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SCCF Annual Meeting 

Phil Johnson and Nanelle Wehmann received a special thank you for 
their spectacular planning of the 40th Birthday Party bash.

Retiring Board members 
Janie Frese (above); Dr. 
Carolyn Gray (right); and 
Richard Collman (not pres-
ent) were honored.

Above: Erick Lindblad 
and Ann Winterboth-
am.  Left: Peter Hauser 
presented a sculpture to 
SCCF that had been a 
treasured belonging of 
SCCF founding member 
Emmy Lu Lewis.

Above: New Board members John La Gorce, Barbara Von Harten 
and returning Board member Art Weissbach were welcomed.

Above:  Jim Haggart 
with Delilah.

At the SCCF Annual Meeting -- held on Friday, November 30 at the Nature Center -- Erick Lindblad explained how he 
had come across the minutes of the 1967 meetings of SCCF's predecessor, the J.N. "Ding" Darling Sanctuary Committee.  
Inviting SCCF founding member Ann Winterbotham to join him at the podium, he read the minutes of the June 21 meet-
ing:  "If the Committee is incorporated as an independent foundation, Mr. Anderson will need a name, list of officers, and 

a statement of purpose.  After some discussion of "Sanctuary" vs. "Con-
servation," it was agreed that the broader term would be more desirable.  
Mrs. Winterbotham moved that if the new organization is incorporated it 
be named the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, Inc., but made 
the move subject to vote by the full committee.  Mr. Jack seconded.  Those 
present voted favorably."  Four months later, on October 31, SCCF was 
incorporated.

The new Board officers voted upon at the meeting are:  Paul Roth as 
President, Wally Kain as Vice President, Bruce Rogers as Secretary and 
Ron Gibson as Treasurer. 



The Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation 

is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to preserving natural 

resources and wildlife habitat  on 
and around Sanibel and Captiva 

through:
   

•	 Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•	 Landscaping	for	Wildlife
•		 Marine	Research
•		 Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management
   

For more information
or to make program reservations, 

contact us at:
Tel. (239) 472-2329

Website: www.sccf.org
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Marine Laboratory
Update on RECON (River, Estuary & Coastal Observing Network)
by Loren Coen, Ph.D., 
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Deployment
Four of the RECON instruments  have been deployed at Redfish Pass, Blind Pass, down-

town Fort Myers, and Moore Haven.  A fifth unit was mounted at a Gulf of Mexico site; 
however, the Coast Guard had to replace the channel marker as there was some damage to the 

piling. The unit was re-
moved and SCCF is wait-
ing for the Coast Guard’s 
permission to reinstall.  
By the end of December, 
the marine laboratory ex-
pects to have five active 
instruments transmitting 
data to the internet.  

RECON Gators
In the past month of 

frenzied work, the RE-
CON team has encoun-
tered some obstacles and 
gained some insight into 
improving techniques. 
The most notable com-
plication was the ‘gag-
gle’ of hungry alligators 
lounging off the dock 
in Moore Haven.  Since 
at least two people have 
to get into the water to 
mount the unit, only one 
lucky person stayed on 
alligator-free land. Now 
that the initial installa-

Installing the Moore Haven sensor.

Start the New Year off right. Make a resolution to give 
to the Annual Fund Drive. If you haven't given to the 07-08 
AFD campaign yet, watch your mailbox for a 
second contribution request.

With a $750,000 goal, we 
need everyone's help to sup-
port SCCF's ongoing work 
and programs. For more info-
mation, Cheryl Giattini can 
be reached at 395-2768.

Resolve to Give!



3

RECON Update
Continued from left

Right:  Staff Scientist Jeff Siwicke with a disassembled RECON 
unit.  Below:  A page from the recon.sccf.org site showing some of 
the available information.

Interpreting in "Real-Time"
RECON offers powerful graphing capabilities for SCCF scientists and our membership.
In the graphs above, it will be noted that salinity is high in the lower estuary at Redfish Pass and Blind Pass, and lower 

in Fort Myers.  This salinity gradient typifies the transition from the estuary to the Gulf of Mexico.
Daily peaks in water temperature and chlorophyll (which are sampled hourly) are visible at all locations and reveal daily 

variability that would be missed by sampling only monthly.
Turbidity spikes at Blind Pass are at a greater magnitude than the other sites, suggesting that wind-driven re-suspension 

of sediments is an important process in lower Pine Island Sound.

tion is complete, a method of raising and lowering the unit 
without stepping into alligator-infested waters has been devel-
oped. 

Real-time data at our website
Additionally, the website has been made available to the 

public and can be viewed at http://recon.sccf.org.  As the proj-
ect continues, the marine laboratory will keep everyone updat-
ed on the progress.
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Natural Resource Policy
by Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Nitrogen Treatment Area Acquired 
The very first project under the Northern Everglades 

Act, passed in the 2007 legislative session, has been initiat-
ed with a $37 million purchase of a 1,770-acre citrus grove 
in Glades County for a water quality treatment project. 
The site is located on the south side of the Caloosahatchee, 
approximately 13 miles upstream of the C-43 reservoir site.  
The parcel extends from the river to SR 80 and east from 
the Ortona Lock & Dam (see aerial photo). 

Approximately 1,335 acres of the site is proposed for a 
water quality treatment area to remove nitrogen from the 
river.  The remaining 435 
acres will be set aside for 
recreational and commer-
cial use. The site was select-
ed because it is bordered on 
both the west and east sides 
by agricultural ditches that 
connect to the river.   Lee 
County contributed $10 
million toward the land 
purchase. An additional $150 million will be required to 
build the treatment system, although the water quality 
treatment method has not yet been determined.  In a year 
of extremely tight budgets and rising costs, the Governing 
Board will be taking a hard look at the cost benefit and 
prioritization of projects as well as comparing the benefits 
of land acquisition vs. construction projects.  

Lee Fertilizer Ordinance
On December 4 the Lee County Commission  heard 

our concerns and those of other community stakeholders 
and voted to direct staff to develop a stronger fertilizer or-
dinance.   SCCF has been involved with and supportive of 
Mayor Denham’s fertilizer initiative through the Regional 
Planning Council's watershed subcommittee.  Together we 
advocated for a stronger ordinance, including:  adjusting 
the scope to include homeowners; adding the month of 
June to the rainy season blackout; establishing nitrogen 
formula limits and application rates and fertilizer-free buf-
fer zones from wetlands and water bodies.  You can view 
our letter and the draft of the ordinance on our website, 
www.sccf.org.  A revised ordinance will come back for re-
view and public comment in the next few months.  

Phosphate
In addition to flows from the Caloosahatchee, our 

coastal water quality is influenced by water flowing into 

Charlotte Harbor from the Peace River. The northern 
watershed of the Peace River is heavily impacted by phos-
phate mining, which contributes phosphorus loading and 
impacts freshwater flows to the river.  

Recognizing that permitted mining practices have re-
sulted in serious impacts to potable and environmental 
freshwater supplies, Lee, Charlotte and Sarasota Counties 
have challenged mining permits issued by DEP over the 
last several years.  In response, the international conglom-
erate mining company, Mosaic, has drafted a settlement 
offer which proposes a global settlement with the three 
counties. 

Among other conditions, the settlement agreement 
would require the counties to drop all litigation and agree 
not to challenge their phosphate mining permits for the 
next 15 years.  In exchange, they propose to provide a six-

The phosphate mining landscape before (above) -- and after 
(below).

See Policy, on Page 6
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SCCF Honored for Work on Water Quality

Lexington Middle School students holding up their recently 
potted mangrove propagules

Environmental Educator, Richard Finkel, has been 
working with students at local schools as part of the Ma-
rine Lab’s ongoing work with mangroves.  He has visited 
the Canterbury School, South Fort Myers High School, 
Lexington Middle School and The Sanibel Middle School 
for a discussion on mangroves and the ecology of the back 
bay estuary.  

Richard delivered mangrove propagules (seedlings) 

-- along with soil and pots that were donated by SCCF’s 
Native Plant Nursery -- so the students could pot the 
propagules and set up growth experiments.  Students are 
observing the propagules’ growth in varying concentra-
tions of salinity and nutrient solutions.  

By conducting these mangrove growth experiments, 
it is hoped that the students will not only gain a better 
understanding of mangroves but also the issues that affect 
the water quality of our back bay estuary.  

During our Mangrove Planting Days, scheduled for 
later this year, it is hoped that some of these students will 
be able to plant the mangroves they have grown, plus ad-
ditional mangroves raised by the Marine Lab.

Look for additional updates of students' mangrove 
growth studies in future member updates. 

Environmental Education:  School Mangrove Outreach

Photo by Brian Johnson/Island Sun
 Bob Chrenc and Terry Igo with Erick Lindblad.

Erick Lindblad, the members of the Sani-
bel City Council, and Mike and Maureen Vali-
quette of PURRE have been named honororary 
chairs for the Sanctuary Golf Challenge, which 
will be held on Saturday, January 26. 

On November 30, all were honored by the 
Sanctuary Board of Governors for "their commit-
ment to protect the quality of our waterways."

If you would like to be a tournament 
sponsor, call Terry Igo at 472-8300 or Drew 
Donnelly at 472-6223; to sign up a foursome, 
call Drew Donnelly at 472-6223.
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Policy
Continued from page 4

With the arrival of winter, wildlife 
on Sanibel exhibit their dry season, sea-
sonal activities. For many species, this 
involves an altered activity cycle. For 
example, the two rat snakes on Sanibel, 
the yellow rat snake (Elaphe alleghanien-
sis) and the corn snake (Elaphe guttata) 
take on a diurnal patterns, ending their 
mostly nocturnal wet season habits.  
You may have noticed that more snakes 
have been visible during the day in the 
past month or two.

The eastern indigo snake (Dry-
marchon corais couperi),  a threatened 
snake (federal and state) that is possi-
bly extirpated from Sanibel, reaches its 
peak of activity in the winter months.  
Generally, from mid November to 
mid-February indigo snakes travel 
long distances each day to find mates. 
This is what led to its demise on Sani-
bel due to the high volume of traffic 
during the tourist season. 

The diversity of birds using Sani-
bel Island increases greatly over the 
winter months. Migratory birds such 
as Palm Warblers (Dendroica palmar-
um), American Robins (Turdus migra-
torius) and White Pelicans (Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos) have arrived from 
northern localities to feed upon am-
ple resources.       

During December in a “typical 
year,” swales would contain ample 

water that would slowly diminish 
over the winter months. The popula-
tions of small fishes, such as mosquito 
fish (Gambusia affinis) and least kil-
lifish (Heterandria formosa), as well as 
macro-invertebrates would be in high 
numbers.  Many wading birds spend 
their time in swales hunting these small 
fishes and macro-invertebrates. As wa-
ter levels decrease and the swales be-
come puddles, the food items for birds 
become concentrated. It is common to 
see Wood Storks (Mycteria americana) 
and Roseate Spoonbills (Ajaja ajaja) 
using tactile feeding to catch the re-
maining fish, insects and crustaceans.

Two native mammals on Sanibel 
Island, the hispid cotton rat (Sigmodon 
hispidus) and the Sanibel Rice Rat 

(Oryzomys palustris sanibeli) are found 
around the diminishing water holes in 
the winter, especially near Spartina sp. 
marshes.  The concentration of insects 
and other invertebrates in the swales 
are also eaten by Sanibel rice rats while 
hispid cotton rats eat the roots and 
stems of the moist wetland plants.

Unlike in the northern states, most 
of our wildlife is active throughout the 
winter. During cold spells, fauna such 
as American alligators (Alligator missis-
sippiensis), pig frogs (Rana grylio) and 
gopher tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus) 
will be inactive, but inevitably the tem-
perature will warm up after a couple of 
days and the animals will once again re-
sume normal activity.

Eastern Indigo Snake (Drymarchon corais couperi)

Wildlife Habitat Management
Wildlife Winter Activities
by Chris Lechowicz, Technical Coordinator / Herpetologist   

billion-gallon drinking water reservoir. The settlement 
does not address where the six billion gallons of freshwater 
would come from to fill the reservoir in this region that has 
been experiencing serious water shortages for several years.  
The settlement agreement also fails to mention that min-
ing operations are responsible for a loss of over 200 billion 
gallons of freshwater flow to the river per year.  This is an 
important issue for regional water supplies, both for pub-
lic consumption and the environment. SCCF has made 

public comment and written letters to the Charlotte and 
Lee County Commissions, urging them to reject this settle-
ment offer and to support an Areawide Environmental Im-
pact Study (AEIS) by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
look at the cumulative impacts of phosphate mining.   Our 
letters and the proposed settlement agreement are posted 
on our website. In November the Charlotte County com-
mission voted to approve the settlement.  Lee and  Sarasota 
Counties have opposed the settlement, citing objections 
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Policy
Continued from left

Plants and How We Use Them

Tours of the Ethnobotany Garden will be offered 
on Tuesdays at 10 starting on January 8.  You can also 
stop by and watch as Eleanor Harries weaves her baskets 
made of native plants in the ethnobotany garden. 

Education Intern Megan Flenniken

Megan Flenniken joined SCCF as the education 
intern in September. She has been leading the Turtle 
Tracks program and the Seagrass Wading Trips. Me-
gan grew up in Brenham, Texas, the home of Blue Bell 
ice cream (her favorite is cookies and cream). This past 
spring, she graduated from Mount Holyoke College 
with a degree in biology. She is planning on attending 
graduate school for marine ecology in the near future, 
but is enjoying her time out of school. Her interests 
include swimming, surfing, kayaking and any oppor-
tunity to be in or around the water. She looks forward 
to having you join her on the next nature walk.

that include giving away their power to object, binding 
future commissions to this agreement, and the need for 
an Areawide Environmental Impact Study (AEIS).   To 
learn more visit www.thephosphaterisk.com.

To share your thoughts and questions contact me at  
rawessel@sccf.org. 

SCCF at the Luminary

Staffer Marti Bryant and Board member 
Gwenda Hiett-Clements offered refresh-
ments at the Periwinkle Preserve gazebo.
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Solomon's Castle:  You Have to See it to Believe it

This recycled metal elephant’s 
tusks are made from manatee 
ribs and the feet are made of 
clamshells.Solomon's Castle, built from discarded printing plates.

Nestled along Horse Creek, a winding tributary to 
the Peace River, is a magical, creative attraction called 
Solomon’s Castle.  Fifteen SCCF members ventured 
two hours northeast to experience this grandiose amaze-

ment and to learn about the ecology 
of the Charlotte Harbor watershed.  
The scenery changes dramatically as 
one drives to Ona, Florida where the 
castle is nestled among large oak trees 
and palmettos.  The surrounding land 
is mostly cattle and citrus pastures with 
few homes in between.

Howard Solomon, an internation-
ally known sculptor, built the castle from printing plates discarded by the local weekly news-

paper. In fact, all of the art he has created is made from 
items that have been discarded or no longer used.  He is 
truly a master at recycling “trash” into creative pieces of 
artwork.  The attraction includes a “boat in the moat” 
where the group enjoyed lunch and learned about lo-
cal environmental issues.  This place is so interesting we 
will definitely venture back 
for another tour before the 
end of season so look for it 
in the coming months.

Living Safely with Alligators

In addition to the monthly “Gator Tales” programs 
for visitors and residents, a gathering of neighborhood 
“Gator Greeters”  is planned for Thursday, January 31 at 
2 p.m. in the SCCF auditorium.  If you would like to be 
the representative for your street, neighborhood, or sub-
division to greet new homeowners and renters please call 
Dee at 472-2329.  To help “Gator Greeters” spread the 
word, a new SCCF handout is now available and we have 
“Gator Caution” signs for sale.  Stopping the feeding of 
gators is the way to ensure our safety and the gators’ sur-
vival on Sanibel.  If you can’t make the meeting but want 
to help, give Dee a call.  

Right: Dee Serage with one of the new Gator Caution signs.

Melissa Upton and Megan Flenniken pose with the 
artist, Howard Solomon.

This giraffe was created with coat hangers.
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Native Plant Nursery

by Jenny Evans, Nursery Manager
Win a Native Landscaping Makeover from the Native Plant Nursery

Do you cringe at the sight of your 
yard?  Is it full of non-native, invasive 
plants, devoid of wildlife, and excessive 
in its water consumption?  If you an-
swered yes to these questions, a land-
scape renovation may be in order. 

In celebration of SCCF’s 40th anni-
versary and as a kickoff for our new land-
scaping services, the Native Plant Nursery 
is holding a contest where you can win a 
Native Landscaping makeover.  

To enter, read all entry guidelines and 
fill out an entry form (right).  Applicants 
who answer all entry questions correctly 
will be placed into a random drawing 
to win.  Applications must be received 
by Thursday, January 31 at 5 p.m., and 
a winner will be selected at random in 
mid-February.  The winner will receive 
a consultation with nursery staff, design 
and planting of a front yard landscape up 
to 2,000 square feet, using only Florida 
native plants, as well as environmentally 
friendly maintenance of this area for one 
year -- worth about $5,000!  Entry guide-
lines and an application are below.

Entry Guidelines:
 1. The entry must be for a single 

family residential front yard.
 2. The winning property must be 

located on Sanibel or Captiva Is-
lands.

 3. The design will include only Flor-
ida native plants.  Consultation 
with the winner will be made pre-
vious to the landscape design to 
assess their expectations and pref-
erences for the area.

 4. The winning yard should be free of 
non-native, invasive plants at the start 
of landscaping work.  An updated list 
of invasive plants can be obtained at 
the Native Plant Nursery, or online at 
the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council’s 
website at:  www.fleppc.org/list/07list_
ctrfld.pdf.  The Native Plant Nursery 

is available to help identify any ques-
tionable plants; feel free to drop by the 
nursery with a sample for identifica-
tion.

 5. Nursery staff will maintain the 
newly planted area in an environ-
mentally friendly manner for one 
year after installation.  All new 
plants will be hand-pruned during 
this period, and nursery staff will 
not utilize any fertilizers.  For one 
year as necessary, maintenance re-
sponsibilities will include watering, 
weeding, pruning, pest manage-
ment, and general plant health of 
the newly installed landscape, not 
to include other areas of the win-
ner’s yard.  If necessary, during and 
after the one-year period, nursery 
staff will communicate with the 
property owner’s contracted land-
scaping company regarding na-
tive plants and their maintenance 
requirements.  Maintenance after 
the one-year period is the respon-
sibility of the property owner.

 6. Property owners must allow SCCF 
to place a small sign (approximate-
ly 12 by 12 inches) near the new 
landscape, identifying SCCF and 
the Native Plant Nursery as the 
landscape designers and installers. 

 7. Temporary irrigation may be in-
stalled to allow the new plants to 
become established.  It is expected 
that no irrigation will be needed in 
this area after the plants are estab-
lished.

 8. The Native Plant Nursery will 
make every effort to work around 
and incorporate existing elements 
of the landscape, including exist-
ing plants, irrigation, lighting, or 
pathways.

 9. The native landscape design will not 
incorporate any new turfgrass areas, 
new impervious surfaces, including 
stone, brick, shell, or gravel pathways, 
or new landscape lighting.  

10. Unfortunately, due to equipment 
requirements, the Native Plant 
Nursery will not be able to make-
over any septic field areas, unless 
they have been fully removed and 
graded with the rest of the yard.

11. It is expected that the winning 
landscape will reach mature size 
in 5 - 7 years.  The largest plants 
installed on the winning landscape 
will be in 15 gallon containers.

12. SCCF employees and Board of 
Trustees are not eligible.
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Everglades Coalition Conference -- January 10 - 13 at South Seas Resort
The largest gathering of conservation organizations, state and federal agency personnel and state and federal politi-

cians is scheduled for January 10-13, 2008. It is in our own backyard at South Seas Island Resort. Speakers include 
Governor Crist; Senator Bill Nelson; Senator and former Governor of Florida, Bob Graham; County Commissioner 
Ray Judah; former Congressman, Florida District 14, Porter Goss; John Paul Woodley, Assistant Secretary of the Army/
Civil Works; Lynn Scarlett, Assistant Secretary of the Interior; Col. Paul Grosskruger of the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers; South Florida Water Management District Executive Director Carol Wehle and SFWMD Governing Board 
Chairman, Eric Buermann.

Breakout session topics include Engineering, Science and Policy Issues of Everglades Restoration; Everglades Outlook 
from Capitol Hill; Roundtable with the secretaries of the Florida Department of Transportation, Department of Environ-
mental Protection and Department of Community Affairs.

This is an excellent way to learn about all of the components of Everglades Restoration work, including what isn’t 
working, what's at stake, and what strategies may be employed to get it right.  You can also meet the key people working 
throughout South Florida for the greater Everglades ecosystem.  

Register soon - space for some events is limited.  Go to www.evergladescoalition.org for details.

Name:           Phone

Mailing Address

Site Address

What are the approximate dimensions of the area to be landscaped

Do you currently have any non-native, invasive plants on your property? (You may obtain a list at the Native Plant Nursery or 
online at: http://www.fleppc.org/list/07list_ctrfld.pdf )  If so, what species?

Name 10 Florida native plants that you think will do well in your front yard.  Why are they appropriate for your property, and what 
benefit do they have to Sanibel and Captiva’s environment

You can enter by mail, fax, or email.  Please send by mail to:  Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel FL 
33957; by fax to: (239)472-6421; or by email to: jevans@sccf.org

Thanks for your entry, and good luck!

Win a Native Landscaping Makeover
Official Contest Entry
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Sanibel-Captiva
Conservation
Foundation

January 2008 Program Schedule 

birding at the preserves
When: Friday, January 4, 11, 18, 25 at 8 a.m.
Where: January 4, 11 and 18 at Sanibel Gardens Preserve; 
 January 25 at Periwinkle Preserve
Fee: Free to members and non-members
Join experienced birders on weekly outings to preserves 
owned and managed by the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation 
Foundation.  Both new and experienced birders will enjoy 
a variety of birds in a diversity of wildlife habitat.  Botany 
enthusiasts are also welcome to help identify plants along 
the trails.  All walks begin at 8 a.m, but the locations do 
vary
Sanibel Gardens Preserve:  Enter Island Inn Road from 
Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of the road near 
the trailhead or enter Island Inn Road from West Gulf 
Drive, park near road barrier and walk to trailhead.
Periwinkle Preserve:  Meet at SCCF at 7:45 a.m. to carpool 
to both of these destinations as parking is very limited.

bUck key kayaking adventUre
When: Thursday, January 31 at 10 a.m.
Where: Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located at  
 McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva
Fee: $45/person; reservations required; call 472-2329
We will paddle in the vicinity of Buck Key, just off 
Captiva, discussing the ecology of the back bay estuary 
and the work of SCCF's Marine Lab.  The $45/person fee 
will help fund SCCF's school field trip program. Space 
is limited so reservations are required.  Reservations and 
additional information can be obtained by calling the 
Conservation Foundation at 472-2329

bUtterfly hoUse toUrs
When: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.
Where: Butterfly House
Fee: $1 donation
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior 
of butterflies. The house is also open to visitors without 
a guide. 

dolphin and Wildlife adventUre crUises
When:  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound; departs McCarthy’s Marina, 
 Captiva
Fee: $20/adult, $12.50/children;
 Reservations required, call 472-5300
Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Island 
Sound.

gator tales
When:  Tuesday, January 22 from 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Where:  Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free to members and children, $5 for non-members
The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. Flor-
ida’s history of gators and humans is closely intertwined. 
Learn about these fascinating creatures and what we must 
do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.

hUMan Uses of florida native plants
When:  Tuesday, 10 a.m. (starting January 8)
Where:  Nature Center
Fee: Free to members and children, $5 for non-members
Tours of the Ethnobotany Garden are offered every Tues-
day at 10 a.m. (starting on January 8).  Learn about the 
use of Florida native plants for food, shelter, medicine and 
art by cultures -- past and present -- that used them.  Pause 
in the Teaching Shelter, where you can watch as baskets 
are made from native plants.

native plant class & garden toUr
When:  Wednesday, January 30 at 10 a.m.
Where: Meet at the Nature Center to carpool to the garden
Fee: Free to members, $5 for non-members; 
 call Dee at 472-2329 for more information
Would you like to see how other people “landscape for wild-
life” with Florida’s native plants? Join the Foundation for 
a native garden tour and you might get ideas for your own 
landscape.

otters & others: life along oUr trails
When: Guided trail walks begin daily on Monday, Jan. 14 
 at 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.   (NOTE: There will be no 
 guided trail walks the first two weeks in January)
Where: Meet at Nature Center and proceed to trails
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers
Guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habi-
tats, natural and cultural history, and preservation efforts. 

resident environMental overvieW
When: Monday, January 28, February 4 and 11, 2 - 5:30 p.m..
Where: Starts at the Nature Center and concludes on 
 Captiva at McCarthy's Marina.
Learn about the history of the islands at a class offered 
to residents and those who work on the islands free of 
charge; others will be charged $20 per person. Reserva-
tions required. Call 472-2329.  

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1	mile	west	of	Tarpon	Bay	Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329; Nursery (239) 472-1932

Marine Laboratory (239) 395-4617  
Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Hours: Open 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon. through Fri. 
Native Plant Nursery: Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. through Fri.

Continued on Page 12
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NATURE CENTER
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd.

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Rd.)
(239) 472-2329

www.sccf.org

Nature Center Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
October	through	May

Open	8:30	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	
June through September

Saturdays
Open	10	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	

December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

from December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Call	(239)	472-1932
for information.

Trails, Education Center, 
Nature	Shop	&	Bookstore:	
$3/adult,	children	under	17	

free, members free.
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stars over sanibel
When: Wednesday, January 9 and January 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Meet on the Nature Center porch, proceed to trails. 
Fee: $5/adult; $2/child
Indulge your natural curiosity about the mysteries of the universe as we discuss constel-
lations, our solar system, and distant stars within the Milky Way galaxy.

tUrtle tracks
When: Thursdays at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet at the Nature Center for a trip to a beach
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers, beach parking fee $2/hour
Learn about the life cycles and habits of the sea turtles that nest on our beaches, as well 
as other local marine life.

Wading trip
When: Tuesday, January 15, Wednesday, January 23 and Tuesday, January 29 at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet in auditorium of the Nature Center and travel to nearby beach 
 (to be determined)
Fee: Members and children under 17 free; $5 for nonmembers. 
 Call 472-2329 for reservations.
Explore underwater wonders with a guide from SCCF. You will see critters up close and 
learn about marine and estuarine ecology. We also discuss what is being done to research 
and protect the waters surrounding the islands. Bring old clothes and/or a bathing suit, 
closed-toe water shoes, a hat, sunglasses, sunscreen and a towel. Reservations are required. 
Call 472-2329 to register and for directions.

Program Schedule
Continued from page 11

The SCCF Member Update is available by e-mail if you would like to 
help us save on postage and printing costs.
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SCCF Hosts Everglades Coalition Conference 

SCCF proudly hosted the 23rd annual Everglades Coali-
tion Conference, the first ever held in Lee County, on Cap-
tiva, January 10-13, 2008.  

The goal of the annual conference is to serve as an arena 
to raise and debate critical issues between stakeholders and 
policy makers, scientists and policy advocates.  Approxi-
mately 35 non-profit organizations in attendance took the 
opportunity to voice their concerns to legislators and water 
management agencies.  

It appears that people from environmental organizations 
and those concerned with water quality are making an im-
pact.  Issues and solutions that were previously given little, if 
any, consideration are now being discussed.

The conference is attended by decision-makers from 
federal, state, local and tribal governments, agency represen-
tatives, stakeholders and a vast array of public and private 
interests including scientists, educators, contractors, conser-
vationists, the media, students and the general public.  Over 
420 people attended the conference with approximately 
20% from the local community.  

The conference attracted an impressive collection of de-
cision-makers from Federal, State and local governments in-

cluding  Governor Charlie Crist, Senator Bill Nelson, Senator 
and former Governor Bob Graham, Congressmen Ron Cline, 
Alcee Hastings, Tim Mahoney and Connie Mack; U.S. Dept. 
of Army Assistant Secretary John Paul Woodley and Colonel 
Paul Grosskruger; Deputy Secretary of the Interior, Lynn Scar-
lett; the Secretaries of the Florida DEP - Mike Sole, DOT - 
Stephanie Kopelouses and DCA - Tom Pelham; Carol Wehle, 
Executive Director of the South Florida Water Management 
District (SFWMD) along with five of the SFWMD Govern-
ing Board members Eric Buermann, Charles Dauray, Shan-
non Estenoz, Melissa Meeker and Patrick Rooney; former 
CIA Director, Congressman and Sanibel Mayor Porter Goss, 
Lee County Commission Chairman Ray Judah and Commis-
sioner Tammy Hall; Sanibel City Council members Mayor 
Mick Denham, Vice Mayor Carla Johnston and Councilman 
Jim Jennings and international guests Dr. Kim Howells, the 
British Deputy Foreign Minister and Arend Gouw, the Con-
sulate General of the Netherlands.

Programs covered a wide range of topics including  
impacts from growth management decisions in the upper 
reaches of the Kissimmee system, restoration of fisheries 
and habitat, impacts of climate change on restoration, eco-
nomic impacts of restoration, panther corridor management,  

Everglades Restoration:  What Do We Have to Lose? 
by Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Erick Lindblad, Kristie Anders and Rae Ann Wessel greeted 
Governor Charlie Crist.

Senator and former Florida Governor Bob Graham met 
Erick and Ellen Lindblad after giving his "homework assign-
ment" to conference attendees. Continued on Page 2
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de-engineering the Everglades, estuary restora-
tion  needs and impacts from the engineered 
system, moving beyond obstacles to restora-
tion, land acquisition and a successor program 
for Florida Forever, and a policy roundtable 
discussion with State Department Secretaries 
and water managers.  

SCCF Education Director Kristie Anders 
hosted a breakout session on "Uncommon 
Friends for Everglades Restoration" featuring 

partnerships forged by the water quality prob-
lems and the economic impacts experienced 
by diverse groups whose livelihoods depend 
on the high quality of our natural resources.  

Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel coordinat-
ed a Plenary session entitled: "Estuaries: Vic-
tims of the Engineered System."  The session 
identified and discussed the unique problems 
experienced by the St. Lucie, Caloosahatchee 
and Florida Bay estuaries, all of which serve 
as the ultimate receiving waters of the Greater 
Everglades drainage system.

Dr. Jerome Lorenz, State Research Direc-
tor with Audubon of Florida, spoke about the 
impact that drainage canals like the C-111 
have had on freshwater flows to Florida Bay, 
and the resulting decline in roseate spoonbill 
populations.

Florida Oceanographic Society Executive 
Director Mark Perry presented a history of the 
St. Lucie estuary in relation to Lake Okeecho-
bee and outlined the devastating impacts of 
releases from the lake on fish populations and 
estuary water quality. 

Rae Ann Wessel outlined the historic con-
figuration and flows of the Caloosahatchee, 
the impact resulting from excess flows and  
then identified solutions to offset the impacts 
experienced in the river, Pine Island Sound 
and on barrier island beaches.

The Plenary session also served to intro-

The conference opened on Thursday night with the Sawgrass Sages telling tales of the early days 
of Everglades restoration.  From left: Ellen Peterson, Juanita Green, Franklin Adams, Nat Reed, 
Maggie Hurchulla and Bill Riley.  See below right for more info.  (The rocking chairs were on loan 
from SCCF's porch and the "green" ambiance was provided by the Native Plant Nursery.)

Former CIA Director, Congressman, County 
Commissioner and Sanibel Mayor Porter Goss 
spoke about the founding of the City of Sanibel
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duce our new Marine Lab Director, Dr. 
Loren Coen, who served as the session 
moderator. 

The Everglades restoration plan is 
supposed to repair the damage done 
by past construction activities includ-
ing the complex system of canals, levees 
and pumps built to drain South Florida.  
This altered system is responsible for 
wasting one billion gallons of water a day 
by redirecting fresh water and discharg-
ing it to tide, with devastating impacts 
on the receiving estuaries. The plan calls 
for holding water in reservoirs and deep 
wells, then releasing it more gradually to 
more closely mimic the historic natural 
flow of the River of Grass. 

There were tremendous statements 
made at the conference by our Federal 
and State partners.  While we take great 
encouragement from their commitment 

to many of the efforts we have long ad-
vocated, we are well aware that we need 
to collectively hold them to these com-
mitments and work to help build coali-
tions of support for priority activities.

One such priority is pressing to ac-
complish the modified water delivery 
project by elevating the Tamiami Trail.  
This is one of the critical projects that 
must be completed before a flowway 

south out of Lake Okeechobee would 
be feasible.  Storing water in the natural 
floodplain and rehydrating wetlands to 
their historical limits will serve to ad-
dress volume, quality, timing and distri-
bution issues.   Some notable quotes on 
Everglades restoration from the confer-
ence include:

Lynn Scarlett, assistant secretary 
of the Interior Department said that 
getting more water flowing under the 
historic Tamiami Trail -- which has 
dammed up the River of Grass for 
nearly a century and dried out eastern 
Everglades National Park -- was the 
federal government's top Everglades 
restoration priority.  ''It's absolutely the 
centerpiece for us.”  She committed 
that federal agencies were determined 
to ''get a shovel in the ground'' as early 
as September.

John Paul Woodley Jr., assistant 
secretary of the Army Corps of En-
gineers, called Tamiami Trail a vital 
project and “the single most important 
thing to move this restoration forward 
in 2008.''

Continued on Page 8

Rae Ann Wessel speaking at the "Estuaries:  Victims of the Engineered System" Plenary, 
with moderator, SCCF Marine Lab Director Dr. Loren Coen, Mark Perry of the  Flori-
da Oceanographic Society and (not pictured) Dr. Jerome Lorenz of Audubon of Florida.

At the "State Everglades Policy Roundtable" (from left:) Eric Draper of Audubon of 
Florida moderated panelists Eric Buermann, Chairman, SFWMD; Michael Sole, 
Secretary, Florida Department of Environmental Protection; Stephanie Kopelouses, 
Secretary, Florida Department of Transportation; and Thomas Pelham, Secretary, 
Florida Department of Community Affairs.

The Sawgrass Sages
The sages represented the best of the efforts to preserve the Everglades, each honored by the Coalition at some time 

by their unique contributions.  It would take a book to list all these sages individually and, collectively, all have worked 
to protect the ’Glades but among their accomplishments are:  Juanita Greene’s using her pen as an environmental writer 
for the Miami Herald led to the creation of Biscayne National Park; Bill Riley’s leadership with the Everglades Founda-
tion; Franklin Adam’s speaking out about the impact of U.S. 41 on the Everglades; Nat Reed’s parlaying his experience 
as Director of the National Park Service and Assistant Secretary of the Interior and advisor to numerous governors; 
along with Maggie Hurchella as former Martin County Commissioner leading the way for the Comprehensive Ever-
glades Restoration Project; and Ellen Peterson’s fight to protect access to Fish Eating Creek and -- in her 80’s -- still 
active in protests such as objection to the coal-fired power plant proposed for Glades County. It was a night that made 
people want to soak up their wisdom and hear their stories.



4

After six months of field testing and hours of website 
development, RECON is ready for prime time!  RECON 
was the topic of the first San/Cap Audubon Society meet-
ing on January 3.  At that time, which followed on the 
heels of a strong cold front, four RECON locations were 
operational, covering a 100-mile stretch of river and estu-
ary from Lake Okeechobee to Redfish Pass.  

When the coldfront hit, the estuary’s response was 
immediate.  The water column temperature dropped 10 
degrees in 24 hours at all locations when local temper-
atures dropped to near freezing.  This was just in time 
for the first public presentation of what RECON tells us 
about estuaries.  The response to the cold front was also 
visible in extra low tides caused by the strong (25 knot) 
North wind.  

The next stop for RECON was the Everglades Coali-
tion Conference at South Seas Island Resort, a meeting 
hosted by SCCF.  Space was provided next to the regis-
tration desk and under the backdrop of the aerial mo-
saic mural which had been borrowed from SCCF’s board 
room.  A.J. Martignette set up RECON’s interactive 
website so that conference attendees could plot and view 
RECON’s real-time capabilities.  A poster describing RE-
CON’s components, a map of fixed locations, handouts 
and recent data were also on display.  While the Ever-
glades Coalition Conference had a full schedule, there 
were numerous people who took the RECON website for 
a test drive during coffee breaks and poster sessions.    

On the same weekend as the conference, a story in the 
local newspaper was published about RECON.  A link to 
the article can be found below.  Local scientist and Direc-
tor of Research for Tarpon Unlimited, Dr. Aaron Adams 
commented, “These kinds of continuous data are pretty 

rare,” he said. “What usually happens is people take mea-
surements when they’re out on a regular basis, but not all 
the time, so you only have spot measurements. It’s like a 
single frame of a movie versus the whole movie.”  After 
this article was published, RECON’s website had a surge 
of visitors. 

To date, RECON has been deployed at five locations 
and all are streaming data to http://recon.sccf.org.  Fixed 
locations span 100 miles of the Caloosahatchee from its 
connection at Lake Okeechobee all the way to Redfish 
Pass.  A sixth installation is planned for the week of Janu-
ary 21 and we expect all seven locations to be fully opera-
tional by the time you receive this update!  

So whether you are an avid fisherman, a hobby me-
teorologist or just plain curious, you can check out water 
conditions along the River-Estuary-Coastal continuum.  
Look for exciting new changes coming to RECON’s web-
site including expanded definitions and a Recent Events 
log, where scientists interpret how our estuary responds to 
cold fronts, discharges, and other events.  SCCF Marine 
Laboratory Scientists will be using this stream of informa-
tion to enhance ongoing efforts to protect our estuary.

Follow this link for the News-Press article http://www.
news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080113/
NEWS0105/80112043/1007

Marine Laboratory
RECON Debuts to Decision-makers, Scientists and YOU!
by Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D.

A.J. collecting a water sample to validate instrument accu-
racy.

A RECON sensor ready to be deployed at Shell Point
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The gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) has been 
regulated in Florida, to varying degrees, since 1972.  Most 
of the early restrictions were based upon overconsumption 
of the species by humans.  This problem still exists today 
but most of the concern, in recent time, is related to habi-
tat loss due to development.  Coastal populations of gopher 
tortoises are the hardest hit by development.

On November 6, 2007 the gopher tortoise was uplist-
ed to a threatened species in Florida, which triggered the 
drafting of a management plan.  The previous listing as a 
Species of Special Concern entitled the tortoise to certain 
protections but those policies and regulations were insuf-
ficient with regard to the long-term survival of gopher tor-
toises in Florida.  Mandatory URTD (Upper Respiratory 
Tract Disease) testing, in order to relocate tortoises from a 
development site, caused many asymptomatic tortoises to 
be ineligible to be moved.  If the developers could relocate 
the tortoises on-site, then a “take permit” had to be ac-
quired.  A “take permit” allowed the developer or property 
owner to ignore the fact that the tortoises were present and 
they could develop the site.  Of course, there was a fee, per 
tortoise, that must be paid in order to “take” a tortoise.  
This money was used to purchase large tracts of gopher 
tortoise habitat, usually inland, and for the purposes of 
managing species.  

