reefs 
constructed of fossil shell this past 
year is ongoing, and in February, 
there were three mangrove planting 

volunteer days.
The Lab just received funding 

from the Gulf of Mexico Founda-
tion to expand our work throughout 
Clam Bayou.  By the end of 2011, 
we will have minimally restored four 
acres of red mangroves, covering al-
most all accessible mangrove fringes 
in the Bayou.  This will significantly 
improve the habitat health, water 
quality, and the aesthetical appear-
ance of the area.  

More about the Marine Lab’s work on 
Page 10.

Many of us spent our spring and 
summer watching in horror as the Deep-
water Horizon Oil rig exploded and the 
well it serviced pumped barrels upon 
barrels of oil into the Gulf of Mexico.  
From April 20 until the well was capped 
in July, sea turtles were center stage as a 
poster animal for the disaster. 

Statewide efforts by the Florida 
Fish & Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) to protect sea turtles 
began almost immediately.  These ef-
forts included on-the-water search and 
rescue, documentation and collection 
of sea turtles stranded on or near to 
shore, nesting beach protection, and 
observation during cleanup activities. 

Approximately 450 sea turtles 
were rescued at sea, all but five alive.  
Less than 1% of these turtles died 
during rehabilitation.  Releases of re-
habilitated turtles into oil-free waters 
began as soon as the well was capped.  
To date, all have been released with 
the exception of 40 sea turtles that are 
still receiving care.   

On the beaches of the panhandle, 
Florida’s only oiled beaches, emerging 

hatchlings faced almost certain death.  
The decision was made to relocate 
nests at 47-49 days of incubation 
(about one week before they would 
hatch) and release the hatchlings on 
the eastern coast of the state.  Eggs 
from 274 nests were carefully dug up 
and removed from the nest.  They 
were placed in coolers with damp sand 
from the nest and transported near 
Cape Canaveral.  The FedEx trucks 
used to move the eggs were tempera-
ture controlled, air-cushioned, and 
equipped with special pallets to hold 
the coolers in place.  Every effort was 
made to reduce or eliminate unnec-
essarily jarring.  At this stage in de-
velopment eggs are very vulnerable 
to movement, which can result in the 
death of the hatchling.  The coolers 
were kept in a temperature controlled 
facility and monitored until the nests 
hatched.  Hatchlings were then re-
leased at night on nearby beaches.  
In all, this massive undertaking un-
earthed and relocated 28,568 eggs 
and released 14,796 hatchlings.  The 
hatch success (percentage of eggs that 

hatch out of the total number of eggs) 
for relocated nests matched that of 
nests left to hatch without assistance.     
Amanda Bryant recently attended the 
Florida Marine Turtle Permit Holders 
Annual Meeting, where these figures 
were released.  
See Page 10 to learn about a BP-fund-
ed Lab study on oysters and the oil spill.

By Amanda Bryant, Sea Turtle Coordinator

Alex Rybak in the field.

FWC photo of sea turtle nest being relo-
cated; the wax pencil lines ensure that the 
orientation of the egg remains constant.
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artificial reefS of lee county

Mike Campbell, coordinator of Lee County’s artificial 
reefs will be speaking about the county’s 20 artificial 
reef sites made up of materials like old vessels, concrete 
pilings, and even radio towers.  All this to support the 
local fishing industry.  Campbell is now creating sonar 
images of each reef with a “towfish” sonar resulting in im-
ages similar to aerial photography.  Please join SCCF to 
see these images and learn more about our artificial reefs.  
Friday, March 25 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free. 

Bailey homeSteaD Project

Have you noticed the 1,000 feet of yellow rope on Peri-
winkle Way? This program, presented in SCCF’s Nature 
Center, will update people on the progress made in rais-
ing funds for the acquisition and habitat restoration of the 
Bailey Homestead; restoration of the Bailey Family Home 
and for SCCF’s Conservation Work for our islands.  This 
is an opportunity to learn more about preliminary plans 
if SCCF has success in this endeavor.  Come learn about 
the fantastic potential for this northern wildlife corridor 
on Sanibel.  Tuesday, March 29, 2 p.m.  Free.

Big o BirDing feStival

There is a tremendous opportunity for birders March 23 
- 26. Go for a day, go for the weekend. Bird on private 
lands and other areas that are normally not accessible. 
Aside from STA-5 and Fisheating Creek trips there are 
nature photography workshops, birding by ear classes, 
boat trips along the southern rim of Lake Okeechobee 
and an owl hoot.  This is also an opportunity to better 
understand the precious natural resources of the area and 
to learn more about Clewiston and the other Lake com-
munities.  Let’s help support this effort of the inland com-
munities as they grow a new source of industry and in-
come through ecotourism.  Please view all the recreational 
programs available by searching the website http://www.
bigobirdingfestival.com.

BirDing at the PreServeS

Join experienced birders on Friday morning outings to 
preserves owned and managed by SCCF.  Both new and 
experienced birders will enjoy a variety of birds in a di-
versity of wildlife habitats.  Botany enthusiasts are also 
welcome to help identify plants along the trails.  All walks 
begin at 8 a.m, but the locations do vary.  Walks are free 
for members and non-members.  
March 4 at Periwinkle Preserve.  Meet in the Community 
Church parking lot across the street - short walk to trail.
Marcgh 11- Call 472-2329 for info
March 18 at Sanibel Gardens.  Enter Island Inn Road 

from Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of the 

road near the trailhead; or enter Island Inn Road 
from West Gulf Drive, park near road barrier and 
short walk to trailhead.

BoBcat taleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range.  No one knows how many 
bobcats there are on Sanibel and Captiva but according 
to the book this adaptable feline’s ability to survive close 
to humans is one of the reasons for the bobcat’s success.  
Rats and mice can make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
To learn more about the biology and society of this shy 
feline that moves so peacefully among us, you are invited 
to attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, March 16 and 30 
at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is 
$5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

Butterfly houSe tourS 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.
 

calooSahatchee oxBow & riverlore cruiSe

Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosa-
hatchee on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy 
Director Rae Ann Wessel, a long-time river advocate.  Rae 
Ann is a river researcher, aquatic ecologist and historian.  
Follow the river back to a time when a waterfall served as 
the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved 
living amongst the wilderness.  The March 13 cruise is sold 
out but the last two cruises of the season will be on Sunday, 
April 10 and Sunday, May 8 (Mothers Day) from 1 - 3:30 
p.m.  Meet at Franklin Lock & Dam on the public use area 
off SR 80.  Space is limited. Reservations required.  $40 per 
person.  For more info call 472-2329.

crocoDileS of floriDa

Sign up early for the “Crocodiles of Florida” program pre-
sented by Lindsey Hord of the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission.  Lindsey is in charge of the 
state’s alligator management program and coordinates 
the nuisance alligator program.  He is pictured below in 
1986 relocating Sanibel’s long-time crocodile to Collier 
Seminole State Park.  (The crocodile found her way back 
to Sanibel following this 1986 relocation, living on the 
island for years before she was found dead on SCCF’s 
Center Tract Preserve in January 2010).  This summer 
he released the new island crocodile into “Ding” Darling.  
The program is on Friday, March 4 at 10 a.m.  For more 
info, call 472-2329.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF March 2011 Program Schedule

Continued on Page 6
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SCCF March 2011 Program Schedule
 DolPhin anD wilDlife aDventure cruiSeS

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

eagleS with BirD weStall

There are three pairs of eagles that nest on Sanibel Oc-
tober through May.  Seventy-eight eagles nested in Lee 
County in 2009.  Please join our own Bird Westall to 
learn more about our national symbol, the Bald Eagle.  
Friday, March 11 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free. 

gator taleS

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. 
Florida’s history of gators and humans are closely inter-
twined. To learn about these fascinating creatures and 
what we must do to ensure our safety and their survival 
on the islands please attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesday, 
March 9 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center. Call 472-2329 
for more information.

human uSeS of floriDa native PlantS

On Tuesdays at 10 a.m., a volunteer will be in the teaching 
shelter by the Ethnobotany Garden, making baskets from 
native fibers.  Stop by and ask questions and then take a 
self-guided tour the garden.  Did you know that Henry 
Ford stuffed the seats of his cars with the air plant, Spanish 
moss, or that Thomas Edison used the giant native Seaside 
Goldenrod for electrical conductivity experiments?  Calu-
sa fishermen of the past used the poisonous saponins in 
certain native plants to harvest their fish.  Tuesdays at 10 
a.m.in the Teaching Shelter by the Ethnobotay Garden. 

KemPS-riDley Sea turtleS

In “Riddles of the Kemps-Ridley Sea Turtle,” Dr. Jef-
frey Schmid, Environmental Research Manager with the 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida will talk about current 
research.  Dr. Schmid has 24 years of experience conduct-
ing research in the coastal waters of western Florida, par-
ticularly with marine turtles.  His use of telemetry and 
habitat monitoring determined that critically endangered 
Kemp’s Ridley sea turtles were using live bottom habi-
tat in nearshore waters.  He is currently conducting an 
in-water study of marine turtles in Pine Island Sound in 

collaboration with Mote Marine Laboratory.  Join him to 
learn about this endangered species that lives in our estu-
ary.  Friday, March 18 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program 
is $5 with SCCF members and children attending for free. 

otter taleS

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this large, 
aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  River 
otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture the 
hearts of all who see them.  Otter sightings have increased 
recently on SCCF trails.  Following the program take a 
walk on the trail and view an otter communication sight.  
Wednesday, March 2 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

owl taleS

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  There is 
a nest box on the side of the SCCF Nature Center where 
Barn owls have nested off and on since 1980... will they 
return this year?  Island Screech owls are in the court-
ing phase with males guarding territory and calling to fe-
males.   On Wednesday, March 23 at 10 a.m. you are invited 
to SCCF to learn more about the “Owls of Sanibel and Cap-
tiva.”  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members 
and children attending for free. 

Sailing unDer the StarS

Linger out on the water, sail under the stars and enjoy an 
introduction to our night sky.  Planets, stars and constel-
lations will be identified along the way.  Mythology and 
mysteries of the universe will be appreciated under the 
magic of the night sky.  Join us and share in the universal 
and timeless fascination of our night skies.   Sailing under 
the Stars will be offered on Thursdays and Saturdays and 
will last approximately one and a half hours.  Times, cost, 
reservations and additional information may be obtained by 
calling Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.

SaniBel Plan

The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems. This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and 
the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded 
the preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural 
resources we all enjoy today.  Join us on Tuesday, March 15 
at 2 p.m. to hear more about the City that almost wasn’t and 
the work that led to its conservation. $5 for non-members

Save the Date!   
The 19th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament will be 
held on April 8, 9 and 10, 2011 at The Dunes Golf 
& Tennis Club.  The opening cocktail party will be 

at 6 p.m.  on Friday evening, April 8 at SCCF
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Snowy PloverS

Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Those who 
wish to can carpool to the beach following the program to 
see some snowy plovers.  Thursdays, March 3, 17 and 31 
at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free. 

tiDeS anD currentS

We all watched in horror the oil spewing from the Deep-
water Horizon rig in the Gulf of Mexico.  No one could be 
sure where the gushing oil would travel but because of that 
uncertainty, more attention was given to the Gulf ’s topo-
graphic features, also known as bathymetry.  The shape of 
the Gulf affects the tides and currents.  Take part in the 
mind-bending explanation of the mysterious tidal behavior 
in this area.  Tuesday, March 8 at 2 p.m.  Cost is $5 per adult, 
with members and children free.

trailS anD taleS

Tales and Trails is a result of a coalition comprised of SCCF, 
CROW, Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum, J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge and the Sanibel Historical 
Village & Museum to present a comprehensive overview 
of the five island organizations. The hour-long presenta-
tion begins at the Refuge at 9:30 a.m.; after attending the 
orientation participants are encouraged to visit each of the 
coalition members’ museum or nature center.  Attendees 
who then come to SCCF will be eligible for special incen-
tives such as a coupon for 25% off of a Captiva Cruises 
excursion. This program is a great way to get a condensed 
version of community efforts to conserve and preserve the 
very special places we call Sanibel and Captiva. Wednesday, 
March 2 at 9:30 a.m. Program is free of charge, registration 
required. Please register using the Sanibel Trails and Tales of-
ficial website:  www.sanibeltrailsandtales.com/meet.php 

trail walKS: exPlore SaniBel’S interior wetlanDS

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it seill has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  This Everglades-like 
ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants and animals.  
Join us for a guided walk through the interior wetlands 
and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract with discus-
sion of native habitats, natural and cultural history and 
preservation efforts.  Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 11 a.m. and also on Wednesdays at 2 p.m.  Meet 
at the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for non-
members; free to members and children.

turtle tracKS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring pro-
grams in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and habits 
of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are doing to pro-
tect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a talk and touch 
tank program.  Following the presentation, carpool to an is-
land beach to learn more.  Thursdays, March 10 and 24 at 10 
a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and children, 
$5 for non-members.

turtleS, tortoiSeS anD terraPinS

The Nature Center now has a tank with live hatchlings 
of peninsula cooter, Florida softshell, red-eared and yel-
low-bellied sliders and mud turtles.  Bring in the grand-
kids.  And a new addition is a beautiful species, the or-
nate diamondback terrapin, featured in a new 220-gallon 
tank.  This saltwater species lives in the brackish water of 
the mangrove creeks where they forage on shrimp, fiddler 
crabs, and anything else they can dig up.  Join us on Tues-
days, March 15 and 29 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
with members and children free.

weeDS anD SeeDS

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, visit-
ing different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, and 
are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group will 
meet at the Nature Center porch  Depending on the loca-
tion visited, you may need parking money.  Please bring 
a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed shoes 
with socks. For further information, please call Tim Perez 
or Seanna Berry at 472-1932.  Mondays at 8:45 a.m., meet 
at the Nature Center porch.  Walks are free but donations to 
SCCF are welcome. 

Sccf wilDlife tour with Dinner at the DuneS

Alligators, eagles, wading birds, maybe even a crocodile 
will be on the front side of dinner at the Dunes this win-
ter.  With all those lakes, golf courses attract wildlife that 
is easily observable.  A forty five minute late afternoon 
wildlife tour by golf cart will be lead by an interpreter 
from SCCF.  Dinner in the club house will follow.   The 
wildlife tour leaves from the clubhouse on Tuesday, March 
8 and Thursdays, March 3, 24 and 31.  Reservations are 
required, please call the Dunes at 472-3355 and ask for Ju-
layne.  Cost including tax and tip is $30.

SCCF March 2011 Program Schedule

volunteer aPPreciation Party
We Couldn’t do it Without You

SCCF will salute our much appreciated volunteers at 
a gathering on the porch:

Thursday, March 10 from 6 - 8 p.m.

PLeASe RSVP TO 472-2329
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Natural Resource Policy
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
Estuaries United!

Partnerships are critical to SCCFs ability to leverage 
our efforts for greater outcomes. On the islands SCCF 
has long-standing partnerships with the City of Sanibel 
and J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge that 
have enabled us to accomplish great initiatives for our is-
lands’ health and economy.  Partnerships are even more 
critical on statewide issues, particularly those associated 
with water quality and quantity in the Caloosahatchee es-
tuary that are fundamentally affected by the far reaching 
greater Everglades. For the past several years SCCF has 
been building relationships and partnerships throughout 
the state to deal with these issues. We are pleased to share  
support from our counterparts on the east coast — Rivers 
Coalition — who took the initiative to pass a Resolution 
supporting dry season flows to the Caloosahatchee.  In the 
Resolution signed Feb 9, 2011 the Rivers Coalition has 
petitioned the South Florida Water Management District 
(SFWMD) and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to provide 
needed dry season base flows to the Caloosahatchee.  

The Rivers Coalition is a group of 55 organizations 
and businesses representing a community over 300,000 
strong, united to advocate for the health and welfare of 
the St. Lucie River estuary and Indian River Lagoon on 
the east coast.   We are tremendously grateful for their 
ongoing and proactive support of our west coast estuary.  
Read the resolution and learn more about the Rivers Co-
alition at our website under Policy/Caloosahatchee and 
Estuary Conditions.

 
Corps Initiates Water Releases for Caloosahatchee 
Health

On Thursday February 10 the Corps of Engineers 
initiated a second, seven-day pulse release of water from 
Lake Okeechobee into the Caloosahatchee estuary to help 
improve the estuary salinity condition.  This pulse follows 
a release authorized on Friday, Feb 4th that broke the pat-
tern of increasing salinities resulting from water being cut 
off to the Caloosahatchee on December 15, 2010.  Lack 
of freshwater flow to the Caloosahatchee in the dry season 
causes the  upper estuary to get too salty and the fresh-
water system upstream of the Lock to stagnate spawning 
algae blooms.

The pulse  release is designed to  average 300 cubic 
feet per second (cfs) into the Caloosahatchee estuary, 

measured at W.P. Franklin Lock and Dam (S-79), over the 
seven day period. The Corps anticipates the total pulse 
release effect on the lake level to be about a sixth-of-an-
inch off the lake.

SCCF and our west coast partners including the Ref-
uge, City of Sanibel, Lee County and have begun provid-
ing a weekly scientific update to the Corps on the condi-
tions in the Caloosahatchee for their use in making release 
decisions.  You can access these weekly reports and back-
ground information about the Caloosahatchee and estu-
ary system on our website under Policy/Caloosahatchee 
Condition Reports.

Capitol Watch
The new administration is taking shape with the new 

Governor, Rick Scott revealing his two year proposed 
budget — a change from traditional year-to-year budget 
process — and announcing agency appointments and 
consolidations.     

Governor’s Budget
In his proposed budget unveiled this week, Gov Scott 

has proposed no funding  for Florida Forever, Florida’s 
landmark land acquisition program and has cut Ever-
glades funding from $50 million to $17 million. He pro-
poses reductions of:  $956,600 in mosquito control, $2.7 
million in invasive plant management, $0.6 million in red 
tide research and monitoring, $0.5 million in lake and 
habitat restoration.  In addition, he proposes increased 
Governor oversight of water management district budgets 
with a reduction of  $178 million in property taxes for 
each of the next two years and reductions in the ad valor-
em taxes levied by the states Water Management Districts  
by 25 percent.  For the SFWMD this would reduce the 
district’s budget by approximately  $100 million dollars.  
The budget is posted on our website under Policy/Gov-
ernment and Legislative.

Department of Community Affairs – Florida’s 
Growth Management Agency

Gov. Scott has appointed Billy Buzzett, a St. Joe Pa-
per Company, executive to serve as Florida’s next plan-
ning chief as Secretary of the Department of Commu-
nity Affairs.  Buzzett served as a member of Gov. Scott’s  

Continued on Page 11
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Marine Lab -- Assessing Oil Spill Impact on Gulf Oysters

As part of a larger group headed up by Florida At-
lantic University, the Marine Lab is participating in a BP 
Oil-funded study to obtain baseline data on eastern oys-
ters (Crassostrea virginica) along Florida’s Gulf shoreline.  
Without this baseline, it would be impossible to assess 
any impacts, restoration and recovery from discharges 
from last year’s Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

Work on the study, which is funded through the Flor-
ida Institute of Oceanography, began in October 2010.  
Groups began assessing pre-spill conditions in the:
• Panhandle (Kimbro - Florida State University), 
• Tampa Bay area (Steve Geiger - U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service), 
• Southwest Florida — Caloosahatchee/Estero Bay area 

(SCCF’s Coen and Greg Tolley from Florida Gulf 
Coast University) 

• Southwest Florida — Rookery Bay area (Proffitt) 
Our overall goals for this two-year effort are to: 

1. Assess pre-spill conditions in oyster habitats 
2. Catalogue survival and growth of deployed oysters in 

areas where different degrees of oil-related impacts 
occur (or in control areas without oil)

3. Determine pre-spill levels of genetic diversity and 
patterns of spatial genetic ‘relatedness’ among loca-
tions on the Gulf coast

4. Examine the inherent PAHs in key reef organisms in 
impacted and distant (“unimpacted”) areas on Flori-
da Gulf sites; and 

5. Describe the results in a GIS format of overlays for 
future use by those who will be involved in long-term 
monitoring.  
Baseline C. virginica population data is paramount 

to assessing the magnitude of any oil-related impacts but 
most sites in the Gulf of Mexico lack detailed quantita-
tive data regarding oyster population demographics, criti-
cal oyster attributes (e.g., abundance, reproduction, levels 
of stress-related physiological and mutation markers, etc.) 
and the biologically-diverse communities associated with 
oysters in this region.  

SCCF and FGCU will be sampling at three locations, 
each with five distinct reefs.  These include Tarpon Bay 
and reefs near Sanibel, reefs in San Carlos Bay and in Pine 
Island Sound.  

About oysters
Oysters (especially C. virginica) are an abundant nat-

ural resource of considerable economic, ecological and 
social importance throughout the Gulf of Mexico.  Major 
oyster reef habitats include reef flats (intertidal and shal-
low subtidal), fringing reefs 
near marshes or mangroves, 
dispersed reef clusters, and 
mangrove prop root oyster 
communities. 

