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September 2018

SCCF Member Update

Policy:  Update on Water Quality Crisis
State Emergency Water Meetings

This summer’s cyanobacte-
ria bloom that started in Lake 
Okeechobee was first documented 
in early June and continues as of this 
writing.  See the graphic progression 
of the bloom, right.  Lake Okeechobee 
releases that started on June 1st re-
leased the Lake bloom into the Ca-
loosahatchee and St. Lucie rivers and 
estuaries. Cyanobacteria or blue green 
algae is a freshwater indicator of pol-
luted water that can “turn on” potent 
toxins affecting the central nervous 
system, liver and kidneys.  Toxins can 
be breathed in, absorbed and ingested. 
Blooms occur in response to high lev-
els of phosphorus and nitrogen in the 
water and have the unique ability to 

absorb nitrogen out of the air if there 
is not enough in the water to support 
the bloom.  Toxins can persist in the 
water and sand even after the visible 
signs of a bloom are gone. In response 

to the algae disaster the Florida De-
partment of Environmenal Protection 
(DEP) issued an emergency order on 
June 20th and after a meeting here on 
the estuary on July 9, 2018 the Gover-
nor issued another Emergency Order.  
The emergency orders  enable  the 

See Emergency on Page 2

July 9, 2018 meeting on the Caloosahatchee  Picutred From left:  DEP Drew 
Bartlett, Gov Rick Scott, DEP Secretary Noah Valenstein, Lee County Commis-
sioner Brian Hamman, DEP Dave Whiting, SCCF Rae Ann Wessel.

July 20, 2018 meeting with DEP Sec-
retary Valenstein, the City and SCCF.  
From left: James Evans, City of Sani-
bel Natural Resource Policy Director; 
Mayor Ruane; Noah Valenstein, Eric 
Milbrandt, SCCF Marine Lab Direc-
tor, Rae Ann Wessel and SCCF Trustee 
Claude Crawford.
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps)and South Florida 
Water Management District (SFWMD) to exercise op-
erational flexibility to move more water south through 
the system outside of standard operational protocols to 
reduce estuary discharges and make funding available for 
dealing with the crisis. 

A few projects have allowed more flow south through 
the southern end of the system.  However, lake flows 
compound the runoff coming from the Caloosahatchee’s 
own watershed, resulting in  harmful flows to the Caloo-
sahatchee  — up to 2.5 times the harm threshold.  Mean-
while 484,000 acres of crop land south of the lake — an 
area larger than Lake O, which is 470,000 acres — are 
provided flood control, allowing them to move excess wa-
ter off their land while all the rest of the system is flooded.  
It’s just one more way the EAA (Everglades Agricultural 
Area) landowners receive preferential treatment at taxpay-
er expense.  EAA runoff is shunted into taxpayer funded 
infrastructure intended to treat and store lake water, not 
EAA runoff.   In fact, 80% of the STA (stormwater treat-
ment area) water quality treatment capacity and WCA 
(water conservation area) storage capacity is EAA runoff, 
not lake water.  

The inequity of flood management and water qual-
ity has to stop.  Ag lands are afforded flood control and 
allowed to discharge their excess water off their property, 
shifting the harm to public waters including the Lake 
and estuaries.  We can’t afford to continue to sacrifice our 
state’s economic engines — our coastal communities — 
while a land area larger than Lake Okeechobee is pro-
tected.

We also need stronger water quality protections and 
we all need to do our part.  

Actions
In the midst of an algae crisis there are no good alter-

natives. Like in a hurricane, if you don’t prepare there is 
little you can do once it arrives.  

While scientists work on potential solutions and 
treatments for blooms that are becoming more frequent 

worldwide, there are things we must do, changes we must 
advocate for:
•	 Prevent and reduce nutrient pollution. Prevention is 

vastly cheaper than clean up.  We must capture and 
clean water on land before it flows into lakes, rivers, 
bays and the Gulf.

•	 Stop untreated agricultural runoff into canals, lakes 
and rivers.  Ag landowners are not required to hold 
and treat stormwater on their own land.  They pump 
their nutrient laden water directly into lakes, rivers 
and taxpayer funded infrastructure built for other 
uses.  They must be required to capture, store and 
clean their runoff like urban areas do. 

