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By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Lab Director
Marine Lab’s Restored Oyster Reefs on the Right Track

See Policy on Page 2

May - June  2019

SCCF Member Update

In February 2019, restored and reference oyster reefs 
were sampled in San Carlos Bay and Tarpon Bay. The reefs 
have been sampled annually since 2015, when the Marine 
Lab received a grant from the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection to restore oyster reefs. The current 
monitoring is supported by a grant from Lee Reefs. 

To sample, a quadrat is place at a predetermined 
randomized location on the reef. The oysters within the 
quadrat are collected and brought back to the lab to mea-
sure the number of live oysters per square meter and the 
size of living oysters.

Despite the algae blooms that occurred during the 
summer of 2018, the restored and reference reefs did 
not show large changes in living oyster abundances. The 
restored reefs (three in total) showed comparable oyster 
densities to reference reefs. In total, it appears that the 

reefs reach a similar condition to the reference sites in two 
years. We will continue to monitor the sites for a total of 
five years. 

Natural Resource Policy:  New Opportunities
Legislative Session

As of this writing we are at the half way point in Flor-
ida’s 60 day legislative session.  SCCF and its members 
have been actively engaged in the following issues this 
legislative session:

Budget: The Governor’s environmental budget re-
quests $625 million for water quality initiatives and Ev-
erglades restoration.  After some expressed concerns over 
competing priorities, the Senate has largely matched the 
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Governor’s environmental budget 
request with $360 million for Ever-
glades Restoration, $17.4 million to 
combat Red Tide and Blue Green 
Algae and $29.6 million for local 
water projects.  The House proposes 
slightly less on the same initiatives 
with $327.4  million for Everglades 
Restoration, $15 million for Red 
Tide and Blue Green Algae and $26 
million for local water projects.  One 
glaring shortfall is the legislative 
funding proposed for the Florida For-
ever Land Acquisition program.  The 
Governors budget proposed $100 
million the Senate is at  $45 million 
and the House is $20 million from 
the House.  The balance of the envi-
ronmental proposals are included in 
beach and springs restoration and re-
lated agency programmatic funding.

Water Quality:  Septic tank 
maintenance and biosolids bills to 
address sources of water pollution.  
SB 1022/HB 973 and SB 1278/HB 
405.  

Fracking Ban: SB 7064 and HB 
7029, only address hydraulic fractur-
ing, not all forms of Fracking such as 
matrix acidizing.  

Transportation:  SCCF strongly 
opposes the heartland expressway 
bills, SB 7068 and PCB TTA 19-02, 
to divert funds to build three mid-
state toll roads.  For details, see our 
Action Alerts (from sccf.org, click on 
Resources, then Take Action).

Florida Forever:  SCCF strong-
ly supports SB 944 and HB 1341 
which call for the adequate funding 
of the Land Acquisition Trust Fund 
at  $100 million.

The last half of the session  will 
feature frenetic activity to have bills 
heard and reconcile the budget.   
Check SCCFs Legislative Tracker for 
daily updates on legislative budget 
negotiations and on the over 40 bills 

that SCCF is following.   Access the 
Legislative Tracker at sccf.org under 
Resources at the top of the page.  

Governor’s  Executive Order
On April 1st the Governor fol-

lowed up on another of the water pol-
icy priorities he announced in  Exec-
utive Order 19-12 , Achieving More 
Now for Florida’s Environment, by 
appointing the state’s first Chief Sci-
ence Officer.  The position will coor-
dinate and prioritize scientific data, 
research, monitoring and analysis 
needs to ensure alignment with cur-
rent and emerging environmental 
concerns most pressing to Floridians.  

 Dr. Thomas K. Frazer has served 
as the Director of the University of 
Florida’s School of Natural Resources 
and Environment since 2012 and 
previously served as Acting Director 
of the UF Water Institute.  At UF, his 
research focuses on the effects of an-
thropogenic activities on the ecology 
of both freshwater and marine ecosys-
tems. He currently serves as chair of 
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Manage-
ment Council. He received his B.S. 
in Marine Fisheries from Humboldt 
State University, his M.S. in Fisheries 
and Aquatic Sciences from the Uni-
versity of Florida and his PhD. In Bi-
ological Sciences from the University 
of California Santa Barbara.