Oyster Reefs Worldwide Are 
at Risk

Marine Lab Director Lo-
ren Coen was part of an in-
ternational group working 
with The Nature Conservan-
cy to study the status of the 

By Loren Coen, Ph.D., Marine Lab Director

Loren Coen (left) in Rookery Bay training folks from FAU.

St. MarksOyster Bay

Ft. Desoto
Pinellas Point

Alligator Hbr

Gulfport Areas

Pine Island Sound Area
San Carlos Bay Area

Rookery Bay Area

Base map from Google
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Perspective

By Kristie Anders, Education Director

Some people get tripped up because our mind is 
trained to make assumptions.

So when I was coming to work (by boat from North 
Captiva) in the fog one morning, I saw what I assumed 
were two children skipping across the sidewalk.  Hmm.  
It was an odd place for a sidewalk.  Hmm.  It was an odd 
place for children to be running.  

Wait, wait that’s not solid land, that’s not children.   

Those are the outstretched wings of a couple of white 
pelicans with their feet stuck out to brake as they come in 
for a landing. 

Fog is a funny thing. It scares me, it calms me, it 
makes me think, it reminds me that my sense of direc-
tion is limited, it warps my perspective and it keeps me 
humble.  Fog is good because it reminds me things may 
not be what they seem.

BLUe

PURPLe

YeLLOW

ORANGe

GReeNSay the color, don’t read the word:

Policy -- Continued from Page 9

Oysters -- Continued from left

transition team that recommended merging Community 
Affairs with the departments of Transportation and Envi-
ronmental Protection.

Scott has proposed cuts of $5.3 million and the elimina-
tion of 58 positions in DCA which he claims has inhibited 
development and killed jobs.  The facts do not bear out this 
claim.  In his final report, outgoing DCA Secretary Tom Pel-
ham stated that over the last four years DCA has approved 

planning amendments that will permit more than a million 
new housing units and 2.7 billion square feet of nonresidential 
construction.  It will take decades to use up the already permit-
ted development capacity.  The lack of coordination between 
counties and municipalities will be a flashback to the condi-
tions that caused Florida to invest in Comprehensive growth 
planning for the states expected future growth.  

Above:  Oysters numbered to follow size and mortality at 30 different sites 
in San Carlos Bay and Pine Island Sound.

Jensen’s Marina during a morning fog.

world’s oyster reefs.  The study was published 
in the February 2011 issue of BioScience.  
The February 11, 2011 New York Times ran 
an editorial based on the BioScience story.  A 
link to the Times editorial can be found on 
our website under the Lab/Research/Oyster 
Restoration.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
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SCCF MeMber UpdAte
Bailey Campaign:  Shipley Challenge Grant Met!

SCCF (the Sanibel Captiva Conservation Founda-
tion) reached a major milestone in its campaign to pur-
chase the historic Bailey Family Homestead. Thanks to 
more than 800 individual gifts, the $500,000 challenge 
grant offered by the Shipley Foundation has been met. 
That jumps the total amount of campaign gifts and 
pledges to $3.7 million. 

“Challenge grants are a really fun way to inspire giv-
ing,” said Richard Shipley, president of the Shipley Foun-
dation. “I am especially heartened to see so many new 
donors as well as those who made second gifts as a result 
of this challenge.”

The gift that finally raised the matching funds past 
the $500,000 mark was made by Mary Ellen and Eric 
Pfeifer and the Pfeifer Realty Group.

“The Pfeifers have been extremely supportive of this 
campaign,” said SCCF Executive Director Erick Lind-
blad. “They were at the campaign kickoff on October 
28th, and held a very successful campaign event in their 

home for us on March 3rd. It’s just great that their gift 
took us over the top for the Shipley Challenge.”

To be successful, SCCF must raise a total of $5.3 mil-
lion by the June 24 deadline.

“If you have been considering making a gift to sup-
port this effort, especially if you will be leaving the island 
as the season draws to a close, please join us now,” said 
Lindblad. “We’re looking forward to a really super donor 
party next fall or winter!” 

Contributions can be made by contacting Cheryl 
Giattini, campaign coordinator at 239-395-2768 or 
cgiattini@attglobal.net or SCCF Executive Director Erick 
Lindblad at 239-472-2329, elindblad@sccf.org.  Contri-
butions can also be made online at www.sccf.org.

See pages 7 - 9 for more on the campaign.

Eric and Mary Ellen Pfeifer, with their children John 
and Darby, hosted a cocktail reception to promote the 
SCCF campaign. 

(l-r) Richard Shipley congratulates Eric and Mary Ellen 
Pfeifer for the final gift to the Shipley Challenge.
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Wildlife Habitat Management:  Bald Eagles on Sanibel
By Joel Caouette, Wildlife Habitat Management Biologist/Shorebird Monitoring Coordinator

Sanibel Island is home to three nesting pairs of Bald 
Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalu).  The Bald Eagle initially 
received protection from the federal government in 1940 
with the Bald Eagle Protection Act.  This was before the in-
ception of the Endangered Species Act, which was adopted 
in 1973.  By 1995 the population had rebounded enough 
to be downgraded to a threatened species, and in 2007 the 
Bald Eagle was removed from the Endangered Species list al-
together.  Their recovery can be attributed to the banning of 
pesticides, such as DDT, as well as other conservation proj-
ects to prevent habitat destruction and loss of food sources.

Bald Eagles on Sanibel utilize taller trees and snags 
with their nests as high as 90 feet off the ground.   To as-
sist Lee County, the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foun-
dation conducts monthly monitoring of the three nests 
on the island and relays the information to the county for 
their records.

Wildlife Habitat Management staff began the 2011 
monitoring in January.  After two months of monitoring, 
we found that one of the three nests has an eaglet, which 

is being cared for by both parents.  Another nest has been 
observed to have two juvenile eagles as well as two adults 
inhabiting the nest.  The third nest has been observed to 
have two adults tending to a nest but no incubation or 
feeding of eaglets has been observed yet.  So far this brings 
our 2010-2011 eagle nesting season totals to six adults, 
two juveniles, and one eaglet. 

April is migration time for our little feathered friends. 
Admittedly, the warblers and other birds migrating 
through our area are not at the peak of their brilliant 
breeding plumage, but just a glimpse makes me want to 
see more. Their colors make some names easy to remem-
ber:  black-throated blue, blackpoll, yellow throat, and 
redstart.  The yellow rump is known by some as a but-
ter butt.  There’s a little pat of yellow color between the 
wings, just where the tail meets the body. 

Other names are a little more challenging… ovenbird, 
parula and palm.  Some of these birds stay here through 
the winter but others have made an enormous voyage 
over open water to travel back to their northern nesting 
grounds.  A personal favorite for my husband and I to see 
is the indigo bunting. People on the mainland may see 
them all winter, but we are not so lucky.  

During their migration of over a thousand miles, I 
can’t imagine what the 100-200 mile, non-stop flight over 
open water must be like. The ones that visit our yard stay 
for a few days storing up energy to continue their trek.  
For some this is just one leg of their overseas flight.  They 
may have jumped off from the Yucatan to Cuba or Puerto 

Rico and beyond.  Considering they weigh no more than 
two nickels, the voyage over open water is nothing less 
than a leap of faith.  There’s an estimated 15% mortality 
rate during migration. 

Most remarkable of all is the shorebird called a red-
knot, which travels over 10,000 miles one way!  Some of 
these birds stop on Sanibel’s beaches to rest.

The sea grapes and other native trees and shrubs will 
soon begin to blossom and insects will be buzzing about.  

Kristie’s Almanac:  Southerly Breezes Deliver the Gems
By Kristie Anders, Education Director
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It has been six-and-a-half years since the fatal alligator 
attack of 2004, long enough for the gators that were then 
four feet long to now be seven feet long and hopefully big 
enough to reproduce.  But even with all of the alligator edu-
cation launched since that horrible event, are there reasons 
for concern about the viability of our alligator population?

Seems like people have been counting alligators for-
ever around here, but as discussed at a recent meeting be-
tween SCCF, Refuge staff, and the City of Sanibel, mak-
ing sense of all that counting is a difficult task.  It is a 
science in itself that, at best, gives you a window on a 
population trend over a long period of time.  With that 
said, count numbers from 2009 and 2010 in the Refuge’s 
Bailey Tract are very close.

Prior to 2004, the number of alligators trapped and 
killed on Sanibel averaged around 30 to 35 per year. Ex-
cluding the 142 taken in 2004 in the sweep of the island 
(preserved lands not included), the take numbers from 
2005-2009 average 28 alligators killed per year.  The take 
number for 2010 was 16.

Right now the city’s alligator policy mirrors the State 
of Florida’s but with the positive exception that com-
plaints are called in to the police who then visit the site, 
talk to the homeowner, and don’t always call the state li-
censed trapper.  That is a good thing.

In recent conversations with Lindsey Hord, coordina-
tor of the State of Florida’s nuisance alligator program, 
the number of alligators the trapper is allowed to take 
when called is determined by City policy.  City policy 
determines the length of the gators harvested.  Could the 
policy spell out how to respond if another attack occurs?  
Could we better define what a “nuisance” alligator is?

Ongoing education plays an important role in pro-
tecting humans and alligators.  This means:
• Residents making sure no one feeds alligators and 

helping newcomers learn the do’s and don’ts of living 
with dinosaurs is paramount.  

• Neighbors helping neighbors understand that those 
gators are not laying in wait for them but just basking 
in the sun, trying to stay warm.  

• Recognizing that no matter how many alligators are 
removed, it is never safe for children or pets to be 
close to lake edges. 
A balanced alligator policy on Sanibel will forever 

require ongoing community vigilance and participation.  
One thing for sure:  we try harder than any other com-
munity to live with the wild ones.   

Following the “Alligator Behavior” class for golf course 
workers last summer at SCCF, Dr. Kent Vliet from the 
University of Florida toured The Sanctuary Golf Course 
with their wildlife committee.  They were looking for 
ways to reduce human-gator interactions.  Pictured here 
is one of their new alligator basking areas.  Last summer 
the Sanctuary relocated a 9.5-foot live gator off the island 
because it continually basked in a tee off area.  Hats off to 
Sanctuary members and golf course staff for respecting an 
alligator enough  to have it relocated off island with the 
blessing of the State of Florida. 

Living with Wildlife:  Let’s Talk Gators
By Dee Serage, Living With Wildlife Educator

Newly designed alligator basking area at The Sanctuary Golf 
Course.  The cabbage palm logs define the area and allowed 
the landscaper to keep the basking area flat.  Clump grass 
will be planted by the cabbage palm logs so that a gator can 
be at water’s edge yet be visually screened from people.  
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Water supply for the health of 
the Caloosahatchee estuary is under 
attack.  For the past six weeks the 
federal Army Corps of Engineers has 
been providing needed freshwater 
flows to the Caloosahatchee to main-
tain the health of the upper estuary. 
Without freshwater inflow during 
the dry season high salinities extend 
all the way up river to the WP Frank-
lin Lock structure, eliminating all the 
low salinity, freshwater habitat in the 
estuary.  This low salinity zone in the 
Caloosahatchee is critical habitat for 
the reproduction and survival of eco-

nomically important fishery species 
including bay anchovy, drum, silver 
perch, redfish, snook, crabs, shrimp 
and tapegrass. 

While the Corps has been provid-
ing freshwater to support critical hab-
itat in the  Caloosahatchee, the state 
water agency, the South Florida Water 
Management District, has repeatedly 
recommended cutting off all flow to 
the Caloosahatchee due to low water 
conditions in Lake Okeechobee.  Ac-
cording to the SFWMD, October – 
March has been the driest in 80 years 
and water demands are high now at 

the peak of the dry season.  But the 
minimal base flows the Corps has 
been providing to the Caloosahatchee 
require  less than one  inch of water 
per month off the lake -an amount 
District staff characterized as insig-
nificant- while permitted users such 
as municipal water suppliers and ag-
riculture use several inches of  water 
off the lake each month.  Permitted 
water users pay nothing for the water 
but their supply is  protected and as-
sured, unlike the natural system.   

In the drought years of 2007-2009 
lack of flow caused a quantifiable loss 
of habitat for commercially impor-
tant food and recreational species and 
placed endangered species at risk. In 
contrast, during those drought years 
while the Caloosahatchee was suf-
fering loss of habitat, record agricul-
tural harvests were recorded.  Harvest 
data is available at:  http://www.nass.
usda.gov/Statistics_by_Subject/index.
php?sector=CROPS.

While the District  professes to 
be concerned about water shortages, 
they have instituted NO conservation 
or water restrictions on major water 
users. They recommend only cutting 
off water to the Caloosahatchee. If 
water shortage fears are the reason for 
cutting off the minimal flows to our 
estuary and water shortage is expect-
ed and forecast, why have mandatory 
water restrictions not been imple-
mented District wide?   

Part of the problem is that 20 year 
consumptive use water permits have 
been issued by the SFWMD to private 
enterprises without first setting aside 
an allocation of  water for natural sys-
tems.  This has lead to an over alloca-
tion of the water available in the Lake 
Okeechobee/Caloosahatchee basins, 

Natural Resource Policy:  SFWMD and Legislative Session
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Graph showing the water level in Lake Okeechobee in 2010-2011.  The solid blue 
area is the lake level; the solid black line is the Water Shortage Management line.  
Once water levels drop below that line, decisions about lake releases are made by 
the SFWMD and not the Corps.  As of March 15, the lake level was 11.84 feet; 
the Water Shortage Management level on March 15 is 11.78 feet.  The other lines 
correspond to guidelines for lake releases.  Graphs are updated daily and can be 
viewed at http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Divisions/Engineering/Branches/Water-
Resources/WaterMgt/DOCS/Plots/okehp.pdf

Lake Levels in 2010-2011

Water Shortage 
Management line

When lake levels fall below the black line, 
decisions on making releases are con-
trolled by the SFWMD, not by the Corps.

SFWMD Mismanaging Water, Blames Corps of Engineers
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and a continuing shortfall of water supply for the estuary.   
The showdown came at last Thursday’s SFWMD 

Governing Board meeting.   Chairman-elect Joe Collins 
berated the Corps of Engineers for providing minimal 
base flows to the Caloosahatchee against the District’s 
recommendation of no flow, in spite of the objections of 
our representative Vice Chair-elect Charles Dauray. For 
now the lake level remains in the zone where the Corps 
controls releases and they have committed to continuing 
flows for the benefit of the Caloosahatchee estuary.  Un-
fortunately, receding lake levels will soon  drop the lake 
below the water shortage line, at which point decisions 
on where, when and how much water is distributed will 
revert to the SFWMD.    

Florida water law states public water should be  man-
aged to support public resources first, not last.  We en-
courage letters to the Corps and SFWMD regarding how 
water is managed and decisions are made.  Thank the 

Corps for providing  water to the Caloosahatchee and 
Charles Dauray for his support.  Demand that the SF-
WMD put public resources first  and apply conservation 
measures equally across all users.   

Col. Alfred Pantano:  alfred.a.pantano@usace.army.mil
Carol Wehle:  executivedirector@sfwmd.gov

SFWMD Governing Board:
Eric Buermann:  ebuermann@sfwmd.gov
Sandy Batchelor:  sbatchel@sfwmd.gov
Joe Collins:  jcollins@sfwmd.gov
Kevin Powers:  kpowers@sfwmd.gov
Glen Waldman:  gwaldman@sfwmd.gov
Charles Dauray:  cdauray@embarqmail.com

2011 Florida Legislative Session 

As of press time, the water levels in Lake O have 
dropped into the Water Shortage Management band, 
where water release decisions are shifted to the Water 
Management District.

Florida’s 2011 legislative session opened March 8, 
2011 with a projected $4.6 billion deficit.  By all accounts 
this will be one of our toughest sessions yet to protect 
natural resources.  A few bills we are tracking this session 
include:  

Fertilizer Legislation
Senate Bill 606 and House Bill 0457 would delete the 

authority of counties and municipalities — including the 
City of Sanibel and Lee County, who passed the first local 
ordinances — to adopt fertilizer management practices 
more stringent than the weak statewide model ordinance.  
Local communities must have the authority to address lo-
cal sources of pollution.  

Septic Tank Inspections
Senate Bills 168, 82 and 130 and and House Bills 13 

and 167 would eliminate a statewide septic tank inspec-
tion and maintenance program designed to keep nutrient 
pollution from malfunctioning septic systems from seep-
ing into state waters.  Inspection of septic systems is a 
responsible way of protecting the public health, safety and 
welfare and addressing pollution sources at a reasonable 
cost.  SB 1698  offers a compromise that we are tracking.

Numeric Nutrient Water Quality Criteria 
HB 239 and SB 1090 and 1490 prohibits the implemen-
tation of the EPA’s (federal Environmental Protection 
Agency) proposed  numeric nutrient water quality criteria 

and, instead, authorizes the Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection to adopt their own state standards.

HB991:  Agricultural Exemption for wetland impacts  
HB 421 and SB 1174 provides retroactive permit exemp-
tions for agricultural impacts to surface waters and wetlands 

Repeal of Fishing Licenses
Senate Bill 744 would repeal Recreational Fishing Li-

censes for residents and nonresidents to fish in state wa-
ters.   This bill which does not yet have a house compan-
ion  bill, would eliminate the source of essential funding 
that supports fisheries management, law enforcement and 
research.  Lee County receives the second highest revenue 
in the state for saltwater fishing licenses, second only to 
Monroe County.  Eliminating license fees would forfeit 
millions in restoration fund money and eliminate anglers’ 
direct investment in  fisheries.

Some Good News...
Good news includes the withdrawal of  House and 

Senate Bills proposing to build golf courses in state 
parks.   Nicknamed the Jack Nicklaus Golf Trail, this 
terrible idea has been withdrawn by sponsors Rep. Pat 
Rooney (former SFWMD Governing Board member) 
of West Palm Beach and Sen. John Thrasher of St. Au-
gustine.   In other good news, Governor Scott withdrew 
proposed cuts to state parks in recognition of the tre-
mendous fiscal asset they represent.
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Looking for Gopher Tortoises Retired From Racing
By Dee Serage, Living with Wildlife Educator   

SCCF holds individual records for approximately 350 island gopher 
tortoises dating back to 1978.  In that year 156 gopher tortoises were 
released onto the islands.  These were tortoises that had run their races 
— that’s right, races — first at the Edison Pageant of Light and then at 
the Fort Myers Beach Shrimp Festival gopher tortoise races.  

The Seminole Indians were paid 25 cents each to collect these 
poor tortoises.  The tortoises were then sold for $5 to businesses and 
individuals who decorated and painted their shells as advertisements.  
They were raced in heats of 6 to 8, the first turtle that made it to the 
outer circle won.  Now there is an advertising strategy for you.  The 
State of Florida banned gopher tortoise races in 1989.

Before each individual tortoise was released, small holes were 
strategically drilled into the outer edges of their shells by volunteers 
and staff of SCCF.  These holes assigned each turtle a number and 
identified this tortoise for life and even after death.  SCCF staff con-
tinued marking island tortoises like this for many years to keep track of 
island populations.  Presently gopher tortoise burrows are counted on a 
yearly basis on all SCCF preserved lands.   Last October’s count con-
cluded that 228 tortoises reside on SCCF lands. 

Gopher tortoises can live 60 to 80 years.  Are some of the 1978 race tortoises still alive and well on Sanibel and Captiva?  
Those drilled holes would tell us.  If you see a tortoise in your neighborhood that has holes drilled through the edges of its 
shell please call Dee at SCCF (472-2329).  We will give you a form to mark where you see holes or send a volunteer to ob-
serve.  Whoever finds the oldest marked tortoise wins an etched Lucas Century gopher tortoise mug.  Hope some of those 
retired tortoises are still around.    (See page 13 to learn what to do when you see a gopher tortoise crossing the road.)

Tortoise #94

We have been on an extraordinary journey 
and, thanks to so many of you, we are now closer 
to the end than the beginning.   

This is the last of three island-wide requests we 
have made seeking your help. The next two pages 
list the names of more than 934 families who have 
made pledges or outright gifts to help us preserve 
the 28.3-acre Bailey Family Homestead. Doing so 
marks such an important chapter in our islands’ 
conservation history, and we’re closer than ever to 
reaching our goal.   

If you haven’t given yet, please consider using 
the enclosed reply envelope so we can add your 
name to this much appreciated list of supporters.   

If you have already made a gift or pledge, 
please consider if you can support us one more 
time.   

Either way, it might just be your act of gener-
osity that carries us over the top.   

We’re planning a tremendous donor party if 
we’re able to acquire and preserve this wildlife 
habitat, and we hope you’ll be there with us to 
celebrate.   

