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SCCF MeMber update

Red Tide-Related Lab & Sea Turtle Collaboration
By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Laboratory Director and Amanda Bryant, Biologist and Sea Turtle Coordinator

Karenia brevis is a dinoflagellate that produces neuro-
toxins which cause fish kills and respiratory irritation in 
people.  A Red Tide first reported in September in Sara-
sota moved offshore for most of October and November 
2011 and is now throughout Lee and Collier Counties.  
Marine Lab scientists have been collecting samples to 
count the number of cells per liter and have been sending 
data and samples to FWRI scientists.  (Counts of over 
100,000/liter are considered to be a bloom.)

The state of Florida has a highly reputable research 
laboratory in St. Petersburg called the Florida Wildlife 
Research Institute (FWRI).  The Red Tide research group 
has a number of Ph.D. and staff positions dedicated to 
understanding the transport and biology of the Red Tide 
causing organism Karenia brevis.  

The FWRI scientists are sent samples from through-
out the state and serve as a clearinghouse for describing 
the extent and the abundance of K. brevis.  Fish kills and 
other aspects of the event, such as satellite imagery and 
cell counts, are used to determine the spatial extent of 
the bloom as it moves by tidal and ocean currents.  The 
SCCF Marine Lab has been collaborating with FWRI 
since 2003 and recently, a staff scientist drove down and 
collected water at our lab for salinity experiments. 

Unfortunately, Red Tide is a part of the biology and 

To date, seven Kemp’s ridley (Lepidochelys kempii) sea 
turtles have washed ashore presumably due to Red Tide.  
All but one of the turtles was dead.  The lone live turtle was 
taken to the Clearwater Marine Aquarium for treatment.  
SCCF has been working with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) to monitor the situa-
tion and document all strandings. The dead turtles were all 
taken to the University of Florida for further study and to 
confirm that Red Tide is responsible for their deaths.

SCCF is also working with the FWC to put a cold 
stun response plan into place for sea turtles. This involves 

determining when searching local waters for cold-stressed 
sea turtles would begin and partnering with local agencies 
to aid in the response. All animals retrieved from local 
waters will be documented then transported to rehabili-
tation facilities until waters warm and the turtles can be 
released.  FWC has coordinated cold stun response efforts 
during the last two winters (Sanibel and Captiva were 
involved in January 2010) and is encouraging sea turtle 
groups around the state to be prepared for any future cold 
stunning events.

Marine Lab:  Recent Red Tide Renews Longstanding Collaborations with FWRI and FWC

Red Tide Impacts on Sea Turtles:  SCCF and FWC

Red Tide in Tarpon Bay, where concentrations of the algae 
reached unusually high concentrations, exhibiting a swim-
ming behavior which resulted in “striations” in the water.  
These can be seen in the inset top right, a highlighted section 
of the larger photo, and on the photo (upper left) of Red Tide 
on an underwater pipe.Continued on Page 4
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Living with New Island Wildlife
By Dee Serage, Living with Wildlife Educator
Coyotes and a Florida Black Bear

Residents of Sanibel and Captiva work harder than 
most at living with wildlife.  Last winter two new species, 
coyote and Florida Black Bear, moved onto the islands, 
roaming the preserved lands as well as island neighbor-
hoods.  These newcomers require us to become even more 
vigilant, making sure our neighbors and visitors don’t in-
tentionally or unintentionally feed any wildlife.  Both 
coyote and black bear can become dumpster divers if we 
don’t protect them from this horrible fate.  Fed wildlife 
usually ends up dead wildlife.  Please make sure garbage 
for pickup and pet food is not left out overnight.

To date there is one Florida Black bear documented 
on Sanibel.  The city of Sanibel and the State of Florida 
have been trying unsuccessfully to capture and relocate the 
bear since last summer.  So far the bear continues to shy 
away from direct human contact as most black bears do, 
but a recent call from the Sanctuary Golf Club told of the 
bear pushing a golf course garbage can 30 feet across the 
green into the mangroves!  By e-mail photos, plastic bag, 
and Tupperware containers, scat samples have made their 
way to SCCF for identification.  Scat samples from Gulf 
Ridge and outside the Bailey tract have been identified as 

black bear.  One sample was full of bird feathers, others 
contained palm fruit.  Bears are very opportunistic feeders.  
Last summer the bear raided bee hives on SCCF property 
that belong to the Curtis family, bears like to eat bees even 
more than honey.  The Curtis Family from Labelle has been 
keeping bees on Sanibel since 1954.  Having domesticated 
bee hives on Sanibel is the way to stop the aggressive Afri-
canized bees from moving in.  New queen bees bred for do-
cility are added to the hives often.  If aggressive bees move 
into the hives, they will be bred into docility. 

In November a coyote was found road-killed on San-
Cap Road and soon after two coyotes were photographed 
together by the Refuge’s wildlife camera.  Florida is the 
last state to have coyotes populate every county, Sanibel 
may the last city to have them move in… but coyotes 
are here to stay and we have a family.  Coyotes move and 
hunt in family units, not packs.  They also are opportu-
nistic feeders, and their diet includes fruits.  This summer 
coyotes predated a few sea turtle nests.  Raccoons predate 
nests every year.  Plans are being made to protect more 
nests with screens for the upcoming sea turtle season. 

To learn more about these new island species,  please 
attend the “Coyote and Bear Tales” Program on January 5 
or 18, or call Dee at 472-2329.

Eagles at Gulf Pines
As many residents have noted, the Gulf Pines eagle 

nest is gone.  The nest was on SCCF land in a snag (a 
dead tree) that snapped in half and fell over sometime in 
the early hours of October 18th.  Since that time, SCCF 
staffers and many others have been watching the eagle 
pair closely to see how they cope.  Within a week, both 
eagles were seen flying with nesting materials in their tal-
ons and began working on at least two nests, which is not 
unusual.  Field studies have shown that bald eagles often 
build multiple nests within their territory, with an average 
of 1.5 nests per territory, and ranging from one nest to 
five nests.  Usually only one nest will be used for nesting 
in any given nesting season.  During the Thanksgiving 
holiday, the new nest at the original site also came down, 

but as of press time, the pair is on the remaining nest.  
Eggs were not found at either downed nest.  

To help this eagle pair remain at the Gulf Pines site, 
SCCF staff with the help of resident eagle expert, Bird 
Westall, are designing a nesting platform based on exam-
ples in the scientific literature. There are several reports 
of bald eagles successfully raising young in nests on man-
made platforms.

 In order to permit this project, SCCF is communi-
cating with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Both 
agencies have granted permission to move forward with 
planning for the platform. LCEC (Lee County Electric 
Coop) will be providing the 80-foot pole necessary to 

Continued on Page 4
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A new exotic ground orchid has been spotted 
with increasing frequency across South Florida.  
Eulophia graminea, native to Asia, was first 
discovered in Miami-Dade County in 2008.  
During the summer of 2010, SCCF nurs-
ery staff discovered it growing underneath 
some native vegetation in the mid-island 
area, identified the plant, and subsequently 
removed it from the area.  Since that time, 
the orchid had apparently spread through-
out much of Sanibel, with reports spanning 
the entire island. 

Though the rapid spread of this plant is 
cause for notice, the jury is still out as to whether 
this plant qualifies as an invasive species.  So far it has not 

outcompeted any of our native vegetation and does 
not appear to be harming any natural systems; 

however, it is certainly considered naturalized, 
as it appears to be reproducing on its own.  It 
is found most frequently in mulched areas 
(though it has also been reported in natu-
ral areas in Collier County), and appears to 
grow to mature size quite quickly.  

At this time, nursery staff recommend 
the removal of the plant by hand, in the case 

that it proves to be a problematic invasive in 
the future.  Feel free to contact the SCCF Na-

tive Plant Nursery with any questions.  
By Jenny Evans, Native Plant Nursery Manager

2011 - 2012 Annual Fund Drive Launched

Look Out For This Plant!

At the December 7 Annual Meeting, members heard more about the 2011-2012 An-
nual Fund Drive.

With a goal of $650,000, the Fund Drive seeks operating and programmatic funding 
from SCCF’s members and island neighbors.

While the staff generates grants and other income to substantially support this work, tax-
deductible contributions are essential to fully fund SCCF’s daily conservation activities.  

At the meeting, the staff called out words to describe 
the subjects they address day in and day out. Those words 
are also captured on the Fund Drive brochure cover.

The members attending the meeting also learned 
that Richard Shipley issued a $25,000 challenge grant 
to encourage end-of year giving through December 31, 
2012.Thanks to Mr. Shipley’s challenge and other gen-
erous gifts received since July 1, 2011, we have raised 
approximately $150,000. 

Can you help us raise the remaining $500,000 
needed to fund our work through June 30, 2012? 
Please consider using the reply envelope in your An-
nual Report and also mailed this month with the 
Fund Drive brochure. You can also contribute online at www.sccf.org. Gifts 
of cash and stock, as well as pledges, are welcome and appreciated. Please call 
Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768 or e-mail her at cgiattini@attglobal.net for 
more information about how and why you can help.

Your unprecedented generosity made last year’s $5.3 million Bai-
ley Homestead Preserve campaign a success. Helping us reach this year’s 
$650,000 Annual Fund Drive goal allows us to continue the restoration 
work begun on that new preserve, and all the other exciting work in our 
program areas. 

$150K

$650K
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ecology of the barrier island coast.  It was first reported in 
Florida in 1844 and usually causes fish kills and turbid, 
foul-smelling water.  In early December, we have had ex-
tremely high cell counts (over one million cells per liter) 
in Tarpon Bay and at several locations around the Sanibel 
Causeway.  Dead mullet, crabs, and other marine inverte-
brates are washing up and floating in the mangroves.  

In addition to working with FWRI, the Lab has col-
lected oysters for Florida Gulf Coast University, zoo-

plankton and water for the University of Maryland, and 
live sardines (for toxin analysis) and water for FWRI.  
Plus the Lab has collected and frozen sea urchins for 
toxin analyses. 

As we continue to observe one of the worst Red Tides 
in five years, we think that SCCF Marine Lab collabora-
tions with other labs can provide access to samples and 
local knowledge that will contribute to an improved un-
derstanding about the biology and causes of Red Tide, 
which may lead to potential solutions. 

Wildlife Habitat Management:  Sea Turtle Nesting Recap
By Amanda Bryant, Biologist and Sea Turtle Coordinator

Top:  Annual sea turtle nesting 
stats from 1996 through this 
past season.  Above:  the Kemp’s 
returning to the Gulf after 
nesting.  Right:  A loggerhead 
false crawl.

While no sea turtle season could ever be 
considered dull, this season proved to be full 
of surprises.  We documented more rare species 
nesting on the islands than ever before. Sanibel’s 
nesting season started with the nesting of a rare 
Kemp’s ridley (Lepidochelys kempii) and contin-
ued with a total of seven green turtle (Chelonia 
mydas) nests. Captiva even got in on the fun 
with the first green nest documented on the is-
land since 2007. In all, Sanibel had a total of 
277 nests and 443 false crawls and Captiva had 
75 nests and 54 false crawls.

2011 was the sixth best year for nesting since 
1996 on the islands.  The overall hatch success 
(the percentage of eggs to hatch) was 67.7% for 
Sanibel and 70.4% for Captiva.  The emergence 
success (the percentage of a nest’s hatchlings to 
leave the nest) was 59.7% for Sanibel and 61.9% 
for Captiva.  This is compared to last year’s hatch 
success of 65.75% and emergence success of 
60.3% on Sanibel and 57.34% on 45.8% respec-
tively on Captiva.  Overall, the islands produced 
approximately 25,411 eggs and approximately 
15,786 hatchlings reached the Gulf.

hold the platform and – unlike osprey platforms – there 
will be shade for the hottest part of the day.  Timing of 
installation will depend on ground conditions in the area, 
which remain flooded at the moment.

Along with the construction of the platform – and at 
the agencies request – SCCF will be formulating a research 
project to be associated with the effort.  You might wonder 
if an artificial nest platform is a good idea given that the 
eagles are working on their own solution for the loss of 
their nest.  Having multiple nests is not unusual for bald 

eagles.  In the case of the Gulf Pines eagles, the optimal 
way forward is to increase the odds of successful nesting by 
giving them a platform option in addition to the tree nest.

 Biologists have shown that an eagle pair will con-
tinue to nest in the territory where they have successfully 
fledged young before.  Even if a pair skips a year raising 
young, they may remain loyal to that site. 

To learn more about island eagles, please attend the 
eagle program by Bird Westall on Friday, February 10.  
Feel free to call Dee at 472-2329 with questions and for 
updates regarding this eagle pair.

Eagles -- Continued from Page 2

Red Tide -- Continued from Page 1
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Bailey Homestead Preserve donor tours

Campaign contributions from almost 2,000 people made 
SCCF’s acquisition of 28.5 acres along the Periwinkle 
corridor a reality. Many of these generous donors missed 
the opportunity to see the progress at the Thank You Cel-
ebration in November. Join SCCF staff for a behind-the-
scenes tour of this unique piece of land and see displays 
depicting the history of agriculture on the islands and 
ways in which weather has shaped SCCF’s conservation 
programs.  Because the Bailey Homestead Restoration 
Project is still underway, the property is not open to the 
public yet.  January 11 and 25 at 2 p.m.  Reservations are 
required for both days.  Please call us at 472-2329 for reser-
vations and parking instructions.  Additional Donor Tours 
will be scheduled on  February 16 and March 15. 

Birding at tHe Preserves

Join experienced birders on Friday morning outings to 
preserves owned and managed by SCCF.  Both new and 
experienced birders will enjoy a variety of birds in a di-
versity of wildlife habitats.  Botany enthusiasts are also 
welcome to help identify plants along the trails.  All walks 
begin at 8 a.m, but the locations do vary.  Walks are free 
for members and non-members.  
January 20 at Sanibel Gardens.  Enter Island Inn Road 

from Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of the 
road near the trailhead; or enter Island Inn Road 
from West Gulf Drive, park near road barrier and 
short walk to trailhead.

January 27 at Periwinkle Preserve.  Meet at the gazebo. 
Please park at Jerry’s or Mango Bay. Park neatly and 
away from their handicap and unloading areas.

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range.  No one knows how many 
bobcats there are on Sanibel and Captiva but according 
to the book this adaptable feline’s ability to survive close 
to humans is one of the reasons for the bobcat’s success.  
Rats and mice can make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
To learn more about the biology and society of this shy 
feline that moves so peacefully among us, you are invited 
to attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesday, January 11 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

Butterfly House tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.

caloosaHatcHee oxBow & riverlore cruises

The upcoming season of the Oxbow & Riverlore Cruis-
es begins in November.  Come with us to experience the 
historic meanders of the upriver Caloosahatchee, follow-
ing the river back to a time when a waterfall served as the 
headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved living 
amongst  the wilderness.  Guided by SCCF Natural Re-
source Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour ad-
venture departs Saturday at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin 
Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations 
and payment required.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  
To reserve your spot call 472-2329.  Cruises are offered on 
the following Sundays in 2012:  January 22, February 12, 
March 11, April 15 and on Mothers Day, Sunday, May 13.

tHe city tHat almost wasn’t and tHe saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement 
and the Sanibel Plan.  It 
was no accident that this 
work yielded the preser-
vation of the phenom-
enal and bountiful natu-
ral resources we all enjoy 
today. Come join us to 
hear more about the City 
that almost wasn’t and the 
work that lead to its conservation. Friday, January 6 at 10 
a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and 
children attending for free.

coyote and Bear tales

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island for the first time last winter.  Come and learn about 
the behaviors of these two new species.  Coyotes have now 
moved into every county in Florida.  Both human and bear 
populations are growing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a 
bear’s diet comes from insects and fruits.  Thursday, January 
5 and Wednesday, January 18 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF au-
ditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members 
and children attending for free.

dolPHin and wildlife adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF January 2012 Program Schedule

Continued on Page 6
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SCCF January 2012 Program Schedule
gator & crocodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale 
of survival.  Come and learn to live with these living dino-
saurs to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Following the program take a walk on the trails to see an 
alligator nest that hatched this summer.  Tuesday, Janu-
ary 3 and Wednesday, January 25 at 10 a.m. at the Nature 
Center.  Call 472-2329 for more information.