•	 Stop all land application of bio solids/septage that add 
to the nutrient loading of state waters.  

•	 Upgrade urban runoff:  More development requires 
more space to capture and time to treat water, allow-
ing it to filter into the ground before discharging to 
the canals, rivers, lakes and estuaries.

•	 Sewage treatment plant discharges to public waters 
need to stop.  

•	 Septic systems in proximity to waterways and in high 
density need to be converted to central sewer.

•	 Septic systems should be inspected and maintained, 
especially as water levels rise.

•	 Reduce or eliminate fertilizer especially in waterfront 
areas.  Many areas in this region have natural phos-
phorus-rich soils that don’t need additional fertilizer.  
Get your soil tested,  plant a native landscape that 
needs no fertilizer and observe the summer blackout 
fertilizer ban. 

•	 Reuse Water:  Using water more than once is a fun-
damental conservation concept.  Reuse water retains 
high levels of nitrogen and phosphorus.   The nutri-
ents can be absorbed by lawns and gardens but if it 
runs off into canals and adjacent waters it’s contribut-
ing to the nutrient problem.  Advanced wastewater 
treatment  is needed.

Emergency -- Continued from Page 1

1. Establish a clear protocol and responsibility for 
posting signage warning about cyanobacteria 
blooms and health risks at water access sights such 
as beaches, boat ramps and parks.  Currently the 
Department of Health (DOH) points to cities/

counties, they point to DOH.
2. Establish statewide standards for cyanobacterial 

blooms: Join 22 other states in establishing stan-
dards for cyanobacterial blooms in recreational wa-
ters.  Details of other states’ efforts are listed on the 

SCCF policy staff made four specific requests of the Governor at our meeting:  

Continued right
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Caloosahatchee Dry Season Water Supply — Upcoming 
MFL Rulemaking

Although high water is the issue we are dealing with 
now, conditions flip like a light switch when the rains 
stop and dry season arrives.  The Caloosahatchee suffers 
from a Goldilocks condition, whipsawing between harm-
ful conditions from too much and too little water when 
what we need to keep the system healthy is a more bal-
anced delivery and timing of freshwater.   

On September 13, the SFWMD will have a rule adop-
tion hearing to approve proposed changes to the current 
MFL (minimum flows and levels).   

For the past several years we have been very engaged 
in the evaluation and discussion.  Through our Marine 
Lab’s RECON real-time water quality sensors, other 
monitoring efforts and weekly reporting, we have been 
able to document real time conditions in the estuary in 
response to flows and salinities.  Our findings from real 
time, in-situ monitoring of the system disagrees with SF-
WMD proposed values based on their mesocosm ( artifi-
cial pool) studies. 

The SFWMD proposed changes suggest flows of 400 
cfs when we have documented the need for 700 - 1000 
cfs to keep a low salinity zone in the upper estuary down-
stream of the Franklin Lock.  

The SFWMD has also justified their modeling based 
on a proxy site six miles upstream of the designated MFL 
measurement point.  The two sites are not equivalent due 
to significant changes in the size and shape of the river 
and the fact that a major freshwater inflow at the proxy 
site skews results.  

We have submitted letters of objection to the SFW-

MD and DEP and will again plead our case at the Rule 
Adoption Hearing on September 13 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
SFWMD headquarters, in the B-1 Auditorium, 3301 
Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406. 

Red Tide 
Since the current bloom began in October 2017, 180 

sea turtles have stranded on Sanibel and Captiva as of Au-
gust 23.  Of the 180, 123 were dead and 57 were found 
alive and taken to CROW for treatment. The continuous 
10-month red tide has impacted an unprecedented num-
ber of sea turtles. Over 50 stranded on Sanibel and Cap-
tiva in June and July alone.  Add to that an unprecedented 
26-ft.-long whale shark and massive die off of all manner 
of marine organisms.   

The current red tide causing this mass mortality event 
is the longest continuous bloom since 2006 when an algal 
bloom lasted over one year. These blooms start 10 to 40 
miles offshore in the bottom of the Gulf but are fed and 
perpetuated alongshore by harmfully high nutrients due 
to water washing into the Gulf from land.  The single 
most important thing we can fight for is strengthening 
water quality standards to improve these conditions.