Sincerely,

Erick Lindblad
Executive Director

Dear Friends and Neighbors,



Thanks to our fellow islanders, we have raised more than half of the $5.3 million needed to preserve the Bailey Homestead.
Mr. John Ackler
Dr. and Mrs. Charles V. Adair
Charles and Linda Adams
Donald and Jane Adams
Hayward Adams
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Anonymous
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Bert and Pat Armstrong
Dale and Julie Armstrong
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Mr. and Mrs. Patrick V. Auletta
Stephen and Laura Avakian
Gary and Marsha Bach
Donald and Karen Bachman
William  Badgley and Carol McEntee
Barry and Janette Baker
Charlotte Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Balch
Armand and Beverly Ball
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Ballen
Bank Of The Islands/Edison National Bank
Mark and Gretchen Banks
Doug and Lu Bannerman
Harmon and Ann Banning
Mrs. Noel Barbee
David and Hazel Barber
John and Judy Barbieri
Mrs. Patricia C. Barbour
John and Joyce Barney
Richard Bartleson, Ph.D.
Gillian E. Bath
Ms. Barbara Baumecker
Dave and Jean Bauerly
Mary J. Bayrd
Marion B. Bayers
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Dr. Robert B. Benjamin
Mr. Frank K. Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Bennett
Peter and Paula Bentinck-Smith
Bob and Sara Berendt
Mr. Don W. Berg
Bruce and Carolyn Bergen
David and Esta Berger
Drs. Daniel and Debra Bergmann
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Bergstrom
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Ellen Biegler
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Ray and Elaine Birck
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Ruth and Dick Blodgett
Dr. John C. Bloom
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Chuck and Staci Bolanowski
John T. Boorman
Mrs. Jane B. Bopp
Mrs. Alexandra Bordiuk
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Borowiak
Mrs. Shirley K. Boscov
Bill and Jaye Boswell
Woody and Sharon Boudeman
James Boughton and Leslie Simmons

Mrs. Hilda Bould
Kevin Bowden & Candice Ethridge-Bowden
Katharine J. Boyd
Linda and Wayne Boyd
Drs. Martin and Roberta Braun
Donald and Kathleen Brigham
H. Pharr and Virginie H. Brightman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bringer
Mrs. Suzanne E. Britton
Anne Brooke and Doug Murray
Mr. and Mrs. William A.C. Brooks
Crist and Katherine Brown
Bob and Jane Brown
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Bailey	hoMeSTead	—	TaleS	FroM	The	PaST

If land could talk, there would be hundreds of stories from 
one of the oldest farmsteads on Sanibel. This is an oppor-
tunity learn a few of the anecdotes and glimpses of the past.  
Have you noticed the 1000’ of yellow rope on Periwinkle 
Way? Learn more about preliminary plans if SCCF has suc-
cess in its acquisition of this historic land.  Get an update 
on our progress in the quest to conserve a fantastic wildlife 
corridor in SCCF’s Honoring the Past, Protecting the Fu-
ture campaign.  Thursday, April 21 at 2 p.m.  Free.

Beach	clean-uP	—	Make	Way	For	TurTleS

Sea turtle season that begins May 1st and local schools have 
vacation that day.  The Sanibel Rec Center will be taking 
kids to some of the City’s beaches — Bowman’s, Blind Pass 
and Tarpon Bay —  but there are still miles of beach to be 
checked for litter and debris.  If you have some spare time 
that morning, grab a bag and lend a hand in the sand.  The 
Lighthouse to the Sundial is in particular need of attention.  
The area north of beach access #1 to the Gulf Ridge subdi-
vision is more isolated and could use a once over tidying up 
as well.  And all of Captiva needs to be checked.  Partici-
pants are invited to drop off their full bag of beach litter  at 
the Nature Center and come enjoy refreshments while sup-
plies last.  This is a chance for Sanibel School students to 
add to community volunteer hours.  For those joining us:  
please do not go up into the dune vegetation because Snowy 
Plovers and other shorebirds are nesting.  For further infor-
mation about the beach cleanup call Kristie at 472-2329.  
Tuesday, April 26 from 9 a.m. -12:30 p.m.

BoBcaT	TaleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range.  No one knows how many 
bobcats there are on Sanibel and Captiva but according 
to the book this adaptable feline’s ability to survive close 
to humans is one of the reasons for the bobcat’s success.  
Rats and mice can make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
To learn more about the biology and society of this shy fe-
line that moves so peacefully among us, you are invited to 
attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, April 13at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

BuTTerFly	houSe	TourS	
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.
 

calooSahaTchee	oxBoW	&	riverlore	cruiSe

Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosa-
hatchee on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy 
Director Rae Ann Wessel, a long-time river advocate.  Rae 
Ann is a river researcher, aquatic ecologist and historian.  
Follow the river back to a time when a waterfall served as 
the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved 
living amongst the wilderness.  The Sunday, April 10 cruise 
is sold out but there are still spaces on the final cruise of the 
season, on Sunday, May 8 (Mothers Day) from 1 - 3:30 p.m.  
Meet at Franklin Lock & Dam on the public use area off SR 
80.  Space is limited. Reservations required.  $40 per person.  
For more info call 472-2329.

 dolPhin	and	WildliFe	advenTure	cruiSeS

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

earTh	day	aT	SccF
Since Earth Day falls on Good Friday this year, we’re try-
ing something different.  We will have three events on 
different days: an April 26 Beach Cleanup to Make Way 
for Turtles; an April 27 trip to the Lee County Resource 
Recovery and Recycling Center in Buckingham (see Re-
cycling); and an April 29 trip to Worden Farm in Punta 
Gorda.  See individual listings for more information.

GaTor	TaleS

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. 
Florida’s history of gators and humans are closely inter-
twined. To learn about these fascinating creatures and 
what we must do to ensure our safety and their survival 
on the islands please attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesday, 
April 6 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Call 472-2329 for 
more information.

huMan	uSeS	oF	Florida	naTive	PlanTS

On Tuesdays at 10 a.m., a volunteer will be in the teaching 
shelter by the Ethnobotany Garden, making baskets from 
native fibers.  Stop by and ask questions and then take a 
self-guided tour the garden.  Did you know that Henry 
Ford stuffed the seats of his cars with the air plant, Spanish 
moss, or that Thomas Edison used the giant native Seaside 
Goldenrod for electrical conductivity experiments?  Calu-
sa fishermen of the past used the poisonous saponins in 
certain native plants to harvest their fish.  Tuesdays at 10 
a.m.in the Teaching Shelter by the Ethnobotay Garden. 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF April 2011 Program Schedule
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invaSive	nile	MoniTor	lizardS

In 2008 a nile monitor lizard was found dead floating in 
an island lake.  It was 7 feet long and thankfully a male.  
Where did this invasive non-native, tree climbing, egg 
eating lizard come from?  Was it a pet gone wild or did 
it swim over from the 2,000 plus escapee population liv-
ing in Cape Coral?  Thankfully there have been no new 
documented sightings of this invasive lizard since 2008.  
Come and learn more about the life cycle of this lizard 
that climbs trees and could greatly affect bird, sea turtle, 
and gopher tortoise populations if it ever swam across 
Pine Island Sound and got a foothold on the islands.  Fri-
day, April 1 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

oTTer	TaleS

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this large, 
aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  River 
otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture the 
hearts of all who see them.  Otter sightings have increased 
recently on SCCF trails.  Following the program take a 
walk on the trail and view an otter communication sight.  
Wednesday, April 27 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

oWl	TaleS

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  There is 
a nest box on the side of the SCCF Nature Center where 
Barn owls have nested off and on since 1980... will they 
return this year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting 
phase with males guarding territory and calling to females.   
On Wednesday, April 20 at 10 a.m. you are invited to SCCF 
to learn more about the “Owls of Sanibel and Captiva.”  The 
cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members and children 
attending for free. 

recyclinG	Field	TriP

Just where does that milk jug go when you put it on the 
curb? Where does your regular garbage go? Is it up in 
smoke? These questions will be answered by staff of the 
Lee County Solid Waste Department during a field trip 
on Wednesday, April 27. The program starts at 10 am at 
the Lee County Resource Recovery and Recycling Center 
10500 Buckingham Road. Give us a call and for a reserva-
tion. Space is limited. Please call Kristie at SCCF 472-2329, 
ext. 203 for more information and to let her know you are 
coming.  Wednesday, April 27 at 10 a.m. in Buckingham.

SailinG	under	The	STarS

Linger out on the water, sail under the stars and enjoy an 

introduction to our night sky.  Planets, stars and constel-
lations will be identified along the way.  Mythology and 
mysteries of the universe will be appreciated under the 
magic of the night sky.  Join us and share in the universal 
and timeless fascination of our night skies.   Sailing under 
the Stars will be offered on Thursdays and Saturdays and 
will last approximately one and a half hours.  Times, cost, 
reservations and additional information may be obtained by 
calling Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.

SaniBel	Plan

The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems. This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and 
the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded 
the preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural 
resources we all enjoy today.  Join us on Thursday, April 14 
at 2 p.m. to hear more about the City that almost wasn’t and 
the work that led to its conservation. Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.

endanGered	SMallTooTh	SaWFiSh

Gregg Poulakis works for the FWC and does his sawfish 
research out of the Charlotte Harbor Field Laboratory.  
The population of smalltooth sawfish off the shores of 
Florida has severely declined in the last century due to 
bycatch in commercial and recreational fisheries but also 
because they naturally have a low reproductive potential.  
Their saws, used for hunting, easily got tangled in nets 
and were sought as trophies.  The mouth of the Caloo-
sahatchee River is one of a few remaining sawfish strong-
holds.  Friday, April 8 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free.

SnoWy	PloverS

Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Those who 
wish to can carpool to the beach following the program to 
see some snowy plovers.  Thursdays, April 15 and 28 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, 
with members and children free. 

TideS,	currenTS	and	The	Florida	ShelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day, this program 
may be of interest to you. If you have wondered why you 

Continued on Page 12
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can see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide, 
you may be interested in this program.   A year ago  you 
may remember hearing of an unfamiliar place – the Flor-
ida Shelf.  Where is it and why it was our guardian angel 
during and after the BP disaster?  Stop by SCCF’s Nature 
Center for an introduction to how water behaves as the 
earth spins, the moon orbits and the winds blow.  Thurs-
day, April 7 at 2 p.m. at the Nature Center. Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.

TrailS	and	TaleS

Tales and Trails is a result of a coalition comprised of SCCF, 
CROW, Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum, J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge and the Sanibel Historical 
Village & Museum to present a comprehensive overview 
of the five island organizations. The hour-long presenta-
tion begins at the Refuge at 9:30 a.m.; after attending the 
orientation participants are encouraged to visit each of the 
coalition members’ museum or nature center.  Attendees 
who then come to SCCF will be eligible for special incen-
tives such as a coupon for 25% off of a Captiva Cruises 
excursion. This program is a great way to get a condensed 
version of community efforts to conserve and preserve the 
very special places we call Sanibel and Captiva. Wednesday, 
April 6 at 9:15 a.m. Program is free of charge, registration 
required. Please register using the Sanibel Trails and Tales of-
ficial website:  www.sanibeltrailsandtales.com/meet.php 

Trail	WalkS:	exPlore	SaniBel’S	inTerior	WeTlandS

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida be-
cause it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosys-
tem that has not been lost to development.  This Ever-
glades-like ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants 
and animals.  Join us for a guided walk through the inte-
rior wetlands and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract 
with discussion of native habitats, natural and cultural 
history and preservation efforts.  Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays at 11 a.m. and also on Wednesdays at 2 p.m.  
Meet at the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for 
non-members; free to members and children.

TurTle	TrackS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring pro-
grams in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and habits 
of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are doing to pro-
tect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a talk and touch 
tank program.  Following the presentation, carpool to an is-
land beach to learn more.  Thursdays, April 7 and 21 at 10 
a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and children, 
$5 for non-members.

TurTleS,	TorToiSeS	and	TerraPinS

The Nature Center now has a tank with live hatchlings 
of peninsula cooter, Florida softshell, red-eared and yel-

low-bellied sliders and mud turtles.  Bring in the grand-
kids.  And a new addition is a beautiful species, the or-
nate diamondback terrapin, featured in a new 220-gallon 
tank.  This saltwater species lives in the brackish water of 
the mangrove creeks where they forage on shrimp, fiddler 
crabs, and anything else they can dig up.  Join us on Tues-
days, April 12 and 26 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
with members and children free.

SccF	WildliFe	Tour	WiTh	dinner	aT	The	duneS

Alligators, eagles, wading birds, maybe even a crocodile will 
be on the front side of dinner at the Dunes this winter.  With 
all those lakes, golf courses attract wildlife that is easily ob-
servable.  A forty five minute late afternoon wildlife tour by 
golf cart will be lead by an interpreter from SCCF.  Dinner 
in the club house will follow.   The wildlife tour leaves from the 
clubhouse on Tuesday, April 5 and Thursday, April 21.  Reserva-
tions are required, please call The Dunes at 472-3355 and ask 
for Julayne.  Cost including tax and tip is $30.

Worden	FarM	Tour

Celebrate Earth Day by learning about our connection to 
the land through the food we eat! Take a tractor-drawn 
wagon hayride with a friendly guide, and get introduced 
to life on a working organic family farm. Learn about 
certified organic vegetable production in Florida, see the 
family collection of farm animals - beef cattle, dairy goats, 
chickens, and pigs, and get your questions answered 
about how to garden organically.  Worden Farm is an 
85-acre certified organic family farm in Southwest Flor-
ida, founded and actively run by Chris Worden, Ph.D. 
and Eva Worden, Ph.D.  The farm’s organic produce is 
available directly to the local community in season, Fall 
through Spring, at farmers’ markets and through a com-
munity supported agriculture (CSA) farm membership 
orogram.  The tour begins at the farm at 10 a.m. and will 
last approximately one hour.  Meet at the SCCF parking 
lot at 8:15 a.m. to carpool.  If you would like to picnic at 
the farm, bring a bagged lunch.  Otherwise, lunch is on 
your own.  Friday, April 29 at 8:15 a.m. to carpool; tour 
begins at 10 a.m.  Cost: $15.

SCCF April 2011 Program Schedule

The first snowy plover 
nest of the season on 
Sanibel was staked on 
Sunday, March 13.  
Wildlife Habitat Man-
agement staff and vol-
unteers monitor nesting 
on Sanibel.

Sanibel’s First Snowy Plover Nest of 2011
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After two years of research and 
160 hours of total dive time, the fi-
nal report on populations of drift 
macroalgae around Sanibel is com-
plete.  The goal of the research was 
to understand the causes behind mas-
sive red algae strandings on Sanibel’s 
beaches that occurred from 2002-
2007.  SCCF’s Marine Lab led three 
of the project’s nine objectives.    

There were eight participating 
research institutions and universities, 
including the Marine Lab.  The proj-
ect leader, Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity (FGCU) presented the findings 
for the overall project at the Sanibel 
City Council meeting on March1, 

2011.  Scientists from FGCU, the 
University of Miami, University of 
South Florida (USF), the Dauphin 
Island Sea Lab, the University of New 
Hampshire (UNH), Nova SE Uni-
versity, and Wood’s Hole Oceano-
graphic Institution all contributed to 
the overall effort.  

Macroalgal species composition 
can be a useful indicator of the coast-
al pollution and eutrophication.  Eu-
trophication is the combination of 1) 
the addition of nutrients by humans 
through fertilizers or sewage and 2) 
the negative responses to those addi-
tions within the ecosystem (e.g., algae 
blooms, hypoxia).  

Study components
SCCF Marine Lab scientists and 

staff: 
Continued on Page 14

Marine Lab:  Drift Algae Study Concludes
By Loren Coen, Ph.D. and Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D.

A common macroalgal species (Agard-
hiella subulata) collected from Tarpon 
Bay Beach in November 2010.

Kristie’s Almanac -- from P. 2
Other plants will be fruiting.  All of which 
are good for migrants to build a fat supply 
for a next night’s flight. Our bird bath pro-
vides another invitation.  There’s dehydra-
tion after a trip over the Gulf and a drink 
of fresh water is sorely needed.  Dry Tor-
tugas National Park has a little fountain in 
the middle of the fort. 

Watch for a southerly breeze as it gives 
the birds an extra push. For some extra 
fun take a look at http://badbirdz2.word-
press.com.  It is the Key West radar tuned a 
bit to show the enormous flights of birds 
crossing the Straits of Florida and eastern 
Gulf. It is stunning to see just how dense 
the bird numbers are in the late evening. 

When the radar starts lighting up, 
come look in the trees around the park-
ing lot and the Native Plant Nursery, the 
Periwinkle Preserve or the Sanibel light-
house trails.  I am not a good birder.  I 
am best if the bird stands at least a foot 
and a half tall.  Soon it will be time to 
spot a little jewel or two.  

Who needs to know their names anyway?

To help a gopher tortoise cross the road, stop your car and wait for it to 
cross or place it on the side it was heading toward. 

Helping a Tortoise Cross the Road
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• Sampled the macroalgal populations;
• Characterized the nearshore, offshore and inshore  

habitats (both marine, or saltwater, and estuarine, ar-
eas where freshwater mixes with Gulf waters); 

• Collected samples for the other investigators;  
• Mapped habitats and macroalgae over large areas near 

Sanibel and Captiva and six miles or more offshore;  
• Conducted experiments on the possibility of biologi-

cal control of macroalgae through grazing by sea ur-
chins;  

• Since no large-scale blooms occurred during the 
study period, SCCF scientists summarized infor-
mation from other areas with blooms as well as 
relevant anecdotal information from 2003-2010.

Sampling regimen
Sampling was conducted every other month (usu-

ally during the first two weeks) from May 2008 through 
July 2010.  Four days per sampling event were needed to 
sample 13 stations distributed from Redfish Pass to Wig-
gins Pass.  

A total of 96 species were collected during the study 
period (2008-2010) whose identities were confirmed by 
Florida’s long-time seaweed expert, Dr. Clinton Dawes 
from the University of South Florida.  A total of 20 com-
mon species were frequently found on the area’s beaches 
during the large events from 2002-2007 on Sanibel’s 
beaches.  

Habitat types that support macroalgae
Macroalgae were frequently abundant in two prima-

ry habitat types around Sanibel Island and Fort Myers 
Beach:  inshore near the Causeway; and offshore on lime-
stone (rocky) reef outcroppings.  Each area contained a 
unique set of species and the species in each area reached 
maximum abundance at different times of year.  These 
differences can be partly accounted for by temperature 
and light availability.   
• Inshore near the causeway:  maximum abundance oc-

curred between January and May.
• Offshore (mostly northern Sanibel/Captiva) on lime-

stone (rocky) reef outcroppings:  maximum abun-
dance occurred from June to September.  

Where does algae on the beach come from?
Lab staff performed detective work trying to match 

up the source of algae on beaches based on what species 
were also found in our assessments near and far from 

beaches.  Macroalgae stranded on Fort Myers Beach in 
March 2010 were those species more typically found in 
shallow habitats around the Sanibel Causeway and in San 
Carlos Bay.  When macroalgae was stranded at Tarpon 
Bay Beach on November 11, 2010, the stranded species 
more closely resembled an offshore, reef-associated com-
munity.  

Both habitat types can produce macroalgae in suf-
ficient quantities for localized ‘events’ without invoking 
distant offshore sources.  

Pen shells and macroalgae
One bivalve common on beach strandings are pen 

shells.  These common and large species form an exten-
sive habitat on the east end of Sanibel and offshore of Fort 
Myers Beach were observed to trap and support the initial 
growth of attached and later detached, drifting macroal-
gae. 

Grazing on macroalgae
Few grazers in large numbers were collected inshore 

(Pine Island Sound, San Carlos Bay) except for finfish 
(pinfish and parrotfish).  The few invertebrate grazers 
(such as variegated sea urchin, Lytechinus) were collect-
ed only near passes; few were found inshore in seagrass 
beds based on in water sampling and trawling.  In other 
parts of Florida (e.g. St. Joe Bay) Lytechinus is common in 
Thalassia (turtle grass) beds, but sea urchins require high 
salinity and the seagrass beds around the Sanibel Cause-
way have low salinities during the summer months.

Urchin grazing experiments
In May 2010, Lab scientists conducted one-month 

experiments at four sites adjacent to RECON sensors 
(with salinity info).   At each site, three urchins were en-
closed in cages.  The urchins survived fine at the Gulf of 
Mexico, Redfish, and Blind Pass stations.  However, at 
Shell Point — where salinities fluctuated (often near 5-15 
psu for extended periods) — all urchins died.  

Macroalgae was commonly collected in vast amounts 
at inshore and nearshore sites. There was a significant re-
lationship between a high abundance of urchins and a 
corresponding low amount of macroalgae present.  This 
suggests that grazing by urchins and finfish provides an 
important degree of biological control.  

Mapping efforts
Since no large-scale macroalgal bloom occurred dur-

Marine Lab -- Continued from Page 13
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ing the mapping effort, we could not explicitly map the 
distribution of drift macroalgae during the two years.  In-
stead, we mapped and classified the sea bottom according 
its potential to serve as a site for macroalgae attachment 
and growth.  

Video and hydroacoustics (a form of sonar) identified 
five major bottom types: 
Class 1:  Uncolonized soft bottom sediments, 
Class 2:  Sand with shell debris, 
Class 3:  Shelly bottoms, 
Class 4:  Shelly “hash” and live reef hard-bottoms, and 
Class 5:  Seagrasses.

