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Volunteers Help Clam Bayou Restoration Efforts Begin in Earnest

In 2009 the Marine Lab received 
two related, two-year (2009-2011) 
grants from the National Oceanic & 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
and its partners to conduct restoration 
research in Clam Bayou focusing on 
oysters, mangroves and seagrasses.  

The grants require a major 
portion of the labor (for example 
deploying over 75 tons of fossil 
oyster shell) to be from community 
volunteers.  Over the coming months 
volunteers (ages 8-80) will be needed 
for shell bagging and deployment, reef 
construction, and habitat and water 
quality monitoring of seagrasses and 
mangroves, as well as oyster reefs.  

Restoration began with the 
collection and planting of over 
10,000 red mangrove propagules.  
Additional propagules have also 
been potted by SCCF nursery 

volunteers and are growing at the 
Lab for future deployment as more 
mature individuals.  

The second phase of the 
restoration will involve the creation 
of oyster reef substrate.  Three 
shipments of fossilized oyster shell 
mined near Sarasota were delivered 
to City-owned property at Bowman’s 
Beach in 2009.  The loose fossil shell 
(dating back, perhaps, 3-5 million 
years to the Pliocene epoch) will be 
funneled into wire mesh bags to allow 
easier transport and deployment later 

this spring.  We will be bagging the 
shell at Bowman’s Beach.  

We chose Clam Bayou for 
numerous reasons.  Clam Bayou was 
once connected to the Gulf of Mexico 
and Pine Island Sound but storms 
and island road construction (Sanibel-
Captiva Rd.) isolated it.  The closing of 
Clam Bayou led to declining mangrove, 
seagrass and oyster habitats, all of 
which are important for numerous 
terrestrial and aquatic species.  

In 2006, the City of Sanibel, 

By Loren Coen, Ph.D.; Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D. and Sabrina Lartz

You Can Help!
The Lab will be bagging fossil oyster shell every Tuesday in February  from 

9 a.m. to noon.  If you’re interested in helping, please give Sabrina Lartz at the 
Lab a call at 395-4617 or e-mail her at slartz@sccf.org.

Continued on Page 2
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along with many of the current funding partners, began 
a restoration effort by  installing several box culverts 
reconnecting Clam Bayou with Dinkins Bayou and 
ultimately Pine Island Sound.  The opening of Blind 
Pass and the closing of the adjacent wastewater treatment 
plant will also improve the areas.  

Our efforts are aimed at jump-starting natural 
ecological processes to improve the structure and 
function of these habitats.  Restoration of aquatic 
habitats will benefit many important fish species, 
including snook, gray snapper, mullet, spotted seatrout, 
red drum, tarpon, goliath grouper and numerous 
ecologically important animals that support these 
relevant food webs.  Enhanced habitats will provide 
feeding areas for endangered species such as wood 
storks, piping plovers, least terns, snowy plovers, Florida 
manatees, and smalltooth sawfish.

Over the coming months we will be providing updates 
and also requesting groups of volunteers to assist with the 
effort.  Our initial shell bagging effort on December 12 
had 14 volunteers and yielded over 230 completed bags 
each weighing nearly 30 pounds.  Volunteers participating 
at Bowman’s Beach included Lab and City staff, SCCF 
members, and students from FGCU.

On January 28, we had a great turnout, with 
students (even the bus driver helped!) from Lexington 
Middle School, SCCF members, island residents and 
staffers from “Ding” Darling and CROW (who came 
out on their day off ).  Volunteers bagged nearly 14,000 
pounds of shell into over 460 bags.  Overall, volunteers 
have helped bag over 25 tons of shell!

As background for shellfish lovers, our local oyster 
(Crassostrea virginica) forms complex living reefs that 
provide nursery habitat for many species, as well as feeding 
sites for numerous predators (fishes, birds, reptiles, and 
mammals).  Oysters filter significant volumes of water 
(a single large adult can filter several gallons per hour), 
improving water clarity.  Oyster reefs help to stabilize 
shorelines.  Adult oysters release millions of fertilized eggs 
(May to October) which then develop in our waters over 
2-3 weeks.  They then must attach (now called ‘spat’) to 
a hard substrate (ideally other oysters) or they die.  By 
building reefs in the spring, we are providing critical 
settling material to continue the cycle.

Marine Lab -- Continued from Page 1
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I have exciting news to share. 
For the first time in 43 years, 

SCCF has a new mission statement:

SCCF is dedicated to the 
conservation of coastal habitats 

and aquatic resources on 
Sanibel and Captiva and in the 

surrounding watershed.

It is the grounding foundation to 
the extensive strategic planning we 
have been doing this year, in addition 
to our ongoing conservation efforts.

Why is this an important change?  
Well, let me answer by way of one 
example.

This past summer data from our 
water sensor network (RECON) 
played a role in reversing past 
detrimental decisions regarding water 
flows in the Caloosahatchee. 

The data documented a harmful 
algae bloom event and subsequent 
low dissolved oxygen and fish kill in 
2008.  In 2009, we predicted that 
the same sort of event would occur 
if water flow management remained 
the same as the previous year.  The 
availability of our data to the City of 
Sanibel and the regulatory agencies, 
along with increased communications 
regarding the issue, led to a water flow 
regime that negated the conditions 
which created the event in 2008.  The 
harmful algae bloom scenario was not 
repeated in the summer of 2009.

Under our new mission 
statement, this work is clearly within 
our geographic and programmatic 
scope. It is true that attention to 
possible land acquisition targets 
and the management of our 1,800 
acres of coastal habitat will always 
be the historic bedrock of our work. 

That being said, focused research 
and advocacy for our surrounding 
watershed will only increase over 
time, and is already influencing the 
decision-making process for our 
watershed on a weekly basis.

Simply put, our work in marine 
research and public policy outreach 
is making a difference, for those who 
live here now, and the generations 
who will follow.

This is just one example of the 
work we need you to support through 
the Annual Fund Drive.  Your support 
will also allow us to:

•	 Continue	removing	the	last	of	the	
exotic invasives from our land – we 
have cleared 98% of our acreage 
and opened extensive wildlife 
habitat for the other creatures 
calling our islands home

•	 Maintain	our	leadership	role	in	sea	
turtle monitoring, conservation 
and research

•	 Carry	our	landscaping	for	wildlife	
message to our neighbors, 
providing native plants and 
invaluable advice for their own 
backyard habitats 

•	 Expand	 the	 many	 ways	 we	
educate people to embrace our 
history and surroundings, making 
conservation a guiding principle 
for residents and visitors alike

At this writing, we have raised 
$288,620 towards the $750,000 we 
must raise by the end of our fiscal year 
on June 30.  To reach our goal, we 
need you to do one of two things:

1) If you gave to the Annual Fund 
Drive last year, please make a 
tax-deductible gift of the same or 
greater amount now

2) If you did not give to last year’s 
Annual Fund Drive, please make 
a gift of $300 or more.  If every 
SCCF Member does that, we will 
meet our operating budget for 
this fiscal year

Please call 472-2329 to make a 
contribution to our work.  Thank you 
for consideration of this request and, 
as always, know my door is open if 
you’d like to stop by to visit with me.

Our Annual Fund Drive & Our Mission

$288K

$750K
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By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Natural Resource Policy

25th Annual Everglades Coalition Conference
The 25th Annual Everglades 

Coalition Conference lived up to its 
reputation as a premier networking 
opportunity for connecting leaders and 
decision-makers from Washington, 
DC and Tallahassee to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the South 
Florida Water Management District 
(SFWMD), local community leaders 
and conservation advocates.  

The $600 million in federal 
funding earmarked for Everglades 
Restoration since January 2009 and two 
restoration project  groundbreakings 
-- Tamiami Trail and Picayune Strand 
-- contributed an air of excitement to 
this year’s conference.   

In addition to tremendous 
presentations on a wide variety of 
subjects, SCCF policy staff took the 
opportunity to meet one-on-one 
with state legislators and testified at a 
Senate Subcommittee Hearing.

In a face-to-face meeting with 
Senate President Atwater, I thanked 
him for holding the line on last year’s 
rush by the House to push through  
oil drilling initiatives during the 
last week of the session.  He seems 
open to the debate but stated he 
clearly understands the threat drilling 
poses to our state’s most precious 
natural resources.  We also discussed 
water issues and our support of a 
new committee he has formed and 
charged Senator Constantine to head 
on Florida’s Inland Waters.  The 
committee will take a comprehensive 
look at the state’s water issues.

During the conference Senator 
Lee Constantine held a Senate 
Subcommittee Hearing to take 
advantage of the unique congregation 
of knowledgeable water advocates.  
SCCF staff testified at this hearing 
to share our priorities and concerns 
for an omnibus bill he will introduce 

this session.  SCCF has been 
working with Lee County to invite 
the senator and his staff to hold a 
public meeting here in Southwest 
Florida as part of his effort to collect 
information in developing the scope 
of the bill.  He expressed a strong 
interest in coming to Southwest 
Florida.  We will keep you posted 
when a meeting date is set.  

Speakers at the conference 
included Nancy Sutley, Chairwoman 
of the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality; and Tom 
Strickland, Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior, both of whom related 
the priority and commitment of 
the White House to Everglades 
Restoration.  U.S. Senator Bill Nelson, 
U.S. Representative Tom Rooney 
and Florida CFO and gubernatorial 
candidate Alex Sink, all carried 
messages of support for Everglades 

Above:  Nancy Sutley, Chairwoman of the White House Council on Environmen-
tal Quality;  Below left:  Florida CFO and gubernatorial candidate Alex Sink.



Page 5

The Sanibel City Council voted unanimously on 
January 19, 2010 to oppose oil drilling off the Florida  
coast. The SCCF Board of Trustees took a strong 
position in opposition to drilling off Florida’s coast and 
is pleased that the City will join other Southwest Florida 
communities in opposing oil drilling that would put at 
risk Lee County’s $3 billion tourism industry.  

The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
last week received a report on proposed oil drilling 
revenue and job creation in a presentation from Dr. 
Frank Alcock.  Dr. Alcock is a professor at New College 
in Sarasota and a member of the Governors’ Century 
Commission.  According to the American Petroleum 
Institute, revenue to the state from drilling off Florida 
in the eastern Gulf of Mexico  is estimated to be $20-40 
million by 2020, with a peak of $850 million in 2030.  
The industry estimates that drilling would cumulatively 
create around 10,000 jobs. 

These figures pale in comparison to the contribution 
generated by our outstanding beaches and natural 

environment.  Tourism in Florida, one of the largest 
economic industries in the state, generates  more 
than $65 billion in taxable sales and employs nearly 
one million Floridians with  an  annual payroll of 
$15.4 billion.  In Lee County alone tourism generates 
approximately $3 billion in economic impact and 
employs one out of every five people.

Florida beaches, salt marshes, seagrass beds and 
mangrove forests host a rich ecological and biological 
diversity that is unique in the United States.  In our coastal 
region alone, there are 17 threatened and endangered 
species.  The threats to our beaches and coastlines from oil 
drilling are not worth the risk.  Investment in alternative 
sources is a better investment for our economy through 
job creation and clean energy production.  

The City will vote on the resolution at their 
February 2nd Council meeting.  A copy of the 
resolution is posted on our website www.sccf.org under 
Natural Resource Policy, Policy Issues.  

- Rae Ann Wessel

Sanibel City Council Votes to Oppose Oil Drilling

Where were you on April 20, 1970? Some of you may not have come into being, others were in college, and 
others were buried in business or family.  Kristie is looking for people who may remember that day as the very 
first Earth Day.

Forty years ago there was no Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act or Endangered Species Act.  SCCF was a 
fledgling organization.  A professor of Wildlife Ecology at the University of Syracuse (who later became an SCCF 
board president) was threatened with his job for encouraging students to celebrate that day. 

In 1970, 18-year-olds earned the right to vote.  The Apollo 13 mission had caused everyone’s eyes to be cast 
to the sky.  Gas was 36¢ a gallon and the Dow Jones Industrial Average was 838.

If somewhere in the back of your mind there lingers a moment or thought about any of the early Earth Day 
celebrations, send a note to kanders@sccf.org. 

- Kristie Anders

Where Were You on April 20, 1970?

Restoration and the promise of continued funding 
which, from the Federal side is critically important.  The 
C43 (Caloosahatchee River) reservoir is on the list of 
projects for appropriations through the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA 2010) that we will be pressing 
to get passed this year.

The conference kicked off with an extraordinary 
paddling trip.  A team of 12 intrepid volunteers braved 
30 degree temperatures to paddle 78 miles in six days 
from the confluence of the Kissimmee River and Lake 

Okeechobee through Martin County arriving at the 
Grassy Waters Preserve in West Palm Beach in the late 
afternoon of Jan. 7 for the start of the conference.  This 
unique kickoff to the conference was planned, sponsored 
and organized by the conference host -- the nonprofit 
Arthur R. Marshall Foundation -- to highlight the 
declining health of the natural system and to try to get 
people interested in joining the efforts to restore Florida’s 
River of Grass, the Everglades. 

Everglades Coalition Conference -- Continued from left
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Booksigning for Charlie Sobczak’s Nature Guide
On Wednesday, February 17, SCCF will host the kick-

off book signing for Sanibel author Charlie Sobczak’s new 
book, Living Sanibel — A Nature Guide to Sanibel and 
Captiva Islands.  The signing will be on the Nature Center 
porch from 4 - 6 p.m. 50% of all sales will go to SCCF for 
program support and there will be wine and cheese.

Charles Sobczak has put together the first comprehensive 
field guide to the native flora and fauna of Sanibel 
and Captiva islands. The book is 512 pages long, with 
more than 650 full color photographs, illustrations and 
maps. The award-winning photographers whose works 
are included in Living Sanibel include Dick Fortune, 
Sara Lopez, Alan Maltz, Rob Pailes and illustrator Diane 
Pebbles.

There are 291 species of birds identified in the work, 
all of the island’s 23 mammals, more than fifty reptiles 
and amphibians, fifty plus salt and freshwater fishes, 
numerous insects, crabs and more than forty of the most 
commonly found native plants. In addition there is a 
twenty-four page map section that locates and describes 
some 65 miles of hiking and biking trails found on both 
islands. Another section looks at Sanibel’s seven museums 
and eco-attractions in great detail (including SCCF).

Living Sanibel is a wonderful tool for both residents 
and visitors to better understand the complex ecosystems 
and the animals and plants within them that make these 
islands so unique and compelling.

My name is Kennedy Hanson, 
and I'm the newest intern at the 
SCCF Native Plant Nursery.

It's safe to say that I got my start 
as a naturalist at an early age:  I was 
exploring Six Mile Cypress Slough 
when I was six weeks old.  True, I 
wasn't yet a competent hiker, but being 
carried by your parents still counts as 
exploring, right?  Thoughout my early 
life, I spent plenty of time getting to 
know the various environments of the 
Southwest Florida region.

Several years later (but only a few 
months ago), I graduated from the 
University of Central Florida with 
an Interdisciplinary Studies degree. 

I suppose that my major is best 
described as a "mix-and-match major" 
with dual concentrations in Natural 
Sciences and Behavioral & Social 
Sciences, with a minor in Philosophy.

Currently, my personal favorite 
activity is photography, and anyone 
who looks at my portfolio can 
clearly see my love of nature through 
my photos. There are a few other 
endeavors that continually vie for 
the position of my favorite pastime, 
including reading and martial arts.

As of right now, I'm loving 
living on Sanibel, and I am looking 
forward to working with everyone 
out here at SCCF!

Native Plant Nursery:  Meet Intern Kennedy Hanson

Native Plant Nursery Intern Kennedy Hanson
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Wildlife Habitat Management:  Freshwater Turtles Exhibit

In late 2009, I was approached 
by Dee Serage, from the education 
department at SCCF, about setting up 
a turtle exhibit.  I suggested that we 
create a live exhibit showing examples 
of neonate freshwater turtles found in 
the Sanibel River.  She liked the idea, 
so I began to gather the materials 
needed to properly house these turtles.   
The Hammerheads helped in building 
the lid and base that the turtle tank 
sits on.  The turtles, themselves, were 
donated by two Florida-based turtle 
breeders, The Turtle Source and 
Sunshine Serpents.  

The Sanibel River, as we know it 
today, is really an elongated slough 
created in the late 1950s from the 
ditching and connection of wetland 
areas in the island’s interior for surface 
water management and mosquito 
control purposes.

This basin actually had four exit 
points to salt water. This would have 
allowed for some exchange of salt 
and freshwater.  The Sanibel River 
provides habitat for a number of 
wildlife species, including several 
species of turtles.

There are nine species of aquatic 

turtles known to exist in the Sanibel 
River and its surrounding basin. These 
are the peninsula cooter (Pseudemys 
peninsularis), Florida red-belly turtle 
(Pseudemys nelsoni), Florida chicken 
turtle (Deirochelys reticularia chrysea), 
yellow-bellied slider (Trachemys scripta 
scripta), red-eared slider (Trachemys 
scripta elegans), striped mud turtle 
(Kinosternon bauri), Florida mud 
turtle (Kinosternon subrubrum 
steindachneri), Florida snapping turtle 
(Chelydra serpentina osceola) and the 
Florida softshell turtle (Apalone ferox). 
The Florida box turtle (Terrapene 
carolina bauri) can also be found in 
and around the Sanibel River but is 
considered semi-aquatic, so it is not 
included in this list or exhibit.

Some of the turtles are very 
rare on Sanibel but most are quite 
common.  By far, the most common 
freshwater turtles in the river basin 
are the peninsula cooter, Florida 
softshell and yellow-bellied slider.  
The Florida snapping turtle, Florida 
red-bellied turtle and striped mud 
turtle are somewhat common (two 

are seldom seen due to their cryptic 
nature) and the Florida mud turtle, 
red-eared slider and Florida chicken 
turtle are rare throughout the island.

The two sliders (yellow-bellied 
and red-eared) are exotic to south 
Florida, but found naturally in north 
Florida and surrounding states.  
These Sanibel populations of sliders 
are the result of released pets.  In 
fact, it is now illegal to possess red-
eared sliders in Florida due to their 
highly invasive nature.  They are 
native to the central United States 
but have become established on all 
six continents from escaped pets.

In addition to the turtle tank, 
there is a poster (pictured above) 
showing all nine examples of aquatic 
turtles in the Sanibel River basin, 
along with their range map, status on 
Sanibel Island and photographs of a 
juvenile and an adult. 

If you see any of the turtles I 
have listed as rare or uncommon on 
Sanibel, please take a picture of them 
and send it to me, along with the 
location of the sighting (clechowicz@

By Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist, IT Specialist
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Beach Walk and Talk

The treasures found while walking sandy beaches offer us 
a glimpse of the estuary and Gulf of Mexico that surround 
Sanibel and Captiva.  Shell egg cases, crab exoskeletons, 
turtle grass or sea turtle bones all tell stories of tides, winds, 
and currents.  Come for a guided “Beach Walk and Talk” 
starting at the SCCF touch tank and then carpool to the 
beach at the historic Island Inn.  Thursdays at 10 a.m.  Cost 
of the program is $5 for adults with SCCF members and chil-
dren free.

Birding aT The Preserves

Join experienced birders on Friday morning outings to 
preserves owned and managed by SCCF.  Both new and 
experienced birders will enjoy a variety of birds in a di-
versity of wildlife habitats.  Botany enthusiasts are also 
welcome to help identify plants along the trails.  All walks 
begin at 8 a.m, but the locations do vary.  Walks are free 
for members and non-members.  February schedule:
 February 12 at SCCF/Center Tract
 February 19 at West Sanibel River Preserve 
  with Brad Smith as guide
 February 26 at Pick Preserve
SCCF/Center Tract:  Located at SCCF’s Nature Center on 
Sanibel-Captiva Road, one mile west of Tarpon Bay Road.
West Sanibel River Preserve:  Meet at the Legion (on San-
Cap Road) at 8 a.m. 
Pick Preserve:  Located across Sanibel-Captiva Road from 
the Recreation Center and The Sanibel School.  Meet in 
the parking lot at the Recreation Center. Park at the end 
near the ball fields.

Booksigning WiTh charlie soBczak

On Wednesday, February 17, SCCF will host the kick-
off book signing for Charlie Sobczak’s new book, Living 
Sanibel — A Nature Guide to Sanibel and Captiva Islands.  
The signing will be on the Nature Center porch from 4 
- 6 p.m. and there will be wine and cheese.  Charlie will 
donate 50% of all sales to SCCF for program support.  
(See page 6 for more about the book).

BuTTerfly house Tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  The house is also open to visitors without a guide.  
Tuesdays at 10 a.m., $1 donation.

caloosahaTchee oxBoW & riverlore cruise

Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosa-
hatchee on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy 
Director Rae Ann Wessel, a long-time river advocate.  Rae 
Ann is a river researcher, aquatic ecologist and historian.  
Follow the river back to a time when a waterfall served as 

the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved 
living amongst the wilderness.  Sunday, February 14 from 1 
- 3:30 p.m.  Meet at Franklin Lock & Dam on the public use 
area off SR 80.  Space is limited. Reservations required.  $40 
per person.  For more info call 472-2329

 

dolPhin and Wildlife advenTure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound; 
departs McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/
children.  Reservations required, call 472-5300.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF February 2010 Program Schedule

Programs aT a glance

Week of February 7 -- Gator Tales, Hands Across the 
Sand, Human Uses of Florida Native Plants, Otters 
on Sanibel, Stars Over Sanibel, 

Week of February 14 -- Booksigning with Charlie 
Sobczak, Caloosahatchee Oxbow Cruise, Looking 
For Owls, Monarchs & Other Butterflies of 
Sanibel, Open House, Sanibel Sea Turtle Stories, 
Stars Over Sanibel, 

Week of February 21 -- Gator Tales, Human Uses of 
Florida Native Plants, Kayaking Pine Island Sound, 
Resident Environmental Overiew, Snakes of 
Sanibel-Captiva, Stars Over Sanibel 

Coming up in March -- Resident Environmental 
Overview on Monday, March 1.

Offered Weekly -- Beach Walk and Talk, Birding 
the Preserves, Butterfly House Tours, Fridays at 
the Center, Trail Walks: Explore Sanibel’s Interior 
Wetlands, Stars Over Sanibel, Turtle Tracks, Weeds 
and Seeds
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fridays aT sccf
Join us at 10 a.m. on Fridays for programs that cover dif-
ferent topics each Friday.  Talks are $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.  The schedule is below; please 
see individual topics for more information.  Nature Cen-
ter auditorium.
Feb. 12 - Otters on Sanibel
Feb. 19 – Sanibel Sea Turtle Stories
Feb. 26 – Snakes of Sanibel and Captiva

gaTor Tales

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. 
Florida’s history of gators and humans are closely inter-
twined. To learn about these fascinating creatures and 
what we must do to ensure our safety and their survival 
on the islands please attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesday, 
February 10 and 24 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center. Call 
472-2329 for more information.

hands across The sand -- offshore oil drilling

On Saturday, February 13, the citizens of Florida will have 
an opportunity to show their opposition to offshore oil 
drilling as close as three to 10 miles off our coast.  SCCF 
will be coordinating Sanibel and Captiva participation in 
this statewide public movement.  We will be gathering on 
two beaches --  Bowman’s Beach and the end of Andy Rosse 
Lane -- for the 1:30-to-1:45 event.  Saturday, February 13.  
Be there before 1:30.  Call Amanda Bryant (472-3984; abry-
ant@sccf.org) or Kristie Anders (472-2329, kanders@sccf.org) 
for more info.

kayaking in Pine island sounde

Learn about the natural and cultural history of Pine Is-
land Sound on this kayaking adventure.  You’ll also learn 
about SCCF Marine Lab research projects and water qual-
ity studies within our back bay estuary.  Part of the $45/
person fee will help fund SCCF Marine Lab programs. 
Space is limited so reservations are required.  Monday, Feb-
ruary 22 at 9 a.m.  Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located at 
McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva.  $45/person; reservations required; 
please call Captiva Kayak at 395-2925.

human uses of florida naTive PlanTs

Did you know that Henry Ford stuffed the seats of his cars 
with the air plant, Spanish moss, or that Thomas Edison 
used the giant native Seaside Goldenrod for electrical con-
ductivity experiments?  Calusa fishermen of the past used 
the poisonous saponins in certain native plants to harvest 
their fish.  Hear stories like these when you attend the  
“Human Uses of Florida’s Native Plants” program.  Offered 
Tuesdays, February 9 and 23 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF audi-
torium. Tour the Ethnobotany Garden following the program.  
Cost is $5  with members and children free.

looking for oWls

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 

does not make its’ own nest but 
uses one built by an osprey, hawk, 
or eagle.  The Screech and Barn 
Owls nest in tree cavities made 
by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  
There is a nest box on the side 
of the SCCF nature center where 
Barn owls have nested off and on 
since 1980.. will they return this 
year?  Island Screech owls are in 
the courting phase with males 

guarding territory and calling to females.   On Wednesday, 
February 17 at 10 a.m. you are invited to SCCF to learn 
more about the “Owls of Sanibel and Captiva.”  The cost of 
the program is $5 with SCCF members and children attend-
ing for free.

marine Biology hands-on

See what it’s like to be a Marine Biologist as we haul up a 
crab trap, learn about commercial fishing techniques and 
discover why the waters surrounding Sanibel and Captiva 
are an important habitat for the fish, crabs and dolphins 
that we encounter while on the water.  Help gauge the 
health of our Back Bay Ecosystem through this hands-on 
voyage and scientific inquiry suitable and fun for all ages.  
Captiva Cruises will begin offering this weekly Science 
at Sea Cruise beginning in January.  This 1-1/2 hour trip 
is $35/adult, $20/child.  Call for times and reservations, 
472-5300.

SCCF February 2010 Program Schedule -- Pg. 2

on your oWn aT The naTure cenTer

BuTTerfly house 
Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.

human uses of florida naTive PlanTs

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.  

Walking Trails & oBservaTion ToWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.
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monarchs and oTher BuTTerflies of saniBel

Monarch butterflies migrate to Mexico every winter, 
stopping off in Florida on the way.  In contrast, Zebra 
Longwing butterflies only fly around the block and back.  
At this program learn about the life cycle of these and 
other native butterflies including the plants they need to 
survive.  Take a tour of the butterfly house after the pro-
gram.  Tuesday, February 16 at 10 a.m.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for nonmembers.

oPen house

Come and celebrate SCCF with family friendly activities 
at the Nature Center on Monday, February 15.  This year, 
we’ve added a bus tour of SCCF preserves with a stop 
at Frannie’s Preserve (given at 9:30 a.m. and again at 1 
p.m.).  The Nature Sounds Contest will be at 11:30, and 
there will be live animals, craft projects and much more! 
Space is limited for the bus tours, so please sign up early.  
All of the other activities will be happening at the Nature 
Center from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Questions and sign up con-
tact Davita Moyer at 472-2329 or dmoyer@sccf.org.

oTTers on saniBel

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this large, 
aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  River 
otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture the 
hearts of all who see them.  Otter sightings have increased 
recently on SCCF trails.  Following the program take a 
walk on the trail and view an otter communication sight.  
This Fridays at SCCF talk will be on Friday, February 12 
at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.

residenT environmenTal overvieW

The group assembles at the Nature Center of the Conser-
vation Foundation a talk on nature of the islands, geology 
and the human history of the islands.  Then drive up to 
Captiva and board one of Captiva Cruises boats, where the 
group will learn about the estuary and its crucial ties to 
the Caloosahatchee and Gulf of Mexico.  Program starts 
at SCCF at 1:30 p.m. and ends on Captiva at 5:30.  Pro-
gram is available Monday, February 22 and Monday, March 
1. Call for reservations as space is limited. There is no cost for 
residents. Visitors are welcomed for a cost of $25 per person.  
Please call 472-2329.

saniBel sea TurTle sTories

Come and learn about all things sea turtle from the lo-
cal queen of sea turtles, 
SCCF’s Amanda Bry-
ant, fearless leader of 
the SCCF Sea Turtle 
Program.  She has many 
turtle stories to tell since 
she took over the pro-
gram.  A Leatherback 
nesting, sea turtles res-
cued from too cold wa-
ter, hatchlings riding 
ocean currents on rafts 
of sargassum weed…
it should be an exciting 
program.  This Fridays 
at SCCF talk will be on 
Friday, February 19 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center 
auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members 
and children free. 

snakes of saniBel and caPTiva

Chris Lechowicz is the SCCF herpetologist and our resi-
dent snake expert.  Come and learn about the snakes he 
has documented on the islands and some he has not.  The 
small secretive and docile coral snake is the only poison-
ous snake he has documented here and after 30 years 
some of us have never seen one!  There will be live snakes 

SCCF February 2010 Program Schedule -- Pg. 3

Amanda with one of last year’s 
leatherback hatchlings prior to 
release.  Photo by Luc Century.
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to see and hold if you dare.  This Fridays at SCCF talk 
will be on Friday, February 26 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free.

sTars over saniBel

Indulge your natural curiosity about the mysteries of the 
universe.  Richard Finkel leads this discussion of constella-
tions, our solar system, and distant stars within the Milky 
Way galaxy.  The program lasts about 1-1/2 hours on a 
clear night; on cloudy nights, a night sky DVD may be 
shown.  Wednesdays, February 10, 17 and 24.  Call for times.  
Meet on the Nature Center porch, proceed to trails.  Space 
is limited so reservations are required.  Call 472-2329 for 
reservations and more info.  $5  person donation to SCCF 
Environmental Education Fund.

sugarland Tour

SCCF is pairing up with the Clewiston Chamber of 
Commerce for a Sugarland Tour on February 17.  This 
trip includes a walk through sugar cane fields, a view of 
the sugar processing mill and also a view of one of the 
world’s most advanced citrus plants.  Meet Mary Ann 
Martin at Martin’s Marina to learn about the lake she 
cherishes.  Lunch at the Clewiston Inn is also included. 
$50 pp.  Reservations required by February 10.  Program 
starts in Clewiston.  Closed shoes are a must.  People will 
head back to the island about 4 p.m.  Payment at time of 
registration is required.  Call Kristie at 472-2329, extension 
203 for all the details.

Trail Walks: exPlore saniBel’s inTerior WeTlands

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it seill has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  This Everglades-like 

ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants and animals.  
Join us for a guided walk through the interior wetlands 
and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract with discussion 
of native habitats, natural and cultural history and pres-
ervation efforts.  Monday - Friday at 11 a.m. and also on 
Wednesdays at 2 p.m.  Meet at the Nature Center and pro-
ceed to the trails.  $5 for non-members; free to members and 
children.

TurTle Tracks

Sanibel Island has one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  You will also learn about 
the forces that shape the beach habitat and other local 
marine life.  Thursdays at 9 a.m. Meet at the Nature Center.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

Weeds and seeds

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, visit-
ing different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, and 
are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group will 
meet at the Nature Center porch  Depending on the loca-
tion visited, you may need parking money.  Please bring 
a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed shoes 
with socks. For further information, please call Candice 
Ethridge at 395-9498, Betty Eertmoed at 395-9240 or 
Elaine Jacobson at 395-1878.  Mondays at 8:45 a.m., meet 
at the Nature Center porch.  Walks are free but donations to 
SCCF are welcome. 
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•		Trails										•	Education	Center										•	Nature	Shop	&	Bookstore
 $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			
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Wildlife Habitat Management:  Rediscovery of the Chicken Turtle
SCCF MeMber Update

JanUary 2010

By Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist/IT Specialist
On Wednesday, December 2, 2009, Amanda Bryant 

(SCCF biologist) and I were setting traps for our 
biannual small mammal trapping event on Frannie’s 
Preserve (northeast of the Tarpon Bay Beach parking lot) 
when she noticed the remains of a dead turtle. After being 
called over, I stared at the turtle quietly and shook my 
head in disbelief because I knew we had found something 
rare. We brought the pieces of bone and scutes back to 
the office and I reconstructed the turtle enough for it 
to be positively identified. It was verified as a Florida 
chicken turtle (Deirochelys reticularia chrysea) by Dr. Kurt 
Buhlman, a chicken turtle expert, from SREL (Savanna 
River Ecological Laboratory). The turtle appeared to have 
died a couple months prior.