The third revision of the management plan was accept-
ed in September 2007.  This is not the final version of the 
management plan, as two important items are still being 
debated by stakeholders.  

First, criteria for the quality of a donor site need to be 
defined.  With the previous policies, many tortoises were 

moved to areas that were not satisfactory for their long-
term survival.  

Secondly, the cost of managing relocation sites, after 
the fact, needs to be figured into the relocation costs.  If 
these sites are not managed, the habitat will become over-
grown and the tortoises will leave the site.

Most importantly, the “take permit” and URTD test-
ing have been abolished.  Tortoises may be relocated either 
on-site or off-site.  Another beneficial change is the num-
ber or tortoises that can be relocated onto an acre of land.  
The number of tortoises that you can move to a relocation 
site has to do with the quality of the habitat. Previously, 
this was two tortoises per acre.  New regulations allow for 
higher densities of tortoises on higher quality sites.  This 
will benefit conservation land managers, developers, and 
most importantly, the tortoise.  In the right habitat, tor-
toise density can be as high as 18 or 20 per acre.

Wildlife Habitat Management
Changes in Gopher Tortoise Policy
by Chris Lechowicz, Technical Coordinator / Herpetologist   

Young gopher tortoise

Third Graders Explore SCCF’s Pick Preserve

Third graders from The Sanibel School, with Richard 
Finkel of SCCF, explored SCCF’s Pick Preserve, 
recording observations about Sanibel’s native trees.  Their 
observations will be used in a creative writing exercise in 
conjunction with the School’s Arbor Day Celebration.
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Sarah Levison and Julia Maki recently joined SCCF as interns in the Native Plant 
Nursery.  Sarah is a proud Vermonter, hailing from just outside of Burlington.  She 
graduated from Mount Holyoke College in May 2007, as an Environmental Studies 
major.  Her concentration was in Environmental Justice issues, but she also dabbled 
in ecology and the environmental sciences.  In her free time, she enjoys practicing her 
Spanish, yoga, music (either dancing or singing!), and loves any excuse to be outside.  

Julia grew up in East Longmeadow, MA and graduated in May from The College 
of the Holy Cross with a degree in Environmental Studies and Latin American Stud-
ies.  She has spent the past six summers working on two farms and really enjoys get-
ting her hands dirty in the field.  In the fall, she hopes to begin a graduate program 
in Agroecology.  For now, she’s excited to be out of New England for the winter!

Julia and Sarah’s first weekend on Sanibel took them up to help SCCF host the 
Everglades Coalition Conference at South Seas Resort, which was a great introduc-
tion to Florida environmental issues.  After their weekend of excitement, both Sarah 
and Julia are happy to be in the nursery and look forward to learning about the many 
different native plants that surround them.

Native Plant Nursery

by Jenny Evans, Nursery Manager
Periwinkle Way Planting

On Saturday, De-
cember 8, over 40 
dedicated volunteers 
from SCCF, Sanibel 
Beautification, Lions 
Club, Master Garden-
ers, and local realtors 
successfully finished 
the installation of two 
native plant gardens 
along Periwinkle Way.  
Coordinated by the 
Periwinkle Partner-
ship and staff from the 
Native Plant Nursery, 
over 500 plants were 
installed in these two 
gardens alone.

The first garden, 
located at the corner 
of Palm Ridge Road 
and Periwinkle Way, 
highlights a few rare and endangered plants, including lignum vitae, 
redberry stopper, and green thatch palm.  The second garden, found 
to the west of Mango Bay Surf Shop (on the southwest corner at 
Casa Ybel Road and Periwinkle Way) showcases silver thatch palm, 
another endangered and slow-growing plant.  Both gardens were in-
tended as areas along the bike path to stop and take a break—we 
invite you to take a rest and enjoy some wonderful examples of na-
tive landscaping!

6

Meet our new Interns

Native Plant Nursery Interns Sarah 
Levison and Julia Maki.
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You just may be, but we don’t know it. 
If you have generously remembered SCCF 
in your will, a trust document, or other 
planned giving instrustruments, we want 
to formally thank you. Bequests and other 
planned gifts are treated as future donations 
to the SCCF endowments, known to us as 
the Legacy Funds.

New endowment donors will be honored 
at the March 3 Legacy Society Dinner at the 
Sanctuary Clubhouse. If you have planned 
for SCCF to receive a future gift, please let us know by calling Cheryl Giattini at 
239-395-2768 or e-mailing her at cgiattini@attglobal.net. We’d really like you to 
join us for this very special evening.

Are you a Legacy Society Member?

Annual Fund Drive Update
If you haven’t done so already, now is the 

time to consider responding to the 2007-
2008 Annual Fund Drive. We are less than 
halfway to our $750,000 goal, and need 
everyone’s financial support in our ongoing 
efforts to preserve the land and protect the 
waters on and around Sanibel and Captiva. 

For more information about this year’s 
Fund Drive, please contact Cheryl Giattini at 
239-395-2768 or at cgiattini@attglobal.net.

More Bang for your AFD Buck    
One way to maximize the impact of your gift could be though your employer.  Does your employer have a match-

ing gift program as a benefit for the employees? 
If you’re not sure, one way to determine if there is a program though your employer is by the use of the web at 

http://www.worldvision.org/worldvision/wvususfo.nsf/stable/matching_employers
You can contact your Human Resource department, and there is also a partial list available at SCCF by contacting 

Bobbi Graves at 472-2329. 
Last year alone, one $50,000 gift turned into $100,000 by just filling out a request.  This could be a way to lever-

age your gift with minimal effort. 

Lewis, who served as SCCF's first President, gave this sculpture 
(which she had made) to friend Hanna Hilger.  Her husband, Peter 
Hilger, presented "The Bridge From Here to There" to the Foundation 
in memory of his wife and Emmy Lu Lewis.

"The Bridge from Here to There" 
by Emmy Lu Lewis
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U.S. Representative Alcee Hastings urged all the parties 
to set priorities and to balance costs with effectiveness to get 
the restoration project moving.  He cautioned against pur-
suing "Rolls-Royce projects" at the expense of scaled-back 
initiatives that would do the job.  "Congress will not provide 
the Everglades with an unaccountable blank check." 

Florida Governor Charlie Crist stated the Everglades 
restoration project is "a cause that burns in my soul."  He 
committed to call for an increase in state funding for restor-
ing the Everglades.   Last year $200 million was appropriated 
for the “northern Everglades” project  that includes projects 
to protect the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries.

Speaking about storage options and the controversy over 
aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) outlined in CERP (the 
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan), SFWMD Exec-
utive Director Carol Wehle said that instead of building all 333 
deep wells, the state will probably try to store some of the water 
on public and privately owned land by mimicking the natural 
marsh that once covered South Florida.  “That way the state 
won't have to spend a lot of money maintaining a well."

The conference was wrapped up by Senator and for-
mer Florida Governor Bob Graham who issued a home-
work assignment with a Washington and Florida focus. At 
the Washington level he encouraged grilling the presidential 
candidates on their plan to protect the Everglades, mobiliz-
ing snowbirds to reach out to legislators in their home states 
on Everglades restoration, calling for the reform of WRDA 
and getting the Everglades back on the United Nations list 
of endangered sites.  

Florida actions that he prioritized include establishing a 
constitutional successor program to Florida Forever, protect-
ing the EAA (Everglades Agricultural Area) south of Lake 
Okeechobee through designation as an Area of State Critical 
Concern, establishing a water conservation benchmark to 
develop effective water conservation programs and, finally, 
expanding the participation of business people in the cause 
of Everglades restoration.  

Speaking at the end of the conference about the Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, Nathaniel Pryor 
Reed, a Florida environmentalist, former Secretary of the 
Interior and recipient of the Everglades Coalition Hall of 
Fame Award summed up the conference with,  “Maybe we're 

dreaming, but we're not giving up on this!” 
Thanks to everyone who participated and especially to the 

Lee County Visitor and Convention Bureau staff for their sup-
port and commitment that ensured every detail was addressed!  

SCCF Identifies Project Priorities
In order to accomplish restoration and provide relief for 

the estuary and greater Everglades ecosystem we must store 
more water. We support restoration of historic floodplains 
and wetlands to keep more water on the landscape.  This 
will provide for storage, water quality treatment, restoration 
of the timing and delivery of water while providing recharge 
to the acquifer.  With limited funding it is critical that we 
prioritize and sequence projects that will allow us to restore 
the system.  We advocate the following efforts in order to 
achieve restoration goals:

Storage, Treatment and Timing:  Reflood the Kissim-
mee floodplain and wetlands to their historic extent -- rais-
ing water one foot in the Kissimmee would rehydrate the 
floodplain and provide storage for 1.5 m acre feet of water; 
Continue the Kissimmee river restoration of historic me-
anders of the river; Initiate mod waters to enable water to   
flow south out of Lake Okeechobee; Take advantage of low 
water conditions in Lake Okeechobee this year and dredge 
sediments from Lake O to keep them from re-suspending 
and discharging to the estuaries, feeding algal blooms. 

Address regulations that are not protective of water 
quality: Establish optimum instead of minimum standards; 
Replace narrative pollutant limitation standards with nu-
meric water quality standards; Change Environmental Re-
source Permits  to require adequate stormwater retention 
and restoration of wetlands to historic elevations/boundar-
ies; Eliminate statewide preemption legislation that prevents 
local governments from establishing regulations that address 
the degradation of water quality based on local conditions 
and needs; Change  land practices to prevent water quality 
degradation by establishing local regulations for:  stormwa-
ter, fertilizer, wastewater treatment operations.

Babcock Ranch Preserve Conceptual Management Plan
Public hearings on plans for the State Preserve lands, 

known as Babcock Ranch Preserve, were held in Charlotte 
and Lee Counties, November 28 and 29. The Conceptual 

Everglades Coalition Conference Awards   

As part of the conference, the Everglades Coalition recognized the contributions of five outstanding individuals 
for their efforts on behalf of Everglades restoration.  Nathaniel P. Reed was inducted into the Hall of Fame, Chris 
Belden received the James D. Webb award, Cynthia Lyn Guerra and our own Ellen W. Peterson received the John V. 
Kabler award and Paul J. Schwiep received the George M. Barley award.  More information about these individuals 
and the awards can be found on the website:  www.evergladescoalition.org

Everglades Coalition Conference
Continued from page 3

Continued on Page 12
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Wild about Cotton
One of Florida’s most historic native plants is Gossypium hirsutum, wild cotton.  

A large colony grows just past the buckthorn grove on SCCF trails.  The fiber from 
this New World species now constitutes 95% of world cotton production.  Re-
markably, wild cotton ranges from Florida across the South into Arizona through 
Mexico, Central and South America, Cuba, and even Puerto Rico.  The use of fiber 
in cloth is the most well-known use for cotton but people throughout the plant's 
range cooked and ate the seeds like peanuts, even pounding seeds into flour for 
tortillas.  In 1899, David Wesson began selling the waste from cotton gins as Wes-
son Oil, beginning the modern vegetable oil industry.  The medicinal uses of wild 
cotton are too numerous to list.  Cotton is now considered an endangered species 
in Florida due in large part to the USDA eradication progam that used “cotton 
pickers” to eradicate the wild species as a source for the boll weevil plaguing cotton 
cultivation.  Thankfully the pickers left plants behind as a form of job security.

You can learn more about "Hu-
man Uses of Florida Native 
Plants" every Tuesday at 10 a.m.  
And you can see cotton being 
spun at SCCF's Open House.

The Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation will 
hold its annual Open House on President’s Day, Monday, 
February 18, 2008 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at its Nature 
Center on Sanibel-Captiva Road.  SCCF staff and volun-
teers will have activities, displays, music, face painting and 
free refreshments for people of all ages.  It is a great op-
portunity to learn what SCCF is doing to preserve natural 
resources on both the land and water.

Don’t forget to practice your favorite animal/nature 
sounds for the fun and entertaining Nature Sounds Con-
test.  The contest begins at 11 a.m. for both young and 
seasoned animal impressionists.

“Mrs. Kate” Carpenter, folksinger, songwriter and 
storyteller will be performing her family-friendly Florida 
folk music show beginning at 12:30 p.m.  Mrs. Kate tours 
throughout the southeast, leaving a trail of smiling faces 
wherever she sings.  Using puppetry, unusual instruments 
and riveting storytelling, she captivates her audience in an 
unforgettable, interactive musical experience.

Other fun and interesting activities and displays in-
clude a demonstration of RECON – our marine lab’s water 
quality monitoring system -- live snakes, live marine and 
estuarine critters, guided trail walks and demonstrations of 
the human uses of our native plants.  We will be painting 

with natural dyes and 
spinning wild cotton!

Bring a friend 
and/or meet new ones 
at the Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foun-
dation’s Open House.  
The Nature Center is 
located one mile west 
of Tarpon Bay Road, 
on the left-hand side 
of Sanibel-Captiva 
Road.  There is no 
roadside parking per-
mitted.  If our parking 
lot is full people are 
encouraged to use the overflow parking…better yet ride on 
over by bicycle!  Hope to see you there!

Join Us at our Open House:  Celebrate 40 Years of Island Conservation
     

Mrs. Kate
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Sanibel-Captiva
Conservation
Foundation

February 2008 Program Schedule 

birding at the preserves
When: Friday, February 8, 15, 22, 29 at 8 a.m.
Where: February 8 at Pick Preserve 
 February 15 at Sanibel Gardens Preserve 
 February 22 at Gulf Ridge/Wulfert Preserves
 February 29 at West Sanibel River Preserve
Fee: Free to members and non-members
Join experienced birders on weekly outings to preserves 
owned and managed by the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation 
Foundation.  Both new and experienced birders will enjoy 
a variety of birds in a diversity of wildlife habitat.  Botany 
enthusiasts are also welcome to help identify plants along 
the trails.  All walks begin at 8 a.m, but the locations do 
vary
Pick Preserve:  Located across Sanibel-Captiva Road from 
the Recreation Center and The Sanibel School.  Meet in 
the parking lot at the Recreation Center. Park at the end 
near the ball fields.
Sanibel Gardens Preserve:  Enter Island Inn Road from 
Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of the road near 
the trailhead or enter Island Inn Road from West Gulf 
Drive, park near road barrier and walk to trailhead.
Gulf Ridge/Wulfert Preserves:  Meet at SCCF at 7:45 a.m. 
to carpool as parking is very limited. 
West Sanibel River Preserve:  Meet at the Legion (located at 
the "s" curve on Sanibel-Captiva Road) at 8 a.m.

bUck key kayaking adventUre
When: Friday, February 22 at 10 a.m.
Where: Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located at  
 McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva
Fee: $45/person; reservations required; call 472-2329
We will paddle in the vicinity of Buck Key, just off 
Captiva, discussing the ecology of the back bay estuary 
and the work of SCCF's Marine Lab.  The $45/person fee 
will help fund SCCF's school field trip program. Space 
is limited so reservations are required.  Reservations and 
additional information can be obtained by calling the 
Conservation Foundation at 472-2329

bUtterFly hoUse toUrs
When: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.
Where: Butterfly House
Fee: $1 donation
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior 
of butterflies. The house is also open to visitors without 
a guide. 

dolphin and WildliFe adventUre crUises
When:  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound; departs McCarthy’s Marina, 
 Captiva
Fee: $20/adult, $12.50/children;
 Reservations required, call 472-5300
Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Island 
Sound.

gator tales
When:  Wednesday, February 13 & 27 from 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Where:  Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free to members and non-members
The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. Flor-
ida’s history of gators and humans is closely intertwined. 
Learn about these fascinating creatures and what we must 
do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.

hUMan Uses oF Florida native plants
When:  Tuesday, 10 a.m.
Where:  Nature Center
Fee: Free to members and children, $5 for non-members
Tours of the Ethnobotany Garden are offered every Tues-
day at 10 a.m. (starting on January 8).  Learn about the 
use of Florida native plants for food, shelter, medicine and 
art by cultures -- past and present -- that used them.  Pause 
in the Teaching Shelter, where you can watch as baskets 
are made from native plants.

native plant class & garden toUr
When:  Wednesday, February 20 at 10 a.m. - noon
Where: Meet at the Nature Center to carpool to the garden
Fee: Free to members, $5 for non-members; 
 call Dee at 472-2329 for more information
Would you like to see how other people “landscape for wild-
life” with Florida’s native plants? Join the Foundation for 
a native garden tour and you might get ideas for your own 
landscape.

otters & others: liFe along oUr trails
When: Guided trail walks at 10 a.m. & 2 p.m., Mon - Fri    
Where: Meet at Nature Center and proceed to trails
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers
Guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habi-
tats, natural and cultural history, and preservation efforts. 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1	mile	west	of	Tarpon	Bay	Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329; Nursery (239) 472-1932

Marine Laboratory (239) 395-4617  
Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Hours: Open 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon. through Fri. 
Native Plant Nursery: Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. through Fri.
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National Slide Guitar Champion 
Kraig Kenning will be performing at 
SCCF on Friday, February 22 at 7 
p.m.  Tickets are $10; advance reserva-
tions are requested.  Please call SCCF 
at 472-2329.

Kenning, an Americana / Folk 
Rock / Blues singer-songwriter, and 
National Slide Guitar Champion from 
Chicago, has sold over 70,000 CDs 
from the stage without a record deal.  
Kenning plays from the heart and 
manages to leave every audience feel-
ing like they've just spent some quality 
time with an old friend. 

Touring the past 20 years, he has 
evoked comparisons to inspirations 
such as Dylan, Clapton, Cockburn, 
Hedges, and Kottke.

"There is an exchange at a spiritual 
level in a great performance," he says. 
"My goal is to journey with all my listen-
ers to this magical place." Together with 
his trademark dobro and passionate lyr-

ics, Kraig reminds us just how personal--
and potent--original music can be. 

Chicago Tribune reviewer Dan 
Kening (no relation) notes that "Ken-
ning's deft finger picking and slide 
work on acoustic and steel resonator 
guitar is truly impressive, but so is his 
flair for crafting intelligent, heartfelt 
lyrics and memorable melodies. Call 
his style laid-back music played with a 
burning passion." 

A Kenning show is like a circle of 
energy, and "I can feel the music move 
through me to my audience and then 
back again." 

At National Guitar's 1st Annual 
Slide Competition, Kraig took first 
place honors as Best Unsigned Artist. 
He has opened for Mick Taylor of the 
Rolling Stones, and slide guitar master 
Sonny Landreth; and he has shared line-
ups with club and folk series favorites 
such as John Gorka and Patti Larkin. 
His skills have also found a rewarding 

second home in the blues arena as part 
of an acoustic duo with noted bluesman 
Steve Arvey. It's a pairing that not only 
swept crowds off their feet at Chicago's 
renowned annual Blues Fest, but also 
resulted in critical praise and worldwide 
airplay for their collaborative "Pass the 
Hat" CD. According to Blues Review 
Magazine, "The vocals are sincere and 
pure while the strumming, slide and 
pickin' are top-shelf." 

resident environMental overvieW
When: Monday, February 11, 2 - 5:30 p.m..
Where: Starts at the Nature Center and concludes on 
 Captiva at McCarthy's Marina.  Reservations 
 required.
Learn about the history of the islands at a class offered 
to residents and those who work on the islands free of 
charge; others will be charged $20 per person. Reserva-
tions required. Call 472-2329.  

stars over sanibel
When: Wednesday, February 6, 13, 20, 27 at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Meet on the Nature Center porch, proceed to trails. 
Fee: $5/adult; $2/child
Indulge your natural curiosity about the mysteries of the 
universe as we discuss constellations, our solar system, and 
distant stars within the Milky Way galaxy.

tUrtle tracks
When: Thursdays at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet at the Nature Center for a trip to a beach
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers, 
 beach parking fee $2/hour
Learn about the life cycles and habits of the sea turtles that 
nest on our beaches, as well as other local marine life.

Wading trip
When: Saturday, Feb. 9 and Wednesday, Feb. 27  at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet in auditorium of the Nature Center and 
 travel to nearby beach (to be determined)

Fee: Members and children under 17 free; 
 $5 for nonmembers.  Call 472-2329 for 
 reservations.  Reservations are required.
Explore underwater wonders with a guide from SCCF. You 
will see critters up close and learn about marine and estua-
rine ecology. We also discuss what is being done to research 
and protect the waters surrounding the islands. Bring old 
clothes and/or a bathing suit, closed-toe water shoes, a hat, 
sunglasses, sunscreen and a towel. Reservations are required. 
Call 472-2329 to register and for directions.

Water 101
When: Friday, February 22 at 10 a.m.
Where: Nature Center
Fee: Free to members and nonmembers. 
This is an overview of how the "plumbing" of South Florida 
waters works.  From Orlando to Florida Bay, the program 
describes how the Caloosahatchee and Pine Island Sound fit 
in the picture.

Weeds 'n' seeds
When: Mondays at 8:45 a.m.
Where: Meet on the porch at the Nature Center
Fee: Free but donations are welcome 
Join this group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  The group will 
travel for walks at various locations, which last for about 
two hours and are guided by a leader with a plant list.

Special Event:  An Evening with Kraig Kenning

Guitarist Kraig Kenning will be per-
forming at SCCF on February 22.
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NaTURE CENTER
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd.

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Rd.)
(239) 472-2329

www.sccf.org

Nature Center Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
October	through	May

Open	8:30	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	
June through September

Saturdays
Open	10	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	

December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

from December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Call	(239)	472-1932
for information.

Trails, Education Center, 
Nature	Shop	&	Bookstore:	
$3/adult,	children	under	17	

free, members free.
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PaID
PERMIT	NO.	2
SANIBEL,	FL

Sanibel-Captiva
Conservation
Foundation

Printed	on	
Recycled	Paper

Nesting Boxes

Now is the time to install 
nest boxes for the spring 
nesting of Great Crest-
ed Flycatchers, Screech 
Owls and Woodpeckers.  
The boxes are avail-
able in the Native Plant 
Nursery.

Everglades Coalition Conference
Continued from page 8
Management Plan is designed to specify how the public lands of the ranch preserve will be 
managed.  Details range from land and wildlife management to public access and recre-
ational opportunities. The state hired Pandion Systems, Inc., as the contractor to compile 
the report and conduct public meetings.  A copy of the plan is available on the policy page 
of our website for your review, http://www.sccf.org/current_policy_issues.htm.

The next draft of the plan is scheduled to be posted on February 18, 2008 and pub-
lic hearings are scheduled before the Lee and Charlotte Commissions on February 26, 
2008.  This meeting will be our last local opportunity to comment.  After that a final 
draft will be presented in Tallahassee to the Acquisition and Restoration Council before 
going to the Board of Trustees for approval.



SCCF Native Plant Nursery Celebrates 30 Years
SCCF is celebrating several an-

niversaries this year:  the 40th Anni-
versary of SCCF's incorporation was 
on October 31, 2007.  The Nature 
Center on San-Cap Road was added 
30 years ago.  And the Native Plant 
Nursery was established 30 years 
ago, as well.  

In 1978, Norma Jeanne Byrd was 
hired on a two-month grant to help 
establish a native plant research and 
education facility and -- with the help 
of about 25 volunteers -- the nursery 
took root and blossomed.   

Research was conducted on ten 
major species, with experiments in 
seed treatments, fertilizer response 
and the timing of seed collection.  The 
Foundation held a very successful na-
tive plant workshop, where the newly 
acquired knowledge was shared.  That 
first workshop prompted several state 
parks to set up their own nurseries.

A second workshop, held at Rol-
lins College, drew participants from 
around the state.  At that workshop, 
Byrd and SCCF's Administrative Di-
rector, Richard Workman planted the 
idea of the formation of a Native Plant 
Society for Florida.  It became the first 
Native Plant Society in the country.

State-level recognition for the 
work of SCCF's new nursery came 
when Byrd won the Florida Wild-
life Federation Forest Conservation 
Award for her work at the Native 
Plant Nursery in July 1979.

For more on the work of the 
Nursery, see Page 9.
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The Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation 

is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to preserving natural 

resources and wildlife habitat  on 
and around Sanibel and Captiva 

through:
   

•	 Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•	 Landscaping	for	Wildlife
•		 Marine	Research
•		 Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management
   

For more information
or to make program reservations, 

contact us at:
Tel. (239) 472-2329

Website: www.sccf.org

   

Board of Trustees
2007 - 2008

Paul	Roth
President

Wally	Kain
Vice President

Bruce	Rogers
Secretary

Ron	Gibson
Treasurer

   

Bill Fenniman
Jim	Haggart

Gwenda	Hiett-Clements
John	La	Gorce

Tom Lagan
David Lowden
Jack Thomas
Linda Uhler

Barbara	Von	Harten
Nanelle	Wehman
Art	Weissbach

  

Member Update Contributors
Kristie	Anders
Marti	Bryant
Jenny	Evans
Richard	Finkel
Brad	Klement 
Erick Lindblad
Karen	Nelson

Dee	Serage-Century 
Brad Smith

Melissa	Upton 
Rae	Ann	Wessel

Carol Zell
2

Marine Laboratory
Studying Drift Algae

The Marine Laboratory is participating in 
a region-wide, multi-agency study initiated by 
the City of Sanibel and Lee County to exam-
ine the sources and eventual destinations of 
nutrients linked to the presence of nuisance 
drift macroalgae like what we saw on Sanibel’s 
beaches in recent years. Our partners in this 
effort include faculty members from Florida 
Gulf Coast University -- who will be taking 
the lead in this study -- and the University of 
Miami, among others. Their expertise on nu-
trient dynamics, physical oceanography and 
biology will be combined with SCCF taking 
on much of the field work.

As we prepare to begin the study, I have 
started walking Sanibel beaches to collect 
drift algae as it washes ashore. While the 
study itself calls for diving expeditions to vari-
ous locations off  Sanibel, Captiva and Estero 
Islands, these preliminary beach walks being 
conducted at two sites serve several purpos-
es. They allow us to get a jump on tracking 
seasonal changes in species composition and 
to develop a reference collection.  As water 
temperature and other water quality param-
eters change with the seasons, so generally do 
the predominant  species of drift macroalgae 
present in our local waters.  In fact, it is not 
uncommon to experience periods when spe-
cies of brown or green algae are observed at 
equal or greater densities than that of the 
reds we have become accustomed to seeing in 
large numbers.

The proposed research has several com-
ponents.  Scientists at FGCU will be con-
ducting intensive surveys of beached drift 
algae as well as decomposition experiments 
designed to find out what happens to the 
algae once it reaches the shore.  Researchers 
will be coordinating with the City of Sani-
bel Public Works Department and various 
beachfront resorts to complete the surveys 
and will be basing their methods on sur-
veying methods already established by Lee 
County and the City of Sanibel.

Finally, these beach walks will serve to 
immediately alert us to any major deposi-
tional events, should they occur.  Recording 

the characteristics of these events will become 
increasingly important as we determine the 
potential sources of nutrients, where algae 
are most common and still attached offshore, 
and causes of their rapid growth offshore. 
Taking note of the intensity and duration 
of a drift algal event as well as the weather 
and other factors, will hopefully allow us to 
optimally time and coordinate SCCF’s field 
efforts with the other scientists involved to 
better pinpoint drift algal sources and related 
consequences.

- by Brad Klement, Staff Scientist

Other ongoing Lab Projects
The Lab is working on a number of proj-

ects, and the knowledge gained will be used 
to provide better guidance for management 
decisions and restoration of impacted habi-
tats.  For instance, the Vallisneria americana 
project will be used to determine what factors 
in addition to salinity must be taken into ac-
count in formulating schedules for the release 
of water from Lake Okeechobee.

•	 Vallisneria americana  - The experiment 
measures growth and photosynthetic rate 
of tapegrass at two salinities, a variety of 
light levels and six different temperatures 
in order to determine the relationship 
between environmental parameters and 
plant photosynthesis and growth. 

•	 Seagrasses  - SCCF has been monitoring 
seagrasses from near Beautiful Island in 
the Caloosahatchee to San Carlos Bay 
since 2004 in a project designed to de-
tect changes in seagrass health and cover-

We are keeping a record of the diversity of algal 
species present on the beaches, as well as estab-
lishing an algal reference collection.



3

age.  Models are being developed 
to predict seagrass response to 
changes in salinity, water clarity, 
and temperature.

•	 Clam Bayou - Lab researchers char-
acterized mangrove, fish, and sea-
grass communities in Clam Bayou 
before the 2006 construction of the 
box culvert to provide benchmarks 
for measuring restoration success. 
Work continues to re-establish the 
red mangrove community.

•	 Mangrove Restoration at Shell 
Point - A large mangrove die-off 
area was targeted for a demonstra-
tion of new restoration techniques. 

•	 Ecological and Geographical Ex-
tent of Lake Okeechobee Releases 
to the Caloosahatchee Estuary 
- After above-average hurricane 
activity and rainfall in 2005 and 

2006, research was conducted to 
determine whether releases were 
responsible for light limitation in 
seagrass populations. 

•	 Macroalgae and seagrass monitoring 
during spring and summer of 2006 - 
In this study of reduced seagrass cov-
erage and increased algal biomass, it 
was found that light attenuation un-
derneath dense algal mats averaged 
less than 7% of surface irradiance, 
which is below the level required by 
seagrasses for growth.

•	 Repair and Maintenance of Sea-
grass Meadows in Charlotte Har-
bor - Propeller scarring of seagrass 
beds is a widespread problem in 
Charlotte Harbor.  New techniques 
for restoration of these propeller 
scars were monitored to determine 
feasibility of prop scar restoration.

•	 Identification of Microbes Criti-
cal to the Enhancement of Seagrass 
Restoration - A greenhouse experi-
ment was designed to repeat an 
experiment in the field, compar-
ing survival rates of untransplanted 
seagrasses, seagrasses transplanted 
in native soils and seagrasses trans-
planted with autoclaved sediments.

Collecting sediment samples from sea-
grass rhizomes.

SCCF RECON (River, Estuary & Coastal Observing Nertwork) sensor readings in early February.  The deployment of the net-
work of seven sensors (including obtaining permission to deploy on and around docks and Coast Guard channel markers) over 
the almost-100-mile network is nearly complete.  Five sensors are currently up on the RECON website and two more are ready 
for field trials.  For current readings, visit www.sccf.org.

Sample web page
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Natural Resource Policy
by Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

The Natural Resource Policy department fulfills the 
Foundation’s advocacy role for natural resource protection,  
bringing the Foundation’s science and research to bear on 
the development of natural resource policy.  SCCF’s policy 
efforts link island-based concerns about water quality, nat-
ural resources and growth management to regulatory and 
restoration efforts at the regional, state and federal levels.  

The goal this active participation by the policy department 
is  to improve water quality, better manage wildlife and 
habitats, and promote balanced growth management.

Water Issues
Our most visible and pressing issues over the last sev-

eral years have revolved around the condition of and efforts 
to improve water quality.  These efforts extend all the way 
to Tallahassee and Washington D.C.  

Island-based efforts to improve the quality of our 
coastal waters are limited by our location at the conflu-
ence of the Caloosahatchee and Gulf of Mexico.  Indeed, 
our local water conditions and quality are influenced by 
the upstream watershed and operation  and function of the 

Greater Everglades Ecosystem
•	 Lake Okeechobee Regulation Schedule Study (LORSS) 

- The lake regulation schedule is used by the Corps of 
Engineers to manage lake levels and determine when 
water is released from the lake to the Caloosahatchee, 
St. Lucie and south. The damage to the estuaries caused 
by the water releases prompted review of the current 

schedule.  An interim schedule is expected to be in ef-
fect until 2010 when a new schedule will be evaluated 
and implemented.

•	 Lake Okeechobee Protection Plan (LOPP) - The plan 
was developed to identify strategies to reduce phospho-
rus loading to the lake and to meet the Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) targets. 

A Glossary of Program Participation      
Tracking issues through an alphabet soup of acronyms can be confusing.  Below is a listing of some of the programs 
our policy department is actively engaged with:

Base map from Google Earth

Map showing locations of the Caloosahatchee West Basin Storage Reservoir, the Nitrogen Treatment Area and the historic Lakes 
Flirt, Bonnet and Hicpochee.

Area enlarged below 
to show more detail

4

11,000-acre Caloosahatchee 
West Basin Storage Reservoir 
(the C-43 Reservoir)

1,770-acre Nitrogen 
Treatment Area

Lake HicpocheeCaloosahatchee River

Lake O

Lake Flirt (left) and Lake Bonnet 
(right) with the marsh area that 
historically connected them.
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greater Everglades ecosystem, which covers one third of the 
State of Florida.  We are actively engaged with the programs 
outlined in the boxes below, working to contribute a west 
coast perspective, build consensus on solutions, provide 
public comment and educate our members and commu-
nity through public outreach and presentations.  These are 
part of our overall goal of getting more residents involved.  

Land Use Issues
Harbour Pointe, Captiva – We continue our fight to 

prevent development of five acres of black mangrove ba-
sin forest next to South Seas Resort by Mariner Properties.  
Our battle continues as Lee County revisits the newest plan 
and the Corps of Engineers begins its review.    

Babcock Ranch – We have been following public meet-
ings in Charlotte and Lee Counties for past two years, pro-
viding written and oral testimony on comp plan changes, 
development standards, water use and quality, water priva-
tization, water flows, legislative authorization and man-

agement agreements, public lands management and recre-
ational uses.

Phosphate – We are advocating issues with Sarasota, Char-
lotte and Lee counties, attending public meetings, and provid-
ing oral and written comments to protect water resources in 
the Charlotte Harbour estuary and coastal waters.

2008 Legislative Session
Dept. of Community Affairs Legislation – DCA is pro-

posing several initiatives for the 2008 legislative session that 
we will be tracking including Everglades protection, coastal 
management and citizens planning bill of rights.

Preemption Legislation - Three proposals are expected 
to be brought forward for preemption legislation this ses-
sion:  fertilizer, wetlands and mining.  We took a hard stand 
last legislative session and succeeded in preventing “one size 
fits all” regulation.  We will be watching and speaking out 
against such legislation this session as well. 

It promises to be a busy legislative session!  I welcome your 
thoughts and questions, contact me at rawessel@sccf.org.

•	 Lake O Tributary TMDL – The Federal Clean Water 
Act requires states to establish a load calculation for a 
variety of water quality pollutants. These levels identify 
the maximum amount of degradation a water body can 
receive and still meet water quality standards.    

•	 Lake Okeechobee & Estuary Recovery  (LOER) - LOER 
is a plan developed to help restore the ecological health 
of Lake Okeechobee and the St. Lucie and Caloosa-
hatchee Estuaries.  

•	 Southern flowway/Conveyance – A critical element 
to reducing excess water flows out of Lake O into the 
Caloosahatchee and St Lucie is restoration of historic 
flows south out of the lake.  A portion of the 700,000 
acres south of the lake that were part of the original Ev-
erglades is today in agricultural production and known 
as the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA).  Before a 
conveyance south out of the lake can be established, 

changes must be made to restore water quality and 
delivery to Everglades National Park.  A part of that 
includes elevating a section of Tamiami Trail, which 
currently acts as a dam to water flowing south and im-
plementation of the C-111 spreader project to restore 
flows to Florida Bay. 

Caloosahatchee Ecosystem
•	 Caloosahatchee West Basin Storage Reservoir (for-

merly called C-43 Reservoir) - (C-43 is what the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and the South Florida Water 
Management District call the Caloosahatchee River:  
Canal 43)  A response to the excess flows from high 
water conditions in Lake O, this 11,000-acre Hendry 
County reservoir is proposed to capture and hold ex-
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A closer look at the ancient bed of Lake Hicpochee, with the 
channelized Caloosahatchee running through it.

Courtesy of Sierra Club

Artist's rendering of the Everglades Skyway, which would raise 
the roadway to allow water to flow beneath U.S. 41.

Continued on Page 6
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Policy
Continued from page 5

cess water to provide a more natural 
timing and volume of freshwater re-
leases to the estuary.  Unfortunately, 
it will not come close to providing 
the needed storage during heavy rain 
years.  Test cells that were construct-
ed for testing the operation have 
proven to be algae incubators, with 
no way to clean water before it is re-
leased.  Since construction was first 
proposed, Caloosahatchee stake-
holders have been asking for a water 
treatment area that would clean the 
water before releasing it back into the river. 

•	 Caloosahatchee River Watershed Protection Plan (CR-
WPP) - Modeled after the LOPP for restoring and 
protecting the watershed, this legislated plan expands 
the restoration effort north, west and east of Lake O 
to cover the Kissimmee watershed and Caloosahatchee 
and St. Lucie estuaries.

•	 Caloosahatchee Tidal TMDL development - Expedited 
as a result of a lawsuit by Earthjustice the State has fast-
tracked TMDL development for the tidal portion only 
of the Caloosahatchee to establish maximum limits for 
nutrients.

•	 Nitrogen Treatment Area – The first project under the 
Northern Everglades plan, this 1,770-acre area was 
purchased in partnership with Lee County to provide 
a water quality treatment area specifically for removal  
of nitrogen from river water.  The property was select-
ed because it is bordered on both sides by agricultural 
ditches.  The site is located 13 miles upstream of the 
proposed C-43 reservoir so it is not clear how the water 
treatment area will interact with the reservoir.   Con-
struction of the treatment system is estimated to cost 
$150 million.  

•	 Lake Hicpochee and Lake Flirt storage flowway – These 
historic lakes were integral parts of the storage and 
conveyance of water between Lake Okeechobee and 
the Caloosahatchee before the 1881 dredging drained 
them.  Vestiges of these basins are still present, unde-
veloped  and visible on aerial photos today.  For the 
past 10 years we have been advocating the reflooding 
of these historic water bodies for storage and treatment 
of lake and river water in the Caloosahatchee basin.

•	 Southwest Florida Feasibility Study (SWFFS) - When 
CERP was proposed it did not include any projects 
west of Lake O.  This study was created to identify 
southwest Florida water resources in Glades, Hendry, 

Collier and Lee Counties to evaluate 
their conditions and develop potential 
solutions.  

Water regulation/legislation
•	 Lower West Coast Watershed Sub-
committee - This subcommittee of the 
Southwest Florida Regional Planning 
Council is working on a series of wa-
tershed initiatives including fertilizer 
formulation and regulation, waste-
water plant discharges, septic systems 

and stormwater, designed to improve our management 
of water quality in the basin.  

•	 Statewide Fertilizer Ordinance – A Statewide Con-
sumer Fertilizer Task Force has been working to modify 
fertilizer formulations and application guidelines for use 
statewide. We have been working to strengthen the regu-
lations to make them more protective of water quality 
and free of pre-emption language.

•	 Designated Uses – A DEP proposal to change the clas-
sification system of Florida’s recreational waters from 1 
to 3 categories. The current fishable/swimmable water 
quality standard for recreational waters would be ex-
panded to include two additional, degraded standards:  
splashable/fishable and unfishable/unswimmable.  If 
approved, this change would allow lower water qual-
ity standards in recreational waters. These changes were 
envisioned as a “solution” to a problem in Tallahassee 
with a creek that has been converted to a stormwater 
ditch and to address low dissolved oxygen in blackwater 
creeks.  Instead, it has underscored the fact that “one 
size fits all” regulation for a state as diverse as Florida is 
irresponsible.  We are actively opposing the proposed 
changes. 

