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SCCF Member Update

SCCF and Sanibel Sea School Enter 2020 as a United Force
By Barbara Linstrom, Communications Director

See SCCF and Sanibel Sea School on Page 6

SCCF and Sanibel Sea School 
begin 2020 as a united force and 
family to better conserve our coastal 
ecosystems.

“As we enter a new decade as a 
bigger family, we will tackle no short-
age of conservation challenges; we’ll 
fight for mangroves, box turtles, plo-
vers, or sawfish. We’ll teach children 
and new homeowners to care for owls 
and seahorses,” said SCCF CEO 
Ryan Orgera, Ph.D. “Our commu-
nities have entrusted us with our na-
ture, we must strive every day to love 
and protect the world around us.”

The Sanibel Sea School has be-
come an iconic brand for its focus 
on experiential education for kids as 
well as lifelong learners of all ages. 
It is now SCCF’s education depart-
ment, and all current SCCF educa-
tional programs, including Evenings 
at the Homestead and No Child Left 
On Shore, will continue alongside 
the new Sanibel Sea School program-
ming under the SCCF umbrella.

 “Joining forces is what’s best for 
the future of our coastal ecosystems,” 
said Orgera. “Early on in our con-
versations, Bruce and I realized that 
both organizations want the same 
end result: that of a more loved, cared 
for, and understood natural world.”

Sanibel Sea School Executive Di-
rector Bruce Neill, Ph.D., is excited 
to join efforts as SCCF’s Director of 
Education. 

“I feel great about growing the 

Sea School’s special style of marine 
science education under the SCCF 
umbrella. We believe this is the most 
sustainable future for Sanibel Sea 
School, and one that will ensure that 
our programs continue for years to 
come,” said Neill.

Now that the two organizations 
are a single nonprofit, the partnership 
blends many facets of conservation 
under a single administrative roof. 

“The Sea School excels at chang-
ing minds and hearts—and together 
with SCCF’s long history of fighting 
for our natural world, our scientific 
expertise, our 52 years of community 
support—we are creating a true force 
for and of nature,” said Orgera. 

Founded in 2005 by Neill and his 
wife, Evelyn, the Sanibel Sea School 
established a solid reputation for its 
unique brand of education.

“Bruce and Evelyn Neill created 
an extraordinary being—they tapped 
into a wavelength that few in conser-
vation can: Sanibel Sea School has 
provided emotional and intellectual 
connections to our natural world for 
now nearly a generation of children 
and adults,” said Orgera.

They also deliver a simple mes-
sage.

 “We believe that if people fall in 
love with the ocean, they will protect 
it,” says Neill.

Sanibel Sea School has welcomed 
people of all ages and walks of life to 
become part of an “Ocean Tribe.” 

“We make field-based learning 
fun and meaningful – from squid 
dissections and seine netting for sea-
horses to surfing and kayaking,” said 
Neill. “Many people fear the ocean, so 
we help them experience it in a rich, 
safe and meaningful way that builds a 
lasting connection to nature.”

Neill brings a great deal of respect 
for the work that SCCF does.

“Thanks to SCCF, reputable, re-
spected marine science is taking place 
on our islands; we are excited to help 
translate that pertinent information 
in ways to help our citizens become 
better stewards of the environment, 
and to have a more meaningful and 
examined experience in this commu-
nity,” said Neill. 

(from left):  Dr. Bruce Neill and Dr. 
Ryan Orgera
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SCCF is thrilled to host “Her Deep-
ness” Dr. Sylvia Earle, who along with Jane 
Goodall, is considered to be one of the most 
important conservationists of our time. A 
legendary oceanographer, Earle will be the 
guest speaker at SCCF’s 2nd Annual Paul 
McCarthy Lecture at the Sanibel Commu-
nity House on Feb. 7, 2020. Doors open at 
5pm for light bites and refreshments. The 
lecture will begin at 5:30pm. 

“I met Sylvia while doing international 
policy work on fisheries and she truly is a 
force of nature. She’s hands down the most 
powerful voice for marine conservation of 
our day,” said SCCF CEO Ryan Orgera. 
“We are very fortunate to have her share 
her wisdom and insight on Sanibel.”