The majority (> 80%) of the areas mapped consisted 
of soft-bottom sediments which were deemed unsuitable 

for drift macroalgae attachment and growth.  Shelly bot-
toms, live reef hard-bottoms and seagrasses contained 
most of the macroalgae.

Two areas suitable for macroalgal attachment
Two areas of bottoms appear to be suitable for mac-

roalgae (covering about 12 square miles, shown as tur-
quoise and green, Classes 4 and 5, in the map below):  
•  A large area of seagrasses and live reef hard-bottom at 

the mouth of San Carlos Bay,; 
• Offshore of Lighthouse Point on Sanibel, again near 

the mouth of San Carlos Bay.  Along the west side of 
a large sandbar area were areas with shelly bottom, 
perfect for attachment and growth.  

• Class 1:  Uncolo-
nized mud/sand, little 
or no shell or epiben-
thos (coral, pen shells, 
sea fans, etc.)

• Class 2:  Mud/sand 
with variably sparse 
shell, rock, epibenthos 
(coral, pen shells, sea 
fans, etc.)

• Class 3:  Packed/
sorted sand/shells, 
sparse macroalgae

• Class 4:  High shell 
content, shell hash and 
live hard bottom

• Class 5:  Abundant 
seagrasses 
(SAV:  submerged 
aquatic vegetation)

Above map:  Video stills representing typical substrate in each of the five Classes.  The mapped areas in San Carlos Bay and off 
Lighthouse Point show the assessment of the potential for Lighthouse and San Carlos Bay sites to generate nuisance macroalgal 
blooms.  .   Colors show areas with appropriate bottom classes for the predicted algal “seed” areas.  Two of the five classes of 
bottoms are believed to be appropriate for algal communities.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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Thanks to the tremendous support from our 
members and the island community, we have 
reached our goal for the acquisition and initial res-
toration of the historic Bailey homestead.

“We are so grateful to everyone who supported 
this campaign,” said Erick Lindblad.  “Donation 
amounts ranged from $5 to $1 million, and it took 
every single donation to help us reach our goal.”

“With donations from almost 1,400 families, 
islanders have sent a strong signal that they still 
support the preservation of wildlife habitat on the 
islands,” said SCCF President Paul Roth. 

“Watch for news about a donor celebration party 
in the fall,” added Erick.  “We couldn’t be happier.”

Funds raised will allow us to:   
• Purchase the 28.3-acre homestead from Francis Bailey; 
• Open the Shipley Trail for hikers, bikers and birders and 

begin the restoration of wildlife habitat on the property;
• Begin initial restoration of the historic home, creating a 

Center for Conservation History to:
 - Tell the story of the Bailey family;
 - Tell the story of the islands’ conservation history.
• Create a Conservation Gateway to direct visitors on to 

other historic and environmental organizations and sites 
on Sanibel and Captiva.

• Continue the Foundation’s conservation of coastal 
habitats and aquatic resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed.

Staff, Board members and volunteers sharing the news.

Bailey Homestead Campaign:  Thank you Bailey Homestead Campaign:  Thank you 
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Natural Resource Policy:  High Salinities Killing the Caloosahatchee
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Tapegrass beds were lush in August 2010 when summer rains provided freshwater.  By December 2010, severe losses of grass 
bed habitat were documented (the green “tufts” are a salinity-tolerant algae).

Water management decisions the past nine weeks 
have cut off the Caloosahatchee from life-giving freshwa-
ter, totally eliminating the low salinity zone required for 
current spawning of snook, shrimp, blue crabs, tapegrass 
and anchovies.  

 The result is salinities so  high that there is no estuary 
mixing zone left in the river.  Instead of providing a minus-
cule amount of water to the river from Lake O — 300 cfs 
— the SFWMD has instead cut off all supply of water to 
the river and is giving it all, nearly 3000 cfs, to agriculture 
and municipal users while the Lake and Caloosahatchee 
ecosystems suffer actual loss of  habitat and wildlife. 

Minimal base flows of freshwater are all that are needed 
during the dry season and drought to protect the freshwa-
ter habitat of the upper Caloosahatchee estuary.   These 
flows provide major benefits to the estuary with minimal 
impact on Lake Okeechobee water levels.  Flows to support 
the Caloosahatchee amount to less than one inch off the 
lake while permitted users take multiple inches off the lake.  

However, despite forecasts beginning in October 
2010 that anticipated the worst drought conditions in 
80 years, the South Florida Water Management District 
(SFWMD)  waited until March 26 to announce a 15% 
reduction in water use for permitted users.  Agriculture, 
sod farms, golf courses and lawn watering are supposed 

to  cut back by 15%.  Meanwhile the  Caloosahatchee 
has been cut off 100% since March 6.  Last Fall, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers controlled releases from Lake 
Okeechobee.  They made releases to the Caloosahatchee 
from October to December and again, from January 
until March 6.  However, once the water level in Lake 
Okeechobee dropped into the Water Shortage Manage-
ment zone, the authority for managing who gets water 
from the lake shifted from the Corps to the SFWMD.  
The District now determines where, when and how much 
water is delivered out of the lake.  

Freshwater releases to the Caloosahatchee are needed 
during the dry season and droughts to provide water for 
two primary objectives:
• To maintain a salinity gradient downstream of the 

Franklin Lock (S-79 water control structure) to main-
tain a low salinity habitat for larval fishes, which is 
critical during spring and summer peak reproductive 
periods and 

• To reduce stagnation above the Franklin Lock.  Stagna-
tion can stimulate blue-green algae blooms that cause 
the Olga Water Treatment Plant to be shut down. In 
the past, blue-green algae blooms have resulted in the 
area being posted as unsafe for fishing and swimming 
by the Lee County Health Department.
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Continued on Page 4

Caloosahatchee:  Too Much Water or Too Little Water
The Caloosahatchee and its estuary provide critical habitat and environmental resources that support a $3 bil-

lion economy and over 124,000 jobs in southwest Florida.  The Caloosahatchee estuary suffers ecologically from 
both too much water during the wet season and lack of water during the dry season 

Loss of storage from channelization and flood control efforts result in 70% of the unwanted water from the 
greater Everglades being discharged to the Caloosahatchee and to tide in the wet season, turning the estuary fresh 
and impacting seagrass habitat and estuarine species.

In the dry season, decisions by water managers cut off freshwater releases to the Caloosahatchee from Lake 
Okeechobee, resulting in high salinity and causing the loss of a freshwater mixing zone and hundreds of acres of 
freshwater tapegrass habitat.  This habitat is critical for the reproduction and survival of economically important 
fishery species including snook, drum, silver perch, redfish, bay anchovy, crabs and shrimp.  It is a critical food 
source for the Endangered Florida Manatee in the Caloosahatchee estuary, where the state’s largest number of 
animals congregate in the winter.

The economy of the west coast community is dependent upon a healthy, vibrant and resilient estuary.

Maps of the Caloosahatchee from Feburary 27 (left) and April 25 (right) showing the salinity expansion toward the WP 
Franklin Lock.  Tapegrass, which provides important habitat, requires salinity no higher than 10 psu (psu=ppt, or parts per 
thousand).  The yellow areas indicate the presence of tapegrass; the red dots indicate the loss of tapegrass habitat.  In Febru-
ary, the 10 psu line was in the yellow areas.  By April 25, the salinity at the Franklin Lock was 11.4 psu.  The map on right 
shows where the 10 psu line should be for a healthy ecosystem.

10 psu line on Feb. 27 By April 25, salinity at the Franklin 
Lock was up to 11.4 psu.

Where the 
10 psu line 
should be

The high salinities resulting from the lack of flow have caused ex-
tremely unfavorable conditions for water quality and our entire ecosys-
tem.  This is a critical time for wading bird nesting on rookery islands in 
the river and Matlacha Pass National Wildflife Refuge.  The success of 
these rookeries is dependent on easily accessible food sources provided 
by the shellfish and bait fish species of the area.  However the loss of a 
low salinity zone in the estuary and extremely high salinities are having 
a significant  negative impact on water quality and the reproductive po-
tential of the local wading bird population.  One island that, last year, 
had 300 wading bird nests has just two nests this year, possibly due to 
the lack of bait fish.

At this writing there is a massive dinoflaggelate bloom covering a 
large area of the river.

In the lower estuary, salinities of 30-35 psu are well above the 25 

Definition of Irony: 
The Florida Senate voted to pass leg-

islation to designate the barking tree frog 
as the state amphibian.  This species is 
an important indicator of wetland health 
and is in decline in Florida.  Its habitat 
is shallow water, seasonal wetlands:  the 
exact areas that SB 1174, the “Wetlands 
Free for Ag” Act — which passed this 
year — will exempt from permitting and 
eliminate.  This legislative session, with 
its relentless assault on our environment, 
will go far toward assuring that these 
frogs as well as many other species and 
our water supply are threatened.  Ironic.
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By Dee Serage Century, Living With Wildlife Educator

In the summer of 2010, island golf course managers 
and staff came together for an “Alligator Behavior” class 
at SCCF, since golf course employees have daily contact 
with alligators.  They could be the eyes for the neighbor-
hoods, spotting a “bad” gator before someone is hurt.  
There has never been a human attack by alligator on any 
of the island golf courses.  

The Dunes golf course manager, Sean Balliet, attended 
with his staff, looking for ways to help him deal with com-
plaints he was receiving about the alligator population in 
the golf course lakes.  SCCF and the Dunes hatched the 
plan for “Wildlife Tours” and “Alligator Awareness” classes 
for the golf membership and residents as a solution.

The day of that SCCF class, the crocodile which had 
been released in J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Continued on Page 7

Gator mother and baby

Policy -- Continued from Page 3
psu desired range for eastern oyster productivity, growth, 
larval recruitment and spawning. As a result, disease prev-
alence is between 60 – 100% and the survival of juvenile 
oysters in open cages is poor due to high predation as a 
result of these high salinities. 

Stealing water from natural systems to give it to pri-
vate users is not responsible management of our public 
water supply, it is a taking of our natural resource heritage 

and an assault on our local economy.    
SCCF and our west coast partners, the City of Sani-

bel, Lee County and the J. N. “Ding” Darling National 
Wildlife Refuge have been publishing a weekly Caloo-
sahatchee & Estuary Condition Report  that provides a 
scientific assessment of the current conditions in the Ca-
loosahatchee river and estuary and how these conditions 
affect the health, productivity and function of the estuary.   

Living with Wildlife:  Standing up for Alligators

You may have noticed check-
erboard-like symbols popping up 
in magazine ads, billboards, web 
pages, and even business cards, and 
wondered what they are?  They are 
two-dimensional bar codes known 
as quick response (QR) codes.  QR 
codes can store a wide variety of in-
formation such as a web site address, 
a phone number, email address, con-
tact information, calendar event or 
just plain text.  

To use a QR code all you need is a 
web-enabled smart phone with a cam-
era and barcode scanner app.  There 

are dozens of free barcode scanner 
apps available, just search for one you 
like.  Once you have installed a bar-
code scanner app, simply open the 
app and aim your phone’s camera at 
the QR code.  It’s that simple! In this 
and future newsletters we may use 
QR codes to direct you to our web-
site, where we can provide you with 
more information. 

Now that you know what QR 
codes are, keep an eye out for them. 
You will be surprised how many 
places you’ll find them.

Track changing conditions in the river
To track conditions in the river as they change, visit www.sccf.org.  And if you have a smart phone, you can scan 

the QR code below, which will take you directly to the Caloosahatchee page on our website.

Follow river conditions on our web site with QR Codes
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Living with Wildlife:  Let’s Talk Bobcats
By Dee Serage-Century, Living with Wildlife Educator and Amanda Bryant, Biologist and Sea Turtle Coordinator

SCCF staff used to sit around the lunchroom table 
and wonder how many island residents knew about those 
small, elusive bobcats that lived so peacefully in their 
neighborhoods as well as the preserved lands of Sanibel 
and Captiva.  Following the alligator attack in 2004 that 
led to 142 gators being removed from Sanibel and killed 
in a year, it became clear that it was time to gear up pub-
lic education about living with island predators.  Almost 
3,000 people have attended the “Bobcat Tales” program 
at SCCF since then, with a mixed audience of residents 
and visitors.  Learning about animal behavior helps us 
know what to do and what not to do.

So what good are those bobcats and gators anyway?  
Without them, raccoons would move to the top of the is-
land food chain.  Raccoons eat turtle and bird eggs.  Bob-
cats and gators both eat raccoons.  Much of the bobcat 
diet is made up of rats and rabbits.  The non-native Green 
Iguanas that the city pays a trapper to remove for us are 
also on their menu.  Bobcats and gators also might catch 
a Nile monitor lizard if another one of these egg-eating, 
tree-climbing invasive reptiles ever shows up again on the 
islands… and they work for free! 

Living safely with bobcats is simple…don’t get too 
close, and certainly don’t chase one... you will scare it. 
Leaving dog or cat food outside is inviting trouble, es-
pecially overnight.  Secure all garbage cans, particularly 
from those dumpster diving raccoons.  Most important-
ly: house cats need to stay inside for their sake and to 
protect the birds they kill.  Your housecat can be viewed 
as an intruder in your local bobcat’s territory.  Dogs 
on a leash are not a problem for bobcats or for you on 
your daily walks.  Maybe you will get lucky and see one.  
There has never been a negative human/bobcat encounter 

on Sanibel.  The gator involved in the 2004 attack was a 
gator observed to be fed by humans. 

SCCF’s focus has expanded from preserving and 
managing quality bobcat habitat into “Living with Bob-
cat” education and now bobcat research has begun.  In 
February, biologist Amanda Bryant began her bobcat re-
search project for SCCF as part of the work for her Mas-
ters degree at FGCU.  While Bryant is known around the 
islands for coordinating the SCCF Sea Turtle Research & 
Monitoring Program, her interests include understanding 
how certain species survive and thrive where humans and 
wildlife areas overlap.  Her experiences prior to coming to 
Southwest Florida involved working with small mammals 
and mid-level mammalian predators.  

The first stage of the research project will be to look at 
the diet of the bobcat population on Sanibel and Captiva.  
To do so, Bryant and volunteers are walking specific routes 
each week and collecting all of the scat ( that would be, 
bobcat poop) they find along the way.  She is also interested 
in bobcat scat not on the designated routes.  If you have a 

Dee Serage, Gary Biltgen and Amanda Bryant with some of 
the bobcat scat collected by Gary, who has volunteered to help 
Amanda with her bobcat research.

A bobcat photographed at The Sanctuary on Sanibel.
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On March 15, 2011, the staff of the Wildlife 
Habitat Management Program (WHMP) visited 
three SCCF properties in Pine Island Sound to 
conduct flora and fauna surveys on any terres-
trial habitat that was found. The three properties 
— York Island, Coconut Island and Long Cut 
Preserve — are all islands that can only be ac-
cessed by way of boat.  York and Coconut Islands 
were purchased in 1998 and Long Cut Preserve 
in 2000 with the help of the Calusa Land Trust 
(CLT). These lands are managed by CLT.

 Most of the smaller islands in Pine Island 
Sound are what we call mangrove islands, mean-
ing that there are not uplands or non-saline soil 
where non-marine plants can grow.  We found 
that Long Cut Preserve and Coconut Island 
were indeed mangrove islands with mostly red 
mangrove (Rhizophora mangle) trees.  Also, it is 
quite common for mangrove islands to contain 
small lakes or creeks that can be seen from aerial 
maps.  These interior water bodies can contain 
brackish water species such as diamondback ter-
rapins (Malaclemys terrapin) and mangrove salt 
marsh snakes (Nerodia clarkii compressicauda).

From the aerial photos it appeared that York 
Island could have adequate uplands to sustain 
species such as cabbage palms (Sabal palmetto) 
and gopher tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus).  

Wildlife Habitat Management:  A Visit to the Other Properties
By Chris Lechowicz, Wildlife Habitat Management Director

Left:  Large sections of the black mangrove forest on York Island were dead.  Right:  Piles of ladder horn snail shells (Ceri-
thidea scalariformi) were found at the base of each deceased black mangrove tree. 

After hiking across this one-mile-long island, we found that the 
interior consisted mostly of black mangrove (Avicennia germinans) 
and sea purslane (Sesuvium portulacastrum) at very low elevations. 
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Bobcats -- Continued from Page 5

Gators -- Continued from Page 4

Barbara Cooley, President of Committee of the Islands, 
presented Erick Lindblad with COTI’s Citizen of the Year 
Award in March.

resident bobcat that likes to mark its territory in your back-
yard, please contact Amanda at 472-3984 for a scat pickup.  

What happens with all of that scat you might ask?  A 
washing machine set to gentle and some pantyhose are all 
it takes to get scat down to the bones and hair that remain 
of a bobcat’s prey.  Analysis of the scat will allow Bryant 
to identify the undigested prey remains.  It will then be 
possible to identify which species are the most important 
food items to bobcats.

The second stage of the project will involve estimating 
the population of bobcats on Sanibel and Captiva.  To ac-
complish this, cameras with a motion-activated sensor will 

be placed throughout the islands to photograph bobcats.  
Since bobcats have unique markings, this will enable 
Bryant to “trap” bobcats without actually catching or 
handling them in any way.  Using the bobcats photo-
graphed, she will be able to produce an estimate of the 
population’s size.

Thanks to all SCCF supporters for helping us pro-
tect and manage habitat for the wild ones.  Please call 
either Dee Serage-Century (472-2329) or Amanda Bry-
ant (472-3984) at SCCF if you have any questions. Please 
send bobcat photos to dserage@sccf.org so we can use them 
in our education programs.

Habitat Management
Continued from left
The perimeter of the island had low uplands containing 
plants such as nickerbean (Caesalpinia bonduc), cats-claw 
(Pithecellobium unguis-cati) and Spanish stopper (Eugenia 
foetida). We did not find cabbage palm, gumbo limbo 
(Bursera simaruba) or any true upland fauna. The only 
vertebrates that were seen using the ground habitat were 
mourning doves (Zenaida macroura) and brown anoles 
(Anolis sagrei). We did see a juvenile bald eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) flying above us on the island.

Large sections of the black mangrove forest on York 
Island were dead. Our theory is that the hurricanes of 
2004-2005 caused the damage.

  We also found piles of ladder horn snail shells (Ceri-
thidea scalariformi) at the base of each deceased black 
mangrove tree. This phenomenon is not uncommon on 
small islands and the forests will rebound with time.

Lindblad Honored

Refuge by the State of Florida was sighted at the Dunes, 
where she has been ever since.  This community was 
going to need some help adjusting to the new arrival.  
Education was hopefully the answer.  At one “Alligator 
Behavior” class at the Dunes this winter, the vote was 
35-to-1, with residents in favor of leaving the gators and 
the croc in the golf course lakes.  Many Dunes residents 
signed a petition in support of not taking gators unless 
they were aggressive.  

Before the SCCF Wildlife Tours started this fall, 
twenty golf club members met with Dunes management 
and asked for the removal of gators from the lakes.  But 
since education began, complaints have stopped.  Hear-
ing from Dunes residents who want the gators left alone 
has supported the management in their recommendation 

that “any member who feels fearful of alligators should 
attend a SCCF Wildlife Tour or education class.”  The 
“SCCF Wildlife Tours” were a great educational success; 
there were waiting lists for most trips.  The tours will be-
gin again in the fall.           

