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SCCF Member Update

Monitoring Wildlife with Cameras
By Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist and Wildlife & Habitat Management Director

There are several techniques for monitoring presence/absence of wildlife species. Although it is not required to 
be conducting scientific research to deploy a trail camera, some bona fide research projects are conducted with these 
types of cameras. The method chosen for a project depends on the data desired from the research. If your purpose 
is to simply find out what species are present (presence/absence), wildlife cameras are an excellent way to positively 
identify the species of medium to large animals. Small animals like invertebrates and amphibians may be more difficult 
to identify to species by simply having the camera mounted on a pole or tree. Some of these cameras can be set-up to 
take very close photographs, such as cameras mounted on the ground at the mouth of a burrow or in a bucket “trap” 
where animals are lured in with bait but can leave freely and are photographed from inside the bucket (such as during 
the recent Sanibel rice rat study).

Top left:  Several different bobcats (Lynx fufus) have been seen at this burrow on the C.R. Johnston Tract.  Top right:  Although 
a coyote (Canis latrans) is occasionally seen at this burrow, they are the least common mammal seen at this location.  Above 
left:  The nine-banded armadillo (Dasypus novemcinctus), another nocturnal species, is considered naturalized throughout 
most of its range in the southeast U.S.because it has been here since the late 1800s. They dig round burrows that are often 
confused with gopher tortoise burrows (half circle shape), but also provide shelter for many wildlife species. Above right: Some 
species, such as the raccoon (Procyon lotor), are most often photographed at night due to their primarily nocturnal lifestyle.  

See Wildlife Cameras on Page 2
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Monica Jaeger is a senior at FGCU and has been commuting to the Marine Lab once 
a week for six months.  She’s been learning things like how to use our equipment, how we 
measure water quality, how to grow tape grass, identify phytoplankton, and is now helping 
us with a grant we are working on with FGCU.  

Florida DEP (Department of Environmental Protection), the South Florida Water 
Management District, Lee County, the City of Sanibel, Cape Coral, and other local mu-
nicipalities are working hard to identify point sources and reduce pollutant loadings to the 
Caloosahatchee estuary. The grant is from EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) and is 
designed to increase our understanding of how land runoff and Lake Okeechobee releases 
affect our estuary — from seagrasses to harmful algal blooms and anoxic (no oxygen) events.

The FGCU professors on the project are specialists in seagrasses, chemistry, and bacteria. 
In addition to monitoring water quality at the Midpoint Bridge, Monica has been doing experimental additions of river 

Wildlife Cameras -- Continued from Page 1

It is hard to believe that a year has gone by since I started as CEO. This has been an extremely 
rewarding year for me, professionally and personally: Alicia and I got married, we bought a house 
on Sanibel, and SCCF and Sanibel Sea School completed a ten-month process to combine into 
one stronger nonprofit organization. It has been quite a year! 

My predecessor, Erick Lindblad, led SCCF for 33 years. Today, I remain impressed with 
what he created here with our extraordinary staff. Taking the helm of an organization after such 
a remarkable tenure seemed daunting and gave me some pause when accepting this position. 

Our staff, these island communities, and all of our friends have made me feel so welcome — leading a group of 
dedicated, hardworking, smart people is a distinct honor. 

The SCCF family has built an unparalleled group of supporters. I have never seen the like in my previous 
work. We could not do what we do without the community’s commitment to SCCF’s mission. I think we all 
recognize that Sanibel and Captiva are special places, but keeping them special is the job of many. SCCF is 
proud to be a standard-bearer of our proud conservation history here. We have so much to cherish, and so much 
to still fix in our region and state. 

This year we created a new department to oversee all of our beach critters (sea turtles and shorebirds): 
Coastal Wildlife. This is an exciting step where this new department can focus on the unique features and needs 
of the shore. Our Habitat Management Department will continue to do its amazing job of maintaining and 
improving our 1,860 acres and caring for all of the interior wildlife. Our Native Landscapes and Garden Center 
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By Rick Bartleson, Ph.D., Marine Laboratory Research Scientist
Collaborative Effort on Caloosahatchee Estuary Water Quality

Wildlife (or trail) cameras can also document be-
havioral activities due to the rapid number of pictures 
they can take or built in video recording ability. Most 
cameras have night vision which allow for nocturnal 
photography. There is very little stress on the animal 
as the cameras are motion activated and mostly silent. 
Scent neutralizing sprays are often put on the cameras 
after setting them to not alarm animals that have strong 
smelling abilities. Most cameras range from $50-$700 
depending on the quality of the pictures and other data 
you want to collect (temperature, humidity, etc.) as well 
as the longevity of the product.