Earle will share her knowledge and pas-
sion for our oceans as well as her perspec-
tive on the future of our cherished South-
west Florida waterways.

The McCarthy lecture series was con-
ceived by the Boler Family Foundation, 
which underwrites the speaker fees and 
expenses, as a way to honor a dear family 
friend, Paul McCarthy, founder of Cap-
tiva Cruises and an active presence on the 
islands for years. Feb. 6 would have been 
McCarthy’s 68th birthday and those who 
knew him can attest that he would be ecstatic to have Earle on our islands.

A National Geographic explorer-in-residence since 1998, Earle was the first female chief scientist of the U.S. Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). In 1998, she was named by Time Magazine as its first Hero 
for the Planet. She is also part of Ocean Elders, a group dedicated to protecting the ocean and its wildlife.

Having grown up in Dunedin, FL, on the Gulf coast, Earle is deeply concerned about our coastal waters. One of 
Earle’s most poignant statements is “We need to respect the oceans and take care of them as if our lives depended on 
it. Because they do.”

Earle currently leads Mission Blue to unite a global coalition to inspire an upwelling of public awareness, access 
and support for a worldwide network of marine protected areas. Called “Hope Spots” they are intended to safeguard 
the living systems that provide the underpinnings of global processes, from maintaining biodiversity and yielding basic 
life support services to providing stability and resiliency in response to accelerating climate change.

The Florida Gulf Coast is one of her designated Hope Spots.
Tickets are available online at Eventbrite:  visit sccf.org, then Programs and scroll down for the Calendar  Tickets 

are $20, $10 for students.

Legendary Oceanographer Sylvia Earle Speaking on February 7
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Watch Your Mail for the New Annual Fund Drive Brochure

$875K

2019-20 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE

We wish all our members a happy and healthy new year and ask 
your help to make 2019 a financially stable year for SCCF.  You 
can provide much-needed operating support to all our program 
areas by making a tax-deductible gift to the Annual Fund Drive.

Watch your mail for the new Annual Fund Drive bro-
chure. It is chock full of examples of the extensive work 
your contributions support.  

Please give at www.sccf.org or by using the reply envelope 
in the recently mailed FY2018-2019 Annual Report.  If 
you haven’t received your copy, or have questions, includ-
ing how to give securities, please contact Cheryl Giattini at 
395-2768 or cgiattini@sccf.org.

By Chris Lechowicz, Wildlife & Habitat Management Director
Reclaiming Grasslands with our new Skid-Steer

With our new skid-steer, tractor and the attach-
ments (tree cutter, grinding head, and grabbing claws), 
the Wildlife & Habitat Management staff is able to 
quickly and efficiently reclaim open grasslands (uplands 

and wetlands) that have suc-
ceeded to monocultures of 
buttonwood, cabbage palms, 
woody shrubs, as well as ex-
otic trees (Brazilian pepper 
etc.). Wildlife, such as gopher 
tortoises and wading birds be-
gan to use these areas shortly 
after work was complete this 
summer.
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Sea Turtle Strandings in 2019
By Jack Brzoza, Sea Turtle Technician

The SCCF Sea Turtle Program has held the FWC 
permit to document strandings (sick, injured, or deceased 
turtles) for Sanibel and Captiva Islands since 1992. Prior 
to the unprecedented red tide event, which began in Oc-
tober 2017 and continued through February 2019, the 
ten year average on Sanibel and Captiva was about 32 
strandings.  As of November 19, we have documented 
55 sea turtle strandings on our islands. That puts 2019 
slightly above average, but significantly lower than the 
mass stranding event that resulted in 238 turtles in 2018.

The vast majority of strandings documented in 2019 
had no obvious external wounds or abnormalities (36 
turtles). A subsample of these turtles are being tested to 
quantify brevetoxin concentrations and determine whether 
red tide contributed to their death. Strandings also occur 
because of watercraft interactions, with evidence of boat 
strikes documented in 25.4% of the 2019 stranded tur-
tles. Unfortunately, boat strikes remain one of the most 
common sources of mortality documented year after year.  
Probable damage from sharks was documented in 23 

strandings. In some instances  turtles pre-
sented with both boat strike injuries and 
predator damage, either of which could 
have occurred pre- or post-mortem.  Fi-
nally, one stranded turtle was found en-
tangled in kite string.