 SCCF thanks the Dunes management for their com-
mitment to education.  Thanks to all who stand up in 
favor of the gators.  It has been a mutually beneficial en-
deavor, with the gators as the real winners.  There would 
be no alligators trapped and killed on Sanibel if individu-
als stopped asking to have them killed.  Gators are not 
lying in wait for us, they are trying to survive in all those 
lakes that were dug during development.  Last year there 
were 16 alligators trapped and killed on Sanibel, the low-
est yearly take ever.
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Bailey Homestead — tales & Progress rePort

If land could talk, there would be hundreds of stories 
from one of the oldest farmsteads on Sanibel. This is an 
opportunity learn a few of the anecdotes and glimpses of 
the past.  Learn more about preliminary plans and get an 
update on our progress in the conservation of a fantastic 
northern Sanibel wildlife corridor.  Thursday, May 12 and 
June 29 at 2:30 p.m.  FREE at the SCCF Nature Center

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Han-
sen describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species 

are in trouble, bobcats seem to be 
flourishing through most of their 
North American range.  No one 
knows how many bobcats there 
are on Sanibel and Captiva but 
according to the book this adapt-
able feline’s ability to survive close 
to humans is one of the reasons 
for the bobcat’s success.  Rats 
and mice can make up to 40% of 
the bobcat’s diet.  To learn more 

about the biology and society of this shy feline that moves 
so peacefully among us, you are invited to attend “Bobcat 
Tales” on Wednesday, May 11 and June 8 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

 dolPHin and Wildlife adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

gator tales

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. 
Florida’s history of gators and humans are closely inter-
twined. To learn about these fascinating creatures and 
what we must do to ensure our safety and their survival 
on the islands please attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesdays, 
June 1 and 15 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Call 472-
2329 for more information.

sailing under tHe stars

Linger out on the water, sail under the stars and enjoy an 
introduction to our night sky.  Planets, stars and constel-
lations will be identified along the way.  Mythology and 
mysteries of the universe will be appreciated under the 
magic of the night sky.  Join us and share in the universal 
and timeless fascination of our night skies.   Sailing under 
the Stars will be offered on Thursdays and Saturdays and 
will last approximately one and a half hours.  Times, cost, 
reservations and additional information may be obtained by 
calling Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.

saniBel Plan and tHe city tHat almost Wasn’t
 The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems. This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement 
and the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work 
yielded the preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful 
natural resources we all enjoy today. Come join us at the 
Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation on Wednesday, 
May 18 and June 15 at 2:30 p.m. to hear more about the 
City that almost wasn’t and the work that lead to its conser-
vation. Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

snoWy Plovers

Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF May-June 2011 Program Schedule



Page 9

SCCF May-June 2011 Program Schedule
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Those who 
wish to can carpool to the beach following the program to 
see some snowy plovers.  Thursdays, May 12 and 26, and 
June 9 and 23 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  
Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

 tides, currents and tHe florida sHelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day, this program may be 
of interest to you.  If you have wondered why you can 
see seagrasses when the tide chart says it is high tide, you 
may be interested in this program.  A year ago  you may 
remember hearing of an unfamiliar place – the Florida 
Shelf.  Where is it and why it was our guardian angel dur-
ing and after the BP disaster?  Come to this introduction 
how water behaves as the earth spins, the moon orbits and 
the winds blow.  Wednesday, May 11 and June 8 at 2:30 
p.m. Members and children 17 and under are free.  The 
program is $5 for non-members.

trails and tales

Tales and Trails is a result of a coalition comprised of SCCF, 
CROW, Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum, J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge and the Sanibel Historical 
Village & Museum to present a comprehensive overview 
of the five island organizations. The hour-long presenta-
tion begins at the Refuge at 9:15 a.m.; after attending the 
orientation participants are encouraged to visit each of the 
coalition members’ museum or nature center.  Attendees 
who then come to SCCF will be eligible for special incen-
tives such as a coupon for 25% off of a Captiva Cruises 
excursion. This program is a great way to get a condensed 
version of community efforts to conserve and preserve the 
very special places we call Sanibel and Captiva. Wednesday, 
June 1 at 9:15 a.m. Program is free of charge, registration re-
quired. Please register using the Sanibel Trails and Tales offi-
cial website:  www.sanibeltrailsandtales.com/meet.php

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring pro-
grams in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and habits 
of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are doing to pro-
tect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a talk and touch 
tank program.  Thursdays, May 19 and June 2, 16 and 30 
at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

turtles, tortoises and terraPins

The Nature Center now has a tank with live hatchlings of 
peninsula cooter, Florida softshell, red-eared and yellow-
bellied sliders and mud turtles.  Bring in the grandkids.  
And a new addition is a beautiful species, the ornate di-
amondback terrapin, featured in a new 220-gallon tank.  
This saltwater species lives in the brackish water of the 
mangrove creeks where they forage on shrimp, fiddler crabs, 
and anything else they can dig up.  Join us on Tuesdays, May 
10 and June 7 and 14 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
with members and children free.

on your oWn at tHe nature center

Butterfly House 
Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.

Human uses of florida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

Walking trails & oBservation toWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.
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The Wildlife Habitat Management Program would 
like to welcome its newest interns to assist with our wild-
life monitoring and land management efforts.  This year, 
we have two interns, both from Michigan. Lisa Strait 
grew up in Rochester, MI and attended Michigan State 
University, where she received her bachelor’s of science in 
Zoology.  Her experience at Cape Cod National Seashore 
studying Piping Plovers, prepared her well for working 
with Sanibel’s population of Snowy Plovers. Lisa hopes 
to use her time at SCCF to gain more field experience 
before attending graduate school.  She’s excited to experi-
ence Florida’s wildlife, especially manatees and sea turtles.

Cassie Cook comes to us from Farmington Hills, MI. 
She attended the University of Michigan, where she got 
her bachelor’s of science in Ecology & Evolutionary Biol-
ogy.  Cassie previously worked for the Forest Service at the 

Lincoln National Forest in New Mexico.  While there, she 
conducted wildlife surveys, focusing mostly on Northern 
Goshawks, salamanders, and butterflies.  She hopes that 
her time at SCCF gives her the opportunity to learn about 
and explore new ecosystems.  Cassie plans to use her experi-
ence here to help prepare for graduate school.

Lisa Strait Cassie Cook

Wildlife Habitat Management Interns

Native Plant Spotlight:  Spanish Bayonet (Yucca aloifolia)
By Jenny Evans, Native Plant Nursery Manager

Spanish Bayonet, also known as Aloe Yucca, is a spectacular sight to be-
hold in bloom, just don’t venture too closely!  Aptly named, the leaves bear 
stiff, sharp points that will inflict a painful stab if encountered.  Spikes of 
Spanish Bayonet flowers are creamy-white in color, and the raw petals are 
apparently quite tasty when added to salads.  Interestingly, though this plant 
often proliferates by root suckers, it does not frequently produce seeds, as the 
yucca moth pollinator is not present in our area.  The leaves are also quite 
fibrous, and were utilized by the early Native American tribes for variety of 
purposes involving fiber.  Leaving the spine intact, you can create a “needle 
and thread” by shredding the leaves behind the tip.  Additionally, early pio-
neers used Spanish Bayonet as a source of rope or string, and used the fibers 
to string fish for drying.  Many other cultures have also taken advantage of 
the sharp tips of the leaves, using the plants as a living fence.

Found throughout Florida, the southeastern United States, Mexico, and 
the West Indies, Spanish Bayonet is related to the better known Agave (of 
which one species is the source of tequila).  Growing to a height of 5-15 feet, 
it is found in typically dry soils, in sun or part shade, and is quite salt toler-
ant.  It is an easy plant to grow, just be sure not to place it near a sidewalk or 
an area where people will come in contact with its spines.  Photo by Tom Pick

Your membership brings far more to SCCF than simply the financial support (which we deeply appreciate!):
• In the public policy arena, member numbers bolster our advocacy efforts.  When we can say to policy makers 

that we represent a large percentage of the islands’ population, they pay closer attention.
• Member dollars are a vote for preserving the very special and unique Sanibel environment. 
• Member dollars also help support the work of the Foundation, from land acquisition and restoration, marine 

research, education, and policy and advocacy, to encouraging the use of native landscaping.  
We can't do it without you.  

Membership Matters
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Greenbacks For Green Land

Barnacle Phil’s Restaurant, a popular boaters destina-
tion on North Captiva Island, is under new ownership. In 
thinking through an overhaul of the restaurant, Deb and 
Charlie Skinner contacted SCCF with an idea. They knew 
Brazilian pepper was slowly taking over valuable wildlife 
habitat on North Captiva Island’s public lands. 

In the restaurant, thousands of dollar bills have been 
tacked to the walls over the past ten years. Could they be 
taken down and used for pepper control? 

So how do you take down dollars that have been af-
fixed to the walls with industrial strength staples?  You call 
the Hammerheads.  How do you get the Hammerheads 
to North Captiva Island?  Call Captiva Cruises.

On Wednesday, March 16, fifteen Hammerheads at-
tacked the walls.  In four hours, coffee break aside, the 
team took down almost $9,000.  It was no easy task. 
Some of the bills came off in parts, requiring the pieces 
be taped together.  The counting from the morning “har-
vest” went well into the afternoon and North Captivans 
joined in the efforts.

In what became a two-day event, over 13,000 pieces of 
paper money came down. So what do you do with color-
ful currency that’s tattered and torn?  You call Bank of the 
Islands, who good-naturedly gathered the cash to begin the 
process of determining how many dollars were legitimate. 

There is a difference between mutilated money and 
defaced money.  Some people think that 51% of a dollar 
bill must be presented in order to get credit, others say 
both serial numbers and another reported George Wash-
ington’s head and two corners would provide enough 
proof.  In the end it is up to the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing to decide and they go to great lengths to make 
that determination. 

See http://www.moneyfactory.gov/uscurrency/damaged
currency.html for more information.  By the way, it is il-
legal to deface U.S. currency and the law is to be enforced 
by the Secret Service.  

In the end, wild land will be restored.  Staff herpe-
tologist, Chris Lechowicz was amazed at the density of 
gopher tortoises on North Captiva.  Tortoises and other 

By Kristie Anders, Environmental Education Director

Before...

Sailfish:

Photos courtesy Matt Cavalier, the Island 
Reporter/Anne W. Bellew, Kristie Anders, 
Brian Holloway and Bank of the Islands.

...After
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wildlife do not do well when native habitat 
is displaced by invasive exotics.  North Cap-
tiva islanders have also spotted several indigo 
snakes, a species not seen on Sanibel since 
the early 1990s. 

Preservation of coastal scrub habitat is a 
continuation of a project that began in the 
1970s when SCCF began lobbying the state 

to acquire portions of both North Captiva 
and Cayo Costa with Conservation and Rec-
reation Lands funds.  The letters, phone calls 
and boat tours noted in SCCF’s files show the 
hard work put into the effort by staff and vol-
unteers to preserve the islands to the north. 

There is no certainty as of yet to the total 
value of the money.  Stay tuned.

Tongue-in-cheek recreation 
of the old smuggling days

Bank of the Islands staffers sorting and 
bundling Barnacle Phil’s dollar bills.  
Kristie Anders offered to do some money-
laundering (in a washing machine!) but the 
bank accepted the very dirty and dusty 
bills as they were.
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After a last-minute staff scramble to move tables 
and chairs into the Nature Center (and out of the rain!), 
SCCF staff welcomed our volunteers to the annual 
“Thank You!” dinner.

Following a meet-and-greet (aided by an open bar  
and hors d’oeuvres on the tables), staff served up a great 
buffet dinner prepared by Leslie Adams Catering.

Erick Lindblad gave an update on the Honoring the 
Past - Protecting the 
Future campaign to 

purchase the Bailey Homestead and invited Richard Shipley 
to say a few words.  The Shipley Foundation Challenge Grant 
of $500,000 gave the campaign a tremendous early boost.

Erick, Dee Serage and Department Heads then hand-
ed out thank you gifts — Lucas Century glassware — to 
volunteers who have given more than 10 years or over 
1,000 hours of their time.  The Marine Lab’s Sabrina 
Lartz also gave an update on the progress of the restora-
tion of mangroves and oyster reefs in Clam Bayou, much 
of which has been done by volunteers and students.

To Our Volunteers:

VOLUNTEER AWARDS
Sea Turtles
10 Years
G. Don Adams
Jane Adams
Tom Krekel
Gloria Krekel
Lewis Walt
Janet Walt
Chandra Liebetrau
David Liebetrau

Greater than 1,000 Hours
Ann Wollschlager
Bill Wollschlager
Tory Burch

Nature Center and Office
10 Years
Gillian Bath
Margaret Currie
Molly Downing
Nancy Lagan
Rick Siders
Martha Smith

15 Years
Emily Schofield

Greater than 1,000 Hours
Jeanne Tyrer
Paul Andrews
Ginny Egensteiner
Joan Kain
Nancy Lagan

Greater than 8,000 Hours
Fran Cameron

Native Plant Nursery and Weeds and Seeds
10 years
Candice Ethridge-Bowen 
Elaine Jacobson 

Board of Directors and Finance
Jack Samler — 10 years
Warren Schwab — 10 years
Mike Kelly — 10 years
Martha Siders — 15 years and Greater than 1,000 hours
Armand Ball — greater than 2,000 hours

Hammerheads
Candace Mather — 15 years
Dean Skaugstad — Greater than 20,000 hours
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You Are Our Sunshine!
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   

NON PROFIT
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July - August 2011

sCCF MeMber updAte

By Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

Toxic River
Nearly one half of the 75-mile-long Caloosahatchee 

is currently suffering from algal blooms.  Upstream of the 
Franklin Lock in Olga, Alva and LaBelle the algae is a 
toxic soup of bluegreen algae that has killed fish, birds, 
shellfish and mollusks and put people at risk due to the 
algae’s  neuro and liver toxins.   

Downstream of the Franklin Lock all the way to Cape 
Coral, a dinoflagellate bloom has turned portions of the es-
tuary a brown, murky color.  While not toxic, it steals oxy-

gen from the water needed 
by fish and immobile organisms that can’t flee its effects.

The Caloosahatchee seasonally suffers from both low 
and high flows.  While the lack of flow has created the 
current condition, when the rains begin, that toxic water 

The Caloosahatchee Condition:  A Preventable Crime

Continued on Page 2

On June 2, SCCF River Spotters Mike and Anita Buff forwarded photos of an algal bloom in the Caloosahatchee at Oxbow 
11 (above left).  The Lab’s Rick Bartleson took the photos top left and right on June 6 at the Franklin Lock.  Bartleson took the 
photo above right on June 13 at the Alva bridge.  More photos are posted on our web site.  Click in the Water Quality Stats box 
on the Home Page.

June 2

June 6 June 6

June 13

Lee County issued a health 
advisory on June 9.  Glades 
and Hendry counties is-
sued health advisories on 
June 10.
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upstream will be pushed down stream to the 
estuary, bringing even more oxygen-stealing 
nutrients that could further impact the estu-
ary.  

A Preventable Crime
The crime is that this condition could 

have been prevented.  This disaster is the di-
rect result of  South Florida Water Manage-
ment District (SFWMD) mismanagement of 
the water supply as month after month they 
cut  off all water flow to the Caloosahatchee.  
From November to May the SFWMD de-
livered the Caloosahatchee only one inch of 
water off the lake while they supplied nearly 
two feet   of water for agriculture and lawn 
watering!  

Think of the lake as a bank account.  The 
water coming into the lake is income and the 
water being pumped out of the lake is the bills 
being paid.  This past week, the water coming 
into the lake was 78 cfs (cubic feet per sec-
ond) while the water being pumped out for 
agriculture and lawn watering totaled 3653 
cfs -- that’s 46 times more water going out 
of the lake than coming in, creating a deficit.  
The water deficit is being solely shouldered 
by -- and causing harm to -- water quality 
and wildlife habitat  in the Caloosahatchee  
and endangered species nesting on Lake O.    

Adding  insult to injury, the SFWMD is 
installing extra pumps -- at taxpayers’ expense 
-- to  pump an additional one inch per week 
out of the lake for these users who pay noth-
ing for the water they use.

Who is Being Served?
Since October 2010 the District has been 

warning about the drought being the worst in 

Caloosahatchee Algae -- Continued from Page 1

Tan streaks caused by a dinoflagellate bloom in the Caloosahatchee between 
the railroad trestle and downtown Fort Myers.  Photo by John Cassani.

Continued on page 3

Please Write to the SFWMD!
Take Action!
 Give voice to our river and 

speak up about these biased and 
destructive water management 
policies that cause harm only to 
natural systems and waste tax-

payer money in the installation 
of additional pumps.    Write to 
the SFWMD Governing Board 
and Executive Director.   They 
are all fairly new appointees.  
Let’s help them right this wrong.

South Florida Water Management District Executive Director
Melissa L. Meeker:  executivedirector@sfwmd.gov; Tel: 800/432-2045
Governing Board
Joe Collins, Chair:  jcollins@sfwmd.gov; Tel: 863/763-3041
Kevin Powers, Vice Chair:  kpowers@sfwmd.gov; Tel: 561/682-
6483
Sandy Batchelor:  sbatchel@sfwmd.gov; Tel: 561/682-6433 
Daniel DeLisi:  ddelisi@sfwmd.gov; Tel: 561/682-6433;  
James “Jim” Moran:  jmoran@sfwmd.gov; Tel:  561/682-6433
Daniel O’Keefe:  dokeefe@sfwmd.gov; Tel:  561/682-6433
Juan M. Portuondo:  jportuon@sfwmd.gov; Tel:  561/682-6433
Timothy Sargent:  tsargent@sfwmd.gov; Tel:  561/682-6433
Glenn J. Waldman:  gwaldman@sfwmd.gov; Tel: 561/682-6433

June 7
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We’ve Closed on the Bailey Homestead!
By  Cheryl Giattini, Legacy Cooordinator

June 10, 2011 was the date that 
made our success official.

On that day, SCCF closed on the 
28.3 acre Bailey Family Homestead, 
making it the latest addition to more 
than 1,800 acres of preserved wildlife 
habitat on Sanibel and Captiva.

 “With more than 1,300 cam-
paign gifts, this really was an island-
wide effort,” said SCCF President 
Paul Roth who was present at the 
closing. “Without the generosity of 
so many friends and neighbors, this 
historic achievement would not have 
been possible.”

Roth and Francis Bailey met 
at Bank of the Islands for the clos-
ing, signing the paperwork with a 
commemorative MontBlanc pen 

Above:  SCCF President Paul Roth with Francis Bailey at the June 10 closing.  
Below:  Francis with Chief Hammerhead Dean Skaugstad.  Dean and Tom Uhler 
served as witnesses for the signing of the Deed to the 28.3-acre homestead.

presented by the bank for the occasion.  Now that 
title has transferred, work to restore the habitat and 
the house are already underway.

“The Habitat Management staff are clearing ex-
otics and laying out the best route for the Shipley 
Trail,” said SCCF Executive Director Erick Lind-
blad. “The Hammerheads first order of business is to 
restore the family’s irrigation windmill. It was dam-
aged in the 1944 hurricane and they are intent on 
restoring it to its earlier appearance.”

It is likely that the Shipley Trail will be open to 
the public prior to the Bailey Home. The plan is to 
have it open in time for the donor celebration later 
this year.

50 years.  Month after month  they lament the dry condi-
tions and wring their hands about endangered snail kite 
nest losses in the lake. However, they waited until March 
26 to declare a  minimal 15% water cutback for permit-
ted users.  

Lest you fall victim to their statements that this is just 
a dry year and everyone is suffering, consider this.   At this  
month’s Water Resources Advisory Commission meeting 
last week, a member of the Sugar Cane Growers Coopera-

Continued on page 5

Caloosahatchee Algae -- Continued from Page 2
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Marine Laboratory:  RECON Sensor Added to Tarpon Bay
By A.J. Martignette, Research Assistant

SCCF RECON’s monitoring ca-
pability was expanded on March 4, 
2011 with the installation of our sev-
enth sensor at the mouth of Tarpon 
Bay.  Like all of the RECON sensors, 
it measures temperature, conductiv-
ity, salinity, depth, dissolved oxygen, 
CDOM (see below for definition), 
turbidity, chlorophyll, and nitrate. 
Measurement are recorded every 
hour and transmitted in real time to 
the dedicated RECON website. 

Tarpon Bay is a 930-acre estua-
rine water body located within the 
J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wild-
life Refuge and contains one of a 
few marine “wilderness” areas in the 
U.S.  Today, a large portion of Tar-
pon Bay is dominated by sandflats, 
oyster reefs, and seagrasses.  Tarpon 
Bay has two connections to Pine Is-
land sound: a small opening 85 feet 
wide on the northwest side know as 
Shallow Cut, and the 400-foot-wide 
main opening on the northeast side 
near Woodring Point.  The RECON 
sensor was attached to a piling at the 
northeast mouth of the bay. 

This location was chosen for two 
reasons.  First, it fills a geographic gap 

between our Shell Point and Blind 
Pass sensors and is located halfway 
between them.  The positioning of 
the sensors from Shell Point to Tar-
pon Bay, Blind Pass and Redfish Pass 
will help us better understand how 
freshwater releases from the river ef-
fect our estuary.   This location is also 
significant because it was the location 
used to test the first RECON sensor. 

The original sensor was tested 
at the mouth of Tarpon Bay for one 
month before being moved its per-
manent location as one of the cur-
rent RECON sites.  During the one-
month test, we detected a previously 
unknown oceanographic process re-
lating to the color of the water occur-
ring in the bay. 

Colored dissolved organic mat-
ter (CDOM), the substance that 
gives the water its tea color, is typi-
cally associated with low freshwater.  
CDOM occurs naturally in aquatic 
environments, primarily as a result 
of tannins released from decompos-
ing plant material.  When rainwa-
ter drains through the soil and into 
estuaries and the Gulf of Mexico, it 
extracts water-soluble tannic sub-

stances and these impart a tea color 
to the water, which can range in color 
from green, yellow-green, to brown 
as CDOM increases.  

Since rainfall is the primary pro-
ducer of CDOM, a negative correla-
tion between salinity and CDOM 
is typical: as salinity goes down (the 
water is fresher) the concentration of 
CDOM goes up.  However, we dis-
covered the opposite relationship: a 
positive correlation between salin-
ity and CDOM.  In 2010, together 
with colleagues from the University of 
South Florida and the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, we 
published these findings and proposed 
a possible mechanism to explain the 
results in a peer-reviewed scientific 
article.  The article was published in 
the journal of Limnology and Ocean-
ography and was titled “Evidence for 
the production of marine fluorescence 
dissolved organic matter in coastal en-
vironments and a possible mechanism 
for formation and dispersion.”  