•	 Statewide Stormwater Rule - A statewide rule to re-
quire  longer retention and better treatment of water 
that washes off the landscape before it flows into sur-
face waters.  We will be tracking the development and 
working to seek the strongest protections from the 
number one pollutant source in Florida, stormwater.  
We are watching this legislative session for bills that 
may address stormwater regulation.

•	 Pollutant Credit Trading Bill - We are watching this 
legislative session for proposals from both DEP and 
industry regarding this “mitigation banking” proposal 
for pollution.  Seen as a way to more “efficiently” reach 
water quality goals similar to trading CO2 or Green 
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Key to Everglades restoration is a 
southern Flowway from the lake.
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The era of big exotic removal is com-
ing to an end on Sanibel.  Through over 
twelve years of intensive restoration ef-
forts, nearly all of the Island’s 6,500 acres 
of conservation lands are effectively free 
of the dominating effects of either Bra-
zilian pepper or Australian pine.

While these exotic problems were 
very visible, our Island ecosystem was 
also suffering from other maladies. Mos-
quito control efforts in the early 1950s 
greatly altered the natural hydrology of 
our interior wetlands by lowering stand-
ing water levels and channelizing what 
remained.  Water quality was also on 
the decline.  As more and more homes 
were built on the margins of our wet-
lands, nutrients from septic tanks and 
lawn fertilizers began to overload the 
system. Both lowered water levels and 
high nutrients encouraged the growth 
of cattails and shrubs like saltbush and 
willows, as well as Brazilian pepper.

Restoring the hydrology to historic 
conditions was not possible.  Develop-
ment along the beachfront prevented 
the tidal connection that once existed 
periodically between the Gulf of Mex-
ico and Sanibel’s interior wetlands.  
However, it was possible was to raise 
the water to levels closer to the historic 
levels.  This was accomplished in 1995 
with the construction of new weirs 
at Tarpon Bay and at Beach Road. 

In addition, many of the ditches left 
by mosquito control have been filled, 
returning the water to the surface in 
shallow sheets.

Restoration of more natural levels 
of nutrients has only recently begun 
with the creation of a new sewer sys-
tem and the adoption of restrictions 
on fertilizer use.  The effects of these 
changes will not be apparent for some 
time to come as the system is heavily 
loaded at this point. In time however, 

Wildlife Habitat Management
Past, Present and Future of Restoration on Sanibel
by Brad Smith, Wildlife Habitat Management Director  

The prescribed burn photo was taken during a Center Tract burn several years ago; 
the following rainy season brought an increase in wading birds to the newly cleared 
swale.  Diversity in vegetation brings diversity in wildlife.  Having different stages 
of density of spartina allows other herbaceous plants to take root.  It’s more produc-
tive and allows more light in the water column, which increases the diversity of fish 
and aquatic invertebrates, which then brings in more wading birds.

Before-and-after photos of Frannie's Preserve taken at the same location, photographed 
on July 6, 2000 after the clearing of invasives, and again on January 24, 2006. Continued on Page 8
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Spring Almanac
by Kristie Anders, Education Director

Wildlife Habitat Management
Continued from page 7
many species adapted to poor nutrient conditions will be 
relieved of much of the competition from more aggressive 
plant species.  Relief from high nutrient levels should also 
improve conditions for fish.  High nutrient levels encour-
age algal blooms which can ultimately create anoxic condi-
tions in the water and result in fish die-offs. 

These past and present efforts at restoration have been 
critical to the recovery of biodiversity on Sanibel but there 
is more to be done.  New challenges include the residual ef-
fects of invasive plant domination and subsequent removal 
projects; and the absence of fire.

While occasional prescribed fires have been conducted 
over the last several years, fires need to be conducted on a 
much larger scale in order to restore and maintain grass-
land communities.  Prescribed burns help to recycle nutri-
ents and to limit competition from shrubs and trees.

In recent years we have made great improvements to 
our system of fire lines around the Island.  These improve-
ments will give us greater flexibility to safely conduct burns 
on conservation lands.  Of the approximately 2,400 acres of 
interior wetlands, we need to burn around 300 acres each 
year to restore and maintain.  Looking ahead, we will con-
tinue to improve our fire lines and better our preparedness 
through training and equipment so that when the weather 

is right, we will be able to safely conduct a burn.
The removal of Brazilian pepper and Australian pines 

has largely been accomplished through the use of heavy 
equipment to clear the land.  This resulted in much distur-
bance to the soil.  Following the clearing, the wetland areas 
of our conservation lands recovered quickly:  within four or 
five years, these areas closely resemble the vegetation com-
munities that were displaced by the non-native vegetation. 

However, in upland and transitionally wet areas, weedy 
species such as dog fennel ragweed, beggar ticks, and nut 
sedges persist for many years. Historically these areas sup-
ported a great variety of grasses and forbs (herbaceous non-
grasses). Without further restoration efforts, these commu-
nities are not likely to return. Our next major restoration 
efforts will be focused on restoring these herbaceous upland 
and transitionally wet communities.

In all, great strides have been made toward the pres-
ervation and restoration of Sanibel’s ecosystem. We have 
ensured that nature in some form will persist here for many 
years to come. Now is the time we can shape that form to 
maximize the potential of this island to enhance the great-
er south Florida ecosystem and provide a place of unique 
beauty and biodiversity.

Yes. It’s spring, the sea grapes leaves have begun to fall.
One of my favorite memories of a south Florida spring was as a 

park ranger in Everglades National Park.  I took daily walks on the 
boardwalk over the Taylor Slough. In March, I would watch male 
anhingas wave their wings and flick their S-curved neck forward 
and back. The turquoise eye ring brought out the twinkle in their 
eyes. All dressed up and dancing, the males then brought flowers to 
their potential mates. From an admittedly anthropomorphic view-
point, the ritual branches of willow demonstrated that the guys 
were willing to settle down. I haven’t been back lately to see if 
that rookery is still there, 30 feet from spectators and yet secure, 
perched in the willow trees, and surrounded by a watery moat of 
gators, grasses and snakes.

For me, there are two notable hallmarks of spring:  most white 
pelicans have begun their journey north and west by early March; 
and, after a winter molt, the loons have grown back their plumage 
for their northerly flight.

Tiny warblers, weighing less than two dimes, make heroic 
flights across the Gulf of Mexico, sometimes dense flocks, 10,000 
in a square mile. The magnitude of this migration is be seen 
nightly on Key West‘s Doppler radar during both the spring and 
fall movements. 

Local egrets and herons are strutting in their 
breeding finery -- aigrettes, distinctive eye rings -- 
and an intensification of leg and beak coloration. 

Most of our local nesting birds will have their 
young fledged before the season’s temperature be-
gins to rise. 

It’s definitely spring.
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The staff of the Native Plant Nursery is often amazed 
at how many island residents did not know of the Native 
Plant Nursery’s existence, until they just happened upon 
us while driving down Sanibel-Captiva Road.  For those of 
you who are unfamiliar with the nursery and its services, 
here’s what we can offer to you and your landscaping.

•   Over 100 species of native Florida plants to buy! 
Our selection of plants includes trees, shrubs, ground-
covers, and wildflowers appropriate to our island set-
tings.  We are open to the public Monday to Friday, 8:30 
a.m.-5 p.m., and Saturdays (December through April), 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.  We are more than happy to assist you 
in selecting plants appropriate for your yard and giving 
advice on how to care for your native Florida plants.  
We also offer free delivery to Sanibel and Captiva on 
purchases over $50.

•   Advice on environmentally friendly gardening practices
We are happy to identify both plants and pests, and 
provide information on dealing with those pests in an 
environmentally friendly manner.  We also sell organi-
cally based insecticides, as well as Florimulch, which is 
mulch derived from the invasive melaleuca tree.  Addi-
tionally, we give advice on ways to encourage wildlife in 
your yard, reduce water use, and how to garden without 
negatively impacting our island and local waterways.

•   Landscaping for Wildlife housecalls
Do you want to attract birds and butterflies to your 
yard?  A family membership with SCCF entitles you 
to a personal home visit from one of our nursery staff.  
We are happy to take a look at your yard and give you 
recommendations on what plants are most appropriate 
for your property.

•   Design and installation of Florida native plants
Are you unsure of where to place that plant?  We now 
offer design and installation services for your purchas-
es from the nursery.  We are happy to assist in digging 
holes and making sure that your landscape is planted 
with nature in mind.

•   Discounts to SCCF members and landscapers
Membership certainly has its benefits!  We now offer a 

10% discount to SCCF members.  Landscapers with a 
Sanibel competency card also receive a 20% discount.

•   Support the mission of SCCF
All purchases from the Native Plant Nursery support 
SCCF and its mission to preserve the natural resources 
and wildlife habitat on and around Sanibel and Captiva 
Islands.  We sincerely appreciate our customers support 
as SCCF celebrates its 40th anniversary and the nursery 
passes its 30-year mark!

Native Plant Nursery

by Jenny Evans, Nursery Manager
There’s a Nursery on Sanibel?

See Page 13 for info on a demonstration on 
making paints from native plant dyes.

Gaillardia, available in the Native Plant Nursery
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When my husband, Peter and I first moved to Sani-
bel from Southern California in late 2005, I had no idea 
the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation would be-
come such an integral part of our island life. Our newly 
constructed home on East Gulf Drive was surrounded 
by over a half-acre of protected jungle habitat that was 
quickly closing in on us. We had no idea what was what. 
Everything green looked alike and it was growing a foot a 
day in all directions! About all we could identify were the 
cabbage palms, sea grapes and the gopher tortoise hole. 
We needed help and we needed it fast!

In the local newspaper, I saw an item advertising that 
an SCCF staff member would visit our home and help 
us to create a landscape plan featuring all native plants. 
In California, we had a perfectly manicured half-acre 
(our Bermuda lawn was over 14,000 square feet and our 
monthly water bill to keep it green was almost as big as 
our mortgage!). We were definitely ready for a change.

SCCF Landscaping for Wildlife Educator, Dee Se-
rage-Century, soon had us on track. She pointed out the 
native and the invasive, non-native plants on our property 
as we waded and hacked through the jungle. Dee talked 
about identifying “islands” of trees and plants, mulching 
these islands and then “containing the edges.” According 
to Dee, that was about all there was to it. Mother Nature 
would handle everything else. 

Dee encouraged us to become members of SCCF and 
visit the Nature Center to learn more about the island’s 
flora and fauna. A $50 family membership, we soon dis-
covered, was a bargain because SCCF offered such a va-
riety of fun, educational programs and special member 
events. 

 I met Jenny Evans, SCCF Native Plant Nursery 
Manager, and became a Tuesday volunteer, learning how 
to propagate native plants from seeds and cuttings. I’m 
also identifying dozens of native plants and trees and have 
learned about their growing habits. Best of all, I’m enjoy-
ing the camaraderie of new “green thumb” friends.

I had always wanted to be a “turtle walker,” helping 
monitor the nests on the east end of the island during 
the sea turtle nesting season. Since SCCF oversees the 
program, I didn’t have far to go to sign up, and it has 
been one of my most rewarding activities. I have observed 
and participated in nest digs and helped the tiny straggler 
hatchlings race to the Gulf. This year, Peter and I joined a 
group outing to Juno Beach led by Kristie Anders, SCCF 
Education Director, to watch Loggerhead turtles “up 

close and personal” as they emerged from the ocean in 
the darkness of night, crawled up past the high tide line, 
dug their nests and deposited their eggs.     

Through my friend, Joan Rogers, I discovered volun-
teer opportunities working at the Nature Center Gift Shop 
and helping with SCCF’s newsletter mailings. Again, I 
met more like-minded islanders who love Sanibel and are 
working to “keep Sanibel SANIBEL.”

The various member programs and activities are what 
makes an SCCF membership so rewarding and enjoyable. 
SCCF Environmental Educator Richard Finkel’s excel-
lent “Stars Over Sanibel” program is not to be missed. 
Our family and out-of-town guests request this outing 
year after year. Somehow, the stars, planets and constella-
tions seem brighter in our “dark skies,” twinkling above 
our little piece of paradise.

Dee’s “Landscaping for Native Wildlife” programs 
are always a sell-out. Dee knows which plants attract the 
many species of birds and butterflies that call Sanibel 
home. We have also listened to Dee’s talk about alligators 
and the need to maintain a balance of nature on Sanibel 
to benefit the habitat and all wildlife. 

This Spring, you may observe the nesting Barn Owls 
hatch and raise their young, the Great Eastern Flycatch-
ers get the whole job done in about three weeks, and the 
Pileated Woodpeckers raise their next noisy generation—
all happening live within 100 feet of the SCCF nature 
center!  Last year, on the Nature Center “live cam” set up 
by Dee, a few of us were lucky enough to observe the last 
barn owl hatchling -- a male -- attempt to fly from the 
nesting box. After a day or two of practice in the preserve, 
he got the hang of it and took off for parts unknown. 

The Butterfly House is another wonderful exhibit 
where you may check out our Florida state butterfly, the 
Zebra Longwing, in all different stages of life. 

How many interesting and exciting adventures we 
have experienced with SCCF!  Kristie’s “Fish House 
Tour” in Pine Island Sound and lunch at Barnacle Phil’s 
on North Captiva Island (don’t miss the otters) was a 
memorable outing. We were also “rollin’ on the Caloo-
sahatchee River” last year with Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF 
Natural Resource Policy Director. Rae Ann explained the 
complicated issues that confront Lake Okeechobee and 
the Caloosahatchee River and directly impact the water 
quality of our islands. And, we toured the shell mounds 
on the Calusa Heritage Trail on Pine Island with SCCF 

About SCCF Membership
It’s a Great Experience... Why We Joined SCCF
by Carol Zell   

Continued right
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We Have a New Web Site!

Your membership brings far more to SCCF than simply the financial support (which we deeply appreciate!):
•	 In	the	public	policy	arena,	member	numbers	bolster	our	advocacy	efforts.		When	we	can	say	to	policy	makers	

that we represent a large percentage of the islands’ population, they pay closer attention.
•	 Member	dollars	are	a	vote	for	preserving	the	very	special	and	unique	Sanibel	environment.	
•	 Member	dollars	also	help	support	the	work	of	the	Foundation,	from	land	acquisition	and	restoration,	marine	

research, education, and policy and advocacy, to encouraging the use of native landscaping.  
We can't do it without you.  

Nature Center Manager and Educator, Melissa Upton.  
Melissa and Richard both lead tours to SCCF-owned 

lands on Sanibel. Each habitat is unique and well worth 
exploring. Then there are the “Otters and Others” guid-
ed trail walks, kayaking at Buck Key, beach-side “Turtle 
Tracks” and Wading trip programs, seasonal “Birding the 
Preserves” and “Weeds ‘n Seeds.” The list of things to do 
goes on and on. 

Of course, all this fun has a serious purpose too. 
SCCF Executive Director, Erick Lindblad, and the staff 
at the conservation lands and Marine Lab at Tarpon Bay 
are involved in the daily tasks of monitoring, maintain-

ing and preserving our lands, and keeping a watchful eye 
on the waters that surround our islands. This is a very 
important and never-ending job, and it’s been going on 
for 40 years. 

Each SCCF member plays a role in the conservation 
of our islands. By belonging to and supporting a strong 
and active organization, SCCF members help to ensure 
that Sanibel and Captiva will remain the same, beautiful 
sanctuary islands, protected for future generations.

I believe every Sanibel and Captiva resident should 
belong to the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation. 
Join today and start learning about your islands! 

Thanks to a donor's 
gift, we have been able to 
completely redesign our 
web site.  

The new site  was 
launched this past month.  
Take a look at: 

www.sccf.org.
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Seventh graders from 
Lexington Middle School vis-
ited SCCF’s Nature Center 
for hands-on study of barrier 
island ecology.  The students, 
led by Environmental Educa-
tor Richard Finkel of SCCF, 
looked closely at the fresh-
water habitats of Sanibel and 
used their outdoor learning 
experience to gain a better 
understanding of the water 
quality issues of the area.  

SCCF has also helped the 
Lexington Middle School 
create a butterfly garden at 
their school, so Dee Serage, SCCF’s Landscaping for Wildlife Educator, dis-
cussed some of the interactions between plants and insects in nature.  

These school field trips to the Nature Center are funded by SCCF through 
donations and grants.  Without these, many of these students would not have 
the opportunity for out-of-the-classroom experiential learning.  If you are inter-
ested in helping fund future school field trips to SCCF or to obtain additional 
information about SCCF’s educational programs, call us at 472-2329.

Environmental Education
Lexington Middle School Visits SCCF

Luc Century with a gift from last year's tournament.

Environmental Educator Richard Finkel with 
seventh graders from Lexington Middle School at 
the Nature Center.

16th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament
Our 16th Annual Tennis Tournament will be held 

again this year at the Dunes Golf & Tennis Club on 
March 28 - 30.

Wednesday, March 26 at 5 p.m. is the deadline for 
all entries.  Players can call for starting times and court 
assignments at 9 a.m. on Friday, March 28.  Wrap up 
the day with cocktails and hors d'oeuvres at Bank of 
America at 6:30 p.m., sponsored by U.S. Trust Private 
Wealth Management division.  Play continues on Satur-
day, March 29 beginning at 8 a.m. and Sunday, March 
30 beginning at 9 a.m.

The format is doubles team competition with first 
round consolation; winners advance to finals.  There 
will be Men's, Women's and Mixed Doubles.  All league 
players will compete at the team level of the highest-
ranked partner.  Non-league players will be placed at 
USTA rating at the discretion of the Dunes Director of 
Tennis Operations.

Winners and runners-up will receive an etched wine 
glass created by Island artist, Lucas Century.    Spon-

sorships are available at the $150, $250, $500, $1,000 
and $1,500 level.  Lucas Century is etching all of the 
sponsor gifts with a yellow crowned night heron. 

To be a sponsor or to play in the tournament, please 
call Marti Bryant at 472-2329 or Warren Schwab at 
395-8774.

Trees
by Corey Pethers

round big
seagrape   gumbo limbo   plum tree

racoon   owl   bobcat   snail
leaves   sap   flowers

twisty   tall
rainforest

Trees
by Isha Mehraz

climbing   smooth
seagrape   gumbo limbo   mangrove

owl   racoon   frog   bat
oxygen   paper   shade   shelter

leaf   thorn   stem
green   red

jungle

Third graders from The Sanibel School 
studied trees in the Pick Preserve with 
Richard Finkel.  They made leaf rubbings 
and wrote poems.
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Many of Florida’s 
native plants like Seaside 
Goldenrod, Marlberry, 
and Rouge were used as 
sources of natural dyes.  
Attend “Human Uses of 
Florida Native Plants” 
on Tuesday, March 18 
at 10 a.m. to see a dem-
onstration of making 
natural paints at the 
Teaching Shelter in the 
ethnobotany garden.

Captiva Cruises has offered up yet an-
other venue for SCCF education programs. 
Their newly acquired 40-foot sailing catama-
ran is spacious and with its 22’ beam (width), 
there is a broad flat surface for people to sit 
back and enjoy the journey. 

D u r i n g 
the month of 
March, two 
programs will 
be offered 
on board, a 
March 14 Fish 
House Trip 
and a March 
20 Sunset Sail.  
See Page 14 for 
details.

by Dee Serage-Century, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator
Neighborhood Alligator Watch Update

Making Natural Paints from Plant Dyes Fish House and Sunset Tours by Sail

Residents and neighborhood associations concerned 
with the safety of humans and the survival of alligators 
on Sanibel are working closely with SCCF to educate 
and monitor their own neighborhoods… learning to live 
safely with gators.   Neighborhood Gator Watchers ob-
serve behavior to catch problem gators before anyone is 
harmed. Neighborhood  “Gator Greeters”  welcome new 
homeowners / renters with a handshake and a copy of the 
new SCCF Alligator brochure.  New neighbors learn that 
even though humans are not generally viewed as prey by 
alligators, a gator fed by humans is taught to see us as 
food.   They are encouraged to talk about the gators they 
have seen… helping them transition from unreasonable 
fear to educated respect for these fascinating reptiles.  Just 
because a gator is basking in your backyard does not mean 
it is laying in wait for you.  If homeowners are unhappy 
about gators basking in their backyard, they are encour-
aged to contact SCCF for help in vegetating their lake 
edge instead of calling the police and having the gator 

killed.  Planting a shady vegetation barrier (even if only 
four feet tall) can encourage gators to stay at water’s edge 
and go somewhere else to bask in the sun. 

 We are an island and our gators move freely between 
preserved lands with little year-round fresh water to the 
deep neighborhood lakes.  Sanibel’s current alligator pol-
icy mirrors the state of Florida policy.  Any gator over 4 
feet in length reported to the police and caught by the 
trapper is killed.  Let’s make sure we are only “harvest-
ing” the dangerous ones.  If science is correct and alliga-
tors begin reproducing at approximately 6 feet in length 
and those larger than 4 feet continue to be killed, will we 
reach a time when there are no alligators big enough to 
reproduce?  For now we must rely on education  to ensure 
our safety and the alligators survival on Sanibel.

To learn more about alligators attend a “Gator Tales” 
program on Wednesday, March 12 and 26 at 10 a.m.  If 
you want to help spread the word call Dee at 472-2329. 

This alligator has caught itself a green iguana for dinner.  Do alligators also eat Nile monitor lizards?

Usable dyes can be ob-
tained from (clockwise 
from right) Goldenrod, 
Rouge, and Marlberry,
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March 2008 Program Schedule 

birding at the preserves
When: Friday, March 7, 14, 21 and 28 at 8 a.m.
Where: March 7 at Periwinkle Preserve at 7:45 a.m. 
 March 14 at Sanibel Gardens Preserve 
 March 21 at the Center Tract Preserve
 March 28 at the Center Tract Preserve
Fee: Free to members and non-members
Join experienced birders on weekly outings to preserves 
owned and managed by the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation 
Foundation.  Both new and experienced birders will enjoy 
a variety of birds in a diversity of wildlife habitat.  Botany 
enthusiasts are also welcome to help identify plants along 
the trails.  All walks begin at 8 a.m, but the locations do 
vary.
Periwinkle Preserve:  Meet at SCCF at 7:45 a.m. to carpool 
as parking is very limited at the Preserve.
Sanibel Gardens Preserve:  Enter Island Inn Road from 
Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of the road near the 
trailhead or enter Island Inn Road from West Gulf Drive, 
park near road barrier and walk to trailhead.
Center Tract:  Located at SCCF's Nature Center on Sani-
bel-Captiva Road, one mile west of Tarpon Bay Road.

bUck key kayaking adventUre
When: March 14 and 28 at 10 a.m.
Where: Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located at  
 McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva
Fee: $45/person; reservations required; call 472-2329
We will paddle in the vicinity of Buck Key, just off 
Captiva, discussing the ecology of the back bay estuary 
and the work of SCCF's Marine Lab.  The $45/person fee 
will help fund SCCF's school field trip program. Space 
is limited so reservations are required.  Reservations and 
additional information can be obtained by calling the 
Conservation Foundation at 472-2329

bUtterfly hoUse toUrs
When: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.
Where: Butterfly House
Fee: $1 donation
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior 
of butterflies. The house is also open to visitors without 
a guide. 

dolphin and Wildlife adventUre crUises
When:  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound; departs McCarthy’s Marina, 
 Captiva
Fee: $20/adult, $12.50/children;
 Reservations required, call 472-5300
Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Island 
Sound.

fish hoUse sailing trip
When:  Friday, March 14 from 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound, departs from 
 McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva
Fee: $45 per person
 Reservations required, call 472-2329
Always popular, the Fish House Trip is setting sail on a 40-
foot sailing catamaran.  Captiva Cruises' newly acquired 
catamaran is spacious, with a 22' beam (width) which al-
lows for a broad, flat surface (with seats) for people to sit 
back and enjoy the journey.  On this outing, there will be 
no lunch stop on North Captiva, but you have a chance 
to sail through history.  Learn about the history of fishing 
as it relates to Pine Island Sound as well as some of the 
research initiatives that are taking place today.  Space is 
limited so call soon to reserve your place!

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1	mile	west	of	Tarpon	Bay	Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329; Nursery (239) 472-1932

Marine Laboratory (239) 395-4617  
Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Hours: Open 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon. through Fri. 
Native Plant Nursery: Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. through Fri.
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gator tales
When:  Wednesday, March 12 and 26 at 10 a.m.
Where:  Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free to members and non-members
The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. Flor-
ida’s history of gators and humans is closely intertwined. 
Learn about these fascinating creatures and what we must 
do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.

got a plan
When:  Thursday, March 6 and 13, 10:30 a.m. - noon
Where:  Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free to members and non-members
Sanibel’s underpinnings come from the Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan written soon after the City’s incorporation. 
Largely taken from the recommendations of the Sanibel Re-
port, the Land Use Plan has been used around the country 
as a template for other communities desiring to live with, 
enhance and support their natural resources. This class is a 
simple introduction to that masterful planning.

hUMan Uses of florida native plants
When:  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.
Where:  Nature Center
Fee: Free to members and children, $5 for non-members
Tours of the Ethnobotany Garden are offered every Tues-
day at 10 a.m.  Learn about the use of Florida native plants 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures -- past and 
present -- that used them.  Pause in the Teaching Shel-
ter, where you can watch as baskets are made from native 
plants.  Native plant dye demonstration on March 18.

native plant class & garden toUr
When:  Wednesday, March 5 at 10 a.m. - noon
Where: Meet at the Nature Center to carpool to the garden
Fee: Free to members, $5 for non-members; 
 call Dee at 472-2329 for more information
Would you like to see how other people “landscape for wild-
life” with Florida’s native plants? Join the Foundation for 
a native garden tour and you might get ideas for your own 
landscape.

otters & others: life along oUr trails
When: Guided trail walks at 10 a.m. & 2 p.m., Mon - Fri    
Where: Meet at Nature Center and proceed to trails
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers
Guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habi-
tats, natural and cultural history, and preservation efforts. 

resident environMental overvieW
When: Monday, March 24, 2 - 5:30 p.m..
Where: Starts at the Nature Center and concludes on 
 Captiva at McCarthy's Marina.  Reservations 
 required.
Learn about the history of the islands at a class offered 
to residents and those who work on the islands free of 
charge; others will be charged $20 per person. Space is 
very limited; reservations required.  Call 472-2329.  

stars over sanibel
When: Wednesday, March 5.  Call for time and location.
Where: Meet on the Nature Center porch, proceed to trails. 
Fee: $5/adult; $2/child,  Space is limited and 
 reservations  are required.
Indulge your natural curiosity about the mysteries of the 
universe as we discuss constellations, our solar system, and 
distant stars within the Milky Way galaxy.  Space is very 
limited; reservations required.  Call 472-2329.  

sUnset sail
When: Thursday, March 20 from 6:45 to 8:15 p.m.    
Where:  Pine Island Sound, departs from 
 McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva
Fee: $45 per person
 Reservations required, call 472-2329
Want to see the first sunset of Spring from the quiet of 
a sailboat?  Captiva Cruises' newly acquired catamaran 
is spacious, with a 22' beam (width) which allows for a 
broad, flat surface (with seats) for people to sit back and 
enjoy the journey.  On the vernal equinox, the moon will 
rise just an hour before the sun sets.  It provides the per-
fect opportunity to talk about tides, winds, waves and cur-
rents while we are under sail.  Space is limited so call soon 
to reserve your place! 

tUrtle tracks
When: Thursdays at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet at the Nature Center for a trip to a beach
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers, 
 beach parking fee $2/hour
Learn about the life cycles and habits of the sea turtles that 
nest on our beaches, as well as other local marine life.

Wading trip
When: Tuesday, March 4 at 3 p.m.; Wednesday, March 12 
 at 9 a.m.; Saturday, March 22 at 10 a.m. and 
 Monday, March 24 at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet in auditorium of the Nature Center and 
 travel to nearby beach (to be determined)
Fee: Members and children under 17 free; 
 $5 for nonmembers.  Call 472-2329 for 

Continued on Page 16
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NATURE CENTER
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd.

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Rd.)
(239) 472-2329

www.sccf.org

Nature Center Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
October	through	May

Open	8:30	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	
June through September

Saturdays
Open	10	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	

December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

from December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Call	(239)	472-1932
for information.

Trails, Education Center, 
Nature	Shop	&	Bookstore:	
$3/adult,	children	under	17	

free, members free.
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 reservations.  
Reservations are required.
Explore underwater wonders 
with a guide from SCCF. You 
will see critters up close and 
learn about marine and estua-
rine ecology. We also discuss 
what is being done to research 
and protect the waters sur-
rounding the islands. Bring 
old clothes and/or a bathing 
suit, closed-toe water shoes, 
a hat, sunglasses, sunscreen 
and a towel. Reservations are 
required. Call 472-2329 to 
register and for directions.

Weeds 'n' seeds
When: Mondays at 8:45 a.m.
Where: Meet on the porch at the Nature Center
Fee: Free but donations are welcome 
Join this group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding and identifying native plants 
on Sanibel.  The group will travel for walks at various locations, which last for about 
two hours and are guided by a leader with a plant list.

   

The SCCF Member Update is available by e-mail if you would like 
to help us save on postage and printing costs.



MeMber Update                        april 2008

February Open House at SCCF

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
SCCF

Nature Sounds 
Contest

Face Painting

Wildlife Encounters

"Mrs. Kate" Carpenter



The Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation 

is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to preserving natural 

resources and wildlife habitat  on 
and around Sanibel and Captiva 

through:
   

•	 Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•	 Landscaping	for	Wildlife
•		 Marine	Research
•		 Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

   

For more information
or to make program reservations, 

contact us at:
Tel. (239) 472-2329

Website: www.sccf.org
    

Board of Trustees
2007 - 2008

Paul	Roth
President

Wally	Kain
Vice President

Bruce	Rogers
Secretary

Ron	Gibson
Treasurer    

 Bill Fenniman
Jim	Haggart

Gwenda	Hiett-Clements
John	La	Gorce

Tom Lagan
David Lowden
Jack Thomas
Linda Uhler

Barbara	Von	Harten
Nanelle	Wehman
Art	Weissbach

    
Erick Lindblad

Executive Director
 

Member Update Contributors
Kristie	Anders
Dr. Loren Coen 
Jenny	Evans
Richard	Finkel
Harris	Gilbert

Megan	Flenniken
Cheryl	Giattini

Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad
Karen	Nelson

Dee	Serage-Century 
Melissa	Upton 
Rae	Ann	Wessel

2

Wildlife Habitat Management 3

Intern Art Auction 4

Marine Laboratory 5

Gift to Intern Program 6

Environmental Education 7

Native Plant Nursery 8

Natural Resource Policy 9

Program Schedule 10

Nature Center Touch Tank 11

Have You Seen this Bobcat? 12

Table of Contents

There's Still Time to Help!

Spinning Wild Cotton
At Open House, Ricki Howie of 
Weavers of Char-Lee spun thread 
from wild cotton fibers.  
Left:  Carding the fibers; Below:  
twisting the fibers as they are spun; 
Right:  Wild Cotton flower and bolls.

SCCF still needs your help to reach our 2007-2008 An-
nual Fund Drive goal. If you haven't done so already, please 
consider making a gift to the Fund Drive.

The Annual Fund Drive represents our Members' con-
tributions to our ongoing efforts to preserve the land and 
protect the waters on and around Sanibel and Captiva.

"I know the competing interests facing our members 
- the exceedingly generous gifts made for last year's Land/
Water campaign, the needs of other non-profits you sup-
port and the challenging economy.  They all affect giv-
ing," said SCCF Executive Director Erick Lindblad. 

"That being said, we are still $300,000 short of 
meeting our budget goal for the 07-08 Annual Fund 
Drive.  If you haven't given to us yet, please consider 
doing so before June 30.  If you have made a gift, please 
consider adding to it with another contribution. 

"We really need your help, and the time is now."
For more information about this year's Fund 

Drive, please contact Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-
2768 or at cgiattini@attglobal.net.
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Wildlife Habitat Management
Buck Key Survey
by Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist / Technical Coordinator 

On Monday, February 4, 2008, I led a group of 11 to 
Buck Key to conduct a wildlife survey.  Buck Key is the is-
land just east (~475 Ft) of Captiva.  It is approximately 1.9 
miles from the north end to the south end and .4 miles at 
its greatest width.  The uninhabited island is owned by the 
J.N. "Ding" Darling National Wildlife Refuge and SCCF, 
although one 10-acre parcel is owned privately.  The inte-
rior of the island is mostly upland. Many interesting plant 
communities exist on Buck Key.  The Florida record for 
the false mastic tree (Sideroxylon foetidissimum) and Jamai-
ca dogwood (Piscidea piscipula) are found on Buck Key. 
Another interesting floral example on Buck Key is the fed-
erally endangered prickly-apple cactus (Harrisia fragrans) 
which appears to be quite common.

The primary purpose of this expedition was to try to 
find the eastern indigo snake (Drymarchon corais couperi), a 
federally threatened snake that was last seen in 1999 on Sani-
bel.  Other goals were to look for relict populations of vari-
ous herps that have disappeared from Sanibel and Captiva. 

The eastern diamondback rattlesnake (Crotalus ada-
manteus) was last seen in 1996 on Sanibel and it is likely 
that they could exist on Buck Key, assuming that there was 
food for the snake on the island.  Also, there is a possibil-
ity that Florida kingsnakes (Lampropeltis getula floridana) 
could be present on this island. It is not unusual for king-
snakes to be found on barrier islands.  This snake has never 
been documented on Sanibel but a photograph, taken in 
1911 on Sanibel, shows a man restraining a Florida king-

snake at the Casa Ybel Inn.  Clear-cutting for agriculture 
along with hurricanes in the early part of the last century 
could have extirpated this species from Sanibel.  On Buck 
Key however, isolation and the lack of development or road 
mortality supported our speculation of possible isolated 
populations of reptiles and amphibians still existing there. 

We found that Buck Key was very hard to maneuver 
through.  Hurricane Charley had a major impact on the 
island.  A lot of the trees were knocked over and vegeta-
tion has been growing over that debris since 2004.  Our 
group split into two groups to try to cover as much area 
as possible.  The only herps that could be documented 
were the brown anole (Anolis sagrei), Indo-pacific gecko 
(Hemidactlyus garnotti) and the gopher tortoise (Gopherus 
polyphemus).  We did locate a few marsh rabbits (Sylvilagus 
palustris), so there are food items that could sustain eastern 
diamondback rattlesnakes. We also found several colonies 
of thorn bugs (Unbonia crassicornis).

Buck Key did have a small trail system, but those have 
been covered up by vegetation post-hurricane.  An obvi-
ous problem with exploring Buck Key is its dense growth.  
In the absence of regular disturbance, any previously open 
areas are turning to shaded forest.  Finding herps in these 
conditions is not easy and this could contribute to our not 
finding much.  Excuses aside, there do not appear to be 
many open grassy areas for tortoise forage.  If this contin-
ues, populations of gopher tortoises will decrease and there 
will be less habitat for indigo snakes that depend on the 
burrows of tortoises. 

Photos by Bill Love/Blue Chameleon Adventures
Left: Federally endangered prickly-apple cactus (Harrisia fra-
grans) appears to be quite common on Buck Key.  Right: Several 
colonies of thorn bugs (Unbonia crassicornis) were also found.

Hurricane Charley left a tangle of fallen trees on Buck Key, 
which is now thickly overgrown with vegetation.
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Intern Program Art Auction Schwab's Chapeaux:  The Many Hats 
of the Auctioneer Extraordinaire
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Marine Laboratory
Scientists From Across the Globe Assess the Status of Shellfish-Generated Habitats
by Loren Coen, Ph.D., Marine Laboratory Director

Recently I had the opportunity to 
continue work with other researchers 
on a global assessment of reef-form-
ing shellfish – primarily oysters and 
mussel species – with the goal of doc-
umenting for the first time their dis-
tribution, condition, and the threats 
they faced across the planet.  Scien-
tists, aquaculturist and policy folks 
from China, Uruguay, Australia, Italy, 
U.K., Holland, and the U.S., includ-
ing California, Washington, Rhode 
Island, Oregon, Maryland, Virginia, 
Florida, Texas, and D.C. met for four 
days in St. Pete, FL, to continue this 
effort, which was first started in ear-
nest in 2007.  

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is 
spearheading the program, with part-
ners from across the globe, and these 
efforts are supported by the Kabcenell 
Family Foundation and others.

Historically, the management of 
shellfish (bivalve molluscs such as 
oysters, clams and mussels) was pri-
marily directed by resource agencies.  
The goal(s) of these agencies were 
to maximize harvests, often not in a 
sustainable fashion.  It has only been 
in the last decade or two that  the 
habitats generated by these abun-
dant shellfish have been viewed for 
their ‘ecosystem services.’ 

Other habitats such as coral reefs, 
seagrasses and mangroves already were 
appreciated for their important servic-
es.  The services provided by shellfish 

include their amazing filtering capac-
ity, the enhanced habitat that they 
provide for other estuarine and marine 
species (nursery/feeding grounds), and 
shoreline protection, to name a few.  
Additionally, most assessments of their 
abundance and health were local, on 
a bay-by-bay basis.  There was often 
little understanding of or appreciation 
for these reefs and beds as a globally 
significant ecosystem or habitat type.  
With the collapse of shellfish fisheries 
in many parts of the world (for exam-
ple the Chesapeake Bay’s oysters are at 
less than 1% of their historical high), 
and the array of pressures placed on 
coastal ecosystems, shellfish habitats 
may in fact be among the most imper-
iled of all coastal marine ecosystems.  

In 1998, a global study of tropical 
coral reefs, ‘Reefs at Risk,’ analyzed 
the global condition of coral reefs 
and threats to their survival.  This 
study galvanized support for further 
research and improved conservation 
and management of tropical reefs 
around the world.  

No such study exists of the world’s 
temperate marine ecosystems in gen-
eral and shellfish ecosystems in par-
ticular.  By addressing shellfish condi-
tion and data on threats at large scales, 
our Global Shellfish at Risk Assess-
ment is intended to help implement 
conservation and sustainable fisher-
ies management actions.  The major 
thrust of the project is a synthesis of 

all readily available spatial data on the 
distribution and condition of habitat-
forming bivalves.  

In Phase I of the Assessment, distri-
bution data were compiled by experts 
from China, Europe, South America 
and the United States and assembled 
into a global geodatabase.  Extensive 
data were also provided by the Ocean 
Biogeographic Information System 
(www.iobis.org).  This database will 
help to illustrate the extent of shellfish 
reefs and beds on a global basis.  

In Phase II, condition data are be-
ing gathered through a survey of ex-
perts, as well as an extensive review of 
the literature to assess both historic 
and current conditions of shellfish 
reefs throughout the world.  The data 
collected through the surveys will be 
compiled and synthesized in a “Shell-
fish Reefs at Risk” report to be pub-
lished in late 2008.