Hurricanes!
Wildlife, vegetation and human existence on these is-
lands have been shaped by tropical storms. Most recently 
Hurricane Charley left his mark on these barrier islands.  
Storms in 1873, 1910, 1945, and others rearranged sand 
and with each swipe, they re-sculpted the islands.  Spa-
ghetti models provide some of the world’s best computer 
simulations analyzing a storm’s behavior.  Our growth 
in technology has improved communication to people 
who live in the path of a storm, but nothing is powerful 
enough to alter a hurricane’s course.  January 13 at 10 
a.m.  $5 for non-members; members and children 17 and 
under are free.  

marine laB tour 
Meet the Marine Lab staff and get up-to-date info on Lab 
projects while touring the facility.  Meet at the Nature 
Center for a short introduction and then carpool to the 
Marine Lab.  Friday, January 27 at 10 a.m.  Reservations 
required.  SCCF members free, $5 for adults.  Call Dee for 
more info (472-2329).

oPen House

Save the date for Open House on Presidents’ Day, Feb-
ruary 20.  This year, we’ve ramped up the presentations 
by the Marine Lab, Wildlife Habitat Management and 
Natural Resource Policy staff to give more insight into 
their oftentimes behind-the-scenes work.  There will also 
be live animal exhibits, hot dogs and the ever popular Na-
ture Sounds Contest (which begins at 11:45 a.m.)  More 
info to come in the February Member Update.  Presidents 
Day, Monday, February 20 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Free.

otter tales

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this large, 
aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  River 
otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture the 
hearts of all who see them.  Otter sightings have increased 
recently on SCCF trails.  Following the program take a 
walk on the trail and view an otter communication sight.  
Tuesday, January 10 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

owl tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  There is 
a nest box on the side of the SCCF Nature Center where 
Barn owls have nested off and on since 1980... will they 
return this year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting 
phase with males guarding territory and calling to females.   
Tuesday, January 24 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is 
$5 with SCCF members and children attending for free.

sailing under tHe stars

Linger out on the water, sail under the stars and enjoy an 
introduction to our night sky.  Planets, stars and constel-
lations will be identified along the way.  Mythology and 
mysteries of the universe will be appreciated under the 
magic of the night sky.  Join us and share in the universal 
and timeless fascination of our night skies.   Sailing under 
the Stars will be offered on Thursdays and Saturdays and 
will last approximately one and a half hours.  Times, cost, 
reservations and additional information may be obtained by 
calling Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.

tides, currents and tHe florida sHelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day – or why you can see 
seagrasses when the tide chart says it is high tide – this pro-
gram may be of interest to you.  In the past few years more 

on your own at tHe nature center

Butterfly House 
Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.

Human uses of florida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.    

 walking trails & oBservation tower

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.
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The Sanibel School at the Pick Preserve

people have become aware of the Florida Shelf.  Where is 
it and why is it important?  Come to this introduction to 
how water behaves as the earth spins, the moon orbits and 
the winds blow.  January 20 at 10 a.m.  $5 for non-members; 
members and children 17 and under are free.  

trail walks: exPlore saniBel’s interior wetlands

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida be-
cause it seill has an interior freshwater wetland ecosys-
tem that has not been lost to development.  This Ever-
glades-like ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants 
and animals.  Join us for a guided walk through the inte-
rior wetlands and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract 
with discussion of native habitats, natural and cultural 
history and preservation efforts.  Tuesdays, Wednesdays , 
Thursdays and Fridays at 11 a.m. beginning January 24.  
Meet at the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for 
non-members; free to members and children.

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  Thursday, January 12 and 
26 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

turtles, tortoises and terraPins

The Nature Center now has a tank with live hatchlings 
of peninsula cooter, Florida softshell, red-eared and yel-
low-bellied sliders and mud turtles.  Bring in the grand-

kids.  And a new addition is a beautiful species, the or-
nate diamondback terrapin, featured in a new 220-gallon 
tank.  This saltwater species lives in the brackish water of 
the mangrove creeks where they forage on shrimp, fiddler 
crabs, and anything else they can dig up.  Join us on Tuesday, 
January 17 and 31 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 with 
members and children free.

weeds and seeds

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding and 
identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, visiting 
different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, and are 
guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group will meet at 
the Nature Center porch.  Depending on the location vis-
ited, you may need parking money.  Please bring a hat, wa-
ter, sun-block and comfortable enclosed shoes with socks. 
For further information on the January 9 and 23 walks, 
please call Elaine Jacobson at 395-1878; for the January 
16 and 30 walks, please call Betty Eertmode at 395-9240.  
Mondays at 8:45 a.m., meet at the base of the Nature Center 
porch.  Walks are free but donations to SCCF are welcome. 

wildlife tour at tHe dunes 
 Take an SCCF Wildlife Tour by golf cart at The Dunes 
to see alligators and birds.  Last season, an eagle and 
the crocodile were spotted.  The golf course lakes sur-
rounded by SCCF preserved lands make for great wild-
life viewing.  The tour starts at 4 p.m. from the Dunes 
clubhouse.  Tuesday, January 3 at 4 p.m.  Call the Dunes 
for reservations 472-3355 and ask for Julayne.  Cost is $18 
per adult and $10 for children.  Tours will be held on the 
first Tuesday of every month through April. 

My Trip to The Pick Preserve
by Ashley Thibaut, 4th grade class

Chirp Chirp!  The colorful birds sing to ac-
company us on our trip to the wetlands.  We 
observe the Cabbage Palm’s big fronds and 
the Sea Grape tree’s round leaves.  When we 
stop on the boardwalk, we are able to watch 
the crayfish and minnows. You can smell a 
damp earthy fragrance and gaze upon the 
Morning Glories.  It is an amazing trip here 
in the Pick Preserve!

calendar on Page 8

Environmental Educator Richard Finkel has been working with Sanibel 
School students.  Photo left:  4th graders on a recent visit to the Pick Preserve, 
where they observed the freshwater habitat.  Below is a descriptive paragraph 

written on a that visit.  Rich-
ard has also been working with 
3rd graders on a “Tree Proj-
ect.”  Each third grader has a 
tree to research, observe, mea-
sure and write about through-
out the school year.  At the end 
of the school year the students 
will be planting these trees on 
the school campus.  This tree 
project will also include field 
trips to SCCF’s Pick Preserve.
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Annual Meeting in December

Donor Open House at the Bailey Homestead in November

At SCCF’s Annual Meeting, held on December 7 at the Nature 
Center, Erick Lindblad recapped the events of the past year and out-
lined some of the plans for the Bailey Homestead in the coming years.  
Outoing Board members John La Gorce and Barbara Von Harten (not 
present) were saluted.  The membership approved the nomination of 
three new Board nominees:  Don Rice, Linda Uhler (who served previ-
ously on the Board) and Dr. Ed Wheeler.  The proposed slate of officers 

was voted on and approved at the 
December 14 Board of Trustees 
meeting:  President - Paul Roth; 
Vice President - Patti Sousa; Trea-
surer - Don Rice and Secretary - 
Linda Uhler.  New inductees into 
SCCF’s Legacy Soceity were also 
honored, including Philip and 
Roberta Puschel, Nancy McDowell and Margery Angst’s daughter made a spe-
cial trip to the area in honor of her mother’s legacy.

Above:  Legacy Society inductees Philip and 
Roberta Puschel; Left:  Board President Paul 
Roth (right) presenting a certificate of appre-
ciation to retiring Board Vice President John 
La Gorce.

SCCF hosted donor open houses 
on November 19 and 20, with 
Foundation staffers talking 
about SCCF program areas, the 
Bailey family and the home-

stead, farming, the 
windmill and how 
weather and fire have 
shaped the way people 
live on the islands.  

Photo of Erick Lindblad at the 
plow courtesy of Judie Zimomra

Photo of Erick Lindblad at the plow courtesy of Judie 
Zimomra

Photo courtesy Judie Zimomra.

NOTE:  The Bailey Homestead Preserve is NOT yet 
open to the public.  Restoration work is ongoing.
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Volunteers Charlie Hart, Betty Eertmoed, and John MacLennon have 
spruced up the native plant garden by the Periwinkle Preserve gazebo.

It has been ten years since The Periwinkle 
Preserve became part of SCCF preserved lands.  
Since then invasive non-native plants have been 
removed, a migratory bird trail has been planted.  
Interpretive signage greets you as you enter this 
preserve.  A pathway leads you through the ga-
zebo to a circle of inscribed donor bricks.  The 
gazebo and brick path are surrounded by a labeled 
native plant garden.  

Thanks to a dedicated group of volunteers 
who have been pruning and mulching since No-
vember, this site is ready to charm those who visit 
by bike or by foot.  Bricks can still be added in 
memory of or in honor of loved ones.

   
                   By Dee Serage-Century

Sprucing up the Garden at the Periwinkle Preserve Gazebo

2012 is shaping up to be all about water.  SCCF en-
courages you to join the discussions and learn more about 
how our water is managed, the progress of restoration proj-
ects that can store, treat and provide water and what’s ahead 
for assuring freshwater supplies are available for the future.   
In January there are three events you are invited and en-
couraged to engage in:
• January 5 - 7:  Everglades Coalition Conference at 

Hutchinson Island, Stuart 
• January 17 - 18:  Everglades Water Summit in Tallahassee 

sponsored by the Everglades  Foundation 
• January 31:  SCCF Conservation Forum, Sanibel   Speak-

er Author Cynthia Barnett    

The Everglades Coalition Conference is the largest 

Natural Resource Policy
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Continued right

Cynthia Barnett and “Blue Revolution”  – January 31
In her talk Blue Revolution: A water ethic for America & Florida, award-winning 

journalist Cynthia Barnett describes an illusion of water abundance that has encouraged 
everyone, from homeowners to farmers to utilities, to tap more and more.  Americans 
(and Floridians) see water as abundant and cheap: We turn on the faucet and out it 
gushes, for less than a penny a gallon. We use more water than any other culture in the 

world, much to quench what’s now our largest crop – the lawn. Yet most Americans 
cannot name the river or aquifer that flows to our taps, irrigates our food and pro-
duces our electricity. And most don’t realize their freshwater sources are in trouble. 
She proposes the most important part of the solution is also the simplest and least 
expensive: a shared water ethic among citizens, government and major water users

Cynthia Barnett is a long-time journalist who has reported on freshwater issues 
from the Suwannee River to Singapore.  Ms. Barnett’s previous book, Mirage: Flor-
ida and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S., won the gold medal for best nonfic-
tion in the Florida Book Awards and was named by The St. Petersburg Times as one 
of the top 10 books that every Floridian should read.  Ms. Barnett, has worked for 
newspapers and magazines for 25 years and has won numerous journalism awards.  
For more information, please visit the author’s website at www.cynthiabarnett.net. 
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gathering of Federal, State and local decision makers  and 
stakeholder advocates held to discuss the greater Everglades.  
Join like-minded conservation advocates for an exciting 
weekend of keynote addresses by top decision makers, ple-
nary and breakout sessions covering critical issues, and field 
trips exploring the region. Don’t miss the chance to join 
over 300 attendees and engage in dialogue to advance the 
restoration of this treasured ecosystem, which as the theme 
of this year’s conference explains, is worth every penny.    To 
register go to:  www.evergladescoalition.org.

On January 17 and 18, the Everglades Foundation will 
be hosting a first of its kind event in Tallahassee, Florida. 
The Everglades Water Supply Summit will be filled with 
informative, thought-provoking events designed to build 
momentum towards the restoration of a national treasure 
and to secure Florida’s water supply.

In 2011, Florida witnessed one of the worst droughts 
of its history. It was the fifth drought in the past ten years. 
This lack of rain sparked wildfires across the state and set 
large-scale destructive algal blooms in motion in the Caloo-
sahatchee. West Palm Beach and other municipalities came 
within days of running out of water.

The drought highlights issues that Florida should have 
been focusing on from the beginning: storing rainwater, 
cleaning it and supplying it to natural systems and the mil-
lions of Floridians who live in south Florida.  The Everglades 
ecosystem is a crucial link between water storage and water 
supply for almost 7 million Floridians. And at less than half 
its original size, one out of every three Floridians relies on the 
Everglades as the source of their fresh drinking water.

For over a hundred years, we have built canals and le-
vees to re-direct the natural southerly flow of freshwater 
from the headwaters of the Everglades in the Kissimmee 
River basin towards urban areas and coastal cities, disrupt-
ing the ecosystem’s delicate natural balance resulting in 
habitat loss  and water quality problems.

Join us in Tallahassee for the summit on Tuesday and 
visits to legislators on Wednesday.  To register go to:    http://
evergladessummit.org.

Conservation Forum – January 31
Continuing the water theme, on January 31st, SCCFs 

Conservation Forum will feature author Cynthia Barnett a 
long-time journalist who has reported on freshwater issues 
from the Suwannee River to Singapore. She is author of 
the new book Blue Revolution: Unmaking America’s Water 
Crisis, which calls for a water ethic for America.

The Boston Globe describes Ms. Barnett’s author per-
sona as “part journalist, part mom, part historian, and part 

optimist.” The Los Angeles Times writes that she “takes us 
back to the origins of our water in much the same way, 
with much the same vividness and compassion as Michael 
Pollan led us from our kitchens to potato fields and feed 
lots of modern agribusiness.”

Ms. Barnett’s previous book, Mirage: Florida and the 
Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S., won the gold medal for 
best nonfiction in the Florida Book Awards and was named 
by The St. Petersburg Times as one of the top 10 books 
that every Floridian should read.  Mirage was also a “One 
Region/One Book” read in thirty Florida counties.

Plan to join us at the Sanibel Community House on 
Tuesday, January 31 at 7 p.m. for a thought-provoking 
talk by an outstanding speaker and stay for a reception and 
book signing.  

Underscoring the Global Issue of Water
On December 8, 2011 the U.S. Senate Committee 

on Energy and Natural Resources held a hearing in DC 
on “opportunities and challenges to address domestic and 
global water supply issues.” Invited to give testimony to 
Congress was the Executive Director of the South Florida 
Water Management District, Melissa Meeker. In her testi-
mony, she focused on the importance of funding Everglades 
Restoration.  You can read her testimony on our website at:  
[karen need a link here] stating in part:

Finding and implementing workable, cost-effective solu-
tions to environmental, water resource protection and water 
supply availability issues requires a concerted and collaborative 
approach – a combination of public works projects and private 
participation that can yield mutually beneficial dividends. We 
must employ a variety of resource management tools to ad-
dress our challenges, and we must commit to financial and 
political investments in water conservation, water resource de-
velopment and alternative water supplies to ensure that future 
water needs will be met—not at the expense of our natural 
systems but as a result of innovative and cooperative solutions.