Water Watch    
On March 14, a new Governing 

Board was seated at the South Florida 
Water Management District (SFW-

MD) with seven seats filled and two 
awaiting appointment. Their first or-
der of business was to elect Sanibel’s 
own Chauncey Goss as Chairman and 
Miami Dade appointee Scott Wagner 
Vice Chairman. Next, they selected 
Drew Bartlett to serve as the agen-
cies Executive Director. In accepting 
the position, Bartlett announced, “It 
is up to this District to knock down 
all obstacles to ensure comprehensive 
Everglades restoration is implement-
ed quickly.”  

SCCF has worked with Drew 
Bartlett over 13 years, first when he 
was at EPA then at DEP.  Hi s under-
standing of the state’s water quality 
and Everglades restoration issues pro-
vides a partner at the agency that is at 
the heart of water management.  This 
new team can implement the Gover-
nor’s Executive Order to address our 
region’s serious water issues. Senate 
confirmation of the appointments is 
scheduled for Tuesday, April 2.  

C43 Reservoir Contracted
At the March 14 meeting, the 

Governing Board awarded a $524 
million contract to complete the 
Caloosahatchee (C-43) West Basin 
Storage Reservoir in Hendry County. 
This contract includes building ap-
proximately 19 miles of embank-
ments, 15 miles of perimeter canals 
and 14 water control structures as 
well as recreational features on the 
10,500-acre site. The reservoir is de-
signed to hold 170,000 acre-feet of 
watershed runoff at depths of 15-25 
feet to provide an additional source 
of water to provide dry season flows 
to the Caloosahatchee estuary.  

This long-awaited project, on 
land purchased in 2001, will inter-
cept watershed runoff and provide 

See Policy on Page 4
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We’re Almost There —

Thanks to You! We’re Almost There —

Thanks to You! 
$850K

FY 2018-19 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE
As of 4/10/19

As we go to print, we have not yet but are hopeful we can reach our Annual Fund Drive 
goal before June 30. If you have contributed to balancing our FY18-19 operating budget – 
THANK YOU!

If you would like to help take us over the finish line to fiscal stability, please donate on-
line at https://donorbox.org/donate-to-sccf or contact Development Director Cheryl Giattini at 
239-395-2768 or cgiattini@sccf.org.

Habitat Management Receives Gift for a New Truck
A most welcome gift of $30,000 from John Mad-

den has enabled Wildlife & Habitat Management to 
purchase a new truck for its monitoring of shorebirds, 
tortoises, frogs, sea turtles and much more.

“I am extremely grateful for the beautiful new 
truck, as it is perfect for my daily work needs,” said 
Shorebird Biologist Audrey Albrecht. 

“I work in the field year-round on a variety of proj-
ects including but not limited to:  migratory shorebird 
surveys, shorebird nest monitoring, bald eagle nest 
monitoring, gopher tortoise monitoring, freshwater 
fish sampling, vegetation surveys, frog call surveys, sea 
turtle monitoring, rescue of sick and injured wildlife, 
and trail camera maintenance. 

“I need a vehicle that can fit into crowded beach 
parking lots during busy season but also safely traverse 
wet and muddy firelines out on our preserves. The new 
truck, which we have dubbed the Madden Mobile in 
John’s honor, is perfect for all these things. 

John Madden and SCCF’s Shorebird Biologist Audrey Albrecht 
stand in front of Wildlife & Habitat Management’s new truck.  
The purchase was made possible by a $30,000 gift from Madden.

Show your support of SCCF while you’re drinking coffee!  Twenty-ounce vaccuum-
insulated tumblers are now available for purchase in the SCCF Native Landscapes & 
Garden Center.  Made of stainless steel, the Klean Kanteen brand mugs have the SCCF 
logo and mission printed on the sides, and are perfect for keeping your coffee warm or 
your water cold.  Each mug comes with a tumbler lid, and costs $26.95.  SCCF members 
receive a 10% discount.

New Tumblers Available at the Garden Center
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approximately 30% of the watershed 
storage the SFWMD determined 
was needed following the devastat-
ing 2005 wet season. With the vote, 
Chairman Goss stated, “This is a 
major milestone and step forward 
for restoring and protecting the Ca-
loosahatchee Estuary, as well as our 
west coast communities.”  The SFW-
MD also announced its partnership 
with DEP and local governments to 
evaluate a much-needed water qual-
ity treatment component for the res-
ervoir.  A feasibility study will begin 
this year with public involvement.   

The SFWMD is the largest of 
the state’s five water management dis-
tricts, covering 16 counties supporting 
a population of 8.1 million residents. 