During a period with no rain-
fall and under certain tidal condi-
tions, the concentration of salinity 
and CDOM both increased in the 

Above: Tarpon Bay.  Right: A picture 
looking South at Redfish Pass shows wa-
ter with a high CDOM concentration 
exiting the pass with an ebbing tide.

Tarpon Bay 
RECON

Marine 
Lab

Shallow 
Cut
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Policy -- Continued from Page 3
tive said, quote:  “We’re going to come out of this season 
unscathed…”  She went on to say how folks at the end of the 
canal would run out of water (after she got hers) and that the 
District  really needs to hold more water in the lake!

In 5 of the past 10 years the Caloosahatchee has suffered 
drought conditions  and, each year, gets cut off and suffers 
toxic algae blooms.   So the SFWMD has not only heard 
our warnings about the consequences of cutting off water to 
the Caloosahatchee, they know from experience that this will  
happen.   One of their  obligations in managing water sup-
plies is to provide for natural systems.  Not only are they fail-
ing to provide for the natural systems to prevent harm, they 
are going out of their way to expand the harm by installing 
these additional pumps.   This is the definition of a prevent-
able crime.  And a public health emergency.  Last week the 
Health Department expanded the water quality warning to 
include Hendry and Glades Counties .

What is blue-green algae?
Also known as cyanobacteria, bluegreen algae releases 

toxins that can affect the liver, the nervous system, and 
the skin; the toxins can also be respiratory and gastroin-
testinal irritants.  The toxic blue-green algae identified by 
SCCF Marine Lab scientists Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D. and 
Rick Bartleson, Ph.D., is predominantly Anabaena circi-
nalis, with Aphanizomenon sp. among other species.  The 
dinoflagellate in the river, identified as Ceratium hircus, 
is non-toxic.  

Where does algae come from?
Algal blooms are caused by unhealthy levels of phos-

phorus and nitrogen that enter the water column from 

fertilizer, pastures, septic and stormwater runoff.  These 
blooms thrive in stagnant waters with sunlight and high 
nutrient levels.  

Policy decisions by the South Florida Water Manage-
ment District (SFWMD) have cut off water supply from 
Lake Okeechobee to the river for the past 13 weeks, caus-
ing the river to stagnate east of Franklin Lock. The lack of 
freshwater flow and algae are responsible for the closure of 
the Olga Water Treatment Plant.

Toxic algae
Bluegreen algae cause concern because they produce 

neurotoxins.  The degree of toxicity of an alga can vary by 
genus, species, strain and environmental conditions.  

• Cyanotoxins (the toxins in blue-green algae) can 
be classified into four broad categories:

• Hepatotoxins – affect the liver
• Neurotoxins – affect the nervous system
• Dermatoxins – affect the skin and and they are a 

respiratory irritant
• Endotoxins – gastrointestinal irritants

Impacts to wildlife
Wildlife is also affected by algae.  In addition to toxic 

effects, algae also cause oxygen depletion in the water that 
negatively impacts fish and macroinvertebrates.  Algae 
shield out light which is needed for photosynthesis by 
submerged plants.  When algae die and decay, they cause 
oxygen depletion, which affects fish and other organisms.  
In addition, water quality problems are suspected of im-
pacting bird nesting on rookery islands in the Refuge at 
the mouth of the river.  

bay.  This happened when water associated with a higher-
than-average tide was able to get further back into the 
mangroves and extract CDOM from areas that are usually 
dry.  As this water receded with the ebbing tide, it brought 
this high-CDOM water with it.  At the same time, the 
hot summer sun was evaporating a large volume of wa-
ter from the bay, which increased the bay’s salinity.  This 
condition lasted until a significant rainfall event lowered 
salinities in the bay.  

Tarpon Bay is a unique ecosystem and we hope the ad-
dition of this new RECON sensor to the network will help 
us, in partnership with universities and “Ding” Darling, 
discover other unique and exciting things in our backyard. 

To see the latest RECON readings visit www.recon.
sccf.org. 

A dilution series of colored dissolved organic matter (CDOM) 
with standardized units indicated. These are the units re-
ported by RECON.
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MeMories of Charley

For those who were here in 2004, Hurricane Charley left 
an indelible mark on our memories. Beyond the storm it-
self was the aftermath. Like most disasters, national news 
coverage came and went quickly but the reality of the af-
termath in some cases is still going on, seven years later.  
This program shows what happened leading up to Friday 
the 13th, 2004, the day of the storm and what lay in the 
wake after it passed. Did you know that the sharks in Pine 
Island Sound left the estuary a day before the storm ar-
rived... while some residents waited until hours before it 
struck before evacuating?  Friday, August 12 at 10 a.m.  
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and chil-
dren attending for free.

BoBCat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Han-
sen describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species 

are in trouble, bobcats seem to be 
flourishing through most of their 
North American range.  No one 
knows how many bobcats there 
are on Sanibel and Captiva but 
according to the book this adapt-
able feline’s ability to survive close 
to humans is one of the reasons 
for the bobcat’s success.  Rats and 
mice can make up to 40% of the 
bobcat’s diet.  To learn more about 

the biology and society of this shy feline that moves so 
peacefully among us, you are invited to attend “Bobcat 
Tales” on Wednesday, August 24 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF 
auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with mem-
bers and children attending for free.

 Dolphin anD WilDlife aDventure Cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

frogs:  singing in the 
rain

The frogs are calling you to 
SCCF!  Roll down your car 
window after dark during 
a good rain on island roads 
and listen to the chorus of 
sounds. These are the sounds 
of the frogs calling you to 
SCCF to learn more about 

island amphibians.  Come in out of the heat to listen to 
frog calls, view tadpoles, and watch a frog eat a cricket.  
Tuesdays, July 12 and August 23 at 10 a.m.  Please call 472-
2329 for more information.  The cost of the program is $5 for 
non-members with children attending for free.

gator tales

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. 
Florida’s history of gators and humans are closely inter-
twined. To learn about these fascinating creatures and 
what we must do to ensure our safety and their survival 
on the islands please attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesdays, 
July 20 and August 17 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Call 
472-2329 for more information.

sailing unDer the stars

Linger out on the water, sail under the stars and enjoy an 
introduction to our night sky.  Planets, stars and constel-
lations will be identified along the way.  Mythology and 
mysteries of the universe will be appreciated under the 
magic of the night sky.  Join us and share in the universal 
and timeless fascination of our night skies.   Sailing under 
the Stars will be offered on Thursdays and Saturdays and 
will last approximately one and a half hours.  Times, cost, 
reservations and additional information may be obtained by 
calling Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.

snoWy plovers

Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Those who 
wish to can carpool to the beach following the program to 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF July - August 2011 Program Schedule
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SCCF July - August 2011 Program Schedule

see some snowy plovers.  Thursdays, July 7 and 21, August 
4 and 18 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost 
is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

tiDes, Currents anD the floriDa shelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day, this program may be 
of interest to you.  If you have wondered why you can 
see seagrasses when the tide chart says it is high tide, you 
may be interested in this program.  The Florida Shelf was 
our guardian angel during and after the BP disaster:  what 
and where is it?  Come to this introduction to how water 
behaves as the earth spins, the moon orbits and the winds 
blow.  Fridays, July 8 and August 19 at 10 a.m. Members 
and children 17 and under are free.  The program is $5 for 
non-members.

trails anD tales

Tales and Trails is a result of a coalition comprised of SCCF, 
CROW, Bailey-Matthews Shell Museum, J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge and the Sanibel Historical 
Village & Museum to present a comprehensive overview of 
the five island organizations. The hour-long presentation 
begins at the Refuge at 9:15 a.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the month.  After attending the orientation participants are 
encouraged to visit each of the coalition members’ museum 

or nature center.  Attendees who then come to SCCF will 
be eligible for special incentives such as a coupon for 25% 
off of a Captiva Cruises excursion. This program is a great 
way to get a condensed version of community efforts to 
conserve and preserve the very special places we call Sanibel 
and Captiva. Wednesdays, July 6 and August 3 at 9:15 a.m. 
Program is free of charge, registration required. Please register 
using the Sanibel Trails and Tales official website:  www.sani-
beltrailsandtales.com/meet.php

turtle traCks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring pro-
grams in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and habits 
of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are doing to pro-
tect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a talk and touch 
tank program.  Thursdays, July 14 and 28, August 11 and 25 
at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

turtles, tortoises anD terrapins

The Nature Center now has a tank with live hatchlings 
of peninsula cooter, Florida softshell, red-eared and yel-
low-bellied sliders and mud turtles.  Bring in the grand-
kids.  And a new addition is a beautiful species, the or-
nate diamondback terrapin, featured in a new 220-gallon 
tank.  This saltwater species lives in the brackish water of 
the mangrove creeks where they forage on shrimp, fiddler 
crabs, and anything else they can dig up.  Join us on Tues-
days, July 5 and 19, August 16 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program 
is $5 with members and children free.

on your oWn at the nature Center

Butterfly house 
Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.

huMan uses of floriDa native plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

Walking trails & oBservation toWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.
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Native Plant Nursery Manager Jenny Evans is active 
with the Florida Association of Native Nurseries (FANN).  
FANN has just launched a “Plant Real Florida” campaign, 
with a web site and a commercial which will run on most 
cable stations through early 2012.  Links to the video and 
web site are listed below but you can find them on our web 
site under Native Plant Nursery/Native Plants and Habitat.  

Video link:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ueaUm7rHnE 

Web site:  www.plantrealflorida.org. 

SCCF has ordered new caps.  
Nursery  Assistant (and good sport!) 
Becca gives the new design a thumbs 
up.  The caps are 100% organic cot-
ton and cost $20.  Stop by the Native 
Plant Nursery to pick up yours.

Enrollment is now open for Worden Farm’s membership program! 
Members receive a guaranteed, affordable weekly harvest share of fresh, 

local, organic produce, during peak season, a weekly farm newsletter, free 
farm tours, discounts on farm workshops and special events, 10% discount 
at all Worden Farm farmers market locations, and the personal satisfaction of 
connecting with the farm, and helping to protect the environment, preserve 
open space, support family farming, promote training of future organic farm-
ers and gardeners, and create a strong local economy and community. www.
wordenfarm.com or call 941-637-4874.

The program runs during peak season.  Worden delivers weekly and pick-
up will be at SCCF.

Hats Off!

Plant Real Florida

Worden Farm’s Membership Program 
Coming to SCCF

Native Plant Nursery Notes
By Jenny Evans, Native Plant Nursery Manager
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Last month the SCCF Shorebird 
Monitoring team was alerted to the 
presence of Least Terns (Sternula antil-
larum) nesting along the beach at the 
most northern tip of Captiva at South 
Seas Island Resort.  Least Terns are co-
lonial nesting birds which differ from 
the well known solitary nesting birds, 
e.g., Snowy Plovers and Wilson’s Plo-
vers that nest on Sanibel and Captiva.  
These colonies can range from just a 
few to a few hundred birds.

Least Terns are North America’s 
smallest tern species and begin to ar-
rive in Southwest Florida from late 
March through early April.  Not 
much is known about Least Terns’ 
wintering habits in South America.  

Shortly after the Least Terns ar-
rive courtship begins.  These birds 
have one of the most recognizable 
and possibly entertaining courtship 
rituals.  The female will wait on the 
beach while a male goes fishing.  The 
male will return with a fish for the 
female, which he will immediately 
present to her.  If the female decides 
the fish is not big enough she will re-

ject it by turning her body away and 
the male will fly off to find a fish that 
is just the right size.  Once the right 
size fish is found and presented, the 
female will accept it and mate with 
the male.

In Southwest Florida, Least Terns 
utilize wide, flat sandy beaches with 
sparse vegetation as well as flat grav-
el rooftops for nesting.  They create 
small depressions in the sand also 
known as scrapes; the female will 
usually lay 2-3 eggs and begin incu-
bating immediately.  Incubation is 
typically 19-25 days, after which the 
eggs hatch.  Chicks leave the nest 2 
days after hatching and generally 
stay within the vicinity of the colony 

while the parents care for them.  Af-
ter approximately 20 days the young 
chicks fledge (learn to fly).  However, 
they stay with the colony and migrate 
to South America around mid-to-
late August.  Often if the colony was 
successful the terns will return to the 
same spot to nest the following year.

According to Vince McGrath, the 
naturalist at South Seas Resort, this 
is the first time the terns have nested 
in this spot since the late 1980s.  The 
current colony is of modest size and 
at last count on June 7, had 7 nests 
and consisted of roughly 30 individu-
als.  The total area staked off for just 
7 tern nests is 0.67acres and could 
grow depending on the vicinity of 
additional nests laid.  These birds are 
very aggressive and agitate extremely 
easily during breeding season, dive-
bombing and defecating on any per-
ceived threat, human or otherwise.   
So, if you happen to come across this 
or any other tern colony on the beach 
it is best to observe from a great dis-
tance or avoid it all together.  

Wildlife Habitat Management:  Least Terns Nesting on Captiva
By Joel Caouette, Wildlife Habitat Management Biologist
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If you have not yet renewed your membership. memberships expired this past March.  If you have already 
renewed, thank you!  Your membership brings far more to SCCF than simply the financial support (which we 
deeply appreciate!):
• In the public policy arena, member numbers bolster our advocacy efforts.  When we can say to policy makers 

that we represent a large percentage of the islands’ population, they pay closer attention.
• Member dollars are a vote for preserving the very special and unique Sanibel environment. 
• Member dollars also help support the work of the Foundation, from land acquisition and restoration, marine 

research, education, and policy and advocacy, to encouraging the use of native landscaping.  
We can't do it without you!

Membership Matters

The Sanibel School third graders have been conduct-
ing a Tree Study Project throughout the year, which cul-
minated on Thursday, May 26 with a Tree Planting Day at 
Bowman’s Beach.  Richard Finkel has been working as an 
independent contractor with SCCF to conduct tree study 
activities with the third graders during the school year.  

Each student was given their own tree to care for, ob-
serve, measure, write about and research the natural his-
tory of their tree.  The Tree Study Project was the basis 
for creative writing, research writing, graphing and plot-
ting growth rates, learning about natural ecosystems and 
studying tree anatomy.  

We planted 50 trees along a section of the fitness trail 

behind the bathrooms at Bowman’s beach.  The 50 trees 
included Mastic, Paradise Trees, Mahogany, Jamaican 
Dogwood, Wild Tamarind and Slash Pines. 

The students exhibited a tremendous amount of ex-
citement and pride in planting their trees today.  The proj-
ect goal was to instill a greater sense of stewardship, own-
ership and even an enhanced degree of learning through 
community involvement.

This project was a cooperative venture between SCCF, 
the City of Sanibel and the Sanibel School.  Ed from the 
Public Works Department of Sanibel was a tremendous help 
with preparing the site, watering and even putting piles of 
mulch along the planting site for the students to use.

Third Graders Tree Planting Day

By Richard Finkel
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   

NON PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5722

.FT MYERS, FL

Printed on 
Recycled Paper

July-August 2011 Member Update
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September 2011

SCCF member Update

Photo courtesy Carol Orr Hartman/Sanibel-Captiva Islander

The Marine Lab’s Jeff Siwicke and Nicole Martin, along with several bay scallops, graced the Islander’s front page asking for 
volunteers for the second annual Pine Island Sound Scallop Search, being held on August 13 (prior to press time for this issue 
of the Member Update).  SCCF and Florida Sea Grant are among the event sponsors.
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The battle has lasted seven years, spanned numerous 
public and administrative hearings, required hundreds of 
hours of meetings and reams of letters and reports.  But 
the effort has paid off.  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Jacksonville Dis-
trict) has denied Plantation Development Ltd.’s permit to 
develop 24 large, luxury townhomes on a mangrove pen-
insula adjacent to Captiva and surrounded by Pine Island 
Sound Aquatic Preserve.

The Denial
The Corps denial states their rationale most succinctly:  
“The proposed project would contribute to significant 

degradation of waters of the United States and would have 
adverse effects on the aquatic environment particularly 
mangrove wetlands that perform important functions re-
lated to fish and wildlife resources, water quality, and Es-
sential Fish Habitat in Pine Island Sound Aquatic preserve.  

“There are less environmentally damaging practicable 
alternatives available... such as reducing the project foot-
print to limit development to the existing upland portion 
of the project site or constructing split development on al-
ternative sites other than the proposed project site.  The 
direct indirect and cumulative impacts of permitting the 
proposed project have been found to be unacceptable.  Ac-
cordingly, it has been determined that your project is con-
trary to the public interest.”  

The Battle Continues
Plantation Development Ltd. has appealed the Corps’ 

decision to Atlanta so with our nonprofit partners, the 
Captiva Civic Association and Conservancy of South-
west Florida we will continue to oppose this detrimental 
project.   

The Corps’ 98-page Environmental Assessment re-
port can be accessed on our website:  http://www.sccf.org/
content/132/Land-Use.aspx

Natural Resource Policy:  Harbour Pointe Update
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
SCCF Protects Critical Coastal Mangrove Habitat

More from Rae Ann about 
Numeric Nutrient Criteria on Page 10.

Above:  Aerial of 
the northern end of 
South Seas at Redfish 
Pass, also showing 
the proposed location 
of Harbour Pointe.  
Right: Map show-
ing the extent of the 
project.

Redfish Pass and South 
Seas.
The upland portion of 
Mariner’s proposed lo-
cation for the Harbour 
Pointe development

Chris Lechowicz and 
Eric Milbrandt at the 
Bailey house in June.  
Chris was recently 
named Wildlife Habi-
tat Management Direc-
tor and Eric was named 
Director of the Marine Laboratory.
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Sea Turtles on the Islands

Join SCCF for the 26th Annual Int’l Coastal Cleanup on 9/17

By Amanda Bryant, Sea Turtle Coordinator
Sea turtle hatching is well underway on the islands.  

Nesting continues, albeit at a much slower pace than ear-
lier in the season.  Sanibel and Captiva have not had this 
many nests since 2008 and before that, the last high point 
was 2000.  To date there have been over 250 nests laid on 
Sanibel and over 70 nests on Captiva.  

In addition to the higher than normal numbers, our 
beaches were graced with two species that rarely nest on 
the islands or in Southwest Florida.  A Kemp’s Ridley 
(Lepidochelys kempii) nested on Sanibel before the nesting 
season officially began and we’ve had a total of six green 
turtle (Chelonia mydas) nests on Sanibel.  This is unusual 
because in the past green turtles have nested primarily in 
even years, leading us to believe it is the same one or two 
turtles returning every other year to nest.  It seems that a 
couple more green turtles have decided Sanibel is a good 
place to nest!  

Nests that are due to hatch are monitored daily un-
til a depression forms over the egg chamber and tracks 

from the hatchlings leaving the nest are visible.  
Three days after a nest hatches it is excavated and an in-
ventory is taken of the nest’s contents.  This information 
is reported to the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Commission at the end of the season.  

This year, SCCF will coordinate 
the cleanup on the beaches of Sani-
bel and Captiva, working with the 
Ocean Conservancy, Keep Lee Coun-
ty Beautiful and the City of Sanibel.  
We have set the date for Saturday, 
September 17 at 9 a.m.  

In this international effort,  hun-
dreds of thousands of people will de-
scend on beaches, bays, and rivers all 
over the world to remove trash and 
debris — on land and under the wa-
ter.  Volunteers of all ages from ev-
ery continent will form the largest 
one-day volunteer event on behalf 
of clean oceans and waterways — 
Ocean Conservancy’s International 
Coastal Cleanup.

What makes the International 
Coastal Cleanup unique is its data 
collection component.  Volunteers 
record specific types of marine de-
bris being found, allowing Ocean 
Conservancy to compile, analyze and 
track this data year-by-year and make 

discoveries about the behaviors that 
cause the debris.  The final informa-
tion is used to educate the public, 
business, industry, and government 
officials about the problem.  Under-
standing the problem is the key to 
finding long-lasting solutions.

The Coastal Cleanup is a way to 
get involved locally with an interna-
tional effort, in which thousands of 
individuals are working together to 

clean up their shores – and have fun 
in the process.

Bring your bags back to SCCF 
and join us for hot dogs on the porch.

Call Dee for more info at 472-
2329 or just report at 9 a.m. til noon 
on September 17 to the SCCF Na-
ture Center at 3333 San-Cap Rd. or 
Captiva Kayak at 11401 Andy Rosse 
Lane on Captiva.

Volunteers from Bank of the Islands and Billy’s Rentals at the 2010 Coastal.

Above:  Green sea turtle nest (after a    
morning rain has eroded the edges).  
Right:  A green hatchling, photographed while 
waiting for night-time release.
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Marine Laboratory:  Restoring Seagrass at Woodring Point
By Rick Bartleson, Ph.D., Research Scientist

Humiston and Moore Engineers, 
a coastal consulting firm, came to us 
to see if we could plant and monitor 
seagrass in boat propellor scars, which 
was a permit requirement for a project 
in Collier County. 

