
 

 

 

 

 

Our season started off with our first nest on April 29, keeping us all busy until the last nest, laid on August 28, and 

the last inventory on November 1. We had a total of 684 nests on Sanibel—650 loggerhead nests and 34 green 

nests—and 189 on Captiva. Both the loggerhead and the green nest counts for Sanibel surpassed previous records. 

This is the fourth year in a row that Sanibel has broken historic nesting records, so we can only hope our 

conservation efforts from the past 20-30 years are starting to pay off and sea turtle nesting numbers continue to 

rise. 
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While our total nest counts across the islands represent a modest increase from 

last year, what is even more astounding is our hatchling-to-sea count! The 

average for the past three years has been around 25,000 hatchlings making it to 

the water per season, which were record counts relative to all other 

documented years. However, this year’s hatchling totals blew any previous 

record out of the water! Over 43,000 hatchlings made it to the sea this year. 

That’s over double the number of hatchlings on Captiva from last year and 

nearly 1.7 times as many hatchlings on Sanibel.  

 

Though we continue to spread the word regarding sea turtle light sensitivity, we had 30 documentations of 

disorientations this season. This number is slightly higher than last year’s but still down from our highest amount 

recorded in 2014. 

 

 

Tropical Storm Emily, and Hurricane Irma brought some destruction to sea 

turtle nests due to strong winds and high tides. Of the 873 nests laid across 

Sanibel and Captiva, 100 nests were lost to these storms throughout the 

summer. Additionally, 19 nests were washed out before inventory, so 

although we won’t have the data for those nests, the more important aspect 

is that the hatchlings made it out to sea. It also means that our record-

breaking hatchling-to-sea count for this year is even higher than what our 

data show. Sea turtles have adapted to the natural occurrence of storms by 

laying several nests across the beach throughout the season so that even if 

some of her nests are washed out or fatally inundated, some of her nests are 
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still likely to succeed. For example, turtle #116 was encountered twice during night patrol, and although one of her 

nests was recently washed out by Hurricane Irma, her other nest had a great hatch success rate of 98.7%. 

 

 

 

        

       
Thanks to all 77 of our wonderful volunteers who have made this season a great success! This group has endured 

some long, hot, and buggy mornings totaling 3168 hours spent on the beach over the past seven months! SCCF is 

so grateful to have this energetic and continually happy team of volunteers helping to protect sea turtles across our 

beaches. 

 

 

The presence of coyotes on Sanibel was first recorded in 2011. Since then, they have become one of the leading sea 

turtle nest predators and in 2014 were responsible for depredating a record 22% of all nests. As a response to 

coyote depredation, we have increased the number of metal screens deployed on top of nests to protect them from 

mammalian predators. The application of metal screens has been very 

successful and has reduced the percentage of depredated nests to 

approximately 1% in 2017. 

2017 has also marked the fourth year of our coyote camera trap project 

on Sanibel. Since the 2015 turtle season we have been strategically 

placing motion activated, night vision cameras behind incubating nests 

in order to better understand the distribution and behavior of coyotes 

on Sanibel Island. Based off the pictures taken from our camera traps 

we have seen a decrease in the number of coyotes on the beach. Our 

average number of coyote images captured per day has dropped from 

6.1 to 3.0 and down to 0.4 in 2015, 2016, and 2017, respectively.  
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One unfortunate but important aspect of the sea turtle program is responding to live and dead sea turtle strandings. 

Staff members and stranding volunteers—Allen Dunham, Nancy Riley, and Kerry Salatino—attend FWC’s sea 

turtle stranding workshop biannually to get the training needed to participate in the sea turtle stranding program. So 

far this season, there have been 41 strandings documented, 39 of which washed up deceased. Unfortunately, this 

number is up from the 29 total strandings in 2016.  

 

Like previous years, the leading cause of death for 2017 strandings is boat strikes. Other probable causes of death 

documented this year and in recent years include shark attacks, entanglement, fibropapillomatosis, red tide, plastic 

consumption, and undetermined causes.   