Of the 55 strandings staff and volun-
teers have responded to, 51 turtles have 
been found deceased. Four live turtles 
were rescued by staff and transported to 
CROW for rehabilitation (1 adult log-
gerhead, 2 sub-adult loggerheads, and 1 
juvenile green turtle). Unfortunately, one 
sub-adult loggerhead and the juvenile 
green were not able to overcome their in-

juries. However, the adult loggerhead and a second sub-adult loggerhead were successfully rehabilitated and released.  
Staff and volunteers do their best to reach stranded turtles as quickly as possible because rapid response plays an im-
portant role in positive outcomes for sick and injured turtles. 

For instance, on July 26, 2018 an adult male loggerhead was discovered with symptoms suggesting brevetoxicosis, 
or red tide poisoning - he was lethargic, unable to swim/dive, and had washed up on the beach. Staff quickly mobilized 
and were able to rapidly transport the turtle from the beach to CROW.  After receiving initial treatment at CROW he 
was transferred to Mote Marine Laboratory for further rehabilitation. Following several weeks at Mote, the turtle was 
deemed fit for release. In an effort to further our understanding on the movements of adult males, a satellite transmit-
ter was placed on the turtle by Mote Marine Laboratory scientists. On August 22, 2018 this turtle was released at Fort 
De Soto and the transmitter began tracking his movements. This turtle was  affectionately named  “Erick,” to honor 
SCCF’s former CEO Erick Lindblad, who retired in 2018. Amazingly, Erick the turtle continues transmitting over one 
year later! His movements can be followed here: https://mote.org/sea-turtle-tracking. 

Above from left: Jack Brzoza (Sea 
Turtle Technician)  Andrew Glin-
sky (Sea Turtle Technician), and 
Ana Defilippo (Shorebird Intern).  
Right:  An older photo of a stranded 
sea turtle being transported by sling.
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Despite its tiny size (less than ½”), bird pepper (Capsicum annuum var. glabriusculum) 
packs a lot of spice into a small package!  The common name is appropriate, as birds 
love these small fruits.  Interestingly, birds have different taste receptors than humans 
and unlike people, cannot taste the spicy kick from the pepper.  The pepper itself is 

considered slightly hotter than cayenne peppers, 
measuring between 30,000 and 60,000 units on the 
Scoville scale.  Bird pepper seeds dating as far back as 
1900 years ago were found at Randell Research Center, 
site of a major Calusa village on Pine Island, in a mound 
that was occupied until roughly 600 AD.  

Throughout its range in South Florida, the Caribbean, Mexico, South America, 
and into the American Southwest, each culture has a use for the pepper and has 
adapted its own name.  Many names refer to the spicy nature of the fruit, my person-
al favorite being the Costa Rican name, chile quiebra-muelas, which refers to a chile 
so hot that it is a “tooth breaker”.  Despite its hot nature, bird peppers (and chiles 
in general) have a great number of health benefits, including containing Vitamin A, 
C, and K as well as being rich in beta-carotene, potassium, and iron.  Go ahead and 
spice up your next meal with some bird peppers; it’s good for you!

By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead:  Bird Pepper

28th Annual Tennis Tournament
More than 40 players took part in the 28th Annual SCCF Ten-

nis Tournament on Dec. 7-8, at Beachview Tennis Club. Thanks to 
everyone who came out to support SCCF’s longest-running fund-
raiser, from sponsors, to players and spectators. Breakfast, lunch and 
refreshments were generously provided by Bailey’s General Store, 
Doc Ford’s Rum Bar & Grille, the Lazy Flamingo, Malia, Sanibel 
Deli and Traders. SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of coastal 
habitats and aquatic resources on Sanibel and Captiva and in the sur-
rounding watershed. Learn more at sccf.org.