The Tarpon Bay area normally 
has quite a few prop scars so they 
chose it as a restoration site and need-
ed us to transplant shoal grass into 
the scars to accelerate their recovery. 
Shoal grass grows more quickly than 
turtle grass, so it is expected to fill 
in the scars relatively rapidly, while 
turtle grass should grow in behind it.

We began growing shoal grass 
collected from wrack and from cores 
during the winter.  We grew the 
transplants in our outdoor tank and 
in May we started transplanting.  De-
spite loss and disturbance by mana-
tees, rays, green turtles, drift algae, 
epiphytic cyanobacteria, stone crabs 
and more novice boaters making 
more scars, the transplants are doing 
well so far. We mark each transplant 
and control location with a very ac-
curate Trimble GPS which allows us 
to find the same spot next year. We 

Above:  Map of Tarpon Bay (Woodright Point is on the right) showing the location 
of prop scars found to be suitable for transplants (yellow triangles) and the location 
of sods planted by the Marine Lab (green dots).  Below left:  Two parallel prop scars.  
Below right:  Scar through a turtle grass meadow at low tide.  The white marker is 
on a control plot.Continued right top
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Meet the New Interns at the Native Plant Nursery

Left above:  Transplated sods in a scar.  Left below:  Sods 
awaiting transplant.  Below:  Nicole Martin tending the 
sods at the Lab. 

will continue monitoring the densities for five years. 
The data we collect during this project will improve 
our ability to restore seagrass beds damaged from any 
of a variety of causes such as unsuitable water quality.

Growing up in the 
rural countryside of New 
England, Kate Brumfield’s 
love and appreciation of 
nature began at an early 
age.  Though she loved the 
summers that were filled 
with swimming in rivers 
and hiking through the 
woods, the long New England winters eventually 
convinced her to seek out warmer climates.  Af-
ter high school, she enrolled in California State 
University, Chico, where she graduated in 2010 
with a B.S. in Biology. Her elective coursework in 
college was focused on two main areas of interest: 
plant biology and human physiology.  For now 
she is enjoying the opportunity to be involved 
with SCCF and put her education to work, but 
she hopes to eventually pursue an advanced de-
gree in Ethnobotany (the study of human-plant 
interactions) and a career that combines her inter-
ests in conservation ecology and natural medicine.

Audrey Fusco originally comes from 
Wichita, Kansas, and graduated from The 
University of Kansas with a Master’s de-
gree in Geography.  Audrey loves to trav-
el and to explore the outdoors, and has 
traveled far in recent years to study and 
work with a variety of projects that fo-
cus on environmental issues. At KU, she 
worked with climate change research and 

also studied the conversion that Cuba made from industrial to 
small-scale, organic agriculture in the 1990s. Her main interest 
is in finding innovative ways to preserve land and biodiversity.

Most recently, Audrey worked with the construction of an 
educational Children’s Garden at Botanica, the Wichita Gardens.  
Prior to this, she lived for short time in South America, where 
among other projects she built an earthen house at an organic 
farm/off-the-grid sustainable living center in Misiones, Argentina.  
Audrey has also been a seasonal researcher with the University of 
Wisconsin, collecting tree phenology data in the North Woods for 
a climate change study.  She looks forward to her time on Sanibel, 
and she is very excited to learn more about horticulture, restora-
tion, and wildlife gardening.

Kate Brumfield Audrey Fusco
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On YOur Own at the nature Center

ButterflY hOuse 
Please note that the Butterfly House is temporarily closed for refurbishing.

human uses Of flOrida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

walking trails & OBservatiOn tOwer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.

 26th annual COastal CleanuP

Join SCCF for the 26th Annual Coastal Cleanup on 
Saturday, September 17.  Drop by the Nature Center or 
Captiva Kayak to pick up garbage bags and the tracking 
sheet and then come back by noon to drop off your sheets 
and trash and enjoy for free hotdogs.  Call Dee for more 
info at 472-2329 or just report between at 9 a.m. and 
noon on September 17 to the SCCF Nature Center at 
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road or Captiva Kayak at 11401 
Andy Rosse Lane on Captiva.

 dOlPhin and wildlife adventure Cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

frOgs:  singing in the rain

The frogs are calling you to SCCF!  Roll down your car 
window after dark during a good rain on island roads and 

listen to the chorus of sounds. 
These are the sounds of the 
frogs calling you to SCCF to 
learn more about island am-
phibians.  Come in out of the 
heat to listen to frog calls, view 
tadpoles, and watch a frog eat 
a cricket.  Tuesday, September 
13 at 10 a.m.  Please call 472-
2329 for more information.  
The cost of the program is $5 for 

non-members with children attending for free.

gatOr tales

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. 
Florida’s history of gators and humans are closely inter-
twined. To learn about these fascinating creatures and 

what we must do to ensure our safety and their survival 
on the islands please attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesday, 
September 14 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Call 472-
2329 for more information.

sailing under the stars

Linger out on the water, sail under the stars and enjoy an 
introduction to our night sky.  Planets, stars and constel-
lations will be identified along the way.  Mythology and 
mysteries of the universe will be appreciated under the 
magic of the night sky.  Join us and share in the universal 
and timeless fascination of our night skies.   Sailing under 
the Stars will be offered on Thursdays and Saturdays and 
will last approximately one and a half hours.  Times, cost, 
reservations and additional information may be obtained by 
calling Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.

turtle traCks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring pro-
grams in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and habits 
of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are doing to pro-
tect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a talk and touch 
tank program.  Thursday, September 22 at 10 a.m.  Meet at 
the Nature Center.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-
members.

turtles, tOrtOises and terraPins

The Nature Center now has a tank with live hatchlings 
of peninsula cooter, Florida softshell, red-eared and yel-
low-bellied sliders and mud turtles.  Bring in the grand-
kids.  And a new addition is a beautiful species, the or-
nate diamondback terrapin, featured in a new 220-gallon 
tank.  This saltwater species lives in the brackish water of 
the mangrove creeks where they forage on shrimp, fiddler 
crabs, and anything else they can dig up.  Join us on Thurs-
day, September 15 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 with 
members and children free.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF September 2011 Program Schedule
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Bailey Homestead Preserve Restoration Begins
The Bailey Homestead Preserve signs are up on Peri-

winkle and work is underway to restore the Bailey home 
and habitat.  Preliminary work has been done to cut the 
trail from the homestead lawn to Roadside City Park.

Above:  A portion of the interior paneling in this one sec-
tion was removed on either side of this window to check 
for internal damage.  Overall, the house is in remarkably 
good condition

Left:  Dean Skaugstad and 
the Lab’s Nicole Martin 
cut up the kitchen island.  
Below, the Lab’s Alex Ry-
bak and Habitat’s Toby 
Clark working with the 
Hammerheads to pull a 
cabinet off the wall.  Be-
low that:  A.J. Martignette 
from the Lab breaks it up 
with an axe before it goes 
into a dumpster.

Left and Below left:  The 
Hammerheads began 
with the restoration of 
the windmill.  The 1944 
hurricane tore most of the blades and 
mechanism off the tower; the twisted 
metal tells the story.  
The Hammerheads removed the few 
blades that were still hanging from the 
tower and tracked down the company 
that made the original motor, which is 
still in business.  A replacement motor 
has been ordered.  The undergrowth 
around the 
windmill has 
been cleared.
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The Kitchen and the Porch
Below and left, staffers, volunteers and Hammerheads 
work on taking out the existing 1950s-vintage kitchen in 
favor of a kitchen configuration from an earlier time.  The 
variety of wall colors and wallpaper that were uncovered 
attest to the changing decor of the kitchen.  The photo 
bottom shows the original configuration of one of three 
kitchen windows that had been boarded up in successive 
kitchen renovations.  Those original windows matched 
the tall single-hung windows throughout the original 
house (see photo below left).

Water penetration under some of the edge shingles 
necessitated the replacement of some of the front porch 
floorboards and supports.  Rescreening and painting 
are next.

July 15, 2011

June 29, 2011

July 21, 2011

August 8, 2011

August 8, 2011

July 18, 2011
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The water quality of the Caloosahatchee is affected by 
two major issues:  Lake Okeechobee and the nutrient pol-
lution that fuels algal blooms when conditions are right. 
While our focus this past spring and summer has been on 
the lack of flow from Lake Okeechobee as the contributor 
to the blue-green algal bloom, the nutrient-rich water of 
the Caloosahatchee is what actually fuels the bloom.

Residents and businesses in Southwest Florida know 
the truth about nutrient pollution first hand.  We live 
with the truth in our backyards.  Devastating and ongo-
ing algae blooms impact our livelihoods, our use and en-
joyment of area waters, our properties, businesses and the 
natural resources that are the engine of our local economy.

The serious and persistent algae blooms that continue 
to affect Southwest Florida — and other areas of the state 
— are the direct result of too much nutrient enrichment of 
our region’s waters. Simply put, nitrogen and phosphorus 
levels are way beyond what the natural system can absorb. 
Southwest Florida is not alone.  The problems of nutrient 
enrichment reach all corners of our state and nation, im-
pacting some of our most unique and precious resources.

This is why the current effort to establish standards 
for nutrients is so important. Decades ago, regulations 
were developed to address many aspects of water qual-
ity.  Unfortunately in Florida, the regulation of nutri-
ents has been ineffectual since no numeric standard of 
harm was established to measure nutrient enrichment. 
Instead, Florida adopted a subjective, narrative standard 
of “healthy well-balanced systems” which has no scien-
tific method of measurement.  My definition of “healthy 
well-balanced” may not be the same as someone who is 
contributing significant nutrient pollution.

In fact, under the current definition we have seen the 
degradation of local waters that in the 1980s were such 
unique and special resources they were awarded the status 
of Outstanding Florida Waters (OFW) by the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP).  Today, these 
same waters are impaired by nutrient pollution that affects 
water quality and the amount and quality of the habitats 
upon which our unique aquatic life forms depend.

After years of deteriorating water quality and ten years 
of inaction by our State water quality agency, the Federal 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has developed a 
numeric standard for nutrients in Florida called the Nu-
meric Nutrient Criteria.  This first set of standards for lakes 

and streams has become a tug of war between the State 
(DEP) and Federal EPA and is being hotly debated in the 
press.  As a result there is a lot of misinformation and spin 
that is misleading the public on this critical issue.

In July, in response to a letter from the Florida Water 
Coalition/Earthjustice that was prompted by the Caloo-
sahatchee algal bloom, a group of industry groups sub-
mitted an opinion to The Florida Independent news mis-
representing the scientific facts, including the suggestion 
that Caloosahatchee algae blooms are not due to nutrient 
pollution but are the result of this year’s drought!  The 
FWC letter and the industry opinion (excerpted below) 
can be read on our website:  http://www.sccf.org/con-
tent/209/Algae-in-the-Caloosahatchee-in-2011.aspx

In the interest of clarifying the facts associated with 
our water quality conditions and the need for numeric 
nutrient criteria, we provide a few facts to address state-
ments made to set the record straight.

Industry statement:  “The [Caloosahatchee] algae bloom 
was a result of the lack of freshwater flow to the Calo-
osahatchee River due to the historic drought in South 
Florida.”

Fact:  Nutrients are needed for algae to grow.  Without 
nutrients the toxic algae would not have formed. Lack 
of water flow concentrated the nutrient soup and  
compounded the problem, but the bloom would not 
have occurred had there not been noxious levels of 
nutrients in the water to begin with.

Industry statement:  Unsurprisingly, water quality is im-
proving.

Fact:  Improving water quality from a toxic condition 
to a less dangerous condition must not be confused 
with clean, healthy, fishable, swimmable water quality 
— the standard that numeric nutrient criteria are de-
signed to establish.  Rain washing algae downstream 
merely moves the nutrients downstream to our coastal 
waters where they will continue to pollute, preventing 
us from achieving fishable, swimmable waters.

Industry statement:  Mr. Guest’s letter failed to mention 
that the Caloosahatchee River already has an EPA-
approved numeric nutrient pollution limit.

Fact:  Setting a TMDL  (Total Maximum Daily Load, a 

Natural Resource Policy:  Numeric Nutrient Criteria
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
Facts & Fiction: Numeric Nutrient Criteria and Water Quality
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pollution limit) and achieving it are two very  differ-
ent things.  Targeting the actual sources of and forms 
of pollution is crucial.  The Caloosahatchee TMDL 
addresses less than a quarter of the problem: less than 
half the river and only half of the nutrients respon-
sible for the pollution. 
1. Addressing sources of pollution requires address-

ing the entire watershed from the headwaters 
downstream.  Unfortunately DEP’s Caloosa-
hatchee TMDL was only set a for a fraction of the 
river’s watershed, the downstream portion.  The 
majority of the river — including all the freshwa-
ter portion of the river and upstream tributaries 
that flow into the tidal waters—- are not covered 
by the TMDL.

2.  With no TMDL for upstream freshwaters, ni-
trogen sources upstream will continue to pol-
lute while sources downstream work to clean up.  
Without an equal effort upstream the best efforts 
in downstream tidal waters will be undermined.

3. The TMDL was established only for nitrogen 
even though phosphorus is a significant source 
of pollution.   

Industry statement:  The state law requires a 22.8 per-
cent reduction in nitrogen loads to the tidal Ca-
loosahatchee estuary downstream of the S-79 
Franklin Lock and sets a numeric nutrient limit 
of 9,086,094 pounds of Total Nitrogen per year. 

1. The Caloosahatchee River Watershed Protec-
tion Plan, completed by the South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD) in 2009, identi-
fied the downstream tidal portion of  the river as 
contributing only 29% of the nitrogen pollution.  
The upstream, freshwater portion of the river, 
which is responsible for 71% of nitrogen pollu-
tion, is not covered by the TMDL.

2. The same plan identified the tidal Caloosahatchee 
as responsible for 41% of the phosphorus pollu-
tion, but there is no TMDL for phosphorus.  

3. Unfortunately the toxic bluegreen algae that 
plagued the Caloosahatchee from May to July 
needs only phosphorus to bloom since it can ob-
tain the nitrogen it needs out of the air.  So even 
if the nitrogen TMDL limits were magically met 
tomorrow, the toxic algae could still continue to 
bloom.

4. The process of determining the sources of pollution 
and assigning  responsibility  for  cleaning them up 
is established in the next step called a Basin Man-
agement Action Plan or BMAP.   It has been two 
years and we still do not have an implementation 
plan for cleaning up the Caloosahatchee.   

5. In fact, DEPs current modeling attributes just 
38% of the nitrogen pollution to human activi-
ties and  62%  of the nitrogen pollution to un-
developed natural areas, forests and wetlands.  If 
this were even plausible, waters would have been 
polluted before any human development added 
its “modeled” 38% contribution.   

Industry Statement:  We are confident that as the full 
story of Florida’s nutrient water-quality-control pro-
grams continue to unfold, it will become increasingly 
apparent that EPA’s flawed numeric nutrient criteria 
rules are not needed, and the state of Florida is best 
situated to manage its own waters. 

Fact:  Under the State oversight and “unfolding” pro-
gram, water quality has plummeted across the state.  
What is increasingly apparent is that the State has 
been unable to come up with a plan in the 10 years 
since EPA mandated they develop numeric standards.  
We are now out of time. The EPA standards are sci-
entifically based and structured to allow the state to 
achieve them over time.   

The devil is always in the details… and in the scien-
tific facts. We need numeric nutrient criteria and we need 
them now. We must not allow inertia and fear to prevent 
science from moving us to clean, healthy, fishable, swim-
mable waters for ourselves and the generations to come.

Get Your Member Update by Email
You can help SCCF 

save on postage and printing costs 
by opting to receive a PDF of the Member Update via email.  

Please email sccf@sccf.org or call us at 472-2329.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   

NON PROFIT
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November - December 2011

SccF member UpDate

Keeping the Coastline Clean

Dave Jensen did a Roos-
evelt Channel cleanup with 
Jensen’s Twin Palm Marina 
employee and Sanibel resi-
dent Justin Harris (left and 
below).  Right:  Buck Key 
clean-up

Carl Melamet from the Canterbury School 
with two Canterbury students.

Above:  The Bank of the Is-
lands crew pitched in for 
Coastal Cleanup.  Left:  Janie 
Howland and Deb Gleason 
filling out the Coastal Clean-
up collection form.

Coastal 
Clean-up

Monofilament Madness

Above:  Mr. and Mrs. Reller, and three FGCU students who 
are fulfilling their community service hours.  Below:  Mrs. 
Reller entering Hurricane Hole in the Buck Key Preserve.

Left:  Kate, Stuart, 
Jack and Henry 
Sargeant bringing 
their trash back to 
the Nature Center.

Thanks to:
Captiva Kayak
The Castaways

‘Tween Waters Inn
for providing 

kayaks
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Claude Crawford
Doris Holzheimer\
Chip Lesch

Philip Puschel
Robbie Roepstorff
Martha Siders

Patti Sousa
Barbara Von Harten
Carol Ann Zell

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Paul Roth - President
John La Gorce - Vice President
Bill Burch - Secretary
Janie Howland - Treasurer    

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Kristie Anders
Erick Lindblad
Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Alex Rybak
Dee Serage

Rebecca Thompson
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2010 - 2011

Don Rice
Don Rice and his wife Joyce have owned property on 

Sanibel since 2001 and since 2004 have spent the major-
ity of their time on the island.  They also own a summer 
home on Lake George in upstate New York.

Don served as a senior vice president of the Inger-
soll-Rand Company before his retirement from the firm 
in 2004.  His career included assignments in human 
resources, leadership of the company’s Asia Pacific and 
Latin America operations, global business services and 

corporate communica-
tion and public affairs.  
Don began his business 
career at General Electric 
following service in the 
US Army.  He is a gradu-
ate of the University of 
Oregon where he received 
a BA in Economics and 
an MS in Industrial and 
Labor Relations.  

Don has served on the 
finance committee of the 
Foundation since 2009.  
He is a member of the 

Captiva Island Yacht Club where he serves as environmen-
tal committee chair.  He serves on the human resources 
committee of BIG ARTS.  He held leadership positions 
with the Power Squadron and is a member of Kiwanis. He 
just completed a five year term as Chair of the FUND for 
Lake George, an environmental organization dedicated 
to the preservation of Lake George, and continues as a 
board member.  He chairs the West Brook Conservation 
Initiative, a $15 million public/private partnership restor-
ing the wetlands in the South Basin of Lake George.  He 
also serves on the advisory board of the Lake George Land 
Conservancy. 

Linda Uhler
Returning for a second term on the SCCF board, 

Linda Uhler has been a full-time resident of Sanibel since 
1977.  She has been an elementary school teacher, man-
aged and owned retail businesses and served as district 
deputy for Congressman Porter Goss.  Her community in-
volvement includes chairing major fundraisers, such as the 
United Way of Lee Coun-
ty campaign, American 
Heart Association Heart 
Ball and BRAVO!Ballet 
for Gulfshore Ballet.  She 
is currently serving on the 
Sanibel Public Library 
Commission and the board 
of Hope Hospice.  She has 
also been the president of 
the Junior League of Fort 
Myers and the Zonta Club 
of Sanibel-Captiva.  Linda 
and her husband, Tom, are 
permittees for the sea turtle 
program, life members and members of the Legacy Soci-
ety.  They created and co-ordinate the popular Wines in 
the Wild fundraiser.

Edward C. Wheeler, MD, FACR
Dr. Wheeler, a native Hoosier, earned his AB and MD 

degrees from Indiana University and interned at Marion 
County General Hospital in Indianapolis.  He served his 
residency and fellowship in radiology at the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, MN.   Ed returned to Indianapolis to begin 
an active radiology practice and remained there for the re-
mainder of his 33-year career, except for two years spent 
at St. Thomas Hospital in Nashville, TN, practicing the 
subspecialty areas of vascular and interventional radiology.   

Ed served in various leadership roles as a member of 
several professional organizations.  He served on the Boards 
of the Indiana State Medical Association, the Indianapolis 

2012 Nominees for SCCF Board of Trustees

Don Rice

Linda Uhler



Page 3

We are a group of honors students from FGCU.  Our 
group members include Katie Broomfield, Crystal Marietta, 
Daniel Sabourin, and Marshall Goodwin.  Since we all share 
a common love for the outdoors and conservation, we de-
cided to do something about the monofilament problem Lee 
county faces for our Civic Engagement course.  

Monofilament presents a large threat to the mangrove 
ecosystem, especially the birds that call it home.  We con-
tacted Dee with SCCF and she set us up with Castaways 
Marina on Sanibel.  We were all able to use their kayaks 
to clean up the monofilament on Albright Island [in Blind 
Pass].  We had a great time out on the water and cleaned up 
a lot of monofilament.  We also found a chair, fishing pole, 
and plastic cups entangled in the mangroves.  