Good News on the Governor’s Budget
Last week some good news arrived with the release of 

the Governors budget.  Included is $40m for Everglades, 
up from $29 million last year, and $17m for FL Forever, 
the States landmark land buying program which was not 
funded for the first time in its two decade history last year.  

All funding will be debated in this year’s legislative 
session which begins early, January 10, 2012 due to redis-
tricting.  It promises to be a busy and challenging session 
so stay tuned.  
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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February 2012

SCCF MeMber update

SCCF and Community Involvement
Sanibel Rec Center Holiday Campers Collect Air Potatoes on the Center Tract

REALTORS® Spruce Up SCCF Preserve Signs

Kids from the Sanibel Recreation Center Holiday Camp got a head 
start in the City’s Second Annual Air Potato Exchange.  

Continued on Page 2 

The kids collected more than 115 pounds of air potatoes (and one raccoon 
skull!) in about an hour .

Cathy Gerasin mobilized members of the Sanibel and Captiva Islands Association of REATORS® when SCCF’s 
Kristie Anders realized some of our preserve signs needed a facelift.  In the first photo REALTORS® Robin Humphrey 
and Jayne Lumley show off their finished work at the Sanibel Gardens Preserve.  At Gulf Ridge, Diane Stocks took 
the lead.  West Sanibel River Preserve and 25 other signs have been tidied up thanks to our islands’ REALTORS®. 

A big thank you to all the volunteers!
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Air Potatoes -- Continued from Page 1 Second-to-fourth graders went out “collect-
ing” behind St. Isabel’s Catholic Church on SC-
CF’s Center Tract Preserve.  The City’s Air Potato 
Exchange Day was January 15; participants bringing 
in at least 25 air potato bulbils received a free native 
plant from SCCF’s Native Plant Nursery.

Chris Lechowicz, SCCF’s Wildlife Habitat 
Management Director, helped coordinate the Cen-
ter Tract collection.  The Air Potato Exchange is 
funded by a grant from the Florida Exotic Pest 
Plant Council (FLEEPC) and done in part-
nership with the City Vegetation Committee, 
SCCF, and J.N. “Ding” Darling NWR.  You 
can learn more about air potatoes at the City’s 
web site (and there’s also a link from SCCF’s 
web site):  http://www.mysanibel.com/Depart-
ments/Natural-Resources/Vegetation-Information/
Exotic-Vegetation/Air-Potato
   

          - Holly Downing, Environmental Specialist 
 City of Sanibel

Donald (Chip) Lesch
Philip Puschel
Robbie Roepstorff

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Paul F. Roth - President
Patti Jurney-Sousa - Vice President
Linda Uhler - Secretary
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Kristie Anders
Rick Bartleson, PhD

Cheryl Giattini
Erick Lindblad

A.J. Martignette
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2011 - 2012
The biggest air potatoes collected!

Bill Burch
Claude C. Crawford, PhD
Doris Holzheimer
Janie Howland

Martha Siders
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR
Carol Ann Zell

At times in the winter, hundreds of tree swallows flock at the Nature Center, feeding on wax myrtle berries.  These were pho-
tographed from the back porch on January 6.
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Help Is on the Way?

$290K

$360K
  to go!

$650K
The photos on this Update cover say it perfectly - SCCF is all 

about community.

The financial support of our community is essential to main-
taining our conservation programs and operations. Please help us 
reach our $650,000 Annual Fund Drive goal. Tax-deductible contri-
butions of cash or stock can be made by contacting Cheryl Giattini 
at 395-2768 or cgiattini@attglobal.net.  Online contributions can be 
made by visiting www.sccf.org today.

We need your support!

Marine Laboratory:  Red Tide Impacts on Shrimp, Shells, Seagrasses
By Rick Bartleson, Ph.D., Research Scientist

For most of us, Red Tide means fish kills and respiratory irritation.  People know that Red Tide affects shellfish 
because harvesting is closed, but we seldom see those effects.  The Marine Lab’s Rick Bartleson took the photos  on 
these pages showing the impact on shrimp, lightning whelks and king’s crowns, and on seagrasses in Tarpon Bay.  

The intense Red Tide in our area can have lasting 
consequences as much of the fauna did not survive. If 
the populations of grazers (such as snails, urchins, am-
phipods, and crustaceans like shrimp) were decreased 
substantially, macroalgae will be able to grow unimpeded 
until they break off and become drift algae.

In September, a dense bloom of Karenia brevis (the  
Florida Red Tide organism) occurred near Sarasota.  Cur-
rents brought water from that area towards Sanibel as the 
cell densities increased and as patches of the bloom were 
spread by currents.  Dense patches occurred off Sanibel 
within a month (October), and patches continued to be 

dispersed and grow into December.  Until the end of De-
cember, dead fish were not very abundant.  During De-
cember, very dense concentrations (30 million cells/L) were 

Left:  Dead shrimp in Tarpon Bay; 
Above:  Dead king’s crowns and a lightning whelk.

Continued on Page 4
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Red Tide -- Continued from Page 3

The only animals alive besides buried worms were sea stars.

Macroalgae growing on seagrass.  The death of grazers may 
mean more macroalgae growing.  The orange (upper right in 
photo) is a leaf, probably from a red mangrove.

Where does the white elemental sulfur in the marine 
environment come from?

A type of anaerobic bacteria (known as sulfate re-
ducers) produce hydrogen sulfide (H2S) when they use 
oxygen from sulfate (SO4) instead of from free oxygen.  
Other bacteria (sulfur reducers) then reduce the hydro-
gen sulfide to the white elemental sulfur seen in the 
photos.  (When there is more oxygen available in the 
water, sulfur-reducing bacteria will eventually reduce 
the elemental sulfur back to SO4.)

Seagrass in some areas in Tarpon Bay died during the 
Red Tide bloom, probably from anoxic conditions, meaning 
that there was no dissolved oxygen in the water.  Anoxia can 
happen when the high numbers of bacteria use up all the 
available oxygen.  

The seagrass could also possibly have been affected by 
highly toxic hydrogen sulfide.  It is not yet known how this 
happens but it was determined that the seagrass die-off in 
Florida Bay in the late 1980s could have been partly due to 
hydrogen sulfide.

Dead seagrass (photo on the right shows the stubs of dead shoalgrass) and the white elemental sulfur  in Tarpon Bay.  

sampled just offshore of Sanibel and in San Carlos Bay, and 
this water circulated into Pine Island Sound and Tarpon 
Bay.  For several weeks, the waters in Tarpon Bay and near 
the Causeway had high cell counts.  A strong cold front 
came through just around New Year’s and the turbulence 
from the waves could have caused a substantial reduction 
in K. brevis numbers because they have fragile, soft bodies. 
Water temperatures dropped during the cold front passage, 

decreasing to 15 degrees C, a level that curtails their growth. 
As the temperatures rise, the conditions will favor growth 
again, but the cell concentrations in Pine Island Sound are 
so low that it would take a month or more to reach bloom 
levels again. There is still a possibility that another dense 
patch is nearby in the Gulf of Mexico.
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Bailey Homestead Preserve donor tours

Campaign contributions from almost 2,000 people made 
SCCF’s acquisition of 28.5 acres along the Periwinkle 
corridor a reality. Many of these generous donors missed 
the opportunity to see the progress at the Thank You Cel-
ebration in November. Join SCCF staff for a behind-the-
scenes tour of this unique piece of land and see displays 
depicting the history of agriculture on the islands and 
ways in which weather has shaped SCCF’s conservation 
programs.  Because the Bailey Homestead Restoration 
Project is still underway, the property is not open to the 
public yet.  Reservations are required for both February 16 
and March 15 at 2 p.m.  Please call us at 472-2329 for 
reservations and parking instructions.   

BeacH Walks at Historic island inn

Meet your SCCF guide in the parking lot of Island Inn 
at 3111 West Gulf drive at 10 a.m.   Take a walk on the 
beach identifying what the local tides, currents, and 
winds have deposited for you to see.  Sanibel continues 
the commitment to protect local beaches by leaving the 
wrack community of cast ashore seaweeds and sea grasses 
that feed the insects, shorebirds and beach plants that live 
there.  Monday, February 13 and 27 at 10 a.m.  This pro-
gram is free to all.

Birding at tHe Preserves

Join experienced birders on Friday morning outings to 
preserves owned and managed by SCCF.  Both new and 
experienced birders will enjoy a variety of birds in a di-
versity of wildlife habitats.  Botany enthusiasts are also 
welcome to help identify plants along the trails.  All walks 
begin at 8 a.m, but the locations do vary.  Walks are free 
for members and non-members.  Please call 472-2329 for 
more information.

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range.  No one knows how many 
bobcats there are on Sanibel and Captiva but according 
to the book this adaptable feline’s ability to survive close 
to humans is one of the reasons for the bobcat’s success.  
Rats and mice can make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
To learn more about the biology and society of this shy fe-
line that moves so peacefully among us, you are invited to 
attend “Bobcat Tales” on Wednesdays, February 1 and 22 
at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is 
$5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

Butterfly House tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.

 caloosaHatcHee oxBoW & riverlore cruises

The upcoming season of the Oxbow & Riverlore Cruis-
es begins in November.  Come with us to experience the 
historic meanders of the upriver Caloosahatchee, follow-
ing the river back to a time when a waterfall served as the 
headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved living 
amongst  the wilderness.  Guided by SCCF Natural Re-
source Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour ad-
venture departs Saturday at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin 
Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations 
and payment required.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  
To reserve your spot call 472-2329.  Cruises are offered on 
the following Sundays in 2012:  February 26, March 11, 
April 15 and on Mothers Day, Sunday, May 13.

tHe city tHat almost Wasn’t and tHe saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement 
and the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work 
yielded the preservation of the phenomenal and bounti-
ful natural resources we all enjoy today. Come join us to 
hear more about the City that almost wasn’t and the work 
that lead to its conservation. Thursday, February 2 at 2 
p.m.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and 
children attending for free.

coyote and Bear tales

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island for the first time last winter.  Come and learn about 
the behaviors of these two new species.  Coyotes have now 
moved into every county in Florida.  Both human and bear 
populations are growing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a 
bear’s diet comes from insects and fruits.  Thursday, Febru-
ary 2 and Wednesdays, February 15 and 29 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

dolPHin and Wildlife adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF February 2012 Program Schedule

Continued on Page 6
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SCCF February 2012 Program Schedule
tHe eagles of saniBel and caPtiva

There are four nesting eagle pairs on Sanibel and Captiva 
this year, compared to three the last nesting season.  Come 
and learn more about these large birds of prey from local 
eagle and osprey expert “Bird” Westall.  Friday, February 
10 at 10 a.m.  Cost is $5 for adults with SCCF members 
and children free.

gator & crocodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale 
of survival.  Come and learn to live with these living dino-
saurs to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Following the program take a walk on the trails to see an 
alligator nest that hatched this summer.  Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 8, Thursday, February 16 and Tuesday, February 28 
at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Call 472-2329 for more 
information.

tHe History of restoration & management of tHe 
saniBel river corridor

The  preservation of Sanibel’s interior freshwater wetlands 
has been one of SCCF’s main goals since 1967.  It is these 
wetlands that make us so unique as a barrier island.  Ex-
ecutive director, Erick Lindblad, will recreate for us the 
process of Sanibel’s wetland protection through land ac-
quisition, invasive plant control, fire, and the restoration 
of near historic Wetland water levels.  Friday, February 3 
at 10 a.m.  Cost is $5 for adults with SCCF members and 
children free.

Hurricanes!
Wildlife, vegetation and human existence on these is-
lands have been shaped by tropical storms. Most recently 
Hurricane Charley left his mark on these barrier islands.  
Storms in 1873, 1910, 1945, and others rearranged sand 
and with each swipe, they re-sculpted the islands.  Spa-
ghetti models provide some of the world’s best computer 
simulations analyzing a storm’s behavior.  Our growth 
in technology has improved communication to people 
who live in the path of a storm, but nothing is powerful 
enough to alter a hurricane’s course.  Thursday, February 
9 at 2 p.m.  $5 for non-members; members and children 17 
and under are free.  

native Plant landscaPes

The Native Plant Nursery has been helping homeown-
ers design and install landscapes for wildlife since 1978.  
These landscapes create habitat for birds and butterflies 
as well as reduce irrigation and fertilizer usage.  Come 
and learn about the over 100 species of native plants be-
ing propagated and raised from nursery manager, Jenny 
Evans.  Friday, February 17 at 10 a.m.  This program is 
free to all.

oPen House

Save the date for Open House on Presidents’ Day, Feb-
ruary 20.  This year, we’ve ramped up the presentations 
by the Marine Lab, Wildlife Habitat Management and 
Natural Resource Policy staff to give more insight into 
their oftentimes behind-the-scenes work.  There will also 
be live animal exhibits, hot dogs and the ever popular Na-
ture Sounds Contest (which begins at 11:45 a.m.)  More 
info to come in the February Member Update.  Presidents 
Day, Monday, February 20 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Free.

otter tales

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this large, 
aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  River 
otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture the 
hearts of all who see them.  Otter sightings have increased 
recently on SCCF trails.  Following the program take a 
walk on the trail and view an otter communication sight.  
Tuesday, February 7 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

oWl tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  There is 
a nest box on the side of the SCCF Nature Center where 
Barn owls have nested off and on since 1980... will they 
return this year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting 
phase with males guarding territory and calling to females.   
Tuesday, February 21 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is 
$5 with SCCF members and children attending for free.

sailing under tHe stars

Linger out on the water, sail under the stars and enjoy an 
introduction to our night sky.  Planets, stars and constel-
lations will be identified along the way.  Mythology and 
mysteries of the universe will be appreciated under the 
magic of the night sky.  Join us and share in the universal 
and timeless fascination of our night skies.   Sailing under 
the Stars will be offered on Thursdays and Saturdays and 
will last approximately one and a half hours.  Times, cost, 
reservations and additional information may be obtained by 
calling Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.

sHoreBird Walks at tHe saniBel inn

Meet your SCCF guide poolside at the Sanibel Inn, 937 
East Gulf Drive.  Learn the stories of the shorebirds you 
encounter, some have migrated thousands of miles to local 
beaches.  Sanibel continues the commitment to protect lo-
cal beaches by leaving the wrack community of cast ashore 
seaweeds and seagrasses that feed the insects, shorebirds 
and beach plants that live there.  Wednesdays, February 8, 
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SCCF February 2012 Program Schedule
22, and 29 at 8 a.m.  This program is free to all.

tHe snakes of saniBel and caPtiva

From surveys conducted by the SCCF there are 13 species 
of snake documented for Sanibel.  Two species reported in 
the past were NOT encountered during these surveys, the 
Eastern Indigo Snake and the Eastern Diamondback Rat-
tlesnake. Come and learn about island snakes from Chris 
Lechowicz, Director of Habitat Management.  There will 
be live snakes to hold if you are so inclined including an 
Indigo snake that will be making her home in the nature 
center in a new exhibit.  Friday, February 24 at 10 a.m.  
Cost of the program is $5 for adults with SCCF members 
and children free.

tides, currents and tHe florida sHelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day – or why you can see 
seagrasses when the tide chart says it is high tide – this pro-
gram may be of interest to you.  In the past few years more 
people have become aware of the Florida Shelf.  Where is 
it and why is it important?  Come to this introduction to 
how water behaves as the earth spins, the moon orbits and 
the winds blow.  Thursday, February 23 at 2 p.m.  $5 for 
non-members; members and children 17 and under are free.  

trail Walks: exPlore saniBel’s interior Wetlands

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida be-
cause it seill has an interior freshwater wetland ecosys-
tem that has not been lost to development.  This Ever-
glades-like ecosystem supports a wide variety of plants 
and animals.  Join us for a guided walk through the inte-
rior wetlands and mid-island ridges of the Center Tract 
with discussion of native habitats, natural and cultural 
history and preservation efforts.  Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays at 11 a.m.  Meet at the Nature 
Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for non-members; free 
to members and children.