Actions have consequences. The past eight years of 
regulations addressing water quality have been recently 
rolled back under the guise of making Florida business-
friendly.  Our water conditions are the direct consequence 
of that effort.  We must all do our part.

It’s an election year.  Ask candidates for their water IQ 
and if they support stronger water quality standards and 
what specifically they will do to raise standards to clean 

EPA site:  https://www.epa.gov/nutrient-policy-data/
guidelines-and-recommendations#what3     Florida 
does not have to reinvent the wheel:  we can use 
resources and standards developed in other states. 

3. Funding for Healthy Beaches Program.  Attached is 
an email from Lee County’s Health Department that 
reveals the EPA funding cuts for HB.  In Lee County 
alone it would require cutting off sampling of four 
beaches and reducing the monitoring at nine other 
beaches from weekly to every other week.  Our es-
timate based on Health Department costs indicates 
it would only cost $34,000+. to keep sampling fre-
quency we have now before the cuts.  This is just the 
impact to one county.  Given the cyano bloom and 
10 months of red tide this is a very ill advised time to 

cut back on public beach monitoring.
UPDATE:  We are pleased to report that within the 

week of our meeting, full funding was restored for Lee 
County monitoring of the Healthy Beaches program.  
Following our meeting with DEP Secretary Valenstein 
on July 20th, we are encouraged that they are working 
on the other requests we made. 
4. Dry Season Blooms: The Caloosahatchee suffers 

from cyanobacterial blooms from too little water 
in the dry season as well as when high discharges 
bring high nutrients and blooms from Lake O into 
the river/estuary.  Above is an outline of our con-
cerns with the MFL rulemaking that went to the 
SFWMD in August.     
 

See Red Tide on Page 4
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Red Tide -- Continued from Page 3

water and represent the public’s interests.
Check out lists of questions for candidates on our 

2018 election webpage:
http://www.sccf.org/our-work/natural-resource-policy/

talking-points-for-2018-candidates

What We Can Do in our Yards
•	 Plant native landscapes to reduce/eliminate fertilizer 

use and enhance filtering of rainfall.
•	 Pick up after pets.

Lake Okeechobee Watershed Restoration Project (LOWRP)
A CERP (Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 

Plan) project is being designed north of Lake Okeechobee 
to capture and treat water before it flows into the lake.  
The Lake Okeechobee Watershed Restoration Project 
includes an above-ground wetland attenuation feature 
(WAF) and several aquifer storage & recovery (ASR) wells 
in an area north of the lake to provide  additional flexibil-
ity for managing water north of the lake in a manner con-
sistent with Everglades restoration goals.  The proposed 
plan also calls for restoration of 5,300 acres of wetlands.  

The Draft Integrated Project Implementation Re-
port (PIR) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for the Lake Okeechobee Watershed Restoration Project 
(LOWRP) was issued for comments through August 20.   
The draft plan is available at: http://www.saj.usace.army.
mil/LOWRP/

Comments will be accepted online at OkeechobeeWa-
tershedRestoration@usace.army.mil.

Sustainability Planning
By Holly Schwartz, Natural Resource Policy Assistant

It’s no longer a question of if, it’s a question of how are 
we going to address the impacts of climate change.  Re-
cently, the Community Foundation of Southwest Florida 
facilitated a discussion on climate change with interested 
parties from all over the County.  A speaker from the 
CLEO Institute, a non-profit, non-partisan organization 
exclusively dedicated to climate change education, en-
gagement and advocacy didn’t mince words and presented 
a compelling argument for immediate action.  

You’ve heard most of the facts: climate variability and 
extremes are driven by additional heat in the atmosphere 
which precipitates stronger and more frequent storms, 
drives sea level rise, changes sea currents, while higher 
CO2 absorption is acidifying oceans, and warmer waters 
affect the voracity of red tide and blue green algae blooms.  

Climate change is not just an “environmental” problem 
though, it’s an economic and social problem with related 
instability affecting our home values, insurance rates and 
— more globally — drought and water supplies, driving 
entire populations to migrate for basic survival.