Top right:  SCCF CEO Ryan Orgera, Presenting Sponsor Barb Chappell, Presenting Sponsor Carolyn Bidinger and Tourna-
ment Chair Lisa Newmeyer-Cochrane.  Below left:  SCCF CEO Ryan Orgera, Top Presenting Sponsor Jim Castle of Grampy’s 
Charities, Beachview Tennis Pro Toni Halski and Bob Risch. Below middle:  Women’s Champions & Finalists, Rena Martin-
son, Diane Silhavy, Janet Turner, Laura DeBruce, Lisa Newmeyer-Cochrane, Becky Kuhn, Susie Holly and Barb Chappell 
with their wine glasses etched by Tournament Founder Luc Century.  Below right: Men’s 3.0 Champions & Finalists, Jim 
Harvey, Chuck Boll, Beachview Tennis Pro Toni Halski, Tommy Williams & Bill Burch.  
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2019 BOE Winner Shares Love of Environment with Students
The winner of the 5th Annual SCCF “Ding” Darling Brush of Excellence Environmental Art Program Award is  

photographer Sallie Ross Rich.  Her photograph, right, was part of a series “The Courtship of Great Blue Herons... 
Great Blues in Love.”  The Award and the stipend were presented at SCCF’s Annual Meeting on December 10.  She 
was presented with an honorarium by Andrea Koss in memory of her husband Kip, Darling’s grandson and torchbearer.  
Prior honorees were Jaye Boswell, Clyde Butcher, Jim Sprankle and Ikki Matsumoto.

This year, we are involving students from the Sanibel School, helping kids learn more about photography as a 
medium they can participate in and learn from.  Rich visited the school and shared insights about her photography.  

On Wednesday, January 29, a “gallery showing” of students’ work will open at the Nature Center with a reception 
at 2 p.m.  The photos will remain on display during regular Nature Center hours, Monday through Friday, February 4.

Sallie Rich’s work will be on display at the Bailey Homestead, along with the work of former Brush of Excellence 
artists, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to noon, through April 7. 

To alleviate suffering, to reverence the divine in all that lives, to extend to all people 
the wish that in following their passion they will find their own joy as I find mine 
in looking through the camera lens. 

-  Sallie Rich

Through the combination of forces, Orgera is excited for the collaboration ahead. At the SCCF Annual Meeting 
on Dec. 10, he welcomed the Sea School into the family.

“I want to acknowledge the hours of work and heart you’ve poured into the institution you’ve created—and assure 
all present here today that we are not losing anything in the process, we are gaining a wind at our backs, we’re igniting 
a spirit of collaboration, and we’re committed to being more efficient stewards of our resources. Today marks the end 
of you and they—we are a single family.”   

Coastal Watch, an island-based advocacy arm of the Sea School, will also become part of SCCF. 
“Coastal Watch is focused on initiatives that enhance our role as stewards of our environment,” said Orgera. “We 

want to help our residents and visitors find ways they can help serve the environment in a very local and meaningful 
way.” 

SCCF and Sanibel Sea School -- from Page 1
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Sallie Rich:  A Life in the Arts
Sallie Ross Rich started taking photographs in 1937 

with her father’s Kodak No. O Brownie Model A box 
camera that she still owns.  For the series “The Courtship 
of Great Blue Herons . . . Great Blues in Love,” Rich, a 
self-taught photographer, used a Canon Rebel and Canon 
5D Mark II with a 400mm interchangeable lens. Both 
cameras were simultaneously mounted on tripods at dif-
ferent vantage points.

Born in 1929, Sallie grew up in Washington, DC, and 
Charlottesville, VA.  When she graduated from The Col-
lege of William and Mary in 1951, she received The Ti-
berius Gracchus Jones Award for Creativity.  She attended 
The Juilliard School of Music and studied playwriting at 
The Johns Hopkins University (JHU). Living in Green-
wich Village, she worked on Today’s Woman Magazine, 
and in Maryland, at the JHU Press.