Community Engagement
Cape Coral Water Forum

On March 26 Cape Coral Mayor 
Joe Coviello convened a community 
forum in Cape Coral to provide the 
public with an in-depth perspective 
on how water is managed, last year’s 
water crisis, water quality projects 
and solutions.  Presenters included 
Lieutenant Colonel Jennifer Reyn-
olds, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Deputy District Commander, South 
Florida; Chauncey Goss, SFWMD 
Chairman;  Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF 
Natural Resource Policy Direc-
tor; Daniel Andrews, co-founder 
Captains for Clean Water; and Jeff 
Pearson, Cape Coral Utilities Direc-
tor.   The forum provided residents 
and visitors  the chance to gain an 
understanding of the interconnec-
tion of southwest Florida’s water to 
the greater Everglades ecosystem and 
water management,, causes of water 
pollution, solutions and actions that 
were taken during last year’s algae cri-
sis and how long-term restoration is a 

fundamental solution.  Following the 
formal presentations the public had 
the opportunity to ask questions of 
the presenters on a one-on-one basis.    

Gulf Harbour
The riverfront community of 

Gulf Harbour along the Caloosa-
hatchee suffered this past year from 
the region’s double whammy of 
harmful algal blooms: blue green 
algae and red tide.  The impact on 
wildlife and human health and the 
region’s economy spurred a group 

of community leaders into action to 
become informed about the impacts 
and to engage  the community in 
working together toward solutions to 
clean up the water and prevent future 
blooms.  Their quest for answers led 
them to SCCF with a series of pro-
grams to explain the science of how 
we got here and the policy opportu-
nities we can work on together in or-
der to affect change.   Many thanks to 
Greg Balestrero, Frances Higgins and 
their team for helping us to engage 
the involvement of the Gulf Harbour 

Gifts from the Sanibel Fishing Club (top, with SCCF’s Rae Ann Wessel and Ryan 
Orgera) and She Sells Sea Shells (above, with Tamara Aruj and Rae Ann Wessel) 
to support SCCF’s work on water quality.
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Yacht Club, the Gulf Harbour Mas-
ter Board of Directors and its 1,600 
residences in the community.  We ap-
preciate their  willingness to work on 
solutions and be part of the process.   

 
Everglades Update

This year’s joint Everglades Up-
date with the Everglades Foundation, 
entitled Investing for a Healthy Estu-
ary and Everglades, focused on the 
progress being made and opportuni-
ties for significant advancement in 
Estuary and Everglades restoration.   
SCCF Policy Director Rae Ann Wes-
sel opened the program with an over-
view of the greater Everglades sys-
tem, the changes and challenges that 
remain to be solved today and the 
fallout from the worst water quality 
crisis in recorded history.  The good 
news is that the newly minted Gov-
ernor has announced funding for and 
a focus on the key projects and poli-
cies needed to reverse the damage and 
provide a better future.  

Everglades Foundation COO 

Shannon Estenoz’s message built on 
these fundamentals, with the idea  
that we must change our patterns 
from 19th century methods to a 21st 
century model.   The change is needed 
because the nearly century-old  flood 
control project, built for an antici-
pated two million people, today must 
support eight million residents.  Look-
ing at Everglades restoration as a criti-
cal water infrastructure project  it is 
clear that costs are high and timelines 

are long but the benefits gained will 
pay dividends that we cannot achieve 
without the investment.   Especially 
because today, Florida’s economy has 
shifted from being primarily agricul-
ture to being driven by tourism.  

The Governor’s focus on and un-
derstanding of these issues is key to 
providing a road map to the future.  
It will be up to all of us to help sup-
port innovative ways of investing in 
our future.  Stay engaged!
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Harmony

Food truck alley sponsors

The 
Marcums

Band co-sponsorspresenting 
sponsor

Beer selections by:

Featuring 
Langhorne Slim & the Law

Saturday, April 20th, 6-10 pm
SCCF Nature Center, Sanibel Island
beerinthebushes.com
#beerinthebushes2019

with support from

Tameca Jones

Craft Beer & Live Music

Beer in the Bushes

SCCF
a night of positivity, community, & music 

Greg Balestrero with Rae Ann Wessel and Dr. Eric Milbrandt at Gulf Harbour.

Pint Sponsors

Keg Sponsors

Food Truck Alley Sponsor

Beer selections by:

The Marcums

Bailey’s General Store
David and Brenda Bass

Doc Ford’s Rum Bar & Grille

Susan and Cliff Beitel
Captiva Cruises
iLoveShelling

Island Inn
Island Taxi

John and Kay Morse

Thank you to our Sponsors and everyone who helped make the 
2019 Beer in the Bushes possible!