Wildlife cameras are not ideal for studies where you 

need to positively identify numerous individuals in a 
population unless they have glaring unique qualities such 
as injuries or distinct color patterns. However, if you are 
dealing with a very small group of animals, positive iden-
tification may be possible.  In most cases, to acquire use-
ful population data, some form of trapping must be con-
ducted. This enables you to positively mark the research 
animal, deploy telemetry equipment (radio or GPS tags), 
and take physical measurements that cannot be acquired 
with cameras. Even though the data acquired from wild-
life cameras is limited, basic abundance and community 
data can be very useful for land managers in making deci-
sions regarding ecosystem management.

...continued right



Page 3

Please Help Us Meet Our FY2019-2020 Fund Drive Goal

Department does an amazing job of extending the wildlife habitat from our preserves to our yards—teaching the 
public about the importance of planting native for wildlife and for water quality. 

Water continues to be the central themes of our Natural Resource Policy Department and our Marine Labora-
tory. While this last summer felt a welcome respite in comparison to the previous, we still had wide-spread harmful 
algal blooms. We have seen some welcome changes to our state’s water policy, however, we have so much left to 
achieve. This is an incredibly complex set of issues which will take continued, concerted efforts from nonprofits, 
businesses, universities, government, and a variety of other partners. It is important that we all remain vigilant and 
not let a season of better water conditions equate to a problem solved. 

I could not be more excited for SCCF’s future—this is such a dynamic institution, and now with the addition of 
the Sanibel Sea School, we are able to reach even more minds and hearts about the importance of our natural world. 
My goal is to provide meaningful connections to nature for our residents and visitors, and our work will always seek 
to promote and protect our environment. 

Over the next years we will continue to produce top-notch science on water quality; monitor and protect our 
beloved sea turtles, terrapins, and plovers; advocate for smarter policy on Lake Okeechobee; work with partners to 
strengthen our understanding of the natural beauty of our islands. We are honing our messaging, working more ef-
ficiently, and as always, we are being careful and strategic stewards of your investments in us. 

Thank you for making me feel welcome this year. I cannot wait to look back on year two!   

$875K

2019-20 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE

There are only three months left in our fiscal year ending on 
June 30.  We need the support of all our members to make FY2019-
2020 a financially stable year for SCCF.  You can provide much-
needed operating support to all our program areas by making a 
tax-deductible gift to the Annual Fund Drive.  

Please donate by using the reply envelope in the previously 
sent Annual Report and Annual Fund Drive brochure.  You can 
also donate online at www.sccf.org.  

For questions, including how to give securities, please 
contact Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 or cgiattini@sccf.org.

Please Give Today!

water to harmful algae bloom microcosms. Last Novem-
ber, the Ft. Myers RECON started recording large spikes in 
chlorophyll.  Samples collected had over 2 million cells per 
liter of a dinoflagellate named Akashiwo sanguineum, and the 
bloom was still present in the estuary on 01/29/20. This is 
a widespread species that is found to bloom in nutrient-rich 
waters with a salinity tolerance down to one third of seawa-
ter. It gains a competitive advantage by exuding mucous that 
can make the water too viscous for other plankton species.  
Like Karenia brevis (the red tide algae), it can migrate up for 
light and down to near the sediments for nutrients. Also like 

K. brevis, it can absorb particles as well as using light to make 
sugar from dissolved CO2.  

Localized low oxygen (hypoxic) events have occurred 
during this bloom, but the cells that die and sink to the 
bottom can help fuel a much larger hypoxic event when 
the water warms up. The Caloosahatchee has had at least 
two other blooms of Akashiwo since 2006, and almost ev-
ery year since the RECON array was deployed, there has 
been a large hypoxic event. Knowing more about how the 
estuary responds to nutrient loadings will help regulators 
set their nutrient loading thresholds at protective levels.
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Everglades Coalition Conference  
The 35th annual Everglades Coalition Conference held at 
South Seas Resort on Captiva in January was an upbeat and 
energized event celebrating progress on projects and poli-
cies. The gathering provided exceptional networking with 
federal, state and regional officials, agencies, stakeholders 
and students engaged in Everglades restoration. The prog-

ress on funding at the federal and state level is supporting 
project completions and ground-breakings on new proj-
ects. 