While raising their children, Tia, Hunter and John in 
Baltimore, Sallie and her husband, Beverly Cook Rich, 
opened their home to foster children and to international 
students attending JHU, Mr. Rich’s alma mater. Sallie was 
a member of the choir of The Episcopal Church of The 
Redeemer and of the Peabody Conservatory chorus. She 
volunteered in The Garden of The Senses for Blind Chil-
dren at Cylburn Arboretum. She cut silhouettes of school 
children and created pastel portraits of her family. With her 
camera, along the Susquehanna River she captured photos 
for her series, “Great Teachers of the Common Man.”

In 1980, Rich earned certification from The Himala-
yan International Institute of Yoga Science and Philosophy.  
She taught yoga in her own studio, for medical conferences, 
and The Marriott on Maui, HI. On Sanibel and Captiva 
she instructed for thirty years, and in 2019 teaches at Shell 
Point Retirement Community, Fort Myers. At the age of 

ninety, Sallie has practiced yoga for sixty-one years to which 
she credits a creative, long, and productive life.

No longer snowbirds, The Riches became Captiva res-
idents in 1988.  Sallie focused her camera on the islands 
she loved – Captiva and Sanibel, especially   J. N. “Ding” 
Darling National Wildlife Refuge. Earlier photographic 
opportunities included time ashore on The Azores and 
Madeira Islands during a month-long sail on a Portuguese 
freighter, four months hiking in Europe and Scandinavia, 
and a ten-week camping trip in the American West where 
she followed the unfolding beauty of spring as it moved 
north from Mexico to Alaska.  In Mesa Verde, Colorado, 
for an hour at sunrise, she took photos while she and her 
son John were the only people in the ancient, 150-room, 
Pueblo Indian Cliff Dwelling.

To live within minutes of the J. N. “Ding” Darling 
National Wildlife Refuge for the last forty years has been 
“the gift of a lifetime” for nature photographer Sallie Rich. 
Taking photographs with an excellent Olympus IS-I SLR 
film camera given to her by her husband in 1981, Rich 
captured shots of wildlife in the Refuge. She received early 
awards in The “Ding” Darling Photo Contest for “Hawk 
with Snake,” and “Crocodile.”  Continuing recognitions 
include a feature article, “Call of the Wild,” in Times of the 
Islands Magazine, a 2013 cover photo, “Peninsula Cooter,” 
in WGCU Expressions Magazine, and a feature article, “The 
Beauty of Nature . . . Photographs by Sallie Rich.” 

Turning her lens toward people, her favorite subjects in-
clude youngsters attending Child Development Centers, pho-
tos she exhibits to move hearts to respond to financial need, 
environmental and volunteer opportunities.  She photographs 
friends at Captiva Chapel by the Sea, neighbors at Shell Point 
Retirement Community, faces that depict heartfelt emotion, 
and the spirit seen in high school lacrosse players!

Rich’s DVD/lecture presentations and exhibits at the 
Captiva Civic Association, BIG Arts on Sanibel, Shell 
Point Photo Club, Alliance of the Arts, and The Sidney & 
Berne Davis Art Center, in Fort Myers have been enthu-
siastically received.  At “Ding” Darling, she has presented 
her “Courtship of Great Blue Herons,” “Light Paints the 
Photograph,” “Where The Wild Things Really Are I and 
II,” and “The World I See.”

Rich has exhibited and given her photographs to 
plead the cause of saving habitat for wildlife. In her 2019 
book, The Courtship of Great Blue Herons, she wrote, “For 
more than one-million years, Nature provided wilderness 
for life on Earth.  Now, it is for us to resolve to protect 
and increase what Nature has given us.”

“The Courtship of the Great Blue Herons” by Sallie Rich
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“Native” Art Show at Garden Center
SCCF and the Sanibel Captiva Art League have joined forces once again 

to create a new art exhibit that opened in November and will run through 
January 9 at the Bailey Homestead.  The exhibit is open Monday - Friday, 9 
a.m. to noon. 

The original works are interpretations of the theme of “Native,” and is 
representative of SCCF's mission to conserve and protect our islands' natural 
beauty, wildlife and resources.  Interpretations are both interpretative or lit-
eral, in 2-D as well as 3-D. 

