
Alligators

The biology of alligators is an ancient 
tale of survival.  Florida’s history of 
gators and humans are closely inter-
twined.  As Florida’s population and 
developed areas have grown, human/
gator encounters have increased.  
Lakes dug during the development of 
Florida subdivisions, have invited al-
ligators into our backyards. Learning 
to live safely with these fascinating 
reptiles ensures our safety and their 
survival.  

Mother and babies

FOR THE SAFETY OF 
HUMANS AND THE 

SURVIVAL OF 
ALLIGATORS ON 

SANIBEL…
WE MUST STOP 

EVERYONE FROM 
FEEDING THEM.

To learn more about these 
living dinosaurs, call SCCF for 
“Gator Tales” program times 
or schedule a private program 

for your neighborhood. 
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Let your lawn care and other workers 
know they will lose their jobs if they feed 
an alligator.  Encourage them to report 
problem gators for the safety of all. 

Fence all neighborhood pools to keep 
gators out.

Keep fenced areas for children and dogs 
away from the water - add a vegetation 
buffer to block the gators view through 
the fence.

Post gator caution signs on waters edge. 
SCCF has signs for sale.

Place alligator educational packets in all 
rental units.

Mowing grass to water edges invites gators 
to bask…instead plant a vegetation/visual 
barrier to keep gators at waters edge.  Call 
SCCF (472-2329) for a “Landscaping for 
Gators” house call.

Things You Can 
Do To Help

Alligator mississippiensis



Living Safely 
With Alligators

DO NOT FEED GATORS…
REPORT TO THE POLICE 
ANYONE WHO DOES! 
Although humans are not generally 
viewed as prey by alligators, a fed 
gator is taught to see humans as 
food.  There is a $500 fine for feed-
ing a gator. 

KEEP CHILDREN AND PETS 
AWAY FROM EDGES OF 
LAKES, PONDS, RIVERS, 
CANALS, AND ALL FRESH 
WATER! 
It is never safe to play near fresh 
water in Florida. Alligators do not 
live in salt water, however are  
occasionally seen swimming there 
especially in times of  drought. 

NEVER SWIM IN FRESH 
WATER IN FLORIDA EXCEPT 
IN DESIGNATED AREAS! 
The majority of  the few human 
deaths from alligator attacks in  
Florida were people swimming where 
they should not have been.

BINOCULARS ARE THE  
SAFEST WAY TO OBSERVE 
ALLIGATORS! 
Approaching closer than 20 feet 
is risky.  In the blink of  an eye, an 
alligator can jump 6 feet into the 
air from a resting position and run 
extremely fast. 

As an island resident there are ways to 
keep your neighborhood safe for hu-
mans as well as alligators... 
 
Become the NEIGHBORHOOD  
GATOR GREETER - Make alliga-
tors a topic of conversation with your 
neighbors …especially renters and new 
homeowners.  Encourage them to talk 
to you about the alligators they have 
seen.  Help them figure out if the gator 
they saw was a gator being a gator or a 
gator displaying behavior dangerous to 
humans.

REMEMBER…Every alligator over 
4 feet long that is reported to the police 
and caught by the trapper is KILLED 
… whether the gator is a threat to 
humans or just basking in the backyard 
sun.  Let’s make sure we are only “har-
vesting” the dangerous ones.

Neighborhood 
Alligator Watch

Alligators begin reproducing at 
approximately 6 feet in length.

The alligator was 
designated Florida’s 
State Reptile in 1987.