The Florida chicken turtle is a semi-aquatic turtle that 
is a Sanibel native. Chicken turtles are found throughout 
the southeastern United States in seasonal wetlands, 
ditches and ponds with dense vegetation. They tend to 
wander from wetland to wetland throughout the year and 
are commonly seen crossing roads (or end up as roadkill).  
They are often confused with sliders and cooters due to 
their similar appearance and proclivity to bask on logs. 
They were named chicken turtles because they have long 
necks and taste like chicken.

Chicken turtles were considered to be common on 
Sanibel throughout the 1970s and the early 1980s as 
stated by previous herp biologists (Steve Philips, George 
Campbell, and Charles LeBuff ). However, the last 
documented reports are from the late 1980s. Around 
this time, snakes such as the eastern indigo snake 
(Drymarchon corais couperi) and eastern diamondback 
rattlesnakes (Crotalus adamanteus) seemed to be in 
decline (by road mortality) due to increased traffic.  It 
was thought that chicken turtles suffered the same fate 
due to their tendency to cross roads.  

I can find no verifiable records of chicken turtles from 
the 1990s. After I began working at SCCF in 2002, I 
began keeping records of all roadkill turtles and snakes, as 

well as basking occurrences of aquatic turtles throughout 
the island without ever recording chicken turtles.  SCCF 
has conducted turtle surveys in the Sanibel River with 
hoop and basking traps as well. This is the first evidence 
I have found to prove that they are may be extant on 
the island. The last known sighting for them was on the 
Dayton Preserve near West Gulf Dr. and Tarpon Bay Rd. 
They are designated as “very rare or possibly extirpated” 
on the current Sanibel herp list due to the fact that they 
have not been recorded in approximately 20 years. 

The rediscovery of the gray fox (2008) and the 
skeleton of the Florida chicken turtle (2009) shows that 
animals can escape detection for long periods of time, 
even on a small island, but will eventually be found by 
somebody.

Florida chicken turtle (Deirochelys reticularia chrysea).  
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Marine Lab -- Continued from Page 1

Twenty years ago, in December 1989, Congress 
approved the Everglades National Park Protection & 
Expansion Act authorizing improvements to restore natural 
hydrologic conditions and water flows to the park.   On 
Friday, December 4, 2009 I was able to attend the project 
groundbreaking to celebrate progress that is fundamental 
to changing water flows throughout the Greater Everglades 
including the Caloosahatchee and estuary.  

Tamiami Trail was built in the 1920s,  the first cross-
Florida road to link Tampa and Miami.  The Trail was 
seen as critical to the future growth of south Florida and 
the region, especially the fledgling city of Fort Myers.  
The road’s name — Tamiami — is a contraction of the 
two metropolitan areas it links.  The construction of the 
road through the historic Everglades was, like so many 
things of that time, an engineering marvel that was 
celebrated as a major achievement.  

The unanticipated consequence of the road is that it 
is an enormous barrier to water flow south and greatly 
reduced water flow into Northeast Shark River Slough,  
located in the northeastern corner of Everglades National 
Park.  Other impacts of the road include changes to 
flora and fauna from changes in water flow and staging 
of water.  The redistributed flows have also deprived 
Taylor Slough, located to the 
south, of water needed to 
feed eastern Florida Bay.

The groundbreaking 
kicked off Phase I of the 
Tamiami Trail (U.S. 41) 
Modified Water Delivery 
Restoration  Project.  This 
involves building a one-mile 
bridge to elevate a portion 
of the Trail, and raise and 
reinforce an additional 9.7 
miles of roadbed to allow 

higher water levels in the adjacent L-29 Canal. Higher 
water levels in the canal will drive flows into the park 
when water is needed most.  The remaining 9.7 miles of 
roadbed will be elevated in a future phase of the project  

Removal of the barrier created by U.S. 41 must be 
accomplished so that water flow can be restored south 
out of Lake Okeechobee.  This, in turn, will help to 

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Natural Resource Policy:  Making Progress on Everglades Restoration

Tamiami Trail Groundbreaking Ushers in a New Era of Everglades Restoration

Continued on Page 4

Top right:  Map and inset showing location of the Tamiami Trail bridging project.  Above:  
Tamiami Trail before (left above) and (right above) after the bridging project is completed.   
All images from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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Marine Lab:  Intern Complements Ongoing Projects

Our Annual Fund Drive Needs You!

Marine Laboratory Intern Carolyn 
Kovacs is originally from Richmond, 
Virginia and obtained a B.S. in 
biology from the College of William 
and Mary.  With a longstanding 
interest in marine biology, Carolyn 
previously spent a summer interning 
with the Sarasota Dolphin Research 
Program and a semester studying 
abroad in Australia, where she had 
the opportunity to SCUBA dive on 
the Great Barrier Reef.  She arrived 
at SCCF just after completing a 
summer internship at the Dauphin 
Island Sea Lab in Alabama where 
she assisted a graduate student with 
his research of manatee habitat use 
in Alabama waters.  In addition, she 
recently completed an independent 
research project on wastewater by 
tracing nitrogen stable isotopes 
signatures in oyster shell and wanted 
to share her experiences with SCCF’s 
membership.

Carolyn set up a series of 
experiments to complement existing 
efforts at the lab.  She was interested 
in other potential tools to determine 
the sources of wastewater in the 
marine environment caused by leaky 
septic tanks and runoff.  Specifically 

she used optical brighteners, which 
are found in laundry detergent, to 
determine if they could be used 
locally to detect wastewater.  She has 
researched the interactions between a 
wastewater indicator, Enterococcus and 
algae found on the beach.  Enterococci 
are intestinal bacteria that are an 
indicator of fecal contamination of 
water systems and used to determine 
beach closures.  Enterococci can 
live and multiply in algae, which if 
washed out to the tidal zones could 
provide artificially high readings.  
By collecting information regarding 
the enterococci levels of algae and 

water and macroalgae, she hopes to 
learn more about these interactions 
and how they could be affecting 
our beaches. Along the way, she 
contributed to many other projects 
ongoing at the Lab including the 
Blind Pass seagrass study and habitat 
mapping in Roosevelt channel.  

In January 2010, Carolyn will 
be moving to Charleston, South 
Carolina to complete an internship 
with the Charleston Dolphin 
Abundance and Distribution Project, 
a division of NOAA.  She is hoping 
to then attend graduate school at 
the College of Charleston to obtain 
her MS in marine biology.  Through 
her internship at the SCCF Marine 
Lab, Carolyn has enjoyed learning 
about a variety of organisms and the 
techniques used to study each.  When 
asked about her experiences she said 
“I learned a lot about the nature of 
science and research by learning how 
to set up experiments and deal with 
unexpected results.  I have learned a 
great deal from all of the scientists at 
the SCCF Marine Lab and am very 
thankful to everyone at SCCF for 
making this a great experience.”

Members attending the December 3rd Annual Meeting heard wonderful examples of the strides in 
stewardship we are making thanks to your financial support.  If you haven’t done so already, please take a 
moment to make a tax-deductible gift to our Annual Fund Drive (AFD).  We hope all members will be at 
least as generous as they were last year.  It’s the surest way for us to navigate this challenging economy and 
reach our AFD goal of $750,000.  That goal, representing $300 per member, is vitally needed to fund our 
ongoing activities.  Won’t you considering helping? 

We want you to know as much as possible about the good work you are supporting.  If you’re interested 
in learning more about our activities, and why your financial support is so important to our conservation 
efforts, please call Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 to schedule a good time to stop by.  Cheryl can also resend 
a contribution envelope if you no longer have the one sent with the Annual Report.

We’re hoping to hear from you!
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Policy -- Continued from Page 2

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF January 2010 Program Schedule

A Sweet trip to ClewiSton

Tour the sugar fields and observe the harvest and cane 
processing during this day trip.  Arranging their own 
transportation, people are asked to meet in Clewiston 
near the Chamber of Commerce at 9:30 a.m.  Meet Mary 
Ann Martin at Martin’s Marina to learn about the lake 
she cherishes.  The trip will be on Wednesday, February 
17; this trip requires 10 days advanced reservations, so 
call before February 5 for reservations and information. 
$50/pp.  Closed shoes are a must.  People will head back 
to the island about 4 p.m.  Payment at time of registration 
is required.  Call Kristie at 472-2329, extension 203 for all 
the details.

BeACh wAlk And tAlk

The treasures found while walking sandy beaches offer us 
a glimpse of the estuary and Gulf of Mexico that surround 
Sanibel and Captiva.  Shell egg cases, crab exoskeletons, 
turtle grass, mangrove propagules all tell stories of tides, 
winds, and currents.  Come for a guided “Beach Walk and 
Talk” starting at the SCCF touch tank and then car pool on 
to the beach on Thursdays, January 21 and 28  at 10 a.m.  
Cost of the program is $5 for adults with SCCF members 
and children free. Beach parking cost is not included.

Butterfly houSe tourS 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  The house is also open to visitors without a guide.  
Tuesdays at 10 a.m., $1 donation.

progrAmS At A glAnCe

Week of January 3 -- Monarchs & Other Butterflies 
of Sanibel, Policy Matters, Turtle Tracks

Week of January 10 -- Human Uses of Florida Native 
Plants, Looking For Owls, Stars Over Sanibel, Turtle 
Tracks

Week of January 17 -- Beach Walk, Monarchs & 
Other Butterflies of Sanibel, Nile Monitor Lizards, 
Resident Environmental Overiew, Stars Over 
Sanibel, Touch Tank Tales, Turtle Tracks 

Week of January 24 -- Beach Walk, Caloosahatchee 
Oxbow & Riverlore Cruise, Expedition Clewiston, 
Human Uses of Florida Native Plants,  Local Honey 
Bees:  How Are They Doing, Science at Sea Cruise, 
Touch Tank Tales, Turtle Tracks

Coming up in February -- Open House (February 
15); A Sweet Trip to Clewiston (February 17)

Offered Weekly -- Butterfly House Tours, Explore 
Sanibel’s Interior Wetlands (beginning Jan. 11), 
Turtle Tracks

reduce damaging discharges to the Caloosahatchee and 
St Lucie estuaries.  

In attendance to celebrate this momentous event 
were Secretary Ken Salazar U.S. Department of the 
Interior; Terrence (Rock) Salt, Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for the Army for Civil Works; Colonel Al 
Pantano, Commander of Jacksonville District, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers; Michael Sole, Secretary of 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection; 
Eric Buermann, Chairman of the South Florida Water 

Management District Governing Board and Florida 
Representative Mario Diaz-Balart and Lee County 
Commissioner Ray Judah.

In 2008 the project was projected to cost  $200 
million.  However one bright side of the economic 
downturn is the project was able to be contracted for 
less than half that, at $81 million.  The project is funded 
by the Department of the Interior and construction 
will be managed by the Army Corps of Engineers.  It is  
anticipated the project will take four years to build.
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CAlooSAhAtChee oxBow & riverlore CruiSe

Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosahatchee 
on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy Director Rae 
Ann Wessel, a long-time river advocate.  Rae Ann is a river 
researcher, aquatic ecologist and historian.  Follow the river 
back to a time when a waterfall served as the headwaters of 
the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved living amongst the 
wilderness.  Sunday, January 24 and February 14 from 1 - 
3:30 p.m.  Meet at Franklin Lock & Dam on the public use 
area off SR 80.  Space is limited. Reservations required.  $40 
per person.  For more info call 472-2329

 dolphin And wildlife Adventure CruiSeS

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound; 
departs McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/
children.  Reservations required, call 472-5300.

expedition ClewiSton

The trip begins with a tour of the Clewiston Museum to 
learn about Fossils, Indians and the history of Clewiston 
on the evening of Monday, January 25.  An early start on 
Tuesday allows the group to spend more time looking for 
the Fulvous whistling tree duck and other more unusual 
birds of STA-5.  In fact an average of 50 different species 
is spotted in this Stormwater Treatment Area freshwater 
marsh.  Consider the quaint Clewiston Inn for your stay, 
but hotel arrangements and transportation are entirely 
your own.  Monday, January 25 through Tuesday, January 
26.  Cost for the program is $50 per person with a limit of 25 
people; payment at time of registration required.  Call Kristie 
at 472-2329, extension 203 for all the details.

explore SAniBel’S interior wetlAndS

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it seill has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  This Everglades-like 
ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants and animals.  
Join us for a guided walk through the interior wetlands 
and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract with discussion 
of native habitats, natural and cultural history and pres-
ervation efforts.  Offered beginning January 11.  Monday 

- Friday at 11 a.m. and also on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
2 p.m.  Meet at the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  
$5 for non-members; free to members and children.

humAn uSeS of floridA nAtive plAntS

Did you know that Henry Ford stuffed the seats of his cars 
with the air plant, Spanish moss, or that Thomas Edison 
used the giant native Seaside Goldenrod for electrical con-
ductivity experiments?  Calusa fishermen of the past used 
the poisonous saponins in certain native plants to harvest 
their fish.  Hear stories like these when you attend the  
“Human Uses of Florida’s Native Plants” program.  Offered 
Tuesdays, January 12 and 26 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF audi-
torium. Tour the Ethnobotany Garden following the program.  
Cost is $5  with members and children free.

loCAl honey BeeS... how Are they doing?
Seems everyone has heard that honeybees are in trouble…
but what is happening with our local bees.  Have the Af-
ricanized honeybees made it into our local hives?  On Fri-
day, January 29 at 10 am, local author and entomologist, 
Tom Allen, will update us on what is happening with local 
bee populations.  Tom has collaborated on this program 
with local “Bee Alert” beekeeper, Keith Council who has 
hives on island but also traps and removes bee colonies 
without killing them.  Friday, January 29 at 10 a.m.  The 

cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members and chil-
dren attending for free.  Reservations not required.

looking for owlS

The nesting season for Great 
Horned, Barn, and Screech Owls 
of the islands has begun.  The 
Great Horned Owl does not make 
its’ own nest but uses one built by 
an osprey, hawk, or eagle.  The 
Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeck-
ers or nest boxes.  There is a nest 
box on the side of the SCCF na-
ture center where Barn owls have 

nested off and on since 1980.. will they return this year?  
Island Screech owls are in the courting phase with males 

SCCF January 2010 Program Schedule -- Pg. 2
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guarding territory and calling to females.   On Friday, 
January 15 at 10 a.m. you are invited to SCCF to learn 
more about the “Owls of Sanibel and Captiva.”  The cost 
of the program is $5 with SCCF members and children 
attending for free.

Be A hAndS-on mArine BiologiSt

See what it’s like to be a Marine Biologist as we haul up a 
crab trap, learn about commercial fishing techniques and 
discover why the waters surrounding Sanibel and Captiva 
are an important habitat for the fish, crabs and dolphins 
that we encounter while on the water.  Help gauge the 
health of our Back Bay Ecosystem through this hands-on 
voyage and scientific inquiry suitable and fun for all ages.  
Captiva Cruises will begin offering this weekly Science 
at Sea Cruise beginning in January.  This 1-1/2 hour trip 
is $35/adult, $20/child.  Call for times and reservations, 
472-5300.

monArChS And other ButterflieS of SAniBel

Monarch butterflies migrate to Mexico every winter, stop-
ping off in Florida on the way.  In contrast, Zebra Long-
wing butterflies only fly around the block and back.  At 
this program learn about the life cycle of these and other 
native butterflies including the plants they need to sur-
vive.  Take a tour of the butterfly house after the program.  
Tuesdays, January 5 and 19 at 10 a.m.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for nonmembers.

nile monitor lizArdS

Following documented sightings of a Nile monitor lizard 
on Sanibel, the city of Sanibel implemented the Exotic 
Lizard Management Program in 2007 to protect bird, go-

pher tortoise, and sea turtle nests.  In 2008 a seven foot 
Nile monitor lizard was found dead floating in a Sanibel 
lake. SCCF herpetologist, Chris Lechowicz, performed a 
necropsy on the lizard which thankfully was a male, the 
cause of death was not determined.  There have been no 
other documented sightings of this invasive lizard on is-
land, but according to best guess estimates, the popula-
tion of this swimming, tree climbing, egg and bird eating 
lizard in Cape Coral could be 2,200 individuals plus!
On Friday, January 22 at 10am Conny Spurfeld will pres-
ent herself as the lead in a German documentary (in Eng-
lish) about Nile monitor lizards which was filmed in Cape 
Coral and the lizard’s native Africa.  Conny is presently 
an intern at Ding Darling but previously worked with the 
Cape Coral Nile Monitor eradication program.
The program will be at 10am on Friday, January 22 in the 
SCCF auditorium.  Cost is $5 with SCCF members and 
children attending for free.

poliCy mAtterS:  poliCy At SCCf
formerly firSt mondAyS, now on wedneSdAyS

Natural Resource Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel contin-
ues her series of monthly presentations on current policy 
issues.  These interactive presentations focus on one area 
but also include an a overview of the events of the past and 
upcoming months.  The talks are informal, with plenty of 
time for Q&A.  Wednesday, January 6 at 10 a.m. in the 
auditorium.  Free.

reSident environmentAl overview

The group assembles at the Nature Center of the Conser-
vation Foundation a talk on nature of the islands, geology 
and the human history of the islands.  Then drive up to 
Captiva and board one of Captiva Cruises boats, where the 
group will learn about the estuary and its crucial ties to 
the Caloosahatchee and Gulf of Mexico.  Program starts at 
SCCF at 1:30 p.m. and ends on Captiva at 5:30.  Program 
is available Tuesday, January 19. Call for reservations as space 
is limited. There is no cost for residents. Visitors are welcomed 
for a cost of $25 per person.  Please call 472-2329.

on your own At the nAture Center

Butterfly houSe 
Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.

humAn uSeS of floridA nAtive plAntS

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.  

wAlking trAilS & oBServAtion tower

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.

Right:  1944 aerial showing Sanibel’s interior ridges and 
swales.  You’ll learn about the geology of the islands at the 
Resident Environmental Overview.
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SCCF Open House February 15 
Save the date and come celebrate everything SCCF has to offer!
New this year, we’ve arranged for a special bus tour to two of our preserves:  Johnston and Periwinkle.  There 

will be a short walk through the Preserves and you can learn about the acquisition history, ongoing restoration and 
wildlife.  

The tours will leave the Nature Center at 9:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. and will run about an hour-and-a-half.  Space is 
limited for the tour, please sign up early. 

There will be lots to see and do at the Nature Center plus our island-famous hot dogs.  And don’t forget to start 
practicing for the annual Nature Sounds Contest.  

Questions and sign up contact Davita Moyer at 472-2329 or dmoyer@sccf.org. 

SCCF January 2010 Program Schedule -- Pg. 4
SCienCe At SeA CruiSe

In CooperatIon wIth CaptIva CruIses
This is a hands-on water quality monitoring trip suitable 
for all ages.  We will use scientific equipment to measure 
the salinity, temperature, dissolved oxygen and clarity of 
the water in Pine Island Sound.  As we haul up crab traps 
we will talk about commercial fishing techniques, some 
of the inhabitants of the waters surrounding Sanibel and 
Captiva and discuss the concept of “biological indicators.”  
This trip is an excellent way to learn about the impacts to 
water quality.  You can see how marine biologists measure 
the health of our Back Bay Estuary Ecosystem by taking 
part in actual scientific research.  This special SCCF two-
hour version of Captiva Cruises’ new weekly Science at 
Sea cruise will be offered on Thursday, January 28 from 
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.  Cost is $45 per person.  Reservations  
required, space is limited.  Call 472-5300.

StArS over SAniBel

Indulge your natural curiosity about the mysteries of the 
universe.  Richard Finkel leads this discussion of constella-
tions, our solar system, and distant stars within the Milky 
Way galaxy.  The program lasts about 1-1/2 hours on a 
clear night; on cloudy nights, a night sky DVD may be 
shown.  Wednesday, January 13 and 20.  Call for times.  Meet 
on the Nature Center porch, proceed to trails.  Space is 
limited so reservations are required.  Call 472-2329 for 
reservations and more info.  $5  person donation to SCCF 
Environmental Education Fund.

touCh tAnk tAleS

One of the favorite places for visitors and grandkids at 
the  Nature Center is the touch tank which now includes 
aquariums that are home to a stone , blue, and a “yet to 
be identified” swimming crab with purple legs.  The her-
mit crabs and spider crabs in the touch tank keep things 
lively especially at feeding time.  The Tulip and Lightning 
Whelk are always hungry for fighting conchs or kings 
crowns.  The sea urchins move faster than you would 
think possible when new algae or sea grass is added for 
their dining pleasure.  Yes the food chain is working well 
in the SCCF touch tank.  Learn about the estuary, sea 
grasses, water quality, and SCCF’s commitment to pro-
tecting our marine environment.  Please attend “Touch 
Tank Tales” on Wednesdays, January 20 and 27 at 1 p.m. at 
the Nature Center. Call 472-2329 for more information.

turtle trACkS

Sanibel Island has one of the first sea turtle monitoring pro-
grams in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and habits of 
the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our beaches, SCCF’s 
monitoring activities, and what we are doing to protect them.  

Meet at the Nature Center 
for a talk and touch tank 
program.  You will also 
learn about the forces that 
shape the beach habitat 
and other local marine life.  
Thursdays at 9 a.m. Meet at 
the Nature Center.  Free to 
members and children, $5 
for non-members.

1944 aerial of Sanibel.  Learn more at the Jan. 19 REO.

Spider crab
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails          • Education Center          • Nature Shop & Bookstore
 $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

The Sanibel-Captiva Conservation 
Foundation is dedicated to preserving 
natural resources and wildlife habitat 
on and around Sanibel and Captiva 
islands through:   
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•	 Landscaping	for	Wildlife
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			
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U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 22

SANIBEL, FL

Printed on 
Recycled Paper

January 2010 Member Update



Page 1

In Awe of the Crocodile and Her People

March 2010

By Dee Serage-Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

Toasting the Crocodile with Gatorade. 
(Photo courtesy Jeff Lysiak, Island Report-
er.)  Below:  Dee addressing the crowd, 
with the life-size photo (courtesy of Denny 
Souers) standing in the background.

On Tuesday, January 26, our one 
and only crocodile was found dead 
on East River trail on the Sanibel 
River at SCCF.  In her 25 years plus 
on Sanibel, she helped define our 
community as one dedicated to living 
with wildlife, even the big beautiful 
scary ones. The community overcame 
fears and put up with inconveniences 
as this fascinating endangered reptile 
basked and nested in their neighbor-
hoods and back yards.  The residents 
of Gulf Pines, Gulf Shores, Sanibel 
Bayous, Chateaux Sur Mer, and the 
homes along the Rabbit Road lakes 
have all watched over her through the 
years.  This last summer, the city of 
Sanibel and our police force erected a 
fence to protect her nest from people 
walking near. The realtor with the 

“open house” next door worried who 
would buy a house with a croc.  This 
neighborhood watched in awe as she 
fought with alligators and won.  

“Croc Sitters” protected her for 
years from all those humans that 
crowded around her in the Refuge 
and worried she would get hit by a 
car crossing San-Cap Road when she 
left the Refuge.  She moved freely 
through the island using the Sani-
bel River as her highway, navigating 
to the next deep water lake with the 
most fish, until she came to rest on 
the preserved lands of the Sanibel-
Captiva Conservation Foundation.  
To have been the one who found her 
is bittersweet. 

Continued on Page 2
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Crocodile -- Continued from Page 1
We have Sanibel stories that tell of the wonder of ani-

mals that seek out the ones who protect them.  For years 
the croc rested nightly during nesting season at the end 
of the driveway of the two people who loved her being 
there.  When SCCF placed nesting boxes to bring barn 
owls back to the island, the only place they nested were 
at CROW, SCCF, the Refuge, and the home of the indi-
vidual who began the program.  How do they know?  

Where else but Sanibel and Captiva would these sto-
ries be told?  It is what continues to make us unique as a 
community.  We work hard to keep the wild ones safe.  So 
we feel blessed at SCCF to be the final resting place of this 
gorgeous creature and will mark her spot in commemora-
tion.  She made us all more human.

NOTE:  On Thursday, February 4, islanders gathered on the SCCF porch to remember and honor our community’s 
crocodile.  Among those who spoke were J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge Manager Paul Tritaik, Bird 
Westall and Janie Howland.  A Gatorade toast to the crocodile was given, Janie Howland brought a DVD of the 
croc in her yard.  Those who wished signed a life-size photo of the crocodile, which will be laminated and mounted 
in SCCF’s Nature Center.

A Crocodile Encore
On Wednesday, March 10 at 10 a.m. there will be an encore viewing of “The Crocodile…a home video” which 

was played at the Crocodile Memorial.  Janie Howland lived and videoed the comings and goings of La Crocodile as 
she moved up and down her driveway.  For years the Croc nested in her neighborhood and could be found guarding 
her nest, waiting for eggs to hatch.  Come and get up close with a woman and a crocodile.  Now that is definitely 
“Living with Wildlife!”  We will be taking orders for copies of the video, with an introduction and narration added, 
that will be for sale through SCCF.  Crocodile prints by George Graham and Myra Roberts will be available.

Calling All Tennis Players
Don’t miss SCCF’s 18th Annual Tennis Tournament at The Dunes on 

March 13-14!  The format is doubles team competition with first round 
consolation and winners advance to finals; the categories are Men’s, Women’s 
and Mixed Doubles.  The opening reception will be at SCCF on Friday, 
March 12.  Continental Breakfast for players will be available Saturday and 
Sunday, along with lunch on Saturday and Sunday.  The deadline for entries 
is Wednesday, March 11.  

For more tournament info, contact Louis Vosloo or Diane Limeri at The 
Dune, 472-3522.  If you would like to be a sponsor, please give Marti Bryant 
a call at 472-2329.  Hope to see you there!
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Our Annual Fund Drive Needs You!

$325K

$750K
This is the time of the year we start to get very nervous about reaching our $750,000 

Annual Fund Drive goal.  That contribution from our members is essential to “keeping 
the lights on” through June 30.  If you have not done so already, please make a gift of at 
least the same amount you generously gave last year.

The staff does their part by aggressively finding grant monies to support our work, but 
we can’t cover all our operating expenses without your help. Please use the reply envelope 
we have mailed you or call Marti Bryant at 472-2329 to request a new one.

SCCF partnered with the City 
of Sanibel and Sanibel-Captiva 
Audubon to participate in the Flor-
ida Shorebird Alliance’s 2010 Winter 
Shorebird Survey in early February.  
In all, 25 people surveyed the beaches, 
J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wild-
life Refuge and the mudflats north of 
Blind Pass counting 46 different spe-
cies and a total of 4,445 birds.  

Of particular note were the 492 Red 
Knots (11 of them banded), 11 Snowy 
Plovers (6 of them banded), and 5 Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls spotted during the 
survey.  These data will be combined 
with other observations from around 
Florida and Georgia to help researchers 
and planners to better conserve and pro-
tect these birds’ winter habitats. 

The winter shorebird survey 

was a great warm up to the Snowy 
Plover nesting season.  Nesting sea-
son began in mid-February and will 
continue until mid-August.  This 
year we have hired two technicians 
and two interns to assist with sur-
veying the beaches for nests, mark-
ing the nests, and monitoring nests 
and hatchlings.  The seasonal staff 
will also sample beach invertebrates, 
which provide food for Snowy Plo-
vers and other shorebirds, as well as 
assist with banding adult Snowy Plo-
vers for identification purposes.  

There are high hopes for the 
2010 nesting season.  Last year there 
were at least eight pairs of Snowy Plo-
vers, the highest number since 2004.  
Those pairs laid a total of fifteen nests, 
eleven of which hatched, producing 

34 chicks.  Out of those 34, thirteen 
survived to fledge.  This is the high-
est number of chicks fledged on the 
island since 2004.  As you walk the 
beaches this spring and summer, keep 
your eye out, you might just see an 
adult plover with its brood of chicks 
racing around the beach.   

Wildlife Habitat Management:  Winter Shorebird Survey
By Amanda Bryant, Biologist and Sea Turtle Coordinator

Banded Red Knots seen on the survey. 
Photo by Sam Huntington.

On February 19, WHM Director Brad Smith led the Friday Birding in the Preserves group on a tour of the 
West Sanibel River Preserve. The 133-acre preserve was cleared of invasive non-native vegetation in 2006 and 
is now in a state of recovery following the disturbance.  Along with clearing, several miles of ditches were filled 
and ponds were created for wading bird and alligator habitat.  Several interesting birds have been seen since the 
restoration work began including a Snow Goose, Short-tailed Hawk, and a pair of Bald Eagles have nested on 
the Preserve since 2005. 

On March 12, Brad will lead a second Birding in the Preserves tour, this time in the Bob Wigley Preserve on 
Casa Ybel Road.  In addition to seeing the birds, join us to hear about our restoration and management efforts on 
the 1800+ acres owned by SCCF. 
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By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Natural Resource Policy
Battle Over Fair Share of Water for the Caloosahatchee

For the past several months, 
SCCF policy staff has been urging 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and South Florida Water Manage-
ment District (SFWMD) to release 
water from Lake Okeechobee to the 
Caloosahatchee.  Beginning Satur-
day, February 13 the Army Corps 
initiated a 14-day pulse release de-
signed to deliver an average of 650 
cubic feet per second (cfs) to the es-
tuary at the Franklin Lock & Dam 
(S79) to help reduce damaging sa-
linities in the upper estuary.  The 
unique 14-day pulse is designed 
with two peak discharges to simu-
late natural rainfall events.  We ap-
preciate the agencies’ willingness to 
experiment with releases to improve 
conditions for tape grass.  Local con-
ditions and the effects of the releases 
are reviewed with the agencies on a 
weekly science call. 

For those of you who suffered 
through the great lake discharges of 
2004–2005 it may seem counterin-
tuitive that we would ask for water to 
be discharged out of Lake O into the 
Caloosahatchee.  In fact, I am spend-
ing a great deal of my time these days 
with decision makers, water manag-
ers and local stakeholders explaining 
why the Caloosahatchee needs water 
from Lake Okeechobee.  

Past alterations to the Caloosa-
hatchee created the challenges we face 
in managing water today.  The 1950-
1960s dredging of the river to 25 feet 
deep eliminated the freshwater springs 
and seepage flows that fed the river 
year-round.  The loss of the springs 
and increased tidal volume caused 
saltwater intrusion in farms upriver.  
To combat saltwater intrusion, the 
Franklin Lock (S79) was built in Olga 
to create a freshwater pool.  However 

Figure 1. In the 1990s lush tape grass beds flourished along an 18 km stretch of 
river encompassing hundreds of acres (red line).  Today there are no beds of tape 
grass left, only scattered sprigs of individual plants that struggle to survive at Beau-
tiful Island near the railroad bridge (blue line).

Grass beds in 1990s
Sparse grass now

the placement of the structure cut off 
the upper 12 miles of the natural tidal 
estuary, severely truncating the length 
of the estuary mixing zone. 

Growth in the watershed has 
compounded the problem.  Impacts 
to wetlands and increased ground-
water pumping have redirected water 
that used to flow toward the river.  As 
a result of these changes there is not 
enough freshwater flow in the dry sea-
son and during droughts to recreate 
the estuary mixing zone downstream 
of the Franklin Lock.  Without this 
mixing zone salinities get too high 
between Fort Myers and the Lock 
for the freshwater tape grass to sur-
vive.  Lack of flow during these criti-
cal months also leads to stagnation of 
the pooled system and algal blooms 
in the dry season.    