Works will be available for sale.  
Admission is free.  For more informa-
tion, please call the Garden Center at 
472-1932.

Join SCCF January 15 for Evenings at the Homestead — 
Foraging for Mixers with Ellen Zachos

Join us at the Bailey Homestead Preserve on Jan. 15, 6:30pm, for this 
entertaining and exciting presentation.

Join Ellen Zachos, author of The Wildcrafted Cocktail, to learn how 
to combine foraged, local, seasonal flavors with your favorite mixers. She 
will show you how to incorporate ingredients found in your Southwest 
Florida backyard to make hand-crafted mixers and mocktails using co-
coplums and sea grapes among other native fruits and flavors.  

Zachos is a Harvard graduate and the author of seven books in-
cluding Backyard Foraging: 65 Familiar Plants You Didn’t Know You 
Could Eat, and she also produces a podcast, Plantrama, and videos 
for her YouTube channel. Through her work with RemyUSA, she 
teaches foraging mixology workshops across the U.S., and gives 
lectures at botanic gardens, flower shows, and for garden clubs 
around the world. 

With a background in show business, she knows how to en-
gage an audience and has a unique and entertaining approach 
to teaching. A long-time instructor at the New York Botanical 
Garden, she recently moved to Santa Fe, NM. Now, she splits 
her time between the desert southwest and the lush northeast. It’s quite a 
contrast botanically speaking, and one that keeps her learning new plants as well as new ways to 
eat them.  Please call the SCCF Garden Center at 239-472-1932 with any questions, and you can learn more 
about Ellen Zachos at www.backyardforager.com.

RSVP through Eventbrite at www.sccf.org, click on Programs, then scroll down to the calendar, where there 
is a link.  $20 registration. Meet at the Pavilion at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel. 

Red Mangroves by 
Anita Force Marshall
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 SCCF   J a n u a r y  2020
Happenings

programs

opportunities

Continued on Page 10

make Your own Bitters witH ellen ZacHos

Wednesday, Jan. 15, 1-3pm
A hands-on workshop, exploring the use of local bo-

tanical ingredients to create aromatic bitters.  By partic-
ipating in this class led by visiting guest Ellen Zachos, 
author of “The Wildcrafted Cocktail,” you will learn the 
components used to make your own bitters at home, and 
will take home your own concoction to elevate your fa-
vorite cocktail or other recipes.  In cocktails, bitters tem-
per the sweetness of a drink made with simple syrup and 
add a savory, aromatic note to fruit-based drinks, accord-
ing to Zachos.

Registration required through Eventbrite, $30 in-
cludes making 4 oz. bitters to take home with written 
instructions provided. 

Meet at the Pavilion at the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve, 1300 Periwinkle Way on Sanibel. Please call the 
Native Landscapes & Garden Center at 239-472-1932 
with questions.

caloosaHatcHee oxBow and riverlore cruise

Explore the scenic and historic Caloosahatchee on an 
Oxbow and Riverlore Cruise hosted by SCCF and gain 
a personal perspective on the river, its history, folklore, 
issues and solutions.  We follow the river back to a time 
when a waterfall served as the headwaters of the Caloosa-
hatchee and settlers braved living in the wilderness. The 
2.5 hour adventure begins by locking through the W.P. 
Franklin Lock in Olga. Stories of the settlements and 
their adventures are blended with an understanding of the 
river’s oxbows, the wild creatures that call it home and the 
challenges the river faces.  Tours are guided by Rae Ann 
Wessel, a river researcher, long-time river advocate, his-
torian and SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director. The 
boat is a stable and spacious 41 passenger pontoon boat. 
All seats have a great view for photographs and wildlife 
viewing. Cruises depart from the south side of the river at 
the W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam off SR 80 in Olga.  Friday 
cruises depart at 1 pm return 3:30 pm  — February 7, 
2020; March 6; April 3; Saturday cruises depart at 9 am 
return by 11:30 am — January 25, 2020; February 15; 
March 21; May 9.  Tickets are $45 per person with ad-

vance reservations required online at sccf.org, Resources, 
Calendar. Space is limited.  Reservations are a must!