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  Thursday, February 9 and 
23 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

turtles, tortoises and terraPins

The Nature Center now has a tank with live hatchlings 
of peninsula cooter, Florida softshell, red-eared and yel-
low-bellied sliders and mud turtles.  Bring in the grand-
kids.  And a new addition is a beautiful species, the or-

nate diamondback terrapin, featured in a new 220-gallon 
tank.  This saltwater species lives in the brackish water of 
the mangrove creeks where they forage on shrimp, fiddler 
crabs, and anything else they can dig up.  Join us on Tuesday, 
February 14 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 with mem-
bers and children free.

Weeds and seeds

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding and 
identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, visiting 
different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, and are 
guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group will meet at 
the Nature Center porch.  Depending on the location vis-
ited, you may need parking money.  Please bring a hat, wa-
ter, sun-block and comfortable enclosed shoes with socks. 
For further information on the January 9 and 23 walks, 
please call Elaine Jacobson at 395-1878; for the January 
16 and 30 walks, please call Betty Eertmode at 395-9240.  
Mondays at 8:45 a.m., meet at the base of the Nature Center 
porch.  Walks are free but donations to SCCF are welcome. 

Wildlife tour at tHe dunes 
 Take an SCCF Wildlife Tour by golf cart at The Dunes 
to see alligators and birds.  Last season, an eagle and 
the crocodile were spotted.  The golf course lakes sur-
rounded by SCCF preserved lands make for great wild-
life viewing.  The tour starts at 4 p.m. from the Dunes 
clubhouse.  Tuesday, February 7 at 4 p.m.  Call the Dunes 
for reservations 472-3355 and ask for Julayne.  Cost is $18 
per adult and $10 for children.  Tours will be held on the 
first Tuesday of every month through April. 

20th Annual Tennis Tournament
   

Join us for the premier tournament on the islands:   
Cocktails:  Friday, March 30

Tournament:  Saturday, March 31 - Sunday, April 1   
Please call 472-2329 for information

Don’t Miss Open House!
Come and learn about what our Marine Lab, Wildlife 

Habitat Management and Natural Resource Policy 
staffers do.

Nature Sounds Contest at 11:45
Weeds and Seeds • Touch Tanks • Hot Dogs

Monday, February 20 from 11 - 2 

Big thanks to the organizers of the Captiva Holiday 
Village Golf Cart Parade sponsored by Royal Shell.  A 
portion of the registration fees for the parade have been 
donated to SCCF for the second year. Executive Direc-
tor Erick Lindblad served as one of the judges.
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Natural Resource Policy
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

This year’s conference, held on the 
shores of the St. Lucie estuary and In-
dian River Lagoon in Stuart, FL, had a 
collaborative and optimistic tone and 
was well attended by key State and 
Federal decision-makers and advocates 
from across the greater Everglades.

One reason for optimism is the 
progress of a series of projects that 
have moved from planning to con-
struction, including the C44 Res-
ervoir and stormwater treatment 
project for the St. Lucie estuary in 
Martin County, and the construc-
tion of the first mile of bridging of 
Tamiami Trail, which allows water to 
move south under the road into Ever-
glades National Park.  Approval of an 
additional 5.5 miles of bridging now 
heads to Congress for appropriations.    

The momentum generated from 
moving projects forward is seen in 
the $142 million budget approved by 
Congress for restoring the Everglades 
and the Kissimmee River.  The Fed-
eral commitment was underscored 
by Federal leaders who addressed the 
conference, including Lisa Jackson, 
administrator of the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency; U.S. Sen-
ator Bill Nelson, D-Fla.; and Rachel 
Jacobson, assistant secretary of the 
U.S. Department of the Interior.

The Everglades Coalition’s pri-
orities for this year depend on the 
Federal and  State partners working 
together.  Priorities include securing 
funding for Everglades restoration, 
moving forward with the central Ev-
erglades planning process in an ex-
pedited time frame, balancing water 
availability for natural systems and 
private water consumers and adop-
tion of tough water quality standards 

to protect all Florida’s waters.
The state was represented with 

participation by Governor Rick Scott, 
Florida Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) Secretary Her-
schel Vinyard and South Florida Wa-
ter Management District (SFWMD) 
Executive Director Melissa Meeker.  
Governor Scott spoke about his com-
mitment to the Everglades.  In con-
trast to last year, the Governor’s bud-
get this year proposes  $40 million for 
Everglades restoration (which includes 
funding for northern Everglades estu-
aries) and $15 million for Florida For-
ever, to buy land for conservation.  

While he spoke about the state’s 
economic dependence on clean wa-
ter and healthy ecosystems to support 
tourism and our quality of life, the state 
has proposed a rule on nutrient pollu-
tion that has no nutrient standards for 
freshwaters in the Caloosahatchee, St. 
Lucie and entire Everglades!  We still 
have work to do on this issue and 

it will be one focus of our lobbing ef-
fort in Tallahassee on January 17-18.

Some of the optimism of the con-
ference comes from the Federal pro-
posal to refocus on central Everglades 
projects and streamline the cumber-
some Federal process that can take a 
decade to move projects from con-
cept to construction.  The expedited 
process is targeting 18 months to two 
years, which hopefully would make 
funding the projects more likely.  

Getting water flows and water 
quality right is a central tenant for 
achieving success in this restoration 
for both ecological functions as well 
as our state’s economy. Protecting 
the quality and quantity of water in 
Lake Okeechobee protects the down-
stream systems including the Ever-
glades, Florida Bay, St. Lucie Estuary 
and the Caloosahatchee River, estu-
ary and our coastal waters.  

This was the focus of the final 

SCCF’s Rae Ann Wessel (left) on a panel at the Everglades Coalition Conference 
discussing Lake O challenges and solutions.  To the right of Rae Ann are Paul Gray 
of Audubon of Florida; Colonel Alfred Pantano, Commander of the Jacksonville 
District of the Corps; Agricultural representative Irene Kennedy Quincy; and Mar-
ianne Martin from Roland and Martins Marina on Lake O.  
Photo courtesy John Campbell, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Everglades Coalitions 27th Conference “Worth Every Penny”

Continued on Page 10
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plenary panel of the conference in which I joined the 
Corps Jacksonville District Commander Colonel Al-
fred Pantano;  Dr. Paul Gray from Audubon represent-
ing Lake Okeechobee; Agricultural representative Irene 
Kennedy Quincy and business woman Marianne Martin 
from Roland and Martins Marina on Lake O.  The panel 
discussion was moderated by our Governing Board rep-
resentative Dan DeLisi.  In a no-holds-barred discussion 
of the obstacles and solutions to getting water right in the 
liquid heart of south Florida, we engaged our differing 
perspectives on the solutions.  In summing up our assess-
ment of what needs to happen, I challenged the Corps 
and District to not repeat the mistakes of so many previ-
ous years but rather to manage water in a way that shares 
both abundance and adversity between all stakeholders.  

Wrapping up the conference as the Keynote speaker 
at dinner Saturday night was author Carl Hiaasen whose 
presentation wrapped together Everglades restoration, py-
thons and politics… what can I say except that my sides 
still hurt from laughing.  

Just as success in the greater Everglades restoration 

process requires we work together through our differenc-
es, balancing the needs of the Lake and estuaries requires 
our best efforts be invested for the prize of  ecological and 
economic abundance.    

Florida’s 2012 Legislative Session
On January 17-18, I will join the Everglades Foun-

dation for a Water Summit in Tallahassee where we will 
lobby the state legislature to support Everglades restora-
tion as well as water quality and quantity initiatives.  

SCCF priorities will include yet another year protecting 
our local water quality initiatives from being sidelined by 
state pre-emptions on fertilizer and septic tank inspection 
and maintenance programs.  Another very significant pri-
ority is to battle attempts to privatize Florida’s water supply 
through a number of bills and initiatives.  This threat has 
called former Florida Senator and Governor Bob Graham 
out of retirement to try to thwart these misguided efforts.

The 2012 legislative session kicked off Tuesday Janu-
ary 10, two months early because one of this year’s priori-
ties is redistricting.

Calooosahatchee & Estuary Conditions
Once again, as we head into the dry season, salinities are beginning to rise to harmful levels.  Salinity levels 

above 10 psu damage tapegrass; the 
30-day average at Fort Myers has 
been 11.9 psu.

For  the past year SCCF Natu-
ral Resource Policy and Marine Lab 
staff have been working with our 
west coast partners — the City of 
Sanibel, J.N. “Ding” Darling NWR 
and Lee County — to provide Ca-
loosahatchee Condition Reports to 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
(COE) and South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD), 
with recommendations about water 
management.    

With little rain following the 
very heavy rains in October, salinities have been rising in the estuary.  At our request, the COE and SFWMD initi-
ated weekly pulse releases from Lake Okeechobee of 450 cfs (cubic feet per second) at Franklin Lock on December 16, 
2011.  Despite these releases, the salinity at Fort Myers has exceeded the salinity tolerance of tapegrass for the past three 
weeks.  The result has been that the tapegrass transplated by the Marine Lab at the U.S. 41 bridges and Beautiful Island 
has been lost.  This week we requested additional water, up to 650 cfs.

You can find all the Caloosahatchee Condition Reports through our web site home page or at:  
http://www.sccf.org/content/201/Caloosahatchee-Condition-Reports.aspx

Policy -- Continued from Page 9
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Marine Laboratory:  Overview of Lab Work
During the Bailey Homestead Donor Open House 

tours, the Marine Lab has had several displays set up in-
side the house.  If you are planning to stop by in February 
or March, please come and check out the various displays 
and talk to some of the Lab staff. 

Some of the topics covered included:  storm surge, the 
affects of Hurricane Charley on local mangroves, how bar-
rier islands form and are affected by sea level rise, how low 
dissolved oxygen affects local marine life, and how the Janu-
ary 2010 cold event affected local fish and sea turtles.

If you were not able to make it or didn’t get to see all 
the displays, you can view videos of the displays by visiting 
the SCCF YouTube page at www.youtube.com/SCCFSani-
belCaptiva. While you are there make sure to check out 

our other videos!   
- A.J. Martignette, 
Research Assistant

Save the Date   

Before I Forget... A Memoir with Music  
 

By and with Sally-Jane Heit   

Saturday Evening, March 24
   

The Sanctuary Clubhouse

Photo by Annie Leibovitz

This performance is graciously underwritten by The Sanibel Captiva Trust Company

Top Left:  Sea level 
rise; Far Left:  Win-
ter temperature dips 
tracked by RECON; 
Left:  Our weather 
station recorded the 
passage of 2004’s Hur-
ricane Charley.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   

NON PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
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March 2012

SccF MeMber Update

Florida Shorebird Survey on the Islands

This past month SCCF, along with J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge, participated in the statewide 
Florida Shorebird Survey which took place on Sanibel, Cap-
tiva, and North Captiva islands.  The statewide survey has 
occurred annually since 2008, during a one-week window 
every February.  This survey targets all species of ducks, sea-
birds, shorebirds, raptors, and wading birds that can be seen 
utilizing the beach habitat.  The staff of SCCF and the refuge 
identified 29 species and 2,611 individual birds.

The five most common species seen were Laugh-
ing Gulls, Royal Terns, Willets, Sanderlings, and White 
Ibis, with 231, 399, 462, 231, and 221 individuals re-
spectively.  These numbers are not surprising, as these 
species are commonly seen on all three islands.  Some 

of the rarer species spotted were a group of eight Pip-
ing Plovers, which are listed as threatened by the federal 
government, and a lone Wood Stork, which is listed as 
endangered federally.

Three Snowy Plovers were also documented during 
the survey.  This year marks the 10-year anniversary of the 
inception of the Snowy Plover Monitoring Program start-
ed by Brad Smith during the breeding season of 2002.  
The Snowy Plover nesting season begins officially on Feb-
ruary 15th and lasts until mid-August.  

If you have any questions or comments about the 
SCCF shorebird monitoring program please contact Joel 
Caouette at the Wildlife Habitat Management office at 
(239) 472-3884 or email him at jcaouette@sccf.org.

Above:  White ibises.   Below left and center:  Snowy Plovers (the bird in the center has its breeding plumage).  Below right:   
Sandwich Tern on the left and a Forester’s Tern on the right.  Photos below by Betsy Evans. 

By: Joel Caouette, Biologist
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Natural Resource Policy
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Florida Legislative Session at Halfway Point
As of this writing we are halfway 

through our 60-day legislative session.   
Thanks to everyone who responded to 
our alerts so far, our voices are being 
heard!  Good news, your efforts helped 
defeat very bad fertilizer bills, privati-
zation of State lands and the defini-
tion of water.  We need your help in 
translating these successes into actions 
to help continue the fight against bad 
legislation still pending.   

As of this writing there are a 
number of budget issues and bills of 
concern that we are tracking and will 
need your letters and calls to address.  

Budget  
Everglades Restoration:   The Gover-
nor’s budget recommends $40 mil-
lion for Everglades funding.  The 
House Budget included $35 million 
but the Senate released a budget that 
zeroes out funding for Everglades 
restoration.   Restoration of the Ev-
erglades protects Florida’s drinking 
water supply for more than seven mil-
lion residents of Florida, one of every 
three, who rely on the Everglades for 
a daily supply of freshwater. Now, 
this resource that we value every day 
is in serious jeopardy.

Florida Forever: Although the Gov-
ernors budget recommended $15 
million for Florida’s land acquisition 
program, the House budget zeroed 
out all funding for the program and 

cut $7.5 million dollars in budget 
authority to purchase buffer zones 
to provide both  water recharge and 
wildlife habitat  around critical mili-
tary installations. 

SB 1158/HB695 Oil and Gas Drilling 
on State Lands

SB 695 makes it easier for a pri-
vate entity to explore and drill for 
oil and gas on state lands.  The bill is 

designed to use the downturn in the 
economy to advocate for industrial 
uses in the form of the development 
of oil and gas resources on state owned 
conservation land.  The conversion of 
conservation lands — acquired over 
the last 50 years — into industrial ar-
eas will destroy the multi-billion dollar 
economic value that these lands cur-
rently provide for Florida’s economy.  
Beyond the direct economic value 

If you would like to receive our Action Alert emails, please sign up on our 
web site home page (to receive the SCCF Newsletter).  If you would like 
to contact our state legislators about the issues outlined here, please see 
our website for legislative contacts:  
http://www.sccf.org/content/220/Florida-2012-Legislature.aspx

Cartoon courtesy Cathy Cochrane and Sherry Snowdon
www.doinmytoons.blogspot.com
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The Importance of Partnerships

$360K

$290K
  to go!