The typical salinity pattern 
shown in the graph in Figure 2 results 
in the loss of growth and productiv-
ity of the grass for three of the four 
months (March – June) of maximum 
growth and reproduction, resulting 
in a loss of grass for that year.  Provid-
ing the flows needed throughout the 
dry season represents an insignificant 
amount of water off the lake, less than 
half a foot.  Yet flows to the Caloosa-
hatchee have been repeatedly cut off 
even when the estuary is experiencing 
harm and without imposing water re-
strictions on other users.  

Since 2000 decisions on where, 
when and how to distribute water 
have obliterated a once extensive tape 
grass community that is critical to 
the life stages of a number of marine 
and estuarine organisms.  These or-
ganisms rely on the grass habitat for 
protection, feeding and cover for fry 
and juvenile stages of fish, shrimp, 
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How Well Do You Know Your SCCF?

Erick has developed a wonderful presentation showcasing the wide 
range of conservation initiatives being pursued daily by the SCCF staff. If 
you would like to join us for a screening, please call 472-2329 to schedule 
a time to visit.

Policy-- Continued from left
blue crab and shellfish that are im-
portant in the seafood industry and 
recreation and tourism economy of 
Southwest Florida.    

We understand the need to bal-
ance the demands of all users.  Un-
fortunately in the past the Caloo-
sahatchee estuary has not received 
the same consideration:  during wet 
conditions excess water, unwanted by 
the other users, is dumped on the Ca-
loosahatchee while during droughts 
the Caloosahatchee flows are cut off.  
These practices have resulted in docu-
mented harm in the loss of hundreds 
of acres of tape grass habitat and the 
ecosystem benefits that accrue from a 
healthy grass habitat.  

For the past several months we 
have been working on three important 
initiatives that will affect the availabil-
ity, timing, volume and quality of wa-
ter in the Caloosahatchee:  Adaptive 

Protocols for Lake Okeechobee Op-
erations; Water Reservation for the 
Caloosahatchee; and Consumptive 
Use Permitting in the Lake Okeecho-
bee Service Area, LOSA.  

We continue to work to ensure 

that the Caloosahatchee and estuary 
have a voice in how water is allocated 
and to press for public water to be used 
to support and sustain critical public 
resources.  Unlike other users, the es-
tuary has no back-up water supply.  

Figure 2. The typical, annual pattern of salinity shift is shown in the SCCF RE-
CON graph of Caloosahatchee salinity readings at Fort Myers (green line).   Be-
ginning in October each year salinity levels sharply increase and generally remain 
outside of the salinity range needed to support growth of tape grass, Vallisneria 
(purple box) from November through May.  

April 22, 1970?

We have received a few “where were 
you” on April 22, 1970. This is a 1970 
Earth day button from Syracuse. Get 
your stories in to kanders@sccf.org. We 
want to share them with others.

Please Help SCCF Save $$
Receiving your Member Update by 

e-mail (in 4-color) instead of by mail 
saves us printing and postage costs.  If 
you’d like to make the switch, please 
give us a call at 472-2329.  Thanks!
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Marine Laboratory News

Hands Across the Sand on February 13, 2010

The State is considering allowing drilling within 3-10 
miles of the coast. For reference, the Sanibel Causeway is 
three miles long. 

Offshore oil drilling is of particular concern to those of 
us that work closely with coastal ecosystems.  Any accident 
that occurs in Florida’s waters would be devastating to sea 
turtles, shorebirds, mangroves and many other species. 

SCCF organized groups on Sanibel and Captiva at the 
Andy Rosse Lane beach access) on February 13.  Around 
the state, people joined Hands Across the Sand against 
offshore oil drilling between 1:30 and 1:45 p.m.

About 50 people joined in unity on Sanibel’s Bowman’s 
Beach. Eleven on Captiva included among others, mem-
bers of SCCF’s board, Captiva Erosion Prevention District, 

By Kristie Anders, Environmental Educator and Amanda Bryant, Biologist and Sea Turtle Coordinator

Lab Receives ORV Designation
By Jeff Siwicke, Research Assistant

The Marine Lab has recently been 
given an “Oceanic Research Vessel” 
(ORV) designation from the United 
States Coast Guard (USCG) for four 
of our vessels to be used exclusively 
for scientific research.  This designa-
tion will allow us to be compliant for 
liability, more competitive in obtain-
ing grants and attracting visiting sci-
entists to our lab.  

Our ‘fleet’ of research vessels in-
cludes our 22’ Panga, 23’ Carolina 
Skiff, 20’ Boston Whaler, and our 
16’ Creek Craft.  To obtain the des-
ignation, we provided the USCG in-
formation including a detailed Lab 
boating policy, copies of staff safe 
boating certificates, maintenance 
records, float plans, hold-harmless 
agreements, log books and registra-
tions.  In granting this designation, 
the Coast Guard stresses the safety 

aspects of all that we do in giving us 
this designation which must be re-
newed every two years.  Prior to this 
designation, USCG regulations pro-
hibited the Lab from taking out any 
researchers “for hire,” meaning we 
could not charge usage fees for our 
vessels.  We are now able to charge 
grants or visiting researchers for the 
use of our vessels to recoup the costs 
of fuel, maintenance, and general boat 
wear and tear.  This will help the Lab 
cover the costs of repairs, upkeep and 
ultimately vessel replacement.  SCCF 
has called on the help of the USCG 
in the past for use of their pilings on 
which some of our RECON sensors 
are mounted.  The local USCG Aux-
iliary has assisted as well in slowing 
vessels during servicing.

Clam Bayou Oyster Restoration
By Sabrina Lartz, Research Assistant

The restoration project for Clam 

Bayou is in full swing!  Every Tues-
day in February, staff from the SCCF 
Marine Lab has gone to Bowman’s 
Beach to bag fossil shell with volun-
teers from the public, various orga-
nizations, school and college groups.  
Our success thus far has been impres-
sive to say the least. 

On February 8 we held a special 
event for a group from the Sanibel 
Sea School, led by Bruce Neill and 
Leah Biery, who brought them all 

Joining Hands Across the Sand to protest offshore oil drilling.  Above left:  on North Captiva; Above center:  on Captiva; 
Above right:  on Bowman’s Beach on Sanibel. 
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Captiva Community Panel and a couple that drove all the 
way from St. Petersburg!

Over 30 Upper Captiva residents braved the cold and 
25 knot winds to show their opposition to oil drilling. 
Not a bad turn out for an island that boasts just over 100 
residents during the winter season.” 

All totaled, that’s about 24 miles of shoreline repre-
sented in the three pictures.

This is about protecting Florida’s strongest economic 

engine -- tourism. It is about protecting valuable prop-
erty. It is about protecting our shoreline. It is about our 
way of life. It is not only the drilling and potential of 
spills. It is about putting a greater burden on an already 
over burdened infrastructure. It is about pipelines, ships, 
refineries and for us, being in the downstream currents 
from Pensacola south. The longshore and loop currents 
both push the Gulf of Mexico waters from the Panhan-
dle toward our coast.

the way from North Ft. Myers. There were only 18 vol-
unteers, but they pushed for an impressive 180 bags in 
an hour and a half.  

The South Fort Myers High School AP Biology class, 
led by Steven Wilke, pushed for an astonishing 472 bags 
of shell and were our fourth smallest group.  On Febru-
ary 16, 26 volunteers were feeling competitive and beat 
the biology students’ high score by doing 566 bags of 
oyster shell!  Congratulations everyone!!  We could not 
do it without you.  

As of February 16, our volunteers have collectively 
done 2,372 bags of shell in 16.5 hours of bagging events.  

We will continue to keep 
you up to date on the latest 
habitat forming news.  

Throughout the month 
of March, SCCF will con-
tinue to hold oyster restora-
tion activities every Tuesday 
from 9 a.m. - noon at Bow-
man’s Beach.  Participants 
interested in bagging shell 
and moving it to our stag-
ing area should call Sabrina 
Lartz at the Marine Lab (239) 395-4617 or email her at 
slartz@sccf.org.  

 On March 21, the Marine Lab will have an informa-
tional and volunteer event sign-up table at the “Evening 
Under the Sea” night at the Cape Coral Yacht Club.  It 
begins at 4 p.m. and is a family oriented event.  We 
encourage you to go for games and activities the entire 
family can enjoy!

Lab-- Continued from left

You Can Help!
The Lab will be bagging fossil oyster shell every 

Tuesday in March  from 9 a.m. to noon.  If you’re 
interested in helping, please give Sabrina Lartz at the Lab 
a call at 395-4617 or e-mail her at slartz@sccf.org.

Above: South Fort Myers High 
School students.  Left: Allison 
Mallay shoveling shell.  
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Beach Walk and Talk

The treasures found while walking sandy beaches offer us 
a glimpse of the estuary and Gulf of Mexico that surround 
Sanibel and Captiva.  Shell egg cases, crab exoskeletons, 
turtle grass or sea turtle bones all tell stories of tides, winds, 
and currents.  Come for a guided “Beach Walk and Talk” 
starting at the SCCF touch tank and then carpool to the 
beach at the historic Island Inn.  Thursday, March 4, 11 and 
18 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 for adults with SCCF 
members and children free.

Big “O” Birding FesTival

The Big “O” Birding Festival is a remarkable celebration 
of the birding opportunities in the Lake O area.  Hike and 
bird the L.O.S.T. (the trail around the rim of the lake); 
take one of many guided and self-guided tours of STA-5 
(with fantastic birding), Big Cypress Seminole Reserva-
tion and other sites in two counties.  There are speakers, 
birding by swamp buggy, an evening owl hoot, photogra-
phy workshops and lots more.  Thursday, March 25 - Sun-
day, March 28 in Clewston.  Visit www.bigobirdingfestival.
com for more info.

Birding aT The Preserves

Join experienced birders on Friday morning outings to 
preserves owned and managed 
by SCCF.  Both new and ex-
perienced birders will enjoy a 
variety of birds in a diversity 
of wildlife habitats.  Botany 
enthusiasts are also welcome 
to help identify plants along 
the trails.  All walks begin at 8 
a.m, but the locations do vary.  
Walks are free for members 
and non-members.  February 
schedule:
 March 5 at Periwinkle Preserve
 March 12 at Bob Wigley Preserve 
  with Brad Smith as guide
 March 19 at SCCF/Center Tract
 March 26 at SCCF/Center Tract
Periwinkle Preserve:  Meet in the Sanibel Community 
Church parking lot across the street -- short walk to trail.
Bob Wigley Preserve:  Located on Casa Ybel.  Meet in the 
Bank of the Islands parking lot.  Approximately 1/4 mile 
walk from parking lot to preserve.
SCCF/Center Tract:  Located at SCCF’s Nature Center on 
Sanibel-Captiva Road, one mile west of Tarpon Bay Road.

BOBcaT Tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus .  While other wild feline species are in 
trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most of their 

North American range.  No one 
knows how many bobcats there 
are on Sanibel and Captiva 
but according to the book this 
adaptable feline’s ability to sur-
vive close to humans is one of 
the reasons for the bobcat’s suc-
cess.  Rats and mice can make 
up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
To learn more about the biol-
ogy and society of this shy feline 
that moves so peacefully among 
us, you are invited to attend 

“Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, March 3 and 24 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

BuTTerFly hOuse TOurs 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  The house is also open to visitors without a guide.  
Tuesdays at 10 a.m., $1 donation.

calOOsahaTchee OxBOW & riverlOre cruise

Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosa-
hatchee on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy 
Director Rae Ann Wessel, a long-time river advocate.  Rae 
Ann is a river researcher, aquatic ecologist and historian.  
Follow the river back to a time when a waterfall served as 
the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved 
living amongst the wilderness.  Sunday, March 14 from 1 - 
3:30 p.m.  Meet at Franklin Lock & Dam on the public use 
area off SR 80.  Space is limited. Reservations required.  $40 
per person.  For more info call 472-2329

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) 
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF March 2010 Program Schedule
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ThOse craBBy island crusTaceans

Island decapods can be found above the water in trees, 
on the beach, and under water of course.   Some hide in 

burrows, some migrate, and one 
eats oysters.  They all are able to 
regenerate their limbs.  Come and 
learn more about the life cycles of 
island crabs.  The feeding of the 
live crabs will follow the program.  
This Fridays at SCCF talk will be 
on Friday, March 19 at 10 a.m. in 

the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.  

a crOcOdile encOre

On Wednesday, March 10 at 10 am will be an encore 
viewing of “The Crocodile…a home video” which was 
played at the Crocodile Memorial.  Janie Howland lived 
and videoed the comings and goings of Le Crocodile as 
she moved up and down her driveway.  For years the Croc 
nested in her neighborhood and could be found guard-
ing her nest, waiting for eggs to hatch.  Come and get up 
close with a woman and a crocodile.  Now that is defi-
nitely “Living with Wildlife”.  We will be taking orders 
for copies of the video with an introduction and narration 
added that will be for sale through SCCF.

 dOlPhin and WildliFe advenTure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound; 
departs McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/
children.  Reservations required, call 472-5300.

Fridays aT sccF
Join us at 10 a.m. on Fridays for programs that cover dif-
ferent topics each Friday.  Talks are $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.  The schedule is below; please 
see individual topics for more information.  Nature Cen-
ter auditorium.
March 5 - Underwater with Marine Lab & RECON
March 12 - Horseshoe Crabs
March 19 – Those Crabby Island Crustaceans
March 26 – Snowy Plovers

gaTOr Tales

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. 
Florida’s history of gators and humans are closely inter-
twined. To learn about these fascinating creatures and 
what we must do to ensure our safety and their survival 
on the islands please attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesday, 
March 17 and 31 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center. Call 
472-2329 for more information.

SCCF March 2010 Program Schedule -- Pg. 2

PrOgrams aT a glance

Week of February 28 -- Beach Walk & Talk, Bobcat 
Tales, Resident Environmental Overview, Stars Over 
Sanibel, Underwater with Marine Lab & RECON

Week of March 7 -- Beach Walk & Talk, Crocodile 
Encore, Honeybees, Horseshow Crabs, Kayaking 
(daytime paddle), Stars Over Sanibel, SCCF Tennis 
Tournament

Week of March 14 -- Beach Walk & Talk, 
Caloosahatchee Oxbow Cruise, Crabby Crustaceans, 
Gator Tales, Kayaking (new moon night paddle), 
Otter Tales

Week of March 21 -- Bobcat Tales, Owl Tales,  Snowy 
Plovers

Week of March 28 -- Gator Tales

Offered Weekly -- Birding the Preserves, Butterfly 
House Tours, Fridays at the Center, Human Uses of 
Native Plants, Trail Walks: Explore Sanibel’s Interior 
Wetlands, Turtle Tracks, Weeds and Seeds
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hOney Bees and OTher POllinaTOrs

Seems everyone has heard that honeybees are in trouble…
but what is happening with our local bees.  Have the Afri-
canized honeybees made it into our local hives?  Local au-
thor and entomologist, Tom Allen, will update us on what 
is happening with local bee populations.  Tom will have a 
live demonstration hive with him. .  Tuesday, March 9 at 
10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members 
and children attending for free.  Reservations not required.

hOrseshOe craBs

Come and learn about the importance and life cycle of this 
ancient creature more closely related to spiders than crabs.  
Presenter, Mark Thompson, is research associate from the 

SCCF Marine Lab and 
knows about all things 
Limulus polyphemus.  
Horseshoe crabs can 
live over 20 years and 
you may find a “molt” 
on one of your beach 
walks.  Come and 
learn why the state 
wants you to report 

live sightings of this living fossil whose ancestors go back 
350 thousand years.  This Fridays at SCCF talk will be on 
Friday, March 12 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditori-
um.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free. 

human uses OF FlOrida naTive PlanTs

On Tuesdays at 10 a.m., a volunteer will be in the teaching 
shelter by the Ethnobotany Garden, making baskets from 
native fibers.  Stop by and ask questions and then take a 
self-guided tour the garden.  Did you know that Henry 
Ford stuffed the seats of his cars with the air plant, Spanish 
moss, or that Thomas Edison used the giant native Seaside 
Goldenrod for electrical conductivity experiments?  Calusa 
fishermen of the past used the poisonous saponins in cer-
tain native plants to harvest their fish.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.in 
the Teaching Shelter by the Ethnobotay Garden. 

kayaking in Pine island sOund

Learn about the natural and cultural history of Pine Island 
Sound on this kayaking adventure.  You’ll also learn about 

SCCF Marine Lab research projects and water quality 
studies within our back bay estuary.  Part of the $45/per-
son fee will help fund SCCF Marine Lab programs.  On 
March 15, there will be an evening paddle on the night 
of the New Moon. Space is limited so reservations are re-
quired.   Daytime paddle on Wednesday, March 10 at 9 a.m.  
New Moon Night Paddle on Monday, March 15 at 6 p.m.  
Depart from Captiva Kayak Company located at McCarthy’s Ma-
rina on Captiva.  $45/person plus tax for the daytime paddle; 
$55/person plus tax for the New Moon Night Paddle; reserva-
tions required; please call Captiva Kayak at 395-2925.

OWl Tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its’ own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  There 
is a nest box on the side of the SCCF nature center where 
Barn owls have nested off and on since 1980.. will they 
return this year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting 
phase with males guarding territory and calling to females.   
On Tuesday, March 23 at 10 a.m. you are invited to SCCF 
to learn more about the “Owls of Sanibel and Captiva.”  The 
cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members and children 
attending for free.

OTTer Tales

No one knows how many North American river otters 
live on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some 
say there are fewer since Hurricane 
Charley.  Come and learn about 
this large, aquatically adapted 
member of the weasel family.  River 
otters are strong and graceful swim-
mers that capture the hearts of all 
who see them.  Otter sightings have 
increased recently on SCCF trails.  
Following the program take a walk 
on the trail and view an otter com-
munication sight.  Tuesday, March 

16 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.

SCCF March 2010 Program Schedule -- Pg. 3

On yOur OWn aT The naTure cenTer

BuTTerFly hOuse 
Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.

human uses OF FlOrida naTive PlanTs

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.  

Walking Trails & OBservaTiOn TOWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.
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SCCF March 2010 Program Schedule -- Pg. 4
residenT envirOnmenTal OvervieW

The group assembles at the Nature Center of the Conser-
vation Foundation a talk on nature of the islands, geology 
and the human history of the islands.  Then drive up to 
Captiva and board one of Captiva Cruises boats, where the 
group will learn about the estuary and its crucial ties to 
the Caloosahatchee and Gulf of Mexico.  Program starts at 
SCCF at 1:30 p.m. and ends on Captiva at 5:30.  Program 
is available Monday, March 1. Call for reservations as space is 
limited. There is no cost for residents. Visitors are welcomed for 
a cost of $25 per person.  Please call 472-2329.

science aT sea cruise

Be a Marine Biologist for the Day! This 90-minute trip 
will be a hands-on scientific inquiry and voyage suitable 
and fun for all ages. Crab traps and a plankton net will 
be hauled for a look at some of the components of the 
food chains. Learn by taking part in actual scientific re-
search that will be utilized by SCC F’s Marine Lab.  Kids 
will use compasses for navigational aid and magnifying 
viewers making this a worthwhile and exciting trip for the 
whole family.   This 1-1/2 hour trip is $35/adult, $20/
child.  Call for times and reservations, 472-5300.

snOWy PlOvers 
Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 

around?  Do you simply want 
to know which of the birds on 
the beach actually is a Snowy 
Plover?  Join us March 26 at 10 
am to learn about the biology 
of the Snowy Plover, the threats 
to their survival, and the ongo-
ing SCCF research and conser-
vation efforts on Sanibel and 

around Florida.  This Fridays at SCCF talk will be on Fri-
day, March 26 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  
Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free. 

sTars Over saniBel

Indulge your natural curiosity about the mysteries of the 
universe.  Richard Finkel leads this discussion of constella-
tions, our solar system, and distant stars within the Milky 
Way galaxy.  The program lasts about 1-1/2 hours on a 
clear night; on cloudy nights, a night sky DVD may be 
shown.  Wednesdays, March 3 and 10 at 7:30 p.m.  Meet on 
the Nature Center porch, proceed to trails.  Space is limited 
so reservations are required.  Call 472-2329 for reserva-
tions and more info.  $5  person donation to SCCF Envi-
ronmental Education Fund.

Tennis TOurnamenT

Don’t miss SCCF’s 18th Annual Tennis Tournament at 
The Dunes on March 13-14!  Format is doubles team 
competition with first round consolation and winners ad-

vance to finals. Categories are Men’s, Women’s and Mixed 
Doubles.  Opening Reception at SCCF on Friday, March 
12.  Deadline for entries is Wednesday, March 11.  For 
more info, contact Louis Vosloo or Diane Limeri at The 
Dune, 472-3522.  If you would like to be a sponsor, please 
give Marti Bryant a call at 472-2329.

Trail Walks: exPlOre saniBel’s inTeriOr WeTlands

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it seill has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  This Everglades-like 
ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants and animals.  
Join us for a guided walk through the interior wetlands 
and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract with discus-
sion of native habitats, natural and cultural history and 
preservation efforts.  Monday - Friday at 11 a.m. and also 
on Wednesdays at 2 p.m.  Meet at the Nature Center and 
proceed to the trails.  $5 for non-members; free to members 
and children.

TurTle Tracks

Sanibel Island has one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  You will also learn about 
the forces that shape the beach habitat and other local 
marine life.  Thursdays at 9 a.m. Meet at the Nature Center.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

underWaTer WiTh The marine laB and recOn
Have you ever seen a patch reef or wondered about how 
Marine Lab staff keep 
those RECON sensors 
running?  Come and see 
underwater video taken 
during research trips 
narrated by lab staff, AJ 
Martignette and Jeff Si-
wicke.  Meet the plants 
and animals they have 
encountered while diving  
local waters.  This Fri-
days at SCCF talk will be 
on Friday, March 5 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center 
auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members 
and children free. 
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays Closed

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails          • Education Center          • Nature Shop & Bookstore
 $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			
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Marine Lab Captures Seasonal Seagrass Growth & Sunlight Patterns
SCCF MeMber Update

april 2010

By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Research Scientist

Continued on Page 4

Turtle grass

For many of us, seasons are 
marked by holidays, birthdays, fam-
ily vacations, or other events.  Some 
of us may think about raking leaves, 
shoveling snow, harvesting from our 
gardens or hanging up hurricane 
shutters.  For the diverse marine life 
surrounding our islands, the seasons 
bring other subtle, less noticeable 
changes.  

Despite the mild winters of 
Southwest Florida (except this year...
Brrr!), there are considerable changes 
in the sun angle and day length dur-
ing the winter versus the summer.  
The extreme differences in sunlight 
come at the North and South poles, 
with 24 hours of darkness during the 
winter and 24 hours of daylight dur-
ing the summer.  The other extreme 
is at the equator where the daylength 
never changes.  

Seasonal changes in the amount 
of light reaching the Marine Lab (on 
the roof, specifically) were recorded 
with a Biospherical irradiance sen-
sor, calibrated to measure the amount 
of visible light in air (See top panel, 
Figure).  Plants can harvest only a 
fraction of the entire spectrum of 
energy coming from the sun, so the 
light that is available to plants is often 
isolated from the spectrum, termed 
Photosynthetically Active Radiation 
(PAR). When the sun shines all day, 
the maximum available light is mea-
sured by the sensor.  This results in a 
curve which has a smooth edge at the 
upper range, indicating seasonal pat-
terns of light availability. However, if 
there are clouds, the total amount of 
light is lower and results in the lower 
range being more variable.  

Seagrass growth is considered to 

be limited by available light, as evi-
denced by over 20 years of scientific 
inquiry.  It is expected then that sea-
grass growth (specifically turtlegrass, 
Thalassia testudinum) follow a sea-
sonal growth pattern.  We compared 
PAR measured at our Marine Lab to 
results from a seagrass growth study 
done by the Lab and found an obvi-
ous relationship  between seasonal 
light availability and seagrass growth 
(See lower panel, Figure).

However, there are several ad-
ditional factors to consider.  The 
amount of light recorded was from 
the roof of the Marine Laboratory.  
Seagrasses do not grow there.  Under-
water, the properties of the overlying 

Figure. The amount of light reaching the SCCF Marine Lab and the correspond-
ing pattern of seagrass growth in Pine Island Sound.  Top panel: Photosyntheti-
cally Active Radiation (PAR).   Lower panel: Turtle grass (Thalassia testudinum) 
growth rates measured at four locations in Pine Island Sound
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By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Natural Resource Policy:  2010 Legislative Session

Like a shot from the starting gun at a race, Florida’s  
60-day legislative session started on March 2, 2010.  A 
budget shortfall of $3 billion assures this session will need 
our active participation to maximize conservation oppor-
tunities.  Prior to the start of the session, Policy staff met 
with members of our area’s legislative delegation to share 
our priorities.    

Oil Drilling
We join municipal governments from along the Gulf 

Coast and conservation advocates in opposition to the ex-
pansion of oil drilling off Florida’s coast.  The House has 
begun taking testimony on oil and gas drilling in Florida’s 
nearshore waters for this legislative session.  At this writ-
ing the Senate has not yet taken action on the issue.  Last 
year’s House bill would have delegated the authority on 
drilling to the Governor and Cabinet, removing it from 
the legislative process.  Last year, Representative Aubu-
chon voted against the last-minute proposal in the House 
and Senate President Atwater did not take up the bill in 
the Senate.  This year, based on the position statements 
of a number of our local legislative delegation, there is a 
very real threat that this legislation could pass.  This is an 
election year and our local legislative delegation and the 
legislature at large needs to hear from us on this issue.  

You can find links to more information on our web-
site under policy/oil drilling.  We  also have posted the  
addresses of  our legislative delegates under policy/gov-
ernment contacts.

Water Policy
In order to deal with the plethora of water issues,  

Senate President Atwater tapped senior Senator Lee 
Constantine to chair a new committee to address wa-
ter policy in Florida.  The Senate Select Committee on 
Florida’s Inland Waters will be developing an omnibus 
water bill with a broad scope to address issues of water 

quality, water use and water regulations.
SCCF policy staff testified before this Senate sub-

committee in January, emphasizing issues we believe 
need to be addressed to protect water quality.  They in-
clude fertilizer legislation that does not pre-empt local 
communities from acting in their best judgment to ad-
dress watershed based pollutants such as fertilizer.  Several 
bills are emerging to deal with this issue.

Last year Senator Constantine proposed a no-phos-
phorus rule in the Springs Protection legislation he spon-
sored.  We continue to support this legislation that empha-
sizes protection of the watersheds through no-phosphorus 
fertilizer while also addressing septic system leaching.   

We also support efforts this year to regulate and elimi-
nate the spreading of wastewater residuals from septic and 
wastewater treatment plants.  The disposal of these solids 
in the Lake Okeechobee, St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee wa-
tersheds is being phased out by DEP.  However a proposed 
rule would allow residuals to be packaged and marketed as 
fertilizer.  In addressing the water quality impacts of this 
practice we urge the Legislature to phase out all land dis-
posal of sludge in basins with impaired water bodies.  

Continued on Page 4

August 2009 slick from a spill near Australia.
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(We Hope) the Check’s in the Mail!

$400K

$750K

Wildlife Habitat Management Welcomes Seasonal Staff
By Amanda Bryant, Biologist and Sea Turtle Coordinator

Joel Caouette is joining us for his second term as a 
Snowy Plover technician.  Originally from Cumberland, 
Rhode Island, Joel has a B.S. in Wildlife Conservation 
from the University of Rhode Island.   He is most inter-
ested in waterfowl and shorebirds and hopes to pursue 
graduate school in the near future.

Heather Porter is also joining us for a second season 
working on the Snowy Plover Project.  She served as one 
of our Wildlife Habitat Management Interns in 2008 and 
joins us as a Snowy Plover technician this season.  Heath-
er is originally from Amsterdam, Missouri and attended 
Missouri Western State University.  In addition to Snowy 
Plovers, she is most interested in herpetology. 

Michele Pyteleski is one of our Wildlife Habitat Man-
agement Interns and will be assisting on the Snowy Plover 
project.  She is originally from Rochester Hills, Michigan 

and received a degree in Wildlife Ecology & Management 
from Michigan Tech in 2009.  Her favorite wildlife moment 
is getting to see Oyster Catchers along the shore of Ireland.

Rochelle Hauge is our other Wildlife Habitat Manage-
ment Intern and hails from Woodbury, Minnesota.  She 
earned her Biology degree from University of Michigan 
and hopes to pursue a master’s degree in Environmental 
Science.  Prior to coming to SCCF, Rochelle worked for a 
wildlife rehabilitation clinic with infant and juvenile birds.

Joel Caouette Rochelle HaugeHeather Porter Michele Pyteleski

I can almost hear the clock ticking in my head.  Before you know it, we’ll 
be saying good-bye to our snowbird neighbors and turning on the A/C.  Be-
fore that happens, we sincerely hope all our members will help us reach our 
$750,000 Annual Fund Drive goal.  Your tax-deductible contributions are 
essential to “keeping the lights on” through June 30.  

If you have not done so already, please make a gift of at least the same 
amount you generously gave last year.  We can’t cover all our operating ex-
penses without your help.  

Please use the reply envelope we have mailed you or call Marti Bryant at 
472-2329 to request a new one.

On the Beach with Snowy Plovers
On four Fridays in April, beginning on the 9th, you 

can learn about Snowy Plovers in a program that begins 
at the Nature Center and then moves to the beach so you 
can learn about them in their native habitat and see how 
to spot them.  See Calendar for more info. 
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Policy-- Continued from Page 2
Water use and regulatory changes are the other side 

of the policy equation and a major concern.  Over the 
past year special interests have quietly been working on 
proposed changes to Chapter 373 FS, the statute that 
regulates the water permitting process.  These interests 
are proposing to split water permitting for consumptive 
use from the rest of water management permitting.  This 
would not only be bad policy and duplication of effort 
but would make water supply permitting for the natural 
environment even more complex and convoluted.  

We support water conservation as the lowest cost and 
simplest strategy for protecting Florida’s ground and sur-
face waters.  The development of meaningful and effec-
tive water conservation rules throughout Florida is funda-
mental to sustaining natural resources and providing for 
the state’s future growth. 

Competition for water is already an issue in Florida.  
In our region the Caloosahatchee estuary has to compete 
with private permitted consumptive users for a share of 
the publicly owned  freshwater.  We urge the Legislature 
to reinforce “local sources first” to protect the environ-
mental needs when consumptive use permits are issued.   

We also urge the legislature to revisit Governor Crist’s 
Tax on Bottled Water from last year’s session.  Unlike oth-
er natural resources such as lime rock, oil and gas there is 
no extraction fee levied on bottling companies that bottle 
and profit from the sale of the state’s water resources.  We 
urge the legislature to bring this issue in line with other 
extraction practices.     

Growth Management
 Florida’s growth management agency, the Depart-

ment of Community Affairs (DCA) is up for sunset re-
view this year.  The sunset review is designed to provide 
the legislature an opportunity to periodically review the 
need and effectiveness of agencies within state govern-

ment.  This agency coordinates the comprehensive plan-
ning process to provide seamless linkages between Flori-
da’s 67 counties and provides independent review of the 
state’s largest developments – those with the largest im-
pacts on regional water resource availability, wildlife and 
habitat, and transportation capacity.  We  are asking the 
legislature to:  
• Reenact the agency intact;
• Maintain the budget;
• Prevent bad growth management bills this session.

This agency has borne the brunt of cuts over the past 
six-to-seven years while the legislature has loosened up 
regulations on the largest developments and transporta-
tion concurrency, shifting the burden of growth from the 
project sponsors who profit to the taxpayers who pay the 
bill.  Good growth management is not the problem with 
our economy.  We need a strong growth management 
agency to keep Florida economically viable and to protect 
our precious natural resources. 