Communities Taking Action
It’s hard not to get overwhelmed with all of this in-

formation, but the news is not all bad.  There are several 
recent encouraging stories of local governments in Florida 
adopting necessary leadership approaches to address the 
impacts being felt by a changing climate.  Recently the 
Florida Center for Investigative Reporting did a story on 
Yankeetown, Florida, a central Gulf coast community us-
ing sustainable planning efforts to adapt to the current 
and inevitable sea level rise challenges they are experienc-
ing such as salt water intrusion, which is creating “ghost 
forests” where there were once lush inland wooded areas 
of cabbage palms and cedar trees.  Planning efforts in-
clude identifying and evaluating the location of critical 
municipal infrastructure that is vulnerable to sea level rise 
and setting aside areas aimed at protecting the natural ar-
eas that serve as water filters and flooding buffers to the 
more populated areas of town.  

The City of Sanibel is ahead of the curve, creat-
ing living shorelines to “build” and armor the coastline 
with habitat.   

 Larger metropolitan areas on the east coast of Flor-
ida have formed regional climate change compacts and 
are working together to raise roads and install expensive 
pumps to fight back the rising tide.

State and Local Planning 
Florida’s DEP has recently initiated the Florida Resil-

ient Coastlines Program that offers grants to municipali-
ties for projects that promote benefits to coastal resources 
including sea level rise resiliency and adaptation plan-
ning.  Application, instructions, submittal requirements, 
and the criteria by which applications are scored and rec-
ommended, can be found on the FRCP website at: https:/
floridadep.gov/resilience.  

Locally, the Community Foundation of Southwest 
Florida’s Regional Sustainability Plan is providing the 
framework to organize and align our efforts regarding, 
among other things, our economy and jobs, education, 
our health and safety and the environment.  By keeping 
track of our region’s accomplishments, current projects, 
and areas for advancement, the Sustainability Plan is 
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By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
Nathaniel Reed, an environmental leader, mentor and 

hero to so many, caught his last perfect salmon on July 3, 
2018 on a fishing trip in Canada’s Grand Cascapedia 
River. His son reported his father’s joy at catch-
ing the 16-pound salmon and he was headed 
back to catch another when he fell on a grav-
el riverbank and hit his head.  He died July 
11th following a coma after the fall.

Mr. Reed’s legacy for the Everglades 
and nation looms large.  He helped stop 
construction of the world’s largest air-
port in the Big Cypress Swamp and co-
wrote the Endangered Species Act.

In the 1960s his efforts stopped the 
construction of the proposed Everglades 
jetport, a 39-square-mile site north of Ev-
erglades National Park that the Dade County 
Port Authority acquired to build a new airport, 
interstate highway, high speed mass transit system 
and airboat waterway.  The project would  have devastated 
both the Everglades and the Big Cypress Swamp.   He com-
pelled Florida Governor Claude Kirk to oppose the plan 
and pressure President Nixon to stop federal funding for it.  

In 1971, Mr. Reed accepted the invitation of President 
Nixon to become Assistant Secretary of Interior for Fish, 

Wildlife and National Parks, where he served into the Ford 
Administration until 1977.  Mr. Reed preserved more 
than 80 million acres of Alaska, publicized the dangers of 

DDT and  is credited with the wording for what 
would become the Endangered Species Act, 

passed by Congress in 1973.    Among the 
animals protected by the act were several 
from Florida, including the panther, the 
manatee, Key deer and the American al-
ligator. 

Mr. Reed served seven governors, 
Republican and Democrat, and served 
on every conceivable committee and 
commission. Reed was appointed by 
three different governors to serve as 

a member of the South Florida Water 
Management District Governing Board.

Some of you may have met him at the 
2008 Everglades Coalition Conference SCCF 

hosted on Captiva.  I was so honored that he was 
inducted into the Everglades Hall of Fame at our confer-
ence with a Lucas Century creation.  

It’s up to us to build on the foundation he left us 
to finish the job.  He joins the ultimate Everglades 
Hall of Fame with Marjory Stoneman Douglas and 
Art Marshall.   

working to ensure continuous improvement and strength-
ening of our efforts in these areas.  Collaboration is the 
key to the success of the plan, with the recognition that 
one organization cannot achieve the goals of the commu-
nity on its own.