Included in the database is recent 
and historical information from south-
west Florida waters, including the im-
pact of the polluted freshwater from 
runoff and Lake Okeechobee.  FGCU 
researchers, Drs. Savarese, Tolley and 
Volety, have been working in this area.  

In collaboration with these re-
searchers, SCCF lab staff soon will be 
initiating studies in and around Sani-
bel-Captiva and the Caloosahatchee.  
Work will include oyster restoration, 
and interactions between shellfish 
habitat and other important marine 
habitats such as seagrasses and man-
groves. 

Oyster photo by Barry Truitt, TNC
Left:  Mangroves and Right: An oyster bar.

Coral reef
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Anonymous Gift Endows SCCF Intern Position

SCCF is proud to announce a $120,000 gift has been 
made to its Endowment Fund. The purpose of the gift is to 
“provide young people an opportunity to gain professional 
experience in the field of conservation,” according to the 
terms of the agreement executed in March 2008.

The gift was made anonymously by a longtime SCCF 
member and supporter. The donor made the gift through 
a charitable fund known as Sovereign People Internship 
Fund. The SCCF Board of Trustees will ensure that the 
interest, dividends and capital gains and losses will be al-
located annually to the principal of the Sovereign People 
Internship Fund.  At the beginning of SCCF’s fiscal year 
on July 1st of each year, 5% of the total endowment will be 
made available for internship assistance. 

That assistance will help an intern to learn and work 
in one of three areas of emphasis:  wildlife habitat man-
agement, environmental education, or native plants and 
wildlife landscaping.  The support may include provision 
of a stipend, books, reimbursement for travel or other di-
rect educational expenses such as attendance at professional 
meetings and workshops.

“Interns bring new skills, educational background, 
and enthusiasm to our work,” said SCCF Executive 

Director Erick Lindblad. “In a very real way, they rep-
resent the future of this organization and the fulfillment 
of its mission. That our good friend had the wisdom to 
recognize that and fund this ongoing support is just so 
wonderful and gratifying. I only wish I could thank this 
generous donor publicly.”

If members are interested in learning more about our 
Legacy Fund endowments, and ways in which they might 
support them, they are urged to call Cheryl Giattini at 395-
2768 or e-mail her at cgiattini@attglobal.net. 

by Cheryl Giattini

SCCF interns Megan Flenniken, Julia Maki, Heather Porter, 
Stephanie Marcello and Sarah Levison accept anonymous 
$120,000 gift to endow their successors’work.

SCCF Membership
Don't forget to renew your membership; tell your 

friends about our great new member premiums!
Current SCCF memberships expire March 31, 2008.  

If you renewed by March 15 you will be entered in a draw-
ing for a special "Sanibel Outback" Jeep tour of SCCF 
properties for two with Executive Director Erick Lindblad.  
Go where no islanders have gone before!  The winner of the 
tour -- which also includes lunch and SCCF outback shirts 
-- will be announced in the May newsletter. 

Tell your friends and neighbors who are not mem-
bers that new members who stop by the 
Nature Center are eligible for terrific 
member premi-
ums:  New $50 
family members 

will receive a complimentary 
“Smart Sac” eco-friendly shop-
ping bag.   New $25 individual 
members receive a popular na-
ture magnet.   These special pre-
miums will be available at the 
Nature Shop through April.

Kindergartners from The Sanibel School on a nature 
scavenger hunt in SCCF's Pick Preserve with Environ-
mental Educator Richard Finkel.

Nature Scavenger Hunt at Pick
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SCCF Policy staff is tracking and working on several key 
state legislative issues this session which began on March 4 
and will end the first week in May 2008.  To keep up with 
changes to the bills as they proceed through the process, visit 
either the Florida Senate website:  www.flsenate.gov or Flori-
da House:  myfloridahouse.gov and search by bill number.

We are actively working to support - SB1634 (Bennett) 
HB 1503 (Aubuchon) "Healthy Beaches Wastewater Man-
agement"  (proposed by Sanibel Mayor Denham)

This bill requires that the Dept. of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) identify the source of sewage contaminants 
when a health advisory is issued based on results of bacte-
riological sampling that result in beach closures for public 
health, safety and welfare.  

HB 1552 (Saunders) HB 1135 (Mayfield) "Everglades 
Restoration Bonds"  

This bill extends the period during which Everglades 
restoration bonds may be issued to fiscal year 2019-2020 
and increases the amount of such bonds that may be issued 
each fiscal year to $200 million.  This bill will help raise 
much-needed funding for Everglades restoration projects, 
including projects in Lake Okeechobee and the Caloosa-
hatchee and St. Lucie estuaries.

We have concerns and are working to improve - SB 2352 
(Aronberg) HB 1267 (Nelson) "Protecting Urban and Res-
idential Environments & Water." 

This bill requires that local governments adopt "Florida 
Friendly Fertilizer Use on Urban Landscapes Model Ordi-
nance," require applicator training and certification, and 
preempts communities from adopting stricter ordinances 
unless they can demonstrate that they have verified impaired 
waters.  

Our concerns are that the ordinance 1) preempts local 
communities from developing ordinances responsive to lo-
cal conditions, 2) requires communities to document im-
paired waters to qualify for local ordinances and 3) promotes 
a model ordinance with application rates that could result 
in as much as 95 times the phosphorus loading to Lake 
Okeechobee over target restoration levels indicated in the 
Lake Okeechobee Protection Plan.  You can find a fact sheet 
on the DACS urban turf rule and Final State Fertilizer Task 
Force report on the policy page of our website.

We are working against - SB 402 (Fasano) HB 147 
(Schenck) "Expediting Wetland and Stormwater Permits 
for Target Businesses." 

This bill was developed to help expedite permits for 
certain industries/businesses claiming that the permitting 
process in Florida is onerous and driving businesses out of 
the state.  The bill would reduce the deadline for permit 
approvals from the current 90 days to 45 days.  This bill 
would burden the current permit review system by creating 
two classes of applicants to track, placing targeted appli-
cants ahead of others in line and forcing quicker reviews.  
We do not support the premise or intent of this bill.  At a 
time when water quality restoration is needed most, legisla-
tion should be focusing  on stricter, protective water qual-
ity and stormwater standards to help prevent pollution of 
local waters and protect wetlands and their functions. 

We are following with interest - SB 1208 (Gaetz) HB 547 
(Kreegel) "Water Pollution Control and Pollutant Trading"

This bill provides for trading of pollutant credits for 
impaired waterways when a Basin Management Action 
Plan (BMAP) has been developed to improve impaired wa-
ters.  Although this bill authorizes pollutant trading only in 
the Lower St. Johns River, Tampa Bay and Pensacola Bay 
basins, we will watch to assure that the development of the 
bill is not the “camel's nose under the tent” in  undermin-
ing water quality standards.

Other issues of interest include: 
Florida Forever - There is as yet no legislation for a suc-

cessor program to this important conservation  program that 
is scheduled to expire in 2010. SCCF has encouraged the 
City and Lee County to join the Coalition, support the effort 
through resolution and actively participate in the development 
of legislation.  Detailed information about the Florida Forever 
initiative can be found at:  www.supportfloridaforever.org

Election of Water Management District Governing 
Board members  - Discussions have begun recommending 
that the Governing Board members of the state's five Water 
Management Districts be elected instead of appointed by 
the Governor.  Our concern is that this would make the 
positions more political and would not provide for a diver-
sity of interests and expertise.  As water becomes an even 
more important natural resource in the coming decades, 
the needs of the environment must be balanced with hu-
man population needs and growth management.  An alter-
native to governor appointments that should be introduced 
to the discussion is local County appointments.    

Natural Resource Policy
SCCF Policy News:  2008 Florida Legislative Update
by Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
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Native Plant Nursery

by Jenny Evans, Nursery Manager
How Does Fertilizer Impact Our Surrounding Waters?

As many of you are aware, the City 
of Sanibel recently enacted a fertilizer 
ordinance to protect our waterways 
from the impacts of excessive fertil-
izer use and nutrient runoff.  How can 
fertilizer be detrimental?  And what is 
nutrient runoff?

The easiest way to describe this 
scenario is to start with the basics.   All 
living things, including plants, require 
nutrients to live.  When plants are 
growing in nature, they obtain nutri-
ents from the soil.  Often this comes 
from leaves, branches, and other dead 
material decomposing in the soil.  
These nutrients are taken into the 
plant’s roots and help them to grow 
properly, flower, produce fruit, and 
have healthy leaves. 

Native plants found in their natu-
ral habitat have developed ways to ob-
tain nutrients from the soil without 
having any supplemental care.  Some 
ornamental species require supple-
mental nutrients in the form of fertil-
izer for proper growth, because they 
are not adapted to the soils where they 
have been planted.  This is why some 
non-native species grow poorly in our 
Florida soils, and consequently why 
gardeners fertilize their plants:  to sup-
plement nutrients that the plants are 
not able to obtain from the soil.  

When you use fertilizer on a plant, 
you are artificially supplementing the 
amount and kinds of nutrients in the 
soil.  Plants are only able to take up a 
certain amount of fertilizer (or nutri-
ents) through their roots, often in very 

small amounts and over a long period 
of time.  When you apply a fertilizer to 
a plant, any nutrients that are not taken 
up by the plant are left in the soil.  When 
it rains, the remainder of the fertilizer 
and nutrients become soluble in the 
rain water and will wash through our 
soils and into our surrounding water-
ways.  The nutrients are able to adhere 
to water molecules more easily than to 
the soil particles, so even though you do 
not see it, a nutrient flow is created that 
leads from the soil through the ground 
and into our surrounding waterways.  
Depending on the currents, this nutri-
ent-laden water may end up in Estero 
Bay, Pine Island Sound, or out into the 
Gulf of Mexico.  

Just like land plants, marine and 
freshwater plants -- including different 
types of algae -- require nutrients to 
survive.   Marine plants have adapted 
to obtaining their nutrients from the 
surrounding water.  When there are 
excess nutrients in our waterways, it 
will cause marine plants (generally al-
gae) to grow faster, resulting in harm-
ful algal blooms and other degraded 
water quality issues.

Part of the City of Sanibel’s fertil-

izer ordinance requires that no fertil-
izer be applied during the rainy sea-
son of July 1 through September 30, 
or within 25 feet of a body of water.  
Because of our frequent rains during 
the summertime, fertilizer (and there-
fore nutrients) cannot be taken up by 
the plant quickly enough.  Therefore, 
a large proportion of the fertilizer ap-
plied will flow through our soils and 
run off into our surrounding water-
ways, rather than be utilized by the 
plant.  Additionally, applying fertilizer 
within close proximity to water in-
creases the potential for excess nutri-
ents to run directly into waterways.

So, how do you prevent this sce-
nario?  Talk with your lawn care pro-
fessional and ask if they are applying 
any fertilizer to your landscape during 
the rainy season or near waterways.   
From July 1 through September 30, 
double-check your landscaping in-
voices and make sure that no fertil-
izer is being applied to your lawn or 
ornamental plants.  With diligence 
from every Sanibel household, we can 
collectively reduce our nutrient runoff 
and contribute to the rejuvenation of 
our local waterways.

Fertilizer use may have detrimental impacts on our surrounding bodies of water.  
Read more about how to help lessen the effects of fertilizer use and nutrient runoff.

Needed:  One Table Saw
Our illustrious Hammerheads are desperately in need of a table saw, 8 - 10" (preferably 10").  The one we have 
is on its last legs.  Promises Chief Hammerhead, Dean Skaugstad, "We'll give it a good home in our new shop."  
Please call SCCF at 472-2329 if you can help.
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SCCF is hoping to enlist the help 
of members to learn more about the 
reproductive population of alliga-
tors on Sanibel.   If you have seen a 
mother gator with her young or what 
you think might be alligator mating 
behavior please call Dee at 472-2329. 
We will keep track of the reported lo-
cations and even send someone to help 
verify the mating behavior.  All sight-
ings will be kept confidential.

If you see mother and young ga-
tors together this time of year they are 

probably last year’s hatch.  Young al-
ligators have been known to stay with 
the female for up to 2 years after hatch-
ing.  Be sure and use your binoculars 
or telephoto camera lens for observa-
tion. Mother gators are very protective 
of their young.  Approaching any alli-
gator closer than 20 feet should always 
be avoided.  

Courtship rituals between male 
and female gators can last for a month 
and may already be starting on the is-
land.  Recently two gators have been 
observed swimming and basking to-
gether with the larger gator swimming 
circles around the smaller.  Other court-
ship behavior to look out for includes 
bellowing, rubbing, touching, blowing 
bubbles, and pushing each other un-
derwater to test strength.  Mating gen-
erally occurs in early May followed by 
egg laying in June and July.

No one knows what Sanibel’s al-
ligator population is. Night counts of 

island lakes in August and September 
have taken place for  13 years and will 
continue again this summer.  Since the 
fatal alligator attack in 2004, 161 alli-
gators have been trapped, 31 removed 
from the island since January 2007.  
Keeping our eye on the reproductive 
population of gators seems important.  
Your observational input is important.

Remember …The key to human 
safety and alligator survival on Sanibel 
is to report anyone you see feeding al-
ligators to the police.

Environmental Education
Where Are Alligators Reproducing on Sanibel?
by Dee Serage-Century, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator

A male gator shows his throat to a female 
as a sign of vulnerability.

Gators try to sink each other as a test of 
strength.

The touch tank, located in the 
exhibit hall at the SCCF Nature Cen-
ter, currently houses a great diversity 
of organisms, including marine snails, 
crabs, sea urchins, bivalves, sea stars, 
small crustaceans and much more.  

One of the most notorious 
critters in the tank is the horse 
conch.  It is the most voracious of all 
the predators: enjoying scallop din-
ners, snacking on king’s crown snails, 
and occasionally feasting on barnacles.  
The horse conch is the official state 
shell of  Florida and is one of the larg-
est shells in the world reaching up to 
24 inches in length.  Our horse conch 
is a smaller specimen, only about 7 
inches long (see photo on Page 11).  

Don’t be alarmed if you visit 

the touch tank and pick up a light-
ning whelk shell to find a crab hang-
ing out. The giant hermit crab (also 

known as the red clawed hermit crab) 
is the newest additio-n to the tank.  

At the Nature Center
Touch Tank Talk
by Megan Flenniken, Education Intern

The large red clawed hermit crab in the Nature Center touch tank.

Continued on Page 11
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April 2008 Program Schedule 

bUck key kayaking adventUre
When: Friday, April 25 at 10 a.m.
Where: Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located at  
 McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva
Fee: $45/person; reservations required; call 472-2329
We will paddle in the vicinity of Buck Key, just off 
Captiva, discussing the ecology of the back bay estuary 
and the work of SCCF's Marine Lab.  The $45/person fee 
will help fund SCCF's school field trip program. Space 
is limited so reservations are required.  Reservations and 
additional information can be obtained by calling the 
Conservation Foundation at 472-2329

bUtterfly HoUse toUrs
When: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.
Where: Butterfly House
Fee: $1 donation
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior 
of butterflies. The house is also open to visitors without 
a guide. 

dolpHin and Wildlife adventUre crUises
When:  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound; departs McCarthy’s Marina, 
 Captiva
Fee: $20/adult, $12.50/children;
 Reservations required, call 472-5300
Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva Cruis-
es’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Island Sound.

eartH day fisH HoUse trip
When:  Tuesday, April 22, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m..
Where:  Pine Island Sound, departs from 
 McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva
Fee: $45 per person
 Reservations required, call 472-2329
Celebrate Earth Day with a trip into some of the history of 
Pine Island Sound.  Explore some of the hidden reaches as 
you cruise by historic fish houses and Demere Key.  Learn 
about the history of fishing as it relates to Pine Island Sound 
and some of the research initiatives taking place today. Note:  
There will be no lunch stop on this trip.  The boat trip is 
$45/person and it fills up fast with a limit of 40 passengers. 
Call SCCF at 472-2329 to reserve your place.

HUMan Uses of florida native plants
When:  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.
Where:  Nature Center
Fee: Free to members and children, $5 for non-members
Tours of the Ethnobotany Garden are offered every Tues-

day at 10 a.m.  Learn about the use of Florida native plants 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures -- past and 
present -- that used them.  Pause in the Teaching Shel-
ter, where you can watch as baskets are made from native 
plants.

native plant class & garden toUr
When:  Wednesday, April 30 at 10 a.m. - noon
Where: Meet at the Nature Center to carpool to the garden
Fee: Free to members, $5 for non-members; 
 call Dee at 472-2329 for more information
Would you like to see how other people “landscape for wild-
life” with Florida’s native plants? Join the Foundation for a 
native garden tour and you might get ideas for your own land-
scape.

otters & otHers: life along oUr trails
When: Guided trail walks at 10 a.m. & 2 p.m., Mon - Fri    
Where: Meet at Nature Center and proceed to trails
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers
Guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habi-
tats, natural and cultural history, and preservation efforts. 

tUrtle tracks
When: Thursdays at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet at the Nature Center for a trip to a beach
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers, 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1	mile	west	of	Tarpon	Bay	Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329; Nursery (239) 472-1932

Marine Laboratory (239) 395-4617  
Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Hours: Open 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon. through Fri. 
Native Plant Nursery: Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. through Fri.

observing gator beHavior

Kent Vliet is the Coordinator of 
Laboratories for the Biological Sci-
ences Program for the Department of 
Zoology at the University of Florida 
in Gainesville.  His years of studying 
alligator behavior -- especially mat-
ing behavior -- will make for an ex-
citing program here at the Foundation on Wednesday, 
April 16 at 10 a.m.  His early work on alligator biology 
was featured in the National Geograhic Society televi-
sion special “Realm of the Alligator” in 1986. Under-
standing the gator behavior that we observe ensures the 
safety of humans and the alligators' survival on Sanibel.  
The more people watching gators the better for all.

This program is free but reservations are required, 
so please call 472-2329.

Continued on Page 12



11

eartH day bike toUr to sccf preserves

Come celebrate Earth Day on a bike tour of SCCF 
preserves!  A free bike tour will be held on Tuesday, April 
22 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. as part of our overall Earth Day 
celebration.  For over 40 years, SCCF has acquired, re-
stored, and managed almost 1,900 acres of wildlife habitat 
on and around Sanibel and Captiva.  A majority of these 
conservation lands preserve the interior Sanibel River cor-
ridor and make the islands truly special by providing both 

upland and wetland habitat for a diversity of wildlife.  
During the bike tour you will learn how the Pick Pre-

serve has been transformed into an outdoor learning labo-
ratory for school children, find out how the Sanibel Gar-
dens Preserve was acquired and restored, and hear about 
wildlife monitoring projects on the preserves in addition 
to other information concerning the preservation of these 
unique barrier islands.  The bike tour is approximately 10 
miles at a comfortable speed for all and will include short 
walks into the preserved land.  It begins at the Nature 
Center and goes to the Pick Preserve; the Sanibel Gardens 
Preserve; the Johnston Preserve; and the Blue Skies and 
Periwinkle Preserves.  The program will end at the SCCF 
gazebo at Periwinkle Preserve and includes a lunch for all 
participants.  The tour is limited to fifteen people and res-
ervations are required.  You will need a bicycle, helmet, 
and water.  For more information and to sign up for this 
program, call Melissa at 472-2329.

The photo on page 9 shows the vibrant red coloring of 
the claws.  However, the live critter is even more stunning. 
The hermit crab puts on quite a show while feeding as it 
shovels sand grains and shell pieces through its mouth parts, 
picking off any food particles.  The lightning whelk shell not only 
serves as a home for the hermit crab, but provides a substrate on 
which other organisms can attach themselves.  A close observa-
tion of the shell will unveil a community of organisms, includ-
ing barnacles, slipper shells, limpets, and even a small clump of 
egg cases.

Also of interest are the scallops that were recovered 
one morning after a cold front had pushed the critters 
ashore. The scallops are doing well in their new environ-
ment, constantly filtering the sea water through their 
feathered gills and displaying dozens of iridescent blue 
eyes along the edge of their bodies. If you extract a scallop 

from the water, be prepared to be sprayed. When a scal-
lop is startled, it quickly clamps its two shells shut, and 
in the process, pushes out any water in the space between 
the shells. The scallops are preyed upon by several of the 
critters in the touch tank but especially the sea stars (also 
known as starfish). The picture above depicts a sea star 
positioned in a manner that allows it to push its stomach 
through an opening on the underside of its body into the 
scallop and digest the tissue by secreting enzymes. Sur-
prisingly, the size of a sea star depends on the amount of 
food consumed, not the age of the sea star.

Many of the critters are collected during seagrass wad-
ing trips. Dates of future trips can be found in the program 
schedule. Please join us on a seagrass wading trip or come 
visit the touch tank to see these critters up close!

Touch Tank
Continued from page 9

Left:  The touch tank's horse conch.  Right: Sea star  feeding on a dead scallop.
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NATURE CENTER
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd.

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Rd.)
(239) 472-2329

www.sccf.org

Nature Center Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
October	through	May

Open	8:30	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	
June through September

Saturdays
Open	10	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	

December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

from December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Call	(239)	472-1932
for information.

Trails, Education Center, 
Nature	Shop	&	Bookstore:	
$3/adult,	children	under	17	

free, members free.

Printed	on	
Recycled	Paper

beach parking fee $2/hour
Learn about the life cycles and habits of 
the sea turtles that nest on our beaches, 
as well as other local marine life.

Wading trip
When: Tuesday, April 1, Wednesday, 
 April 9, and Tuesdays April 15 
 and 29 at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet in auditorium of the Nature 
 Center and travel to nearby beach 
 (to be determined)
Fee: Members and children under 17 

free; $5 for nonmembers.  Call 472-2329 
for reservations.  Reservations are required.
Explore underwater wonders with a 
guide from SCCF. You will see crit-
ters up close and learn about marine 
and estuarine ecology. We also discuss 
what is being done to research and pro-
tect the waters surrounding the islands. 
Bring old clothes and/or a bathing suit, 
closed-toe water shoes, a hat, sunglasses, 
sunscreen and a towel. Reservations are 
required. Call 472-2329 to register and 
for directions.

NON	PROFIT
U.S.	POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT	NO.	2
SANIBEL,	FL

Program Schedule   Continued from page 10

Have You Seen this Bobcat?   
Reports of bobcat sightings are numerous these days at the Foundation. Mothers 

with kits have been seen at the lighthouse end of the island where young have been 
raised for years.  Adults are also being seen throughout the island's preserved lands.  

We would like to hear about your bobcat sightings,   es-
pecially sightings of the bobcat pictured here that seems to 
have a collar (maybe it stuck its head somewhere it shouldn’t 
have).   Hopefully this bobcat will be able to hunt.  With all 
this activity it is a good time to be sure all your cats are inside 
where they should always be.  Please do not feed your do-
mestic animals outdoors, which could attract bobcats, feral 
cats, opossums, and raccoons. 

To tell your bobcat stories please call Dee at 472-2329.
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The Wildlife Habitat Manage-
ment program at SCCF is currently 
conducting their third year of drift-
fence sampling on Sanibel beaches. 
Drift-fence sampling is a common 
method to sample amphibian and rep-
tile populations as well as other ani-
mal groups.  This focus of the study 
is on snake populations in the dune 
area of the beach. The dune area is the 
section of beach above the high tide 
line with vegetation such as sea oats 
(Uniola paniculata), railroad vine (Ipo-
moea pes-caprae) and coastal dropseed 
(Sporobolus virginicus), but below the 
area where houses or condos are built.  
The study will provide information on 
snake abundance and diversity in this 
narrow habitat.    

A drift-fence is simply a barrier 
that alters the movements of animals 
in order to capture them in a funnel 
trap or pitfall trap. The actual bar-

rier is generally made out of silt fenc-
ing (which we use) or metal flashing. 
A funnel trap is a wire enclosure that 
has an entrance hole followed by a 
long funnel that leads to a holding 
area. Pitfall traps are buckets buried 
in the ground that animals fall into. 
Pitfall traps are not being used in this 
study because snakes would easily es-
cape from them.  The funnel traps are 
placed at the outer ends of our 50 ft 
silt fences. Snakes moving perpendicu-
lar to the silt fence are forced to change 
their direction because they cannot go 
under it and prefer not to go over it. 
They follow the fence and usually end 
up in the funnel trap. Each drift fence 
array has four 50’ silt fence wings and 
one central box. The box is merely a 
square wooden box with a funnel trap 
built in on all four sides. The funnel 
traps are shaded with cabbage palm 
(Sabal palmetto) fronds.

The most common species of 
snakes in the dune area of the beach, 
in order of abundance, are southern 
black racers (Coluber constrictor pria-
pus), eastern coachwhip snakes (Mas-
ticophis f.flagellum), and corn snakes 
(Pantherophis = {Elaphe} guttata). We 
have had one eastern coachwhip snake 
move over four miles on the beach. 
Six-lined racerunners (Aspidoscelis sex-
lineatus), a small, native ground-dwell-
ing lizard, are also found in the dune 
area and uplands on Sanibel and are 
frequently caught in the drift-fences. 

There are currently two arrays of 
drift-fences being used. One is on the 
east end of the island and the other is 
on the west end. These traps are checked 
daily by WHM staff. When snakes are 
captured, their total length, snout-vent 
length, weight, sex, species are recorded. 
Then they are marked by scale clipping 
(Brown & Parker 1976) and released.

Wildlife Habitat Management

by Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist / IT Specialist
Dune Drift-Fences

The drift-fence on the west end of Sanibel. 
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Marine Laboratory

A team of scientists 
from SCCF, Florida Gulf 
Coast University (FGCU), 
University of Miami, and 
University of Queensland 
and other entities formal-
ized a partnership with 
local governments to in-
vestigate linkages between 
water quality and dense 
macroalgae washing up on 
Lee County beaches.  

These are not red tides 
or blooms of microalgae.  
They are larger, macro-
scopic marine algae that 
in, smaller amounts, offer 
important habitat for fish and invertebrates.  

Following several active hurricane seasons and high-volume discharges from Lake Okeecho-
bee and the Caloosahatchee basin, large accumulations of  macroalgae, mostly red algal species, 
were observed along numerous Lee County beaches.  It caused the public to seek the culprit 
and potential solutions.  A plan was developed by local governments to secure grant funding 
for research on nutrient sources and the cause(s) of these large algal mats of wrack.  

Several teams of scientists competed for the funding to study the red drift algae problem 
and their proposals were evaluated by City of Sanibel and Lee county staff.  Drs. Milbrandt, 

Coen, and Bartleson from SCCF were 
an integral part of the team that was 
selected to perform the study last fall.  
The research project goals are to ex-
amine bioavailable nutrients, includ-
ing those released by the sediments, 
and to determine the connection with 
attached macroalgae growing off of 
Sanibel and Fort Myers beaches.  The 
work will be conducted for a two-year 
period and will cover two inshore sta-
tions near the causeway and 10 off-
shore stations  from Redfish Pass to 
Bonita Beach.  

Cruises will start next month.   
SCCF scientific divers will visit the 
stations to collect data on the species 
composition, biomass, and productiv-
ity of any attached/drifting macroalgae 
(red, green and browns).  Divers will 
also collect core samples for nutrient 

The Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation 

is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to preserving natural 

resources and wildlife habitat  on 
and around Sanibel and Captiva 

through:
   

•	 Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•	 Landscaping	for	Wildlife
•		 Marine	Research
•		 Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

   

For more information
or to make program reservations, 

contact us at:
Tel. (239) 472-2329

Website: www.sccf.org
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by the Marine Lab Staff
SCCF Scientists Embark on Macroalgal Research with Collaborators

Macroalgae on Sanibel beaches (January 2008)

SCCF divers A.J. Martignette, Brad Klement, and Jeff 
Siwicke will be determining algal species composition 
and biomass for the two-year project.

Continued right
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analysis and small scale (mesocosm) incubations, which will 
determine the concentration and flux of nutrients from the 
bottom sediments to the overlying water column.  These 
data will be used to determine relationships between where 
and when the large algal mats occur, and the availability of 
nutrients and light -- both thought to be critical in con-
trolling algal abundance.  Grazers, such as sea urchins are 
also thought to be important in determining the amount 
of attached algae, as  are sources of attachment (living and 
dead organisms and shell debris), both of which will be 
documented by SCCF scientists using underwater video.  
Daily beach assessments will also concurrently assess the 
status of wrack on the beaches using SCCF and other vol-
unteer observers.

While SCCF will be working closely with other inves-
tigators on the team to complete their portion of the study, 
there are three additional pieces of work that will contribute 

to our understanding of macroalgal accumulations in adja-
cent  coastal waters.  A region-specific hydrodynamic model 
(to better predict water currents) will help us determine why 
algae accumulates on one beach and not on others.  Given 
that SCCF divers cannot cover the entire shelf, remotely as-
sessing biomass and distributions of algae will be pursued.  A 
towed video camera or sophisticated depth sounder is being 
evaluated to test larger-scale approaches for  determining al-
gal and sediment bottom type.  This will be ground-truthed 
by divers from SCCF and other direct sampling approaches 
to evaluate its validity.  If it has good compliance, then large 
tracts of the shelf can be surveyed more quickly, potentially a 
necessity if plants are small and short-lived.

Look in future SCCF updates for how the marine labo-
ratory is using RECON data in the macroalgae study and 
the relationship between bioavailable nutrients, flow, wind 
and macroalgae presence offshore and onshore.

$750,000

$525,000

SCCF still needs your help to reach our 2007-2008 An-
nual Fund Drive goal. Like all non-profits, we are challenged 
by the economic downturn. 

We also realize that our members were extraordinarily 
generous in helping us last year to acquire the Bob Wigley 
Preserve and the eight RECON water quality sensors, and 
needed to cut back in their giving to SCCF this year.

Even if it's a smaller gift, we still need everyone's help to 
reach our goal before June 30. If you haven't done so already, 
please consider making a gift to the Fund Drive.

The Annual Fund Drive represents our Members' con-
tributions to our ongoing efforts to preserve the land and 
protect the waters on and around Sanibel and Captiva.

For more information about this year's Fund Drive, 
please contact Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768 or at cgiat-
tini@attglobal.net.

2007 - 2008
Annual Fund Drive

Marine Lab
Continued from left



4

Volunteer Recognition Party:  Dancing with the Volunteers!

Volunteer Recognition Awards 2008
Greater than 1,000 hours:  Les Forney, Carol Fenniman & Sallie Soule
Greater than 2,000 hours:  Gwenda Hiett-Clements & Inge Glissman
Greater than 3,000 hours:  Judi Daugherty
Greater than 4,000 hours:  Tim Gardner
Greater than 5,000 hours:  Wally Kain
Greater than 6,000 hours:  Fran Cameron
Greater than 10,000 hours:  Beverly Ball
Greater than 15,000 hours:  Dean Skaugstad & Sam Landry
10 Years Served:  Sam Landry, Ginny Egensteiner & Dale McGinley
15 Years Served:  Renee Budke, Mimi Adams & June McKinnell
20 Years Served:  Doris Bowen & Chuck Hoover

Our volunteers were our stars at SCCF's Annual Vol-
unteer Recognition Party, held on March 12 at BIG ARTS.  
Staff and volunteers put on a fun take-off on the popular TV 
show, Dancing with the Stars.  After a buffet dinner, volun-
teers were recognized for the invaluable contributions they 
make to the Foundation.

Then the Hammerheads kicked off the performance 

with their rendition of "We Don't Look so Good Naked 
Anymore," accompanied by Chris Lechowicz on guitar.

Then it was time for Dancing with the Volunteers!  MC 
Richard Finkel ably kept the show energetically rolling 
along, and there was even a special appearance by Elvis 
(a/k/a Eric Milbrandt).
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Sea Turtle Conservation

Friday, March 28, around 4 p.m. 
brought an unusual sea turtle call to 
SCCF’s main office.  Sea turtle strand-
ing calls usually involve a dead sea tur-
tle on the beach.  This caller reported 
that the turtle, though injured with a 
cracked shell (from being struck by a 
boat), was alive and struggling to swim 
in the bay.  

Our faithful stranding volunteers 
Sandy Boyle and Allen Dunham re-
sponded quickly to assess the extent of 
its injuries and to determine if it could 
be brought ashore and taken to CROW.  
After a quick assessment, they realized 
they needed to call for reinforcements 
to get the large, male loggerhead over 
the sea wall and into the Jeep.  

A quick phone call rounded up the 
sea turtle program coordinator, three of 
our interns, both Snowy Plover tech-
nicians, and one of our land manage-
ment staff.  It took all nine of them to 
maneuver the turtle out of the water, 
over the sea wall, and then carry it to 
the Jeep.  The turtle was then taken to 
CROW, where he weighed in at around 
225 pounds, although he didn’t quite 
fit on the scale and was probably closer 

to 275 pounds.  His carapace was 37.8 
inches long and 28.4inches wide.  He 
remains at CROW and is receiving 
treatment for his injuries.

This turtle reminds us of why we 
need to be careful when out on the 
water.  Boaters need to be watchful of 

wildlife, particularly during this time 
of year.  As the waters warm, sea turtles 
are coming closer to shore to mate and 
nest.  Luckily, this turtle’s injuries were 
not fatal, but not every sea turtle is 
lucky enough to survive its encounter 
with a boat.  

by Amanda Bryant, Biologist and Sea Turtle Coordinator
Helping a Stranded Turtle

Photo by Linda Christman/Courtesy The Islander
CROW's Cat Turner checks on the loggerhead, who is immobilized in the sea turtle 
tank.  The water is flowing over the wound to keep it clean.

Volunteer Party
Continued from left

Above:  Mimi Adams, Marti Bryant, Renee Budke, Erick 
Lindblad and June McKinnell.  Marti and Erick with (right 
above) Doris Bowen and Chuck Hoover; and (right) with 
Sam Landry and Dale McGinley. 
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16th Annual Tennis Tournament

Native Plant Nursery
Captiva Community Panel Tree Subsidy Program Wraps Up
by Jenny Evans, Native Plant Nursery Manager

SCCF's 16th Annual Tennis Tournament, held March 28, 29 and 30, was a great success.  Once again, play was at 
The Dunes.  

 Champion Finalist
Mixed 4.0 Vinson/Settani  Athey/Athey
Mixed 4.5  Turner/Peters        Wheeler/Boston
Women’s 3.5 Cort/Staley           Bralove/Emilius
Women’s 4.0 Settani/Smith       Gworek/Streeter
Women’s 4.5 Doss/Wheeler      Turner/Taub
Men’s Blue C Marotta/Burks        Cohan/Risch
Men’s Blue A Gworek/Burch       Bralove/Reynolds
Men’s 3.5 Gordon/Graham    Schneider/Coyle
Men’s Red A  Rizzo/Watrous     Streeter/Pignotti
Men’s Red C Blue/Housler        Scherer/Ebert
Men’s Open     Peters/Peters       Century/Burbanks

Bill Burch and John Gworek, Men's Blue A Champions

Women's 3.5 Champions Jodi Cort and Debbie Staley with 
Erick Lindblad.

Marcia Hobe, Jon-Michael Gugliotta and Kathy Boyd from U.S. 
Trust - Bank of America

After two years of ordering and 
planting trees, the Captiva tree sub-
sidy program is coming to a close!  In 
early 2006, the Captiva Community 
Panel approached SCCF and the Na-
tive Plant Nursery to partner with 
their organization in a grant program 

from the Florida Division of Forestry.  
To assist in replanting efforts after 
Hurricane Charley and to encourage 
the use of native tree species, Captiva 
homeowners were able to take advan-
tage of a 75% discount from the Na-
tive Plant Nursery on select species of 

native trees.  All of the trees available 
through the grant were Florida native 
species, ranging from small statured 
trees and palms such as bay cedar and 
Florida thatch palm, to larger trees and 
palms including strangler fig and royal 

Photos of the area (left) during Australian Pine removal, (middle) after Australian Pine removal, and (right) after replanting.

Continued on Page 11
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Thanks to those who have signed 
up for our Action Alert e-mail notifi-
cation service and for your letters to 
legislators this session.  I have heard 
from Tallahassee that  SCCF and our 
members' positions are being received 
and making an impact.  Legislators are 
interested in early feedback to draft 
bills, specifically details about any op-
position so that they are informed and 
able to address objections.  Our email 
blast Action Alert has provided us the 
opportunity to notify our members 
and the broader community about is-
sues at critical junctures as they prog-
ress through the process.  

This session, critical issues have 
included working against pre-emption 
legislation, keeping the heat on the 
fertilizer bill and supporting a suc-
cessor program for Florida Forever.  
If you would like to be added to this 
Alert list, please sign up on our web 
site (www.sccf.org, where you'll find a 
newsletter sign-up box).  

Good News - Water Management Dis-
trict Governing Board members 

In the early weeks of the session 
several proposals were made to change 
the method by which members of the 
States five Water Management Dis-
tricts are seated, making them elected 
instead of appointment by the Gov-
ernor. With two appointments to the 
South Florida Water Management 
District Governing Board pending, 
this was an issue of great importance 
to us.  The proposed change was de-
signed to limit the Governor's ability 
to appoint members.  We are pleased 
to report that the House and Senate 
could not reach agreement so the pro-
posal was defeated, leaving appoint-
ments in the hands of the Governor.  

Late breaking news:  On April 9, 
Governor Crist announced two new 

Governing Board appointments.  
Robert G. "Jerry"  Montgomery, se-
nior vice president of conservation 
and environmental sustainability for 
Walt Disney World Parks and Resorts 
has been selected to replace Harkley 
Thornton representing the district 
north of Lake Okeechobee.  Paul Huck 
Jr., a Coral Gables lawyer replaces Ni-
colas Gutierrez  in the Miami/Dade 
County district.   Mr. Huck worked 
on water management cases when he 
served as  Gov. Crist's general coun-
sel and was on Crists staff when he 
served as attorney general.

We are actively working to support - 
SB1634 (Bennett) HB 1503 (Aubu-
chon) Healthy Beaches Wastewater 
Management 

This bill enjoys wide support and 
passed unanimously out of the House 
Committee on Environmental Protec-
tion with one amendment that limits 
the distance DEP must investigate 
wastewater treatment facilities to one 

mile.  DEP cited costs of $2 million 
to investigate farther distances.  When 
a health advisory is issued based on 
results of bacteriological sampling 
that result in beach closures DEP will 
notify each County and Municipality 
within a five-mile radius.  We’d like to 
see a statewide listing of noticed waters 
available to the public but this bill is a 
good start.  

Florida Forever & Everglades Funding
The House and Senate have taken 

different approaches to these two im-
portant funding initiatives and we are 
very concerned about the outcomes.  
The House leadership, most notably 
Speaker Marco Rubio and Policy and 
Budget Chair Ray Sansom, have zero 
funding for these two projects in the 
House budget, citing competition for 
limited resources this year.  

In contrast, Senate President Ken 
Pruitt, Budget Chair Lisa Carlton and 
Environment Chairman Burt Saunders 

Natural Resource Policy
SCCF Policy News:  2008 Florida Legislative Update
by Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Continued on Page 8

The Ceitus boat lift in Cape Coral (right).  The mangroves to the left have been 
washed out, one of several breaches along the canal.  See page 8 to learn more. 