As of this writing there is a draft Senate bill to re-
enact DCA but there is as yet no companion House bill.  

Budget
Everglades Funding:  Governor Crist’s budget recommends 
$50 million to continue the restoration of the Everglades, 
Lake Okeechobee, and the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
rivers.  This funding is critical to projects that will impact 
our water quality and supply on the west coast.

Florida Forever Funding:  The Governor’s budget also in-
cludes $5 million that would support issuance of $50 mil-
lion in bonds for Florida’s popular and effective land buying 
program that has protected more than 2.4 million acres of 
land including 5,190 acres of coastline; 300,000 acres of for-
est land; and 53,600 acres of springs and their watersheds.

Lab -- Continued from Page 1
water column scatter and absorb light, thus dictating the 
actual amount of light available.  Surface water runoff 
and discharges of polluted water make the water more 
turbid and can be harmful to seagrasses.  Seagrass growth 
is also a function of the amount of “epiphytes” growing 
on the leaves, self-shading (when leaves grow over other 
leaves), and salinity. 

What does this seasonality mean to animals and fish 
that use seagrasses?  During periods when seagrasses are 

not growing rapidly, there may be fewer places to hide 
from predators.  At the end of the growing season, sea-
grasses shed leaves which are thought to be important 
in fueling urchins and other nearshore communities, es-
pecially around tidal passes.  Seasons are an important 
feature of many natural systems, including around our 
barrier islands.
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BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 

in trouble, bobcats seem to be flour-
ishing through most of their North 
American range.  No one knows how 
many bobcats there are on Sanibel and 
Captiva but according to the book 
this adaptable feline’s ability to survive 
close to humans is one of the reasons 
for the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice 
can make up to 40% of the bobcat’s 
diet.  To learn more about the biology 

and society of this shy feline that moves so peacefully among 
us, you are invited to attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, 
April 7 and 21 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the 
program is $5 per adult, with members and children attending 
for free.

Butterfly House tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  The house is also open to visitors without a guide.  
Tuesdays at 10 a.m., $1 donation.

caloosaHatcHee oxBow & riverlore cruise

Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosa-
hatchee on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy 
Director Rae Ann Wes-
sel, a long-time river 
advocate.  Rae Ann is a 
river researcher, aquatic 
ecologist and histo-
rian.  Follow the river 
back to a time when a 
waterfall served as the 
headwaters of the Ca-
loosahatchee and set-
tlers braved living amongst the wilderness.  Sunday, April 
11 from 1 - 3:30 p.m.  Meet at Franklin Lock & Dam on 
the public use area off SR 80.  Space is limited. Reservations 
required.  $40 per person.  For more info call 472-2329

 DolpHin anD wilDlife aDventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound; 
departs McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, 
$15/children.  Reservations required, call 472-5300.

fisH Houses of pine islanD sounD

Fish houses are an iconic part of Pine Island Sound. Placed 
on the National Historic Register these houses are rec-
ognized for their historic value in preserving the culture 
of commercial fishing in the early 20th century. SCCF 
is offering an opportunity to cruise near these weekend 
getaways and hear about some 
of the six thousand years of 
human history.  Tales about 
fishing, fish houses, Calusa’s, 
Cubans, Carolinians, current 
research of the SCCF’s Marine 
Laboratory and aquaculture ac-
tivities as they pertain to Pine Island Sound. The trip is 
provided in cooperation with Captiva Cruises. The boat 
is a 48-passenger catamaran with a great deck for viewing 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF April 2010 Program Schedule

programs at a glance

Week of March 28 -- Freshwater Turtles
Week of April 4 -- Bobcat Tales, Caloosahatchee 

Oxbow Cruise, Islands Overview, Owl Tales, Snowy 
Plovers

Week of April 11 -- Fish Houses, Gator Tales, Islands 
Overview, Snowy Plovers

Week of April 18 -- Bobcat Tales, Owl Tales, Snowy 
Plovers

Week of April 25 -- Snowy Plovers

Offered Weekly -- Butterfly House Tours, Human 
Uses of Native Plants, Trail Walks: Explore Sanibel’s 
Interior Wetlands, (through April 16), Turtle Tracks

on your own at tHe nature center

Butterfly House 
Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.

Human uses of floriDa native plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.  

walking trails & oBservation tower

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.
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wildlife.  Wednesday, April 14 from 9-11:30 a.m.  The 
cost for the trip is $30 per person. Reservations can be 
made by calling 472-2329. For additional questions, ask 
for trip leader Kristie Anders.

fresHwater turtles of saniBel & BeyonD

Come and learn about the species of freshwater turtles 
found in Florida from SCCF Herpetologist Chris Lecho-
wicz.  Chris has documented the turtles found on the is-
lands and has traveled extensively throughout the state 
looking for freshwater turtles.  Learn about the life cycle 
of the young turtles you have watched swim in the Nature 
Center tank or nest on the lake edge behind your home.   
Friday, April 2 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the 
program is $5 per adult, with members and children attending 
for free.

gator tales

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. Flor-
ida’s history of gators and humans are closely intertwined. 

To learn about these fasci-
nating creatures and what 
we must do to ensure our 
safety and their survival 
on the islands please at-
tend “ Gator Tales” on 
Wednesday, April 14 at 10 
a.m. at the Nature Center. 
Call 472-2329 for more 
information.

Human uses of floriDa native plants

On Tuesdays at 10 a.m., a volunteer will be in the teaching 
shelter by the Ethnobotany Garden, making baskets from 
native fibers.  Stop by and ask questions and then take a 
self-guided tour the garden.  Did you know that Henry 
Ford stuffed the seats of his cars with the air plant, Spanish 
moss, or that Thomas Edison used the giant native Seaside 
Goldenrod for electrical conductivity experiments?  Calu-
sa fishermen of the past used the poisonous saponins in 
certain native plants to harvest their fish.  Tuesdays at 10 
a.m.in the Teaching Shelter by the Ethnobotay Garden. 

kayaking in pine islanD sounD

Learn about the natural and cultural history of Pine Is-
land Sound on this kayaking adventure.  You’ll also learn 
about SCCF Marine Lab research projects and water qual-
ity studies within our back bay estuary.  Part of the $45/
person fee will help fund SCCF Marine Lab programs.  
Space is limited so reservations are required.   Tuesday, 
April 27 at 9 a.m.  Depart from Captiva Kayak Company lo-
cated at McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva.  $45/person plus tax; 
reservations required; please call Captiva Kayak at 395-2925.

owl tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its’ own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  There 
is a nest box on the side of the SCCF nature center where 
Barn owls have nested off and on since 1980.. will they 
return this year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting 
phase with males guarding territory and calling to females.   
On April 6 and 20 at 10 a.m. you are invited to SCCF to 
learn more about the “Owls of Sanibel and Captiva.”  The 
cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members and children 
attending for free.

islanD overview

Join SCCF staff for an overview of the islands’ geology, 
natural history, living with wildlife, human history and ties 
to the greater Everglades.  Program starts at SCCF’s Nature 
Center at 1:30 p.m.  Individuals then drive up to Captiva 
and board one of Captiva Cruises boats, where the group 
will learn about the estuary and its crucial ties to the Caloo-
sahatchee and Gulf of Mexico.  The program ends on Cap-
tiva at 5 p.m.  Participants need their own transportation 
to and from Captiva.  Program is available Monday, April 5 
and 12. Call for reservations by the Friday before the program 
as space is limited.  The price is $25 per person.  Payment is 
expected at time of reservation. Please call 472-2329.

science at sea cruise

Be a Marine Biologist for the Day! This 90-minute trip 
will be a hands-on scientific inquiry and voyage suitable 
and fun for all ages. Crab traps and a plankton net will 
be hauled for a look at some of the components of the 
food chains. Learn by taking part in actual scientific re-
search that will be utilized by SCCF’s Marine Lab.  Kids 
will use compasses for navigational aid and magnifying 
viewers making this a worthwhile and exciting trip for the 
whole family.   This 1-1/2 hour trip is $35/adult, $20/
child.  Call for times and reservations, 472-5300.

snowy plovers 
Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Learn about the 
biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their survival, 

and the ongoing SCCF re-
search and conservation ef-
forts on Sanibel and around 
Florida.  Join us for a short 
Power Point presentation 
at the Nature Center and 
then carpool to the beach 
to observe live plovers  Fri-
days, April 9, 16, 23 and 30 

SCCF April 2010 Program Schedule -- Pg. 2
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at 10 a.m.  Meet in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free. 

trail walks: explore saniBel’s interior wetlanDs

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida be-
cause it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosys-
tem that has not been lost to development.  This Ever-
glades-like ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants 
and animals.  Join us for a guided walk through the inte-
rior wetlands and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract 
with discussion of native habitats, natural and cultural 
history and preservation efforts.  Monday - Friday at 11 
a.m. through April 16; Wednesday, April 7 and 14 at 2 
p.m.  Meet at the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  
$5 for non-members; free to members and children.

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island has one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for 
a talk and touch tank 
program.  You will also 
learn about the forces 
that shape the beach 
habitat and other local 
marine life.  Thursdays 
at 9 a.m. Meet at the 
Nature Center.  Free to 
members and children, 
$5 for non-members.

SCCF April 2010 Program Schedule -- Cont. from left

By Kristie Anders, Environmental Education Director
It’s not quite 40 years since we first glimpsed our planet the way the astronauts 

do today. The photograph called the Blue Marble showed our earth in the infinity 
of space.  (Pictured is a more recent photo.)

We have many, many things to be grateful for but we still have many chal-
lenges ahead.  This year’s theme for the 40th anniversary is One Billion Acts of 
Green.  Some of the messages are still the same:  conserve water and electricity; 
recycle; join and support conservation organizations.  In more recent times there 
has been more emphasis on community service.  

Celebrating the Earth:  One Billion Acts of Green

• 1970 Clean Water Act
• 1970 Establishment of the EPA
• 1972 Clean Water Act
• 1973 Endangered Species Act
• 1974 Marine Mammals Protection Act

The Ertmoeds, then members of the Biology Depart-
ment at Illinois State University:  “The Biology Department 
organized a big parade and we marched down Normal Av-
enue with our 6-year-old daughter and pushed our 6-month-
old son in a stroller.  It was quite a thrill to be involved in 
the very first.  Paul Ehrlich’s Population Bomb and Rachael 
Carson’s Silent Spring were on everyone’s reading list, but, un-
fortunately, few heeded the early warning.”

John Raffensberger:  “My recollections of the first Earth 
Day may be more than you bargained for, but that day is still 

vivid. The students at the  U. of Illinois Medical School got 
the idea of collecting water samples at the outflow pipes from 
[a] pharmaceutical company that sent toxic waste into Lake 
Michigan.  In high spirits we launched the canoes from a 
semi-public beach belonging to a rich Northshore suburb and 
paddled up the Lake. No one was quite sure where the pipes 
were located and, after a couple of hours in a rising breeze and 
choppy water, we realized that we were not going to find the 
pipes.  That was my first Earth Day!”  There is more to John’s 
story, when you see him ask him to tell you about it.

Where Were You on April 22, 1970 (the First Earth Day)

• 1980 Creation of the Super Fund for Toxic Cleanup
• 1990 An estimated 100 million people participated in Earth Day activities
• 1997 Kyoto Protocol signed by 38 nations
• 2000 Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan

Some Milestones in Environmental Protection (but there’s still more to do):

Stay tuned for information about Earth Day events at SCCF!
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays Closed

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails          • Education Center          • Nature Shop & Bookstore
 $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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SCCF MeMber Update
Marine Lab:  Beach Seaweeds, What’s Normal?  What’s Cause for Concern?

May 2010

By Keleigh Provost, Research Associate and Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Research Scientist
It is important to recognize that 

seaweeds are not necessarily “bad al-
gae.”  Rather, it is the quantity of red 
algae on the beaches that may have 
undesirable effects.  

Algae, in “normal” amounts, pro-
vides critical habitat for a number of fish 
and invertebrate species, and provides 
significant steps in nutrient reduction 
and processing.  However, there are 
times when algae grows more quickly 
and out of control and this has resulted 
in large amounts on our beaches.  

The SCCF Marine Lab, in coor-
dination with the City of Sanibel, Lee 
County, Florida Gulf Coast Universi-
ty (FGCU), NOVA Southeastern, the 
University of New Hampshire and 
others, assembled a team of experts to 
provide answers as to how and why 
seaweeds grow out of control.  Un-
usually large red algae strandings in 
2006 and 2007 on Sanibel’s beaches 
prompted the collaborative two-year 

study that began in June 2008.
In March, the first significant red 

algae beach stranding event since we 
started the study occurred.  Several re-
ports of algae on the beaches of Sani-
bel and on Fort Myers Beach were re-
ported by City and county employees.  

Small algae strandings have been 
reported before, but a significant 

stranding event in conjunction with 
simultaneous survey of offshore and 
inshore habitats had not occurred.    
SCCF is hopeful that this event may 
help answer such critical questions as 
1) where the algae coming from and 
2) what conditions led to the accu-
mulation on the beaches.   

The Marine Lab fielded several 
calls from Keith Laakonnen, En-
vironmental Sciences Coordinator 
at the City of Fort Myers Beach on 
March 9 - 10.  Laakonnen said that 
the extent of the algae was 3.5 miles 
and included 40% of Estero Island.  
The width was three-to-six feet and it 
was ‘mounding.’  He estimated piles 
of up to 12” high in places, compris-
ing a relatively unbroken line from 
the Outrigger Resort (Flamingo 
Street, access #11) to Diamond Head 
Resort (Palm Ave, access #30).  City 

Picture provided by Keith Laakonnen of the stranding at Fort Myers Beach. 

Continued on Page 2
Google Earth base image overlaid with several sites visited bimonthly by SCCF 
staff divers.
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Volunteers in the Lab’s Oyster Restoration Project shoveled, raked and bagged tons of fossil shell in February and 
March.  In April, volunteers will be moving the bagged oyster shell from the bagging location to a staging location, closer 
to Clam Bayou.  In May, we’re hoping to begin oyster reef construction in Clam Bayou.  Interested volunteers should 
register with Sabrina Lartz via e-mail, slartz@sccf.org or you can reach her at the Lab at 395-4617.
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of Sanibel biologist James Evans also reported a stranding 
event and visited three beaches on Sanibel.  

Lab staff visited the site of the stranding event while 
sampling offshore habitats to trace the origins and source 
locations for the accumulations.   

Algae were brought back to the lab and identified as 
Chondria collinsiana, Gracilaria bursa-pastoris, Polysipho-
nia sp., Daysa baullouviana and Solieria filiformis.  Tissue 
samples were archived for stable isotope analysis in order to 
help determine the origin of nutrients fueling algae growth.

The underwater surveys in areas around the cause-
way were predominantly red algae of similar species to 
those washing up on area beaches.  Since species identi-
fied from diver samples match with samples from the 
beach collections, it is likely that the algae recovered on 
the beach came from areas around the Sanibel Cause-
way.  We are coordinating our findings with the larger 
research team  including expertise in nutrients and hy-
drodynamics which ties wind and tide information to 
current headings and velocity. 

Marine Lab-- Continued from Page 1

Marine Lab -- Clam Bayou Oyster Restoration Project
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Please Help!

$450K

$750K

Dear Valued Members:
   

Please forgive this rather dramatic attempt to get 
your attention, but we really do need your help, and we 
need it now.

   

We are counting on members like you to help us meet 
our $750,000 goal before the June 30 end of our fiscal 
year.  As we go to press on this Update, we have raised 
$450,000 from your fellow members, and must find the 
remaining $300,000 in just two short months. 

   

This contribution from our members to our operat-
ing budget is as essential as the grants and other rev-
enues generated by the staff.  Put simply, we need you to 
help us maintain our level of activity.

   

Please make a gift of cash, or perhaps stock.  And 
please, make that gift for the same amount or more than 
you so generously did last year.  

   

I hope you will call me or Marti at 472-2329 if you 
need us to send you another Annual Fund Drive reply envelope.

   

Sincerely,

I was born and raised on Sanibel Island. I spent my childhood play-
ing in the mangrove swamps and upland communities trying to identify 
the local flora. 

I attended New College of Florida and received a B.A. in Environmental 
Studies in 2009.  I am excited to be an intern at SCCF in order to become 
more knowledgeable about the vegetation of Southwest Florida and I hope 
to pursue a career in ethnobotany. 

My interests include reading, creative writing, foreign languages, Florida 
history, and salsa dancing.

Native Plant Nursery:  Meet Intern Bethany Highsmith 
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Wildlife Habitat Management:  Wet Winter Wonderlands
By Brad Smith, Wildlife Habitat Management Director

Weather this year has been any-
thing but normal for most of North 
America and Florida has been no ex-
ception to this.  After three consecu-
tive rainy seasons that failed to fill our 
wetlands, we are now into what must 
be a near all-time record wettest dry 
season.  This past July, with barely 
over one inch of rain, was the driest 
on our 32-year record: the average is 
6.9 inches. And the past four years 
were the first time we recorded an an-
nual rainfall below 40 inches in each 
year. The beginning of 2010 marked 
a dramatic deviation in this dry pat-
tern.  February was the second high-
est rainfall total recorded.  March too 
was nearly three times above the aver-
age.  As a result, the wetlands are now 
full at a time of year when they are 
normally almost dry. 

As with most things in nature, 
there are no absolutes.  Being this wet 
when we should be dry is no doubt a 
major interruption in the life cycles 
of many species.  Our native Cotton 
rats, for instance, use the dry season 
to forage in the marsh lands eating 
abundant seeds that have fallen on 
the dry ground under the cover of 
spartina grasses.  Nearly all of that 
forage habitat is now unavailable to 
them.  This in turn impacts bobcats 
which prey on them. 

Other effects on wildlife are posi-
tive.  Our forage fish populations have 
been decimated by the prolonged 
drought of the previous three years.  
Now they are able to disperse from 
the deep pool areas into the shallow 
wetlands where they can more safely 
breed in the absence of larger preda-
tors.  This benefit however has been 
diminished by the record low tem-
peratures that have accompanied the 
rains this winter.  Low water tempera-

tures greatly diminish the productiv-
ity of the wetlands.  However, as the 
weather warms this spring — which 
has already begun as of this writing —  
the fish will find great breeding con-
ditions. These abundant fish and the 
aquatic invertebrates that breed along 
with them in turn feed a large portion 
of the rest of Sanibel’s food chain. 

In addition, should these high 

water levels continue into the next 
rainy season, the prolonged standing 
water will begin stressing many trees 
and shrubs that have invaded into 
the marsh and along its margins.  
Normally we rely on prescribed fire 
to help control these intrusions into 
the marsh.  But water stress can do 
the same thing. 

Above: Swale behind the Nature Center on April 14 (there’s a little blue heron in 
the upper left).  Below:  The dry swale photographed in October 2008. 

Continued on Page 7
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Natural Resource Policy:  2010 Legislative Session
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Water Releases from Lake O
What a difference one  month can make!  As recently 

as one month ago on March 11 we were asking the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to release water from Lake O to 
the Caloosahatchee to manage the salinity in the estuary 
and prevent algal blooms in the freshwater pool.  But an 
unusually wet spring, with rainfall 132% above average, 
has ended our three-year drought and triggered very high 
releases from the lake into the only two major outlets:  the 
Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie rivers.    

The high rainfall has caused the water level in Lake 
Okeechobee to jump up to 14.7 ft. at the very  time when 
the lake — and natural wetland systems — are usually 
drying down due to increased evapotransportation in the 
longer, warmer days of spring.  

A lake recession, or draw down, in the spring is impor-
tant for the health of the productive zone of the lake:  the 
emergent vegetation around the border of the lake where 
apple snails lay their eggs,  wildlife feed and plants trap 
sediments and nutrients.  Higher water levels drown plants 
and flood the shallow feeding zone, inhibiting those func-
tions.  In today’s highly managed system the “ebb and flow” 
of the lake is directed by a lake regulation schedule designed 
to manage water levels for the benefits of all systems while 
also preventing water from getting too high in the lake and 
threatening the fragile dike, currently under repair.  

The fragile condition of the lake’s dike is the main 
reason the lake is being managed at lower levels, between 
12.5 and 15.5 ft.  The additional rain has raised water 
levels more quickly than evapotransportation and pulse 
releases combined could offset, putting pressure on the 
dike.  The result is higher volume releases from Lake O 
to the estuaries.  

Better than any other example, this points to the need 
for replacing storage capacity that has been lost to earth-
works in the Kissimmee valley, Lake O, Caloosahatchee 
and Everglades over the past 120 years.  For the first time 
in 80 years we have a unique opportunity to create real 
alternatives to this unworkable man-altered system.   

Although we cannot recapture the four-million-
plus acres of the historic Everglades that have been 
lost to South Florida’s urban expansion, we must grab 
this historic and unique opportunity to redirect water 
south out of the lake through the U.S. Sugar land we 
have a chance to acquire.  No other plan is as cost ef-
fective and provides as many options for managing our 

water, estuaries and Lake Okeechobee.

U.S Sugar Land Purchase 
On April 7, the Florida Supreme Court heard oral 

arguments in the case brought by Florida Crystals and the 
Miccosukee Tribe challenging the South Florida Water 
Management District’s authority to issue Certificates of 
Participation, a form of bond, to fund the U.S. Sugar land 
purchase.  The $536 million purchase of 73,000 acres of 
farmland carved out of the historic Everglades, is critical 
to efforts to significantly improve water quality and habi-
tat in six major ecosystems:  the Caloosahatchee and St. 
Lucie rivers, Lake Okeechobee, the Everglades, Biscayne 
Bay and Florida Bay.   

The Miccosukee challenge is based on the argument 
that the purchase does not serve a  public purpose, a stan-
dard that must be met for the District to sell bonds need-
ed to purchase the land.  The decision from the Florida 
Supreme Court could come at any time.  It is hoped that 
the decision is rendered before the land purchase contract  
expires the end of September.  

Oil Drilling off Florida’s Coast
President Obama has announced that his administra-

tion will allow exploration and drilling in Federal waters 
off the Atlantic coast of north Florida and within 125 
miles of the Florida peninsula in the Gulf of Mexico. This 
position has reinforced an effort to open Florida’s state wa-
ters to oil drilling and has bolstered this position, which 
is supported by the incoming 2011 legislative leadership.   

Oil drilling supporter and House speaker-designate 
Rep. Dean Cannon, R-Winter Park, has been holding 
public hearings in Tallahassee to develop drilling legisla-
tion.  With the Obama administration’s announcement, 
Senate president-elect, Mike Haridopolos, R-Melborne, 
introduced SB 2622 in support of drilling.

The threats from oil drilling to beaches and marine 
habitat are in the news.  A recent pipeline accident 10 
miles off Louisiana’s coast spilled 18,000 gallons of crude 
oil  according to the Coast Guard.  The spill expanded to 
136 square miles in the Delta National Wildlife Refuge. 

In testimony before the House in February, a former 
U. S. Minerals Management Service official, Bud Danen-
berger, reported that Hurricanes Katrina and Rita de-
stroyed 113 oil platforms in 2005, spilling 16,000 barrels 

Continued on Page 6
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By Kristie Anders, Environmental Education Director

The Changing Seasons:   Sea Grapes

Sea grapes are one of my favorite markings of May 
on the islands. This year’s cold caused the trees to lose 
their leaves much earlier than normal.  Generally I know 
it is April because the leaves reveal red and golden colors 
before falling to the ground.  This is soon followed by the 
tree pushing out silver-dollar-sized red disks that seem to 
double in size daily for about a week.

Then comes May, when spindly, bumpy spikes emerge 
and burst into sprays of tiny white flowers.  Their scent 
rivals the delicious aromas of buckthorn and joewood, 
but because the sea grape is so widespread on the islands, 
more people have the opportunity to enjoy them.

Sea grapes seduce pollinators.  The trees will hum as 
bees and nectaring insects of all types sip in their essence.  
Like a magnet, anything that enjoys a good bouquet will 
be drawn in.  The time is brief, measured in days, and 
it is our good fortune the individual trees are staggered 

in their preparation to fruit, 
stretching our enjoyment. 

Soon after, it will sound 
like a constant gentle rain 
both night and day as the 
the fruit follows the flowers 
and the blooms fall to the 
ground.  It’s a great time of 
year to be out and about.

So in early May, as hors-
es walk through that Ken-
tucky paddock under twin 
spires, people crush mint in a glass, women contest for 
the most fanciful of hats and the herald trumpets sound 
on Kentucky Derby Day, don’t forget to step outside and 
breathe deep the air, draw in one of the sweetest fragranc-
es because the sea grapes are in bloom.

Tiny but Mighty Supporters of SCCF
Upper Captiva has just over 30 

year-round residents with an addi-
tional 100 or so in season, making 
this island community smaller than 
many of the subdivisions on the low-
er islands. As with all of these barrier 
islands, people are drawn to the natu-
ral beauty and ambience. 

This year, North Captivans held 
two fundraisers for SCCF.  This past 
weekend, the Upper Captiva Players 
performed Neil Simon’s third act of 
Plaza Suite as the audiences roared 
in laughter.  Admissions from the 
two performances went directly to 
SCCF.  After the last show, pieces 
of the set were auctioned off includ-
ing a magnificent rendering of the 
New York City skyline that served 
as the view from the window of 

Suite 719 in the Plaza Suite.   In 
February, deftly organized by Jane 
Mason, two nature education pro-
grams were offered:  the fee was to 
join SCCF or pay the equivalent.  
Jane understands how important 
it is to grow our membership roles.  
Additional donations were added to 
SCCF’s Annual Fund Drive.  Some 
neighbors to our north have been 
faithful supporters for years. The 
events also provided a venue for 
both islanders and visitors to learn 
about SCCF’s mission and commit-
ment to conservation.

SCCF owns three lots on North 
Captiva.  Education Director Kris-
tie Anders has resided there for over 
16 years. In the past few years, is-
landers have shown their appre-

ciation through some very creative 
and thoughtful events.  Including 
the state park lands, North Captiva 
represents four-and-a-half miles of 
coastal habitat in the watershed, with 
people dedicated to the preservation 
of those resources. Thank you to Up-
per Captiva.

Policy -- Continued from Page 5
of oil into federal waters from platforms and pipelines. 
Another 250,000 barrels were spilled in Louisiana’s state 
waters during Hurricane Katrina.  

We need our Florida delegation and legislature at 

large to understand our marine natural resources are too 
precious to risk for the minimal amount of product that 
has been estimated in state waters, negligible job creation 
and funding the state would gain.

The director and cast of North Cap’s 
Plaza Suite
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SCCF’s 18th Annual Tennis Tournament
The 18th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament was 

held in March at The Dunes Golf & Tennis Club, raising 
$23,500 for Foundation programs.  

This year’s Presenting Sponsor was the Sanibel-Cap-
tiva Trust Company.  A Friday evening cocktail party 
on the SCCF porch kicked off the event, with hors 
d’oeuvres by Leslie Adams Catering.

Championship Sponsors for the event were Wayne & 
Linda Boyd, Bill & Tory Burch, Martha & Rick Siders.  
Match Sponsors were Tom & Mimi Adams, Mike Kelly, 
John & Deborah La Gorce and Barefoot Charley’s Paint-
ing.  Set Sponsors were Bailey’s General Store, Fran Cam-
eron, Dick & Nancy Curtin, Don & Ginny Egensteiner, 
Tim & Carol Gardner, Ron & Phyllis Gibson, Suzanne & 
Fredarick Gobel, Jane Hanger, Island Chiropractic, Island 
Graphics, Larry & Jeannette James, Liddy Johnson, Sally 
Reed, Paul & Lucy Roth, Charlie & Caroline LeGette, 
Rose & Jack Rogers, Sallie Soule, Patrick & April Tzanis, 
Nanelle Wehmann and Bob Wigley. Game Sponsors were 
Bill & Carol Fenniman, Harry & Mona Gleitz, Inge & 
Henry Glissman, Island Sun Newspaper, Ken & Pam Mo-
nahan, PocoLoco’s, Carol & Bill Rosenberg, Jodi Cort & 
Warren Schwab, Sanibel-Captiva Community Bank, Char-

lie Sobczak & Molly Heuer and Jack & Starr Thomas.
The winner of the Luc Century Raffle gift was War-

ren Schwab, who got to go home with a gorgeous bowl 
with deeply etched Loggerhead Sea Turtles on it.

Silent Auction Donations were received from Myra 
Roberts, who designed a giclee print depicting her in-
terpretation of SCCF over the years; Marcia Feeney of 
Interiors by Decorating Den donated a magnificent silk 
flower arrangement; Lily & Company Jewelers donated 
three gorgeous pieces of Marahlogo jewelry including a 
necklace, earrings and ring; Catering by Leslie Adams do-
nated a five-course catered dinner for four; The St. Fran-
cis Inn – Bed & Breakfast in St. Augustine donated a two-
night stay; The Hammerheads hand-built a high top table 
with a Kym Nader hand painted Loggerhead Turtle on it; 
Joe & Joyce Pignotti donated a four-night stay at the Sun-
dial Beach Resort; the Estate of Theodore Cross donated 
a first edition copy of his magnificent book, Waterbirds.

Special thanks to the Dunes Golf and Tennis Club for 
their support again this year, especially Tennis Pro, Louis 
Vosloo and Tennis Shop Manager Diane Limeri. Without 
their help this year’s tournament could not have been the 
success that it was.

Help us save postage and 
printing costs by getting 
your Member Update 
via e-mail.  Not only is 
it cost-effective for the 
Foundation but you also 
get the pictures in color.  
Please give us a call at 
472-2329 or email us at 
sccf@sccf.org.  Thanks!

And while the high water levels are a good thing, they 
are preventing us from maintaining our firelines in order to 
be ready to burn in our usual burn season:  April, May, and 
June.  If these water levels remain high, we will likely not be 
able to burn at all this year.  

Keeping the marshes open is important for the overall 
productivity of the system.  Sunlight fuels the growth of a 
large diversity of plants and algae that in turn feed the fish, 

native rodents, and rabbits.
There are never “ideal conditions” for all wildlife to 

thrive simultaneously.  Extreme conditions one way or the 
other are never all bad.  What is important is to have a 
diverse and varied landscape of preserves where wildlife 
has a chance to find refuge in the tough times and thrive 
when conditions are right.   

Habitat Management -- Continued from Page 4
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Thanks to You,Our Volunteers

Long-time sea turtle coordinator Bev Ball (now retired) 
and her Turtle Jeep co-pilot, Armand (left), catch up 
with permittee Allen Dunham.

Board member Art Weissbach (right) helps 
Lab Research Assistants (and RECON keep-
ers) A.J. Martignette and Jeff Siwicke with 
bar set-up.  Right:  Nursery Manager Jenny 
Evans behind the serving table.

Intrepid photographer Harris Gilbert (right) enjoys a break 
with wife Sondra and George and Patti Sousa.

Time for tete-a-tetes and 
catch-up with friends:  
Above:  Chief Hammer-
head Dean Skaugstad;  
Left:  Dale McGinley 
and friend.
Below:  Bob Wigley, 
Board member Paul Roth 
and George McKinnell

Right:  Eleanor Harries on line as staffers (from right) Kristie 
Anders, Becca Varnes, her visiting sister and Kennedy Hanson 
dish up dinner.
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Friday, March 19 at the Nature Center

Above:  Diane and Ellis Etter and Wendy 
Miller.  Left: Sanibel glass artist (and Ten-
nis Tournament founder) Luc Century 
enjoys a laugh with Erick, while sea turtle 
coordinator Amanda Bryant looks on.

Above:  Volunteer Coordinator Fran Cam-
eron (left) with  Lawrence and Barbara 
Hessberg.  Below:  Retired sea turtle permit-
tee Bill Wollschlager with Glen Gresham.