Taking Action in Our Backyard
SCCFs Natural Resource Policy staff is putting sus-

tainability planning principles into action as we lead the 
opposition to a proposed development in tidally inundat-
ed mangrove wetlands along Shell Point Boulevard.  The 
bad development concept, ironically named Eden Oak, 
ignores every principle of designing developments to an-
ticipate future conditions and adapt for climate change.  
Located in mangrove wetlands on the western side of Shell 
Point Boulevard, Eden Oak proposes to dredge and fill 
mangrove wetlands, to build 55 houses, canals and a boat 
basin.  This development would destroy the natural flood 
and storm protection buffer for existing development and 

burden the already over-taxed evacuation route for 9,000 
residences on the peninsula. This ill-conceived develop-
ment would eliminate habitat depended on by a number 
of endangered species, would eliminate the natural water 
filter provided by mangrove wetlands and it would create 
new point sources for excess nutrients, oils and greases to 
wash into the impaired Caloosahatchee exacerbating our 
current water quality crisis.

Engaging for a Sustainable Future
SCCF Policy staff will continue to work in our region 

to implement innovations that will assist us in our adapta-
tion to the changing environment.

Are our local building and zoning regulations appro-
priately addressing the challenges we face as a result of 
climate change?  Your interest, ideas and action can and 
will have an impact on the local efforts we need to make 
to be ready for the effects of climate change.  

In Memoriam, Nathaniel Reed, Environmental Icon & Legend   1933-2018
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The nutrients belching out of the river and lake 
have fed not only the toxic freshwater algae bloom 
but have perpetuated the second longest red tide 
bloom in recent memory, resulting in a mass mortal-
ity event not previously seen on our coast.  

Since the beginning of the current red tide bloom 
in October 2017, as of August 23, 180 sea turtles have 
been found stranded on the beaches or in waters sur-
rounding Sanibel and Captiva.  Of the 180, 123 were 
dead and 57 were found alive and taken to CROW 
for treatment. The continuous 10 month red tide has 
impacted an unprecedented number of sea turtles. 

Based on mid-July numbers (91 strandings), 53 
were mature adults, representing a significant impact 
on a recovering population of animals where only 
one in 1,000 hatchlings survive to reach reproduc-
tive maturity at around 25-30 years of age. Nineteen of these turtles (nine of which have washed up in the third week 
of July) have been the critically endangered Kemp's Ridley sea turtle, a rare sighting on area beaches.

 With help from the SCCF Marine Lab's Dr. Rick Bartleson we are collecting samples of tissues and gut contents from 
stranded sea turtles to be tested for brevetoxins (neurotoxins produced by the alga Karenia brevis). Since May 29, 24 turtles 
have been sampled in an effort to understand how these algal blooms affect sea turtles. 

 The current red tide causing this mass mortality event is the longest continuous bloom since 2006 when an algal 
bloom lasted over one year. These blooms start in 
the Gulf but are fed and perpetuated by harmfully 
high nutrients in the water washing into the Gulf 
from land. The single most important change we 
can fight to improve these conditions is strengthen-
ing water quality standards. 

 Actions have consequences. The past 8 years 
of regulations addressing water quality have been 
rolled back under the guise of making Florida busi-
ness friendly. Our water conditions are the direct 
consequence of that effort. We must all do our part.     

See Page 11 for a list of things you can do.

This season we will be placing data loggers measuring 
temperature, soil moisture, and water levels into a select 
few loggerhead sea turtle nests to get a better idea of how 
groundwater influences nest temperature & moisture and 
the potential impacts on hatchling sex ratios.

In years past the SCCF Marine Lab has used water 
level loggers to continuously monitor groundwater flow 
from interior wetlands on Sanibel at various locations, 

including several beach sites. Their data indicate that cer-
tain stretches of beach along Sanibel experience high lev-
els of groundwater influence. 

 Interestingly, previous research on Sanibel suggests 
our beach produces more male hatchlings than would be 
expected based on local incubation temperatures.  Be-
cause variation in hatchling sex ratios is explained only 
partially by incubation temperature, it is very likely that 

Jack Brzoza, Sea Turtle Coordinator Kelly Sloan, Katie Goulder and 
Andrew Glinsky

Mass Mortality of Sea Turtles Caused By Red Tide

Data Collection Project on Sea Turtle Nesting
by Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Coordinator

See Sea Turtles on Page 11

This stranded sea turtle was, fortunately, still alive and was taken 
to CROW.
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Friday, November 9, 2018
6:30 – 9:00 p.m.   