From the water quality crisis of 2018, Governor De-
Santis has created task force panels to assess pollution 
sources and solutions, focused on consistent funding 
needed to address the sources and prevent continued deg-
radation, and has proposed legisltion this session to in-
crease fines and enforcement and tighten controls needed  
to address needed water quality regulations and oversight.

The opening plenary panel of the conference, moder-
ated by SCCF Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel, featured 
a panel discussion focused on “Water Quality from Crisis 
to Action.”  Panelists included agency, policy, academic, 
agricultural and Everglades stakeholder representatives 
that engaged in an interactive discussion of past and fu-
ture issues.  In closing the panelists were asked to look 
ahead to what they would like to see accomplished by this 
time next year. Adam Blalock from DEP (Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection) cited getting the EAA 
reservoir (Everglades Agricultural Area reservoir, south of 
Lake Okeechobee) permitted, passing broad water qual-
ity legislation SB 712 and funding to keep all our efforts 
advancing.  Chauncey Goss, Chairman of the SFWMD 
(South Florida Water Management District) hopes we 
can keep the momentum, start the C43 water quality 

Water Watch
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

SCCF’s Ryan Orgera; Colonel Andrew Kelly, Commander 
of the Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; 
Charlette Roman, South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict Governing Board member; Rae Ann Wessel; Lieuten-
ant Colonel Todd Polk, Deputy District Commander, South 
Florida, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Jacksonville District.

The opening plenary panel of the Everglades Coalition Conference, moderated by Rae Ann Wessel, featured a panel discusssion 
with Adam Blalock, Chauncey Goss, Dr. Mike Parsons, Gary Ritter and Marisa Carrozzo.

See Conference on Page 6
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Craft Beer & Live Music

Beer in the Bushes

SCCF

Big Sam’s 
Funky Nation

 Shamarr 
Allen 
& the 

Underdawgs

featuring

with support 
from 

A boisterous blend of funk, jazz, rock, & hip-hop, 
nothing short of seismic live “experiences”

Hold on to your hats, SCCF is reaching out with hat in hand to 
invite you to the end of season celebration that is Beer in the 
Bushes. Score a hat trick with the trio of live music, hot food, 
& cold beer. Hats off to you if you purchase your tickets at the 
limited early bird pricing. Don’t keep this under your hat, 
spread the word while we pull a rabbit out of our hat with all 
of the fun & surprises sure to be found! Throw your hat in the 

ring & purchase tickets at beerinthebushes.com. Oh yeah, 
wear a fun hat, there’s a hat theme going on… 

SCCF presents the 9th Annual Beer in the Bushes

Saturday, April 11th • 6-10pm • SCCF Nature Center
beerinthebushes.com
Earlybird tickets on sale March 1

The Marcums
Sponsorship opportunities available: 239-357-0457. Thanks to:

Presenting
Sponsor Band Sponsors
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treatment project (to treat water held in the C43 reservoir 
for the Caloosahatchee) and continue the needed funding 
support.  Dr. Mike Parsons from the Blue Green Algae 
Task Force wants to see real nutrient reductions achieved 
to reduce threats from harmful algae blooms. Gary Rit-
ter, representing agricultural stakeholders, wants to see 
100% participation of agricultural landowners in BMPs, 
nutrient reductions from BMP (Best Management Prac-
tice) manual updates and better oversight of aquatic plant 
management.  Marisa Carrozzo, the Everglades stakehold-
er hopes meaningful water quality regulation gets passed 
and progress is made toward meeting clean up goals in 
basin management action plans (BMAP).

Additional island faces participated in a conference 
breakout entitled The (Small) Business of Restoration  
that featured Realtor Valerie Tutor,  Hotelier Chris Da-
vison as well as Bonita Springs Chamber CEO Tiffany 
Esposito. They were joined by a beer brewer, Everglades 
tour guide and fishing guide to highlight the critical — 
and often taken for granted  — value of Everglades resto-
ration to small businesses and the very real costs of poor 
water quality. 