Above right:  Board Presi-
dent Bill Fenniman.  Above 
left:  Erick welcoming our 
wonderful volunteers.  Left:  
Lab Director Loren Coen 
(standing, right) chatting 
during dinner.

Right:  Turtle Tracks 
co-teacher Betty 
Modys and friend.

Left:  Ken (left) and Pam Trom-
bly with friend.  Below:  Lab 
Research Associate Sabrina 
Lartz with Tim Gardner.  

Above  Joan Kain, Caroline LeGette and Wally 
Kain sharing a laugh.
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BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are in 

trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing 
through most of their North American 
range.  No one knows how many bob-
cats there are on Sanibel and Captiva 
but according to the book this adapt-
able feline’s ability to survive close to 
humans is one of the reasons for the 
bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can 
make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
To learn more about the biology and 

society of this shy feline that moves so peacefully among us, 
you are invited to attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, May 
19 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

caloosahatchee oxBow & RiveRloRe cRuise

Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosa-
hatchee on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy 
Director Rae Ann Wessel, a long-time river advocate.  Rae 
Ann is a river researcher, aquatic ecologist and historian.  
Follow the river back to a time when a waterfall served as 
the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved 
living amongst the wilderness.  Sunday, Mother’s Day, May 
9 from 1 - 3:30 p.m.  This is the last cruise of the season; the 
Caloosahatchee Oxbow Cruises will resume next November.  
Meet at Franklin Lock & Dam on the public use area off SR 
80.  Space is limited. Reservations required.  $40 per person.  
For more info call 472-2329

 Dolphin anD wilDlife aDventuRe cRuises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound; 
departs McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, 
$15/children.  Reservations required, call 472-5300.

GatoR tales

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. Flor-
ida’s history of gators and humans are closely intertwined. 
To learn about these fascinating creatures and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the is-
lands please attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesday, May 12 
at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center. Call 472-2329 for more 
information.

KayaKinG in pine islanD sounD

Learn about the natural and cultural history of Pine Is-
land Sound on this kayaking adventure.  You’ll also learn 
about SCCF Marine Lab research projects and water qual-
ity studies within our back bay estuary.  Part of the $45/
person fee will help fund SCCF Marine Lab programs.  
Space is limited so reservations are required.   Tuesday, 
May 19 at 9 a.m.  Depart from Captiva Kayak Company lo-
cated at McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva.  $45/person plus tax; 
reservations required; please call Captiva Kayak at 395-2925.

otteR tales

No one knows how many North American river otters 
live on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer 
since Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this 
large, aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  
River otters are strong and graceful swimmers that cap-
ture the hearts of all who see them.  Otter sightings have 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF May 2010 Program Schedule

pRoGRams at a Glance

Week of May 9 -- Gator Tales, Owl Tales
Week of May 16 -- Bobcat Tales, Otter Tales

Offered Weekly -- Snowy Plovers (Fridays at 10), 
Turtle Tracks (Thursdays at 9)
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SCCF May 2010 Program Schedule -- Pg. 2

on youR own at the natuRe centeR

ButteRfly house 
Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.

human uses of floRiDa native plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

walKinG tRails & oBseRvation toweR

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.

increased recently on 
SCCF trails.  Fol-
lowing the program 
take a walk on the 
trail and view an ot-
ter communication 
sight.  Tuesday, May 
18 at 10 a.m. in the 
Nature Center audi-
torium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with mem-
bers and children free.

owl tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its’ own nest 
but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The 
Screech and Barn Owls 
nest in tree cavities made 
by woodpeckers or nest 
boxes.  There is a nest box 
on the side of the SCCF na-
ture center where Barn owls 
have nested off and on since 
1980.. will they return this 
year?  Island Screech owls 
are in the courting phase 
with males guarding terri-
tory and calling to females.   
Tuesday, May 11 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free.

science at sea cRuise

Be a Marine Biologist for the Day! This 90-minute trip 
will be a hands-on scientific inquiry and voyage suitable 
and fun for all ages. Crab traps and a plankton net will 
be hauled for a look at some of the components of the 
food chains. Learn by taking part in actual scientific re-
search that will be utilized by SCCF’s Marine Lab.  Kids 
will use compasses for navigational aid and magnifying 

viewers making this a worthwhile and exciting trip for the 
whole family.   This 1-1/2 hour trip is $30/adult, $20/
child.  Call for times and reservations, 472-5300.

snowy ploveRs 
Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 

around?  Do you simply 
want to know which of 
the birds on the beach 
actually is a Snowy Plo-
ver?  Learn about the 
biology of the Snowy 
Plover, the threats to 
their survival, and the 
ongoing SCCF research 
and conservation efforts 
on Sanibel and around 

Florida.  Join us for a short Power Point presentation at 
the Nature Center and then carpool to the beach to ob-
serve live plovers  Fridays at 10 a.m.  Meet in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free. 

tuRtle tRacKs

Sanibel Island has one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s moni-
toring activities, and 
what we are doing to 
protect them.  Meet at 
the Nature Center for 
a talk and touch tank 
program.  You will also 
learn about the forces 
that shape the beach 
habitat and other local 
marine life.  Thursdays 
at 9 a.m. Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays Closed

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails          • Education Center          • Nature Shop & Bookstore
 $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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Sea Turtles and the Deepwater Horizon Spill

June 2010

By Amanda Bryant, Biologist and Sea Turtle Coordinator
In light of the recent Deepwater 

Horizon oil spill there has been great 
concern over sea turtles and this year’s 
nesting season.  These concerns are 
well placed.  The explosion and sub-
sequent oil spill occurred just ten days 
before the official May 1 start of sea 
turtle season along Florida’s gulf coast.

The Gulf of Mexico is full of a di-
versity of life and is home to five spe-
cies of sea turtle (loggerhead, green, 
hawksbill, leatherback, and Kemp’s 
ridley turtles).  One species, the Kemp’s 
ridley (Lepidochelys kempii), is most at 
risk from the impacts of the oil spill.  It 
spends its entire life in the gulf: hatch-
ing on the beaches of Playa de Rancho 
Nuevo, Tamaulipas, Mexico or along 
the Texas and Florida coasts, growing 
and reaching adulthood in the gulf, 
and returning to Mexico or Texas and 
Florida to nest.  

As the most endangered sea turtle 
in the world, the Kemp’s ridley has 
rebounded from a low of only 702 

nests in 1985 to over 20,000 nests 
last year.  This recovery was possible 
because of the tireless efforts of scien-
tists and conservation workers.

The other species of sea turtle may 
not spend their entire lives in the gulf, 
but nest on the gulf ’s beaches and uti-
lize the estuaries as nursery grounds 
where they grow to adulthood and are 
also facing threats from the spill.  The 
risks to sea turtles posed by oil include 
damage to the digestive tract and in-
ternal organs from oil-contaminated 
food, a refusal to nest on oiled beach-

es, death or inhibited development of 
eggs exposed to oil, and deformities in 
hatchlings exposed to oil during incu-
bation.  Oil on beaches can also alter 
the temperature of the sand (which 
determines sex in sea turtles), skewing 
the sex ratio of hatchlings.  

The potential impact of this spill 
to current and future sea turtle genera-
tions is daunting to consider, and while 
the exact toll of this environmental di-
saster is currently unknown, it is sure to 
impact sea turtle populations.  

Oil Drilling & Policy
Proposed legislation in Tallahassee on oil drilling started to lose steam midsession this year despite the sup-

port  of incoming House Speaker-designate Dean Cannon and Senate President-elect Mike Haridopolos.  Ironi-
cally, two weeks before the disastrous Deepwater Horizon Oil rig explosion in the Gulf of Mexico, Representative 
Cannon announced he was suspending his efforts to push drilling legislation this year.  However the incoming 
legislative leaders have expressed their interest in bringing legislation back in next year’s legislative session -- when 
they will be the leadership -- so we will need to stay vigilant.   

SCCF is assisting our island partners, the City of Sanibel and J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge, 
to prepare contingency plans for protecting our fragile islands and wildlife from any threats from the Gulf oil 
spill.  We will post information on our website and pass along information through our alert system.  

Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director 

SCCF MeMber update
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Rae Ann Wessel

This year’s legislative session started with the daunt-
ing reality of a $3.2 billion deficit and the one obligation 
of the legislature to pass a balanced budget.   The good 
news is that $50 million dollars was appropriated for Ev-
erglades restoration and another $15 million for Florida 
Forever, a national model for land acquisition that last 
year did not get funded.   By statute 10.5% of Florida 
Forever funds are directed to be spent on projects within 
the South Florida Water Management District (SFW-
MD) which means  $1.575 million will be available for 
land acquisition this year, a much needed boost.

In addition to these appropriations, the legislature also 
provided significant funding for water quality programs 
thought to be targets for major cuts. The Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) program received $6.2 million and 
an additional $4 million was appropriated  to fund the 
Florida Water Quality Compliance and Improvement 
Project to deploy real-time radio frequency sensor-based 
systems to assess the effectiveness of stormwater manage-
ment systems.

Fertilizer
The debate over fertilizer legislation, HB 1445 and 

SB 382, continued up to the bitter end of session with 
the fertilizer industry attempting to push legislation  
preventing local governments from passing ordinances 
limiting the sale and application of fertilizers.  Thanks to 
your calls and emails keeping the pressure on right up to 
the last day of session,  neither bill passed.  

Growth Management DCA
The state’s lead planning agency, the Department of 

Community Affairs, which oversees growth management 
planning  throughout the 67 counties of Florida, failed 
to get reauthorized when the House refused to take up 
the Senate Bill 282.  This  leaves the agency in limbo for 
another year so  this  issue will  come back in 2011.  

Senate Select Committee on Florida’s Inland Waters 
Senator Constantine’s omnibus bill on water issues 

(SB 550) was pared down in order to gain passage of 
an important water provision on septic tank inspection 
and maintenance.  In our early testimony before the se-
lect committee we advocated for septic tank maintenance 
following the ordinance developed in our local Regional 
Planning Council Watershed Subcommittee.  As passed, 
the bill requires inspection of septic tanks every five years,  
requiring replacement of failing tanks and repair of mal-
functioning ones, addressing another source of water pol-
lution.  This provision will go into effect with the Gover-
nor’s signature.  

Another provision of SB 550 addresses concerns over 
the delegating of water permitting that passed last year un-
der SB 2080.  That bill delegated water permitting decisions 
from the nine-member Governing Boards of the state’s five 
Water Management Districts to the executive director of 
each district.  Concerns like those we expressed over public 
access and transparency in this important function of water 
permitting  led the legislature to revisit the issue this year.  
SB 550 removes last year’s delegation of consumptive use 
permits but retains the  delegation for wetland ERP per-
mits.  We welcome this change as our region is currently 
in the process of reissuing the 20-year Consumptive Use 
permits for the Lake Okeechobee Service Area that affect 
water availability for the Caloosahatchee.   

Everglades Restoration/River of Grass Funding
Although not an issue before the legislature, Sen. 

Dockery (also a gubernatorial candidate) pushed  for the 
second year to limit water the ability of management dis-
tricts to use certificates of participation (COPs) to pur-
chase needed lands for restoration.  Her proposal would 
have required legislative approval of any land acquisition 
costs by a water management district in excess of $50 mil-
lion and would have prevented the use of COPs for land 

Natural Resource Policy
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
2010 Legislative Session -- A Mixed Bag–- Glad It’s Over!
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The Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation is dedicated to the conser-
vation of coastal habitats and aquatic resources on Sanibel and Captiva and in 
the surrounding watershed. 

When we reframed that mission statement, we were first and foremost think-
ing of how the Lake O releases have prompted an increased focus on SCCF’s 
marine research and public policy outreach.

Our Board of Trustees subsequently voted for a policy opposing oil drilling 
off Florida’s coast, but none of us could have anticipated how the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill would have affected our work.

As I write this, SCCF is working with the City of Sanibel, the J.N. “Ding” 
Darling National Wildlife Refuge, and CROW to create a coordinated response 
should the spill reach us.  The SCCF staff and volunteers who already patrol the 
beaches to protect sea turtle and snowy plover nesting will be invaluable as we 
begin to track animal mortality resulting from the spill.  Other volunteers may 
be needed and we encourage you to call 472-2329 to register your availability.

But before you do that, please remember that our effectiveness is primarily guaranteed by our continuing 
operations, and they are not possible without your continuing financial support.  We are $225,000 away from 
our Annual Fund Drive goal to cover operating expenses for the fiscal year, which ends in June.  That’s right, 
we only have until June 30 to raise this money.  If you haven’t contributed yet, please do so to your greatest 
ability.  If you have already given, please consider a second gift to help us through our final push.

Now more than ever, your support of the Annual Fund Drive is an investment in the protection of our 
sanctuary islands.

Thank you in advance,

$525K

$750K

Policy -- Continued from Page 2

Our Mission Is Clear

Please mail your tax-deductible gifts to SCCF, PO Box 839, 
Sanibel, FL 33957, or call 239-472-2329 to make a gift either 
of stock or by using a credit card. 

Unseasonal spring rains are producing potentially 
catastrophic conditions in the Caloosahatchee at a criti-
cal spawning period.  To avoid a repeat of 2004-2005 we 
need to speak up now.   

This spring’s high rainfall levels have resulted in 
high volumes of continuous freshwater runoff from the 
Caloosahatchee watershed and discharges from Lake 

Okeechobee.  The combined blast is pushing freshwater 
all the way out to Shell Point, eliminating the critical estu-
ary mixing zone in the river.  This will negatively impact 
this year’s crop of seagrasses, fish, crabs, shrimp, oysters, 
scallops and the federally endangered smalltooth sawfish, 
as the seeds and spawn are washed out into the open Gulf 
with massive slugs of unwanted, polluted fresh water.   

The news gets worse.  Beginning Monday, May 4, 
2010, releases from Lake Okeechobee began gushing into 

Continued on Page 4

acquisition.  Thankfully, lack of support drowned this effort. 

High Rainfall & Lake Releases Cripple the Caloosahatchee
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Captiva, like most barrier islands 
has a “lens” of fresh groundwater ex-
isting below the soil surface.  The 
shape and depth of this freshwater 
“lens” varies depending on numerous 
parameters, including recharge rate 
(rainfall, irrigation, septic tank flows), 
drawdown (pumping from wells), 
and site geomorphology (sediment/
soil type, location, permeability, etc.).  
The freshwater in this shallow aquifer 
discharges into the nearshore waters 
around the island, and thus can influ-
ence surface water quality (nutrients, 
microbes).  Some past studies have 
even shown it to be more important 
that surface water inputs.

As part of the Captiva Communi-
ty Panel Water Quality Project (now 
in year two), we recently installed 
monitoring wells across a section of 
Captiva that will allow us to sample 
directly groundwater, especially look-
ing at the “quality” (primarily bacte-
ria and nutrients) of water from this 
freshwater lens and estimating its po-
tential influence on nearshore surface 
waters.  The twelve or so wells will 
be sampled every two weeks initially 
until we get a clearer picture of the 
groundwater characteristics through 

time.  Care will be taken to insure 
that the samples are representative of 
the actual conditions at each site and 
all quality controls will be maintained 
among the stations for sampling.  

The information obtained from 

the wells will be used in conjunc-
tion with the surface water infor-
mation currently being collected to 
provide a better understanding of 
the water quality dynamics affect-
ing Captiva Island.

Continued right

Marine Laboratory:   Groundwater Sampling on Captiva
By Research Associate Mark Thompson and Marine Lab Director Loren Coen, Ph.D.

Mark Thompson digging a hole for well point by hand with auger for placement of 
PVC-capped sampling station monitoring wells.  Inset:  Finished well.

the Caloosahatchee at the Moore Haven Lock (S77) at 
a rate of 4,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) because high 
water levels in the lake threaten  the integrity of the dike.  
Optimum flow into the estuary at the Franklin Lock 
(S79) is between 650 – 800 cfs.  The releases coming as 
of press time will be five times higher than those optimal 
flow levels at Moore Haven.  Even worse, more freshwater 
from the Caloosahatchee watershed will be added to the 
discharge between the Lake and Franklin Lock.  

The estuaries cannot continue to bear the burden of un-
wanted water unilaterally. The Caloosahatchee today serves 
as the major outlet for up to 70% of excess water.  The solu-
tion?  More storage both short-term and long-term.   

For the past several weeks SCCF has been asking  
the South Florida Water Management District (SFW-
MD) for an inventory of possible short-term storage 
options that could include:  landowners north of the 
lake being paid to “harvest” water; the Nubbin Slough 
STA north of the lake (which has been dry while under 
repair but is capable of holding excess water); plus ca-
nals and fallow fields south of the lake in the EAA, as 
well as state-owned lands Holeyland and Rotenberger, 
also south of the lake.  

We have also asked for an inventory of options in 

Policy -- Continued from Page 3
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Native Plant Nursery:  Meet Intern Lindsay Kvasnak
I have been a resident of Durango, CO for eight years. Durango’s atmosphere devel-

oped a deep environmental consciousness in me and the desire to study environmental 
studies in college. Living there also ignited my love for skiing, snowboarding, hiking, and 
rafting. I began my college education in the Rocky Mountains at the University of Colo-
rado, Boulder, but graduated in the Blue Ridge Mountains from Appalachian State Uni-
versity in Boone, North Carolina.  I graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Geography 
and Community and Regional Planning in December of 2009.

The Blue Ridge Mountains cultivated my passion and love for the flowering dogwood 
tree, which became the subject of my senior honors thesis.  I determined the severity of 
anthracnose on local dogwood populations in NC and used GIS as a tool to find areas of 
refuge for these beautiful and ecologically important trees. After this research I decided 
that I wanted to continue to study the relationships between invasive and native species, 
particularly plants.  Therefore, I was more than thrilled to discover the Native Plant Nurs-
ery and SCCF. I’m very excited to be a part of the team here at SCCF and I feel that my 
internship and living on Sanibel will provide me with an amazing education and new experiences. I hope to be a great 
asset to the team at the Native Plant Nursery and get my scuba certification while living here in Florida.

the Caloosahatchee watershed that could take excess 
flows, such as the 11,000-acre Berry Grove reservoir 
site, and fallow farm fields on Babcock Ranch.  Our 
request has been for an inventory of possible storage 
sites, estimated capacity of these sites and how close 
they are to their capacity.  

Even without major earth works there is the capacity 
to fill canals and saturate lands that can provide storage 
and  evaporation as an alternative to blowing out the es-
tuaries.  To date – while the health of our estuary is being 

damaged -- we are still waiting for a response.  Why?    
The SFWMD Governing Board will be discussing 

this issue at upcoming meetings.  We urge you to contact 
the Governing Board and ask them to look for alternative 
and unconventional storage solutions to protect the estu-
aries on both coasts.  You’ll find contact info on our web 
site under Policy/Government Contacts. 

Remember the devastation of the estuary and river in 
2004-2005.   Let’s not sit by and allow lack of creative ac-
tion to destroy our estuary again. 

Policy -- Continued from left
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Last month I wrote about the 
sweet fragrance of sea grape blossoms.  
This month, although not as easy to 
locate, the delightful scent of fiddle-
wood will perfume the air. 

Some of you may have come to 
the Native Plant Nursery and pur-
chased one of these luscious plants.

My husband and I got lucky 
about 15 years ago when a fiddle-
wood was put on the half-price table 
because it was a little ragged looking.  
Its foliage is not terribly outstanding 
anyway, but it does well in saltier, dri-
er ridges and it will tolerate the winds 
of tropical storms fairly well. 

So it was a complete treat when a 
year later it bloomed.  There are some 
joewoods around Upper Captiva and 
at first we thought that was what was 
wafting through the air.  Like a bee, 
my husband tracked down the scent.  
In our very own front yard, with in-
conspicuous sprigs, were the tiny 
flowers of the fiddlewood.  

Now it is an annual event for us to 
bask in its fragrance.  Some evenings 
when the air is still, despite the feroc-
ity of the no-see-ums, we pull into our 
driveway and are reminded with that 
balm.  Who knew a flower that small 
could put out such a bouquet?

By late summer the female fiddle-

woods will yield their fruit and may 
still be there for early migratory birds.  
You won’t be deprived of the sweet 
scent if you have a male plant because 
they both produce blossoms.

So, if you are lucky enough to 
enjoy the slower, albeit warmer and 
more humid summers, you may want 
to consider planting a fiddlewood in 
your own front yard. 

The Changing Seasons:   Fiddlewood
By Kristie Anders, Environmental Education Director

Help Wanted:  People with a Good Memory of 50 Years Ago
Kristie has been asked to assist in digging through SCCF archives for three special projects:  Charles LeBuff ’s 

upcoming book on the history of the Refuge, Rusty Farst’s movie on the birth of the City of Sanibel and a book by 
Iowa State correlating “Ding” Darling etchings (not political cartoons) to the history of conservation on the islands, 
in Iowa and the nation.

If any of you are in the area and have print materials in particular from the 1960s and  1970s, could you share 
those documents with us?  Dusty clippings notebooks, copies of SCCF board meeting minutes and newsletters tell 
some of the stories, but the more information we have the richer the projects will be.  

Contact Kristie if you can help with these great investigations into our past.  We already know we were so lucky 
that people who came before us, like Jay Darling, shaped the history of the islands.  The results are open green 
spaces, preservation of a diversity of wildlife, the founding of a city whose comprehensive land use plan is based the 
principles of preserving its natural systems.

Super Science Saturday
At Super Science Saturday in May, school teachers and college professors 

had a chance to learn the background of the historic greater Everglades and 
also how to use the RECON website.  In June, WILD Saturday will be offered 
in cooperation with the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge. 

“Turtle Hurdles, What Did Your Lunch Cost Wildlife?” “What’s Wild,” 
“Habitat Lap Sit,” “Migration Headache” and other classroom activities are 
part of the curriculum.  Project WILD includes studies in language arts, 
math, science and history.  The State of Florida funds the purchase and dis-
tribution of the materials and the teachers go home with books chockfull of 
ideas for integrating the activities into their lesson plans. 

If these titles sound intriguing to you, contact Kristie. If there is interest, 
next winter SCCF may have a program so you can play along too. 
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BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are in 

trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing 
through most of their North American 
range.  No one knows how many bob-
cats there are on Sanibel and Captiva 
but according to the book this adapt-
able feline’s ability to survive close to 
humans is one of the reasons for the 
bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can 
make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
To learn more about the biology and 

society of this shy feline that moves so peacefully among us, 
you are invited to attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, June 
9 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free.

cruise into the Past

In cooperation with Captiva Cruises and The Mound 
House Cultural Resources Center, this special trip will 
cruise to the historic mound house on Estero Bay.  Learn 
about the dynamic history and ecology of Punta Rassa, 
Pine Island Sound and Estero Bay along the way to our 
destination.  While at the Mound House, Theresa Schober, 
Director of Cultural Resources, will give you a sneak peak 
and tour of the new underground archaeological exhibit.  
This exhibit offers a rare opportunity to walk in an actual 
Calusa shell mound to observe its construction, its lay-
ers and to see this cross section of two thousand years 
of Southwest Florida history.  Cost for this unique op-
portunity is $45/person and includes a donation to The 
Mound House Cultural Resources Center. The cruise will 
depart Punta Rassa at 9 a.m. on Friday June 18 and return 
to Punta Rassa at 1:30 pm.  Additional information and 
reservations may be obtained by calling Captiva Cruises at 
472-5300. Reservations are required as space is limited.

 DolPhin anD WilDlife aDventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound; 
departs McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, 
$15/children.  Reservations required, call 472-5300.

Gator tales

The biology of alligators is 
an ancient tale of survival. 
Florida’s history of gators 
and humans are closely in-
tertwined. To learn about 

these fascinating creatures and what we must do to ensure 
our safety and their survival on the islands please attend “ 
Gator Tales” on Wednesday, June 2 and 16 at 10 a.m. at the 
Nature Center. Call 472-2329 for more information.

science at sea cruise

Be a Marine Biologist for the Day! This 90-minute trip 
will be a hands-on scientific inquiry and voyage suitable 
and fun for all ages. Crab traps and a plankton net will 
be hauled for a look at some of the components of the 
food chains. Learn by taking part in actual scientific re-
search that will be utilized by SCCF’s Marine Lab.  Kids 
will use compasses for navigational aid and magnifying 
viewers making this a worthwhile and exciting trip for the 
whole family.   This 1-1/2 hour trip is $30/adult, $20/
child.  Call for times and reservations, 472-5300.

snoWy Plovers 
Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 

on the beach actually is 
a Snowy Plover?  Learn 
about the biology of the 
Snowy Plover, the threats 
to their survival, and the 
ongoing SCCF research 
and conservation efforts 
on Sanibel and around 
Florida.  Join us for a 

short Power Point presentation at the Nature Center and 
then carpool to the beach to observe live plovers  Fridays, 
June 4, 11 and 25 (not the 18th) at 10 a.m.  Meet in the 
Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with mem-
bers and children free. 

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island has one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s moni-
toring activities, and 
what we are doing to 
protect them.  Meet at 
the Nature Center for 
a talk and touch tank 
program.  You will also 
learn about the forces 
that shape the beach 
habitat and other local marine life.  Thursdays at 9 a.m. 
Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and children, 
$5 for non-members.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF June 2010 Program Schedule
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays Closed

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails          • Education Center          • Nature Shop & Bookstore
 $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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Sea Turtles:  Rare Sighting of Loggerhead Leaving Her New Nest
The second week in June, Sea Turtle Walker Julie Reed in Zone 8 on Sanibel got a bonus.  Not only did she find a 

nest, she had the very rare opportunity to see a nesting turtle during the daytime.  The turtle had just finished burying 
her nest and was heading back out into the Gulf. 
NOTE:  Julie was fortunate enough to have a telephoto lens with her.  She never got closer than 100 feet to the turtle. 

Natural Resource Policy:   The Smalltooth Sawfish

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
In early June, the Sanibel City Council initiated an 

effort to bring the fate of the federally endangered small-
tooth sawfish  into the battle over lake releases to the 
Caloosahatchee.  

Motivated by a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers com-
ment that the Caloosahatchee does not have legal limi-
tations to prevent unwanted water releases from Lake 
Okeechobee, Vice Mayor Mick Denham recommended 
the City of Sanibel engage their Washington, DC at-
torneys, Beveridge & Diamond, to identify strategies to 

protect the federally endangered smalltooth sawfish and 
its habitat in the Caloosahatchee and estuary from Lake 
Okeechobee releases.   Citing these releases as the most 
imminent threat to our area, the City Council unani-

New Weapon in Battle over Caloosahatchee Discharges

July-August  2010

sCCF MeMber updAte

Continued on Page 2
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mously approved  moving forward 
with a Freedom of Information Act 
request and will review strategic op-
tions  at the next City Council meet-
ing on July 20th.    

SCCF Supports Efforts Critical to its 
Survival 

Over the past several years SCCF 
policy staff has been actively engaged 
in supporting the NOAA/National 
Marine Fisheries Service’s endangered 
designation of both the smalltooth 
sawfish and its habitat in the Caloosa-
hatchee and Charlotte Harbor areas.   

The smalltooth sawfish histori-
cally ranged from Texas to Virginia 
and was common in the tidal Ca-
loosahatchee.  Today, the fish and 
its habitat  have experienced a 90% 
reduction in its U.S. range and a 
95% reduction in population. The 
Caloosahatchee, Charlotte Harbor 
and Everglades are considered its last 
remaining range in the nation.   

The smalltooth sawfish is known 
to have very high site fidelity un-
derscoring the need to focus on and 
improve the conditions in the Ca-
loosahatchee and  Charlotte Harbor.  
Critical to its survival are the quality, 
quantity and timing of freshwater de-
livery to the estuary. 

Affects from Lake O Releases
The Caloosahatchee river has 

three sets of lock and dam structures 
constructed to provide flood control 
from excess fresh water that resulted 
from the connection of the Caloo-

sahatchee to Lake Okeechobee. The 
construction and operation of these 
structures has significantly altered and 
affected the salinity range and fresh-
water flows in the river, two aspects 
that are suspected to alter behavior 
and habitat use patterns of the sawfish. 

The volume, timing, and quality 
of freshwater delivery to the estuary 
have been compounded by the 1960s 
construction of the westernmost struc-

ture, the W.P. Franklin Lock and Dam 
(S79), which cut off approximately 12 
miles of the historic tidal range that ex-
tended east to Fort Denaud, just west 
of LaBelle.   Adding to that, the op-
eration schedule for Lake Okeechobee 
releases has contributed to more ex-
tremes  in the estuary.  Salinities at the 
Franklin Lock have ranged from a low 
of 0 psu (a/k/a parts per thousand) to 

Policy -- Continued from Page 1
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Oil Drilling off  Florida’s Coast  - Unanimous Conclusion
As of press time, Governor Crist was proposing a con-

stitutional amendment to ban offshore illing.  See more at 
our website (link follows).

The past two legislative sessions in Florida have fea-
tured heated debate over the prospect of allowing drilling  
3 to 10 miles off our Sanibel coastline in the eastern Gulf 
of Mexico.  The state House and Senate independently 
commissioned two separate groups to study the risks and 

benefits of oil drilling in Florida’s waters.  Both groups 
reached the same conclusion.  There are only modest 
amounts of oil in the nearshore waters and “the benefits 
of allowing exploration, development, production and 
transportation of oil and gas within Florida Gulf coast 
state waters may be offset by many factors, including their 
potential effect on Florida’s ‘brand’ and reputation.   

More at http://www.sccf.org/content/166/Offshore-
Drilling.aspx

a high of 23 psu (ppt).  A salinity of 0 = freshwater; 35 
= seawater.  This variability has caused a complete loss of 
submerged grass habitat in the upper reaches of the river.  
Extremes in water discharges in eight of the past ten years 
have prevented the natural system from recovering this 
critical habitat.  

We have not seen dry season flows like we have had 
this Spring for the past 13 years.  In fact, if you com-
pare water flow from the W.P. Franklin dam from 1996 to 
2009, this year’s extraordinary flows in late April and May 
are above the range where flows have occurred for the past 
thirteen years.

We applaud the City for taking a proactive approach 
to protecting our river and estuary.  We must demand 
our natural resources receive the same consideration as 
other parts of the south Florida ecosystem and are not 
considered an easy target for damaging flows.  Over the 
years we have requested equity in the impacts we receive 
relative to other stakeholders in the system.  The response 
we have heard is a hollow euphemism called “shared ad-
versity” that has led only to shared damage between the 
estuaries and the Lake.    Enough is enough, we cannot 
allow continued mismanagement to push an endangered 
species beyond its last remaining habitat.

2010 flow from S-79, the Franklin Lock (black line) overlaid on S-79 flows from the past 13 years.  The blue areas show flow 
about 10% of the time in the months indicated; the red areas show flow about 45% of the time.  Graph by SCCF Marine 
Lab.  Data source USACE DBHYDRO DJ217
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Continued on Page 6

The Two Year Drift Algae Project 
funded by Lee County, the City of Sani-
bel and the West Coast Inland Navi-
gation District (WCIND) is winding 
down.  Lab staff is beginning the work of 
synthesizing the results of the sampling 
that has been done since May 2008.  

We had our first relatively large algal 
stranding event since the study began 
when red algae washed up on Fort Myers 
Beach this past March.  Keith Laakonnen, 
Environmental Sciences Coordinator for 
the Town of Fort Myers Beach contacted 
the Marine Lab on March 9.  By coin-
cidence, Lab staff were diving and sam-
pling offshore that day with study partner 
Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) 
and responded on March 10.  They were 
able to collect algae from a swath on the 
beach.  