The Bailey Homestead Preserve   
$125 per person   

Restaurant Partners (to date): 
Il Cielo                  Sweet Melissa’s Café

Catering by Leslie Adams               Sanibel Catering Company
Malia                   ...More to be announced!

Look for an invitation and upcoming emails with more information.

there are other environmental variables contributing to these unexpected results.  We suspect that the groundwater 
could be cooling the nests and potentially affecting the temperature and/or moisture in a way that explains the atypi-
cal sex ratios observed on Sanibel.

You may have heard that an alarming worldwide female-biased sex ratio of sea turtles has already been documented 
and it appears to be growing. A comprehensive study in Australia’s Northern Great Barrier Reef revealed that about 
99% of juvenile and subadult green turtles are female at one of the northern nesting beaches, suggesting that this rook-
ery has been producing primarily females for more than two decades. Closer to home, researchers from Florida Atlan-
tic University (FAU) have documented that 97 to 100 percent of the hatchlings sampled within Florida since 2002 
have been female. With drastic environmental changes predicted 
to occur within this century, sea turtles are at risk of unsustain-

able sex ratios and high egg 
mortality that could have 
major implications on their 
population. 

In short, if our beach is 
producing males it's impor-
tant to understand why, and 
we're hoping to get a better 
understanding of these dy-
namics through this study.

Presenting Sponsor
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Discharges to the Caloosahatchee started in May af-
ter heavy rainfall from sub-tropical storm Alberto. Begin-
ning in June, flows greater than the 2,800 cfs — above the 
level of ecological harm — were initiated into the Caloo-
sahatchee estuary. The highest flows were three times the 
harm threshold, which last occurred after Hurricane Irma. 

High flows during the summer of 2013 caused higher 
than normal chlorophyll (algae biomass) throughout Pine 
Island. Unfortunately, the 2018 discharges also brought 
a large scale blue-green algae bloom that has turned the 
Caloosahatchee green (Figures 2-3). The blue-green algae 
is Microcystis, which produces a toxin that causes liver 
disease if ingested. 

Our Natural Resource Policy Director, Rae Ann Wes-
sel, and other partners such as the City of Sanibel have 
met with the governor and Secretary of the Department 
of Environmental Protection. Several Calls to Action have 
been published and provided to the SCCF membership 
and other advocates for the Caloosahatchee. 

The Marine Lab staff has been documenting the oc-
currence of the blue-green algae in the estuary and in the 
Gulf. We are also using oysters as sentinel species for de-
termining the effects of the flows and subsequent algae 
blooms (Figure 4-5). Oysters were separated and deployed 
in bags at 4 sites along a salinity gradient. Oysters will be 
monitored weekly through the wet period (ending 
Nov. 1) and used in the weekly reports to state and 
federal agencies. 

In addition, SCCF’s RECON data is showing 
hypoxic conditions (dissolved oxygen <2 mg/L) at 
times near Beautiful Island and Shell Point. This is 
likely a result of the blue green algae bloom reaching 

its maximum and starting to dissipate. The cells eventu-
ally will disintegrate and create additional oxygen de-
mand. This combined with high temperatures (>30 C) 
has resulted in hypoxic conditions.

Marine Lab Studying San Carlos Bay Response to High Flows
by Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Lab Director

Flows into the Caloosahatchee; the high flow harm threshold based 
on effects to seagrass and oysters is 2,800 cubic feet per second. 

A blue-green algae bloom has formed from Lake Okeechobee 
to Sanibel. Photo credit: John Cassani, Calusa River Keeper

Above:  Oysters are measured and pre-
pared for deployment as sentinels of es-
tuary health.  Inset:  Mortality of oys-
ters due to high flows and a blue-green 
algae bloom will be determined using 
pre-measured oysters. 
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For the 32nd year SCCF in-
vites volunteers to join us on Sat-
urday, September 15 to clean our 
coastline of human-made debris, 
much of which is made from plas-
tic.  (Note:  If Red Tide is still bad, 
check with Dee a day or to before.)  