The Ding Darling Wildlife Society, this year’s confer-
ence host,  lead a breakout entitled National Wildlife Ref-
uges: 800,000 acres in Support of Everglades Restoration 
that highlighted the significant role that these natural areas 
serve in providing land and water quality treatment in the 
greater Everglades ecosystem.  

This exceptional conference was topped off with an en-
gaging field trip on Pine Island Sound Aquatic Preserve, 
guided and underwritten by Captiva Cruises. The weather, 
water, and wildlife provided a breathtaking back drop for 
showcasing our region’s extraordinary beauty and what we 
are all working so hard to protect. 

Lake Okeechobee - Heartbeat of the Everglades
Lake Okeechobee is the liquid heart of the Everglades 

ecosystem; when it is healthy the whole greater Everglades 
ecosystem benefits and when it is not, everything suffers.  
The Army Corps is currently evaluating changes to the 
operational protocols for managing lake water levels to 
improve the delivery and timing of water out of the lake 
to benefit the entire system. We are engaged to ensure les-
sons learned from past operations that have not served to 
benefit the entire system including the lake, estuaries and 
Everglades are corrected.   

But there are interests at work who want to retrograde 

management back to operating the lake as a reservoir in-
stead of a living system. We must not move backward and 
risk our progress and investments in restoration; there is 
too much at stake.   

The current management schedule dramatically 
improved conditions, reducing water levels from the 
previous high lake management schedule that held lake 
levels high for so long it drowned the marsh nursery for 
fish and invertebrates and eliminated its water filtering 
functions. High lake levels leave little to no freeboard 
for storms that raise lake levels faster than water can be 
released, necessitating devastating, long duration, high 
volume discharges to the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie 
estuaries and coastal communities.   

A new schedule is needed, informed by the lessons 
learned the past 12 years. Raising  lake stages above cur-
rent operations would cause unnecessary, devastating 
harm. There is also a limit to lower lake levels where harm 
is caused to the lake marsh habitat, water quality and the 
estuaries. Just as the current management schedule dra-
matically improved  conditions from the previous high 
lake management schedule, we can further improve and 
balance the benefits from sharing water when the supply 
is ample and better share — and reduce the harm — dur-
ing water shortages.    

Lake operations need operational flexibility to re-
spond to natural weather conditions and make common 
sense decisions to address the needs of the system. The 
past year the Corps has done exactly that; helping to re-
duce harm from both high and low lake levels.  

This is an exciting time in Everglades restoration with 
projects nearing completion and others breaking ground. 
Central to supporting restoration is updating the man-
agement of the heart of the system. Monthly Project De-
livery Team (PDT) meetings are scheduled to keep this 
reevaluation on track. The public is welcome to listen and 
provide input during public comment periods at these 
meetings. Upcoming meetings are scheduled on 2/27, 
3/31 and 4/23. Past meeting presentations and details are 

Conference cont’d from Page 4
The (Small) BuSineSS of ReSToRaTion panel
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Sanibel Sea School’s annual fundraiser, Octifest on the 
Beach, will be held under a big top tent on Sanibel Cause-
way Island A on Saturday, April 4, at 6:30pm. As part of 
SCCF, Sanibel Sea School invites community members to 
attend this bayside celebration of ocean love. And, to honor 
the Sanibel Sea School’s efforts to provide meaningful ocean 
experiences to thousands of children in our region each year. 

 This year’s event will be themed “Nod to the Past, 
Gaze to the Future.” Dr. Bruce Neill, co-founder of San-
ibel Sea School, has announced his retirement and will 
transition out of Sanibel Sea School in the fall — Octifest 
2020 will be the final event under his leadership. This year 
will be a celebration of accomplishments but also a look 
towards Sanibel Sea School’s bright future. The event will 
honor dedicated founders, Bruce and Evelyn Neill, as well 
as those who helped build the institution over the years. 

“Let’s not forget that amidst our great celebrations, 
our goal is to raise money for scholarships, so that we 
can continue to share rich, ocean experiences with chil-
dren,” said Neill. “We are so grateful for our community 
members and supporters over the years who have made 
our dream a reality – to build an institution to share love 
of the ocean.”

Sanibel Sea School’s mission is to improve the ocean’s future, one person at a time. To learn more about Octifest, or 
to purchase tickets, visit octifest.org or call 239-472-8585. In January 2020, the Sanibel Sea School officially combined 
with SCCF, greatly expanding SCCF’s current  educational outreach to children, including No Child Left On Shore.