$650K

Policy -- Continued from left

Elsewhere in this newsletter are wonderful stories about the importance of 
partnerships.   

Whether it's the Native Plant Nursery partnering with the City of Sanibel to 
provide native plants for the Air Potato Exchange, or the 10th anniversary of the 
Snowy Plover program we started in partnership with the J.N. "Ding" Darling 
National Wildlife Refuge, there are many examples of the essential need to work 
together to achieve our conservation goals.   

The financial partnership of our donors is equally essential for maintaining our 
conservation programs and operations. Please help us reach our $650,000 Annual 
Fund Drive goal. Tax-deductible contributions of cash or stock can be made by 
contacting Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 or cgiattini@attglobal.net. Online contri-
butions can be made by visiting www.sccf.org today.   

We're counting on your support!

of hunting, fishing, hiking, biking, 
camping, wildlife watching, etc., con-
servation lands also provide cost-free 
services including habitat for listed 
species, protection of air and water 
quality and areas that store storm wa-
ter to mitigate floods, and recharge 
our groundwater supply. 

Celebrate Successes!
SB 604/HB 421  Fertilizer Pre-
Emption:  This bad pair of bill would 
have gutted the essence of our local 
and regional ordinances designed to 
prevent pollution enrichment of our 
local waters.   Thanks to your calls 
and emails and the dedication of our 
regional leaders, Vice Mayor Mick 
Denham and Lee County Commis-
sioner Ray Judah, who travelled to 
Tallahassee multiple times to testify 
against these bills, this issue is dead 
for this legislative session.    

HB 1103 Ordinary High Water 
Line Change of public land definition:  
This bill would give away public lands 
surrounding our state’s lakes, rivers and 
freshwater bodies through a simple 

change in the definition of the public 
private line.  This would eliminate pub-
lic access for fishing, boating, hunting 
and wildlife viewing by privatizing this 
land.   The bill’s sponsor Representative 
Tom Goodson (R-Titusville) has heard 
the outcry against this nonsense, thanks 
to your calls and letters.   Facing strong 
opposition he was quoted in the Florida 
Current that the bill is “likely dead” for 
this legislative session.   We’ll keep tabs 
on this one.  

HB 639 Reclaimed Water:  Another 
victory was achieved in the revisions 
to Representative Dana Young’s (R-
Tampa) reclaimed water bill which 
was revised as the result of public 
pressure.  The bill has been amended 
to delete the Section that would have 
changed Florida’s definition of water 
and waters in the state to exclude 
reclaimed water thereby privatiz-
ing water and reducing the amount 
available to public resources.

Everglades Summit in Tallahassee
In January, sportsman, realtors, 

community and business leaders 

joined advocates for the Greater Ever-
glades in Tallahassee for a summit on 
water hosted by the Everglades Foun-
dation.  The two day event engaged 
stakeholders from throughout the GE 
in videos and interactive discussions 
that included Secretary of the Interior 
Ken Salazar, FL Governor Rick Scott, 
FL Commissioner of Agriculture 
Adam Putnam, FL CFO Jeff Atwater 
and former Senator and Governor Bob 
Graham in discussions about the criti-
cal economic and ecological value of 
Florida’s water resources.  

Former Senate President and Flor-
ida Chief Financial Officer captured 
the economic importance of water in 
the Sunshine State saying “Even with 
a week of cloudy days we can fill hotel 
rooms; even after a freeze our states 
crops can feed the nation but the day 
there is no water when we turn on the 
tap is the day our economy dries up”.    
And it is clear, we cannot wait until 
that day to take action.   

Videos of the summit are avail-
able through the Everglades Founda-
tion:  http://www.evergladesfounda-
tion.org/videos.
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Bailey Homestead Preserve donor tours

Donors are invited to join SCCF staff for a behind-the-
scenes tour and learn about some of SCCF’s work.  Be-
cause the Bailey Homestead Restoration Project is still 
underway, the property is not open to the public yet.  Res-
ervations are required.  March 15 at 2 p.m.  Please call us at 
472-2329 for reservations and parking instructions.   

BeacH Walks at Historic island inn

Meet your SCCF guide in the parking lot of Island Inn at 
3111 West Gulf drive at 10 a.m.   Take a walk on the beach 
identifying what the local tides, currents, and winds have 
deposited for you to see.  Sanibel continues the commit-
ment to protect local beaches by leaving the wrack commu-
nity of cast ashore seaweeds and sea grasses that feed the in-
sects, shorebirds and beach plants that live there.  Monday, 
March 12 and 26 at 10 a.m.  This program is free to all.

Before i forget...  evening WitH sally-Jane Heit

Join us for this special evening at The Sanctuary Clubhouse, 
Before I Forget... A Memoir with Music by and with Sally-
Jane Heit, accompanied by Musical Director Uel Wade.  
Meet Ms. Heit after the performance and enjoy a Decadent 
Dessert Buffet and a Champagne and Coffee Bar.  Benefit 
tickets are $75.  Saturday, March 24 at 7:30 p.m.  Reserve 
your seats for this intimate evening by calling 472-2329.

Big o Birding festival

The Big O birding festival will be in based in LaBelle this 
year, March 28-31 and offers access to some remote, off-beat 
and remarkable birding areas around Lake Okeechobee:  
Fort Center WMA & Harney Pond Canal with Dr. Paul 
Gray; Okaloacoochee Slough with Paddy Cunningham; 
take a photography workshop with John Lopinot; travel by 
boat to bird roosting areas in Lake O.  Support the Big O 
Birding Festival and demonstrate the value of ecotourism 
to our upstream neighbors. For more information refer to 
their website at www.bigobirdingfestival.com.

Birding at tHe Preserves

New and experienced birders are invited to join experienced 
birders on Friday morning outings to preserves owned and 
managed by SCCF.  Botany enthusiasts are also welcome.  
Walks begin at 8 a.m., free, 472-2329 for info.
• March 9 - Bailey Homestead Preserve.  Park at Roadside 

City Park on Periwinkle and meet in the parking lot.
• March 23 - Sanibel Gardens - Enter Island Inn Road from 

Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of the road near the 
trailhead or enter Island Inn Road from West Gulf Drive, 
park near road barrier and short walk to trailhead.

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range, and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons 
for the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 
40% of the bobcat’s diet.  Tuesdays, March 6 and 20 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

Butterfly House tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.

 caloosaHatcHee oxBoW & riverlore cruises

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee, following the river back to a time 
when a waterfall served as the headwaters of the Caloosa-
hatchee.  Guided by Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour adven-
ture departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam 
Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations and payment 
required.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  For reserva-
tions, call 472-2329.  Cruises are offered:  March 11 (sold 
out), April 15 and on Mothers Day, Sunday, May 13.

tHe city tHat almost Wasn’t and tHe saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
It was no accident that this work yielded the preservation of 
the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we all enjoy 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF March 2012 Program Schedule

Save the Date:  

First Annual Beer in the Bushes   

Saturday, April 14
Gourmet Beer Tasting

with
Great Music, Dancing and Food

      Graciously sponsored by

20th Annual Tennis Tournament
   

Join us for the premier tournament on the islands:   
Cocktails:  Friday, March 30

Tournament:  Saturday, March 31 - Sunday, April 1   
Please call 472-2329 for information
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SCCF March 2012 Program Schedule
today. Thursday, March 8 at 2 p.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free.

coyote and Bear tales

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island for the first time last winter.  Come and learn about 
the behaviors of these two new species.  Coyotes have now 
moved into every county in Florida.  Both human and bear 
populations are growing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a 
bear’s diet comes from insects and fruits.  Tuesday, March 
13 and Wednesday, March 28 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF au-
ditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members 
and children attending for free.

dolPHin and Wildlife adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

gator & crocodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale 
of survival.  Come and learn to live with these living dino-
saurs to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Following the program take a walk on the trails to see 
an alligator nest that hatched this summer.  Wednesday, 
March 14 and Tuesday, March 27 at 10 a.m. at the Nature 
Center.  Call 472-2329 for more information.

marine laB friday talks

March 2 at 10 am…Red tide with Rick Bartleson, Ph.D.  
Rick will talk about red tide and other algal blooms, including 
recent research findings, what causes algal blooms, what can 
be done, Lab research and tracking nutrient sources for algae.

March 9…GIS (Geographical Information Systems) 
and Lab data with Alex Rybak, Ph.D., GIS/Database 
Manager.  GIS brings sophisticated mapping and data-
base applications to the Lab’s research ananlysis, including 
Clam Bayou oyster reef and mangrove restoration plus 
events recorded by RECON sensors.  

March 16…RECON and Weather Stations with 
Lab Research Assistants A.J. Martignette and Jeff Si-
wicke.  Learn about the Lab’s RECON (River, Estuary 
and Coastal Observing Network). RECON has been col-
lecting real-time data since 2007, sampling water quality 
hourly and sending that data to our website (www.recon.
sccf.org).  Learn how it works, view the data, and what it 
takes to keep it running.  An optional tour of the Marine 
Lab follows.

March 23...Scallops with Research Associate Mark 
Thompson looks at the Lab’s scallop surveys in Pine Is-
land Sound and our volunteer scallop “farming” program, 
begun in 2009.

March 30...Restoration Overview and Partnerships 

with Marine Lab Director Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D.  Eric 
has been working for the past several years on the restora-
tion of oyster reefs and mangroves in Clam Bayou, part-
nering with local and national groups including the City 
of Sanibel, Lee County, NOAA.  

marine laB tour 
Meet the Marine Lab staff and get up-to-date info on Lab 
projects while touring the facility.  Meet at the Nature 
Center for a short introduction and then carpool to the 
Marine Lab.  Friday, March 16 at 11 a.m.  Reservations 
required.  FREE.  Call 472-2329.

otter tales

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Come and learn about this large, 
aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  River 
otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture the 
hearts of all who see them.  Otter sightings have increased 
recently on SCCF trails.  Following the program take a 
walk on the trail and view an otter communication sight.  
Wednesday, March 7 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

oWl tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  Will the 

An Elegant Evening to Benefit SCCF
Before I Forget...

A Memoir with Music   

By and with Sanibel Neightbor and 
Actress Sally-Jane Heit 

Musical director Uel Wade   
Saturday Evening, March 24

at 7:30 p.m.
  The Sanctuary Clubhouse

Benefit tickets - $45
Reserve your seats for this intimate evening 

by calling 472-2329.    
This performance is graciously underwirtten by

Meet Ms. Heit after the 
performance and enjoy a  

Decadent Dessert 
Buffet and 

Champagne & Coffee Bar Photo by Annie Leibovitz
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SCCF March 2012 Program Schedule
Barn Owls use the nest box on the side 
of the SCCF Nature Center this year?  
Island Screech owls are in the courting 
phase with males guarding territory 
and calling to females.   Wednesday, 
March 21 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the 
program is $5 with SCCF members and 
children attending for free.

sHoreBird Walks at tHe saniBel inn

Meet your SCCF guide poolside at 
the Sanibel Inn, 937 East Gulf Drive.  
Learn the stories of the shorebirds you 
encounter, some have migrated thou-
sands of miles to local beaches.  Sani-
bel continues the commitment to pro-
tect local beaches by leaving the wrack 
community of cast ashore seaweeds 
and seagrasses that feed the insects, 
shorebirds and beach plants that live 
there.  Wednesdays, March 14 and 28 
at 8 a.m.  This program is free to all.

tides, currents & tHe florida sHelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boat-
ing, birding or just enjoying the view 
of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  If you have 
wondered why the islands sometimes 
have just one tide a day – or why you 
can see seagrasses when the tide chart 
says it is high tide – this program may 
be of interest to you.  Come to this 
introduction to how water behaves as 
the earth spins, the moon orbits and 
the winds blow.  Thursday, March 22 
at 2 p.m.  $5 for non-members; mem-
bers and children 17 and under are free.  

trail Walks: exPlore saniBel’s 
interior Wetlands

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier is-
land in Florida because it still has an 
interior freshwater wetland ecosystem 
that has not been lost to development.  

Join us for a guided walk through 
the interior wetlands and mid-island 
ridges of the Center Tract with dis-
cussion of native habitats, natural 
and cultural history and preservation 
efforts.  Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays at 11 a.m.  Meet at 
the Nature Center and proceed to the 
trails.  $5 for non-members; free to 
members and children.

snoWy Plovers 
Have you ever wondered about the 
staked nests on the beach or the fami-
lies of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to 
know which of the birds on the beach 
actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to 
learn about the biology of the Snowy 
Plover, the threats to their survival, 
and the ongoing SCCF research and 
conservation efforts on Sanibel and 
around Florida.  Thursdays, March 15 
and 29 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Cen-
ter auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, 
with members and children free. 

20tH annual tennis tournament

Join us for the premier tennis tour-
nament on the islands, celebrating 
it’s 20th year!  Played at The Dunes, 
with the  opening cocktail party at 
SCCF on Friday, March 30.  Tourna-
ment play Saturday, March 31 - Sun-
day, April 1.  Please call 472-2329 for 
more information.

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first 
sea turtle monitoring programs in 
the country.  Learn about the life cy-
cles and habits of the sea turtles and 
shorebirds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, and 

what we are doing to protect them.  
Meet at the Nature Center for a talk 
and touch tank program.  Thursday, 
March 8 and 22 at 10 a.m.  Meet at 
the Nature Center.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

turtles, tortoises and terraPins

The Nature Center now has a tank 
with live hatchlings of peninsula cooter, 
Florida softshell, red-eared and yellow-
bellied sliders and mud turtles.  Bring 
in the grandkids.  And a new addition 
is a beautiful species, the ornate dia-
mondback terrapin, featured in a new 
220-gallon tank.  This saltwater spe-
cies lives in the brackish water of the 
mangrove creeks where they forage on 
shrimp, fiddler crabs, and anything else 
they can dig up.  Join us on Thursday, 
March 1 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program 
is $5 with members and children free.

Wildlife tour at tHe dunes 
 Take an SCCF Wildlife Tour by 
golf cart at The Dunes to see alliga-
tors and birds.  The golf course lakes 
surrounded by SCCF preserved 
lands make for great wildlife view-
ing.  The tour starts from the Dunes 
clubhouse.  Tuesday, March 6 at 4:30 
p.m.  Call the Dunes for reservations 
472-3355 and ask for Julayne.  Cost 
is $18 per adult and $10 for children. 

Air Potato Exchange Day

SCCF Nursery Intern Kate Brumfield  
talks with Julie, Jacob, and Michael 
Lemmon about what type of plant to 
choose at the City of Sanibel’s second 
annual Air Potato Exchange Day in 
January.  Participants were rewarded 
with a 3-gallon native plant provided 
by the Native Plant Nursery.