Band Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor

Great White Grill
Point Ybel Brewery
Sanibel Air/RUUD

Brew Crew

Growler Sponsors

Elaine Adler, Bill and Tory Burch, Greenwood Consulting 
Group, Bill and Shelley Greggs, Gwenda Hiett-Clements,  

Mike Kelly, Landmark Design of Sanibel Inc.,  
Mark McQuade General Contractor, Matzaluna the Italian 
Kitchen, Geoff and Karen Moss, Leroy and Diane Neitzel,  

Don and Joyce Rice, Tom and Linda Uhler

Deborah La Gorce
Roberta and Philip Puschel

Chip and Nancy Roach

Traders 2
Nanelle Wehmann
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“What is the best way to get rid of weeds?” is one of 
our most common questions here at the Garden Center.  
Herbicides, while effective, are somewhat counter to the 
idea of reducing chemicals in the landscape.  Mulching, 
another strategy, is most definitely helpful.  However, 
once mulch is in place for several months, the weeds may 
return after seeding themselves into the mulch itself.  The 
best strategy for dealing with weeds is to plant a proper 
density of vegetation, so that they do not have enough 
sunlight or area to grow.  This becomes a delicate balanc-
ing act, as you do not want to overcrowd your desirable 
plants either---giving a plant enough room to grow to its 
mature size is important.  The tricky part is to be patient 
enough to deal with weeds while a newly planted area is 
filling into its mature size and density.    

In the meantime, groundcovers are one of the best 
ways to fill these types of areas and provide some vegeta-
tion to compete with the undesirable plants.  While this 
does not mean that you will not have to weed at all, you 
may find that this will help with the problem. 

Several native species of groundcovers are available 
depending on your site conditions.  Bacopa (Bacopa mon-
nieri), a low-growing, mat-forming plant is ideal for wet 

areas.  It tolerates foot traffic, standing freshwater, and 
even is a host plant for the white peacock butterfly.  It 
is able to take full sun as well as part shade.  Mimosa 
(Mimosa strigillosa), another low-growing species, is more 
drought tolerant and can also take full sun or part shade.  
Another choice includes tampa verbena (Glandularia tam-
pensis), which prefers moist, well-drained soil and sunny 
to lightly shaded sites.  The ever-popular dune sunflower 
(Helianthus debilis) and golden creeper (Ernodea littoralis), 
both dune plants, prefer dry, sunny sites (golden creeper 
pictured above).  With so many diverse choices, certainly 
you will be able to cover your ground!

SCCF May-June 2019  Program Schedule
CalooSahaTChee oxboW & riverlore CruiSe

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Saturday cruises depart at 9 and return by 
11:30. Both depart from the W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam 
Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Saturday cruises:  April 13 and May 
11.  Space is limited. Advance reservations and payment re-
quired.  Register online:  from sccf.org, click on Programs upper 
right and  then Oxbow Cruise.  $45 per person.   
  

CapTiva CruiSeS

SCCF partners with Captiva Cruises for experiences on 
the water.  SCCF docents narrate the family oriented dai-
ly Dolphin & Wildlife Adventure Cruise from 4-5:30pm.  
Captiva Cruises also offers lunch cruises to Cabbage Key, 
Useppa Island, Boca Grande and Tarpon Lodge On Pine 
Island.  Beach & Shelling excursions to Cayo Costa State 
Park and Sunset Cruises are also available.  Reservations 
are required.  Call Captiva Cruises at (239) 472-5300 or 
book online (www.captivacruises.com).
  

TurTle TraCkS
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring programs 
in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and habits of the sea 
turtles that nest on our beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, 
and what we are doing to protect them.  Learn about the dev-
astating impacts on sea turtles of this past summer’s Red Tide, 
when 204 dead sea turtles washed up on island beaches between 
July and November.  Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center 
auditorium.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

By Jenny Evans
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead:  Cover Your Ground
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Education Center 
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•  Marine Laboratory
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Landscapes & Garden Center
• Sea Turtles & Shorebirds
• Wildlife & Habitat Management
• Land Acquisition & Stewardship
• Environmental Education

Robin Krivanek
Deborah La Gorce 
Tom Libonate
Diane Neitzel
Ran Niehoff

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Doug Ryckman - President
John Morse - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    
Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Ryan Orgera, Ph.D. - Chief Executive Officer   Erick Lindblad - CEO Emeritus

Jenny Evans
Cheryl Giattini

Alex Horn
Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D. 

Karen Nelson
Ryan Orgera

Holly Schwartz
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2019
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Sandy Gross

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Don Rice
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal habitats and aquatic resources 

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

May-June 2019 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957