Sanibel Sea School’s Octifest:  Nod to the Past, Gaze to the Future

Lake Okeechobee continued from left

Bruce and Evelyn Neill, founders of Sanibel Sea School 

available at:    www.saj.usace.army.mil/LOSOM/

Eden Oak Update
By Holly Schwartz, Natural Resource Policy Assistant

We’ve come to expect the unexpected in the long run-
ning Eden Oak development permitting process so on Janu-
ary 7, 2020 we were not surprised by another twist in what 
was supposed to be the conclusion of the applicant’s rezoning  
presentations to the Lee County Hearing Examiner.

The hearing was continued again when the Hearing Ex-
aminer advised the applicant that the Lee County Plan does 
not provide her the latitude to approve the additional density 
they have requested because the lands are mapped as environ-
mentally critical wetlands. She gave the applicant the option 
to close the hearing and be bound by what is reflected in the 
current comprehensive plan or to remand the issue back to 
staff for an administrative interpretation to change the wet-
land/upland land use designation. The applicant opted to not 

close the hearing, preferring to submit legal descriptions to add 
the uplands to the county’s future land use map. The county 
will then make an administrative interpretation to designate 
the uplands to the most appropriate future land use category 
which is relevant to the requested number of residential units 
the applicant can develop on the property. 

By February 10, 2020, the applicant and staff will pro-
vide a written status update to the Hearing Examiner on 
their progress. At that time the Hearing Examiner will either 
allow for more time or she will set the date to resume the re-
buttal/closing of the presentations by the applicant and staff.   

We will continue to oppose this ill-placed develop-
ment at every opportunity and appreciate your engage-
ment, support and dedication. The applicant is concur-
rently seeking permit approvals with the South Florida 
Water Management District and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. We will  continue to provide updates by email 
and on the SCCF webpage.
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Students from Florida Southwestern College had the 
opportunity to get an up close look at our back bay estu-
ary and beach ecology courtesy of SCCF’s and Captiva 
Cruises’ “No Child Left On Shore” Environmental Ed-

ucation Outreach Project.  Despite the cool and drizzly 
conditions the students were eager to explore the shore-
line of Cayo Costa State Park and were very excited to be 
able to observe dolphins, birds as well as fish, sea stars and 
other marine life pulled up with the trawling net.  

Additional information about The No Child Left On 
Shore program may be obtained by calling Richard Finkel 
at (239) 233-0046.

By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead:
White Stoppers, Spanish Stoppers, Simpson’s Stoppers, Oh My!

March is the time when we start to see the subtle, but 
sweet smelling stopper flowers. Appearing like tiny bursts 
of white fireworks, when a plant is in full bloom, it can 
almost take on a fuzzy appearance. Full of nectar, they are 
a feast for many of our native pollinators, who keep the 
trees abuzz in the spring. 

Though there are six native plants that are commonly 
referred to as “stoppers,” only three of them are naturally 
found on Sanibel. The most ubiquitous, White Stopper 
(Eugenia axillaris), can also be blamed for the smell of a 
skunk wafting through the air (there are no skunks on our 
islands). This phenomenon seems to happen at random 
times, perhaps when the humidity and sunlight are just 
at the right places. It has also been reported that some 
people cannot smell this fragrance at all, or in complete 
opposition, some find the odor mildly attractive. 

The other two species, Spanish Stopper (Eugenia 
foetida) and Simpson’s Stopper (Myrcianthes fragrans) 
can also be readily found around the islands. The fruits 
of the Simpson’s Stopper are an attractive bright orange 
and also edible. The other three native stoppers are found 
uncommonly throughout the rest of South Florida, and 
will readily grow when planted in our area. All are named 
stoppers because they were rumored to have been used in 
the treatment of diarrhea by early settlers. 

No Child Left On Shore



Page 9

A Bunche BeAch-comBong morning with Doc Bruce

Tuesday, Mar. 10, 8-10am — With its dense mangrove 
forest and a vast soft intertidal zone Bunche Beach Pre-
serve is top notch when it comes to beach combing. 
Shorebirds and wading birds glide between tide pools in 
search of a snack, juvenile horseshoe crabs leave nothing 
but tracks behind, and King’s Crown Conchs slide around 
hunting for oysters. Who knows what else the last high 
tide will leave for us to find? Now’s your chance to test Dr. 
Bruce Neill, Ph.D., on his beach combing skills! Meet at 
Bunche Beach Preserve (18201 John Morris Road) Regis-
ter at sanibelseaschool.org/sanibel-adult-programs; $20.