While clean-ups help, education is a major step towards 
keeping monofilament out of the mangroves.  Our group 
plans to:

•  hand out flyers around our campus about the dan-
gers of monofilament and ways to 
protect our environment from it, 

• make presentations about mono-
filament in environmental classes, 

• show the Surfrider Foundation's 
movie "The Cycle of Insanity: The 
Real Story of Water" at FGCU's 
ECO-Action club meeting,and 

• promote the Monofilament 
Maddness Event hosted by Keep Lee 
County Beautiful on October 30.

More Monofilament Madness

Dr. Ed Wheeler

By FGCU Student Katie Broomfield

Medical Society (receiving a 50-year Phy-
sician’s Service Award in 2010), the Well-
ness Community  of Indianapolis (charter 
member), the Indiana Roentgen Society 
(president 1991-92), and Northwest Radi-
ology, PC , and Network (president 1990-
1997, secretary 1969-1989).  He was 
elected to Indiana University’s President’s 
Circle in 2009 and the School of Medicine 
Dean’s Council Board (2010-present).  He 
became a Fellow in the American College 
of Radiology in 1992. Ed received a Dis-
tinguished Board Service Award from the 
Little Red Door (Indianapolis Division of 
the American Cancer Society) in 2000.  
He established a mobile mammography 
program through St. Vincent’s Hospital to 

reach women in underserved areas of the 
community.  He served on various com-
mittees at Second Presbyterian Church in 
Indianapolis and was a Deacon and Elder 
from 1964 to 2000.

Ed and his wife Jane were active in 
many non-profit organizations through-
out their marriage.  In 1978, they pur-
chased a home on Captiva where they 
and their two children, Tom and Kris, 
enjoyed several years of boating, bicycling 
and shelling before purchasing a condo on 
Sanibel in 1984.  Later, Ed served as asso-
ciation president.  At the time Hurricane 
Charley hit Sanibel, he was chairman of 
the landscape committee and assisted the 

Continued on Page 7
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Marine Laboratories are revered 
for their location, their access to 
unique habitats, and for their cross-
cutting approaches where interns and 
scientists work together as a team.  In 
a continuing effort to evaluate the 
ecosystem services provided by ma-
rine habitats, Dr. Ray Grizzle from 
the University of New Hampshire, 
Jackson Environmental Lab, visited 
the Marine Laboratory in September.  
In collaboration with SCCF scientists, 
Dr. Grizzle is using in situ chlorophyll 
sensors, similar to those deployed on 
the RECON platforms, to measure 
the uptake of phytoplankton (single 
celled, floating algae) by oyster reefs.  

The oyster reefs that were the 
subject of our measurements were 
constructed by Marine Lab staff and 
volunteers in 2009 as part of the Clam 
Bayou Restoration Project.  A total 
of five oyster reefs were constructed 
nearby existing natural oyster reefs.  
Dr. Grizzle is comparing the develop-
ment of these “constructed” reefs with 

natural reefs.  Measurements were first 
made in 2008, prior to the reef con-
struction.  Subsequent “post-restora-
tion” sampling events have document-
ed the change in uptake rates over the 
course of the reef ’s development.  

The filtration of an individual 
oyster is understood to be 20-30 gal-
lons per day, and this high rate of 
filtration is evident when you mea-
sure the amount of phytoplankton 
(single celled, floating algae) over an 
oyster reef.  

As an example of how the Ma-
rine Laboratory is providing training 
for interns, our intern Rebecca Fly-
nn assisted in sampling the uptake 
of oyster reefs and is developing her 
independent project to study uptake 
in tunicates.  

As an example of how marine 
labs and field stations encourage 
cross-disciplinary approaches, SCCF 
Marine Lab GIS specialist Alex Ry-
bak is providing contour maps and 

other products to fulfill our research 
goals.  These were presented at a na-
tional meeting in May.  

During our most recent sam-
pling trips to Clam Bayou, we ob-
served a crowning achievement for 
our efforts in Clam Bayou.  A white 
morph of a Great Blue Heron was 
seen foraging on our constructed 
reefs.  Providing foraging habitat for 
our wading birds was an overarch-
ing goal for all of the grant writing, 
50+ volunteer events, and the moni-
toring activities for mangroves and 
oysters.  The future of Clam Bayou 
is no longer a dark cloud over the 
west end thanks to the lead efforts of 
SCCF and all of our project partners 
and volunteers.

Marine Lab:  Thriving Collaborations Key to Successes
By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Laboratory Director

White morph of the great blue heron using a constructed reef

Dr. Grizzle explaining his approach 
during an impromptu lecture in the 
field

Chlorophyll is con-
tained in chloro-
plasts inside plants 
including algae, 
such as this fila-
mentous form. 
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Oyster reef in Clam Bayou at low tide, with water flowing from left to right.  The blue represents the lowest chlorophyll 
concentrations; orange and red represent the highest concentrations.  The blue area indicates depleted chlorophyll and shows 
where the oyster reef is located.  The data is from Dr. Grizzle’s research; the GIS map was prepared by the Lab’s Alex Rybak. 

Chlorophyll and algae
Chlorophyll a is one of the parameters recorded by SCCF’s RECON (River, Estuary & Coastal Observing 

Network) sensors.  The measurement of chlorophyll concentrations is commonly used by scientists as an indicator 
of the presence of aquatic ‘plants,’ including algae and phytoplankton (microscopic plants). 

Chlorophyll (Figure 1) absorbs sunlight and uses the generated energy to synthesize carbohydrates from car-
bon dioxide (CO2) and water.  This process — known as photosynthesis — is the basis for sustaining the life 
processes of all plants.  All plants, including phytoplankton, algae and some bacteria have chlorophyll a pigments. 

Chlorophyll Levels

Rebecca Thompson
Becky received her B.S. in Envi-

ronmental Science at Lincoln Memo-
rial University in Harrogate, TN in the 
spring of 2011.  She has been interested 
in the outdoors from an early age and, 
before attending college, worked with 
disadvantaged children teaching team-
building skills through rock climbing, 
mountain biking, canoeing, and other 
outdoor activities.

While attending LMU she was in-
volved with creating a documentary 
about the Powell River, which serves 
as a critical habitat for many rare and 

endangered species. She also based her 
undergraduate research on the Powell 
River, where she studied benthic mac-
roinvertebrate communities.  After her 
junior year she interned at Fire Island 
National Seashore, the barrier off of 
Long Island, NY focusing on invasive 
plants, while also working with the pip-
ing plover monitoring program and 
deer vegetation projects. After gradua-
tion she then served as an intern with 
Kenai Fjords National Park in Alaska as 
part of the Exotic Plant Management 
Team program as well as maintaining 
surrounding trail systems. 

New Wildlife Habitat Management Intern
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AnnuAl Meeting

Join us for our Annual Meeting on Thursday, Dec. 7 at 5 
p.m.  Find out what’s up at SCCF, what’s been happening 
at the Bailey Homestead Preserve and what will be upcom-
ing this year.  Please bring a potluck dish — SCCF will be 
supplying the main dish  Thursday, Dec. 7 at 5 p.m.  Call 
472-2329 for more info..

BoBcAt tAles

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range.  No one knows how many 
bobcats there are on Sanibel and Captiva but according 
to the book this adaptable feline’s ability to survive close 
to humans is one of the reasons for the bobcat’s success.  
Rats and mice can make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
To learn more about the biology and society of this shy 
feline that moves so peacefully among us, you are invited 
to attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, November 2 and 
December 14 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of 
the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free.

cAptivA HolidAy villAge & cHAutAuquA

Captiva Holiday Village is an event spread out over four 
weeks starting with the day after Thanksgiving. Many are 
familiar with ‘Tween Waters Fireworks, which this year 
will be on November 25. Country music, a salsa dance 
band and the Bahamian Junkanoo Band are featured en-
tertainment.  For this extravaganza, a large tent is being 
erected at McCarthy’s Marina.  SCCF is taking advantage 
of that space for community-based lectures and activities 
for the First Annual Captiva Chautauqua presented by 
SCCF.  Programs include Blue-eyed Scallops, family his-
tories, Chadwick’s Calusa Mound, Ice Cream Schemes, 
moonlit boat trips to nearby rookery islands, a cruise 
through 1000 years of fishing in the area, a history walk-
ing tour, nature of the area — shells, birds and ecology.  
For more information call Kristie Anders at 472-2329 or 
email kanders@sccf.org.  For more details about the en-
tire month of festivities, check out www.captivaholiday-
village.org

coyote And BeAr tAles

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on 
the island for the first time last winter.  Come and learn 
about the behaviors of these two new species.  Coyotes have 
now moved into every county in Florida.  Both human and 
bear populations are growing in Florida.  Eighty percent 
of a bear’s diet comes from insects and fruits.  Wednesday, 
November 9 and 30, and December 28 at 10 a.m. in the 

SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

dolpHin And Wildlife Adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

gAtor & crocodile tAles

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale 
of survival.  Come and learn to live with these living dino-
saurs to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Following the program take a walk on the trails to see an 
alligator nest that hatched this summer.   Wednesday, No-
vember 16 and December 7 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  
Call 472-2329 for more information.

oxBoW & riverlore cruises

The upcoming season of the Oxbow & Riverlore Cruises 
begins in November.  Come with us to experience the 
historic meanders of the upriver Caloosahatchee, follow-
ing the river back to a time when a waterfall served as the 
headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved liv-
ing amongst  the wilderness.  Guided by SCCF Natural 
Resource Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour 
adventure departs Saturday at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reser-
vations and payment required.  $40 per person.  Space is 
limited.  To reserve your spot call 472-2329.  This year’s 
cruise dates are:  Friday, November 25 and Sunday De-
cember 11 in 2011;  and on the following Sundays in 
2012:  January 22, February 12, March 11, April 15 and 
on Mothers Day, Sunday May 13.

sAiling under tHe stArs

Linger out on the water, sail under the stars and enjoy an 
introduction to our night sky.  Planets, stars and constel-
lations will be identified along the way.  Mythology and 
mysteries of the universe will be appreciated under the 
magic of the night sky.  Join us and share in the universal 
and timeless fascination of our night skies.   Sailing un-
der the Stars will be offered on Thursdays and Saturdays 
and will last approximately one and a half hours.  Times, 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF November - December 2011 Program Schedule
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SCCF November - December 2011 Program Schedule
cost, reservations and additional information 
may be obtained by calling Captiva Cruises 
at 472-5300.

turtle trAcks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle 
monitoring programs in the country.  Learn 
about the life cycles and habits of the sea tur-
tles and shorebirds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we 
are doing to protect them.  Meet at the Na-
ture Center for a talk and touch tank pro-
gram.  Thursday, November 3 and 17 and 
December 1 and 15 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the 
Nature Center.  Free to members and children, 
$5 for non-members.

turtles, tortoises And terrApins

The Nature Center now has a tank with live 
hatchlings of peninsula cooter, Florida soft-
shell, red-eared and yellow-bellied sliders 
and mud turtles.  Bring in the grandkids.  
And a new addition is a beautiful species, the 
ornate diamondback terrapin, featured in a 
new 220-gallon tank.  This saltwater species 
lives in the brackish water of the mangrove 
creeks where they forage on shrimp, fiddler 
crabs, and anything else they can dig up.  
Join us on Wednesday, November 23 and De-
cember 21 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is 
$5 with members and children free.

Wildlife tour At tHe dunes 
 Take an SCCF Wildlife Tour by golf cart 
at The Dunes to see alligators and birds.  
Last season, an eagle and the crocodile 
were spotted.  The golf course lakes sur-
rounded by SCCF preserved lands make 
for great wildlife viewing.  The  tour starts 
at 4 p.m. from the Dunes clubhouse.  Call 
the Dunes for reservations 472-3355 and 
ask for Julayne.  Cost is $18 per adult and 
$10 for children.  The first monthly tour 
will be Tuesday, December 6; then tours will 
be held on the first Tuesday of every month 
through April.  

Wines in tHe Wild:  tAke fligHt!
Join us on Saturday, November 12 from 
6 - 8 p.m. for our third annual Wines in 
the Wild.  Explore Foundation grounds 
while sampling fine wines — this year 
honoring our favorite birds, snowbirds — 
while enjoying tasty hors d’oeuvres.  $75 
per person, reservations requested but not 
required.  472-2329.

Wines in the Wild
A Wine Tasting Celebrating Our Good Nature

Saturday, November 12
    

SCCF
    

6 - 8 p.m.

Explore the Foundation grounds while sampling 
a delicious array of food and wine.  

Our theme this year will be
“Take Flight!”

Enjoy a fun evening while supporting 
SCCF programs!

$75 per person

For reservations call SCCF at 472-2329

Help to sponsor this event by joining our 
Host Committee.  For details, please contact:

 Linda Uhler at 472-3817 or 
 Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768

Board -- Continued from Page 3
landscape designer in implementing landscape restoration and new tennis 
court upgrades.  He moved to a house on Sanibel after Charley and serves 
as president of its homeowners association.

After Ed’s wife Jane passed in 1992, he retired from the active prac-
tice of medicine in 1997 and became a Florida resident in 2001.  He and 
his partner Anne Haslem have been active in environmental causes for 
several years and are members of the Colorado Land Trust.   As SCCF 
members, they made a contribution to buy equipment which can ana-
lyze and track water pollutants from original sources carried through the 
Caloosahatchee River into the Bay and to Sanibel.  He enjoys bicycling, 
gardening and volunteering at BIG Arts and the Recreation Center.
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Mother Nature Provides Late Season Rain
The good news is Mother Nature provided two, late 

season, record-breaking, rainmakers just in the nick of 
time.  The rains provide some short-term relief for the 
desperately dry conditions we have been suffering through 
this year and face again this coming dry season.  

How dry has it been?  Lake Okeechobee water lev-
els have been at “water shortage” levels since mid-March, 
2011.  As of this writing at the end of the wet season, 
lake levels are still in water shortage.  Before these rains 
arrived, the western lake marsh that supports the endan-
gered snail kite and its food source, the apple snail, was 
completely dry and the exposed lake bed was on fire!  The 
lake marsh is also important because it provides water 
quality treatment for water flowing west out of the lake 
into the Caloosahatchee.  

These two October rain events dropped between 6 
- 17 inches of rain around the watershed from the north-
ern Kissimmee valley to the Caloosahatchee.  While this 
water will slowly flow south into Lake Okeechobee, the 
fact is that the lake is still over two feet below where it 
needs to be as we enter the dry season.  Add to that a La 
Nina, bringing a drier-than-normal forecast for the com-
ing dry season.  So we are facing another drought year.  
That means that we have suffered drought conditions for 
four of the past five years.  

Dry conditions the past few years have had a devastat-
ing effect on Caloosahatchee resources, impacting com-
mercial and recreational fisheries and annihilating the 
tapegrass habitat that the endangered manatee is depen-
dent upon in their winter feeding areas upriver.  These im-
pacts were exacerbated by rain deficit but the real impacts 
are the result of water management decisions that waited 
five months before imposing the most minimal water re-
strictions while misappropriating scarce water supplies in 
a way that seriously impacted the natural ecosystems of 
Lake Okeechobee and the Caloosahatchee.

The most egregious policy decision the South Florida 
Water Management District (SFWMD) made was in pro-
viding two feet of scarce water off the lake to agricultural 
lands south of Lake O, while over the same seven-month 
period providing just one inch of water to the Caloosa-
hatchee.  In addition the District routinely discharged  
water out of the lake at a rate 30 to 40 times the amount 
of the water coming in.  The result was critically low lake 
levels that, for the first time, violated the lake’s Minimum 

Flow and Level and decimated the endangered snail kite 
nests on the lake due to lack of water.   

In the Caloosahatchee the lack of water caused salt 
levels to rise in the upper estuary, killing the freshwater 
aquatic vegetation, eliminating habitat for fish and wild-
life and generating over eight weeks of toxic blue-green al-
gae blooms that killed fish and shut down the Olga Water 
Treatment Plant that serves 40,000 homes in Lee County.

So the question to water managers is how will water 
be managed differently this year to avoid repeating these  
devastating conditions this coming year?   In today’s high-
ly altered system with three lock and dams on the river the 
Caloosahatchee is highly dependent on freshwater flow 
to protect water quality, wildlife habitat, our outstanding 
fisheries and our local economy.    

The SFWMD Governing Board will be addressing 
these issues at their November 10 meeting.

Federal Farm Bill & the SUGAR Act – Trick or Treat?
It appears our interest in eliminating federal subsidies 

for sugar farmers is finding some partners in Congress.   
Senators Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) and Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) 
are looking for  co-sponsors on  the Stop Unfair Giveaway 
and Restrictions (SUGAR) Act, just in time for Halloween.

The Senators sent a Halloween-themed postcard to fel-
low lawmakers with the message, “The U.S. Sugar Program: 
a trick on consumers and a treat for the sugar industry.”

The two Senators, who introduced the bill last Janu-
ary, would phase out the sugar support program that costs 
consumers $4 billion a year in subsidies paid to 4,700 
sugar cane and sugar beet growers.  Price supports have 
provided an artificially high value for a limited group of  
sugar producers that assures them a price more than twice 
the global market price for sugar.   

According to  Promar International, a food and agri-
culture consulting firm, higher sugar prices were respon-
sible for the loss of 112,000 jobs in sugar-using  industries 
between 1997 – 2009.  A 2006 Department of Com-
merce study estimated that for every sugar growing job 
saved through high U.S. sugar prices, approximately three 
manufacturing jobs are lost.

Add to this the inequity in water supply management.  
The Caloosahatchee and Lake O suffer because water is 
prioritized for sugar during drought; conversely, water is 
dumped on the Caloosahatchee during high water years.  

Natural Resource Policy:  Drought and Sugar
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
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In addition, water flow south out of Lake O needs to be 
restored to protect our estuary.  It’s time to revisit how 
taxpayer money is spent.  

In a recent press statement the Senators stated their 
SUGAR bill has the support of the Competitive Enter-
prise Institute, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the Na-
tional Foreign Trade Policy Council, the National Associ-

ation of Manufacturers, the American Baker Association, 
the Grocery Manufacturers Association, the International 
Dairy Foods Association, the National Confections As-
sociation, the Sweetener Users Association, and the Ever-
glades Trust.

That’s a great start; now let’s see if we can add to that 
list with local and regional supporters.   

Friday 12/2 
•	 9:30 Blue-Eyed Scallops Keeping an Eye on the Bay, 

Dr. Eric Milbrandt, SCCF Marine Lab Director
•	 11:00 Dr. Jose’ Leal Mollusks in a Changing in 

Environment- Dr. Jose’ Leal Shell Museum
•	 1:00 I Found an Injured Bird, Now What Do I Do? 

– CROW
•	 2:00 Birds of Captiva- J.N. “Ding” Darling National 

Wildlife Refuge

Saturday 12/3
•	 9:00 Walking through Time- Captiva Walking 

History Tour
•	 11:00 Ice Cream Schemes with Queenie
•	 2 pm Captiva Memorial Library Christmas Stories

Thursday 12/8
•	 9:30 1000 years of Fishing in Pine Island Sound, boat 

trip $25, presented by Kristie Anders, reservations 
required by calling Captiva Cruises, 472-5300

•	 4:30 Cruise in the Moonlight – Watching Birds 
Coming Home to Roost $30, presented by Kristie 
Anders, reservations required by calling Captiva 
Cruises, 472-5300

Friday 12/9
•	 9:00 Captiva’s Calusas and the Chadwick Mound 

Excavation - Theresa Schober, archeologist
•	 11:00  One Hundred Years of Dickey’s on Captiva – 

an Historic Perspective  Svea Scott

Saturday 12/10
Captiva Chautauqua presentations will be at South Seas 
Resort Marketplace and will include some of the famous 
or infamous Chefs in Shorts, watch for further details

Friday 12/16
•	 9:30 Captiva’s “Ding” Darling – preview and 

artifacts from Sam Koltinsky, producer of the new 
movie America’s Darling

Saturday 12/17
•	 9:30 Tides and Currents in the Gulf of Mexico, 

presented by Kristie Anders
•	 10:30 - noon Recycled Rhythm Instruments 

sponsored by Barnacle Phil’s and SCCF
•	 2:00 Christmas Stories - Captiva Memorial Library

Captiva Chautauqua 2011 presented by SCCF
The Captiva Chatauqua 2011 will be part of this year’s Captiva Holiday Village, an event spread out over four 

weeks starting with the day after Thanksgiving.  A large tent is being erected at McCarthy’s Marina and SCCF is tak-
ing advantage of that space for community-based lectures and activities.  (NOTE:  Chautauqua was an adult education 
movement in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, presenting entertainment and culture to communities.)

Nature Center and Trail Guide Volunteers Needed
Welcome back…there are still morning and afternoon slots available to answer phones and greet visitors to 

the Nature Center.  No previous experience necessary.  Please call Dee or just drop by to write your name on the 
calendar.

For all you Trail guides… walks will begin January 23 so contact Dee to pick your time.  New trail guides can 
sign up to shadow another guide before stepping out on your own

Save the Dates!
SCCF’s 20th Annual Tennis Tournament will be held March 31- April 1.  20 years of support from local donors 

and tennis players deserves a major celebration!  More details will be forthcoming.  Meanwhile, save the dates! 

Policy -- Continued from left
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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