8

Nature Almanac
Tides, Tannins and Trash
by Kristie Anders, Education Director

My effort at a nature almanac turns from nesting birds 
to thoughts about being out on the water.  I have spent 
years, almost daily, commuting by boat. 

Late spring means redfish tail up on the grass flats. Tar-
pon come into the passes and bays to feed.  Schools of 
mullet darken the water.  Loggerhead sea turtles gather in 
the near shore waters.  Boaters swarm out on the water in 
increasing numbers as the weather gets warm. 

The water turns a cloudy ice tea color.  I usually curse 
the extreme low tides of January when my boat slip is mud 
and my boat is stuck, and now am reminded it happens  
again in late May and June.  The late spring high and low 
tides are some of the greatest extremes of the year.

I see Styrofoam, aluminum cans and all sorts of other 
debris drifting around the mangroves.  I think to myself 
that it must be the new season full of careless boaters but 
as I look closer the Styrofoam is green with algae and the 
paint has come off the aluminum cans.  Guess it’s not from 
this year’s crew of boaters. 

It is those darn high tides reaching far back into the 
mangroves freeing up the flotsam and jetsam tangled in 
roots and branches. The higher tide waters can set afloat 
debris that has collected for years. 

The tides dissolve tannins stored in fallen mangrove leaves 
and give the water a reddish brown color.  Add a little bit of 
wind from an isolated thunderstorm or two and the water is 
murky brown with tannins and stirred up sediments. 

I’ve learned to adjust the position of my boat in the slip 
with the extreme high and low tides of May and June.  I’ve 

learned to use old aluminum cans as practice for "man over 
board" practice pick ups.  I‘ve learned it is a great time to 
do my own coastal cleanup.

 I’ve learned to relish the aqua-colored water of March 
and April before the tides reach deep and before the heavy 
rail falls. I’ve learned to enjoy the estuary on weekdays, be-
fore everyone else is awake except for a few anglers. I’ve 
learned to be out in the boat at sunset or under a darkened 
sky when everyone else is headed home. 

I’ve learned to love the power of tall clouds growing 
even taller, colliding and communicating through electric 
bolts.  It is invigorating to feel the winds pulling into the 
clouds before reversing their direction as the storm rushes 
forward.  I have not learned to take cover as quickly as I 
should, but, wow, it is exciting!  Just how much faster is my 
boat than that approaching squall?

I try to wish away the hurricanes that may also add 
another element to the mix of the bay. So my mental al-
manac says, enjoy things now, before our estuary receives 
everything that washes down from upstream. The days of 
turquoise and aqua where you can see the bottom in 12 feet 
of water are precious and I’ve learned to enjoy them now 
more than ever. 

My mental late-spring almanac tells me to expect aqua 
waters to give way to iced-tea brown influenced by tides, 
tannins and trash.  Personally,  I’d like to hold on to early 
spring because in the fashion book, Color Me Beautiful, 
turquoise looks good on everyone. 

are supporting a successor program to Florida Forever to be 
funded at the current $300 million funding level and are 
proposing a minimum of $100 million for  Everglades res-
toration projects.  The $100 million funding would come 
out of the State's invasive plant species fund and would be 
split between northern and southern Everglades projects.   
As they go into committee, the Senate will be working to 
move the House to include funding for both projects and 
increase Everglades funding over the $100 million.  If they 
are unsuccessful this would be the first House appropria-
tions bill in 30 years with no land conservation funding.   

We have concerns and are working to improve or stop - SB 
2352 Aronberg HB 1267 Nelson  Protecting Urban and 

Residential Environments & Water
This bill has undergone several amendments but still 

serves to pre-empt local municipalities from adopting lo-
cal ordinances stricter than the model ordinance without 
meeting several qualifying criteria.  Several Action Alerts 
have been sent and the number of letters generated is mak-
ing a difference.  At this point, we could only support 
this bill if the January 15, 2008 qualification date and the 
multi-pronged test are both eliminated.   

Other Non-Legislative Issues of Concern
Ceitus Boat Lift – Cape Coral

In March, SCCF joined several local and regional non-

Policy
Continued from page 7

Continued right



99

To jumpstart the growth of the SCCF Marine Labora-
tory, our longtime supporter Gretchen Valade is announc-
ing an extremely generous challenge grant.

Gretchen is pledging to meet up to $100,000 in new 
gifts to the Marine Lab until June 30, 2008.  To encourage 
her fellow SCCF Members to participate, she is offering 
very unique incentives to those meeting her challenge:
•	 For	any	gift	of	$5,000	or	more,	Gretchen	will	give	a	

gift certificate for dinner for two, including a bottle 
of wine, to her Sanibel restaurant. Formerly known as 
Redfish Blufish, the restaurant has just been renamed 
Sweet Melissa’s in recognition of its extraordinary chef, 
Melissa Talmadge.

•	 The	donors	of	all	gifts	of	$5,000	or	more	will	also	have	

their names placed in a drawing for an all-expense-paid 
weekend for two at the 2008 Detroit Jazz Festival. As 
presenting sponsor of the Jazz Festival, Gretchen will 
provide airfare, hotel accommodations, and access to 
VIP festival events as her guests.

Your response to Gretchen’s generosity could mean as 
much as $200,000 to the next phase of the Marine Lab’s 
stewardship of the waters surrounding Sanibel and Cap-
tiva. We hope you can help!

For more details or to respond to this significant chal-
lenge grant, please call Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 or 
Marti Bryant at 472-2329.

profit organizations and two individuals to challenge an 
Amended Consent Order between the  Dept. of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) and City of Cape Coral over the 
removal of a stormwater structure known as the Ceitus 
Boat Lift.  The lift was required by the DEP in the 1970s  
to keep stormwater from exchanging between the extensive 
Cape Coral canal system -- created before permitting agen-
cies existed -- and the natural waters of Matlacha Pass.  A 
critical function of the structure was to prevent over drain-
age of ground water from Cape Coral and salt water intru-
sion into the extensive landscape that had been opened up 

by the canal network.  Over the years the system has not 
been maintained.  Now, a there is a blowout around the 
boat lift structure as well as numerous other breeches. all 
of which compromise the operation of the system.  The 
proposed Consent Order would require the removal of the 
structure within 90 days and then allow a stakeholder pro-
cess to meet and develop alternatives over the next year.   A 
similar situation in Charlotte County known as the Man-
chester Waterway took 10 years to resolve and is only now 
being rebuilt.  

Policy
Continued from left

Continued on Page 11
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May - June 2008 Program Schedule 

bUck key kayaking adventUre
When: Friday, May 23 at 9:30 a.m.
Where: Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located at  
 McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva
Fee: $45/person; reservations required; call 472-2329
We will paddle in the vicinity of Buck Key, just off 
Captiva, discussing the ecology of the back bay estuary 
and the work of SCCF's Marine Lab.  The $45/person fee 
will help fund SCCF's school field trip program. Space 
is limited so reservations are required.  Reservations and 
additional information can be obtained by calling the 
Conservation Foundation at 472-2329

dolphin and Wildlife adventUre crUises
When:  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound; departs McCarthy’s Marina, 
 Captiva
Fee: $20/adult, $12.50/children;
 Reservations required, call 472-5300
Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva Cruis-
es’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Island Sound.

otters & others: life along oUr trails
When: Guided trail walks at 9 a.m. on Tues., Wed. & Fri.   
Where: Meet at Nature Center and proceed to trails
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers
Guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habi-
tats, natural and cultural history, and preservation efforts. 

tUrtle tracks
When: Thursdays at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet at the Nature Center for a trip to a beach
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers, 
beach parking fee $2/hour
Learn about the life cycles and habits of the sea turtles that 
nest on our beaches, as well as other local marine life.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1	mile	west	of	Tarpon	Bay	Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329; Nursery (239) 472-1932

Marine Laboratory (239) 395-4617  
Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Hours: Open 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon. through Fri. 
Native Plant Nursery: Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. through Fri.

see nesting sea tUrtles

Kristie Anders, Director of Education at SCCF, will 
be leading the annual trip to Juno Beach on the East coast 
to watch sea turtles nesting.  The dates are Sunday, June 
22 or Monday, June 23 (choose the date you prefer).  Par-
ticipants furnish their own transportation and housing 
for the night.  The group usually goes out on the beach 
around 10 p.m. to begin watching and may stay out until 
1 or 2 in the morning.  Call Kristie at 472-2329 to reserve 
a place.  Numbers are limited.

On your own 
at the Nature Center    

Butterfly House

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the 
state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly 
House.

Human uses of florida native Plants

Explore our Ethnobotany garden to learn about 
Florida's native plants. Signs briefly explain how 
plants have been used for centuries for food, shelter, 
medicine and art.

trails

If you can't make the guided tours (see Otters and 
Others), we have trail maps in the Nature Center for 
the four miles of trails in our Center Tract.  These 
trails cover upland and wetland habitats, and there 
is an observation tower for a bird's eye view of the 
Sanibel River (really a slough) that runs the length of 
the Center Tract.

Have You Renewed?
Your membership provides the base for our contin-

ued growth, and it brings far more to SCCF than simply 
the financial support (which we appreciate!).

In the public policy arena, member numbers bolster 
our advocacy efforts.  When we can say to policy makers 
that we represent a large percentage of the islands’ popu-
lation, they pay closer attention.

Member dollars are a vote for preserving the very 
special and unique Sanibel environment. 

Member dollars also help support the work of the 
Foundation, from land acquisition and restoration, ma-
rine research, education, and policy and advocacy, to en-
couraging the use of native landscaping.  

We can't do it without you.  

10
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In the last two weeks of March, 63 
very excited Sanibel and Captiva resi-
dents called in their bobcat sightings 
to the Foundation. There was even 
one report of bobcats maybe for the 
first time on Buck Key.  The major-
ity of the calls came from the east end 
of the island… more people to see the 
cats or more cats?  

Eight reports of the “collared” cat 
pictured in last month’s newsletter 
came from the same general area with-
in the first week but  then stopped!!  
The picture of this cat with something 
stuck around its neck was taken on 
Periwinkle by Billie’s Bike Rental.   

Most bobcat sightings were of 
solitary cats.  Adult bobcats live soli-
tary lives except during mating which 
usually occurs during late fall to early 
winter but can occur any time of the 
year.  There were four reports of two 
same-sized cats seen together.  While 
walking her dog, one resident came 
across two cats she described as “fight-
ing.”  When her dog barked, they 
stopped and calmly walked off togeth-
er.  Maybe these were siblings having a 
tussle.  One observer saw a larger bob-
cat followed at a distance by a smaller 
one…maybe a mother cat teaching 
her kitten to hunt.  Three sightings 
of mother bobcats with kittens came 
in including the pair pictured above, 

taken on a West Gulf Drive beach ac-
cess.  This kitten may still be nursing.  
Kittens nurse from the dam (mother) 
for about two months, after which 
they are introduced to solid food and 
by five months begin hunting on their 
own.  The saddest report came from 
a resident who had been watching the 
same bobcat in her woods for 10 years, 
until it had been killed by a car on 
Middle Gulf Drive.  

It is amazing that these beautiful 

creatures live amongst us so peacefully.  
In thirty years on the island I do not 
remember a report of a bad bobcat/
human encounter.  

So keep those bobcat reports com-
ing… especially mother and kittens so 
we can learn more about where they 
raise their young.  Call Dee at 472-
2329.  If anyone has good digital bob-
cat photos please send to dserage@
sccf.org.

Wildlife Management
Keeping Track of the Islands' Bobcats
by Dee Serage, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator

This mother and her kitten were photographed by Pat Gertha.

Policy
Continued from page 9

Native Plant Nursery
Continued from page 6

Lee County has also filed  a challenge, citing water 
quality concerns.  Lee County was not notified or con-
sulted about the amendment to the Consent Order even 

though Cape Coral is a permittee under Lee County’s 
Federal stormwater permit.  The challenge will result in a 

Continued on Page 12

11

palm.  Through this program, 1572 trees were planted with 
50 properties participating in the program.  Interestingly, 
green buttonwood and sea grape were by far the most pop-
ular species, with 291 and 217 being planted respectively.  

Thanks to the Captiva Community Panel and all of the 
participating homeowners for replanting native species and 
making this a tremendously successful program!
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NATURE CENTER
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd.

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Rd.)
(239) 472-2329

www.sccf.org

Nature Center Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
October	through	May

Open	8:30	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	
June through September

Saturdays
Open	10	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	

December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

from December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Call	(239)	472-1932
for information.

Trails, Education Center, 
Nature	Shop	&	Bookstore:	
$3/adult,	children	under	17	

free, members free.

Printed	on	
Recycled	Paper

NON	PROFIT
U.S.	POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT	NO.	2
SANIBEL,	FL

Member Update by E-mail?   
Mailing costs keep going up.  If you would like to help SCCF 
save money (and paper), we can e-mail you a copy of the news-
letter (a PDF file), and we are also posting the newsletter on our 
new web site.

Sanibel Outback Winners!
SCCF is happy to announce that Candice Etheridge-Bowden and Kevin 

Bowden of Sanibel and Nashville, Tennessee are the winners of a special "Sanibel 
Outback" Jeep tour of the Foundation's preserves with Executive Director Erick 
Lindblad.  The winners will also each receive a SCCF logo shirt and lunch during 
the outing.  They were among the 864 members who renewed by March 15 to be 
eligible for the drawing for the trip. Congratulations to the Bowdens!

And, yes, Candice and Kevin, we're just checking to see if you're reading this! 

Chapter 120 Administrative Hearing.  Stay tuned!

Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge Complex - Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service J.N. "Ding" Darling National Wildlife Refuge 

Complex includes five regional National Wildlife Refuges:  "Ding" Darling, Pine Is-
land, Caloosahatchee, Matlacha Pass and Island Bay.   

The US Fish & Wildlife Service has initiated a Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
(CCP) process to develop a 15-year strategic plan for achieving the refuges' purposes.  

This is a tremendous opportunity to have input into the plans for these five NWR.  
Public comment is being taken through May 2008.  More information and details are 
available on their website www.fws.gov/dingdarling 

I welcome your thoughts and questions, contact me at rawessel@sccf.org.

Policy
Continued from page 11
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Marine Laboratory News
Three days of sampling in June were dedicated to determining the dis-

tribution and abundance of offshore and nearshore drift algae.  Sampling 
consisted of shooting video transects, diver collections of algae, and a brief 
characterization of the benthic invertebrate community at several sites.  The 
fourth day was devoted to collecting sediment cores for FGCU (Florida Gulf 
Coast University) collaborators.  Lab staff were accompanied by a photogra-
pher and columnist from the Fort Myers News-Press.  You'll find a link to the 
story at our website:  http://sccf.org/news.aspx?type=1)

- Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Research Scientist

Eric Milbrandt collecting algae samples.
Photos courtesy Valerie Roche, News-Press

The Marine Lab welcomes Dr. Alex 
Rybak, our new Marine Scientist and Da-
tabase Administrator.  Alex is a specialist 
in Geographic Information Systems (GIS).  
The enormous amount of data being col-
lected by the RECON sensors provides a 
way to begin understanding the complex 
dynamics of the river and estuary.  It also 
provides a challenge:  analyzing and inte-
grating the data, and then presenting it in 
an easily understood format.  

The graphing capability on our RE-
CON website allows users to manipulate 
the data and compare different variables.  
GIS is part database, capable of sophisti-

Lab Welcomes Alex Rybak

Continued on page 2

cated data manipulation.  However, GIS brings data analysis to a new level.  
Instead of simply viewing charts and graphs of the data, GIS can embed data 
in 3D maps -- even movies -- that can show changes spatially (across a series of 
locations) and/or temporally (over time).  

Alex will be collecting satellite imagery of Sanibel and the Caloosahatchee/
Lake Okeechobee watersheds, and incorporating those with RECON data, plus 
data collected by Lab scientists from other projects.  Data will be standardized 
into a library that will be available to other researchers, and Alex will also be 
working with Natural Resource Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel.  Alex and his 
GIS expertise will be a very valuable addition to the work of the Lab.

Before coming to SCCF, Alex worked in the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
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The Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation 

is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to preserving natural 

resources and wildlife habitat  on 
and around Sanibel and Captiva 

through:
   

•	 Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•	 Landscaping	for	Wildlife
•		 Marine	Research
•		 Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

   

For more information
or to make program reservations, 

contact us at:
Tel. (239) 472-2329

Website: www.sccf.org
    

Board of Trustees
2007 - 2008

Paul	Roth
President

Wally	Kain
Vice President

Bruce	Rogers
Secretary

Ron	Gibson
Treasurer    

 Bill Fenniman
Jim	Haggart

Gwenda	Hiett-Clements
John	La	Gorce

Tom Lagan
David Lowden
Jack Thomas
Linda Uhler

Barbara	Von	Harten
Nanelle	Wehman
Art	Weissbach

    
Erick Lindblad

Executive Director
 

Member Update Contributors
Kristie	Anders

Dr.	Rick	Bartleson
Dr. Loren Coen 
Jenny	Evans
Harris	Gilbert
Cheryl	Giattini

Chris Lechowicz
Dr.	Eric	Milbrandt

Erick Lindblad
Karen	Nelson

Dee	Serage-Century 
Melissa	Upton 
Rae	Ann	Wessel

Marine Lab Director Dr. Loren Coen par-
ticipated in the recent NOAA National Sym-
posium (see http://aquaculture.noaa.gov/news/
shellfishsymposium.html) on Shellfish and the 
Environment in Warwick, Rhode Island.  Coen 
gave a presentation on the “Importance of bi-
valve molluscs: the habitat they generate and as-
sociated ecosystem services” and was one of the 
facilitators at the afternoon breakouts related to 
the morning’s presentations.  

The Symposium was organized by Dr. 
Sandy Shumway of the University of Con-
necticut, with the expressed purpose of fa-
cilitating discussions among scientists, pub-
lic policy folks, aquaculturists, NGOs, and 
resource managers to better understand and 
appreciate mariculture, including its environ-

mental positive and negative effects.
The two-day symposium included 18 invited 

speakers and participants from U.S.,  Canadian, 
Swedish and Finnish institutions, as well as U.S. 
Senator Jack Reed (D-RI), whose brief com-
ments emphasized sustainable aquaculture and 
the associated benefits of employing shellfish.

Lab Director Coen Attends NOAA National Symposium

Conservation Commission’s 
(FWC) Center of Spatial 
Analysis from 2005 to 2008, 
ultimately managing its Flor-
ida Aquatic GAP project (a 
GIS-based way to identify 
gaps in the conservation of 
aquatic species).  He served 
as a Principal Investigator on 
several large-scale GIS proj-
ects.

Alex received his doctor-
ate in Landscape Ecology 
from the Simferopol State 
University in Ukraine, where 
his research pioneered the ap-
plication of multiple environ-
mental gradients to classify 
landscapes. While working 

for the Ukrainian Academy 
of Agricultural Sciences, he 
designed and implemented 
long-term studies addressing 
conservation, ecological res-
toration and ecosystem man-
agement issues. 

Alex continued to work 
on coupling landscape struc-
ture with landscape processes 
in north Texas, where he ap-
plied GIS, remote sensing, 
and field monitoring tech-
niques to study local thermal 
characteristics and their ef-
fect on grassland bird distri-
bution.  

Based on his Texas and 
Oklahoma research, Alex 

will be receiving another 
doctoral degree in Natural 
Resource Ecology & Man-
agement from Oklahoma 
State University.  He has al-
ready applied for a faculty 
appointment at FGCU.

Rybak
Continued from page 1

GIS specialist Alex Rybak

Loren Coen (left) at the NOAA Symposium

The Cost of Your Member Update   
With today's rising costs, a larger portion of your membership dues goes to cover the 
cost of printing and mailing the Member Update, leaving less to support SCCF pro-
grams.  You can help by opting to receive the Member Update via e-mail, as a PDF 
file.  We are also posting the newsletter on our web site (www.sccf.org).  Please give us 
a call at 472-2329 if you would like to receive your Update by e-mail... and help us 
conserve our membership dollars.
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REALLY, REALLY BIG NEWS!
Last week we were witness to an initiative of monumental 

proportion that opens a whole new chapter in the history of  
Everglades restoration.  On June 24, 2008 Governor Charlie 
Crist held a press conference at Stormwater Treatment Area 
1 -- on the edge of the A.R. Marshall/Loxahatchee National 
Wildlife Refuge -- to announce the purchase of 187,000 
acres or 292 square miles of land in the Everglades Agricul-
tural Area (EAA) from U.S. Sugar Corporation.  The pur-
chase, more than twice the size of Orlando, is being called a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity and a critical missing link 
in achieving fundamental restoration.    

The announcement featured the signing of a “Statement 
of Principles” that will guide the negotiations and transfer of 
land and improvements – including a rail line, sugar refining 
facility and office equipment.  The deal, which is scheduled 
to close in November, will allow U.S. Sugar to continue op-
erations for six years, at which point the 77-year-old com-
pany would close.  

What it means:  
This purchase represents an opportunity to restore 

historic water flow south out of Lake Okeechobee to and 

Natural Resource Policy
by Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Continued on page 8

Update on Valade Marine Lab Challenge Grant
We’re so pleased to present the final 

update on the incredible challenge grant 
issued by our good friend and ardent 
supporter, Gretchen Valade. Thanks 
to her $100,000 challenge, and those 
members who responded so generously 
to it, the SCCF Marine Laboratory has 
an additional $161,540 in support of 
its ongoing research activities.

Those responding to Gretchen’s 
Challenge were:  Wayne & Linda 
Boyd; John & Deborah LaGorce; 
Philip & Roberta Puschel; On behalf 

of the Kaemmer Family of the HRK 
Foundation (Martha & Art Kaemmer, 
Kate Tilney & Fred Kaemmer, Julia & 
Eric Hynnek & children, Richard & 
Deborah Donahue; Mike Kelly; Chip 
& Nancy Roach; Shipley Foundation; 
Annie Skaugstad-Nachtsheim; Janie & 
Charlie Frese; Peter & Peggy Rosen-
blum; Belle Lipsky; Art & Joyce Weiss-
bach; Gwenda Hiett-Clements & Len 
Clements; and Tom & Linda Uhler.

The names of donors of all gifts of 
$5,000 or more were placed in a draw-

ing for an all-expense-paid weekend for 
two at the 2008 Detroit Jazz Festival. 
As presenting sponsor of the Jazz Fes-
tival, Gretchen will provide airfare, ho-
tel accommodations, and access to VIP 
festival events as her guests.

And the winner of the trip to the 
2008 Detroit Jazz Festival is...

Mike Kelly! Above:  Gretchen Valade.  Left:  Amanda 
Bryant draws the winning name, assisted 
by (from left) Kristie Anders, Erick Lind-
blad, Marti Bryant and Richard Finkel.
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Native Plant Nursery
Botanical Explorations:  How Does Florida Compare to the Bahamas?
by Jenny Evans, Native Plant Nursery Manager

Just outside of the cabin was the big-
gest and most beautiful cinnecord that I 
have ever seen.   Tetrazygia, in full bloom, 
littered the roadside, growing out of ev-
ery imaginable space.  Rare plants prolif-
erated, from pine pink orchids to locust 
berries the size of trucks.  

During my recent vacation, I was 
fortunate enough to participate in a 
Flora of the Bahamas class with Miami 
University of Ohio.  We were located on 
Andros Island, Bahamas, and the profes-
sors, experts in Bahamian flora, led the 
class to remote and unique ecosystems 
throughout the island.  During the en-
tire two weeks, I found myself with my 
mouth hanging open, repeating the 
phrase, “Wow!  That’s the biggest (insert 
name of plant) that I’ve ever seen! ”  

Due to the proximity, there are a 
large number of plant species that oc-
cur both in Florida and in the north-
ern Bahamas.  Andros Island is located 
approximately 150 miles southeast 
of Miami.  It is the largest Bahamian 
island at roughly 110 miles long and 
40 miles wide.  The island has a large 
freshwater lens, and similar to south-
western Florida, habitats vary from 
freshwater marsh ecosystems to tropi-
cal hardwood hammocks, pine flat-
woods to mangrove swamps.   

What was perhaps the most inter-
esting to me, aside from seeing lots and 

lots of fantastic plants, was the distribu-
tion of the plants.  On Sanibel, I am 
used to seeing hardwood hammock 
ecosystems dominated by mastic trees, 
gumbo limbo, strangler fig, myrsine, 
white indigo berry, and wild olive.  On 
Andros, gumbo limbos still prolifer-
ated, but many of our common plants 
were somewhat scarce.  Many of the 
common Bahamian flora were plants 
that are rare and endangered on the east 
coast of Florida and in the Florida Keys.  
For instance, cinnecord and locust ber-
ry, listed as endangered and threatened 
respectively for the state of Florida, were 
common in almost every habitat.  Sur-
prisingly, the ubiquitous cabbage palm 
was relatively scarce on Andros, only 
occurring in two localized stands.  

Also interesting but disheartening 
is the encroachment of exotic invasive 
plants onto the island.  Brazilian pep-
per is just beginning to take a hold 
on Andros, only having arrived there 
within the last several decades.  Addi-
tionally, Australian pine and the exotic 
Scaevola or inkberry, has spread rapid-
ly throughout the coastline, displacing 
many of the native beach plants such 
as sea oats and sea lavender.  With little 
infrastructure to effectively deal with 
invasive plant removal, one can only 
hope that the spread of these plants is 
somehow miraculously slowed.

Nevertheless, many Bahamian 
people are well acquainted with their 
local flora and plants play an impor-
tant role culturally.  Local plant spe-

cies have been used for years to treat a 
variety of health maladies, including a 
bush tea touted for its promiscuous ef-
fects.  Additionally, several palm species 
are commonly used for basket making 
and as a roof thatch.  Many folkloric 
stories have also grown up around cer-
tain plant species.  This includes love 
vine (the orange string-like parasitic 
plant found blanketing many areas on 
Sanibel) whose story states that wrap-
ping the vine into a wreath and toss-
ing it in your beloved’s yard will cause 
your feelings to be reciprocated. 

Throughout the trip, I found my-
self remarking how similar the Andro-
sian and Floridian ecosystems appear.  
Upon further investigation however, 
the similar habitats really are quite dif-
ferent in plant species makeup, abun-
dance, and underlying environmental 
factors, such as topography, types of 
soil, weather, the abundance of fire, 
and salinity.  The large overlap in spe-
cies allowed me to make easy com-
parisons between Florida and Andros.  
More than anything, I have come to 
realize how unique our Florida envi-
ronment really is and how well our 
conservation efforts have preserved 
this unique place.
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Left: Pineyards on Andros appear simi-
lar to our pine flatwoods ecosystems here 
in Florida.  There is a major difference 
in plant species; south Florida pine flat-
woods are dominated by south Florida 
slash pine and saw palmetto whereas 
Bahamian pineyards are dominated by 
Bahamian pine and silver thatch palm.

An Andros beach covered with Sea lavender, 
a rare plant in Florida.  Australian pine 
(interspersed with the sea lavender) is also 
an invasive exotic tree in the Bahamas.
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The discovery of a deceased Nile monitor lizard 
(Varanus niloticus) in a private lake near Rabbit Road on 
June 14, 2008 provides the first specimen from Sanibel that 
could be examined.  There have been two verified reports 
and two reputable but unverified reports from Sanibel over 
the past three years.  

The first verified occurrence was a photograph from 
the west end of the island (Heron’s Landing subdivision) 
and the second was a police video from the east end of the 
island near Beachview Golf Course.  The two unverified 
reports were from Gulf Pines and from Rabbit Road by 
SCCF staff.

A necropsy was performed by Chris Lechowicz, on Fri-
day, June 19, 2008 at the SCCF Marine Lab.  Staff from 
the City of Sanibel‘s Department of Natural Resources, 
SCCF’s Wildlife Habitat Management and Marine Lab 
were present.  

It is unknown how long the animal had been deceased 
but from the internal examination it appears that it had 
not been very long.  There were no external signs of trau-
ma and the gut appeared to be normal. The only contents 
found in the digestive tract were an egg shell and some 
leaves. The positive identification of the egg is inconclusive 
at this time, but it appears to be a freshwater turtle egg.  Dr. 
Todd Campbell, the head researcher who studied the Cape 
Coral population, stated that Nile Monitors that are found 
dead usually have very little in their stomach, which was 
the case with this individual.

Internal investigation showed that this animal was a 
male. The lizard had a total length of 1840 mm (6.04 ft) 
and a snout-vent-length (SVL, the body length minus the 
tail), of 750 mm (2.46 ft). It weighed 6713 g (14.8 lb).  If 
the animal had been a female, it would have been one of 
the largest females known to southwest Florida and could 
of laid a lot of eggs before it died.

There is a small possibility that the deceased animal is 
the same animal that was reported from the east and west 
ends of the island. This is the best case scenario.  It could 
easily be using the Sanibel River as a highway to get from 
one end to another. If it did emigrate from Cape Coral by 
swimming and island-hopping then it would be relatively 
easy for the monitor to travel from one end of Sanibel to 
the other. Right now, we cannot say that there is an estab-
lished population on the island. For an established popula-
tion, there must be reproduction and hatchling success.  As 
of yet, no one has reported a hatchling or juvenile monitor 
on Sanibel.  We have one specimen and we must wait for 

another to be reported.
For more info on Nile Monitors, see our website:  

http://sccf.org/content/42/Nile-Monitor-Lizards.aspx

Wildlife Habitat Management
Nile Monitor "In Custody"
by Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist/Technical Coordinator

5
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Environmental Education:  SCCF works with local schoolchildren

5th Graders Present Pick Preserve Projects
SCCF has been working with The Sanibel School’s 

fifth graders throughout the school year, studying ecosys-
tems and the species of SCCF’s Pick Preserve located across 
the street from The School.  Each fifth grader was assigned 
a different animal or plant to research and report on.  Rich-
ard has worked with the students in The Pick Preserve and 
back in their classroom along with their teachers Anne 
Godsea and Monica DeBarr.  The two fifth grade classes 
put together a catalog of about fifty different wildlife and 
plant species that can be seen within Sanibel’s interior wet-
lands and mid island ridges, and then all the fifth graders 
went to SCCF’s Pick Preserve to present their research to 
SCCF, their teachers and to their fellow classmates.

The Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation’s (SCCF) Marine 
Lab is conducting an ongoing Mangrove Growth study and restora-
tion project in Clam Bayou.  As part of SCCF’s educational outreach, 
Richard worked with local High Schools where students conducted 
growth experiments with red mangrove propagules (seedlings) as a way 
of learning about the ecology of the back bay estuary system and the 
water quality issues impacting Southwest Florida.  After observing and 
studying the growth of the mangroves throughout the school year, stu-
dents from South Fort Myers High School joined SCCF in May to 
plant red mangroves along the shoreline of Clam Bayou.  These will in 
turn be used by Eric Milbrandt, SCCF Marine Lab Research Scientist, 
in his ongoing Mangrove Growth studies.  Mangroves provide habitat 
for a variety of fish and wildlife.  They help filter tidal waters and buffer 
inland areas from storms.  As part of our back bay estuary, they serve as 
a nursery for marine species.

SCCF Continues Mangrove Studies and Restoration Project With High School Students

6

As the school year wound down, Environmental Educator Richard Finkel wrapped up a number of projects.
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It’s all about the food web!
Second graders from The Sanibel School 

learned about the food web and interdependency, 
following a walk through SCCF’s Pick Preserve 
with Richard.

SCCF Hosts Oasis Middle School
The Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foun-

dation (SCCF) hosted sixth graders from Oa-
sis Middle School in Cape Coral for a day of 
studying barrier island ecology.  Richard led 
the students on a hands-on exploration of the 
interior freshwater wetlands and upland ridges 
along SCCF’s nature trails. Then it was on to 
the beach for a discussion about the dynamics 
of the beach, the life along the shoreline and 
the nesting habitat of loggerhead sea turtles and 
snowy plovers.  The students were able to see 
firsthand how unique and vital the ecology is on 
Sanibel and southwest Florida.

SCCF Takes 4th Graders to Randell
In May, Richard led Sanibel School 4th graders on a trip to Ran-

dell Research Center.  A boat ride to and from Pineland, courtesy of 
Captiva Cruises, provided the chance for an on-the-water lesson about 
the estuary.

Wildlife Education
Gator Tales from Kent Vliet, University of Florida
by Dee Serage, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator

This April, Kent Vliet from the Department of Zool-
ogy at the University of Florida in Gainesville presented 
his program on alligator behavior to a packed SCCF au-
ditorium.  The program's video and sound clips included 
the “water dance” created by subsonic vibrations of the 
male gator as part of the mating ritual.  A second alligator 
program was presented to the Dunes golf course workers,  

helping  them to understand the gator behavior they ob-
serve daily.  A better understanding of alligator behavior 
helps ensure human safety as well as the gator's survival on 
the islands.  Plans are in the works for similar training for 
other island golf courses in the future.

Here are highlights from Kent’s program:
To his knowledge there has never been a reported death 

Continued on page 12
7
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Special thanks to our Solstice Cruise sponsors:
Paul McCarthy of Captiva Cruises, Pat & Delbert Allen, Karen Bell & Dan Schuyler of Lily & Co., Mary Jo & Don 

Boler, Doris Bowen, Becky & Mac Briggs, Mary & Steve Brogan, Lisa Brooks, Jeff Brown, Carolyn & John Connors, 
Bonnie & John Dale, Dennis Geoghan & Grace Morgan, Maureen & Jack Ghublikian, Phyllis & Ron Gibson, Gregg 
Gooding of South Seas Island Resort, Christina & Mike Gordon, Mike Gulnac, Brenda & Marty Harrity, Elaine & Fred 
Hawkins, Carol & Roch Hillenbrand, Dave Jensen, Gina & John Jensen, Liddy Johnson, Mike Kelly, Deborah & John 
LaGorce, Marjorie & John Madden, Victor Mayeron, Sarah & Chip McClure, Marjorie & Joe Meek, Cannella & Mike 
Mullins, Cyndy & John O'Hara, Nathalie & Dick Pyle, Barb Renneke & Greg LeBlanc, Sandy Stillwell & Harry Silver-
glide, Starr & Jack Thomas, Nanelle Wehmann.

Thanks to the generosity of Paul McCarthy of Captiva Cruises, 
our fundraising year was capped by a Sunset Solstice Cruise aboard 
the Lady Chadwick.  

Paul and Nanelle Wehmann put their heads together and orga-
nized a fabulous catered cruise.  Thanks to their hard work, and the 
generosity of their guests and Captiva Cruises, $40,000 was raised 
during the event. 

Combined with funds raised from our supporters earlier in the 
fiscal year, that brings the Annual Fund Drive total to $665,000 for 
the year ending June 30.

"We were shy of our $750,000 goal for this year, but thanks to ev-
eryone's best efforts to support our ongoing work, we came pretty darn 
close," said Erick Lindblad. "It's a tough economy, and we're grateful 
for where we are today and to everyone who helped get us here."

through the Everglades, Everglades National Park and Flor-
ida Bay.  This alone accomplishes a central, critical function 
of Everglades Restoration that the current plan - the Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) (a/k/a the 
“Yellow Book”) did not achieve.   It could restore hydrol-
ogy to a portion of the historic Everglades wetland system, 
allowing natural wetland systems to re-emerge to treat the 
water as it sheet flows south, feeding water to the Park and 
Florida Bay, long starved for freshwater.   

For the river and estuaries, it could provide a relief 
valve from damaging high water flows by re-establishing 
an historic flowway outlet for water from the lake.  It is 
estimated that 85% of the excess flows could be eliminated.  
This new development removes a huge impediment to res-
toration planning that the CERP plan had to work around.  
As displayed on the map, parcels owned by U.S. Sugar are 
spread across the EAA, so creation of a flowway will require 
swapping of parcels.  Toward that end, discussions are un-
derway with Florida Crystals Corp. about swapping parcels 
so the State could purchase a contiguous swath of land.

What happens to the current plan?   
This will take time to study.  A direct result is that the 

restoration planning will need to be reopened to evaluate 
projects for their function under a new landscape plan.  We 
may finally be able to purge some doomed projects such as 
aquifer storage and recovery (ASR).  Other alternatives pre-
viously not considered could be re-examined, some projects 
may need to be changed and others may be reprioritized.  
We will continue to work closely with the planning and 
re-evaluation efforts to assure that west coast alternatives 
are evaluated.

Behind the Scenes - How it came about:  
Central to this development are Governor Crist's ap-

pointees to the SFWMD Governing Board, a federal law-
suit by Earth Justice over backpumping from the EAA 
into Lake Okeechobee and pressure from all quarters of 
the environmental community over water quality degrada-
tion.  Credit is being given to Earth Justice, who last year 
sued in Federal Court over the practice of backpumping 
excess water from the EAA into Lake Okeechobee.  The 
court found that the backpumping constituted a viola-
tion of Federal water law and would require a stormwater 
(NPDES) permit.  Following this decision, the Governing 

Natural Resource Policy
Continued from Page 3

2007 - 2008 Annual Fund Drive

Paul McCarthy and Nanelle Wehmann

Continued right
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board in a close vote decided to discontinue backpumping.  
The vote was carried by Governor Crist's appointees.  As a 
result of this action, in November U.S. Sugar Corp. lobby-
ists appealed to Gov. Charlie Crist about water restrictions 
in Lake Okeechobee and other pressures on farming in the 
EAA.  At this meeting Gov Crist asked about a buyout and 
the plan was hatched. 

Next steps:  
The first change to occur was the resignation of Water 

Management District Governing Board member Malcolm 
'Bubba' Wade, Jr., a senior vice president with U.S. Sugar. 
This will leave a position open for a new Governing Board 
member, who will be representing 10 counties including 
Lee, Hendry and Glades.  The District Governing Board 
met this past Monday and voted to adopt the “Statement 
of Principles” which will guide the negotiations.  Read the 
three-page document on our website.  By November the 
deal is scheduled to close.  In the meantime, work will be-
gin to evaluate projects and alternatives to determine how 

CERP, Acceler8 and Northern Everglades projects will pro-
ceed.  Stay tuned! 

First Mondays Policy series at SCCF
Those who joined us for our inaugural First Mondays: 

Policy at SCCF talk on June 2 know how critical the Ever-
glades Agricultural Area (EAA) is to the Greater Everglades 
system and the single most critical element responsible for 
damaging flows to  the Caloosahatchee.  Our July 7 policy 
forum will focus on the new opportunities opened up by 
the purchase of a quarter of the EAA and its implications 
to the Caloosahatchee watershed and coastal estuary. The 
public is welcome to attend our monthly series - First Mon-
days: Policy at SCCF on the first Monday of every month 
at the Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation.

 
Another successful River Action Day in Wash-
ington, D.C.

This year we once again participated in American Riv-
ers River Action Day in 
Washington, D.C. to 
lobby on behalf of ini-
tiatives to protect and 
preserve the health of 
our nation's rivers.  