BirDing SunSet cruiSe

Tuesday, Mar. 10, 6:15-8:15pm — See box on Page 10

BowmAn’S BeAch wAlk

Wednesdays (through Mar. 25), 9-11am — Meet your 
SCCF guide at Bowman’s Beach at the foot of the bridge 
that crosses the bayou on the way to the beach. Your guide 
will lead you along the beach towards Blind Pass and back 
along the back dune/bayou trail. Free to all. You must pay 
to park.  

cAlooSAhAtchee oxBow & riveerlore cruiSe

Explore the scenic and historic Caloosahatchee on an 
Oxbow and Riverlore Cruise hosted by SCCF and gain 
a personal perspective on the river, its history, folklore, 
issues and solutions. We follow the river back to a time 
when a waterfall served as the headwaters of the Caloosa-
hatchee and settlers braved living in the wilderness. The 
2.5 hour adventure begins by locking through the W.P. 
Franklin Lock in Olga. Stories of the settlements and 
their adventures are blended with an understanding of the 
river’s oxbows, the wild creatures that call it home and the 
challenges the river faces. Tours are guided by Rae Ann 
Wessel, a river researcher, long-time river advocate, his-
torian and SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director. The 
boat is a stable and spacious 41 passenger pontoon boat. 
All seats have a great view for photographs and wildlife 
viewing. Cruises depart from the south side of the river at 
the W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam off SR 80 in Olga.  Friday 
cruises depart at 1 pm return 3:30pm  — March 6; April 

3; Saturday cruises depart at 9am return by 11:30 am — 
March 21; May 9.  Tickets are $45 per person with ad-
vance reservations required online at sccf.org, Resources, 
Calendar. Space is limited.  Reservations are a must!

evening At the homeSteAD:  climAte chAnge & FooD

Wednesday, Mar. 4, 6:30pm — See box below.
 

exploring tiDeS — BoAt trip

Thursday, Mar. 5, 9am-12pm — The tides are a constant 
influence on our oceans. They are controlled by astrologi-
cal arrangements and gravity.  Dr. Bruce Neill, Ph.D., 
will lead a cruise aboard Ripple Effect, a pontoon boat/
floating classroom to get down to the nitty gritty on how 
tides work, and what they mean.  This will be fun, and 
an unusual way to have an analytical look at our oceans. 
Meet on Causeway Island B. Register at sanibelseaschool.
org/sanibel-adult-programs; $75.

interior wetlAnD trAil wAlkS

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays, 11am-noon — Sani-
bel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because it still 
has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem. Join us for a 
guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, 
natural and cultural history and preservation efforts. Meet at 
the Nature Center. Call 239-472-2329 with questions.

 SCCF    M a r C h  2020
hAppeningS

progrAmS

opportunitieS

Continued on Page 10

evening At the homeSteAD:  
climAte chAnge & FooD

Wednesday, Mar. 4, 6:30pm — Join us for an en-
lightening lecture by Jackie Vitale, Chef-in-Res-
idence at the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation, 
as she explores how our food system impacts the 
changing climate, from seed to supermarket; fridge 
to landfill. Our energy and transportation indus-
tries get most of the attention when it comes to 
climate change, but the food system also plays a 
large role in our warming planet. We’ll also learn 
about the historical and economic roots of our cur-
rent industrial system, and present possibilities for a 
brighter future. The focus will be on positive solu-
tions we can bring back to our kitchens!  Presented 
in partnership with FISH of SanCap & the Robert 
Rauschenberg Foundation. Doors will open at the 
Bailey Homestead Preserve at 6pm for light bites 
and refreshments. Register for tickets at Eventbrite/
SCCF; $10. 