making tHe land work walking tours
Mondays at 2pm; Thursdays at 10am
Join us for a one-hour walking tour of the Bailey 

Homestead Preserve that blends SCCF’s conservation 
work on the historic property, the history of the land itself 
and some stories about the Bailey family, which farmed 
the land for three generations.  The walking program 
includes a look at the demonstration gardens at the Na-
tive Landscapes & Garden Center, the Windmill, the Pa-
vilion, the Devitt Pond Overlook, and a look inside the 
Bailey family home. Walking shoes are recommended. 
No reservations are needed. Suggested donation of $5 to 
SCCF greatly appreciated. Bailey Homestead Preserve, 
1300 Periwinkle Way, meet at the Conservation Gateway 
Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near the entrance. 
Call the Garden Center at 239-472-1932 for more infor-
mation.  No tours Monday, December 23; Thursday, De-
cember, 26; Monday, December 30 or Thursday, January 
2 due to the surrounding holidays.

native & solitarY Bees

Wednesday, Jan. 22, 10-11:30am
Marisol Mata will be giving a talk on “The plight of 

solitary bee species, the ecosystem services that they pro-
vide, and what you can do to give them a fighting chance.” 
Her presentation will include hot-off-the-press scientific 
research, novel approaches for inspiring community stew-
ardship towards pollinators, and a visually beautiful look 
at some of the lesser known bees in your own backyard.

Meet in the main house at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 
1300 Periwinkle Way. Please RSVP through Eventbrite, $5 
SCCF members, $8 non-members. Please call the Native Land-
scapes & Garden Center at 239-472-1932 with questions.

Above left:  Female Little Green Sweat Bee, Agapostemon 
splendens, is a stingless bee collecting pollen from Bidens alba 
to take back to her ground nest.  Right: The female Green 
Orchid Bee, Euglossa delima, is pollinating Bay Bean, Can-
avalia rosea. Green Orchid bees have the longest tongues of 
any bee. They are able to sip nectar from very deep throated 
flowers.  Photos by Luc Century.
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 SCCF   J a n u a r y  2020
Happenings

programs

opportunities

Birds of a featHer paint togetHer:  
pricklY pear watercolor worksHop 

witH marion Hall

Wednesday, Jan. 29, 1-4pm
Join SCCF and SCAL (Sanibel-Captiva Art League) 

for a continuation of their popular watercolor workshops 
with Marion Hall.  This class features an art meets science 
workshop about plants, specifically prickly pear.  Jenny 
Evans, SCCF’s Native Landscapes & Garden Center 
Manager, will talk about observation skills that will help 
while studying plants for artistic purposes.  Using Jenny’s 
tips, Marion Hall, SCAL member and award-winning 
watercolor artist, will lead participants in creating a wa-
tercolor painting of a Prickly Pear plant.  

Registration required through Eventbrite, $30 SCCF/
SCAL members, $40 non-members. 

Meet in the main house at the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve. Please call the Native Landscapes & Garden Center 
at 239-472-1932 with questions.

fiZZY fermented drinks witH Jackie vitale

Wednesday, February 5, 9am-12pm
In this hands-on workshop, explore the world of fizzy 

fermented drinks with Jackie Vitale, Chef-in-Residence 
at the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation.  Jackie will lead 
participants in making three different recipes, and partici-

pants will leave with ingredients to prepare some at home.  
More information and registration coming soon!

Jackie Vitale is ever excited by the magic of food: as a 
source of joy, a community builder, a teaching tool, and 
a happy home for our microbial friends. She comes to 
Captiva from her hometown of Stuart, Florida, where 
she has spent the last five years growing an urban farm, 
restaurant, and community space called Ground Floor 
Farm. She is co-founder of the Florida Ferment Fest, an 
annual celebration of sunshine and microbes. Her inter-
est in the relationship between food and art was picqued 
while studying with Barcelona’s Teatro de los Sentidos. 
She looks forward to continuing to explore the intersec-
tion of food, art, ritual, and community during her time 
at the Rauschenberg Residency.