Volunteers Needed for Trail Clearing
Too much vegetative debris has built up along the sides of the Center 

Tract East River Trail (at the Nature Center).  With land managers at SCCF 
starting to think about prescribed burning in the Spartina grass swales, it is a 
perfect time to transport these branches from the tree-covered river edge out 
into the areas to be burned.  So gather your boots, gloves, long pants, long-
sleeved shirts, and join us for a cleanup day at the Nature Center on Friday, 
March 16.  Please call 472- 2329 to sign up for the event.  Participants will 
meet Scott at the Butterfly House at 9 am before departing.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road)    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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Eagle Nesting Platform Installed on SCCF Preserve

A platform for the eagle nest at 
SCCF’s West Sanibel River Preserve 
on Sanibel was installed on Tues-
day, March 6 by SCCF and project 
partner Lee County Electric Coop 
(LCEC), with assistance by Sanibel 

eagle expert Mark “Bird” Westall.
Last fall, the eagles had begun 

working on their nest in a dead tree on 
SCCF’s West Sanibel River Preserve, 
which had been their nesting site for 
several years.  In the early hours on 
October 18, before there were eggs 
in the nest, the tree snapped in half 
and fell.  SCCF staffers and many 
others began watching the eagle pair 
closely to see how they would cope.  
Within a week, both eagles were seen 
flying with nesting materials in their 
talons and began working on at least 
two nests, one in the original West 
Sanibel River Preserve site and one 
nearby.  (Usually only one nest will be 
used for nesting in any given nesting 
season, but field studies have shown 
that bald eagles often build multiple 
nests within their territory, with an 
average of 1.5 nests per territory, and 

ranging from one nest to five nests.)  
During the Thanksgiving holiday, the 
new nest also came down (there were 
not yet any eggs in the nest).  The 
pair remained on the nearby nest but 
that nest was ultimately abandoned.  
The eagles had recently begun work-
ing again on a nest at the original site.  

Building a new platform
Once the nest came down in Oc-

tober, SCCF Living with Wildlife 
Educator Dee Serage, Biologist/Sea 
Turtle Coordinator Amanda Bryant 
and Biologist/Shorebird Monitoring 
Coordinator Joel Caouette met with 
Bird Westall to talk about putting up 
a platform at the original West Sani-
bel River Preserve site in order to help 
this pair remain there.  There are sev-
eral reports of bald eagles successfully 
raising young in nests on man-made 

Photos above of the new eagle nesting platform and the eagles checking it out.; photos by Fort Myers News-Press photographer 
Marc Beaudin   Below:  “Bird” Westall with the platform before installation.

Continued on Page 2
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platforms.  Westall designed the plat-
form based on his experience building 
nesting platforms plus examples in 
the scientific literature, and SCCF’s 
chief Hammerhead, Dead Skaugstad, 
built the platform.  (There is a half-
size model in SCCF’s Nature Center.)  
A handful of eagle nesting platforms 
have been built in the U.S. in north-
ern states but little formal research 
has been conducted.

SCCF Biologist Amanda Bryant 
approached LCEC about participa-
tion in the project last Fall.  We are 
very grateful for LCEC’s willingness 
to provide the 80-ft. wood transmis-
sion pole as well as the equipment, 
manpower and expertise needed to 
install it.  The platform’s final height 
is approximately 70 ft. because 10% 
of the pole length plus an addition-
al two feet of the pole goes into the 
ground.  Installation of the new plat-
form was delayed until March be-

cause the ground has been too wet for 
LCEC’s heavy equipment to be able 
to get to the nest site.

A slatted shade structure was cre-
ated on the south side of the platform 
to create shade for the chicks since, 
unlike nests in trees, there’s nothing 
to shade the nest during the hottest 
part of the day.  The platform was 
placed near the original nest site.  Bi-
ologists have shown that an eagle pair 
will continue to nest in the territory 
where they have successfully fledged 
young before.  Even if a pair skips a 
year raising young, they may remain 

Eagle Nesting -- Continued from Page 1

Westall worked with LCEC’s crew to attach the platform to the top of the pole.
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The platform is standing right next to where the hole will be 
dug, still supported by the crane.

Finally, a LCEC crew member went up to the platform in a cherry 
picker in order to cut all of the twine which had been woven into 
the nest to keep it in place during the installation process.

loyal to that site. 
During Tuesday’s installation, an eagle, an osprey 

and a red-shouldered hawk flew by for a closer look at 
the platform. 

SCCF worked with both the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service on permitting for the platform.  SCCF 
is formulating a research project to be associated with 
the platform, which was also requested by the permit-

ting agencies.  SCCF’s Wildlife Habitat Management 
staff has been monitoring eagle nesting on Sanibel since 
2004, and Joel Caouette currently reports his findings 
to Lee County’s Eagle Technical Advisory Committee. 

For more information about the nest, call Dee 
Serage at 472-2329 or Amanda Bryant at 472-3984.  
There will also be a presentation at SCCF with photos 
of the platform raising on Tuesday, April 10 at 10 a.m. 
at SCCF; the program will be free.

From right:  Erick Lindblad with “Bird” Westall, Dee Se-
rage, Amanda Bryant  and Dean Skaugstad.
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It’s Not Too Late to Help!

Natural Resource Policy:  Florida’s 2012 Legislative Session
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

$265K
  to go!

$650K
By the time you read this Update, two things will remain true.   
One is that we continue to do fundamentally important conservation work on 

Sanibel and Captiva and in the surrounding waters. Just before we were going to 
press, our Habitat Management team, in partnership with Lee County Electrical 
Cooperative, installed a spectacular new eagle nesting platform. That's just one ex-
ample of the work we do every day that makes a difference.   

Here is the second thing that remains true. To continue all that we do, we need 
your partnership as well. If you haven't already given to the Annual Fund Drive, you 
should have just received a renewed request for support. Please take it seriously by 
making a tax-deductible gift to the Annual Fund Drive. As the thermometer shows, 
we need your help to raise $265,000 to offset meaningful operations through June 
30 of this year.   

Can we count on your partnership to help us meet this funding need?   
I sincerely hope your answer will be "YES!"

On Friday, March 9, the Florida Legislature adjourned 
their 60-day session with the adoption of a nearly $70 
billion budget and new Legislative District maps.  The 
Florida Supreme Court must approve the new legisla-
tive districts.  The last day of session the Florida Supreme 
Court declared the Senate’s redistricting plan unconsti-
tutional so a special session was convened to redraw the 
maps, which have now been approved.  

This session was best characterized as defensive, guard-
ing against repeals to good legislation and trying to hold 
off bad legislation.  The results are mixed.  One thing is 
certain, without your letters, calls and emails the outcome 
would have certainly been much worse.  Since some issues 
seem to be coming back year after year, we must consider 
that even if bad bills pass and good bills fail, the com-
ments we make begin to shape the discussions we will be 
having in next year’s session.  Here is a preliminary recap 

of the issues we were following.  
   

First the good news!
The Budget includes some funding for both the Ever-

glades and Florida Forever.  The House and Senate came 
together with $30 million for Everglades Restoration, $10 
million lower than the Governor’s budget had recommended 
and $5 million less than the House had first proposed.  It’s a 
far cry from what is needed but it will move projects forward.    

Florida Forever funding was in jeopardy until the end 
of the session when $8.3 million was appropriated, with 
the majority of the money earmarked for the purchase of 
a conservation easement over 721 acres in the panhandle.  
The legislature also specified the purchase of two lots near 
the Governor’s Mansion, with the remainder of the appro-
priation available to fund 50% of the cost of conservation 

Continued on Page 7

$385K
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Bailey Homestead Preserve donor tour

Campaign contributions from almost 2,000 people made 
SCCF’s acquisition of 28.5 acres along the Periwinkle 
corridor a reality. Join SCCF staff for a behind-the-
scenes tour of this unique piece of land and see displays 
depicting the history of agriculture on the islands and 
ways in which weather has shaped SCCF’s conservation 
programs.  Because the Bailey Homestead Restoration 
Project is still underway, the property is not open to the 
public yet.  Reservations are required.  Wednesday, April 4 
at 9:30 a.m.  Please call us at 472-2329 for reservations and 
parking instructions.   

Beer in tHe BusHes

Join us for Beer in the Bushes -- a gourmet beer tasting 
with a natural twist!  We’ll be sampling beer and enjoying 
“beer food” at the Nature Center and our Center Tract 
Preserve boardwalk and trails, with a great view of the 
sunet, live music and dancing.  Saturday, April 14 from 
7 p.m. - 9-ish.  Call 472-2329 to reserve today!  This fun-
raiser will be a great time for just $30 per guest.  

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesdays, April 4 and 18 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

Butterfly House tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.

 caloosaHatcHee oxBow & riverlore cruises

The upcoming season of the Oxbow & Riverlore Cruises 
begins in November.  Come with us to experience the 
historic meanders of the upriver Caloosahatchee, follow-
ing the river back to a time when a waterfall served as the 
headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved liv-
ing amongst  the wilderness.  Guided by SCCF Natural 
Resource Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour 
adventure departs Sundaya at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Sundays: April 
15 and on Mothers Day, Sunday, May 13. Advance res-
ervations and payment required, call 472-2329.  $40 per 
person.  Space is limited.

tHe city tHat almost wasn’t and tHe saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and 
the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This 
work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the 
Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the 
preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural re-
sources we all enjoy today. Come join us to hear more about 
the City that almost wasn’t and the work that lead to its con-
servation. Thursday, April 5 at 2 p.m.  Cost of the program is 
$5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

coyote and Bear tales

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island for the first time last winter.  Come and learn about 
the behaviors of these two new species.  Coyotes have now 
moved into every county in Florida.  Both human and bear 
populations are growing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s 
diet comes from insects and fruits.  Tuesday, April 3 and 17 at 
10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

dolPHin and wildlife adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

eagles — Building a nest Platform

Join us for a presentation at the Nature Center with pho-
tos of the platform raising; the program will be free.  Tues-
day, April 10 at 10 a.m. 

gator & crocodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what 
we must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the 
islands.    Wednesday, April 11 and 25 at 10 a.m. at the Na-
ture Center.  Call 472-2329 for more information.

Hansons:  five generations on tHe caloosaHatcHee

Woody Hanson has become the keeper of 150 years of 
family history. He has images and documents reaching 
back to 1884. His great-grandfather was known as the 
“White Medicine Man.” Woody will share some of his 
family treasures and his own memories growing up along 
the Caloosahatchee at the Fort Myers Public Library. 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF April 2012 Program Schedule
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SCCF April 2012 Program Schedule
April 12 at 10 a.m. Call Kristie for info and reservations. 
The library is located at 2050 Central Ave.

HatcH day

Help SCCF celebrate 10 years of protecting Sanibel’s nest-
ing Snowy Plovers by joining us on the porch at the Nature 
Center for our Hatchday/Earthday party.  We’ll be running 
a “Best of Snowy Plovers Pictures Show” (including pho-
tographs from “Through the Lens Gallery” and local pho-
tographers) in the auditorium.  Volunteers will be sharing 
their experiences.  A Luc Century “Plover Twins” vase will be 
raffled ($5 each or 5/$20) and you do not need to be present 
to win (call SCCF to purchase your tickets).  Plover research 
staff will present a short research overview and SCCF will 
be presenting partnership awards to the J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling NWR and the City of Sanibel for their ongoing support 
which has helped make the Snowy Plover Project possible.  
Monday, April 23 from 2 - 4 p.m. at SCCF.  Free.

Hurricanes!
Wildlife, vegetation and human existence on these islands 
have been shaped by tropical storms. Most recently Hurri-
cane Charley left his mark on these barrier islands.  Storms 
in 1873, 1910, 1945, and others rearranged sand and with 
each swipe, they re-sculpted the islands.  Spaghetti mod-
els provide some of the world’s best computer simulations 
analyzing a storm’s behavior.  Our growth in technology 
has improved communication to people who live in the 
path of a storm, but nothing is powerful enough to alter 
a hurricane’s course.  Thursday, April 19 at 2 p.m.  $5 for 
non-members; members and children 17 and under are free.  

lee county solid waste facility field triP

Do you know where your trash goes? Why are all recy-
clables comingled now? SCCF has arranged a behind-the-
scenes tour of the Lee County Solid Waste facility. While 
one might not be inclined to go visit a garbage dump, the 
system used in Lee County powers up to 40,000 house-
holds — and we get to watch heavy equipment at work. 
Hardhats will be provided. Wednesday, April 11 at 10 a.m.  
Please meet at the Solid Waste Facility, 10500 Bucking-
ham Road. Call Kristie for more information and reserva-
tions, 472-2329. 

marine laB tour 
Meet the Marine Lab staff and get up-to-date info on Lab 
projects while touring the facility.  Meet at the Nature 
Center for a short introduction and then carpool to the 
Marine Lab.  Friday, April 13 at 9 a.m.  Reservations re-
quired.  FREE.  Call 472-2329.

Picayune and fakaHatcHee strands field triP

The Picayune Strand is an Everglades restoration project in 
SW Florida.  Fakahatchee Strand is a state preserve just to 
the west. Both will be part of a field trip sponsored by SCCF.  

Panther Refuge Manager Kevin Godsea will meet the group 
at the Marsh Trailhead for a short walk and talk. Then we’ll 
travel just a few miles further down 41 to the Fakahatchee 
Strand State preserve, where staff — including the always 
humorous Mike Owen — will meet the group for another 
short walk and talk about the western Everglades.  Friday, 
April 6 at 10 a.m.  Meet on U.S. 41 at the Marsh Trail-
head; please bring lunch and allow 1 ½ hours for travel.  For 
more info and reservations call Kristie at 472-2329.

tides, currents and tHe florida sHelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day – or why you 
can see seagrasses when the tide chart says it is high tide 
– this program may be of interest to you.  In the past 
few years more people have become aware of the Flor-
ida Shelf.  Where is it and why is it important?  Come 
to this introduction to how water behaves as the earth 
spins, the moon orbits and the winds blow.  Thursday, 
April 26 at 2 p.m.  $5 for non-members; members and 
children 17 and under are free.  

trail walks: exPlore saniBel’s interior wetlands

Sanibel Island is unique in Florida because its interior 
freshwater wetland ecosystem has not been lost to de-
velopment.  Learn about the wide variety of plants and 
animals found on this guided walk through the Center 
Tract interior wetlands and mid-island ridges.  Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 11 a.m., ending on 
April 13.  Meet at the Nature Center and proceed to the 
trails.  $5 for non-members; free to members and children.

snowy Plovers

Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Thursdays, 
April 12 and 26 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free. 

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  Thursday, April 5 and 19 at 
10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

Continued above right
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SCCF April 2012 Program Schedule
wildlife tour at tHe dunes 

 Take an SCCF Wildlife Tour by golf cart at The Dunes 
to see alligators and birds.  Last season, an eagle and 
the crocodile were spotted.  The golf course lakes sur-
rounded by SCCF preserved lands make for great wild-

life viewing.  The tour starts from the Dunes clubhouse.  
Tuesday, April 3.  Call the Dunes for reservations 472-
3355 and ask for Julayne.  Cost is $18 per adult and $10 
for children.  Last tour of the season. 

Policy -- Continued from Page 4
easements or partnership purchases. This falls well short of 
the $15 million requested by the Governor, but there was a 
risk of losing funding again this year so this is a an impor-
tant sign from the legislature and the Governor.