SCCF and the Sanibel Sea School have joined forces.  
Be sure to visit www.sanibelseaschool.org to find out 
the latest program offerings.
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 SCCF    M a r C h  2020
hAppeningS

progrAmS

opportunitieS

pine iSlAnD SounDS SunSet 
concert cruiSe

Sunday, March 1, 4:30 pm — 
SCCF and Captiva Cruises 
present 2020 Grammy Nomi-
nee Amythyst Kiah on an inti-

mate 2-hour 
sunset cruise 
aboard the 
Lady Chad-
wick. Ticket 
sales support 
SCCF’s water quality efforts.  You can learn more and buy tickets at Eventbrite/SCCF or visit sccf.org

“iSlAnDS” Art exhiBit

Feb. 4 – April 2; Monday – Friday, 9am-12pm; Saturday 
10am–1pm — This cooperative exhibit between SCCF 
and the Sanibel Captiva Art League (SCAL) features orig-
inal works of art interpreting the theme of “Island.” Come 
enjoy the fresh works of artists who were inspired by SC-
CF’s mission to conserve and protect our islands' natural 
beauty, wildlife and resources.  The exhibit is inside of the 
Bailey Homestead house, 1300 Periwinkle Way; admis-
sion is free. Call the Native Landscapes & Garden Center 
at 239-472-1932 with questions.

introDuction to nAture JournAling workShop

Wednesday, Mar. 11, 1-4pm — Long-time Florida Native 
Plant Society member (FNPS) Elizabeth Smith will lead a 
hands-on workshop introducing you to 
the process of nature journaling.  A way 
to connect more deeply to the outdoors, 
the class will teach you how to be more 
creative, look at nature differently, and 
add art to your life. Participants will see 
different examples of nature journals, 
a combination of sketches and text, in 
several styles and formats.  We will learn 
some basic drawing techniques and will 
practice with some plein air drawing in 
the field.  Drawing skills are helpful but not required.  Meet 
in the main house at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 

Periwinkle Way. Call the Garden Center with questions, 239-
472-1932. Registration through Eventbrite. $40 SCCF mem-
bers; $50 non-members.

mAking the lAnD work wAlking tourS

Mondays at 2pm & Thursdays at 10am — Join us for a 
one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Preserve 
that blends SCCF’s conservation work on the historic 
property, the history of the land itself and some stories 
about the pioneering Bailey family. Walking shoes are rec-
ommended. No reservations are needed. Suggested dona-
tion of $5 to SCCF greatly appreciated. Bailey Home-
stead Preserve, 1300 Periwinkle Way, meet at the kiosk at 
the head of the Shipley Trail. Call the Garden Center at 
239-472-1932 for more information

moDern DAy plAnt explorAtion

Thursday, Mar. 26, 9am-12pm — Let’s all become bota-
nists today and explore the world of plants. During this 
course, Jenny Evans will lead us through what the day in 
the life of a botanist is like. We’ll do a botany walk and 
learn basic plant observation skills, discuss identifying 
characteristics, and collect plants along the way. With our 
foraged collection, we’ll do some hands-on plant pressing, 
talk about what a herbarium is and why they are impor-
tant and create some dried samples for you to take home! 
Meet at Sanibel Sea School. Register at sanibelseaschool.
org/sanibel-adult-programs; $20.

Frigate birds silently circling overhead before settling on Hemp Key.  
Photos from a November 2009 sunset cruise.

Tuesday, Mar. 10, 6:15-8:15pm — Join us for a cruise out of McCarthy’s 
Marina as we explore the back bay estuarine waters while discussing the 
ecology and birds seen along the way. The cruise will be narrated by SCCF 
Shorebird Biologist Audrey Albrecht and Captiva Cruises/SCCF Educa-
tor Richard Finkel.  Proceeds will support SCCF’s shorebird monitoring 
program. $45/adult, $35/child. For reservations, call Captiva Cruises at 
239-472-5300 or book online at www.captivacruises.com.    

BirDing SunSet cruiSe
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Making Land Work

Making Land Work

WeedsNSeeds

WeedsNSeeds

WeedsNSeeds
Pine Island Sounds 
Cruise

WeedsNSeeds
Observing Bees

Seabird Cruise-Sanibel 
Sea School

WeedsNSeeds

Making Land Work

Making Land Work

Plant Exploration-Sanibel 
Sea School̀

Making Land Work

Making Land Work

Making Land Work

**New Moon Meditation

Oxbow Cruise

Oxbow Cruise

Octifest--Sanibel Sea 
School fundraiser

Making Land Work

Bowmans Beach Walk

Beach Combing-
Sanibel Sea School

Sunset Birding Cruise-
Captiva Cruises

Bowmans Beach Walk

Nature Journaling

Exploring the Tides Cruise-
Sanibel Sea School

Bowmans Beach Walk

Bowmans Beach Walk

Making Land Work

Making Land Work“Islands” Art Exhibit M-F thru 
April 2
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Climate Change-Eve at 
Homestead