Bailey Homestead Preserve, Native Landscapes & 
Garden Center, 1300 Periwinkle Way, meet in pavilion

weeds ‘n’ seeds cHecklist field guide presentation

Monday, Jan. 27 at 12:30pm
Learn how to better identify plants on Sanibel with 

the Weed ‘n’ Seeds Checklist and access to the Weeds ‘n’ 
Seeds Dropbox with pictures of the plants organized by 
the Checklist number.  

Meet at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 Peri-
winkle Way. Please call the Native Landscapes & Garden 
Center at 239-472-1932 with questions.

SCCF and the Sanibel Sea School have joined forc-
es.  Be sure to visit www.sanibelseaschool.org to find 
out the latest program offerings.

Robert Rauschenberg Foundation chef, Jackie Vitale, will be 
sharing her recipes for making fizzy fermented drinks.

Blue Flag Iris by Anita Force Marshall
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sundaY  mondaY tuesdaY wednesdaY tHursdaY fridaY saturdaY

 SCCF  J a n u a r y  2020
Happenings

programs

opportunities

 SCCF   J a n u a r y  2020
Happenings

programs

opportunities

2

16

9

23

30

HOLIDAY -- SCCF closed through January 1 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Interior Wetland Trail Walks-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Interior Wetland Trail Walks-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Interior Wetland Trail Walks-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Nature thru Movement

Nature thru Movement

Nature thru Movement
Making Land Work

CLOSED

WeedsNSeeds

WeedsNSeeds

WeedsNSeeds

Making Land Work

Making Land Work

Making Land Work

Making Land Work
New Moon Meditation Oxbow Cruise

Making Land Work

      
Happy New Year!

Bowmans Beach Walk

Bowmans Beach Walk
Bitters Wkshop

Solitary Bees

Bowmans Beach Walk

Bowmans Beach Walk
Prickly Pear Watercolor

Making Land Work

Native Art Exhibit M-F 
thru Jan 9

1

15

8

22

29

 

7

  

65

3 4

18

11

25

 

17

10

24

31

141312

21

28

20

27

19

26

All programs at Bailey Homestead Preserve unless otherwise noted, 1300 Periwinkle Way

weeds & seeds

Mondays at 8:40am (Jan. 6 – March 30)
We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel and the Caloosa-
hatchee watershed. Our walks, visiting different locations 
in Lee County, last for two hours, and are guided by a 
leader with a plant list. Depending on the location vis-
ited, you may need parking money. Please bring a hat, wa-
ter, sun-block and comfortable enclosed shoes with socks. 
Meet at the Nature Center at 8:40am (depart at 8:45am) 
at the base of the porch and carpool to the site. Walks are 
free but donations to SCCF are welcome.
Program locations vary each week; see schedule below. For 
info, please contact Karl Werner at karlwerner@sbcglobal.net

interior wetland trail walks

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays at 11am (Jan. 14 – 
April 9)

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida 

because it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosys-
tem that has not been lost to development. Join us for a 
guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habi-
tats, natural and cultural history and preservation efforts. 
Meet at the Nature Center and proceed to the trails. Call 
239-472-2329 with questions.

Bowman’s BeacH walk

Wednesdays at 9am
Jan. 8 – March 25

Meet your SCCF guide at Bowman’s Beach at the foot 
of the bridge that crosses the bayou on the way to the 
beach. Your guide will lead you along the beach towards 
Blind Pass and back along the back dune/bayou trail. 
Keep your eyes open for shorebirds and gopher tortoises. 
Learn about SCCF’s 50-year role in island preservation. 
Free to all. You must pay to park.    
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Sanibel, FL  33957

Karen Nelson
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Rae Ann Wessel

Nature Center Hours:

Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•  Marine Laboratory
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Landscapes & Garden Center
• Sea Turtles & Shorebirds
• Wildlife & Habitat Management
• Land Acquisition & Stewardship
• Environmental Education

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal habitats and aquatic resources 

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Nature Center closed for a “refresh” but 

trails are open.  Check website for programs.