We joined more 
than 111 advocates from 
36 states to meet with 
205 congressional of-
fices, emphasizing water 
quality legislation and 
funding support for Ev-
erglades restoration.  In 
addition to Everglades 
support we focused on 
the Raw Sewage Right to 
Know Act, Clean Water 
Restoration Act, Global 
Warming Cap and Trade 
legislation and the 40th 
anniversary of the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act.  

We have been lobbying for two years, along with Amer-
ican Rivers, for the Raw Sewage Overflow Community 
Right-to-Know bill.  This week, the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed the bill, which requires sewage treatment 

9

Natural Resource Policy
Continued from Page 8

Karen Bickford from Lee County 
Natural Resources, Rae Ann Wes-
sel, Jennifer Hecker of the Conser-
vancy of Southwest Florida and 
Susan Kennedy, Everglades Foun-
dation.

Continued on page 11
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July - August 2008 Program Schedule 

bUck key kayaking adventUre

When: Friday, August 15 at 9:30 a.m.
Where: Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located at  
 McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva
Fee: $45/person; reservations required; call 472-2329
We will paddle in the vicinity of Buck Key, just off Cap-
tiva, discussing the ecology of the back bay estuary and 
the work of SCCF's Marine Lab.  The $45/person fee 
will help fund SCCF's school field trip program. Space is 
limited so reservations are required.  Reservations and ad-
ditional information can be obtained by calling the Con-
servation Foundation at 472-2329

dolphin and Wildlife adventUre crUises
When:  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound; departs McCarthy’s Marina, 
 Captiva
Fee: $20/adult, $12.50/children;
 Reservations required, call 472-5300
Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva Cruis-
es’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Island Sound.

first Mondays:  policy at sccf
When: July 7; August 4  Coffee at 9:45 a.m.; talk begins at 10
Where: Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free

Join Natural Resource Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel 
for an in-depth look at different policy  issues affecting 
our area.  First Mondays is held on the first Monday of 
each month (except September will be on the 8th).  Rae 
Ann will also provide a overview of the events of the past 
and upcoming months and there will be time for Q&A. 

Otters & Others: Life ALOng Our trAiLs

When: Guided trail walks at 9 a.m. on Tues., Wed. & Fri.  
 inJuly.  No guided trail walks in August.  
Where: Meet at Nature Center and proceed to trails
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers
Guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habi-
tats, natural and cultural history, and preservation efforts. 

tUrtle tracks
When: Thursdays at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet at the Nature Center for a trip to a beach
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers, 
beach parking fee $2/hour
Learn about the life cycles and habits of the sea turtles that 
nest on our beaches, as well as other local marine life.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1	mile	west	of	Tarpon	Bay	Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329           Nursery (239) 472-1932

Marine Laboratory (239) 395-4617          Wildlife Habitat Management (239) 472-3984
Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Hours: Open 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon. through Fri. 
Native Plant Nursery: Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. through Fri.
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Special thanks to our volunteers who helped with the fiscal year-end 
inventory of the Nature Shop & Bookstore.  Two volunteers even flew 
in from the northern climes to help us count and record.  Volunteers 
from left to right are Martha Siders, Sheila Morley, Judie Daugherty, 
and Ellie Rende (not pictured but who also helped was Nancy LeFe-
ver).  We greatly appreciate their assistance with this annual project!

ButterfLy hOuse

Learn about the life cycle 
of the Zebra Longwing, 
the state butterfly, on a 
self-guided tour of the 
Butterfly House.

humAn uses Of fLOridA 
nAtive PLAnts

Explore our Ethnobotany 
garden to learn about 
Florida's native plants. 
Signs briefly explain how 
plants have been used for 
centuries for food, shelter, 
medicine and art.

trAiLs

If you can't make the 
guided tours (see Otters 
and Others), we have 
trail maps in the Nature 
Center for the four miles 
of trails in our Center 
Tract.  These trails cover 
upland and wetland 
habitats, and there is 
an observation tower 
for a bird's eye view of 
the Sanibel River (really 
a slough) that runs the 
length of the Center 
Tract.

On your own at the Nature Center   

Nature Shop Year-End Inventory
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The Center Tract trail system has a new map thanks to the fine artistic skills of Emily Schofield.  Over twenty copies of the new 
sign have been strategically placed out on the trails with the assistance of our Hammerheads and their excellent post-hole digging 
skills.  Thanks to all the volunteers who helped with this project. 

plants to notify the public in the event of a sewage spill.

Lake Okeechobee Regulation Schedule (LORS)
On April 28, Brig. Gen. Joseph Schroedel, commander 

of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, South Atlantic Divi-
sion, approved a new Lake Okeechobee Regulation Sched-
ule designed to keep Lake O water levels between 12.5 
and 15.5 feet throughout the year.  The lower water levels 
should help reduce large damaging flows to the coastal es-
tuaries in the rainy season and include base flows for the 
dry season; however, periods of very high rainfall would 
still cause excessive flows.  The lower levels will benefit the 
lake’s ecological health by maintaining water levels that will 
enhance the lake's littoral zone, critical to water quality and 
wildlife in the lake.  This schedule will be in effect while 
managers conduct a study of additional options for wa-

ter storage and management.  The purchase of EAA lands 
may add a new option to the rehabilitation of the Herbert 
Hoover Dike and future regulation schedules.  

Legal Proceedings on Water Quality Issues 
SCCF’s involvement and leadership on water quality 

policy has been recognized with requests to join challenges 
to enforce water quality standards through legal channels.  
Such actions generally occur as administrative challenges, as 
in the cases we are currently involved with at Harbour Pointe 
and the Ceitus boat lift - but also as lawsuits at the Federal 
level, like the one initiated by Earth Justice that is credited 
with pressuring U.S. Sugar to sell out their holdings in the 
EAA.  We’d like to know if there is anyone with a particular 
interest in the legal process who might be interested in finan-
cially supporting challenges from time to time as they arise.  
If so, or for more information please contact me at rawes-
sel@sccf.org or Erick Lindblad at elindblad@sccf.org.

Natural Resource Policy
Continued from Page 9
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NATURE CENTER
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd.

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Rd.)
(239) 472-2329

www.sccf.org

Nature Center Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
October	through	May

Open	8:30	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	
June through September

Saturdays
Open	10	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	from	

December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday	through	Friday	Open	

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

from December through April

Closed	Saturdays
from	May	through	November

Call	(239)	472-1932
for information.

Trails, Education Center, 
Nature	Shop	&	Bookstore:	
$3/adult,	children	under	17	

free, members free.
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Gator Tales
Continued from page 7
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by alligator in the state of Louisiana and the first reported death occurred in Georgia 
this year.  Since 1945 there have been only 23 fatal attacks in Florida. 

 Alligators hunt from the water  surface not from underwater… so the bigger you 
look on the surface of the water the better.  If all a gator sees is your head, you look 
small.  Mre than half of the alligator fatal attacks in Florida were people swimming in 
fresh water!  Swim only in designated areas.

Alligators in a lake on the grounds of the university were taught not to bask on the 
edge of the lake that was close to a running trail.  Every time the grounds workers rode 
by in their golf carts, they carried cane poles and poked the gators until they moved.  
Subsequent generations of these gators still do not bask by the trail.  You can teach an 
alligator new tricks!  

Removing the largest gators just because they are big may not be the best idea, ac-
cording to Kent.  There is a pecking order and the big ones rule the roost.  So if you 
have a large gator in your lake that is not aggressive to humans, removing it may let a 
smaller gator you don’t know take over.

It is gator mating season:  Here is a funny gator story from Sanibel’s first gator 
trapper, Mark “Bird” Westall, who has been pruning vegetation on island lakes.  Ev-
ery time he fired up his chainsaw, the gators were attracted.  They like his vibrations.  
What he doesn’t know is if it’s the males or females or both!

If you have any questions about alligators or know where a gator nest is please call 
or e-mail me at dserage@sccf.org.  If you missed Kent Vliet’s program last year he will 
be returning to educate Neighborhood Gator Greeters and golf course workers next 
winter season.

Member Update by E-mail?   
Help!  Mailing and printing costs keep rising.  If you would like to 
help SCCF save money (and paper), we can e-mail you a copy of the 
Member Update (as a PDF file).  Please give us a call at 472-2329 if 
you would like to receive your Update by e-mail.
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In early July, the staff of Wildlife 
Habitat Management was alerted to 
the presence of a strange lizard at a 
resort on Captiva Island. Sam Landry, 
the sea turtle coordinator for Captiva 
Island, informed Amanda Bryant, sea 
turtle coordinator for Sanibel, that he 
had seen some kind of “new” lizard and 
believed they were Curly-tailed lizards. 
After I heard the news, I quickly gath-
ered my capturing tools and made my 
way up to Captiva. With the assistance 
of Brad Smith, Amanda Bryant and 
Heather Porter, we managed to verify, 
capture and document the presence of 
the Northern Curly-tailed lizard (Leio-
cephalus carinatus).

Curly-tailed lizards are of Bahaman 
origin. There are 28 species and most 
of them show island endemism.* They 
have been established in Florida since 
the 1940s. They were first released into 
the sugar cane fields near Palm Beach 
in order to control insects. They have 
spread across most of the southeast 

Coast of Florida as far north as Brevard 
County (Cocoa Beach). There are a few 
isolated populations on the west coast 
of Florida. The population on Captiva 
is only the second known population in 
Lee County (the first is in Cape Coral). 
They are called curly-tailed lizards be-
cause the males curl their tail to attract 
females. This curling action also occurs 

when provoked.
These lizards attain lengths near-

ing 12 inches and resemble fence liz-
ards (Sceloporus sp) that are native to 
the mainland but are not found on 
Sanibel or Captiva. They are diurnal 
and spend most of their time on the 
ground. They can climb trees but rare-

Above: Amanda Bryant and Brad Smith attempt to capture a curly-tailed lizard (in 
the white circle) with lizard nooses.  Below left: Basking on Captiva and Below right: 
Two adult curly-tailed lizards from Captiva in captivity.

A New Threat to the Islands
by Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist / IT Specialist

Continued on page 3
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Caloosahatchee Spotters   
SCCF has begun organizing a network of people who live along the Caloosahatchee to 

report on river conditions.  These volunteers will be reporting in whenever they see algae, dead 
fish, or a change in the river, and they will be sending photos when available, and the informa-
tion will be logged by GPS coordinates. 

This will allow us to begin building a database to augment the data being transmitted by the 
three RECON sensors that are stationed in the river.  Reports of changes and/or events can also 
be used to initiate deployment of our mobile RECON sensor to that area.  In the future, we are 
planning to add a water sampling regimen.  More info to come in future Member Updates.

Marine Laboratory
Seagrass Monitoring in the Caloosahatchee
by Rick Bartleson, Ph.D., Research Scientist & Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Research Scientist

SCCF’s Marine Lab is involved in two 
grant-funded projects for seagrass restoration 
and monitoring in the Caloosahatchee. 

Around Sanibel, we have a variety of 
seagrasses, and each species has different 
habitat requirements and salinity tolerance 
ranges.  Widgeon grass (Ruppia maritima) 
is a submersed flowering plant that is found 
worldwide.  It grows in the high-salinity wa-
ter around Sanibel as well as in the Caloosa-
hatchee’s brackish and freshwater. 

Ruppia has two forms: vegetative (which 
has shoots with short leaves, up to 7 inches 
long), and reproductive (which has multi-
branched stems up to about 4 feet long). The 
leaves are very thin (less than 1/32 of an inch 
wide) and taper to a fine point. Widgeon grass 
reproduces vegetatively by rhizome growth.  
In sexual reproduction, pollen is contained in 
structures at the base of leaves on the long 
stems underwater, while the female flowers 
and fruits occur in clusters at the end of indi-
vidual stalks which are at the surface to catch 

floating pollen.
Tape grass (Vallisneria americana) is a 

submerged flowering plant that also grows in 
brackish and freshwater but does not tolerate 
salinities over 15 ppt.  Tape grass is a sub-
mersed plant that spreads by seeds or runners; 
sometimes it forms tall underwater meadows. 
Tape grass leaves arise in clusters from their 
roots. They are about one inch wide and can 
be several feet long. The leaves have rounded 
tips, and definite raised veins. Single white 
female flowers grow to the water surface on 
very long stalks. Tape grass fruit is a banana-
like capsule having many tiny seeds. 

Widgeon grass and tape grass are impor-
tant wildlife food which is utilized by many 
duck species including the American widgeon. 

Continued on page 6

The two forms of Ruppia.  Above: Vegetative 
Ruppia; Below: Reproductive Ruppia

Above: Ruppia male fruit; Below: Pollen float-
ing on the water surface
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Coastal Cleanup is Sept. 20
by Melissa Upton, Nature Center Manager
Conservation Foundation Coordinates Sanibel and Captiva Locations 
for the 23rd Annual International Coastal Cleanup

On Saturday, September 20th, hundreds of thousands 
of people will descend on beaches, lakes, and streams all 
over the world to remove trash and debris — on land 
and under the water.  Volunteers of all ages from every 
continent will form the largest one-day volunteer event 
on behalf of clean oceans and waterways — Ocean 
Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup.

At the local level, SCCF coordinates the cleanup on 
the beaches of Sanibel and Captiva as well as the Sanibel 
Causeway islands, working with the Ocean Conservancy, 
Keep Lee County Beautiful, the Lee County Environmental 
Education program and the City of Sanibel.  

What makes the International Coastal Cleanup unique 
is its data collection component.  Volunteers record 
specific types of marine debris being found, allowing 
Ocean Conservancy to compile, analyze and track this data 
year-by-year and make discoveries about the behaviors that 
cause the debris.  The final information is used to educate 
the public, business, industry, and government officials 
about the problem.  Understanding the problem is the key 
to finding long-lasting solutions.

The Coastal Cleanup is a way to get involved locally 
with an international effort, in which thousands of 
individuals are working together to clean up their shores – 
and have fun in the process.

Call Melissa Upton for more info at 472-2329 or just 
report at 8 a.m. on September, 9/20 to the Nature Center, 
or on the Causeway by the restrooms.

A group of volunteers at last year's Coastal Cleanup.

ly climb unless provoked. The main habitat appears to be 
coastal uplands, exotic plant communities and suburban 
landscapes. When threatened, they retreat into crevices or 
under objects near the ground (under buildings and AC 
units). They feed mostly on insects and lizards but will 
consume other prey smaller than themselves if they see it 
move. We found, during our trapping efforts, that they are 
very responsive to movement of small objects. 

It is unknown how they arrived on Captiva, but a likely 
answer is by way of purchased plants that were brought by 
truck from an area with curly-tailed lizards. These animals are 
popular in the pet trade and accidental or purposeful intro-
duction is not unlikely. They seem to be extremely localized 

on Captiva but eradication might not be possible without a 
lot of effort.  If left untreated, it is likely that they will spread 
in all directions on Captiva, ultimately reaching Sanibel.  All 
size classes were visible at this population, so reproduction is 
taking place. 

* An endemic species is the only species in a Genus that is 
found in a location. For example, the Sanibel Rice Rat is the 
only rat in the Genus Oryzomys that is found on Sanibel and 
is found nowhere else. For these lizards, most of those 26 species 
are each fond on their own island without having any other 
curly-tailed lizard species present.

Lizard
Continued from page 1
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This summer, the Conservation Foundation, in cooperation with 
Sanibel’s Summer Recreation Program, conducted weekly environmen-
tally themed activities for attending campers.  Campers came to the Na-
ture Center to explore, observe and learn about Sanibel’s wildlife.  Craft 
activities usually were part of the planned activity and campers are pic-
tured hiking to the observation tower, with frog masks and with dragon-
fly models.

Environmental Education
Summer Fun at SCCF
by Richard Finkel, Environmental Educator

Back in June, our Marine Lab staff 
was very happy to find the intrepid 
Hammerheads making some very nec-
essary repairs on the Marine Lab roof.

Hammerheads to the Rescue

Education Interns  
Thanks to a generous grant from the Sovereign 

People Internship Fund, SCCF has been able to hire 
two education interns for next season.  They will 
both be starting this month.
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Big congratulations go to Carol and Peter Wilkins of 
Poinciana Circle on Sanibel for winning our landscap-
ing makeover contest!  As our grand prize winners, the 
Wilkins received a home consultation, landscape design, 
plants, and plant installation for their front yard.  The 
prize also includes maintenance of the area for a year.  

The planning and design stages occurred in June and 
July, and by mid-July, plants were in the ground!  The 
design was structured around the Wilkins’ wishes to en-
hance their buffer from the roadway.  

Carol wanted to feature purple and red hues, as well 
as incorporating some ornamental grasses into the plan.  
As a result, the design includes lots of red and purple 
flowering plants including firebush, gaillardia, and lig-
num vitae.  Additionally, a virtual field of Muhley grass 
highlights the center of the yard, and will be spectacular 
during its fall blooming season.  

Keep your eyes peeled for more pictures as the land-
scape grows and matures.  It will only improve with age!

A glimpse of the Wilkins’ yard before the makeover.

Right: Andrea, 
working hard dur-
ing the plant instal-
lation.

Above: The fin-
ished landscape.  
Although the plants 
appear small now, 
in a few years they 
will begin to mature 
and fill in.

Native Plant Nursery
Congratulations to our Landscaping Makeover Winners
by Jenny Evans, Native Plant Nursery Manager

Thanks to All Who Opted for the Member Update by E-mail!   
We greatly appreciate the calls from members who have let us know that they would prefer receiving the newsletter 

by e-mail.  With today's rising costs, a larger portion of your membership dues goes to cover the cost of printing and 
mailing the Member Update, leaving less to support SCCF programs. 

We are also posting the newsletter on our web site (www.sccf.org).  Please give us a call at 472-2329 if you would 
like to receive your Update by e-mail... and help us conserve our membership dollars.
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Like other seagrasses it provides many 
valuable ecological services, such as 
increasing biodiversity and improving 
water quality. Widgeon grass, like shoal 
grass, is a colonizing species:  it is usu-
ally the first seagrass to show up in dis-
turbed areas, and it is fast growing. 

Seagrass loss
In the Caloosahatchee, very dark 

water from 2004 to 2006 following 
hurricanes and excessive releases from 
Lake Okeechobee resulted in long in-
tervals where light did not reach the 
plants on the bottom.  Ruppia popu-
lations in the river were adversely af-
fected, with only sparse beds remain-
ing. Conversely, tape grass can tolerate 
lower light levels but not high salinity, 
and the soaring salinities caused by 
the recent drought eliminated the tape 
grass population that once extended 
from I-75 to the US 41 bridge.

Water quality conditions in the 
Caloosahatchee have been extreme dur-
ing this decade (drought in 2001, rain-
heavy hurricanes in 2004-2005 and 
then drought again in 2007).  This has 
caused the significant loss of submerged 
vegetation.  As Everglades restoration 
projects are completed over the next 
several decades, conditions will hope-
fully begin to stabilize.  Among these 
projects is the C-43 reservoir on the 

Caloosahatchee, which was planned 
to help hold back water when there 
are excess flows, and to provide mini-
mum freshwater flows during droughts.  
However, there are serious concerns 
about the viability of that project and 
its lack of water treatment.  

Other Everglades-related projects 
that will directly impact the water 
quality of the Caloosahatchee include 
Kissimmee restoration, increased wa-
ter storage and the establishment a 
southern flow-way from the lake into 
the Everglades. Until Everglades res-
toration projects do finally come on 
line, restoration of submerged aquatic 
vegetation in the Caloosahatchee will 
require a multi-species approach since 
the extreme and unpredictable condi-
tions are expected to continue.

Restoration of Ruppia and Tape Grass
The seagrass project funded by the 

West Coast Inland Navigation District 
involves planting small plots of seagrass 
in caged bare areas, monitoring the 
plants and water quality, and using this 
data to calibrate a seagrass simulation 

model. Hopefully, the plots will spread 
and act as a source of seeds.  The plots 
will also be useful as monitoring sites 
to determine effects of changes in water 
delivery and nutrient loads associated 
with Everglades restoration projects. 

Since salinity variations are likely 
for years to come, tape grass restoration 
efforts have been limited to upstream 
of the Franklin Lock (S-79).  The S-79 
lock-and-dam structure blocks high-
salinity water from flowing further 
upriver, so that upstream populations 
are not threatened by soaring salini-
ties. Upstream tape grass can provide 
a source of seeds for the downstream, 
brackish reaches of our estuary when 
conditions are suitable for growth.  For 
the present, a saltwater-tolerant, fast 
growing species such as widgeon grass 
is the best option for downstream of 
Franklin Lock. 

Though water clarity has improved 
and there is now sufficient light for 
Ruppia, it is still sparse.  There are 
two reasons:  grazers and the wave ac-
tion of the water. When there is a low 
density of seagrass, grazers can eat the 

Marine Lab
Continued from page 2

Above: Caged Vallisneria americana in the Caloosahatchee.  Below:  Marine Lab 
Research Assistant Brad Klement planting tape grass in the river.
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September 2008 Program Schedule 

Buck key kayaking adventure 
for national estuaries day

When: Saturday, September 27 at 9:30 a.m.
Where: Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located at  
 McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva
Fee: $45/person; reservations required; call 472-2329
We will paddle in the vicinity of Buck Key, just off Cap-
tiva, discussing the ecology of the back bay estuary and 
the work of SCCF's Marine Lab.  The $45/person fee 
will help fund SCCF's school field trip program. Space is 
limited so reservations are required.  Reservations and ad-
ditional information can be obtained by calling the Con-
servation Foundation at 472-2329

dolphin and Wildlife adventure cruises
When:  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound; departs McCarthy’s Marina, 
 Captiva
Fee: $20/adult, $12.50/children;
 Reservations required, call 472-5300
Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva Cruis-
es’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Island Sound.

first Mondays:  policy at sccf
When: September 8 at 10 a.m.
Where: Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free

Join Natural Resource Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel 
for an in-depth look at different policy  issues affecting 
our area.  First Mondays is held on the first Monday of 
each month (except September will be on the 8th).  Rae 
Ann will also provide a overview of the events of the past 
and upcoming months and there will be time for Q&A.

 

otters & others: life along our trails

When: Guided trail walks at 9 a.m. on Tues., Wed. & Fri. 
Where: Meet at Nature Center and proceed to trails
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers
Guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habi-
tats, natural and cultural history, and preservation efforts. 

turtle tracks
When: Thursdays at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet at the Nature Center for a trip to a beach
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers, 
beach parking fee $2/hour
Learn about the life cycles and habits of the sea turtles that 
nest on our beaches, as well as other local marine life.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1	mile	west	of	Tarpon	Bay	Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329           Nursery (239) 472-1932

Marine Laboratory (239) 395-4617          Wildlife Habitat Management (239) 472-3984
Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Hours: Open 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon. through Fri. 
Native Plant Nursery: Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. through Fri.

Butterfly House

Learn about the life cycle 
of the Zebra Longwing, 
the state butterfly, on a 
self-guided tour of the 
Butterfly House.

Human uses of florida 
native Plants

Explore our Ethnobotany 
garden to learn about 
Florida's native plants. 
Signs briefly explain how 
plants have been used for 
centuries for food, shelter, 

medicine and art.

trails

We have trail maps in 
the Nature Center for 
the four miles of trails in 
our Center Tract.  These 
trails cover upland and 
wetland habitats, and 
there is an observation 
tower for a bird's eye 
view of the Sanibel River 
(really a slough) that runs 
the length of the Center 
Tract.

On your own at the Nature Center   

Marine Lab
Continued from left

new leaves as fast as they are being produced, meaning that 
enough new leaves aren’t being grown to increase density.  
To protect the Ruppia from grazers, it will be transplanted 
within cages.  Cages have been successfully used in the past, 
and they were recently used for the tape grass planting.

Once the Ruppia can establish itself, it can also begin to 
improve the water quality (by slowing currents and absorb-
ing nutrients) to increase available light levels, which also 

helps them grow. Once seagrass beds are large and dense 
enough, they can survive in poorer water quality areas and 
they can spread by vegetative and sexual reproduction.  

Seagrasses provide a rich and valuable environment for 
many of the species found in the Caloosahatchee.  Their 
re-establishment is necessary if there is any hope of taking 
the C-43 Canal and turning it back into a living river called 
the Caloosahatchee.
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Member Update by E-mail?   
Help!  Mailing and printing costs keep rising.  If you would like to 
help SCCF save money (and paper), we can e-mail you a copy of the 
Member Update (as a PDF file).  Please give us a call at 472-2329 if 
you would like to receive your Update by e-mail.

Do you enjoy working with the public?  Our Nature Shop and Bookstore is open 
Monday through Friday, and volunteers are needed to help greet visitors to our Na-
ture Center and to ring up sales.  It's a fun, casual atmosphere.  Please give Melissa 
Upton a call at 472-2329 if you would like to help!

July 4 Parade

Volunteers Needed in our Nature Shop   
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Thanks to the many 
volunteers who helped!



From Drought to Deluge:  
Perspective on Fay and Lake Okeechobee Releases

The power of one.  
It was only one storm, and only a tropical storm at 

that.  However, rainfall from Tropical Storm Fay set a 
new record for water level rise in Lake Okeechobee: 40 
inches in 17 days.  The record rainfall delivered by Fay 
raised the lake from a drought condition level of 11.3 
feet to 14.75 ft. seemingly overnight. Prior to Fay, the 
lake was under the control of the South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD) and being managed for 
water shortages. The dramatic rise in lake levels has shifted 
the focus of water managers to the safety of the Herbert 
Hoover Dike; control has shifted to the Army Corps of 
Engineers and they are in water release mode. (See Figure 
1.)   Ironically this one storm, in a matter of days, shifted 
us from two years of drought and water restrictions to daily 
dumping of lake water, causing significant imbalances in 
the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries 

The current releases are the first significant ones from 
Lake Okeechobee since April 2006.  However, just as Fay 
dumped water in the lake’s watershed, it also dumped 
water in the Caloosahatchee watershed. The bulk of the 
water that we now see coming into the river and estuary 
is from the Caloosahatchee’s 700,000-acre watershed.  We 
suspect this will change in the coming days as rains subside 
and releases continue.  On September 8, reports from the 
Army Corps of Engineers indicate that 58% of the flow at 
the Franklin Lock is coming from the lake.

Effects on Water Quality
The compound effect of local watershed runoff and 

lake releases are affecting water quality, and SCCF’s 
RECON (River, Estuary & Coastal Observing Network) 
sensors are allowing us to monitor those impacts.   So far, 
the most readily observable impacts are lower salinities, 
higher colored dissolved organic matter (CDOM), higher 
turbidity and low oxygen levels. For real-time data, check 
www.recon.sccf.org.

As recently as June, before we began to get summer 
rain, the salinities in the Caloosahatchee at the U.S. 41 
bridges was as high as 25 psu; it now totally freshwater (0 
psu).  [Salinity is measured in psu, practical salinity units: 
0 psu is freshwater; 35 psu is normal sea water.] Salinities 
should be in the range of 10 - 12 psu (see Figure 4). The 
freshwater now extends all the way down the river to Shell 
Point at certain periods during daily tidal cycling.  Salinity 
shifts are normal in estuaries and seagrasses and marine 
organisms have adapted -- but in the natural environment, 
these changes occur gradually.  For example, while seagrasses 
can withstand short periods of low salinities, the abrupt 

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director and Marine Lab Staff

Continued on Page 2

Figure 1.  Graph (slightly modified) from the Army Corps of 
Engineers showing Lake Okeechobee actual water levels (in 
blue); the average lake level (dashed red line) and the lake levels 
used to manage the lake.  When the lake is below the black line 
(water shortage management), the SFWMD manages the lake 
for water supply.  When the lake is nearing the red line (high 
lake management), the Army Corps begins managing lake levels 
with an eye toward the integrity of the Herbert Hoover Dike.

SCCF MeMber Update

OCtOber 2008
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changes we’re observing now can significantly 
impact their health, especially if continued 
over a prolonged period of time.

High CDOM (colored dissolved organic 
matter in the water) and high turbidity 
(suspended material) reduce light penetration, 
negatively impacting aquatic plants from low 
to high salinities. Seagrasses require higher 
light levels than land plants so decreased light 
and extended periods of freshwater can kill 
seagrasses.  High CDOM values associated 
with watershed runoff often reflect high 
nutrient inputs as well, which can contribute 
to higher red drift algae, harmful algal blooms 
and algae on seagrass blades, further blocking 
light (see photos right).

Decreased light to the river bottom 
contributes also to low dissolved oxygen 
levels, which affects aquatic organisms.  The 
high volumes of freshwater coming into the 
estuary from the WP Franklin Lock have 
depressed oxygen levels, ultimately impacting 
species unable to move away, such as clams, 
scallops, worms and oysters.

The combination of low salinities, high 
CDOM, high nutrients, low light and low 
dissolved oxygen all contribute in varying 
combinations to cause negative impacts 
on our river, estuary and backyard canals. 
A team of scientists from SCCF, FGCU, 
University of Miami and other entities have 
formed a partnership with local governments 
to investigate connections between water 
quality and dense macroalgae (red drift algae) 
washing up on Lee County beaches.

Watershed initiatives
This points to the continued need for 

vigilance in addressing regional sources of 
pollution in the watershed. With that in 
mind, Sanibel Mayor Mick Denham has 
initiated a series of water quality initiatives 
through the six counties of the Southwest 
Florida Regional Planning Council over the 
past two years.  SCCF policy staff and other 
regional groups have been working together 
to ensure local ordinances are adopted to 
address known sources of pollution.  The 
initiatives include a fertilizer ordinance, 
resolutions to change the management 

of waste water treatment plant effluent, 
package plant operations and septic tanks 
and stormwater regulations.  The importance 
of these initiatives has been recognized at 
the state level where statewide ordinances 
are being developed.  Currently SCCF 
policy staff is working with the University 
of Florida scientists on development of a 
strong statewide fertilizer ordinance; SCCF 
is hosting a technical working group session 
on October 6.

Affect of the lake
The lake releases have been triggered 

by the new lake regulation schedule that 
received final approval this past April.  The 
revised schedule was designed to manage the 
lake between optimal seasonal levels of 12.5 
feet – 15.5 feet.  This is in contrast to the 
old lake schedule, which was in effect during 
the devastating releases of 2004 – 2006, that 
allowed the lake to rise to 18.5 feet.  

To keep the lake in this desired range, 
the Army Corps of Engineers on September 
4 began an 11-day pulse release to the 

Photos by SCCF Marine Lab
Above:  Healthy seagrass beds.  Below: Seagrass 
blades covered with algae in a photo taken 
during previous release events.
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Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie rivers to 
keep the lake at its current level.   The 
pulse release involves smaller initial 
releases of 1500 cfs (cubic feet per 
second), which then build to larger 
releases of up to 5000 cfs (3.23 billion 
gallons per day). The change in lake 
level management is driven primarily 
by the deteriorating condition of the 
Herbert Hoover Dike.  Post-Fay lake 
levels are only 2.5 feet below the level 
that the Corps considers to be an 
unacceptable risk to the dike.  Given 
that Fay alone raised lake levels 3.3 
feet, we are potentially one storm 
away from serious problems with the 
dike.  

While managing the lake at lower 
levels will reduce impacts to the 
estuary, it will not eliminate harmful 
lake discharges.  The solutions must 
come from adding additional outlets 
from the lake and storage in all basins, 
including the Caloosahatchee. 

Fundamental solutions: A flowway 
south & increased storage

This one storm is a dramatic 
example of the need for additional 
storage for the protection of our 
estuary and water supplies.  We 
cannot achieve meaningful estuary 
protection and Everglades restoration 
without additional storage throughout 
the system. Storage opportunities 
and plans are in development but 
significant work remains on the 
funding and design.   

Above:  Figure 4.  Daily salinities at SCCF RECON sites from early April.  Salinities 
began dropping in June as the summer rain began, but then dropped sharply with 
the heavy rains in July and again in August due to Tropical Storm Fay.  (Salinities 
shown are daily averages.) 

Continued on Page 8

Right: Summary maps of RECON 
chlorophyll a data.  Chlorophyll a is used 
by scientists as an indicator of the presence 
of algae and phytoplankton (microscopic 
plants), and it can can serve as an early 
indicator of a harmful algal bloom. Its 
presence continues upriver and the increase 
in chlorophyll a can be seen moving 
downriver between August 17 and August 
24.  You can see graphs of the RECON 
data at www.recon.sccf.org.
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Farewell to a Nature Center Stalwart

Policy Issues Update
by Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

The gumbo limbo that has held center court for years 
on the Nature Center deck has finally succumbed to storm 
damage.  At the end of August, Native Plant Nursery 
Manager Jenny Evans began taking the necessary steps to 
have the tree removed.

On September 9, one of Hurricane Ike's outer bands 
hastened the process by lopping off one of the two main 
branches.  Around 6 p.m., during a spell of wind gusts, it came 
crashing down onto the deck.  Fortunately, no one was on the 
deck nor was there any damage to the Nature Center beyond a 
slight gash in one of the gutters.

As of press time, the tree is scheduled for removal before 
mid-September.

U.S. Sugar Purchase Delayed
Seventy-eight days after the 

Governor announced a plan to 
purchase 300 square miles of U.S. 
Sugar Corp. land in the Everglades 
Agricultural Area for Everglades 
Restoration, the South Florida Water 
Management District announced the 
deal will take a little more time as 
both sides work out details.  At the 
announcement in June the plan was 
to sign a contract by November 30.  
It now appears it may be 2009 before 
the deal is sealed.

The district hopes to work out 
simultaneous sales of  U.S. Sugar 
Corp. assets such as the mill and 
railroad to assist with the funding 
of the sale.  They also said they are 
seeking partners for the purchase.  

Inland Port
The U.S. Sugar Corp. land purchase 

has triggered a variety of ideas and plans 
for the land south of Lake O.  Palm 
Beach County commissioners have 
joined Florida Crystals -- the other large 
sugar producer -- in supporting a plan to 
build an industrial hub, or  inland port, 
on thousands of acres near Okeelanta 

where Florida Crystals operates a mill, 
refinery, rail hub and power plant.  It 
also happens to be in the center of the 
proposed southern flowway.  

The inland port would link 
Atlantic coast water ports with inland 
rail lines and roadways and is proposed 
as an economic revitalization project.  
The Palm Beach County proposal 
would occupy 3,500 acres along US 
27  and serve as a transfer station 
where shipping containers and trucks 
would meet. 

The Florida Department of  
Transportation has received proposals 
for the siting of such a facility at several 
other locations as well.  SCCF last 

month signed on a letter with other 
partner organizations  recommending  
no action be taken by local, state or 
federal agencies to process permits 
or comprehensive plan amendments 
regarding the location of such a facility 
until such time as the land purchases 
from U.S. Sugar and associated land 
swaps are completed.  This week Palm 
Beach County Commission voted to 
approve and support the Okeelanta 
site anyway.   

Ceitus Boat Lift
In March, SCCF joined several 

local and regional nonprofit 
Continued on Page 7

Florida Crystals' Okeelanta Plant
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For the first time in more than three decades a gray 
fox (Urocyon cinereoargentus) has been documented on 
Sanibel.  It was spotted in the beginning of August on the 
edge of the C.R. Johnston Preserve.  The last documented 
sightings of a gray fox occurred in 1974 and 1975 as 
reported by George R. Campbell in the Sanibel Report.  

Gray foxes are native to Sanibel and found throughout 
the state of Florida.  They are characterized by their gray 
upper body, reddish brown coloring on the sides of their 
neck and legs, and bushy tail with a black stripe on 
its upper side.  Considered a medium-sized mammal, 
the gray fox weighs 7-13 pounds on average.  They 
are approximately 15 inches at the shoulder and 21-30 
inches long (not including the 11-16 inch tail).  

Their preferred habitat is the dense cover of forests 
and swamps, but they are known for being very 
adaptable and often can be found in or near developed 
areas.  Despite this, they are not seen frequently because 
they are most active at dusk and dawn, spending their 
days sleeping.  

One of the most interesting 
characteristics of this species is its 
ability to climb.  Gray foxes are the 
only canid in North America with 
this ability.  They have strong, hooked 
claws that allow them to scramble up 
trees to avoid predators or seek food.  
Even with their climbing skills, their 

favorite food is not a tree-dwelling species: it is the 
rabbit.  Rabbits generally make up more than half of 
their diet.  They also eat mice, rats, birds, insects, fruits, 
and nuts.   

It is possible that these animals have persisted on 
Sanibel in low numbers for the last thirty years without  
notice. During the time when Brazilian pepper dominated 
our natural areas, food supply for these mammals would 
have been far less abundant and they would have had to 
share what was there with bobcats, hawks, and owls. The 
result would have been very low numbers of a species that 
is secretive to begin with. Now in the post-pepper era, 
prey species are much more abundant in the wildlands. 
This should result in the ability of Sanibel to support a 
breeding population of these animals once again.

In general, the re-occurrence and possible 
establishment of gray fox on Sanibel is a good thing 
for our island ecosystem. The greater diversity of mid-
sized predators means that no one species is likely to 
overpopulate. Or if one species should decline, other 
species are available to help maintain active predation 
levels and keep the system in relative balance.    

Wildlife Habitat Management
A Gray Fox Spotted on Sanibel
by Amanda Bryant, Biologist

There will be a state constitutional amendment on 
the ballot this November 4 that will have a positive 
impact, and the Foundation is encouraging a "yes" 
vote:

Amendment #4: Property Tax Exemption of 
Perpetually Preserved Land 

The Amendment would require the legislature to 
provide a property tax exemption (beginning in 2010) 
for real property that is designated, in perpetuity, as a 

conservation easement.  The Amendment would provide 
further tax benefits to landowners and may encourage 
further conservation.  The downside is that local revenue 
will be decreased; existing policies already favor those 
who preserve their land; and the amendment would not 
require public access to the lands to which it applies.

Based on information from the League of Women Voters 
website. For complete info, visit: http://www.lwv.org/
Election2008/index.html

Upcoming State Amendment Affects Conservation Issues
by Kristie Anders, Education Director

Photos courtesy of Pam Trombly
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Wines in the Wild
A Tasting of Fine "Critter" Wines

Saturday, November 15
at the Foundation

6 - 8 p.m.

Come join Tom Uhler, 
local wine aficionado, 

as we celebrate the insects, fish, 
reptiles, amphibians, birds and 

other creatures of our islands with a 
fun evening of food and wine.

$75 per person
Proceeds to benefit 

SCCF's Programs

For reservations call SCCF at 472-2329

Join our Host Committee by making 
a $500 tax-deductible donation to 
this event.  To learn more about 
the benefits of this sponsorship, 
contact Marti Bryant at 472-2329 
or Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768.
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October 2008 Program Schedule 

Dolphin anD WilDlife aDventure Cruises
When:  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound; departs McCarthy’s Marina, 
 Captiva
Fee: $20/adult, $12.50/children;
 Reservations required, call 472-5300
Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva Cruis-
es’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Island Sound.

first MonDays:  poliCy at sCCf
When: October 6 at 10 a.m.
Where: Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free
Join Natural Resource Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel for 
an in-depth look at different policy  issues affecting o r 
rea.  Rae Ann will also provide a overview of the events 
of the past and upcoming months and there will be time 
for Q&A.