Fertilizer SB 604/HB 421 & SB 1184 - Fighting off 
multiple attempts to preempt local fertilizer regulations 
and gut the existing regulations was our big victory this 
session. Despite games by multiple committees to table 
bills when our local elected representatives had trav-
elled to Tallahassee then bring them back when they had 
worked the votes behind closed doors, the outcry of the 
public brought these bills down.  The bills would have 
gutted existing local regulations by prohibiting the rainy 
season blackout periods from being applied to profes-
sional applicators and an amendment to HB 1021 would 
have preempted regulation of urban turf fertilizer making 
it impossible to enforce even the states model ordinance. 
In the end the legislators making the final push withdrew 
their amendments and the issue died. With major sup-
port by the fertilizer industry keeping these issues stoked 
up, we expect this to come back next year again.  

Mean High Water Line/Sovereignty Submerged Lands 
Bill SB 1362/HB1033 - This ill conceived land grab bill 
would have drastically changed who owns the lands along 
our lakes and rivers between the ordinary high water and 
low water lines, effectively giving away and privatizing state 
land and eliminating public access.  With your help there 
was broad objection to this bill and it died on the Calendar.  

Oil Drilling on State Lands SB 1158/HB 695 - This 
bill attempted to use the downturn in the economy to ad-
vocate for development of oil and gas resources on state-
owned conservation land.  Adding salt to the wound the 
bill would have given a Texas company exclusive rights.   
With statewide outcry this bill also died on the Calendar.

Funding Water Management Districts SB 1986 - It’s 
not every day the legislature gives up authority they gave 
themselves last year but, as finally adopted, this bill re-
moves revenue caps they established in 2011 and gives 
the Legislature the authority to review and comment on 
Water Management District (WMD) budgets.  The Leg-
islature retains oversight authority on (1) single land pur-

chases over $10 million; (2) accumulative land purchases 
of over $50 million in one year; (3) issuance of debt; (4) 
expenditures for outreach or management and adminis-
tration in excess of 15% of total budget; and (5) indi-
vidual variances in WMD’s tentative budgets in excess of 
25% from the preliminary budgets.

On the questionable side the bill allows electronic 
billboards on WMD lands.  Perhaps we should erect some 
that speak to managing water for public resources like the 
Caloosahatchee and Lake O on par with private interests?  

Now the Bad News 
The Septic Tank Bills:  Septic Tank Pre-Emption HB 

1163/SB 820 & HB 1263 - They say no good deed goes 
unpunished and that says it all with this bill.  The good 
legislation passed addressing septic inspection and main-
tenance programs two years ago was under attack this ses-
sion with a number of bills filed to repeal the requirement.  

In the end the legislature passed HB 1263 as an amend-
ment to the omnibus Dept. of Health reorganization bill, 
which eliminates septic tank inspection programs and 
would restrict all local governments, except Jacksonville-
Duval, from having septic tank programs that exceed state 
standards.  Repealing the previous bill’s provision, counties 
with first-magnitude springs and others may opt out of the 
prescribed five-year inspection standards for septic tanks.  
The bill further prohibits any local government from re-
quiring high-performance systems until completion of a 
Florida Dept. of Health (DOH) study in 2015; and pro-
hibits any required  inspection program upon the sale of a 
property (except for Jacksonville-Duval).

It’s really too bad because septic tank maintenance  is a 
low cost example of how individuals can take  personal re-
sponsibility to address a source and prevent pollution at the 
lowest cost and not transfer the obligation and cost to the 
taxpayer.  Lee County has the most septic tanks in the state.  
A DOH statewide report estimates that 1.7 million septic 
tank systems were installed before 1983 – many of these will 
not be inspected, even if local folks want to pass an ordi-
nance.  The City of Tallahassee sent a letter to their Senator 

Continued on Page 10

Calendar on Page 8
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Policy -- Continued from Page 7
saying the city cannot meet its TMDLs to protect Wakulla 
Springs if it is prevented from dealing with septic systems.

The only good part of the bill retains a prohibition on 
land disposal of septage, beginning January of 2016.  

Trail Signage SB 268 - This bill allows private entities 
to put up advertisement signs on greenways and trails. A 
carefully crafted agreement had been reached to limit sig-
nage to a relative few trail heads, parking lots and access 
points. However, a floor amendment by Senator Alan Hays 
deleted these provisions thus opening our greenways and 
trails to the potential for commercial exploitation.  Got 
Milk?  Drink Coke!  

Jurassic Park Bill SB1456/ HB1117 - This bill will 
allow zoos and aquariums to apply for land leases on public 
lands to house and graze exotic species. 

Heartland Parkway - JD Alexander, chair, Senate bud-
get committee wrangled funding for a pet project of his own. 
Before being termed out of office he revived $34.7 million 
in funding for a new road and development corridor called 
the Heartland Parkway which passes through Alexander’s 
Blue Head Ranch.  The proposed 110-mile-road stretches 
through the ranches, farms and swamps of inland Florida, 
from Collier County to I-4 in Polk County. Nearly all of 

Blue Head Ranch, a massive piece of property controlled by 
Alexander’s Atlanticblue, lies in the path. Blue Head plans to 
build 30,000 residences and 11 million square feet of non-
residential development on 7,500 acres of the ranch. It pays 
to be in office.

Water Watch – Here We Go Again!
At the March meeting of the South Florida Water 

Management District Governing Board, seven of the nine 
Board members supported the staff recommendation to 
cut off flows to the Caloosahatchee once the lake reaches 
12.6 ft.  As of this writing the lake level is 12.76 ft.   

Our representative Dan Delisi and Broward board 
member Glenn Waldman tried to compel their fellow 
board members.  Despite last year’s experience when the 
Caloosahatchee was posted as toxic by the Department of 
Health due to algal blooms that resulted when they cut 
off all flow to the Caloosahatchee, they have voted to do 
it again, cutting off all life-giving water to the Caloosa-
hatchee even though no other users are restricted.

We need your voices and letters to express outrage 
at this latest assault on our estuary. Plan to join us next 
month on April 12 in West Palm Beach to address the 
members directly.

By Amanda Bryant, SCCF Sea Turtle Coordinator
A red tide bloom began at the end of November and 

lasted until approximately mid-January at the mouth of 
San Carlos Bay. Many species including birds, fish, and sea 
turtles were affected by the toxin produced by the red tide 
organism Karenia brevis. During this time frame, a total of 
11 Kemp’s ridley turtles were found. Nine were dead and 
two were found alive and taken to rehabilitation facilities. 

The two live turtles from Sanibel and an additional 

Kemp’s ridley from Lover’s Key State Park were released 
into Pine Island Sound on February 27 after receiving a 
clean bill of health. The SCCF Marine Lab provided boat 
transportation. SCCF staff were accompanied by Rhon-
da Bailey of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Eve Haverfield of Turtle Time, Inc. A 
video of the release can be seen at 
http://youtu.be/ij2FtWeDY14.

Wildlife Habitat Management:  Rescuing Kemp’s ridleys
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Generously supported byGraciously sponsored by

Call 472-2329 to reserve today! This fun-raiser 
will be a great time for just $30 per guest.

Thanks to
The Grog Shop

Craft Beer Tasting  

with  

Great Sunset, Live Music, Dancing and Beer Food

Saturday, April 14   

7-9ish
SCCF Nature Center, Boardwalks and Trails

3333 San-Cap Road

 FIRST ANNUAL

To benefit SCCF’s mission to conserve coastal habitats and aquatic resources 
on Sanibel and Captiva and in the surrounding watershed
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   

NON PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5722

.FT MYERS, FL

Printed on 
Recycled Paper

April 2012 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957
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May - June 2012

SCCF MeMber update

Water Watch Update

Thank you to all who wrote letters, made calls or sent 
emails to the South Florida Water Management District 
(SFWMD) Governing Board and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) in early April requesting they resume 
needed releases of freshwater from Lake Okeechobee for 
the health of the Caloosahatchee and estuary.

Lee County Commissioner John Manning,  Sani-
bel Mayor Kevin Ruane and Executive Director of the 
Lee County Visitor & Convention Bureau Tamara Pig-
ott joined Sanibel Captiva Chamber representative and 
builder/developer Mark Anderson, citizens from the west 
coast, advocates from Lake Okeechobee, east coast com-
munities and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission 
to make our case before the board.  The board heard the 
outrage (even though the public watching over the web 
could not, since the audio of the meeting was not opera-
tional).   They even heard from agricultural representa-
tives who did not object to the releases but urged caution.  

The board was presented with two issues:  1) the 
expansion of potentially toxic blue green algae that we 
have sampled for the past three weeks -- extending from 
the WP Franklin Lock to LaBelle -- caused by the lack 
of flow, which stagnates the Franklin pool of the river; 
and 2)  steadily rising salinity in the upper estuary where 
many of our commercial and recreational fisheries and 
other aquatic species live, reproduce and depend on the 
mixing zone for their lifecycles.   The SFWMD staff rec-
ommended a large pulse or two of water to try to flush the 
algae out of the river but not to address the rising salinity 
in the upper estuary.   

SFWMD staff will now meet with Corps staff to de-
termine when and how much water to release.   They have 
estimated  the releases will be made in the next 7-10 days 
but will be scheduled based on river conditions.  While we 
appreciate the decision to release water to address the algae,  
we need the water now and suggest that the pulses be fol-
lowed up with additional releases of at minimum 300 cfs 
(cubic feet per second) to keep the system from stagnating 
and continuing to bloom algae.   We will be working with 

the Corps to encourage the releases begin immediately and 
followed up by additional flow as long as the lake is above 
the water shortage management band.   Once lake levels 
drop into the “water shortage management band,” lake re-
lease decisions are controlled by the SFWMD.  

Public Health Advisory - Lee, Hendry & Glades
On April 12, the Lee County Health Department 

issued a Public Health Advisory on the Caloosahatchee 
to warn people against exposing themselves, their pets or 
livestock to water in the Caloosahatchee due to blooms of 
potentially toxic blue green algae.  On Friday, April 13, 
the Health Departments of Hendry and Glades Counties 
also issued a warning.  

The advisory applies to the river’s freshwater segments 
from the Franklin Lock in eastern Lee County to Moore 
Haven in Glades County, including the river’s tributaries. 

If the river water looks greenish or off-color, smells 
different or if you see dead or distressed animals or marine 
life, local health officials are recommending folks not to 
fish in the waters, not to participate in recreation in the 
waters and do not to drink the water. 

Local health officials may upgrade this advisory to a 
health warning if toxic blooms are identified in public areas. 

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

See Policy on Page 2

The Caloosahatchee in LaBelle at Barron Park by the bridge on 
April 7.  The SFWMD and Corps of Engineers started a three-
day pulse release April 23 to help clear the algae but without 
a long-term change in water management policy, spring algal 
blooms in the Caloosahatchee will be a continuing issue.  
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    
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Vice President Joe Biden Visits Everglades

Perched on the edge of the Everglades, following an 
airboat tour of the River of Grass, Vice President Joe Biden, 
accompanied by Senator Bill Nelson and Representative 
Alcee Hastings, addressed a diverse gathering of Everglades 
advocates, agricultural representatives and agency staff on 
the importance of this national and international treasure 
to the economy, ecology and water supply of South Flor-
ida.  Biden highlighted the Obama administration’s com-
mitment to accelerating the planning process and initiating 
spending on a suite of Everglades restoration projects. 

The tour on Monday April 23  was prompted by Sena-
tor Bill Nelson a long standing Everglades advocate who 
encouraged the Vice President to come see the progress of 
the one mile Tamiami Trail bridging project currently un-
derway and the proposed site of the future  5.5 miles of  
bridge that has been approved and is up for appropriation.    

Underscoring the importance of the Everglades res-
toration for current as well as future generations, Biden 

brought his 18 year old granddaughter along to see and 
learn about the immense sawgrass river.   

Following the brief presentation Biden took time to 
speak with attendees.  Upon hearing of SCCFs involve-
ment in Everglades restoration he declared, “We love 
Sanibel!” 

Above:  Rae Ann with Vice President Biden; above right:  
U.S. Senator Bill Nelson looks on as the Vice President speaks.

Policy -- Continued from Page 1
April 23 Update: Caloosahatchee Gets Some Water After 
28 days 

On Monday April 23rd the South Florida Water Man-
agement District (SFWMD) requested the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (COE) initiate lake releases to the Ca-
loosahatchee Estuary to address growing concerns about 
algae blooms. The target flow for the pulse release to the 
Caloosahatchee Estuary is an average flow of 2000 cubic 
feet per second (cfs) over a three day period, measured at 

Continued right
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WANTED:  Your Generous Support

$146K
  to go!

$504K

At its April 18 meeting, the SCCF Board of Trustees learned that we are $146,000 
away from reaching our Annual Fund Drive goal for the current operating budget 
carrying us to July 1, 2012.

As you read this newsletter, two things are likely to be true.
The first is that, thanks to the generosity of new contributors in April and May, 

that $146,000 need may hopefully have been reduced.
The second is that, in all likelihood, it will not have been fully met.
This is my last opportunity to encourage all who have not given, as well as 

those who may be able to give a little more, to contribute to the Annual Fund 
Drive. Your contributions are as essential as the grants and other staff-generated 
income we use to balance our budget and cover our operating expenses. If you no 
longer have the reply envelope, please call Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 or email 
cgiattini@attglobal.net to make a much needed contribution.

Thanks in advance for your support,

$650K

Policy -- Continued from left
the Franklin Lock (S-79) in eastern Lee County. 

Citing drought and low water conditions the SFW-
MD selectively cut off the river and estuary freshwater 
supply on March 26th even though no other users were 
rationed or cut off.  Without flow the river upstream of 
the Franklin Lock becomes stagnant and harmful algae 
blooms began appearing.  On April 12 the Lee County 
Health Department issued an Advisory warning the pub-
lic to beware of water conditions in the Caloosahatchee.  
On April 13 the Hendry and Glades County Health De-
partments also issued a warning

In April the SFWMD Governing Board authorized the 
staff to make releases to address the algae concerns.  After 
28 days without freshwater flows these releases in conjunc-
tion with the rain this past weekend are welcome relief.   

The April 20 letter sent by Southwest Florida stake-
holders, including SCCF, urging the District to release 
the water promised at the Governing Board meeting on 
April 12, as well as the April 23 response by SFWMD 
Executive Director Melissa Meeker can be found on our 
website under Policy/Algae in the Caloosahatchee.

Follow-up Notes on Legislative Session 
One of the bills that we promoted this year was the es-

tablishment of April 7 as  Everglades Day in Florida.  April 
7 was Marjorie Stoneman Douglas’s birthday and the bill 
has been signed into law so each year we will have a day 

dedicated to  Everglades issues during the legislative session!

Good News — Governor Veto 
We thank Governor Scott for vetoing the so called 

Jurassic Park Bill SB1456/ HB1117  that would have al-
lowed private  zoos and aquariums to apply for land leases 
on public lands to house and graze exotic species.   One 
of the stranger bills this session and there were a few! 

Sanibel Planning for Next Legislative Session 
At this month’s Sanibel City Council meeting Vice 

Mayor Mick Denham proposed going on the offensive to 
fight off attempts by the legislature to preempt local gov-
ernments from implementing local measures to address wa-
ter quality.  This is in response to several years of fighting to 
protect the fertilizer regulations our local governments have 
initiated to address impairments to our local waters.  SCCF 
continues to work with the Vice Mayor, City and regional 
partners through the Regional Planning Council commit-
tee on water to support and promote local initiatives.  

Have You Renewed Your Membership?   
SCCF members play a vital role in the Foun-

dation.  All annual memberships expired this past 
March.  If you have not yet renewed, please consider 
doing so, either by mail, phone or on our web site.
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APPLAUSE!  APPLAUSE!