The regular sampling protocol that 
was originally scheduled for May was 
postponed until June because of the large 
Lake Okeechobee releases (some over 
4,000 cfs at S-77 at Moore Haven, by 
the lake).  Researchers reasoned that there 
could be some nutrient or biomass re-

sponse to the freshwater releases that may 
also be reflected in the isotopic data from 
algal samples collected before and after 
these large releases.  

Dr. Ken Heck from Dauphin Island 
Sea Lab (DISL) came in May.  He and 
SCCF Lab staff collected urchins and 

samples of macroalgae around the Sanibel 
Lighthouse, the causeway area (San Car-
los Bay) and at several locations near Shell 
Point and around Pine Island Sound.  We 
found during two days of sampling a lot 
of red attached and drift algae inshore and 

Marine Laboratory:  Drift Algae Project
By Keleigh Provost, Research Associate; Raymond E. Grizzle, Ph.D., Research Professor of Zoology, University of New Hamp-
shire; Loren Coen, Ph.D., Marine Lab Director

Sorting through samples before taking the algae to the Lab to be dried, classified 
and analyzed.

Seagrass bed in general area of San Carlos Bay - one of the 
few areas with high macroalgae biomass during May 2010 
video sampling.

Sparse macroalgae biomass typical of what was found in off-
shore areas during May 2010 video sampling.
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As a result of expense reductions, several new grants supporting Natu-
ral Resource Policy and Wildlife Habitat Management activities... and be-
ing able to take a modest amount from endowment earnings, we needed 
to reach $582,000 in our Annual Fund to cover expenses for the fiscal year 
ended June 30. 

Thanks to all of you, we did that with just days to spare. Your support 
is vital to our ongoing efforts. Thanks for standing for stewardship again 
this year.

With sincere appreciation from all the staff and trustees,

$582K

$750K

We continue to monitor the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill.  We are all hopeful that oil and tarballs from the 
Deepwater Horizon incident do not reach the shores of 
Sanibel and Captiva... BUT the Foundation has been 
working on several fronts in preparation.

We are recommending that all oil spill volunteers sign 
up for the Volunteer Coastal Watch announced by the 
City of Sanibel earlier this month.  This would allow all 
volunteers to sign up for the BP on-line training.  The 
City will also be setting up a one-hour orientation and 
training class.  Sign-up is on the City of Sanibel web site:  
http://www.mysanibel.com/index.php/sanibel/Departments/
Police-including-Emergency-Management/Police-including-
Emergency-Management-Forms/Coastal-Watch-Program-
Registration-Form

Should the oil reach the islands, the City of Sanibel 
will be taking the lead in preparation and response for 
Sanibel.  Since Captiva is part of unincorporated Lee 
County, volunteers on Captiva would not fall under Sani-
bel’s aegis but are welcome to take the training in order to 
be prepared.  Lee County Sheriff ’s Office (LCSO) Lt. Joe 
Poppolardo has been named to be the liaison to Captiva 
for the county’s efforts through the Emergency Opera-
tions Center.  Lt. Poppolardo is coordinating with EOC 
staff and first-responder agencies. 

SCCF will continue to maintain our Oil Spill Volun-
teer list (you can sign up at sccf@sccf.org), but we strong-
ly urge all volunteers to sign up for the City of Sanibel’s 
Coastal Watch.

• SCCF is registered with the St. Petersburg Uni-
fied Command Center as an affiliated volunteer 
organization. 

• We are working closely with the Florida Fish & 
Wildlife Conservation Commission on sea turtle 
and shorebird protocols involving nesting females, 
nest protection and hatchling survival.  They have 
tasked us with protocols to implement now in or-
der to prepare for the potential of oil or tarballs 
on our beaches.

• We have worked with the City of Sanibel, the J.N. 
”Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge, Cap-
tiva Erosion Prevention District and the Captiva 
Community Panel to supply data and revise Geo-
graphic Response Maps and Area Contingency 
Plans in order to provide the St Petersburg Uni-
fied Command Center with up-to-date resource 
information for protection efforts.

• We have links to DEP, NOAA and other web sites 
for the latest information on the spill on our web 
site, www.sccf.org.

Realistically, the threat from this incident will prob-
ably remain a concern through the Summer and into the 
Fall.  One major unknown is the possible role of hurri-
canes.  All forecasters acknowledge that a major storm in 
the Gulf could greatly impact how and where the oil or 
tarballs spread.

As we learn more, we will keep you posted.

Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and SCCF

Thank You!  Thank You!
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Marine Lab-- Continued from Page 4
nearshore at sites not already part of the overall larger drift algae 
effort.  These samples were identified, dried, and catalogued for 
later isotopic composition and will help to capture an adequate 
“before release” macroalgal isotopic signature and species com-
munity composition.  Isotope studies are used to determine the 
origins of nutrients utlized by algae.

Grazers:  Sea Urchins
To determine if urchins grazing on algae affect the amount 

of algae in the water, a grazer component of the study is also 
underway, with April and May visits by Dr. Heck.  We have ini-
tiated several caging (exclusion/inclusion) experiments and are 
determining urchin survival using our RECON stations (three 
urchins were “caged” at each of four RECON sites).  

While Dr. Heck was here we sampled in mostly inshore 
areas with a trawl and looked at algal densities, changes in grazer 
composition and occurrence.  We found urchins at several sites 
we had not expected them to be present at, deployed cages and 
worked on some potential grazing directions. 

Sites for the grazing study were discussed.  James Evans of 
the City of Sanibel Natural Resource Department was involved 

in some of those discussions.  The exclosure portion of the study 
began at the Gulf of Mexico site to evaluate cage design, etc.  We 
measured urchins and deployed single cages with three live ur-
chins at four of the RECON sites (Red Fish, Blind Pass, Gulf of 
Mexico and Shell Point) to evaluate survival (determined mostly 
by salinity).  We assessed urchin densities and also are testing 
cage designs for including or excluding urchins (19 x 19 cm).  
The urchins at Shell Point have died already given the twice 
daily extreme low salinites (below 10 ppt) caused by the lake 
releases as measured by the adjacent RECON sensor.

Sites will have three or more replicate cages, and will be left 
for a minimum of one month.  Part of our collections during 
Dr. Heck’s visit also were to look at potential changes in red algae 
isotope concentrations prior to the release of Lake water in early 
May.  

The Lab has begun urchin feeding trials, offering the ur-
chins a multiple choice smorgasbord of more than one algae at 
a time; several macroalgal species common to both inshore and 
offshore sites are on the menu.  The drift algae event “timeline,” 
documenting wash-ups, has also been updated, and includes a 
species list with functional grouping.  We are also noting palat-
ability scores to indicate the preferences of urchins for different 
kinds of algae (e.g., what they eat vs. what is common or un-
common).  We have also made an updated assessment of off-
shore urchin abundance.

Acoustic/Video Mapping
Dr. Ray Grizzle (University of New Hampshire) and Greg 

Foster (NOVA Southeastern University) returned May through 
early June 2010.  The purpose of the trip was to test the accuracy 
of maps that had been constructed based on earlier sonar and 
video datasets showing the general distribution of areas likely to 
contribute to blooms of drift algae. 

They worked with Alex Rybak at SCCF to delineate areas 
for ground-truthing and related video/diving.  We are getting 
very good correspondence between towed-video and acoustic 
classification.  Main areas of interest include the live hard bot-
tom in San Carlos Bay and the rough seabed (consolidated shell 
hash) on the southwest corner of the “hump” offshore of Light-
house point.  Also some rough areas nearshore of Fort Myers 
Beach.  

A total of 120 sites distributed throughout San Carlos Bay 
and as far as 20 km offshore in the Gulf were sampled using 
towed videography. Real-time assessments of the imagery con-
firmed the presence of substantial areas with high potential for 
macroalgal production, but also indicated relatively few areas 
with high macroalgal biomass at the time of the sampling.

Analyses of the past underwater videos along the transects Eric Milbrandt and Ken Heck collecting samples of algae.
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Sanibel School students got some field experience at SCCF’s Pick 
Preserve with Richard Finkel.

Sanibel School at the Pick Preserve

In early June, WILD science teachers joined in with 
SCCF’s Education Director Kristie Anders, J.N. “Ding” 
Darling National Wildlife Refuge Lead Ranger Toni West-
land and Lee County Schools Science Coordinators Pam 
Burt and Rick Tulley. Project WILD is a collection of  in-
terdisciplinary classroom activities intended to teach criti-
cal thinking and analysis to increase students’ awareness, 
knowledge, skills and ability to act on their convictions. 

In this activity, Habitat Lap Sit people are assigned 
one of four roles:  food, water, shelter and space. This 
never-ending cycle of dependency must be present for the 
survival of wildlife. Teachers learned what would happen 
if one of these important links is missing from habitat and 
how successful wild places can be if all four are present. 

WILD Science

Marine Lab-- Continued from Page 6
is ongoing using point count software with further classification 
of percent cover along the 100-meter transects into algal func-
tional groups.  The approach is characterizing algal percent cover 
while also enumerating macroinvertebrates (e.g., pen shells, sea 
urchins, sand dollars, fish, corals) along the entire transect.

The sampling and underwater surveys are winding down 
for the determination of habitats associated with macroalgae.  
No one will miss the cold temperatures of this past January (!) 
but for many of us, the end of the bimonthly surveys is bitter-
sweet as it is one of the rare opportunities we have to visit off-
shore habitats, with the possibility of encountering large sharks 
and schools of mackeral in the water column, and corals and reef 

fish near the bottom.

New Scope
The Lab also took possession of a new Olympus BX51 re-

search grade compound microscope system with a camera at-
tachment.  This new scope will help with algae identification in 
the Lab.  It has excellent quality lenses, with magnification of 400 
- 500 times.  Special optics enable the viewing of some images 
almost in 3-D.  It can also measure flourescence in cells, another 
aid in algal identification.  It measures the pigments in the cells 
and different species can be identified by how they absorb light.  

Environmental Education

Continued on Page 9
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One woman this past season tried to talk her hus-
band into joining her on an SCCF REO (Resident Envi-
ronmental Overview)/Island Overview and he responded 
that he would rather go to the dentist.

Apparently, he was not alone in his expectation of a 
boring program -- based on the name.

Most people who do attend are spurred by positive 
word-of-mouth but it appears that the name of the pro-
gram has run its course and no longer entices people. 

SCCF began offering the REO 24 years ago, when 
Kristie was still working at the Refuge and Erick first ar-
rived at SCCF.  It has morphed over the years from an all-

day drive around the islands to its present form,  which 
includes a boat trip on Pine Island Sound.  We’ve won-
dered if it has run its course but there are plenty of new 
people moving to the islands. 

We’re asking three things:
1. Come to this program yourself (it’s being offered 

August 16). 
2. Recommend this program to your neighbors.  
3. And if you have attended an REO,  help us re-

name the program. 
It’s time for some rebranding and marketing. Call, email 

or write Kristie (kanders@sccf.org) with your suggestions.

Over the summer, we have been doing a 
little renovating.  

As you may know, a lot of the merchan-
dise from the Gift Shop has been packed 
away until this coming Fall.  

In the meantime, we have knocked out 
the wall that separated the shop and the ex-
hibit area.  The photo right was taken in the 
Gift Shop doorway.  The chair and counter, 
right, are where the display case and cash 
register were.  

You can now stand in the shop and see 
out to the swale (although not in this photo).  

The difference in the feel -- now 
one of openness and light -- is 
very positive.

During the summer, some 
Gift Shop items (T’s, books and 
a few others) have been relocat-
ed down to the Nursery (photo 
left), which has received a face 
lift in the retail area.

We are still deciding the 
future direction and location 
of the Shop.  Right now, there 
are some temporary exhibits in 
the space.  In the meantime,  
this new open space provides 
a much more welcoming en-
trance to our exhibit area.

Gift Shop:  Rethinking Space and Function

Identity Crisis:   REO in Search of a Name
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In the past I have written about 
the loss of native ground covers on 
Sanibel Island.  Historically Sanibel 
was largely open grasslands.  Cord 
grass-dominated-marshes covered the 
wetlands while diverse savannas and 
scrub habitats dominated the uplands. 
These open communities were main-
tained by seasonally high water levels 
and frequent, widespread wildfires.

With the development of Sanibel 
came roads and ditches that drained 
the wetlands and helped prevent the 
spread of wildfires and facilitated their 
being extinguished.  These changes, 
along with the introduction of the 
invasive non-native Brazilian pepper 
tree, began the process of changing 
Sanibel into a forested system.  As the 
trees and shrubs grew in, the grasses, 
sedges, forbs (the small plants other 
than grasses and sedges that make up 
the majority of the natural diversity 
of the island) were being lost.  This 
was especially true in the upland ar-
eas.  Many species that were recorded 
as being common as recently as the 
1950s are now absent.     

After some initial efforts at estab-
lishing some of these lost species met 
with little success, we decided to be-
gin trying some different methods.  In 
February of 2009, we started a small-
scale research project aimed at testing 
the use of tilling to control undesir-
able weeds in restoration plots. 

One problem in establishing 
desirable species from seed is the 
competition from weedy pioneer-
ing species like dog fennel, ragweed, 
and bidens.  These undesirable spe-

cies can dominate to the exclusion 
of others and persist for years.  The 
idea to use tilling to control weeds 
before seeding desirables came from 
an extension services manual on 
methods of growing wild flowers for 
farm production.  While this method 
might work in a large field outside of 
a natural area, we wanted to test if 
this method would work on a smaller 
scale in a natural setting. 

Plots were established and ran-
domly assigned one of four tilling 
treatments (tilling nine months, six 
months, three months, or immedi-
ately before seeding).  The idea was to 
eliminate the seed-producing plants 
as well as the seed stock already exist-
ing in the soil before seeding in the 
desirable species. 

We are now seven months post-
seeding and have begun surveying 
vegetation between treatment plots 
to see what effect the tilling has had 

on the amount of undesirable weeds. 
While results are still preliminary, it 
appears the nine and six month treat-
ments are proving useful at control-
ling at least two of our chief weeds, 
dog fennel and rag weed. We will 
continue following the plots to see 
if these results hold over the longer 
term and to see which species of seed-
ed plants are persisting.  We hope this 
information will be useful in a larger 
scale effort to restore some of the is-
land’s lost diversity.

Editor’s note:  Brad Smith has accepted 
a new position as State Land Man-
agement Director with the New Jersey 
Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, 
which is a great opportunity for him.  
By the time this issue goes to press, he 
will have moved to his new home.  We 
are sorry to see him go but wish him the 
very best!

Wildlife Habitat Management:   Re-establishing Grasslands
By Brad Smith, Wildlife Habitat Management Director

Native grasses and wildflowers growing in a test plot on the Frannie’s Preserve.

It measures epifluorescence and differential interference contrast 
(formerly called Nomarski) optics and filters and a DP72-cooled, 
super high-resolution (equivalent to 12.8 megapixels) single chip 

color CCD camera with software.  As purchased, the camera will 
also work on our Leitz-Wild stereomicroscope.  Two donors made 
this purchase possible.

Marine Lab-- Continued from Page 7
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Native Plant Nursery
SCCF

At the SCCF Native Plant Nursery you will find:
   

•	 Between	100-150	native	species	in	stock		
•	 Plants	native	to	coastal	Florida,	Sanibel	&	Captiva
•	 Plants	that	will	attract	butterflies	and	birds	to	your	yard

Native	plants	help	our	wildlife	survive	and	they	are	
adapted	to	the	wet-and-dry	extremes	of	our	climate.

Love nature?  Go Native!

•	 We	now	offer	landscaping	services*
•	 We	make	Landscaping	For	Wildlife	housecalls*	
	 (SCCF Family Members receive one complimentary 

housecall as a member benefit, plus a 10% discount on 
all Native Plant Nursery purchases.) 

*Sorry, available only on Sanibel & Captiva

SCCF Native Plant Nursery
Monday - Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

     (239) 472-1932   

Phyllis Gibson surprised SCCF Treasurer Ron at his recent 
Birthday Bash by having all of his family members -- who 
are all SCCF members -- don SCCF T-s for the celebration.
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ArchAeology And culturAl history cruises

Three new environmental education programs are being 
offered by Captiva Cruises this summer:  
• “Cruise into the Past: An Archaeological Tour” begins 

at Punta Rassa and cruises to the Mound house on 
Estero Bay where a new exhibit invites you to “walk 
into” an actual Calusa Mound to see an amazing cross 
section of 2,000 years of history.  Offered Friday, July 
23 from 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., $45 per person.    

• “Cultural History Cruise” departs from Punta Rassa.  
Archaeologist Theresa Schober, Director of Cultural 
Resources for the Town of Fort Myers Beach, will 
highlight some of the significant sites and histori-
cal accounts of the diverse cultural legacy within our 
coastal environment.  Offered Saturday, August 14 
from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., $35 per person. 

• “Family Fun Cruise & Shoreline Discovery Program” 
provides a sea-life encounter on a secluded beach.  Ex-
plore mudflats and use nets within the shallow sea-
grass beds on this naturalist-led shoreline walk.  Of-
fered Friday, July 30 and Friday, August 13 from 9 
a.m. to 12 noon, $35 adults and $20 children.  

All cruises offered by Captiva Cruises.  Reservations re-
quired.  Call 472-5300.

 dolphin And Wildlife Adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound; 
departs McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, 
$15/children.  Reservations required, call 472-5300.

islAnd overvieW (reo)
Join SCCF staff for an overview of the islands’ geology, 
natural history, living with wildlife, human history and ties 
to the greater Everglades.  Program starts at SCCF’s Nature 

Center at 1:30 p.m.  Individuals then drive up to Captiva 
and board one of Captiva Cruises boats, where the group 
will learn about the estuary and its crucial ties to the Ca-
loosahatchee and Gulf of Mexico.  The program ends on 
Captiva at 5:30 p.m.  Participants need their own transpor-
tation to and from Captiva.  Program is available Monday, 
August 16. Call for reservations by the Friday before the pro-
gram as space is limited.  The price is $25 per person.  Payment 
is expected at time of reservation. Please call 472-2329.

science At seA cruise

Be a Marine Biologist for the Day! This 90-minute trip 
will be a hands-on scientific inquiry and voyage suitable 
and fun for all ages. Crab traps and a plankton net will be 
hauled for a look at some of the components of the food 
chains. Learn by taking part in actual scientific research 
that will be utilized by SCCF’s Marine Lab.  This 1-1/2 
hour trip is $30/adult, $20/child.  Call for times and res-
ervations, 472-5300.

turtle trAcks

Sanibel Island has one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  You will also learn about 
the forces that shape the beach habitat and other local 
marine life.  Thursdays at 9 a.m. Meet at the Nature Center.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

Learn about how Sanibel first formed, around 5,000 years 
ago, at the Island Overview.

SCCF July-August 2010 Program Schedule



Page 12

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays Closed

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails          • Education Center          • Nature Shop & Bookstore
 $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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A Gift Catalog to Benefit SCCF -- Look Inside!

Join SCCF for the 25th Annual Int’l Coastal Cleanup on Sept. 18

September is slow on the islands, staff is squeezing in 
vacations in the off-season and this issue of the Member 
Update is a short one.  However, it’s short because we are 
introducing a fun, new way to raise money:  A Gift Cata-
log.  The brainchild of Martha Siders -- assisted by Linda 
Uhler, Gwenda Hiett-Clements, Ginny Gray and Heath-
er Corbin of Island Graphics -- the Gift Catalog provides 
the opportunity to support SCCF in very specific ways.

You can help fund a prescribed burn in preserve 
land; you can help fund hip waders for Wildlife Habitat 
staff when they are out sampling in the wetlands.  The 

Native Plant Nursery needs a set of propagation shelv-
ing.  Help us keep the popular butterfly house stocked 
(this summer has been tough for butterflies -- we’ve been 
fighting off ants and lizards).  Help us develop an aquar-
ium in the Nature Center to teach about the importance 
of the estuary.  The Marine Lab could use a hand-held 
GPS unit, or you can fund some mangrove seedlings for 
restoration projects.

Please take a look at the catalog inside.  It’s chock full 
of great gift ideas -- give a gift to those you love AND help 
SCCF fund ongoing programs.

September 2010

This year, SCCF will coordinate 
the cleanup on the beaches of 
Sanibel and Captiva, working with 
the Ocean Conservancy, Keep Lee 
County Beautiful and the City of 
Sanibel.  We have set the date for 
Saturday, September 18, the date 
that Lee County has said they are 
having the event.  This year, the 
International Coastal Cleanup, which 
is usually held on the third Saturday 
of the month, has been moved to 
the fourth Saturday, September 25.  
So here on the islands, we’ll get a 

bit of a jump of the international 
effort, when hundreds of thousands 
of people will descend on beaches, 
bays, and rivers all over the world to 
remove trash and debris — on land 
and under the water.  Volunteers of 
all ages from every continent will 
form the largest one-day volunteer 
event on behalf of clean oceans and 
waterways — Ocean Conservancy’s 
International Coastal Cleanup.

What makes the International 
Coastal Cleanup unique is its data 
collection component.  Volunteers 
record specific types of marine 
debris being found, allowing Ocean 
Conservancy to compile, analyze 
and track this data year-by-year and 
make discoveries about the behaviors 
that cause the debris.  The final 
information is used to educate 
the public, business, industry, and 
government officials about the 
problem.  Understanding the 
problem is the key to finding long-
lasting solutions.

The Coastal Cleanup is a 

way to get involved locally with 
an international effort, in which 
thousands of individuals are working 
together to clean up their shores – 
and have fun in the process.

Call Dee for more info at 472-
2329 or just report at 9 a.m. on 
September 18 to the SCCF Nature 
Center at 3333 San-Cap Rd. or 
Captiva Kayak at 11401 Andy Rosse 
Ln. on Captiva.

SCCF member Update

Page 1
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Natural Resource Policy:   Lake Management & River Algae

Wildlife Habitat Management:   Snowy Plovers

This has been our eighth season 
monitoring the Snowy Plovers on 
Sanibel Island with our dedicated 
staff and volunteers nest search-
ing, monitoring broods and adults, 
as well as conducting various other 
studies relative to Snowy Plover hab-
itat.  In addition the 2010 season 
was our third year monitoring the 
Snowies on Cayo Costa.

In respect to the 2009 season, the 
2010 season was very similar in that 
we had eight breeding pairs of Snowy 

Plovers which produced fifteen nests.  
All nests were located on the east 
end of the island extending from the 
Colony Resort to Gulfside City Park.  
On Sanibel, we hatched nine of our 
fifteen nests yielding a hatch rate of 
60% which is average compared to 
the previous seven years.  Predation 
and abandonment each accounted 
for 20% and 26.7% of nest failures 
respectively with washouts account-
ing for 6.7% of the nests.  

Of the nine nests that hatched on 
Sanibel there were 23 chicks, of those 
23 chicks only 5 fledged (21.7)* 
(*as of the submission of this article 
there are still two chicks on the beach 
whose fate is yet to be determined).  
The fledge rate of 21.7%* is lower 
than previous years with the excep-
tion of 2003 where Sanibel had a 
fledge rate as low as 15.6% as can be 
seen in fig.1.

On Cayo Costa, there were only 
three nesting pairs yielding three 
nests.  Two of the nests made it to 
hatch with a 66.6% hatch rate, pre-
dation accounted for 33.3% of the 
nesting failure on Cayo.  Although 
numbers are low, the hatch rate is 
over triple that of the 2009 season 
(20%).  Of the two nests five chicks 
hatched and of the five chicks, two 
made it to fledging (40%).  These 
are the first Snowy chicks to fledge 
on Cayo Costa in roughly four years; 
this could be due to increased rac-
coon trapping efforts in the state park 
to reduce predation on ground nest-
ing avian species.

The Habitat Management staff 
will continue to monitor the remain-
ing Snowy Plover chicks to determine 
their fate, as well as collect data which 
will be viewed and used in the subse-
quent years.

By Joel Caouette Snowy Plover Technician

Rae Ann Wessel is on a much-needed vacation but 
as we head to press, there is algae in the Caloosahatchee 
and Lake Okeechobee-related issues are on the radar.  In 
the U.S. House of Representatives, our Republican Con-
gressmen dropped funding for the C-43 Reservoir from 
the 2010 Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 
bill.  The C-43 Reservoir provides water storage in the 
Caloosahatchee.  The project isn’t perfect but it does help 
provide at least some storage for the excess water being 
dumped out of the lake.  

The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) 

announced in early August that the U.S. Sugar land pur-
chase will be downsized from 70,000 acres to 26,800.  We 
are concerned that the downsizing will slow the creation 
of a flow-way south of Lake Okeechobee.  Water storage 
capacity and a southern flow-way are key to Everglades 
restoration and the health of the Caloosahatchee and St. 
Lucie estuaries.

Also on the SFWMD front, the Governing Board will 
be reviewing a document that will be used as a guide for 

Continued right
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Policy -- Continued from left

ArchAeology And culturAl history cruises

Captiva Cruises is offering three special environmental 
education programs on Fridays.  All will depart from 
Marriot Sanibel Harbor Resort & Spa in Punta Rassa.
• “Family Fun Cruise & Shoreline Discovery Program”  

This sea life encounter will take you to a secluded 
beach for a naturalist-guided shoreline walk to discuss 
coastal sea life and beach dynamics.  We will explore 
mudflats and use nets within the shallow sea grass 
beds for an up-close look at some of the smaller yet 
amazing inhabitants of the Back Bay Estuary Ecosys-
tem.  Bring wading shoes and your sense of adventure 
for this hands-on Sea Life Encounter and Shoreline 
Discovery Cruise.   Friday August 13, 9 a.m. – 12 
p.m., $35/adults & $20/children.

• “Cultural History Cruise”  departs from Punta Rassa, 
this special cruise will focus on the cultural history 
of Southwest Florida.  Theresa Schober, Archeologist 
and Director of Cultural Resources for the town of 
Fort Myers Beach, will highlight some of the signifi-
cant sites and historical accounts of the diverse cul-
tural legacy within our coastal environment.  Saturday 
August 14, 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., $35/person

• “River Meets The Sea: The Cradle of Life!”             
This cooperative venture between Captiva Cruises 
and SCCF will be a hands-on experience focusing 
on the water quality and habitats within the Caloo-
sahatchee Estuary and its place within the greater 
Everglades system.  We will cruise to the mouth of 
the Caloosahatchee and look at SCCF’s River Estuary 
Coastal Observing Network (RECON) which tracks 
key water quality parameters from Lake Okeechobee 
to the Gulf of Mexico.  Part of the proceeds will ben-
efit SCCF Environmental Education programs.  Fri-
day, September 3 and Friday October 15 ~ 10 a.m. – 12 
p.m.  $35/adults & $20/children.

All cruises offered by Captiva Cruises.  Reservations re-
quired.  Call 472-5300.

 dolphin And Wildlife Adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-

land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound; 
departs McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, 
$15/children.  Reservations required, call 472-5300.

science At seA cruise

Be a Marine Biologist for the Day! This 90-minute trip 
will be a hands-on scientific inquiry and voyage suitable 
and fun for all ages. Crab traps and a plankton net will be 
hauled for a look at some of the components of the food 
chains. Learn by taking part in actual scientific research 
that will be utilized by SCCF’s Marine Lab.  This 1-1/2 
hour trip is $30/adult, $20/child.  Call for times and res-
ervations, 472-5300.

turtle trAcks

Sanibel Island has one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  You will also learn about 
the forces that shape the beach habitat and other local 
marine life.  Thursdays at 9 a.m. Meet at the Nature Center.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF September 2010 Program Schedule

when, where and how water will be released from the lake, 
the Adaptive Protocols for Lake Okeechobee Operations.  
Rae Ann has been actively involved in the process of eval-
uating the different options.  The Governing Board had 
been set to discuss the issue on August 12 but pressure from 
SCCF members and other groups may have changed their 
plans.  There will be a presentation about the plan but no 

final action will be taken.  Erick Lindblad will be attending 
the August 12 meeting in West Palm Beach.

You can read more about these subjects in our Action 
Alerts (click under Policy Action Alerts under the Policy 
tab) on our web site, www.sccf.org,.  You can sign up for 
our Alerts in the green “SCCF Newsletter” box on the 
left-hand side of the web site.

Save the Date

Saturday, November 13

Wines in the Wild
Mark your calendars now for this fun evening of good 
wine, good food and good company.  Our theme this 
year will be Organic, Sustainable and Biodynamic.

Help to sponsor this event by joining our Host Com-
mittee.  Contact Linda Uhler 472-3817 or Cheryl 
Giattini 395- 2768 for details.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays Closed

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails          • Education Center          • Nature Shop & Bookstore
 $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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Our Islands  

Help us Help

A Gift CAtAloG to Benefit

Fund a prescribed burn 
for the one who lights your fire! 

Take a seat!
Purchase a chair for SCCF programs 

to honor your favorite retiree.
Give a gift of  

snowy plover protection.

Help the Marine Lab 
scientists keep our 
estuary healthy.

What’s more grand than a gift 
that makes your heart flutter?

Great 
Gift 
Ideas!

Habitat Management
             
HM1 Animal Trap  ____  at $   20  $ ____  
HM2 Fish Trap  ____  at $   30 $ ____  
HM3 Hip Waders ____  at $   90 $ ____  
HM4 Silt Fencing   ____  at $ 200  $ ____  
HM5 Hose Section ____  at $ 160  $ ____
HM6 Drip Torch ____  at $ 160  $ ____
HM7 Nozzle  ____  at $ 185   $ ____
HM8 Foam Kit  ____  at $ 200   $ ____
HM9 Entire Set-up ____  at $ 750   $ ____
HM10 Plover Nest ____  at $   30   $ ____

Native Plant Nursery
NPN1 Intern  ____  at $ 800   $ ____
NPN2 Potting Soil ____  at $   40   $ ____
NPN3 Snips ____  at $   10  $ ____
NPN4 Pruner ____  at $   25   $ ____
NPN5 Soil Knife ____  at $   25   $ ____
NPN6 Pruning Saw____  at $   25  $ ____
NPN7 Shovel ____  at $   30   $ ____
NPN8 Pitchfork ____  at $   50   $ ____
NPN9 Complete Set____  at $ 165  $ ____
NPN10 Shelves  ____  at $  600  $ ____
NPN11 Plant Signs ____  at $   20  $ ____

ORDER FORM
Environmental Education   

EE1 Aquarium  ____  at $   25   $ ____
EE2 Chair  ____  at $   50   $ ____
EE3 Docent  ____  at $ 100   $ ____
EE4 Program ____  at $   50   $ ____
EE5 Butterflies  ____  at $ 100   $ ____

Marine Lab
ML1 Scientist Travel
 ____  at $ 500   $ ____
ML2 Scientist Accommodations 
 ____  at $ 500   $ ____
ML3 Mangrove ____  at $ 125   $ ____

ML4 Fishtank Equipment 
 ____  at $ 300   $ ____
ML5 Fishtank Pump 
 ____  at $ 300   $ ____ 
ML6 GPS ____  at $ 300   $ ____
ML7 Temp Sensor ____  at $ 125   $ ____

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 
FOR ALL CATEGORIES    
 $___________

      METHOD OF PAYMENT 
NAME  ___________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS ________________________________________________

       ________________________________________________ 

PHONE ____________________  E-MAIL ______________________  

____ Check made out to SCCF for $_____
____ Charge for the amount of   $______

___Visa  ___ Master Card  ___ American Express
Credit Card Number _____________________________________ 

Exp. Date ____________
Name as it appears on card ________________________________

MAIL TO SCCF CATALOG, BOX 839, SANIBEL FL 33957
Please send me _____ (number) of  cards and envelopes to

 personalize and send to the recipient.

butterflies for birthdays... a plover nest for a grandchild....
hip waders for a fisherman.... a visiting scientist for a graduate....

training materials in memory of  someone special....

WELCOME to the 2010/2011 
GIFT CATALOG to BENEFIT SCCF

WHO is it for? Members and friends of  the Sanibel-Captiva  
Conservation Foundation who are interested in an innovative way to 
support the important work of  the Foundation while also solving their 
gift giving needs.