 

 

This year we were thrilled to continue the nighttime tagging project that was launched 

last season. From May through July, our tagging team—Jeffrey Book, Rachel Fisher, 

and Emily Hardin—was able to cover the beach every night of the week. Like last year, 

this year was a huge success! We managed to have 266 total turtle encounters 

representing 157 unique individuals—152 loggerheads and 5 greens. 

This season, we were excited to partner with the Conservancy of Southwest Florida to 

attach satellite tags to greens with the goal of researching the inter-nesting and post-

nesting migratory behaviors of green sea turtles that nest in Southwest Florida. We 

were thrilled to be able to attach satellite tags to five unique green turtles on Sanibel; it 

has been exciting to follow their travels so far. While a few have lost their tags, we were 

still able to get a good idea of where they like to hang out during the off-season—most seem to have their post-

nesting homes off the Everglades down through the Keys. 

 2016 2017 

Total encounters 239 266 

  -Total loggerhead encounters 239 252 

  -Total green encounters 0 14 

Unique individuals 157 157 
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 2016 2017 

  -Unique loggerheads 157 152 

  -Unique greens 0 5 

Turtles encountered more than once 45 61 

False crawling turtles 80 74 

Nesting turtles 159 192 

East End encounters 50 62 

West End encounters 189 204 

West and East End encounters 12 20 

Turtles Nesting on both East and West End 7 10 

Turtles tagged for the first time 142 146 

Turtles previously tagged by FAU on Sanibel 5 5 

Turtles tagged on other beaches 13 6 

   

 

  

 

Andrew Glinsky—Sea Turtle Technician 

Andrew is from New York and graduated from Towson University in 2014 

with a degree in environmental science.  Over the last three years he has 

been a research assistant for sea turtle programs in Costa Rica, West Africa 

the Caribbean and was a nighttime tagging intern with the SCCF in 2016. 

Andrew assisted with the nighttime tagging project and morning nesting 

surveys. 

 

Heather Shipp—Sea Turtle Intern 

Heather originates from Utah and graduated in May of 2016 from Utah State University 

with a Bachelor’s degree in wildlife science. During the summer of 2015, she spent two 

months on Zakynthos in Greece monitoring the nesting beaches for loggerhead sea turtles 

each day and helping raise awareness among tourists and locals. She also has experience 

tracking carnivores in Yellowstone National Park. Heather worked as the daytime sea turtle 

intern. 

 

Rachel Fisher—Biology Intern 

Rachel is from Minnesota and graduated from Creighton University, majoring in biology 

and Spanish. She has performed freshwater conservation and fisheries work, working with 

both the New Mexico and Wyoming state governments. She has also worked with 

leatherback and olive ridley sea turtles for two seasons in Costa Rica. Rachel assisted with 

the nighttime tagging project and morning nesting surveys for sea turtles as well as surveys 

for diamondback terrapins. 
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Emily Hardin—Nighttime Tagging Intern 

Emily is from Richmond, Virginia, and recently graduated from the University of South 

Carolina – Columbia with a degree in Marine Science. She has previously worked as a 

Research Assistant during her undergrad and as a Sea Turtle Intern and Sea Turtle Program 

Coordinator with the Bald Head Island Conservancy in North Carolina. When not patrolling 

for turtles at night, she is usually still out of the beach relaxing, reading, swimming, or 

collecting shells. 

 

Jeff Book—Nighttime Tagging Intern 

Jeff, originally from New Jersey, graduated this summer from the University of Rhode Island 

with a Bachelor of Science in Wildlife and Conservation Biology. His previous work 

experience includes monitoring piping plovers in New Jersey, patrolling for sea turtles in 

Costa Rica, and tracking large mammals in South Africa. Jeff assisted with nighttime surveys 

for sea turtles and daytime trapping for diamondback terrapins while with SCCF. 

  