As part of this international 
Ocean Conservancy event, vol-
unteers scour the mangroves and 
beaches looking for plastic bottles 
and bags to protect our sea turtles 
and shorebirds that might ingest 
this toxic plastic.  62% of shorebird 
species and 100% of sea turtle spe-
cies have been found with plastic 
inside of them! 

You can pick and save your fa-
vorite cleanup zone early by calling 
Dee at SCCF, 472-2329 or e-mail 
dserage@sccf.org the week before.  Your data card will be e-mailed to you and you can clean your zone on your own schedule.  
Just return the data card by Monday, September 18.  Keep Lee County Beautiful will compile the data.   Come by on Sat-
urday and join us for lunch on the Nature Center porch (again, Red Tide permitting).

Join SCCF to Clean our Coasts to Protect Wildlife
  — Red Tide Permitting —

Isabella Peedle is SCCF’s new Native Landscapes & Gar-
den Center intern. She moved to Florida from Michigan when 
she was five, and therefore has spent most of her life in Flor-
ida. Isabella is currently a junior majoring in Environmental 
Studies at Florida Gulf Coast University, where she founded 
(and became the president of ) the Florida Native Plant Club.  
Before the internship, she studied Coccothrinax argentata (the 
threatened silver palm) in the Bahamas to help with conserva-
tion efforts. Additionally, she has done volunteer work with 
CROW Clinic, CREW Land & Water Trust, Calusa Nature 
Center, and FGCU’s Wings of Hope Program.

Isabella is interested in being an intern for SCCF as she 
became connected to Florida’s environment, plants, and wild-
life while growing up. She is hoping to learn more about these 
as she works at SCCF, so she can use the skills and knowledge 
in her future career working in conservation, educating people 
about environmental issues, and supporting sustainability ef-
forts. Isabella is looking forward to working with native plants 
so closely and to being able to help educate people about their 
importance to Florida’s environment.

Meet Garden Center Intern Isabella Peedle

by Dee Serage-Centure, Living with Wildlife Educator
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SCCF September 2018  Programs

Bailey Homestead:  making tHe land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Preserve 
blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic property, 
the history of the land itself and some stories about the Bailey 
family, which farmed the land for three generations.  Wednes-
days at 8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet 
at the Welcome Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near the 
entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 for more information.  
Free to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  

Florida pantHers and WildliFe Corridors
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While not 
found on Sanibel, they play an important role in maintain-
ing the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few years 
have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there is hope 

in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive cat to 
spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining SCCF, 
Alexis Horn ran the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. 
Learn what makes Florida panthers unique and why they 
are so vital to our environment.  Tuesday, September 11 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.
    

turtle traCks
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Free to members and children, $5 for 
non-members.

•	 Report disoriented or stranded sea turtles to:  978-
728-3663 (978-SAVE-ONE)

•	 Make water quality part of our daily dialogue and this 
election year.

•	 Elevate the issue of water quality; ask candidates if they 
support stronger water quality standards and what spe-
cifically they will do to raise standards to clean water and 
represent the public's interests. 

•	 Examine our own actions in fertilizer use in our yards 
and gardens.

•	 Plant native landscapes to reduce/eliminate fertilizer 
use and enhance filtering of rainfall.

•	 Pick up after pets.

A few suggestions to address sources of nutrients:  
•	 Require Advanced Wastewater Treatment to remove 

nutrients from reuse water systems. 
•	 Establish broader, stricter water quality standards for 

nutrients and chemicals:
•	 Update stormwater standards for urban and agricul-

ture
•	 Require agriculture treat their stormwater before it 

leaves their properties
•	 Eliminate the presumption of compliance with water 

quality standards given to Ag

What You Can Do to Help Sea Turtles -- Continued from Page 6
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Education	Center	
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

John Morse - President
Doug Ryckman - Vice President
Tom Rathbone - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Chief Executive Officer0

Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage

Kelly Sloan
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2018
Susan Beittel
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Deborah La Gorce

Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Paul Roth
Ty Symroski

Kristie Anders
Eric Milbrandt
Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

Septembr 2018 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957