WHAT does it do?  Provides a list of  gift ideas appropriate for  
special occasions, thank yous, and honoring friends and family who 
share your interest in protecting and preserving our islands and the 
waters surrounding them.

WHEN can I use it?  Birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, holidays,  and  
other special occasions. What about retirement, memorials or thank 
you gifts? Don’t forget to use it as a reference if  someone asks you for 
a gift suggestion.

WHERE does my money go? To one of  the four areas that  
constitute SCCF’s efforts to educate and encourage public  
involvement in environmental issues as well as protecting and  
maintaining the land and marine habitats entrusted to our care.

HOW do I order? On the convenient form at the end of  this  
booklet. You will receive an acknowledgment of  your gift to SCCF as 
well as a formal “Gift Receipt Certificate” suitable for sending to the 
person the gift honors.

THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS! Keep this catalog on hand 
for your future gift giving needs. You will receive recognition in the 
SCCF newsletter and special acknowledgement for some larger items 
or program sponsorship.

 
mangroves for a kayaker.... 

plant signs for a gardener.... a folding chair for a retiree.... 
a fire hose for someone who sets your heart on fire....  

# #$ amt. $ amt.

SCCF is dedicated to the comservation of  coastal habitats and aquatic rescources 
on Sanibel and Captiva and in the surrounding watershed.
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HABITAT MANAGEMENT

Watch Out For Our Wildlife
To evaluate the impact of  management on restored land, SCCF 
monitors the same site over time to establish a trend line for the 
health of  the habitat including the presence and return of  wildlife. 
Specific sampling gear helps us accomplish this task.
HM1 Small live animal trap – $20
HM2 Fish trap – $30 
HM3 Hip wader – $90
HM4 Silt fencing – $200
 
A Prescribed Burn is a Good Burn 
The ability to conduct prescribed burns is essential to maintaining a 
healthy and productive ecosystem on Sanibel. Fire quickly recycles 
nutrients into the soil and clears away brush and trees that invade the 
savannahs which provide habitat for much of  the prey species such 
as fish, dragonflies, grasshoppers, butterflies and moths, native rats 
and rabbits. HM9 includes a meeting with staff  to learn about the 
process of  a burn.
Fund all or part of  a prescribed burn
HM5 Fire hose by section – $160
HM6 Drip torch fire starter – $160
HM7 Twin tip nozzle – $185
HM8 Foam suppressor kit – $200
HM9 An entire fire hose set up – $750
    
Adopt A Snowy Plover
Our islands support a nesting population of  Snowy Plovers each 
spring and summer. Volunteers and staff  monitor the nesting sites 
until the babies fledge. As part of  our program, the adult birds are 
banded for identification with a unique combination of  colored 
bands. Nest adopters will receive an adoption certificate with a 
picture of  the nest and a newsletter detailing the season.
HM10 Adopt a Plover Nest – $30

MArINE LAB 
Share The Knowledge
The Marine Lab offers access to amazing diversity and quantity of  
marine life which attracts interest by highly regarded research groups 
and individuals. Having a visiting scientist at the lab can amplify our 
research through collaborations. The sponsor/sponsors will have an 
opportunity to meet their visiting scientist during his/her stay.
Sponsor a visiting scientist:
ML1 Travel costs – $500
ML2 Accommodations – $500 
Support A Healthy Estuary
Mangroves provide valuable habitat for fish and invertebrates and 
provide storm surge and wind protection for our homes and the  
Marine Lab. Funds pay for seedlings collected and planted as needed 
with existing permits in areas where research can be enhanced.
ML3 Fund the planting of  mangrove seedlings – $125

Window On Our World
One of  the most important responsibilities of  science is to effectively 
generate enthusiasm for environmental protection to the public. One 
way of  communicating directly to all ages is through a local saltwater 
fishtank display. The Marine Lab has been donated a 90 gallon fish 
tank and needs miscellaneous equipment including a filter and 
skimmer to get it set up.
ML4 Fishtank equipment – $300 

Pump It Up
The pump on the tank system is an essential item for the operation 
and maintenance of  the livestock. This needs to be replaced every 
couple of  years.
ML5 Fishtank pump – $300

Keep Us Up And running
The Marine Lab staff  need everyday essentials to make their jobs 
more efficient.
ML6 Provide hand-held GPS for research and boats – $300
ML7 Underwater temperature sensor – $125
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NATIvE PLANT NUrSEry 
Give A Helping Hand 
Native Plant Nursery interns learn everything from propagation to 
landscaping for wildlife design to plant installation and maintenance. 
This experience helps them launch their professional careers or 
provides practical knowledge for the pursuit of  a graduate degree. 
Intern sponsors can meet their intern for a guided tour of  the nursery.
NPN1 Sponsor an intern for a month – $800
 
Dig This
Potting soil is the main ingredient in the Native Plant Nursery’s 
arsenal of  materials. Keep our nursery plants thriving by purchasing 
a cubic yard of  rich loam.
NPN2 Potting soil – $40
 
Tools Of  The Trade
Any job is easier with the right equipment. This is even more  
important in a professional nursery where the wear and tear  
necessitates replacement of  tools frequently throughout the year. 
Buy a garden tool set or individual items.
NPN3 Snips – $10
NPN4 Pruner – $25
NPN5 Soil knife for weeding - $25
NPN6 Pruning saw – $25
NPN7 Shovel – $30
NPN8 Pitchfork – $50 
NPN9 Complete set of  garden tools – $165
 
ready. Set. Grow. 
Often the Nursery germinates seeds for plants with which they have 
limited experience or limited amounts of  seeds or plants that are 
simply difficult to grow. The optimal conditions provided by this set 
of  propagation shelving will ensure these seedlings get the best start.
NPN10 Fund propagation shelving – $600
 
Name That Plant
Labels for the plants in the Nursery’s demonstration plantings will show 
each species scientific and common name and characteristics. These 
aluminum signs will be used in our display area to provide a valuable 
resource for customers.
NPN11 Fund plant sign – $20
 

ENvIrONMENTAL EDUCATION
 
A Fish Named Wanda 
We are developing an aquarium in the Nature Center. Fund a 
fish and come visit it in its new home.
EE1 Aquarium – $25 

Have A Seat
We are in need of  some new chairs to accommodate people 
attending meetings, trainings, lectures and symposiums. 
EE2 One folding chair – $50
 
Knowledge Is Power
We have expanded our volunteer opportunities to include 
docents in our Nature Center. These volunteers help visitors 
understand how our displays and programs define our mission. 
Help to underwrite the production of  training materials for 
these volunteers.
EE3 Docent training materials for the Nature Center – $100

Learn All About It
Our popular weekly programs on the various species found on 
the islands teach residents and visitors how to live in harmony 
with wildlife. Bobcats, alligators, sea turtles and reptiles are just 
some of  the creatures explored. Your sponsorship will be noted 
at the program.
EE4 Sponsor a program – $50

Butterflies Aren’t Free
Visitors to SCCF, young and old alike, love communing with the 
beautiful creatures in the Butterfly House. Help keep this popular 
exhibit stocked for a month.
EE5 Stock the Butterfly House – $100
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Habitat Management
             
HM1 Animal Trap  ____  at $   20  $ ____  
HM2 Fish Trap  ____  at $   30 $ ____  
HM3 Hip Waders ____  at $   90 $ ____  
HM4 Silt Fencing   ____  at $ 200  $ ____  
HM5 Hose Section ____  at $ 160  $ ____
HM6 Drip Torch ____  at $ 160  $ ____
HM7 Nozzle  ____  at $ 185   $ ____
HM8 Foam Kit  ____  at $ 200   $ ____
HM9 Entire Set-up ____  at $ 750   $ ____
HM10 Plover Nest ____  at $   30   $ ____

Native Plant Nursery
NPN1 Intern  ____  at $ 800   $ ____
NPN2 Potting Soil ____  at $   40   $ ____
NPN3 Snips ____  at $   10  $ ____
NPN4 Pruner ____  at $   25   $ ____
NPN5 Soil Knife ____  at $   25   $ ____
NPN6 Pruning Saw____  at $   25  $ ____
NPN7 Shovel ____  at $   30   $ ____
NPN8 Pitchfork ____  at $   50   $ ____
NPN9 Complete Set____  at $ 165  $ ____
NPN10 Shelves  ____  at $  600  $ ____
NPN11 Plant Signs ____  at $   20  $ ____

ORDER FORM
Environmental Education   

EE1 Aquarium  ____  at $   25   $ ____
EE2 Chair  ____  at $   50   $ ____
EE3 Docent  ____  at $ 100   $ ____
EE4 Program ____  at $   50   $ ____
EE5 Butterflies  ____  at $ 100   $ ____

Marine Lab
ML1 Scientist Travel
 ____  at $ 500   $ ____
ML2 Scientist Accommodations 
 ____  at $ 500   $ ____
ML3 Mangrove ____  at $ 125   $ ____

ML4 Fishtank Equipment 
 ____  at $ 300   $ ____
ML5 Fishtank Pump 
 ____  at $ 300   $ ____ 
ML6 GPS ____  at $ 300   $ ____
ML7 Temp Sensor ____  at $ 125   $ ____

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 
FOR ALL CATEGORIES    
 $___________

      METHOD OF PAYMENT 
NAME  ___________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS ________________________________________________

       ________________________________________________ 

PHONE ____________________  E-MAIL ______________________  

____ Check made out to SCCF for $_____
____ Charge for the amount of   $______

___Visa  ___ Master Card  ___ American Express
Credit Card Number _____________________________________ 

Exp. Date ____________
Name as it appears on card ________________________________

MAIL TO SCCF CATALOG, BOX 839, SANIBEL FL 33957
Please send me _____ (number) of  cards and envelopes to

 personalize and send to the recipient.
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hip waders for a fisherman.... a visiting scientist for a graduate....

training materials in memory of  someone special....

WELCOME to the 2010/2011 
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WHO is it for? Members and friends of  the Sanibel-Captiva  
Conservation Foundation who are interested in an innovative way to 
support the important work of  the Foundation while also solving their 
gift giving needs.

WHAT does it do?  Provides a list of  gift ideas appropriate for  
special occasions, thank yous, and honoring friends and family who 
share your interest in protecting and preserving our islands and the 
waters surrounding them.

WHEN can I use it?  Birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, holidays,  and  
other special occasions. What about retirement, memorials or thank 
you gifts? Don’t forget to use it as a reference if  someone asks you for 
a gift suggestion.

WHERE does my money go? To one of  the four areas that  
constitute SCCF’s efforts to educate and encourage public  
involvement in environmental issues as well as protecting and  
maintaining the land and marine habitats entrusted to our care.

HOW do I order? On the convenient form at the end of  this  
booklet. You will receive an acknowledgment of  your gift to SCCF as 
well as a formal “Gift Receipt Certificate” suitable for sending to the 
person the gift honors.

THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS! Keep this catalog on hand 
for your future gift giving needs. You will receive recognition in the 
SCCF newsletter and special acknowledgement for some larger items 
or program sponsorship.

 
mangroves for a kayaker.... 

plant signs for a gardener.... a folding chair for a retiree.... 
a fire hose for someone who sets your heart on fire....  

# #$ amt. $ amt.

SCCF is dedicated to the comservation of  coastal habitats and aquatic rescources 
on Sanibel and Captiva and in the surrounding watershed.
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Help us Help

A Gift CAtAloG to Benefit

Fund a prescribed burn 
for the one who lights your fire! 

Take a seat!
Purchase a chair for SCCF programs 

to honor your favorite retiree.
Give a gift of  

snowy plover protection.

Help the Marine Lab 
scientists keep our 
estuary healthy.

What’s more grand than a gift 
that makes your heart flutter?

Great 
Gift 
Ideas!
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Alligators and Island Golf Courses
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By Dee Serage
Living with Wildlife Educator

Most island alligators are found 
in the man-made lakes in our sub-
divisions and golf courses which pro-
vide year round deep water, plenty 
of fish, and great sun basking in the 
winter.  These neighborhood lakes 
also bring gators into close proxim-
ity with humans.  

Golf course staff have daily 
contact with these living dinosaurs.  
Much of their work is done close to 
water edges with no alligator mis-
haps occurring!  For golf course 
staff to have a better understanding 
of alligator behavior makes humans 
and gators safer.   They might be 
the first to spot an aggressive gator 
thus looking out for the safety of 
the neighborhoods.  

On June 18 at the SCCF Na-
ture Center, alligator behaviorist, Dr. 
Kent Vliet from the University of 
Florida taught golf course staff from 
the The Sanctuary Golf Club, Beach-
view Golf & Tennis Club, and The 
Dunes Golf & Tennis Club, the art 
of observing alligator body language.  

They learned what it means if a 

gator is floating high or low in the 
water.  You can tell if a gator is upset 
by the tilt of the head and the angle 
of the waterline along the bottom 
lip.  Who knew?  

Participants learned that gators 
basking in the winter sun are just try-
ing to get warm and may not eat for 
long periods of time if it is cold because 
they can’t digest.  Gators rarely feed 
when temperatures dip below 73 de-
grees.   Golf course managers left the 
class thinking of ways to buffer bask-
ing gators in the winter to reduce player 
views and contact during season.

The Sanctuary Golf Course, 
with the help of Dr. Vliet, is rework-
ing and adding a new basking area 
in response to relocating a very large 
non-aggressive gator which became 
accustomed to golf carts and would 
not move off of a tee area.  This ga-

tor was legally relocated to an alliga-
tor farm in Lakeland. 

Dr. Vliet emphasized that the af-
fect of removing a non-aggressive large 
gator just because it is big can change 
the pecking order in that gator com-
munity and may not necessarily make 
us safer.  Of the approximately 23 
deaths due to alligator attacks since 
1948 in Florida, half were caused by 
people swimming where they shouldn’t 
and most of the rest by gators that had 
been fed by humans.  The answer to 
human  and gator safety is:
• making sure no one feeds gators
• keeping children and dogs away 

from fresh water edges, and 
• never approaching closer than 20 ft.

Stay tuned for an “Alligator Be-
havior” class for homeowners this 
winter. 

From left:  John McCabe, The Sanctuary Golf Club; Dee Serage, Dr. Kent Vliet, 
University of Florida and Kyle Sweet, The Sanctuary Golf Club.
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Wines in the Wild
A Wine Tasting Celebrating Our Good Nature

Saturday, November 13
    

SCCF
    

6 - 8 p.m.

Explore the Foundation grounds while sampling 
a delicious array of food and wine.  Our theme 

this year will be
“Organic, Sustainable and Biodynamic.”

Enjoy a fun evening while supporting 
SCCF programs!

$75 per person

For reservations call SCCF at 472-2329

Help to sponsor this event by joining our 
Host Committee.  For details, please contact:

 Linda Uhler at 472-3817 or 
 Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768
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This sea turtle season has been busy in a number 
of ways.  In addition to our usual monitoring responsi-
bilities and the extra efforts to protect our nests in the 
event of oil reaching Sanibel and Captiva, SCCF’s Sea 
Turtle Research & Monitoring Program also partici-
pated in a research study by Dr. Jeanette Wyneken of 
Florida Atlantic University.  

Dr. Wyneken’s ongoing study looks at the sex ratios of 
hatchling sea turtles on Florida’s beaches.  The process begins 
with placing a temperature sensor in a sea turtle nest.  It re-
cords the temperature within the nest as it incubates.  Shortly 
before the nest’s hatch date, a wire mesh cage is placed over 
the nest, which catches the hatchlings as they emerge.  Ten 
hatchlings are selected to go to Dr. Wyneken’s lab, the rest 
are released.   When the hatchlings are large enough, usu-
ally in about two months, Dr. Wyneken uses a laparoscopic 
procedure to determine the sex of each hatchling.  Without 
this procedure, which she pioneered, it would be impossible 
to determine the sex of a sea turtle before it reached adult-
hood—more than 20 years down the road.  

After the sex is determined, the hatchlings are taken out 
for release.  The lab determines where their siblings would 
be at that time and releases the hatchlings in that area. 

We were lucky enough to get to take a tour of her lab 
at the Gumbo Limbo Nature Center in Boca Raton.  Cur-
rently, the lab is home to three species of sea turtles -- green, 

Sanibel Hatchlings Are Part of FAU Sea Turtle Research
By Amanda Bryant, Sea Turtle Coordinator

Left:  Loggerhead hatchlings from Sanibel waiting to be large 
enough for the laparoscopy.  Sea turtle volunteers may re-
member Wyneken speaking at SCCF several years ago.  She 
noted then that the hatchlings had to be kept separated be-
cause “they’re not very nice to each other.” 

Leatherback turtles are pelagic (open ocean) species that don’t 
understand boundaries.  They swim continuously and do not 
register the fact that there’s a wall in front of them.  The lab 
created a leash system that allows them to swim freely around 
their tank, without touching the sides.  Without this restraint, 
they would continuously swim into the sides of their tank, in-
juring themselves.

Like Planning Events?  We Would Love Some Volunteers
As we head into season, we will have a great need for people willing to help with upcoming events.  Help would 

be greatly appreciated with things like invitation mailing, RSVPs, nametags, menu planning/caterer coordination, 
shopping and enlisting the set-up/breakdown crews.  We’d like to invite all interested folks to a meeting in the very 
near future.  If you would be able to help, please give Cheryl Giattini a call at 395-2768.

Leatherbacks on a leash

loggerhead, and leatherback turtles -- and is currently one 
of the only labs in the world that can keep leatherback 
hatchlings alive.  
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October is Monofilament Madness Month

Page 4

The Keep Lee County Beautiful Marine Cleanup is 
an annual event during which volunteers go out in boats, 
kayaks, canoes, jet skis and anything else that floats, to 
remove monofilament fishing line and other harmful de-
bris from the mangrove areas of Lee County. The boat-
ers begin working at safe light (dawn) and continue until 
around noon at which time they are treated to a Volunteer 
Appreciation Barbecue by Sam Galloway Ford. Because of 
the focus on fishing line, the project committee has affec-
tionately dubbed the cleanup “Monofilament Madness.” 

It is hoped that through 
educational awareness, 
the people who are caus-
ing the problem will be 
reached and their be-
havior modified so that, 
among other reasons, 
wildlife will be spared 
agonizing deaths from 
entanglement in monofilament fishing line.

Join SCCF for our first annual Monofilament Mad-
ness Month by collecting mangrove debris any time in 
October and participating in the finale on October 31, 
9 until noon at the SCCF Nature Center.  Throughout 
October, take pictures of your debris and monofilament 
finds. Send them to dserage@sccf.org.  From the pictures 
we will pick a recipient of the Mad Hatter award for best 
junk or the biggest monofilament glob. Your photos will 
help promote this month-long cleanup of our precious 
mangroves and wildlife.

Call 472-2329 and ask for Dee for more information 
and to participate.

Join SCCF and Keep Lee County Beautiful for Monofilament Madness
By Dee Serage, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator
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By Jenny Evans, Native Plant Nursery Manager
This summer, nursery staff spent countless 

hours and a great deal of hard work enhancing the 
new restroom facility at the Sanibel boat ramp.  

The project included installing native plants 
immediately around the restroom itself as well as 
enhancing the buffer between the restroom and the 
adjoining parking lot.  

Over 800 plants were put in the ground, rep-
resenting over 50 different species, including many 
plants listed as threatened or endangered by the State 
of Florida.  Next time you are headed off-island, stop 
by and take a look at the new landscaping! 

Native Plant Nursery Beautifies Sanibel’s Boat Ramp

Marine Lab Helps with Pine Island Sound Scallop Survey
On August 28, the SCCF Marine Lab participated in 

the first-ever Pine Island Sound Scallop Search, a survey 
by volunteers to document the number of bay scallops at 
various locations in Pine Island Sound.  This was the first 
year the survey was conducted in upper Pine Island Sound 
(see map).  Annual surveys in Tampa Bay began in 1996 
and Sarasota and Charlotte counties now survey their bay 
scallop populations in late summer.

Support for the Pine Island Sound survey was orga-
nized by Joy Hazell, the Lee County Florida Sea Grant 
Extension Agent, who put together all of the funding and 
coordinated efforts by SCCF’s Marine Lab, the Florida Fish 
& Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI), Charlotte Harbor 
National Estuary Program and the Pineland Marina, which 
hosted the event.  Loren Coen and Mark Thompson were  
SCCF’s coordinating staff.  Alex Rybak (the Lab’s GIS/Da-
tabase Manager,) prepared all of the critical maps for the 
volunteer survey packages.  He will be assisting with the 
mapping of scallop densities, following what the other in-
volved counties have provided.

This builds upon work begun by the Lab in 2003 with 
FWRI to assess bay scallop populations in Pine Island 
Sound.  The Lab currently has several proposals submitted 
to continue and expand the scallop work.

The volunteers found 335 bay scallops, compared to 
163 from Charlotte County, 32 
from Tampa Bay and 17 from 
Sarasota County (the other sur-
veys were conducted within the 
two weeks preceding the Pine 
Island Sound survey).

SCCF’s Marine Lab has been monitoring scallops in 
southern Pine Island Sound for several years on a monthly 
basis.  For the past two years, the Lab has enlisted the help 
of volunteer scallop “farmers” to grow scallops off their 
docks, providing valuable data that will aid bay scallop 
(Argopecten irradians) recovery in Pine Island Sound.  

Alex Rybak’s GIS map showing seagrass beds in 2004 and the 
grid for the August 28 scallop survey.

Page 5



Page 6

AnnuAl Meeting -- DeceMber 7
Save the date for our Annual Meeting, which will be at 5 
p.m. on Tuesday, December 7.  More details to follow as the 
date gets closer.

bobcAt tAles

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are in 

trouble, bobcats seem to be 
flourishing through most 
of their North American 
range.  No one knows how 
many bobcats there are on 
Sanibel and Captiva but 
according to the book this 
adaptable feline’s ability to 
survive close to humans is 
one of the reasons for the 
bobcat’s success.  Rats and 
mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  To 
learn more about the biol-
ogy and society of this shy 

feline that moves so peacefully among us, you are invited to 
attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, October 20 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

celebrAte sAnibel- conservAtion History of sAnibel

SCCF will be participating in Celebrate Sanibel week in 
November.  Learn more about local history at this pro-
gram that will review the founding of the Refuge, estab-
lishment of SCCF, incorporation of the City, the writing 
of the Sanibel Plan and more that have contributed to 
Sanibel’s amazing preservation of land, open space and 
wildlife.  November 9 and 10, 9:30  a.m. at SCCF.  Free.

Dinner witH A siDe of wilDlife, PleAse

Alligators, wading birds, maybe even a crocodile will be 
on the front side of dinner at the Dunes this winter.  With 
all those lakes, golf courses attract wildlife that is easily 
observable.  A 45-minute wildlife tour by golf cart will be 
lead by an interpreter from SCCF.  Dinner from the menu 
will follow.   The wildlife tour leaves from the clubhouse at 
4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 20 and 27.  Reservations 
are required, please call the Dunes at 472-3355 and ask for 
Julayne.  Cost including tax and tip is $30.  Please call Dee 
at 472-2329 for more info.

 

DolPHin AnD wilDlife ADventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound; 
departs McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, 
$15/children.  Reservations required, call 472-5300.

gAtor tAles

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. Flori-
da’s history of gators and humans are 
closely intertwined. To learn about 
these fascinating creatures and what 
we must do to ensure our safety and 
their survival on the islands please 
attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesday, 
October 13 at 10 a.m. at the Nature 

Center. Call 472-2329 for more information.

islAnD tAles

Acquaint yourself with Sanibel, Captiva and Pine Island 
Sound through a program that keeps you on the go. Peo-
ple and their cars will rendezvous on Sanibel at SCCF’s 
Nature Center and explore what it has to offer. Then 
drive to Captiva’s Cemetery (by Chapel by the Sea) for 
lessons about the people that settled here. From there, on-
ward to board a Captiva Cruises boat for a trip through 
Pine Island Sound.
  Discover how the islands were made and how homestead-
ers, hurricanes and heroes shaped the islands’ character. 
At the Nature Center turtles, tortoises and terrapins help 
to tell the story. While on the boat, the possibility of see-
ing dolphins, pelicans and other birdlife will demonstrate 
the rich abundance of wildlife surrounding these islands.  
Lead story teller is Kristie Anders.  Monday, October 18 
and Monday, November 15 from 2 - 5:30 p.m.  The cost is 
$25 per person. For reservations call SCCF at 472-2329.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF October 2010 Program Schedule

ProgrAMs At A glAnce

Week of Oct. 3 -- Turtle Tracks
Week of Oct. 10 -- Gator Tales, River Meets Sea, Turtle 

Tracks
Week of Oct. 17 -- Bobcat Tales, Dinner with Wildlife 

Tour, Turtle Tracks
Week of Oct. 24 -- Dinner with Wildlife Tour, Otter 

Tales, Turtle Tracks
Week of Oct. 31 -- Turtle Tracks
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SCCF October 2010 Program Schedule

on your own At tHe nAture center

butterfly House 
Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.

HuMAn uses of floriDA nAtive PlAnts

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

wAlking trAils & observAtion tower

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.

otter tAles

No one knows how many North American river otters 
live on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer 

since Hurricane Char-
ley.  Come and learn 
about this large, 
aquatically adapted 
member of the weasel 
family.  River otters 
are strong and grace-
ful swimmers that 
capture the hearts 
of all who see them.  
Otter sightings have 
increased recently on 
SCCF trails.  Follow-

ing the program take a walk on the trail and view an otter 
communication sight.  Wednesday, October 27 at 10 a.m. 
in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.

river Meets tHe seA: tHe crADle of life!
SCCF and Captiva Cruises are offering a hands-on cruise 
to explore the mouth of the Caloosahatchee and its estu-
ary. Passengers will be conducting their own water sam-
pling while traveling through the extraordinary back bay 
waters. Several of SCCF’s River Estuary Coastal Ob-
serving Network (RECON) sensors are located nearby.  
RECON tracks key water quality parameters from Lake 
Okeechobee to the Gulf of Mexico. We will discuss our 
linkage to the greater Everglades Ecosystem which in-
cludes the entire watershed from Orlando to Florida Bay 
and everything in between.
  This cruise will be led by Kristie Anders and Captiva 
Cruises’ Environmental Educator, Richard Finkel. Pro-
ceeds from these cruises will help support SCCF’s Educa-
tion Fund. Join us for this opportunity to explore, dis-
cover and enjoy our environment!   Friday, October 15, 
10 a.m. - noon.  Departure is from Sanibel Harbor Marriot 
Resort and Spa, near the Sanibel toll plaza. Valet parking 
is available. Reservations required; call Captiva Cruises at 
472-5300.  $35 adults and $20 children under 12.\

science At seA cruise

Be a Marine Biologist for the Day! This 90-minute Cap-
tiva Cruises trip will be a hands-on scientific inquiry and 
voyage suitable and fun for all ages. Crab traps and a 
plankton net will be hauled for a look at some of the com-
ponents of the food chains. Learn by taking part in actual 
scientific research that will be utilized by SCCF’s Marine 
Lab.  This 1-1/2 hour trip is $30/adult, $20/child.  Call 
for times and reservations, 472-5300.

turtle trAcks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  You will also learn about 
the forces that shape the beach habitat and other local 
marine life.  Thursdays at 9 a.m. Meet at the Nature Center.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

wines in tHe wilD

Mark your calendars now for this fun evening on the 
boardwalks of SCCF.  We’ll have good wine, good food 
and good company!  Our theme this year will be “Organ-
ic, Sustainable and Biodynamic.”  Help to sponsor this 
event by joining our Host Committee.  Contact Linda 
Uhler at 472-3817 or Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 for 
details.  Saturday, November 13 from 6 - 8 p.m.  Tickets are 
$75.  Reservations preferred.  Please sign up by calling SCCF 
at 472-2329.

SCCF Out and About
Stop by and visit us at the following island events:
• “Ding” Darling Days, Sunday, October 17.             

11 a.m.-4 p.m.
• Bailey Fest, Sunday, October 24.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays Closed

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails          • Education Center          • Nature Shop & Bookstore
 $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   

NON PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
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November 2010

SCCF member Update

On October 28, SCCF’s Execu-
tive Director, Erick Lindblad, and the 
Board of Trustees made an historic 
announcement:

SCCF has signed an option agree-
ment to purchase the 28.3 acre Bailey 
Family Homestead! 

While the option was signed this 
past June, the fundraising campaign 
was launched on October 28.

The cornerstone of our $5.3 mil-
lion “Honoring the Past – Protecting 
the Future” fundraising campaign, 
this land acquisition must be complet-
ed by June 24, 2011 according to the 
one-year option agreement.

The purchase price for the Bai-
ley Homestead is $4 million.  SCCF 
has traditionally raised the money for 
land restoration and ongoing man-
agement at the time of purchase; this 
10% of the purchase price amounts 
to $400,000.  $225,000 has been 
included for the initial restoration 
of the Bailey home, and in order to 
continue our conservation work on 
the islands, our operating cost of 

$675,000 has been included.
Please watch the mail for SCCF’s 

Annual Report and the enclosed 
campaign brochure. They explain 
the details of the campaign, includ-
ing the intended uses of the property 
for islanders, visitors, and native and 
migratory wildlife.

“I know this will be a tremendous 
challenge, particularly in this economy,” 

said Lindblad. “But, forgiving my gram-
mar, we can’t not do this. This is an un-
believable opportunity to ‘keep Sanibel 
Sanibel,’ and we’ll need unprecedented 
support if we’re to be successful.”

To tour the property, and learn 
more about naming opportunities 
and other ways you can help, please 
call Erick Lindblad at 472-2329 or 
Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768.

It’s Official!

Above:  Erick invited Francis Bailey to talk about 
the history of the property. Left:  Following the 
announcement, Francis Bailey, a former Sani-
bel mayor, joined other former mayors and City 
Manager Judie Zimomra.  From left:  Mark 
(Bird) Westall, Carla Johnston, Mick Denham, 
Bailey, Jerry Muench, Zimomra, Nola Theiss 
and Wally Kain.  

SCCF Trustees and Campaign Committee members just after unveiling the cam-
paign sign — with $750 thousand already raised — at the October 28 announce-
ment on the Bailey property.



Page 2

Continued right

Philip Puschel
Philip and his wife Roberta had 

long had a long list of requirements 
for their retirement location, but by 
the end of their first weekend on San-
ibel, they had bought land on which 
they hoped to build.  

The building never happened, 
but two years later, in 1996 they 
bought their current home on Sani-

bel and retired there in 2000.  
Philip has a Bachelors degree 

from Hamilton College and an 
MBA from Stanford University.  Af-
ter spending three years as an offi-
cer in the U.S. Navy’s Pacific fleet, 
he returned east to New York City.   
There  he joined the home furnish-
ings company, F. Schumacher & 
Co.  His entire career of 34 years 
was spent at Schumacher, the last 19 
years as Chief Executive Officer and 
Chairman for the last 27 years.  

Philip was a founding member 
of the Kent (CT) Land Trust and 
he served on its Board and Advisory 
Committee for ten years.  He has also 
been involved with land conservation 
in Vermont where he spends part of   
the summer.  Philip led the fundrais-
ing campaign for his 50th Hamilton 
reunion, reaching record highs.  He 
and his wife have been active   in San-
ibel with SCCF, CROW, and BIG 
ARTS fundraising efforts.  Philip and 
Roberta are Life Members of SCCF.

Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Claude received his Ph.D. from 

N. C. State University in 1971, having 
studied marine and estaurine biology 
in the Dept. of Zoology.  During his 
graduate studies and subsequent post-
doctoral posts at The University of 
Georgia and Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, he was involved with the startups 
of two small marine research labs.