**For info www.ambuyoga.com.

All programs at Bailey Homestead Preserve unless otherwise noted, 1300 Periwinkle Way sccf.org/calendar

nAtive & SolitAry BeeS oBServAtion workShop

Tuesday, Mar. 17, 10am-12pm — Marisol Mata will be 
leading a hands-on workshop to observe native bees in 
SCCF’s Native Landscapes & Garden Center at the Bai-
ley Homestead Preserve. Learn how to tell the difference 
between bees, wasps, and flies, and see which plants are 
the bees’ favorites. Watch how bees forage for nectar, what 
flower shapes they prefer, and where they go in the gar-
den! Marisol’s love for the outdoors and science has taken 
her across much of the Western Hemisphere, including 
field research in British Columbia, the Caribbean Islands, 
and down the Andes Mountains from Bolivia to Patago-
nia. Her work, whether focused on flora or fauna, has al-
ways involved using science to connect local communities 
with nature. RSVP through Eventbrite/SCCF; $8 SCCF 
members, $10 non-members. Meet at the Native Land-
scapes & Garden Center, 1300 Periwinkle Way. Call the 
Garden Center at 239-472-1932 for more information

new moon meDitAtion

Tuesday, Mar. 23 at 6:50pm — Enjoy a guided medi-
tation on the beach as the sun sets and the moon rises. 
(Sunset at 7:40pm) Meet at Alison Hagerup Beach Park, 
14790 Captiva Dr., Captiva. Suggested donation $10-
15, proceeds benefit SCCF's sea turtle research program. 
Bring a towel or blanket. For more info, ambuyoga.com/
moon or 239-314-9642.  

SeABirDS — gullS, ternS AnD SkimmerS, oh my!
Tuesday, Mar. 17, 9am-12pm — All birds along the shore 
are not shorebirds – at least to not to bird biologists.  Led 
by SCCF Shorebird Biologist Audrey Albrecht, we’ll ex-
plore the seabirds we commonly see on our shores.  She 
will explain how to tell a shorebird from a bird on shore 
and learn to differentiate gulls, terns and skimmers.  This 
will be a great time for learning and shorebird watching. 
Register at sanibelseaschool.org/sanibel-adult-programs; $20.

weeDS & SeeDS

Mondays at 8:40am — We are a group of amateur bot-
anists who enjoy finding and identifying native plants 
on Sanibel and in the Caloosahatchee watershed. Our 
walks, visiting different locations in Lee County, last for 
two hours, and are guided by a leader with a plant list. 
Meet at the Nature Center at 8:40am (depart at 8:45am) 
at the base of the porch and carpool to the site. Walks 
are free but donations to SCCF are welcome.  Please 
email karlwerner@sbcglobal.net for more info.

Left: Female Little Green Sweat Bee, a stingless bee, collecting 
pollen to take back to her ground nest.  Right: Female Green 
Orchid Bee pollinating Bay Bean. Green Orchid bees have 
the longest tongues of any bee. Photos by Luc Century.
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Linda Uhler - President
Don Rice - Vice President
Susan Beittel - Treasurer    
Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Ryan Orgera, Ph.D. - Chief Executive Officer   Erick Lindblad - CEO Emeritus

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Chris Lechowicz
Barbara Linstrom

Board of Trustees  2020
Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Sandy Gross
Nik Khakee
Robin Krivanek

Chip Roach
Jodi Schwartzel-Rienzo
Laura Shaffer
Ty Symroski

Rick Bartleson, Ph.D.
Jenny Evans

Richard Finkel

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

March 2020 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Karen Nelson
Ryan Orgera, Ph.D.

Rae Ann Wessel

Nature Center Hours:

   
Visit the Sanibel Slough Trails at the Erick Lindblad Preserve.
Open every day, dawn to dusk.

Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

•  Marine Laboratory
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Landscapes & Garden Center
• Coastal Wildlife
• Wildlife & Habitat Management
• Land Acquisition & Stewardship
• Environmental Education

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal habitats and aquatic resources 

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Nature Center closed for a “refresh” but 

trails are open.  Check website for programs.