Gator tales
When:  Wednesday, October 29 at 10 a.m. 
Where:  Nature Center auditorium

Fee: Free to members and non-members
The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. Flor-
ida’s history of gators and humans is closely intertwined. 
Learn about these fascinating creatures and what we must 
do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.

otters & others: life alonG our trails

When: Guided trail walks at 9 a.m. on Mon., Wed. & Fri. 
Where: Meet at Nature Center and proceed to trails
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers
Guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habi-
tats, natural and cultural history, and preservation efforts. 

turtle traCks
When: Thursdays at 9 a.m.  Beginning on Oct. 14, Turtle
 Tracks will also be offered Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
Where: Meet at the Nature Center for a trip to a beach
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers, 
 beach parking fee $2/hour
Learn about the life cycles and habits of the sea turtles that 
nest on our beaches, as well as other local marine life.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1	mile	west	of	Tarpon	Bay	Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329           Nursery (239) 472-1932

Marine Laboratory (239) 395-4617          Wildlife Habitat Management (239) 472-3984
Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Hours: Open 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon. through Fri. 
Native Plant Nursery: Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. through Fri.

organizations and two individuals to 
challenge an Amended Consent Order 
between the Dept. of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) and City of Cape 
Coral over the removal of a stormwater 
structure known as the Ceitus Boat 
Lift. The lift was required by the DEP 
in the 1970s to keep Cape Coral's 
extensive stormwater canal system 
from polluting the natural waters of 
Matlacha Pass Aquatic Preserve.  

A settlement agreement reached 
earlier this summer allowed the removal 
of the structure with the condition that 
an Ecosystem Management Agreement 
(EMA) working group would proceed 
to study the system with a diverse group 
of stakeholders to determine the need 
for reconstruction of the boat lift and 
make recommendations for restoring 
the historic and predevelopment flows 

to protect  water quality and mangrove 
habitat.  

In the last meeting it was agreed 
that the thirteen breeches, including 
the area where the barrier and boatlift 
were removed have been impacted by 
increased flows from the watershed, tidal 
pulses, and mangrove cutting and boat 
wakes.  The EMA settlement agreement 
established a one-year study period  
with the condition that permitting for 
replacement of the structure would 
begin at nine months if that is the 
recommendation of the group.  

You can follow the meeting prog-
ress through meeting reports posted on 
our website under Policy Issues / Land 
Use / Cape Coral Ceitus Boat lift.  

Harbour Pointe Update
The Harbour Pointe project came 

back before the Lee County Hearing 
Examiner for a two-day hearing on 
July 31 and August 7.  The hearing 
presented the revisions to the project 
that resulted  from the Hearing 
Examiner's 2005 recommendation 
and the Administrative Hearing 
from the  state permit challenge we 
petitioned for with the Captiva Civic 
Association in 2006.  The revised  
plan proposes expansive condos over 
2.61 acres of black mangrove basin 
wetlands.  You can read our  testimony 
in a letter to the Hearing Examiner 
on the policy section of our website 
under Policy Issues / Land Use / 
Captiva Island Harbour Pointe--Lee 
County Hearing Examiner 2008.  We 
anticipate that her decision will be 
issued this November.

Policy Issues Update -- Continued from page 4



NATURE CENTER
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd.

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Rd.)
(239) 472-2329

www.sccf.org

Nature Center Hours:
Monday through Friday Open 

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
October through May

Open 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from 
June through September

Saturdays
Open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from 

December through April

Closed Saturdays
from May through November

Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday through Friday Open 

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

from December through April

Closed Saturdays
from May through November

Call (239) 472-1932
for information.

Trails, Education Center, 
Nature Shop & Bookstore: 
$3/adult, children under 17 

free, members free.

Printed on Recycled 
Paper

Lake O  -- Continued from page 3
The greatest unexpected opportunity 

is the proposed U.S. Sugar land purchase 
of 187,000 acres south of the lake which 
could help restore the historic southern 
flow of fresh water from Lake Okeechobee 
to the Everglades and reduce estuary 
flows by 1 million acre feet.  In addition, 
the continued restoration of the natural  
meanders of the Kissimmee river and 
the rehydration of its historic watershed 
could hold an additional 1.5 million acre 
feet of water north of the lake and restore 
the sheet flow delivery of water to the 
lake which improves water quality as well 
as the timing of water delivery. 

 
The Caloosahatchee

Storage in the Caloosahatchee 
basin is critical.  The SFWMD (South 
Florida Water Management District) is 
proceeding with the C-43 West Basin 
Storage Reservoir. The C-43 West Basin 
Reservoir is proposed to accommodate 
170,000 acre feet of excess water to 
reduce high flows from lake discharges to 

the estuary.  The reservoir can provide one 
piece of the storage solution but concerns 
about water quality in the reservoir still 
need to be addressed with the addition of 
a water treatment component.  

However, still more storage is 
needed and a portion might possibly 
be available in the historical lakes of the 
Caloosahatchee valley.  One of them, 
Lake Hicpochee, sits directly downstream 
of Lake Okeechobee in Glades County 
and it is a 7,776 acre lake.  It was 
bisected and drained when Hamilton 
Disston dug the canal that connected 
the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee to 
Lake Okeechobee.  

The singular experience of Fay 
underscores the need for additional water 
storage within the greater Everglades 
ecosystem and our own Caloosahatchee 
basin.  The pending land acquisition of 
U.S. Sugar land south of Lake O is a 
tremendous opportunity that we need to 
encourage and support in conjunction with 
the critical storage and flowway projects.

NON PROFIT
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Marine Lab Begins Drift Algae Mapping Project
By Dr. Loren Coen, Marine Lab Director and Dr. Ray Grizzle, University of New Hampshire

SCCF MeMber Update

NoveMber 2008

In collaboration with SCCF, 
scientists from the University of New 
Hampshire and NOVA Southeastern 
University have started mapping the 
seafloor off Sanibel and Captiva, and 
adjacent Lee County as part of a larger 
study designed to address the drift 
algae problem.  

The project, discussed in past 
newsletters, is supported by Lee 
County and the City of Sanibel.  
Specialists in single beam sonar and 
underwater video, along with Marine 
Lab staff spent several days during the 
first week of October gathering data 
from study sites off Redfish Pass and 
Lighthouse Point.  

The sonar data will be used to 
characterize acoustic signals that 
indicate different bottom types, while 
the underwater video will be used to 
ground-truth the acoustic data, as well 
as provide supplementary information 
on bottom characteristics in areas not 
surveyed with sonar.  

Divers from the Marine Lab 
were also collecting samples during 
videotaping.  These early studies have 
already yielded surprising information 
on the large extent of hard bottom 

Top left: Coral; Right: Algae and shells; 
Above left: Buried pen shell; right: Sea 
urchin.  Right:  Dr. Grizzle and high-tech 
on the fly, or "how to read a computer 
screen in the blazing Florida sun."  Below:  
Lab researchers Mark Thompson (onboard) 
and A.J. Martignette (in the water).

Continued on Page 3
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Nominees for 2009 Board of Trustees

Janie Howland Frese
After moving to Sanibel 

in late 1982, Janie Howland 
Frese's first job was at SCCF, 
working with the Foundation 
and assisting the 1983 incoming 
chairman, Porter Goss.  In 1986, 
she started Island Homewatch, 
Inc., looking after people's residences 
in their absence, which she still does.  
In 1998, she started her real estate 
career and is currently affiliated 
with Re/Max of the Islands. Over 
the years, she has volunteered at 
the J.N. "Ding" Darling National 
Wildlife Refuge and the International 
Osprey Foundation. She has been a 
member of the board and Treasurer of 
Community Housing and Resources, 

2

S. Gregory Tolley, Ph.D.
Dr. Greg Tolley is 

Professor of Marine Science 
at Florida Gulf Coast 
University and the former 
Director of FGCU’s Coastal 
Watershed Institute.  He was 
the recipient of the Knight 
Fellowship in Marine Science 

Carol Ann Zell
Carol Ann Zell spent most of her life in 

Southern California before moving to Sanibel 
with her husband, Peter, in late 2005. With 
a B.S. Degree in Communications, she was a 
television news writer, reporter, producer and 
anchor in Los Angeles before switching to public 
relations, advertising and marketing. Carol held 
a variety of managerial positions in the private 
and public sectors encompassing community 
and media relations, public education and fund 

Paul McCarthy
Paul, a resident of Captiva since 

1986, is the owner of Captiva Cruises 
and McCarthy’s Marina.  He was born 
and raised in Boston, Massachusetts, and 
graduated from the Boston Latin School. 
He pursued his undergraduate studies 
at Stonehill College, Massachusetts and 
the University of Grenoble, France.  Paul 
received both Law and Graduate Business 
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representing potential substrates for attachment and growth 
of macroalgae that could eventually become free drift algae 
washing up on Sanibel beaches in huge volumes during 

previous years.  
After the preliminary data have been fully analyzed, 

full-scale survey protocols will be designed and completed 
in 2009-2010.

Board Nominees
Continued from left

Marine Lab Drift Algae Study
Continued from page 1

degrees from the University of Notre Dame, where he was 
an Editor on the Law Review, and completed a year of 
international legal study in London, England.  McCarthy 
also received a Master’s Degree in Public Administration 
from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 
University.  Paul worked as an attorney in Chicago for the 
law firm of Sidley & Austin, as an education specialist for 
the Wilderness Society in Washington, D.C., and as a U.S. 
Customs officer in Montreal and Toronto Canada.  In 1999, 
he was the Executive Director of "America’s Millennium,” 
in charge of the New Year’s Millennium celebration for 
the White House.  In 2000, he was Executive Director 
of “Earth Day 2000,” an environmental celebration at 
the United Nations in New York.  Paul previously served 
on the Board of Trustees of SCCF from 1993-1997.  He 
was formerly on the Board of Directors of the Sanibel 
Captiva Chamber of Commerce,  the Board of Directors 
of the Captiva Property Owners Asscociation,  the Board 
of Governors of the Captiva Civic Association,  and a 
member of the Captiva Community Panel.

at the University of South Florida, where he received his 
doctoral degree in 1994. Tolley has worked to secure over 
$10 million in grants and contracts and is the author of 
publications on oyster-reef ecology and fish ecology and 
physiology, as well as on novel approaches to science 
education. Tolley has mentored both undergraduate and 
graduate students and teaches courses in estuarine ecology, 
ichthyology, and oceanography. His current research 
interests focus on the influence of freshwater inflow on 
estuarine ecosystems and aquatic resources. Specifically, 
this research addresses how variation in the timing, amount, 
and quality of freshwater delivered to estuaries influences 
the physiology of estuarine organisms, shapes community 
structure of oyster-reef and zooplankton assemblages, 
and impacts the potential value of oyster reefs as essential 
fish habitat. A Certified Fisheries Professional with the 
American Fisheries Society and a Member of the American 
Institute of Fisheries Research Biologists, Tolley chairs the 
Advisory Board of the Florida Institute of Oceanography 
and is a member of the Advisory Committee for the 
Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve and of 
the Conservation and Research Advisory Committee of 
The Florida Aquarium. As a founding faculty member at 
FGCU, Tolley was instrumental in developing the marine 
science program there, and as the founding Director of 
the Coastal Watershed Institute, he worked diligently in 
Southwest Florida to increase capacity and focus university 
research on coastal environments and the conservation of 
aquatic resources -- natural assets that are used and enjoyed 
by Florida residents and visitors alike. 

development. She also volunteered for a number of local 
non-profit organizations. Carol enjoys art, photography, 
writing, travel and volunteering at the SCCF Native 
Plant Nursery and the Nature Center Gift Shop. She also 
serves on the SCCF membership committee. 

Inc. and was previously a member of the board of SCCF, 
serving as both Vice President and Secretary.

Paul McCarthy - cont'd

Janie Howland Frese - cont'd

Carol Ann Zell - cont'd

Greg Tolley - cont'd

Watch the Mail. . .
...For your 2007-2008 Annual Report and a request 

for your help with the 2008-2009 Annual Fund Drive.  
Our sincere goal this year is that every one of our 2,691 
valued members will make an Annual Fund Drive 
(AFD) gift. The Annual Fund Drive is our members' 
investment in our ongoing work to fulfill the SCCF 
mission. We hope all our members will want to "own" 
a piece of our programs. 

And please remember -- your current SCCF 

membership runs through March 2009. You do not need 
to renew your current membership until then. However, 
many members have told us they prefer to write just one 
check to make their AFD gift and renew their membership 
dues. We have redesigned the AFD Reply Envelope to 
respond to their requests. If you choose to combine your 
gift and dues payment, your membership dues will be paid 
through March 2010.

Thanks in advance for supporting our conservation  
efforts on and around Sanibel and Captiva.
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Over the past year, SCCF policy 
staff has been actively participating 
in the Technical Working Group for 
development of a total maximum 
daily load (TMDL) for the estuary 
portion of the Caloosahatchee.   

What is a TMDL?  
A TMDL is  the maximum 

amount of a pollutant that  a water 
body can absorb without violating 
established water quality standards 
that protect human health and 
aquatic life.  Water bodies that do not 
meet state water quality standards are 
considered “impaired” for specific 
pollutants.  States are required to 
establish a list of impaired water 
bodies and set priorities for cleaning 
them up by establishing a TMDL for 
each one. 

Is the Caloosahatchee on the 
Impaired waters List?

Yes, the Caloosahatchee is 
considered impaired through various 
segments of the river. In 2007, the 
Florida Legislature accelerated the 
development of a TMDL for the 
Caloosahatchee estuary for nutrients.   
Development of a  TMDL for the 
freshwater portion of the river is 
expected  by 2010.

SCCF has been evaluating 
the modeling outcomes with our 
water quality partners, Clean 
Water Network of Florida and the 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida, 
using an independent modeler 
hired by the Clean Water Network 
to parallel the work of the DEP 
consultants.  We drafted a joint letter 
to the DEP with recommendations  
on modeling needs to establish  
effective  TMDL’s.   You can read the 
letter  on our website (www.sccf.org) 
under Policy Issues/Water Quality/
Caloosahatchee TMDL.    

The first public meeting was held 
October 1 and a  second public meeting 
is anticipated in early November to 
report results of additional modeling 
runs that we had requested in our 
letter.  The final TMDL will be 
presented in December and will go to 
the legislature  in 2009. 

In trying to understand the 
source of water quality pollution 
the river system has been modeled 
in different ways, all as part of the 
TMDL process, the Caloosahatchee 
Watershed Protection Plan and the 
Southwest Florida Feasibility study.  
Each of these efforts uses different 
models which provide slightly 
different results -- but a pattern 

emerges.  Sources of water quality 
degradation are identified from one 
such model in the table below.  Of 
interest is the fact that according to 
the WMM model, the combined 
tidal and freshwater watersheds 
of the Caloosahatchee contribute 
the majority of loading: 89% of 
phosphorus pollution and 62% of 
nitrogen pollution.  By contrast, 
Lake Okeechobee contributes 38% 
of nitrogen and 11 % of phosphorus.  
Having an idea about the sources 
of pollution allows us to address 
solutions to the proper basin.  The 

effort of addressing sources of 
pollution becomes step two in the 
TMDL process, known as the Basin 
Management Action Plan or BMAP.   

Caloosahatchee River Watershed 
Protection Plan (CRWPP) 

The Northern Everglades 
legislation of 2007  directed the South 
Florida Water Management District, 

Natural Resource Policy
TMDL's (Total Maximum Daily Loads)
by Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Loading Source N% P%

Lake Okeechobee 38 11

Combined Tidal & Freshwater 
Caloosahatchee Watersheds: 62 89

   Freshwater 33 48
   Tidal 29 41

Caloosahatchee Freshwater 
Watershed

Caloosahatchee 
Tidal Watershed

The yellow area is the Caloosahatchee tidal watershed; the combined green and 
red are the Caloosahatchee freshwater watershed. 
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Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection and the Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
to develop Watershed Protection Plans 
for the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie 
Rivers by January 1, 2009. The final 
plans are subject to ratification by the 
Florida Legislature.  

The primary goal of the plan is 
to restore and protect surface water 
resources by addressing water quality, 
quantity, timing, and distribution of 
water to the natural  system. The Draft 
Caloosahatchee River Watershed 
Protection Plan is available for public 
comment.  The plan is posted on the 
SFWMD website at: http://my.sfwmd.
gov/northerneverglades.

SCCF policy staff has been an 
active participant in the Technical 
Working Group that served in an 
advisory role to the South Florida 
Water  Management District on the 
development of the plan.

Public comment on the plan will 
be taken through October 31.  A  
Public Workshop on the plan will be 
held at  the Lower West Coast Service 
Center, 2180 McGregor Blvd, Fort 
Myers, the evening of October 27 
from 6 - 8 p.m.  Hope to see you 
there!

Save the Date: Everglades Coalition 
Conference 

Save the date for the 2009 
Everglades Coalition Conference to be 
held at the Miami Hilton Downtown, 
January 8-11, 2009.  The conference 
is the largest  annual forum of non-
profit, federal and state government 
and private interests  to focus on 
the Greater Everglades ecosystem 
spanning the peninsula  from the 
interior central ridge to the coastal 
estuaries of south Florida.  Information 
is available on our website and www.
evergladescoalition.org.

We invite you to join us at the 
Foundation the first Monday of each 
month  at 10 am for an informative 
and engaging policy program.  First 
Mondays:  Policy at SCCF explores 
the issues that affect our island and 
region. 

Harbour Pointe - Lee County 
Hearing Examiner

On October 8, 2008 the Lee 
County Hearing Examiner reversed 
a 2005 decision and recommended 
approval of Mariner Properties/
Plantation Development Ltd request 
to build 24 units on 2.61 acres of  
black mangrove wetlands in South Seas 
Resort.  This decision on the Harbour 
Pointe development would allow an 
additional six units of density to be 
transferred  from the uplands of South 
Seas Resort  to the mangrove wetlands 
that helped protect South Seas from 
Hurricane Charlie in 2004.  

SCCF, Captiva Civic Association 
and the Conservancy of Southwest 
Florida challenged the project 
initially before the Lee County 
Hearing Examiner in 2005 and 

challenged the South Florida 
Water Management District permit 
in 2007.  In each challenge the 
amount of mangrove impact has 
been reduced from almost five acres 
to 2.61 acres so our challenges have 
made a difference.  You can read our 
testimony and specific arguments 

Policy
Continued from left

Aerial of Harbour Pointe.  Below:  Proposed plan for Harbour Pointe.

Harbour Pointe 
proposed location

Continued on Page 16
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During the wet season (June-
October), the Wildlife Habitat 
Management staff conducts monthly 
fish sampling in the swales on SCCF 
lands along the Sanibel River.  These 
sites are strategically positioned east 
and west of Tarpon Bay Rd.  The 
water levels are kept at different 
heights on either side of Tarpon Bay 
Road by the City of Sanibel through 
the use of the two weir structures on 
the island. Certain fish species are 
more abundant at particular water 
levels, so sampling in both basins is 
important. Fish cannot get from one 
basin to the other.

Fish sampling in swales usually 
produces a variety of small native 
freshwater fish. Both oviparous 
(egg-laying) and ovoviviparous (live-
young) fish species are present in 
these swales.  To date, only one 
exotic fish species  (walking catfish 
(Clarias batrachus), was ever captured 
through our sampling efforts. On 
September 17, 2008, a Mayan 
cichlid (Cichlasoma urophthalmus), 
was captured in one of our Breder 
traps. This was a juvenile fish, so it 
is assumed that breeding is taking 
place.  The fish was caught east of 
Tarpon Bay Road in a relatively remote 
location (far from public areas). 

Mayan cichlids are an exotic 
freshwater species from Central and 
South America that has established 
throughout south Florida in lakes, canals 
and reservoirs. It was first reported in 
Everglades National Park in 1983 and 
has become a very common species in 
south Florida since then. 

T h e y 
can 

reach fifteen inches in length and are 
edible.

It has been rumored that cichlids 
were present in the Sanibel River. 
These reports were from residents 
that live along the north side of the 
Frannie’s and Johnston Tract adjacent 
to the Sanibel River.  This area is east 
of Tarpon Bay Road. It is possible 
that Mayan cichlids are restricted to 
the basin east of Tarpon Bay Road 
due to the dam structure. 

Other reports of Atlantic tarpon 
(Megalops atlanticus) and the common 
snook (Centropomus undecimalis) from 
the same area cause suspicion.   The 
possibility of oceanic species in the 
same area has some warrant. 

Although we consider the Sanibel 
River to be a freshwater slough, it is 
slightly brackish at certain times of 
the year.  The Sanibel River has been 
closed to the ocean since the 1950s, 
when Lee County Mosquito Control 

created the current design.  Before 
then, during seasons of heavy rain, the 
Sanibel slough actually emptied into 
the Gulf of Mexico through breaches 
in the Gulf beach dune.  For a period 
of time following these breaches, parts 
of the slough were tidal.  It is doubtful 
that these two saltwater fish were 
existing in the wetlands prior to the 
dredging for the Sanibel River.  A 
more likely possibility is from storm 
surge events or intentional releases. 
As for the Mayan cichlid, there is no 
other explanation except intentional 
release. 

Wildlife Habitat Management
Cichlids in the Sanibel River
by Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist / I.T. Specialist

Chris Lechowicz with a Breder trap.
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November 2008 Program Schedule 

AnnuAl Meeting -- SAve the DAte
When:  Friday, December 5 starting at 5 p.m.
Where:  SCCF Porch

BoBcAt tAleS
When:  Wednesday, November 19 at 10 a.m.
Where:  Nature Center Auditorium
Fee: $3 per adult; free to members and children
“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Han-
sen describes Lynx rufus in his new book of the same 
name.  While other wild feline species are in trouble, 
bobcats seem to be flourishing through most of their 
North American range.  No one knows how many bob-
cats there are on Sanibel and Captiva but according to 
the book, this adaptable feline’s ability to survive close 
to humans is one of the reasons for the bobcat’s success.  
Rats and mice can make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
SCCF Habitat Management biologist, Amanda Bryant, 

is now designing a 
research program 
to learn more about 
the prey-based diet 
of island bobcats.  
Through this re-
search, we may 
also learn about 
other aspects of 
our bobcat com-
munity.  To learn 
more about the 
biology and soci-
ety of this shy fe-
line that moves so 
peacefully among 
us, you are invited 
to join us.

Buck key kAyAking ADventure
When: Friday, November 14 at 10 a.m.
Where: Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located 
 at McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva
Fee: $45/person; reservations required; call 472-2329
We will paddle in the vicinity of Buck Key, just off Cap-
tiva, discussing the ecology of the back bay estuary and 
the work of SCCF's Marine Lab.  The $45/person fee 
will help fund SCCF's school field trip program. Space 
is limited so reservations are required.  

Butterfly houSe tourS
When: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.
Where: Butterfly House
Fee: $1 donation
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior 
of butterflies. The house is also open to visitors without 
a guide. 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1	mile	west	of	Tarpon	Bay	Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329           Nursery (239) 472-1932

Marine Laboratory (239) 395-4617          Wildlife Habitat Management (239) 472-3984
Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Hours: Open 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon. through Fri. 
Native Plant Nursery: Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. through Fri.

celeBrAte SAniBel
   

As part of "Celebrate Sanibel," SCCF will be 
offering two special programs, and our Nature 
Center will be free all day on Friday, November 7.

celeBrAte SAniBel Bike tour 
to Sccf PreServeS

When: Wednesday, November 5, 2008
 9:00 a.m. to noon
Where: Meet at the Nature Center
Fee: Free in honor of Celebrate Sanibel week 
 Reservations required; call Melissa at 
 472-2329.  Limited to 15 people
Come celebrate Sanibel on a bike tour of SCCF 
preserves!  For over 40 years, the Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation has acquired, restored, 
and managed almost 1,900 acres of wildlife habitat 
on and around Sanibel and Captiva.  A majority of 
these conservation lands preserve the interior Sani-
bel River corridor and make the islands truly special 
by providing both upland and wetland habitat for a 
diversity of wildlife. You will need a bicycle, helmet, 
and water.  After meeting at the Nature Center, the 
group will travel to the Pick Preserve; Sanibel Gar-
dens Preserve; Johnston Preserve; and Blue Skies 
and Periwinkle Preserves - approximately 10 miles 
at a comfortable speed for all.  For more informa-
tion about this program, call Melissa at 472-2329.

Sccf:  PASt, PreSent & future

When:  Friday, November 7 from 9 - 11 a.m.
Where: Nature Center
Fee: Free
Learn how SCCF's conservation efforts have helped 
to shape the islands.  The program includes a talk, 
guided walk and a tour of the Butterfly House and 
Native Plant Nursery.

Continued on Page 8
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DolPhin AnD WilDlife ADventure cruiSeS
When:  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound; departs McCarthy’s Marina, 
 Captiva
Fee: $25/adult, $15/children;
 Reservations required, call 472-5300
Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva Cruis-
es’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Island Sound.

exPlore SAniBel'S unique interior WetlAnDS
When: Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at 9 a.m.  
Where: Meet at Nature Center and proceed to trails
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers
Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior, freshwater wetland ecosystem that has 
not been lost to development.  This Everglades-like ecosys-
tem supports a wide variety of plants and animals.  Join us for  
a guided walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with discussion of native habi-
tats, natural and cultural history, and preservation efforts. 

Field Trip To Six Mile CypreSS Slough
When: Thursday, November 13, 8 a.m.
Where: Meet in the Sanibel & Captiva Islands Chamber 
 of Commerce parking lot and carpool to the 
 Slough
Fee: $10 for members; $20 for non-members.  Proceeds
 benefit  SCCF’s Environmental Education Program; 
 Reservations required; call Melissa at 472-2329.  
 Limited to 40 people 
 
We will carpool to one of Lee County’s critical wetland 
systems.  This county park has an 11,000 square foot 
interpretive center that is a certified green building and 
a fully accessible 1.2 mile long boardwalk.  Learn about 
the plants and animals of the Slough during a guided 
trail walk and find out about the strategies and mainte-
nance practices used in a certified green building. 

fielD triP to corkScreW SWAMP SAnctuAry
When: Tuesday, November 18; leave at 8 a.m. for a 9:30 tour
Where: Meet in the Sanibel & Captiva Chamber of 
 Commerce parking lot and carpool to the swamp
Fee: $20.00/members, $30.00/nonmembers; Reservations 
 required.  Call 472-2329 for details.

Visit the 11,000-acre Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary for a 
guided tour.  We will walk through distinct habitats - pine 
flatwood, wet prairie, pond cypress, marsh, lettuce lakes, 
and bald cypress forest (the largest remaining virgin bald 
cypress forest in North America) along a 2.25-mile raised 
boardwalk. This natural system is managed by the Na-
tional Audubon Society to maintain the native plants and 
animals found here and to preserve the natural processes 
that have been occurring for thousands of years.

firSt MonDAyS:  Policy At Sccf
When: November 3 at 10 a.m.
Where: Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free
"Restoring the River-Lake-Glades:  Kissimmee River," the 
second in a multi-part series on the essentials of restoration 
will be the November First Mondays policy presentation.  
Join Natural Resource Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel for 
an in-depth look at different policy issues affecting our 
area.  Rae Ann will also provide a overview of the events of 
the past and upcoming months, with time for Q&A.

fiSh houSe & hiStory of fiShing 
in Pine iSlAnD SounD BoAt triP

When:  Thursday, November 6 from 9:45 a.m. - noon
Where:  Departs from McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva
Fee: $35 for members: $45 for non-members
 Reservations required, space is limited.  Call 472-2329
Explore some of the hidden reaches as you cruise by historic 
fish houses of Pine Island Sound and Demere Key.  Learn 
about the history of fishing and some of the research initia-
tives taking place today.  

frog tAleS
When: Wednesday, November 12 at 10 a.m.
Where: Nature Center auditorium
Fee: $3 per adult; free for members and children
Even though tadpoles actually lose their tails to become 
a frog, you are invited to learn about the frogs of Sanibel 
and Captiva by attending a “Frog Tales” program.  Come 
and listen to frog calls heard during the summer rains and 
watch a frog eat a cricket.  

8



gAtor tAleS
When:  Wednesday, November 26 at 10 a.m. 
Where:  Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free to members and non-members
The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. Flor-
ida’s history of gators and humans is closely intertwined. 
Learn about these fascinating creatures and what we must 
do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.

henDry county city fArM tour   
When:  Saturday, December 6.  All-day
Where:  Group will meet at an off-island location
Fee: Call for price.  Space is limited; fills fast.
A farm tour for city folks:  Tour row crops, sugar cane 
fields and citrus groves, learning about the life of farmers 
in South Florida.  Outdoor barbecue lunch.  Contact di-
rectly:  Debra Cabrera (dcabrera@ufl.edu), Program Assis-
tant, UF/IFAS Hendry County Extension Program, 1085 
Pratt Boulevard, LaBelle, FL  33935.  Phone 863/674-
4092.

MAnAteeS i hAve knoWn    
When:  Thursday, November 13 at 11 a.m.
Where:  Nature Center auditorium
Fee: $3 per adult; free for members and children
Barbara Rennecke of Captiva Kayak shares her photos, 
video clips, underwater acoustics and stories of manatees 
she has observed over the years.

the MonArchS Are coMing    
When:  Tuesday, November 25 at 2 p.m. 
Where:  Nature Center auditorium
Fee: $3 per adult; free for members and children
Every year thousands of Monarch butterflies begin a 
migration that takes some individuals from Canada to 
Mexico and back.   In Mexico the Monarchs overwinter 
by hanging in butterfly clusters in the trees until spring 
arrives. Come and learn about how and why this insect 
migrates.  There will be Monarch eggs, caterpillars, pupae, 
and flying adults to see and release.  

reSiDent environMentAl overvieW
When: Mondays, Nov. 17; Dec. 1 from 2 - 5:30 p.m..
Where: Starts at the Nature Center and concludes on 

 Captiva at McCarthy's Marina.  Reservations 
 required.
Learn about the history of the islands at a class offered 
to residents and those who work on the islands free of 
charge; others will be charged $20 per person. 

tiDeS, WinDS AnD WAveS SunSet cruiSe

When: Wednesday, November 12 from 5 - 6:30 p.m.
Where: McCarthy's Marina on Captiva
Fee: $35 for members; $45 for non-members
Tides, winds, waves and currents shape our islands and 
determine many of the comings and goings of wildlife 
around the islands. As the sun sets and the full moon rises, 
passengers will learn about the physical forces that shape 
the islands.

turtle trAckS
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9 a.m. 
Where: Meet at the Nature Center
Fee: Free to members and children, $5 for nonmembers,
 beach parking fee $2/hour
Sanibel Island has one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles that nest on our beaches, SCCF’s 
monitoring activities, and what we are doing to protect 
them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a talk, touch tank 
program and trip to the local beach.  You will also learn 
about the forces that shape the beach habitat and other 
local marine life.

WorDen orgAnic fArM triP
When: Friday, November 14, meet at 8 a.m.
Where: Meet at Nature Center
Fee: $10 per person.  Reservations required; must be 
 made by Nov. 7.  Space is limited to 30 people.  
 For info and reservations, call 472-2329.
Explore our local plant 
world with the Native 
Plant Nursery!  We 
are organizing a trip to 
Worden Farm in Punta 
Gorda where we will 
take a touring tractor 
ride through the 55-
acre certified organic 
farm.  Learn about 
organic vegetable pro-
duction in Florida, 
gardening organically 
at home, and visit with 
the family’s collection 
of farm animals.  Participants will also have the opportu-
nity to purchase produce after tour.

Wine in the WilD

When: Friday, November 14
Where: Nature Center Porch
Fee: $75 per person.  
Join us for an evening of wine and wildlife in this fund-
raiser for the Foundation.  See page 10 for more info.
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Wines in the Wild
A Tasting of Fine "Critter" Wines

Saturday, November 15
at the Foundation

6 - 8 p.m.

Come join Tom Uhler, 
local wine aficionado, 

as we celebrate the insects, fish, 
reptiles, amphibians, birds and 

other creatures of our islands with a 
fun evening of food and wine.

$75 per person
Proceeds to benefit 

SCCF's Programs

For reservations call SCCF at 472-2329

Join our Host Committee by making 
a $500 tax-deductible donation to 
this event.  To learn more about 
the benefits of this sponsorship, 
contact Marti Bryant at 472-2329 
or Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768.

10
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As Florida’s human population and 
developed areas have grown, human/
alligator encounters have increased not 
only on Sanibel but throughout the 
state.  Lakes dug during development 
have invited alligators into Florida 
backyards.  Learning to live safely with 
these fascinating reptiles ensures our 
safety and their survival on Sanibel.  
Since 1948 there have been 23 fatal 
alligator attacks reported in the 
entire state of Florida, one reported 
in Georgia, with none reported in 
Louisiana.  Many of these deaths were 
associated with fed gators.  Once an 
alligator is fed it associates the human 
scent with food.  

Even before a fatal alligator 
attack on Sanibel in 2004, our police 
responded  to alligator calls, observing 
the alligator and deciding whether to 
call in the state-licensed trapper.  If a 
gator is trapped, it is killed, skinned 
for the hide, and the meat is sold for 
consumption.  That is how the state 
trapper makes a living and how the 
state of Florida pays for the Nuisance 
Alligator program which began in 
1978.  In 2005 the sale of gator hides 
totaled $33.4 million.

According to the State of Florida’s 
Nuisance Alligator program, any 
alligator over four feet in length 
may be considered a nuisance gator.  
Determining whether the reported 
alligator is actually a threat to humans 
or just a gator being a gator requires 
knowledge of alligator behavior 
probably not taught in the police 
academy.  Responding to wildlife calls 
has always been a unique requirement 
for Sanibel’s police. 

Sanibel is a community that works 
hard to coexist with our wildlife.  Even 
if our police are educated and balanced 
in their responses to alligator calls, the 
most important piece of the “living 
safely with alligators” puzzle is making 

sure no one is feeding them.  
Three different individuals at three 

separate “Gator Tales” programs at 
SCCF reported seeing the alligator 
involved in the 2004 fatal attack being 
fed.  Were these incidents reported to 
the police?  What can be done once a 
human is reported for feeding a gator?  

The scene of the fatal attack was 
a home rented on a monthly basis.  
That alligator traveled from lake to 
lake through multiple neighborhoods 
and even in and out of the Bailey 
tract. Do you have a rental home like 
this in your neighborhood?  Someone 
in every neighborhood needs to 
personally welcome each new renter 
or homeowner and talk to them about 
not feeding gators and why!  

In the State of Florida, feeding 
alligators is a second-degree mis–
demeanor, punishable with up to a 
$500 fine and/or six months in jail, 
but the only way the offender can 
be prosecuted is if the police witness 
the feeding!

Has anyone ever been prosecuted 
for feeding alligators on Sanibel?  
Is prosecution or community 
involvement the most effective way to 
stop the feeding of alligators?     

How do we as a community 
become more effective in responding 
to alligators being fed?  Reporting all 
incidences to the police is the first step; 
they may not be able to prosecute but 
they can communicate.  If a neighbor 
is the culprit, have a conversation… 
they are endangering you and the 
life of that gator with their actions.  
If it happens again, be persistent… 
an alligator attack is a high price to 
pay for not offending a neighbor or 
visitor!  Call the police again and ask 
them to have as many conversations 
as necessary to relay the gravity of the 
situation with the offending party.

Eliminating settings in our 

backyards, resorts, neighborhoods, and 
city that might increase the probability 
of an alligator being fed would be 
wise.  Do you know of places where 
barbeques and picnics happen close 
to the edge of freshwater lakes?  How 
about a place where workers eat their 
lunches regularly?  Constant vigilance 
is the answer to stopping the feeding 
of alligators. 

Since 2004, over 240 alligators 
four feet and larger have been removed 
from Sanibel.  No one knows what 
the island gator population was before 
2004 or what it is now.  If alligators 
begin reproducing at five to six feet in 
length, will our current policy affect 
the reproductive population of gators 
over time?  Medium-sized mammals 
like raccoons  make up a significant 
proportion of an adult alligators diet.  
Alligators control raccoons around 
wading bird nesting sites.  Will raccoon 
populations grow even larger and how 
will that affect our birds, especially 
their eggs and young?

Regularly scheduled “Gator Tales” 
programs will begin again at SCCF on 
Wednesday, October 29.  Call SCCF 
at 472-2329 or e-mail dserage@sccf.
org  to schedule a program for your 
neighborhood or to pick up copies of 
SCCF’s alligator brochure to hand out 
to neighbors.  If you would like to talk 
about specific gator feeding situations 
ask for Dee. 

Environmental Education
Gator Tales
by Dee Serage-Century, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator

A raccoon eating an egg.
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The Sanibel-Captiva Coastal Cleanup was a huge 
success with approximately 400 people turning out to 
clean up our beaches.  Our local volunteers joined nearly 
one million people all over the world helping to tackle the 
problem of marine debris.  Many children from various 
schools around Lee County participated in the cleanup – 
Heights Elementary, Edison Park Elementary, the Sanibel 
School, Lexington Middle School, the Canterbury School, 
Fort Myers High School and Oasis Middle School sent 
large groups of their students to the causeway islands and 
beaches on both Sanibel and Captiva.

Bank of America volunteer, David Lowden, coordinated 
the causeway islands while the Captiva effort was well attended 
with help of Earthgraphics owner Sam Landry, McCarthy’s 
Marina, and the owners of the Captiva Kayak Company, 
Barb and Greg - they quickly filled an 8-yard dumpster.

Back at the Nature Center on San-Cap Road, SCCF 
staff and volunteers 
started handing 
out supplies and 
assignments before 
eight in the morning 
and then hustled to 
serve food to hundreds 
of hungry and thirsty 
beach cleaners as they 
arrived back with their 
loads of marine debris.  
A 20-yard dumpster at 
SCCF’s Nature Center 
was filled with garbage 
from the beaches.  

SCCF is especially 

grateful to  beach cleanup sponsors...Captiva Kayak 
Company, City of Sanibel, Charlotte Harbor National 
Estuary Program, Earthgraphics, Jensen’s Twin Palm Resort 
& Marina, John Grey Painting, John Morley, Keep Lee 
County Beautiful, Sanibel Air Conditioning, Sanibel Inn, 

Hundreds Help SCCF with Beach Cleanup
by Melissa Upton, Nature Center Manager

12
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The Native Plant 
Nursery welcomes two new 
interns!

Kristen Saksa is a recent 
graduate of The University 
of Tulsa in Oklahoma where 
she obtained her B.S. in 
biology. Kristen particularly 
loves learning about plants! 
Prior to interning with the 
SCCF, Kristen interned at 
the Donald Danforth Plant 
Science Center in St. Louis, 
MO and the Mt. Cuba 
Center in Hockessin, DE. 
Originally from Colorado 
Springs, CO, Kristen is new 
to the climate of Florida, 
but finds that it is a great 
place to botanize.

Kristen is happy to 

join the SCCF staff as an 
intern in the Native Plant 
Nursery. She expects that 
the landscaping and nursery 
experience will be valuable 
as she pursues a career in 
public horticulture. She also 
hopes to continue working 
with and promoting native 
plants in the future. When 
she is not working hard 
at the Nursery, Kristen 
enjoys swimming, taking 
photographs all over 
Sanibel and hanging out 
with the other interns.