For many years Claude worked 
in the medical device field, managing 
research and development of many 
innovative and successful diagnos-
tic and therapeutic devices.  Among 
them were immuno-diagnostics, neo-
natal intensive care devices, cryosur-
gical units, and cardiac resuscitation 
devices.  In 2000 Claude joined his 

wife Marsha to form a successful real 
estate team in Annapolis, Maryland.

Claude and Marsha were looking 
for a place in the sun to escape the 
Maryland winter and visited Sani-
bel in the fall of 2001.  Both biolo-
gists and conservationists, they fell in 
love with the island and bought their 
first condo in 2002 and the second 
in 2003.  They retired from real es-
tate in Annapolis, sold their home on 
the Chesapeake Bay, and moved to a 
home on Sanibel full time in 2007.

Claude and Marsha have been 
members of SCCF for several years 
and Claude has been a volunteer 
member of the Marine Lab commit-
tee for the last two years.

Robbie Roepstorff
Robbie is the President, Di-

rector and Co-founder of Edison 
National Bank and Bank of the Is-
lands.  The bank was founded by 
Robbie and her husband, Geoffrey 
Roepstorff in 1997.  Robbie and 
Geoff are longstanding supporters 
of SCCF.  Through Bank of the Is-
lands, they have sponsored publica-
tion of SCCF’s Annual Report, past 
Earth Day celebrations, and the 
Wines in the Wild fundraising event.  
They have served as Turtle Walkers, 
and work on the Coastal Clean-Up 
with their entire Bank of the Islands 
staff.  Through the bank’s “We Love 
Our Islands” program, they have al-
lowed their customers to designate 
countless donations from the bank to 
SCCF programs and projects.

In addition to Robbie’s career 
accomplishments, she is known in 
Southwest Florida as an accomplished 
business leader and an active member 
of the community.  Robbie serves in 

Claude Crawford, Ph.D.

Philip Puschel

2011 Nominees for SCCF Board of Trustees
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Save the Date:  SCCF Annual Meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 7
Please join us at 5 p.m. for our Annual Meeting.  Meet our Board nominess, catch up with fellow members and 

enjoy our potluck dinner on the porch!

Patti Sousa
Patti Sousa is a native Floridian, 

born and raised in West Palm Beach.  
After graduating from the University of 
Florida with a B.S. in Recreation, Patti’s 
career and passions led her to various 
non-profit organizations in Florida, Al-
abama, Louisiana, Michigan and New 
Jersey.  The Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., 
YWCA, and the Girls Club are some 
of the organizations where her sundry 
positions included those of assistant 
executive director, troop leader, board 
member, resident camp director, and 
an instructor-of-trainers.  

In 1983, she and George honey-
mooned in Sanibel, lived in MI and 
then New Jersey for 16 years where 
they owned and operated their own 
business.  She continued her volunteer 
commitment with “Meals on Wheels,” 
the Girl Scouts and her church.  For 
her extensive volunteer contributions 
to Girl Scouting, Patti was awarded 

the “Thanks Badge” which is the high-
est adult volunteer honor.

She and George made Sanibel 
their permanent home in 2001, and 
since living here Patti has contributed 
her skills and talents as a substitute 
teacher, and to the Lee County Board 
of Elections as a poll worker and 

trainer.  Many know her through the 
indelible mark she has made with and 
for the Sanibel Bicycle Club, includ-
ing sitting as the club’s president for 
two years. She and George have been 
SCCF turtle program volunteers 
for nearly a decade.  Patti walks the 
walk of one of her favorite Margaret 
Meade quotes; “Never doubt that a 
small group of thoughtful, commit-
ted citizens can change the world.”

Patti is an active member of Sani-
bel’s Congregational United Church 
of Christ, and is Treasurer of the But-
terknife POA.  She enjoys reading, 
native gardening, shelling, and/or 
may be seen riding her bike around 
the island.  Always on the go, her trav-
els take her and her husband across 
the miles to visit the many members 
of their families and circle of friends 
and, sometimes, abroad for new and 
exciting adventures.

Patti Sousa

many professional and community 
organizations that benefit the citizens 
of Southwest Florida including the 
Florida Gulf Coast University Board 
of Trustees, The Foundation for Lee 
County Public Schools, The Sanibel 
School Advisory Council, Uncom-
mon Friends Foundation, Edison-
Ford Winter Estates Foundation, 
the Southwest Florida Community 
Foundation and its Good Neighbor 
Fund, American Heart Association, 
Lee County’s Industrial Development 
Authority and Horizon Council.  She 
has served on Sanibel Community 
Association, Hope Hospice of South-
west Florida, and the Lee Memorial 
Health System Foundation.  

Robbie has received various awards 
for her leadership. Most notable and 
meaningful to her is the 2008 Paulette 
Burton Lee County Citizen of the Year 
Award, named in honor of a former 
Sanibel resident. To date, Robbie is 
the only islander to have received this 
countywide recognition.

Most recently, she and Geoff re-
ceived the unprecedented statewide 
honor of being named the “Bankers of 
the Year” by the Florida Bankers As-
sociation.

The Roepstorffs are longstanding 
Sanibel residents. Their son, Mat-
thew, is now a third year law student 
at Florida Coastal School of Law.

Roepstorff continued from left

Robbie Roepstorff
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Bill Burch
Jim Haggart
Doris Holzheimer
John La Gorce

Tom Lagan
David Lowden
Paul Roth
Martha Siders

Barbara Von Harten
Art Weissbach
Carol Ann Zell

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Bill Fenniman - President
Greg Tolley, Ph.D. - Vice President
Janie Howland - Secretary
Ron Gibson - Treasurer    

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Joel Caouette
Harris Gilbert

Erick Lindblad
Karen Nelson
Heather Porter

Dee Serage
Brad Smith

Board of Trustees  2009 - 2010

What’s New at the Nature Center?

SCCF Gift Catalog
Your winter house guests will be here before you know 

it.  What better way for them to say thank you for your 
gracious hospitality than a donation to SCCF.   

How about something from the new SCCF gift cata-
log.  Copies of the “Help Us Help Ourselves” gift cata-
log are available in the Nature Center and a PDF will be 
available on our web site.

A lot is new at the nature center, with more to come.  
The new Marine Lab exhibit is called “Testing the Wa-
ters” and is almost complete.  Soon to be added is an 
exhibit called “Keeping a Salinity Balance for The Estu-
ary” that will include daily updates on water releases from 
Lake Okeechobee.  

Turtles, Tortoises, and Terrapins is a new theme for 
the Nature Center, building on the years of work the 
Foundation has invested in monitoring and protecting 
sea turtles, gopher tortoises, and turtles of the freshwater 
wetlands.  A 220 gallon tank is now home to three ornate 

diamond backed terrapins (see story on Page 9).  This 
species will be the focus of new research conducted by 
Wildlife Habitat Management. The terrapins are found 
in brackish water.  Mangroves will be the backdrop for 
this exhibit with a tank for the two color phases of the 
mangrove water snake coming soon.  

All of these exhibits will be self-guided so Nature 
Center volunteers will be free to do what they do best…
schmooze with visitors.  If you are interested in becoming 
a Nature Center volunteer or just have questions,  please 
give Dee a call or drop in to see the new digs.   

SCCF has once again asked artist Jaye Boswell to design 
a holiday card for us and this year’s card features nesting 
birds in a mangrove (pictured right).  The cards are avail-
able at 10 cards for $15.  We also have a few of last year’s 
cards available at 10 cards for $12.  Please stop by the shop 
(in the Native Plant Nursery) or we can ship them to you 
for an additional $4.95 handling (please call 472-2329).

SCCF Holiday Cards
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Wines in the Wild
A Wine Tasting Celebrating Our Good Nature

Saturday, November 13
    

SCCF
    

6 - 8 p.m.

Explore the Foundation grounds while sampling 
a delicious array of food and wine.  Our theme 

this year will be
“Organic, Sustainable and Biodynamic.”

Enjoy a fun evening while supporting 
SCCF programs!

$75 per person

For reservations call SCCF at 472-2329

Help to sponsor this event by joining our 
Host Committee.  For details, please contact:

 Linda Uhler at 472-3817 or 
 Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768

Grape growers and winemakers 
around the world have begun to em-
brace the idea of producing premium 
wines made in harmony with nature.  
For more than 40 years SCCF has en-
couraged islanders to live in harmony 
with our natural habitat. What better 
theme for SCCF’s third annual Wines 
in the Wild on November 13 than Or-
ganic, Sustainable and Biodynamic?  

The evening will feature six wines 
for tasting.  “Each was chosen not only 
because it fits into one of those catego-
ries but also because of its overall qual-
ity,” said Tom Uhler, who is organizing 
the tasting.  “They also represent good 
value.  The tasting will be a good way 
to learn about some new wines.”

The evening’s wines that are la-
beled organic are made with grapes 
grown in an organic fashion and with 
no sulfites added.  Grapes for the sus-
tainable wines are grown with mini-
mal chemical treatments and energy 
use.  Biodynamic farming techniques 
utilize the vineyard’s natural resources 
to cultivate the highest quality grapes 
possible without the use of pesticides, 
fungicides, herbicides, synthetic fertil-
izers, or growth stimulants.

As part of the evening’s festivities, a 

Six wines glasses designed by Luc Century.

drawing will be held for items that will appeal to all food and wine lovers.  
Among the array of prizes are a wine tasting for 8 led by Uhler, dinner for four 
from favorite island caterer Leslie Adams, a set of six wine glasses designed 
by Luc Century, a sweet Island Cinema package including tickets and  a gift 
certificate for Norman Love Chocolates for four; and a relaxing massage at 
‘Tween Waters spa.  Tickets for the drawing are $20 each or 6 for $100; you 
do not need to be present to win. 

Wines in the Wild will be held on the 
Nature Center grounds from 6 to 8 p.m.  
A delicious array of food will accompany 
the wines.  Cost for this fun evening is 
$75 per person.  To make reservations or 
to purchase drawing tickets call SCCF at 

Enter our Wines in the Wild Drawing to win several great prizes including an elegant five-course 
meal for four catered in your home by Leslie Adams (gift basket is pictured with Fall-colored place-
mats, matching cloth napkins, rattan napkin rings and a bag of Winter Pasta Shapes.  

472-2329..

Wines in the Wild is November 13
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AnnuAl Meeting -- DeceMber 7
Save the date for our Annual Meeting, which will be at 5 
p.m. on Tuesday, December 7.  More details to follow as the 
date gets closer.

bobcAt tAles

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are in 
trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most of their 

North American range.  No 
one knows how many bob-
cats there are on Sanibel 
and Captiva but according 
to the book this adaptable 
feline’s ability to survive 
close to humans is one of 
the reasons for the bobcat’s 
success.  Rats and mice 
can make up to 40% of 
the bobcat’s diet.  To learn 
more about the biology and 
society of this shy feline that 
moves so peacefully among 
us, you are invited to attend 

“Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, November 17 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

cAloosAhAtchee oxbow & riverlore cruise

Explore the historic meanders of the upriver Caloosa-
hatchee on a guided tour with Natural Resource Policy 
Director Rae Ann Wessel, a long-time river advocate.  Rae 
Ann is a river researcher, aquatic ecologist and historian.  
Follow the river back to a time when a waterfall served as 
the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved 
living amongst the wilderness.  Friday, November 26 and 
Sunday, December 12 from 1 - 3:30 p.m.  Meet at Franklin 
Lock & Dam on the public use area off SR 80.  Space is lim-
ited. Reservations required.  $40 per person.  For more info 
call 472-2329

celebrAte sAnibel- conservAtion history of sAnibel

SCCF will be participating in Celebrate Sanibel week in 
November.  Learn more about local history at this pro-
gram that will review the founding of the Refuge, estab-
lishment of SCCF, incorporation of the City, writing of the 
Sanibel Plan and more that have contributed to Sanibel’s 
amazing preservation of land, open space and wildlife.   No-
vember 9 and 10, 9:30  a.m. at SCCF.  Free.

 Dolphin AnD wilDlife ADventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound; 
departs McCarthy’s Marina, Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, 
$15/children.  Reservations required, call 472-5300.

fishing As A vocAtion

Join us for this historic perspective of commercial fishing 
in Pine Island Sound  a/k/a the “Fish House Cruise.”  Fish 
houses are an iconic part of Pine Island Sound. Placed 
on the National Historic Register, these houses are rec-
ognized for their historic value in preserving the culture 
of commercial fishing in the early 20th century. SCCF 
is offering an opportunity to cruise near these weekend 
getaways and hear about some of the two thousand years 
of human history. 
There will be tales about fishing, fish houses, the people 
whose lives were centered around the estuary and cur-
rent research of the SCCF’s Marine Laboratory; also learn 
about aquaculture activities (clam farming) in Pine Island 
Sound. The trip is provided in cooperation with Captiva 
Cruises. November 16, 9-11:30 a.m. meet on Captiva at 
McCarthy’s Marina. The boat is a 48-passenger catama-
ran with a great deck for viewing wildlife. The cost for the 
trip is $30 per person.  Reservations are required, please 
call Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.

gAtor tAles

The biology of alligators is an ancient tale of survival. Flor-
ida’s history of gators and humans are closely intertwined. 
To learn about these fascinating creatures and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the is-
lands please attend “ Gator Tales” on Wednesdays, November 
3 and November 24 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center. Call 
472-2329 for more information.

islAnD tAles

Acquaint yourself with Sanibel, Captiva and Pine Island 
Sound through a program that keeps you on the go. Peo-
ple and their cars will rendezvous on Sanibel at SCCF’s 
Nature Center and explore what it has to offer. Then 
drive to Captiva’s Cemetery (by Chapel by the Sea) to 
learn about the people that settled here. From there, on-
ward to board a Captiva Cruises boat for a trip through 
Pine Island Sound.  Discover how the islands were made 
and how homesteaders, hurricanes and heroes shaped the 
islands’ character. At the Nature Center turtles, tortoises 
and terrapins help to tell the story. While on the boat, 
the possibility of seeing dolphins, pelicans and other bird-
life will demonstrate the rich abundance of wildlife sur-

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails, Education Center, Nature Shop and Bookstore: $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF November 2010 Program Schedule
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SCCF November 2010 Program Schedule
rounding these islands.  Lead story teller is Kristie Anders.  
Thursday, November 11 and Monday, December 13 from 2 
- 5:30 p.m.  The cost is $25 per person. For reservations call 
SCCF at 472-2329.

KAyAKing:  grAss flAt explorAtion tour

The Grass Flat Exploration Grass Flat Tour is a two-hour 
guided adventure exploring areas of Buck Key, the Pine 
Island Sound Aquatic Preserve and the Calusa Blueway.  
On this  educational tour, learn about the natural and 
cultural history of the estuarine waters.  You’ll have the 
opportunity for wsdildlife observation, grassflat and man-
grove exploration along the northern region of the Refuge 
system.  Fun for all ages and a skill levels. We welcome 
beginners, all we require is a willing spirit!!  Part of the fee 
will help fund SCCF Marine Lab programs.  Wednesday, 
November 10 at 9 a.m. , return by 11:30 (weather permit-
ting).  Also offered Tuesday, December 7 at 9 a.m.  $47.70 
per person, cash or check only (no credit cards please).  Reser-
vations required at least a day in advance. Please call Cap-
tiva Kayak at 395-2925.

KAyAKing:  Moonlight pADDle

On this Guided Moonlight Paddle, you will explore 
Chadwick’s Bayou and part of the Calusa Blueway as you 
experience day facing into night, the sun setting, moon 
rising, birds feeding and stargazing.  This is a leisurely two 
hour tour designed for the entire family! We welcome be-
ginners. Again all we require is a willing spirit!  Part of the 
fee will help fund SCCF Marine Lab programs.  Thurs-
day, November 18 at 4 p.m., return by 6:30 (the sun sets at 
5:37 p.m.).  Weather permitting.  Per person fee of $58.30, 
cash or check only (no credit cards, please).  Reservations re-
quired at least a day in advance.

Please note: In order to keep the tours small and 
intimate we use tandem kayaks only on our tours.  
For your kayak comfort we have a great selection of 
tandem styles to choose from, plus many extra ac-
cessories.  (If the tour is small, single kayaks may be 
requested and if approved, please be aware that there 
will be an extra fee — inquire)

Moonlit rooKery AnD sunset cruise

After enjoying a sunset over the profile of North Captiva 
Island, cruise with us to a rookery tucked away in Pine 
Island Sound. Although the island was battered by Hurri-
cane Charley, the mangroves still provide night time shel-
ter for ibis, herons and egrets. In the twilight hours, birds 
can be seen winging their way across the water to roost on 
Hemp Key for the night. 
Keeping a safe distance, passengers, particularly those 
with binoculars can enjoy seeing this evening ritual. Gen-
erally in November and December fairly large numbers 

of frigrate birds swirl overhead and eventually alight on 
the outer branches.  The moon will be just rising in the 
eastern sky.  Cruise back in that delightful time between 
day and dark. If the sky is clear, watch the brightest of the 
stars emerge in the sky.  Friday, November 19  5-7 p.m.  
and Monday, December 20 5-7 p.m.  Meet on Captiva at 
McCarthy’s Marina.  Come join SCCF staff aboard one of 
Captiva Cruises boats for a beautiful evening. Call Cap-
tiva Cruises at 472-5300 for reservations  $30/person.

otter tAles

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this large, 
aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  River 
otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture the 
hearts of all who see them.  Otter sightings have increased 
recently on SCCF trails.  Following the program take a 
walk on the trail and view an otter communication sight.  
Wednesday, November 10 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center 
auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and chil-
dren free.

river Meets the seA: the crADle of life!
SCCF and Captiva Cruises are offering a hands-on cruise 
to explore the mouth of the Caloosahatchee and its estu-
ary. Passengers will be conducting their own water sam-
pling while traveling through the extraordinary back bay 
waters. Several of SCCF’s River Estuary Coastal Ob-
serving Network (RECON) sensors are located nearby.  
RECON tracks key water quality parameters from Lake 
Okeechobee to the Gulf of Mexico. We will discuss our 
linkage to the greater Everglades Ecosystem which in-
cludes the entire watershed from Orlando to Florida Bay 
and everything in between.
  This cruise will be led by Kristie Anders and Captiva 
Cruises’ Environmental Educator, Richard Finkel. Pro-
ceeds from these cruises will help support SCCF’s Educa-
tion Fund. Join us for this opportunity to explore, dis-
cover and enjoy our environment!   Friday, December 17, 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  Departure is from Punta Rassa, please 
call for parking arrangements.  Reservations required; call 
Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.  $35 adults and $20 children 
under 12.

science At seA cruise

Be a Marine Biologist for the Day! This 90-minute Cap-
tiva Cruises trip will be a hands-on scientific inquiry and 
voyage suitable and fun for all ages. Crab traps and a 
plankton net will be hauled for a look at some of the com-
ponents of the food chains. Learn by taking part in actual 
scientific research that will be utilized by SCCF’s Marine 
Lab.  This 1-1/2 hour trip is $30/adult, $20/child.  Call 
for times and reservations, 472-5300.

Continued on Page 8
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turtle trAcKs

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  You will also learn about the 
forces that shape the beach habitat and other local marine 
life.  Thursdays Nov. 4 and 18 at 9 a.m.  No program on 
Thursday, Nov. 11 or on Thanksgiving.  Meet at the Nature 
Center.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

turtles, tortoises AnD terrApins

The Nature Center now has a tank with live hatchlings of 
peninsula cooter, Florida softshell, red eared and yellow-
bellied sliders, Florida and striped mud turtles , as well as 
a snapping turtle found in a hot tub this summer.  Bring 
in the grandkids.  And a new addition this past month 
is a beautiful species, the ornate diamondback terrapin, 
featured in a new 220 gallon tank.  This saltwater species 
lives in the brackish water of the mangrove creeks where 
they forage on shrimp, fiddler crabs, and anything else 
they can dig up.  Join us on Tuesday, November 23 and 
30 at 3 p.m. to learn more about the Turtles, Tortoises, and 
Terrapins of Sanibel and Captiva.  Cost of the program is $5 

with members and children free.

sccf wilDlife tour with Dinner At the Dunes

Alligators, eagles, wading birds, maybe even a crocodile 
will be on the front side of dinner at the Dunes this win-
ter.  With all those lakes, golf courses attract wildlife that 
is easily observable.  A forty five minute wildlife tour by 
golf cart will be lead by an interpreter from SCCF.  Din-
ner in the club house will follow.   The wildlife tour leaves 
from the clubhouse at 4:30 on Friday, Nov. 5 and 19.  Reser-
vations are required, please call the Dunes at 472-3355 and 
ask for Julayne.  Cost including tax and tip is $30.  Please 
call Dee at 472-2329 for more info.

wines in the wilD

Mark your calendars now for this fun evening on the 
boardwalks of SCCF.  We’ll have good wine, good food 
and good company!  Our theme this year will be “Organ-
ic, Sustainable and Biodynamic.”  Help to sponsor this 
event by joining our Host Committee.  Contact Linda 
Uhler at 472-3817 or Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 for 
details.  Saturday, November 13 from 6 - 8 p.m.  Tickets are 
$75.  Reservations preferred.  Please sign up by calling SCCF 
at 472-2329.

SCCF November 2010 Program Schedule

Diamondback Terrapin Exhibit Opens

The Nature Center has opened its diamondback terrapin 
exhibit showcasing the conservation needs of this locally oc-
curring, but rarely seen species.  The exhibit has live specimens 
on display in a naturalistic setting.  It was constructed in coop-
eration with the Education Department and Wildlife Habitat 
Management Program (WHMP).  WHMP has collected his-
toric data on Sanibel terrapins and will be conducting prelimi-
nary surveys for terrapins on SCCF properties.

The diamondback terrapin is turtle found in brackish wa-
ter, meaning that it lives in an environment that is a mixture 
of fresh and salt water. They live in coastal salt marsh through 
most of their range. The exception is the west coast of Florida 
and the Florida Keys, where their habitat is coastal mangrove 
creeks and swamps. They range from Cape Cod along the coast 
to the Florida Keys and as far west as coastal Texas. 

There are seven subspecies of diamondback terrapins 
throughout their range, five of which exist in Florida. The ornate 
diamondback terrapin (M.t.macrospilota) occurs along the west 
coast of Florida. The southernmost subspecies, the mangrove 
terrapin (M.t.rhizophorarum), lives on small mangrove islands 
off of the Florida Keys where there is no freshwater. Unlike the 
other six subspecies that have periods when their habitat has low 

By Chris Lechowicz, Interim Wildlife Habitat Management Director
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salinity, the mangrove terrapin lives 
with high salinity throughout the year. 

Diamondback terrapins are rela-
tively small turtles with extreme sex-
ual dimorphism. Adult females av-
erage about 7 inches in length (max 
= 9 in) and males average about 4.8 
inches. It takes our local female terra-
pins, ornate diamondback terrapins, 
4-5 years to mature and 2-3 years for 
males to mature. This subspecies lays 
between 4- 8 eggs in 1-3 clutches a 
year. The longevity of terrapins has 
been reported to be about 40 years 
in the right conditions. Terrapins 
are mostly carnivorous. They eat 
hard shelled animals like crabs, snails 
and clams but do also eat some fish, 
worms and vegetation. 

Terrapins were prized for their 
meat in the late 1800’s and early 
1900’s.  Their meat was predomi-
nately for turtle soup. The price of 
terrapins soared and so did their com-
mercial collection for the food trade. 
Many populations in the Northeast-
ern U.S. were decimated by over-col-
lection, which prompted many states 
to create harvest laws. The enactment 
of harvest laws and the crash in the 
price of terrapin meat during the 
Great Depression, were the begin-
ning of a slow recovery. Today, most 
states either totally restrict the collec-
tion of terrapins or have very strict 
bag limits. Florida has a possession 
limit of two per person for noncom-
mercial purposes.

The leading threats to terrapins 
today are crab pots, road mortality, 
predation by raccoons, and loss of 
nesting beaches. Crab pots or crab 
traps are free standing wire cages 
with several doorways that rest on the 
sea floor of coastal waters. Terrapins 
enter the traps to eat the bait or the 
crabs inside and cannot escape, ulti-
mately leading to their death. “Ghost 

traps” are responsible for many ter-
rapin deaths. These are traps that are 
abandoned by their owners due to 
the age of the trap or to irresponsi-
bility. The decaying animal matter 
inside causes new terrapins to enter 
in search of food and they ultimately 
drown causing the cycle to continue.

Many states have adopted the 
use of Bycatch Reduction Devices 
(BRDs) in every crab pot. These are 
small rectangular doors that are used 
to prevent larger terrapins (females) 
from entering. This device does not 
save every terrapin (such as males 
and juveniles), but it does save large 
numbers of females from entering 
the trap. Many groups in Florida are 
currently working to get a BRD ordi-
nance passed for all crab pots.

Road mortality is very common 
in northern states such as New Jersey 
and Massachusetts, due to the close 
proximity of roads to terrapin nesting 
beaches.  Predators such as raccoons 
and crows consume large numbers 
of terrapin nests. It is also not un-

common to find terrapin bones and 
scutes at the base of coastal bald eagle 
nests. Although human consump-
tion of terrapins has been mostly 
abandoned, a few small communities 
throughout their range still practice 
this tradition.

The loss of nesting habitat due to 
coastal high-rise buildings, roads, and 
sea walls restrict the available loca-
tions for terrapins to nest. The remov-
al of vegetation on nesting beaches 
also has a negative impact on nesting.  
Vegetation provides cover from pred-
ators and controls nest temperature.   
Vegetation loss has resulted in skewed 
sex ratios because the sex of hatchling 
terrapins is determined by incubation 
temperature. The rechannelization of 
tidal creeks, specifically depth, can af-
fect terrapin utilization of the habitat 
as well as the placement of the spoil.

Learn more about the turtles, tor-
toises and terrapins of the islands at 
classes offered on Tuesday, November 
23 and 30 (see Calendar for details).

Terrapin Exhibit -- Continued from left
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Wildflower Seeds Available 
in Native Plant Nursery

The nursery has recently added wildflower 
seeds to its inventory of native plant items for sale.  
Grown by the Florida Wildflower Seed Coopera-
tive members, eight species are currently available, 
including the ever-popular dune sunflower, gaillar-
dia, and sunshine 
mimosa.  Packets 
are $3.00 each 
and are enough to 
get a small plant-
ing established.  
Drop by and visit 
the nursery today 
to enhance your 
wildflower plant-
ings!

SCCF’s RECON sensors (River, Estuary and Costal 
Observing Network) (RECON) provide support data for 
many Marine Lab programs, and RECON data is also 
used by the City of Sanibel, Lee County, the South Flori-
da Water Management District and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers.

However, four of the RECON sensors are in high-
er salinity waters and, as boaters know, marine waters 

mean fouling.
In marine waters, there are invertebrate species which, 

in their larval stages, must find a hard substrate to settle 
on or they die.  Ship hulls, buoys for nearshore naviga-
tion, floating and fixed docks and piers, anchors, ropes, 
and the aluminmum frames of RECON sensors can serve 
as home for “fouling” species.  

Fouling can be defined simply as the accumulation 
and growth of any microorganisms, plants (in our case 
algae), or other animals on exposed or submerged sur-

Marine Lab Studies Fouling on RECON Sensors

A fouled RECON unit back at the lab for servicing and 
maintenance

A test frame after two weeks in the water. Left plate is painted 
with Sea Hawk Mission Bay paint, middle is an unpainted 
control and right plate has Interlux Pacifica paint.

By Lab Director Loren Coen, Ph.D., and Intern Nicole Martin

Star Dazed

 If you are an early morning person you may want to 
look up at the sky on the mornings of November 17 and 
18th. What’s early? 4 a.m.-5:30 am. Why look up? The Leo-
nids meteor shower should provide a good opportunity to 
see shooting stars. 

Although the Earth moves through the debris field of 
Tempel-Tuttle comet for a few days, the brightness of the 
not-quite full moon obliterates the light of the meteors. 
There is a chance that some meteors may be seen earlier in 
the night sky, but only the biggest and brightest. 

For those of us, not quite so early birds, if the night is cool 
and cloudless, with low humidity, it may be worth setting 
your alarm clock for a wee bit earlier. Although there is no 
scientific evidence what-so-ever, wishing upon a shooting star 
may just make your dream come true. We can all use a little 
magic and wonder in our lives.  Just get up and look up and I 
bet the one you see will bring a smile to your face.
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October was Monofilament Madness 
Month and SCCF worked with a number of 
islanders.  Dave Jensen reported that they made 
their first trip to remove fishing line from man-
groves along Roosevelt Channel.  “We started 
at Blind Pass, came around the hook into the 
channel and worked both sides (Buck Key and 
Captiva) for a short distance.”  

Photo, right, of Dave’s assistant, Queenie 
Viglione, pulling hook, line, and sinker from 
bushes near the bridge. Dave notes that the 
fisherman in the background was fishing for 
the first time at Blind Pass and he mentioned 
that he had already signed up to help do the 
same with Greg and Barb out of Captiva Kay-
ak/Wildside Adventures the next week..

faces.  A great deal of research has been conducted for 
literally hundreds of years on fouling.  Before fiberglass 
and metal replaced wood on ships, the larvae of boring 
bivalves (or “shipworms”), which construct very exten-
sive burrow systems on anything wood, caused millions 
of dollars of damage.  The U.S. Navy currently spends 
millions on research trying to reduce fouling on its ships 
because fouling creates drag, affecting both speed and fuel 
consumption. 

Among the attempts to control of these pests have 
been creosote (a distillation of coal or wood tar, now 
banned), pressure treated lumber, Tributyltin (or TBT 
also now banned) and non-wood alternatives.  The most 
common current method used to prevent fouling on hard 
surfaces is the application of an anti-fouling paint con-
taining some combination of copper, biocides and other 
often patented mixtures and materials.  

Recently the Lab undertook a fouling study at three 
RECON sites, spearheaded buy Lab intern  Nicole Mar-
tin.  Nicole and Lab staff are comparing the performance 
of a number of anti-fouling paints.  Secondarily, this study 
gives us an opportunity to compare the fouling commu-
nities at several sites in conjunction with the RECON 
data from those sites.

We are using off the shelf anti-fouling paints (all cost-
ing  several hundred dollars a gallon) from Interlux, Se-
aHawk and Pettit, and comparing them to our current op-
tion, from ePaint (a novel green option with no biocides).  

Three RECON sites have been chosen:
The Gulf of Mexico site experiences the highest and 

least variable salinities of all RECON locations.  It re-
ceives water from Lake Okeechobee, which can carry high 
nutrient levels fueling fouling communities, but is most 
likely to receive larvae from offshore.  

Shell Point has highly variable salinity regimes on a 
daily basis due to tidal influence, but also is affected by 
the river and by lake releases.  

Redfish Pass, as an inlet connecting the Gulf of Mex-
ico with Pine Island Sound, receives frequent water ex-
changes from the Gulf and the sound, often giving it Gulf 
like, clearer waters.  

We have currently deployed frames with PVC settle-
ment plates at the three locations.  Each of the replicated 
plates is 4 x 4.”  There are eight total treatments, five from 
Interlux and one each from SeaHawk, Pettit and ePaint.  
Three are non-copper based (ePaint, Interlux Pacifica 
and SeaHawk Mission Bay), and are considered greener 
paints.  The plates are now mounted on the RECON 
platforms.  Monthly, Nicole and the RECON crew will 
sample the plates and analyze the resulting data (amount 
of fouling, type of fouling, etc.).  

This project will ultimately benefit one of SCCF’s 
most important programs.  It will also help streamline the 
maintenance process, while providing interesting ecologi-
cal data.

Marine Lab-- Continued from Page 10

Jensen’s Marina & Monofilament Madness
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays Closed

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails          • Education Center          • Nature Shop & Bookstore
 $3/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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