Josie Thurmond is from 
Virginia Beach, VA and 
recently graduated from 
Virginia Wesleyan College. 
She received a personally 

constructed degree in 
environmental studies, 
English, and psychology. 
She also hopes to further her 
education through work-
related experiences and 
school. Her ultimate goal 
is to write environmental 
awareness literature for 
people of all ages. She enjoys 
reading, writing, music, 

art, outdoor activities and 
can be described as unique, 
insightful, and eager 
to learn. Josie hopes to 
continue traveling around 
the country and the world 
to experience its natural 
splendor. She is very excited 
to be interning at SCCF 
and hopes you’ll stop by to 
see her.

Native Plant Nursery
by Jenny Evans, Native Plant Nursery Manager

Josie Thurmond Kristin Saksa

Field Trip to Six Mile Cypress Slough
On Thursday, November 13, join us for a trip to the Six Mile 
Cypress Slough, one of Lee County’s critical wetland systems.  
This county park has an 11,000 square foot interpretive 
center that is a certified green building and a fully accessible 
1.2 mile long boardwalk.  We will learn about the plants and 
animals of the Slough during a guided trail walk.  We will also 
find out about the careful selection of materials, construction 
methods, energy use strategies and maintenance practices used 
in a certified green building.  See page  8  for sign-up details. 
 
What’s the Slough?

The Six Mile Cypress Slough (pronounced “slew”) is a 2,500 
acre wetland in Fort Myers, Florida, that measures approximately 
9 miles long and 1/3 mile wide. This linear ecosystem is home 
to a diverse population of plants and animals, including a 
few considered to be endangered. The Slough also serves as a 
corridor for wildlife by providing a safe route of travel. 

The Slough is a natural drainage-way, collecting runoff 
water from a 33 square-mile watershed area during periods 
of heavy or prolonged rainfall. During the wet season (June 
through October), a depth of 2 to 3 feet of water makes the 
Slough comparable to a wide, shallow stream. This fresh water 
flows southwest through the Slough and empties into the Estero 
Bay Aquatic Preserve.
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My morning commutes are as 
varied as the clouds, the wind and the 
light of the sun.  Each day the place of 
the rising sun shifts.  In the fall, that 
place slowly moves to the south of due 
east – over the green channel marker, 
next to the radio tower, near Demere 
Key - until the longest night of the 
year, that is, the first day of winter. 
Then the sunrises will start moving 
to the north again and the days will 
slowly get longer.

When getting ready for work, 
along with the whirl of the fan I can 
hear a ping of dropping sea grapes 
against the fan of our air conditioning 
unit. There’s an earthy smell to the air 
where the sea grapes have fallen. 

Driving down the golf cart pathway 
on some of those fall mornings, I can 
catch the scent of a joewood in bloom. 
I am tempted to stop and, like a bee, 
travel upwind until I find the source 
of that delicious smell. 

The sun is not quite up when I 
climb into my boat, but in the predawn 
light, I can see the red mangrove 
branches drooping down toward the 
water, heavy with propagules. 

On the way out of the harbor, the 
hull pushes through mats of seagrasses. 
Seagrasses have a growth spurt in the 

summer and the older tips break off. 
The floating grass blades can be ten to 
twelve inches in length and entangle 
with one another, forming little rafts 
all over Pine Island Sound.  

Idling out the channel, I can see 
the first of this season’s blue crab traps, 
their buoys set out in long lines that 
stretch the length of North Captiva.  
The water swirls with the movement of 
schools of shad and other bait fish. The 
ospreys, terns and pelicans are getting 
ready for a feeding frenzy.  If it’s low 
tide, I may see the redfish swishing 
their tails up on the shallow flats.

It’s getting lighter out, and there’s 
air traffic. Ribbons of ibis in flight come 
across the Sound from their roosting 
spot, headed to the beaches for their 
morning foraging.  Amongst the white 
birds with their black wing tips are 
what I call the ‘tweens.  Immature ibis 
begin to lose their brown feathering 
and by late winter, join the ranks of 
those adorned in adult plumage.  

On those fall mornings, terns fly 
in formation, sometimes trying to 
cross my bow. In a group of a dozen 
or so, some may make it and the 
others appear to almost panic that 
they have been separated. They try 
hard to outfly the boat. I tell them 
to pull up and go over, but they 
just keep flying, hoping to catch up.  
Many mornings I’ve slowed the boat 
down just to let them cross. 

I watch for the white pelicans 
too. Almost impossible to miss, 
these are the second largest bird in 
North America, and generally travel 
and feed in large numbers.  Arriving 
from northern climes in mid-October, 
when they flock together, they can 
look as if a new island has formed 
in the Sound. The birds really have 
fooled me on occasion and I’ve had 

Impressions of Fall
by Kristie Anders, Environmental Education Director
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to double check my bearings to make 
sure I have not drifted off course while 
day-dreaming.

As I come into Roosevelt Channel, 
it’s the fall when I may see just one 
big bird sitting by itself on the sand 
bar by Marker 2. A big bird alone is 
usually a bald eagle. No little birds 
want to be anywhere close to this 
huge predator. Their talons are a 
richer color gold in this time just 
before nesting season. 

Some of those mornings are 
shiny like glass, where reflections 
look like watercolors and the long 
rays of light glaze everything over in 
gold.  The dock is really quiet that 
early in the day.

I can see the drift piles of seagrasses 
that have been pushed up on the lee 
shore in east winds.  I can hear the 
little peeps of the ruddy turnstones as 

they peck their way across the top of 
the piles on their little pink feet. 

After tying up, I climb in my car 
and head south down Captiva Drive. 
Through the fall and winter there’s one 
kestrel I see on a regular basis on the 
power lines in front of the Bruning’s 
place.  Every once in a while I can see 
one perched along Sanibel-Captiva 
Road.  Thirty years ago when I would 
traverse the Everglades on U.S. 41, I 
would see a kestrel every two miles.  
A biologist friend had pointed out 
the pattern to me, remarking how 
territorial this tiny hawk can be.

Along San-Cap Road’s bike path, 
there are semicircles of reddish-brown 
stains underneath the sea grape trees 
that have dropped fruit on to the 
pavement.  On these fall mornings, 
I can also see the residue of strangler 
figs. Chances are in the top of those 
fruiting trees, there is a raccoon or 
two actually eating wild food instead 
of food from a garbage can.

Getting out of my car, the 
mockingbirds are singing their varied 
songs and I can hear that the catbirds 
have returned for the winter.  In the 
fall there can be twitters coming from 
the wooded ridges of gumbo limbo, 
palmetto, wax myrtle, and myrsine. 
Tiny warblers about the same size as two 

quarters are passing through, jumping 
off from here through the Keys to Cuba 
and beyond.  The fall migration is 
sporadic and may last through the end 
of November. If I hear of lot of them, 
I take a peek at the website http://
badbirdz2.wordpress.com/ to watch the 
migrating flocks lighting up the Key 
West radar at night.

Most of the time when I get to 
the Nature Center it is still quiet. 
In the fall, when the rain-saturated 
swale outside my office windows are 
drying up, there will be a flock of ibis 
standing on the covered bridge just 
stirring before hopping off to forage in 
the shrinking wetlands. 

The sun is still low, and the golden 
morning can highlight the suedelike 
underside of leather fern fronds. 
There are occasional pings in the air 
conditioning units here at work, too. 
It’s the fruit of the cabbage palm.

Four seasons belong to the 
temperate climate. Wet and dry belong 
to the tropics. My commute lies in the 
latitudes somewhere in between.  I 
don’t think there’s any place like it 
and getting up early means I have a 
couple hours all to myself along with 
the ospreys, the eagle and the hawk.  I 
love the fall.

Legacy Society Save-the-Date
   

Mark your calendars for the February 2 Legacy Sunset 
Cruise aboard the Lady Chadwick.  Rather than having 
an Induction Dinner, our Legacy Society members and 
new Inductees will have a floating reception.  

This will be a great opportunity to learn more about 
our RECON water quality sensors as we socialize with 
drinks and heavy hors d'oeuvres.  If you have made or 

are considering a planned gift to support 
the SCCF Legacy Fund Endowments, 

please call Cheryl Giattini at  395-
2768  so we can include you in this 
event

Photos by Kristie Anders
'Tweens.

Our continuing thanks go to the Sanibel Captiva Trust Company for underwriting this event and 
managing our endowment funds.



NATuRE CENTER
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd.

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Rd.)
(239) 472-2329

www.sccf.org

Nature Center Hours:
Monday through Friday Open 

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
October through May

Open 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from 
June through September

Saturdays
Open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from 

December through April

Closed Saturdays
from May through November

Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday through Friday Open 

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

from December through April

Closed Saturdays
from May through November

Call (239) 472-1932
for information.

Trails, Education Center, 
Nature Shop & Bookstore: 
$3/adult, children under 17 

free, members free.

Printed on Recycled 
Paper

NON PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 2

SANIBEL, FL

SCCF Annual Meeting -- December 5
Please come to our Annual Meeting on December 5, starting at 5 p.m.  Get 

an early start to your Luminary Night celebrations.  Catch up on the latest 
SCCF news, meet old friends returning to the islands for season and feast on the 
pot luck dinner on the SCCF Porch.

SCCF will provide the main course, and members are asked to bring a dish 
to pass.  See you there!

Policy
Continued from page 5

Coastal
Continued from page 12

before the Hearing Examiner and read the HEX findings on our website under Policy 
Issues/Land Use/Captiva Harbour Pointe.  

A hearing before  the Lee County Board of County Commissioners to make a 
final decision on this case is tentatively scheduled for November 3, 2008.  Public 
comment will be taken by  anyone who testified in 2005 or 2008. SCCF and CCA 
will present our arguments against the project at that hearing.   We encourage 
everyone to attend to show support for protecting mangroves from development.  Be 
advised however that because this is a zoning case contact with Commissioners about 
this case before the hearing is prohibited. 

Song of the Sea, Soon Come Contract Hauling, U.S. Trust, Bank of America, and 
the West Wind Inn.  We are also very grateful for the special donations that SCCF 
received to help cover the costs of transportation for the schoolchildren…and thanks 
to the volunteers who helped feed the volunteers at SCCF’s Nature Center.  

Since 2000, SCCF has organized about 2500 volunteers to help  
clean the coastline of Sanibel and Captiva islands on the third Saturday 
in the month of September (the 2004 cleanup was cancelled due to the 
aftermath of Hurricane Charley). Over the years, these volunteers covered 
a cumulative distance of approximately 143 miles and have collected an 
estimated 16,000 pounds of trash.  Thanks to all who have helped this 
annual effort to rid the islands of marine debris.



Monitoring the Quality of Nearshore Island Waters
By Dr. Loren Coen, Marine Lab Director and Mark Thompson, Research Associate

SCCF MeMber Update

deCeMber 2008

SCCF’s Marine Lab has begun a monitoring program 
to help determine if local land uses cause significant water 
quality problems in local waters. The project, which will 
focus on shallow waters located on Captiva’s Gulf side, 
bayside and also on parts of Sanibel, is funded by the Lee 
County Tourist Development Council.

While there are many water quality monitoring 
programs that look at water in the middle of Pine 
Island Sound, San Carlos Bay and the Caloosahatchee 
Estuary, there is very little information available for the 
water quality near the shore.  These nearshore shallow 
waters support important seagrass and mangrove habitats.  
Additionally, this is where most people swim and come 
into contact with the water.  

All existing water quality monitoring data has been 
collected by Marine Lab scientists into a Geographic 
Information System (GIS) database.  Identifying what 
monitoring is being done will allow us to develop a 
monitoring plan to fill in the “gaps,” the places and times 
where no monitoring occurs. 

Once monitoring begins, we will be looking at nutrient 
levels, the murkiness of the water, variations in salinity and 
the bacterial levels.  In addition, we will be determining 
if local nutrient sources have a more significant effect on 
water quality than regional sources of pollution such as 
releases from Lake Okeechobee, agriculture and urban 
runoff flowing down the Caloosahatchee River.

Common sources of pollution include rainwater runoff 
from urban and agricultural land.  Stormwater runoff is 
the largest source of pollutants in Lake Okeechobee, the 
Caloosahatchee and the larger estuary.  (See the graph on 
Page 3 showing nitrate levels following rainfalls.)  Over the 
next year, we will sample during rainfall “events” and at 
several sentinel stations on a regular basis.  The sampling 
is designed to determine where the worst cases of runoff-
based pollution exist on Captiva and northern Sanibel.  

Wastewater treatment plants can also be a source of 
pollution.  On Sanibel, Captiva, North Captiva, Useppa 
and Pine Island combined, there are over 20 small 

wastewater treatment plants.  Sanibel Island has central 
sewers connected to two centralized treatment plants.  
Captiva and North Captiva have five small plants which 
serve private developments.  However, most of Captiva 
and North Captiva rely upon septic tanks for disposal of 
human waste, which can be problematic in an area noted 
for porous sandy soil and very high water tables.

Monitoring water quality allows us to determine if 
there are locations or periods of time when the quality 

Continued on Page 3

Map showing the 20 Waste Water Treatment Plants that are 
located on Sanibel, Captiva, North Captiva, Useppa (behind 
Cayo Costa) and Pine islands.
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The Buckthorn Grove 
on SCCF trails has always 
been a place to observe  
many of the seven species of 
native bromeliads (Tillandsia 
spp.) found on the islands.  
The crevassed bark of the 
Buckthorn Tree is a perfect 
landing place for air born 
seeds of these epiphytic 
plants to take root.  Fall 
walks through the grove often 
produce close encounters 
with the Tillandsia which 
have ended up alive and well 
on the ground following 
summer storms.  

But all is not well in 
the Buckthorn Grove.  A 
recent walk produced -- not 
whole -- but just the hearts 
of Tillandsia utriculata laying 
on the ground.  

I had heard stories about 
an invasive non-native insect, 
the “Evil Weevil,” devastating 
native airplants in Florida, 
spreading even into the heart 
of the Everglades.  After 
collecting all the downed 
bromeliads and visiting the 
University of Florida’s “Save 
Florida’s Native Bromeliads” 
website, I began looking 
for larvae or pupae of the 
“Evil Weevil” (Metamasius 
mosieri).  Unfortunately 
larvae, pupae, and even an 
adult were found.

The “Evil Weevil” was first 
encountered in Florida in 1989 
at a Ft. Lauderdale bromeliad 
nursery and is thought to have 
entered the state in a shipment 
of plants from Veracruz, 
Mexico.  By 1991 the weevil 
was present in four counties 

in southern Florida; by 1999, 
it was present in 16 counties.  
As a direct result of attack 
by M. callizona, two species 
of Tillandsia -- utriculata and 
fasciculata -- have become 
endangered species.  A look 
through the recorded sightings 
of this invasive insect found 
reports in 1999 at the Koreshan 
Historic site in Lee County, 
on Sanibel in 2000, and the 
Sanctuary Golf Course in 

2001.  An island bromeliad 
raiser found the insect in her 
garden 10 years ago.

In 1992 research was 
begun by Dr. Howard Frank 
at the University of Florida 
to find a natural enemy to 
import that kept the insect 
population under control in 
its home range.  The natural 
enemy found was a tachinid 
fly of the genus Admontia 

Environmental Education
The Evil Weevil Is Here
by Dee Serage-Century, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator

Continued on Page 5
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is just not good enough to sustain 
healthy habitats and fish (or human 
health and tourism).  It also allows 
us to determine which chemical and 
physical characteristics (such as low 
salinity or low dissolved oxygen (DO) 
or high bacteria concentrations) are 
causing the problems. The project will 
attempt to track pollution to “source” 
areas and look at the cause of the 
occasional high bacterial counts which 
have been occurring on local beaches 
in recent years.  We will be presenting 
the results using a GIS program that 
literally allows us to “map” data.  The 
data is linked directly to a map, making 
it easier to visualize what is happening 
in the waters around our islands. 

All plants and animals have a range 
of environmental conditions in which 
they can exist.  If salinities become 
too high or low, or if DO becomes 
too low, fish, seagrasses and coral will 
ultimately die.  If the water becomes 
too murky for light to penetrate, plants 

and corals will become unhealthy 
and then die.  Seagrasses, corals and 
mangroves provide habitat which fish, 
crabs and other animals require to feed 
or where they seek refuge to survive.  
When these habitats disappear so do 
the associated animals.  

If poor water quality causes the 
loss of these habitats, and then the loss 
of the fish, it will ultimately lead to the 
loss of both fishing and tourism, not 
to mention the loss of the beautiful, 
pristine environment that first drew 
many of us to these special islands.

Marine Lab
Continued from Page 1

It’s AFD Time!
As our members think of end-of-year giving, we 

encourage them to include our Annual Fund Drive 
in their generosity.  The end of the tax year and the 
start of our busy season overlap, so it’s the perfect 
time to support our programs and projects with a tax-
deductible gift.

The first AFD mailing should have arrived with 
our Annual Report in mid-November.  We’re especially 
excited about the Habitat Viewing Areas that will be 
the capital component of our $750,000 campaign.  
That goal, representing $300 per member, is vitally 
needed to fund our ongoing activities.  Won’t you 
considering helping? 

This year, we hope to include the names 
of as many of our members as possible on the 
educational panels.  To learn how you can be 
included in this recognition, please call Cheryl 
Giattini at 395-2768.

Annual Fund Drive

Analysis of existing data show us that rainfall runoff may have a significant effect 
on nitrogen concentrations in surrounding waters.  It also helps us determine what 
areas and what periods of the season have higher concentrations.
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The Sanibel School’s fifth grade classes began their yearlong ecol-
ogy and ecosystems study with a walk through SCCF's Pick Preserve.  
Guided through the preserve were the classes of Monica DeBarr and 
Eric Jackson.  

The students recorded plants and animals that they observed along 
the way.  They also discussed many of the terms and ecological concepts 

that are used within the field 
of ecology and habitat man-
agement.  Students will be 
using these terms and con-
cepts in their year-long ecol-
ogy projects of species found 
within SCCF’s Pick Preserve.  

Pick Preserve is lo-
cated directly across the 
street from The Sanibel 
School and is utilized for 
environmental education 
in a cooperative effort 
between SCCF and The 
Sanibel School.

Environmental Education
Fifth Graders Start Ecology Studies at SCCF's Pick Preserve
by Richard Finkel, Environmental Educator

Brooke Kosar and Christine Raczka have joined 
SCCF as our Education Interns for the upcoming 
season.  They have been leading Turtle Tracks and 
trail walks, and they've also been working down at the 
Marine Lab, assisting with a number of projects.

Brooke graduated this May with a B.S. in 
Environmental Science from Slippery Rock University.  
The past several summers she has worked with sea 
turtles including an internship at the Georgia Sea 
Turtle Center on Jekyll Island, GA.  Her work with sea 
turtles has also taken her to Mexico and Costa Rica.  
She is originally from Mars, PA.  Brooke thinks that 
SCCF is a great place to get more experience educating 
people about the environment and is happy to be here.  
Brooke's position is funded through the generosity of 
the Sovereign People Internship Fund.

Christine is from Middletown, CT and is interested 
in music (especially jazz music), lacrosse, marine geology, 
oceanography and hydrology. Christine graduated from 
Mount Holyoke College in May with a double major 
in geology and history.  At Mount Holyoke College she 
played on the varsity lacrosse team for four years and 
was elected captain her senior year.  Christine was also 
very involved in the jazz program at Mount Holyoke 

College and was a member of one of the ensembles for 
four years. In the past Christine has spent her summers 
doing field work in South Carolina researching how 
various factors affect fiddler crabs and their settling 
behaviors.  She is very excited to be working for SCCF 
because she thinks it is a great place to gain experience 
in educating people about the environment.

Welcome our Education Interns

Interns Christine Raczka (left) and Brooke Kosar pause 
on the SCCF Observation Tower, after leading a trail 
walk through the Center Tract Preserve.
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Wildlife Habitat Management
Gopher Tortoise Surveys
by Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist / I.T. Specialist

Every October, biologists from 
SCCF’s Wildlife Habitat Management 
Program conduct gopher tortoise 
(Gopherus polyphemus) surveys.  
These surveys take place on five 
SCCF properties (Dayton Preserve, 
Eagle Buffer Preserve, Frannie’s 
Preserve, Johnston Tract, and the 
Walker Preserve).

The protocol is to walk the high 
ridges on these properties seeking 
out previous year’s burrows as well as 
finding new ones.  All of the locations 
are stored in a handheld GPS (Global 
Positioning System) unit.   When we 
find a burrow, it is labeled as active, 
inactive or abandoned.  

An active burrow is defined as a 
burrow that shows current activity such 
as tortoise footprints coming or going 
as well as a clean burrow entrance.  

When a burrow has live vegetation 
growing and/or leaf litter and sticks 
accumulating near the entrance, but 
the burrow still looks usable, then it 
is labeled inactive. 

The abandoned designation is 
given when the burrow is collapsed, 
or has changed shape due to another 
animal occupying it (such as a 
nine-banded armadillo (Dasypus 
novemcinctus)).  Also, if the entrance 
is being blocked by some obstruction 
or it is obvious that a tortoise has not 
been using the burrow for a long time, 
then it is labeled as abandoned.

We have been monitoring our 
tortoises on Frannie’s Preserve and 
the Johnston Tract since 2001.  This 
was done since the two main exotic 
plants Brazilian Pepper (Schinus 
terebinthifolius) and Australian pine 
(Casuarina  equisetifolia) trees were 
removed from the properties.  

The population appears to be 
increasing on both properties but at 
a higher rate on Frannie’s Preserve. 
The Johnston Tract contains the 
highest density of tortoises on SCCF 
properties and may be approaching its 
carrying capacity.  Frannie’s Preserve 
is much larger than the Johnston 
Tract and has plenty of room for 
tortoise expansion.   

With the listing of the gopher 
tortoise as threatened by the state of 

Florida, the opportunities for relocated 
animals being brought to Sanibel 
has increased.  Prior to this listing, 
development contractors were able 
to get permits that allowed them to 
build over gopher tortoise colonies if 
they paid a fee to a mitigation bank.  
Now tortoises must be relocated onsite 
or offsite.  This will inevitably allow 
Sanibel to acquire more gopher tortoises 
to release on restored conservation 
lands where tortoises once were. 

Recently, 16 gopher tortoises 
were relocated from a development 
in Estero and were released on the 
restored Bowman’s Beach property.   
Currently, SCCF has discussed several 
sites as possible donor sites for future 
tortoise relocations.

Gopher Tortoise Survey Data from 2001 through 2008 for Frannie's Preserve, the 
Johnston Tract and both sites combined.

Weevil
Continued from Page 2
that parasitizes the weevil larvae.  In July 2007 the first 
release of 60 female and 35 male flies happened in the 
Loxahatchee Wildlife Refuge in Palm Beach County.  
There have been 11 other releases since then, with 
two releases at the Fakahatchee Strand and two at Big 
Cypress.

The “Evil Weevils” of the SCCF Buckthorn Grove 

have been reported to Dr. Frank.  According to Dr. 
Frank, a fly release is possible here on Sanibel when 
the research populations are larger.  This research 
program seems to be run on donations from the 
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies. If the hearts 
of your bromeliads, native or not, can be easily pulled 
out, the weevil is the problem.
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Major Legacy Gift from the Kains
   

Joan and Wally Kain are smiling fixtures at SCCF events. 
Whether it’s bartending or cooking on the porch, they can always 
be counted on to make a party more fun. Their involvement 
with SCCF doesn’t stop there. Joan is a former Trustee and 
longstanding contributor to the work of the Membership 
Committee, and Wally is a tireless Hammerhead and Trustee.

As Life Members, they have long been key supporters of 
SCCF. But their greatest gift arrived this year in the form of 
a Charitable Remainder Unitrust to support the Legacy Fund 
Endowments. Joan used highly appreciated stock to fund the 
trust. She will receive an income stream (for the rest of their 
lives) to be used for grandchild education. SCCF will then 
receive the remainder, which Joan has designated to be used to 
endow the work of the Marine Research Laboratory.

“This has meant so much to us, to provide for our 
grandchildren’s education now and the Marine 

Lab’s future in the years to come,” said Joan.  “Planned giving can allow you to effect choices 
that will have a positive effect for a long, long time.”

The Kains will be thanked for her tremendous gift, and honored as inductees, during 
the Legacy Society Cruise on February 2. Have you made a planned gift or bequest 
arrangement we may not be aware of? If so, we’d like to thank you by including you in this 
event.  Please call Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 to be added to the guest list or to learn more 

about making a gift to the Legacy Fund endowments.

Erick Lindblad with Joan Kain

Sanibel artist Luc Century has 
designed a new holiday ornament for 
SCCF featuring sea turtle hatchlings.  
Ornaments are available exclusively 
at SCCF in the Nature Shop & 
Bookstore.  They're $45 each.

Sea Turtle Ornament 
from Luc Century
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Native Plant Nursery
Travel to Bok Tower Gardens with the Native Plant Nursery
by Jenny Evans, Native Plant Nursery Manager

Visit the beautiful Bok Tower 
Gardens, including its botanical 
gardens, natural areas, and historic 
properties, with the Native Plant 
Nursery!  On Thursday, December 
11, 2008, we will travel to Lake 
Wales in central Florida for a tour of 
the botanical gardens and a portion 
of their natural areas.  Led by the 
conservation areas manager and a 
garden docent, we will get insight into 
the garden’s conservation program as 
well as an overview of the botanical 
garden’s collections and operations.  
Participants will also have the 
opportunity to explore the garden at 
their leisure, as well as visit the historic 
Pinewood Estate, fully decorated for 
the holidays.  Tours for Pinewood 
Estate are ongoing throughout the day 
and may be arranged upon arrival at the 

garden (additional fee applies).  Due 
to the driving time (approximately 3 
hours), participants may opt to spend 
the previous night in Lake Wales.  The 
trip costs $15 per person, and includes 
admission to the botanical garden 
and guided tour.  Information about 
local lodging, other information, and 
reservations may be made by calling 
472-2329.      

Accomodations:
Chalet Suzanne (863-676-6011 •	
or 800-433-6011); $169 & up;   
3800 Chalet Suzanne Drive, Lake 
Wales, FL 33859.  This enchanting 
inn of 26 rooms, nestled on a 
100-acre estate, is a gracious oasis 
amidst the excitement of Central 
Florida attractions, catering to 
discriminating guests of all ages.

Hampton Inn & Suites, (863/734-•	
3000), $129 & up; 22900 US 27, 
Lake Wales, FL  33898
Green Gables Inn (863-676-•	
2511); $70 & up;  21380 US 27, 
Lake Wales, FL 33859

Bobcats are not just night hunters, they move and 
hunt when their prey moves and hunts.  Dawn and 
dusk are very active times with noon and midnight the 
least active.  

In the last three weeks a SCCF bobcat deposited 
scat and was caught on a motion sensor video camera 
two days in a row at 9:30 a.m. in the same spot. A 
week later at 6:30 a.m., a video clip recorded a cat in 
the same spot.  Were these all the same cat and was this 
the same cat photographed here last year in the same 
spot at 3:52 p.m.?  Learn more about the bobcats on 
Sanibel at Bobcat Tales on December 17 (see page 8).

Watching the watcher
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December 2008 Program Schedule 

AnnuAl Meeting -- SAve the DAte
When:  Friday, December 5 starting at 5 p.m.
Where:  SCCF Porch
Catch up on the latest SCCF news, meet old friends re-
turning to the islands for season and feast on the pot luck 
dinner on the SCCF Porch.  SCCF will provide the main 
course, and members are asked to bring a dish to pass.  See 
you there!

Bike tour of SCCf PreServeS
When: Wednesday, December 17, 2008 
 9 a.m. to noon
Where: Meet at the Nature Center
Fee: $5 for non-members; free to members.
 Reservations required; call Melissa at 472-2329.
 Limited to 15 people
For over 40 years, the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation 
Foundation has acquired, restored, and managed almost 
1,900 acres of wildlife habitat on and around Sanibel and 
Captiva.  A majority of these conservation lands preserve 
the interior Sanibel River corridor and make the islands 
truly special by providing both upland and wetland habi-
tat for a diversity of wildlife. You will need a bicycle, hel-
met, and water.  After meeting at the Nature Center, the 
group will travel to the Pick Preserve; Sanibel Gardens 
Preserve; Johnston Preserve; and Blue Skies and Periwin-
kle Preserves - approximately 10 miles at a comfortable 
speed for all.  For more information about this program, 
call Melissa at 472-2329.

BuCk key kAyAking ADventure
When: Friday, December 12 at 9:30 a.m.
Where: Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located 
 at McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva
Fee: $45/person; reservations required; call 472-2329
Learn about the natural and cultural history of pine island 
sound as well as SCCF’s marine lab’s research projects and 
water quality studies within our back bay estuary.  The 
$45/person fee will help fund SCCF's school field trip 
program. Space is limited so reservations are required.  

BoBCAt tAleS
When:  Wednesday, December 17 at 10 a.m.
Where:  Nature Center Auditorium
Fee: $5 per adult; free to members and children
“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 

describes Lynx ru-
fus in his new book 
of the same name.  
While other wild 
feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats 
seem to be flourish-
ing through most of 
their North Ameri-
can range.  No one 
knows how many 
bobcats there are on 
Sanibel and Captiva 
but according to the 
book, this adaptable 
feline’s ability to sur-
vive close to humans 
is one of the reasons 
for the bobcat’s suc-
cess.  Rats and mice 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1	mile	west	of	Tarpon	Bay	Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329           Nursery (239) 472-1932

Marine Laboratory (239) 395-4617          Wildlife Habitat Management (239) 472-3984
Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Hours: Open 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon. through Fri., 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sat. 
Native Plant Nursery: Open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. through Fri., 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sat.

   

Holiday Closings -- The Nature Center will close at noon on Wed., December 24. 
The Nature Center and Native Plant Nursery will be closed on December 25 - 26, 2008 and on January 1 - 2, 2009.  
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can make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  SCCF Habitat 
Management biologist, Amanda Bryant, is now designing 
a research program to learn more about the prey-based diet 
of island bobcats.  Through this research, we may also learn 
about other aspects of our bobcat community.  To learn 
more about the biology and society of this shy feline that 
moves so peacefully among us, you are invited to join us.

Butterfly houSe tourS
When: Tuesdays at 10 a.m.
Where: Butterfly House
Fee: $1 donation
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior 
of butterflies. The house is also open to visitors without 
a guide. 

CAlooSAhAtChee oxBow & riverlore CruiSe
When:  Sunday, December 14 from 1 - 3:30 p.m.  
Where: Meet at Franklin Lock & Dam on the public use area
  off SR 80.  Reservations required.  $40 per person. 
 For more info call 472-2329
Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosa-
hatchee on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy 
Director Rae Ann Wessel, a long-time river advocate.  Rae 
Ann is a river researcher, aquatic ecologist and historian.  
Follow the river back to a time when a waterfall served as 
the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved 
living amongst the wilderness.  Space is limited.  Reserva-
tions required.

DolPhin AnD wilDlife ADventure CruiSeS
When:  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Where:  Pine Island Sound; departs McCarthy’s 
 Marina, Captiva
Fee: $25/adult, $15/children;
 Reservations required, call 472-5300
Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva Cruis-
es’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Island Sound.

exPlore SAniBel'S unique interior wetlAnDS
When: Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at 9 a.m. -  
Where: Meet at Nature Center and proceed to trails
Fee: Free to members and children, $3 for nonmembers
Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior, freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  This Everglades-like 
ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants and animals.  

Join us for  a guided walk through the interior wetlands 
and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract with discussion 
of native habitats, natural and cultural history, and pres-
ervation efforts.

firSt MonDAyS:  PoliCy At SCCf
When: December 1 at 10 a.m.
Where: Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free
The Caloosahatchee river and estuary are directly affected 
by Lake Okeechobee, the Kissimmee and Everglades resto-
ration.  Natural Resource Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel 
will present the third of a multi-part series, "Restoring the 
River-Lake-Glades," affering in-depth analysis of different 
parts of the overall system.  Rae Ann will also provide a 
overview of the events of the past and upcoming months, 
with time for Q&A.

Rae Ann Wessel (right) on a Caloosahatchee Oxbow & 
Riverlore Cruise

Continued on Page 10

Sunrise on the Center Tract swale.
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fiShing, fiSh houSeS, reSeArCh & ConServAtion
When:  Thursday, Decvember 11 from 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Where:  Departs from McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva
Fee: $45 per person; members receive a $10 discount
 Reservations required, space is limited.  Call 472-2329
A new twist on the classic Fish House Tour, content will 
include the history of fishing, Pine Island Sound National 
Wildlife Refuge and the SCCF Marine Laboratory's work 
on water quality and fisheries in Pine Island Sound all while 
cruising aboard one of Captiva Cruises many boats.

frog tAleS
When: Wednesday, December 10 at 10 a.m.
Where: Nature Center auditorium
Fee: $5 per adult; free for members and children
Even though tadpoles actually lose their tails to become 
a frog, you are invited to learn about the frogs of Sanibel 
and Captiva by attending a “Frog Tales” program.  Come 
and listen to frog calls heard during the summer rains and 
watch a frog eat a cricket.  

gAtor tAleS
When:  Wednesday, December 31  at 10 a.m. 
Where:  Nature Center auditorium
Fee: Free to members and non-members
The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. Flor-
ida’s history of gators and humans is closely intertwined. 
Learn about these fascinating creatures and what we must 
do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.

henDry County'S 26th AnnuAl City fArM tour   
When:  Saturday, February 7, 2009.  All day
Where:  Group will meet at an off-island location
Fee: Call for price.  Space is limited; fills fast.
A charter bus will pick up passengers at the U-Save grocery 
store located at 4191 Palm Beach Blvd., Fort Myers. The 

tour will feature a variety of stops at some of Florida’s most 
sophisticated agricultural operations including vegetable 
transplant nurseries, citrus, sod, sugarcane and vegetable 
production as well as one of the largest beef cattle ranches 
in the state.  Lunch will include some of the fresh veggies 
picked up en route, and participants receive a bag of fresh 
produce to take home. There will also be fresh Florida or-
ange juice breaks at strategic stops along the way. If inter-
ested contact directly Hendry County Extension Service’s 
Debra Cabrera  Phone: (863) 674-4092 or email dcabrera@
ufl.edu.  Cost is $60 per person.

nAtive PlAnt gArDen tour
When:  Friday, December 12 at 10 a.m.
Where: Meet at the Nature Center to carpool to the garden
Fee: Free to members, $5 for non-members. 
 Resevations required.  Call Dee at 472-2329 for 
 more information
Would you like to add more native plants to your land-
scape for wildlife?  Would you like to see how other people 
landscape with Florida’s native plants?   

reSiDentS' environMentAl overview
When: Mondays, Dec. 1 & 15, Jan. 12 & 26 from 2 - 5:30 p.m.
Where: Starts at the Nature Center and concludes on 
 Captiva at McCarthy's Marina.  Reservations 
 required.  Call 472-2329. 
Learn about the conservation heritage of our islands, how 
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Weeds 'n Seeds -- 2009
We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 

and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Beginning on 
Monday, January 5th, 2009 and every Monday morning 
thereafter through the end of March, we gather on the 
porch of the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation 
(SCCF), 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd., Sanibel, at 8:45 a.m.  

Our walks, visiting different locations on Sanibel, last 
for two hours, and are guided by a leader with a plant list.  
The walks are free but donations to SCCF are welcome; 
also, depending on the location visited, you may need 
parking money.  Please bring a hat, water, sun-block and 
comfortable enclosed shoes with socks.  

For further information, please call Candice Ethridge 
at 395-9498, Betty Eertmoed at 395-9240 or Elaine 
Jacobson at 395-1878.

We invite anyone interested to join us.

Everglades Coalition Conference 
The 2009 Everglades Coalition Conference will be held 

at the Miami Hilton Downtown, January 8-11, 2009.  The 
conference is the largest  annual forum of non-profit, federal 
and state government and private interests  to focus on the 
Greater Everglades ecosystem spanning the peninsula  from 
the interior central ridge to the coastal estuaries of south 
Florida.  Information is available on our website and www.
evergladescoalition.org.

Trail guide and nature shop volunteer 
training will be held from January 5 
through January 8, 2009.  The time 
frame will be from 10- a.m. to 12 noon 
each morning in the Nature Center 
auditorium, but we may have an off-
island field trip that could require a full 
day commitment.  The agenda is still 
being developed so if you have any special 
requests for training please call Melissa 
at 472-2329 ext. 207. New volunteers 
are welcome!  Please call to sign up so we 
know how many people to expect.

Trail Guide and Nature Shop Volunteer Training
January 5-8, 2009

the islands came to be and current efforts to protect and 
preserve the river, the estuary, Sanibel, Captiva and the 
surrounding waters. Program is free to members, resi-
dents and property owners. For all others, the fee is $20.  

turtle trACkS
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9 a.m. 
Where: Meet at the Nature Center
Fee: Free to members and children, $5 for
  nonmembers,  beach parking fee $2/hour
Sanibel Island has one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles that nest on our beaches, SCCF’s 
monitoring activities, and what we are doing to protect 
sea turtles.  Meet at the Nature Center for a talk, touch 
tank program and trip to the local beach.  You will also 
learn about the forces that shape the beach habitat and 
other local marine life.
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NATuRE CENTER
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Rd.

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Rd.)
(239) 472-2329

www.sccf.org

Nature Center Hours:
Monday through Friday Open 

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from 
October through May

Open 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from 
June through September

Saturdays
Open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from 

December through April

Closed Saturdays
from May through November

Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday through Friday Open 

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

from December through April

Closed Saturdays
from May through November

Call (239) 472-1932
for information.

Trails, Education Center, 
Nature Shop & Bookstore: 
$3/adult, children under 17 

free, members free.
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SCCF Annual Meeting -- December 5
Please come to our Annual Meeting on December 5, starting at 5 p.m.  

Get an early start to your Luminary Night celebrations.  Catch up on the 
latest SCCF news, meet old friends returning to the islands for season and 
feast on the pot luck dinner on the SCCF Porch.

SCCF will provide the main course, and members are asked to bring a 
dish to pass.  See you there!

Member update by E-mail?   
Help!  Mailing and printing costs keep rising.  If you would like 
to help SCCF save money (and paper), we can e-mail you a copy 
of the Member Update (as a PDF file).  Please give us a call at 
472-2329 or e-mail us at sccf@sccf.org if you would like to receive 
your Update by e-mail.

New look for our 
Nature Shop & Bookstore

Our Nature Shop & Bookstore has a brand new look!  We'll be open dur-
ing the December 5 Annual Meeting as we invite you to take a look.

On Monday, December 8, you're invited to our Annual Shop 'n' Sip from 
5 - 7 p.m.  

Please stop by for some holiday cheer!  It's a perfect time to come and do 
your holiday shopping while supporting the Foundation.  

We look forward to seeing you then!
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