SCCF Helps with Bike Club Welcome Kiosk
Last year, Erick Lindblad was approached by Tom 

Sharbaugh and Patti Sousa of the Bike Club about work-
ing with SCCF on the new Periwinkle Way Shared Use 
Path Welcome Kiosk, which opened officially on April 
21.   The Hammerheads built the kiosk and the Native 
Plant Nursery designed and installed the landscaping.  
SCCF also helped with the signs, coordinating with the 
Sanibel Historical Village & Museum on their sign, help-
ing with the design of the Bike Club’s sign and designing 
a “preserved lands on the islands” sign, as well.  If you 
haven’t yet visited the kiosk, be sure to stop by next time 
you’re cycling on Periwinkle.

That's all you could hear as the sold-out crowd rose to their feet in a 
standing ovation for world-class entertainer Sally-Jane Heit.

More than 120 guests came to Ms. Heit's March 24 one-woman show 
at the Sanctuary, benefiting SCCF. The 70-minute show, "Before I For-
get... A Memoir with Music", was written and performed by Ms. Heit with 
piano accompaniment by her Music Director Uel Wade.

Many thanks to Sally-Jane and The Sanibel Captiva Trust Company, 
the event's Presenting Sponsor, for their generosity in creating such an 
unforgettable evening.

Photo by Annie Leibovitz
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Gracie Kerns came to Hatchday and found out from Joel 
Caouette which snowy plover was nesting near her beach ac-
cess.  She wound up adopting two snowy plover nests.

Above:  In recognition of the long-term support provided to 
the Snowy Plover Project by the J.N. “Ding” Darling Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, which has provided funding and in-
tern housing, Joel Caouette presented a Certificate to Refuge 
Biologist Tara Wertz.

Left:  The City of Sanibel continues to work closely with SCCF 
on the Snowy Plover Project, Sea Turtle nesting and many oth-
er activities.  In recognition of the partnership with the City on 
the Snowy Plover Project, Joel Caouette presents a Certificate to 
Vice Mayer Mick Denham and Natural ResourcesDepartment 
Environmental Specialist Holly Downing.

Snowy Plover “Hatchday” Celebration
On April 23, Dee Serage and Claudia Burns orga-

nized a celebration of  the 10th anniversary of the Snowy 
Plover Project with a Hatchday party, complete with 
birthday cake for “007” a/k/a “Footless Freddy,” who was 
born on Sanibel seven years ago.  Plover Project staff had 
information about the program and the birds and volun-
teers shared their stories.



Page 6

My name is Suzette Savoie, and I am the new marine lab intern for the 
upcoming summer/early fall season.  I grew up in Mobile, Alabama and 
volunteered with the Dauphin Island Sea Lab and a local wildlife rehabilita-
tion clinic.  I graduated from Louisiana State University in 2009 (GEAUX 
TIGERS!) with my B.S. in Geography and a minor in Biology.  I then took 
graduate-level courses at the University of Wyoming for a year and collected 
data for a Northern spotted owl project during that time.  After living in 
Oregon for half a year working with salmon and taking marine mammal 
courses, my interests shifted back to marine biology, and I have been seeking 
a career that integrates GIS and marine biology ever since.  I hope to gain 
much experience from this internship and look forward to spending the next 
six months on beautiful Sanibel Island!

Meet our Interns

Chris Kline was born in Louisiana, however he only lived there for a short 
period of his life before moving to Doha, Qatar and Jakarta, Indonesia.  Between 
these two countries, he spent 13 years of his life going to international and ameri-
can schools.  There he developed a passion for SCUBA diving, offshore fishing, 
photography, and the outdoors.  Upon graduating, he decided to attend Eckerd 
College, in St. Petersburg, Fl.  In May, 2011, he received a BA degree in Environ-
mental Studies, a minor in Coastal Management, and a concentration in Geology.  

During the summer of 2010, he intered with Heinrich Ecological Services, 
where he worked with George Heinrich educating children about Herpetology 

and Wildlife Ecology at environmental edu-
cation summer programs in St. Petersburg.  
During his senior year he volunteered and in-
terned with the Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (FDEP).  At the FDEP, 
he worked on eradicating invasive species 
(Brazilian Pepper and Australian Pines) on islands off of Clearwater Harbor, Fl, by 
manually removing them and spraying them with herbicides.  

While in his search for a career, he hopes to learn more about the practices 
of effective habitat management with SCCF.  Eventually he hopes to go into 
Wildlife Enforcement.

Ben Postema was born and raised in Ann Arbor Michigan. Starting at a young 
age he was very interested in science, nature, and especially how animals live and 

adapt to their environments. Through elementary and high school he attended many science programs locally and inter-
nationally. Following his interest in animals and the marine environment he studied Marine Biology at Eckerd College in 
Saint Petersberg Florida where he graduated in 2011.

Working with kids and extending his interest of all things nature is another passion of Bens. He has worked at two 
summer nature programs for kids, one at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve with well know Ornithologist David Goodwin 
and another at Brooker Creek Preserve with well known Herpetologist George Heinrich. Ben has also volunteered as 
a Bird Steward for the Audubon society at Fort Desoto Park.

Ben looks forward to learning more about habitat management and assisting in other research projects, marine 
and non-marine, while interning at SCCF. He looks to pursue further education and a career in marine biology and 
environmental education.

Marine Laboratory

Wildlife Habitat Management

Chris Kline

Ben Postemus



Page 7

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons 
for the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 
40% of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesdays, May 9 and 30 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

 

caloosahatchee oxBow & RiveRloRe cRuises

The upcoming season of the Oxbow & Riverlore Cruises 
begins in November.  Come with us to experience the 
historic meanders of the upriver Caloosahatchee, follow-
ing the river back to a time when a waterfall served as the 
headwaters of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved liv-
ing amongst  the wilderness.  Guided by SCCF Natural 
Resource Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour 
adventure departs Sundaya at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Sunday, Moth-
ers Day, May 13. Advance reservations and payment re-
quired, call 472-2329.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  
Last cruise of the season.

the city that almost wasn’t and the saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and 
the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This 
work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the 
Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the 
preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural re-
sources we all enjoy today. Come join us to hear more about 
the City that almost wasn’t and the work that lead to its con-
servation. Friday, June 22 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free.

coyote and BeaR tales

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island for the first time last winter.  Come and learn about 
the behaviors of these two new species.  Coyotes have now 
moved into every county in Florida.  Both human and bear 
populations are growing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a 
bear’s diet comes from insects and fruits.  Wednesday, May 2 
at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free.

dolPhin and wildlife adventuRe cRuises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

GatoR & cRocodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what 
we must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the 
islands.    Wednesday, May 23 and June 27 at 10 a.m. at the 
Nature Center.  Call 472-2329 for more information.

huRRicanes!
Wildlife, vegetation and human existence on these islands 
have been shaped by tropical storms. Most recently Hurri-
cane Charley left his mark on these barrier islands.  Storms 
in 1873, 1910, 1945, and others rearranged sand and with 
each swipe, they re-sculpted the islands.  Spaghetti models 
provide some of the world’s best computer simulations ana-
lyzing a storm’s behavior.  Our growth in technology has 
improved communication to people who live in the path 
of a storm, but nothing is powerful enough to alter a hurri-
cane’s course.  Fridays, May 18 and June 8 at 10 a.m.  $5 for 
non-members; members and children 17 and under are free.  

snowy PloveRs

Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Thursdays, 
May 10 and 24, June 7 and 21 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free. 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF May-June 2012 Program Schedule

Continued on Page 8
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SCCF May-June 2012 Program Schedule
tides, cuRRents and the floRida shelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day – or why you 
can see seagrasses when the tide chart says it is high tide 
– this program may be of interest to you.  In the past 
few years more people have become aware of the Flor-
ida Shelf.  Where is it and why is it important?  Come 
to this introduction to how water behaves as the earth 
spins, the moon orbits and the winds blow.  Friday, May 
11 and Friday, June 1 at 10 a.m.  $5 for non-members; 
members and children 17 and under are free.  

tuRtle tRacks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for 
a talk and touch tank program.  Thursdays, May 3, 17 
and 31, June 14 and 28, at 10 a.m.  Meet at 
the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

On Your Own at the Nature Center

human uses of floRida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

walkinG tRails & oBseRvation toweR

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.

A gathering of researchers and island partners (City of Sanibel, Refuge) was convened at SCCF in March. The pur-
pose was to discuss current projects and gaps in information needed to maximize habitats for wildlife on the island and 
for marine life on our beaches and estuary.  Also in attendance was malacologist and Bailey-Matthew Shell Museum 
Director, Dr. Jose Leal, along with CROW head veterinarian Dr. Heather Wilson Barron.  Topics such as red tide, 
island reptiles, exotic eradication, and water quality were discussed in depth.  SCCF staffers from both the Marine Lab 
and Wildlife Habitat Management participated.

Marine Laboratories have been recognized in the 
United States as our nations “windows on the sea.”  Their 
coastal locations provide access to marine scientists to 
study coastal environments and understand local issues 
and ecosystems. There are 35 marine labs around the Gulf 
of Mexico, 27 in the U.S., 2 in Cuba and 6 in Mexico. 
Twenty-one of the 35 marine labs are written up in a Spe-
cial Issue of Gulf of Mexico Scince.  Each lab has a ret-
rospective and history by lab directors or other directors.  

Many leading marine scientists of today got 
their start at marine labs.  Here on Sanibel, 
the SCCF Marine Lab keeps a mindful eye on 
local issues and continues to discover many of 
the unique aspects of a subtropical marine eco-
system.   

Marine Laboratory:  Marine Lab included in Gulf Lab Listings

SCCF Hosts Island Biologist Meeting
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Bid the May 12 Antiques Auction Benefiting SCCF
On May 12, Brunks Auctions of Asheville, NC is holding 

an auction that will benefit SCCF.
How much SCCF will benefit may just depend on you.
Drs. Phillip and Nancy  Holland, very generous and ap-

preciated SCCF supporters, included the Conservation Foun-
dation in their estate planning. Among the estate assets we will 
receive are a portion of the proceeds from antiques, artwork, 
furniture, rugs, and collectibles to be auctioned on May 12. The 
Hollands’ collection will be auctioned in Lots 10-20, 95, 181-
249, 351 and 352. The executor of the Holland estate asked 
that we share this information with our members who may be 
interested in bidding on items that will benefit our work.

To review the catalogue and  learn how to  bid  in person,  
online, or by phone, visit  www.brunkauctions.com.  The auc-
tioneers can be reached with questions at 828-254-6846.

Lot 0016, After John James Audubon (American, 1785-1851) 
Fish Hawk or Osprey, 1860
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SCCF honored our invaluable volunteers on March 14.  We couldn’t do it without you!

Celebrating our Volunteers
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Beer Bash?  The Best!!!
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Many thanks to Presenting Sponsor Sanibel 
Captiva Trust Company, Jensen's Marina & Cot-
tages, Boston Beer Company/Sam Adams, and the 
Grog Shop for making the First Annual Beer in the 
Bushes such a great success.  More than250 guests 
visited the six beer stations offering different beers 
from the Sam Adams Summer Styles, generously donat-
ed by the  Boston Beer Company.  They listened and 
danced to Vernal Pool, the official SCCF house band, 
ate great food, played fun games, used the crazy photo 
booth, and won terrific raffle prizes. Thanks are also ex-
tended to all who volunteered to work the event and 

the donors of auction and raffle items - Jim Brent, Sam 
Adams, Catering by Leslie Adams, Cip's Restaurant, 
Doc Ford's Rum Bar & Grille, Grog Shop, The Dunes 
Golf & Tennis Club, Great White Grill, Lazy Flamingo, 
Tarpon Bay Explorers, Sunset Grill, Sanibel Deli, and 
Comfort by Design.  See you at the Second Annual Beer 
in the Bushes in Spring 2013!

Richard Shipley, Sam Adams representative Sarah Kilburn 
and Erick Lindblad
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Wildlife Habitat Management:  Eastern Indigo Snake Project

The Wildlife Habitat Manage-
ment Program (WHMP) at SCCF 
has recently become involved in 
eastern indigo snake research, with 
the Orianne Society, in Pine Island 
Sound. These federally and state pro-
tected snakes have been listed since 
1978 and their numbers have plum-
meted over the years. They have been 
extirpated through much of their 
range due to habitat loss and busy 
roads. Indigo snakes are usually asso-
ciated with gopher tortoise burrows, 

especially in the northern part of 
their range. They use these burrows 
for shelter and to overwinter. Indigo 
snakes are the longest snake found in 
the United States with a maximum of 
just over 8 ft (the average is ~ 6.5 ft). 
Indigo snakes are known as one of the 
most docile snakes in the country.

The eastern indigo snake was 
once fairly common on Sanibel and 
Captiva Islands. However, with a 
combination of increased traffic, a 
large home range and the infiltra-
tion of shade-producing invasive, 
exotic trees (such as Brazilian Pepper 
and Australian Pine trees) on once 
open grassy uplands, this snake spe-
cies slowly diminished until just a 
few were left in the 1990’s. The last 
documented indigo snake was hit by 
a bicycle on the Indigo Trail on the 

J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wild-
life Refuge (JNDDNWR) in Febru-
ary 1999. It died at C.R.O.W. shortly 
after. Surveys, monitoring and trap-
ping has been conducted by SCCF 
and JNDDNWR since then with no 
evidence of remaining indigo snakes.

Indigo snakes are still present 
on North Captiva and Cayo Costa 
Islands.  The reason that they have 
survived is because of the lack of 
heavy traffic and fast moving vehi-
cles. Those two islands have people 
living on them, but the main mode 
of transportation is by way of golf 
carts on sandy roads. Most people are 
able to see a snake lying on the small 
sandy roads and are able to avoid hit-
ting it.  So far, many people on North 
Captiva have been very receptive to 

Left:  Chris Lechowicz with Kurt, the injured North Cap indigo that was success-
fully treated at CROW and released.  The Orianne Society asks that indigos be 
given names, hence “Kurt.”  Staff and boat expenses to bring Kurt to North Cap 
for the release were covered by the North Captiva Conservation Fund.  Above:  An 
indigo photographed by Dirk Stevenson, the head indigo researcher at the Orianne 
Society and one of the nation.’s leading researchers on indigos.

By Chris Lechowicz, Wildlife Habitat Management Director

Continued above right
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this project. On rare occasion, some indigo snakes are still 
injured or worse by human activities. In fact, one injured 
snake from North Captiva taken to C.R.O.W. and will 
soon be released back to its point of origin. Educational 
programs and signage will be used to help to inform the 
rest of the residents about this special animal that they 
have on their island and the protections that they are giv-
en from the state and federal government.

Permitted SCCF staff and volunteers and a JNDDN-
WR biologist will be capturing eastern indigo snakes on 
North Captiva and Cayo Costa and inserting pit tags to 

positively identify each snake in the field. Measurements 
and recapture data will be collected over the next few years 
to assess the population. This is a unique opportunity since 
there are no longer any known viable populations on bar-
rier islands besides these.  The Orianne Society has the 
largest eastern indigo snake research program and SCCF 
is excited to be a part of it. If you spot an indigo snake on 
any barrier island in Pine Island Sound (Sanibel, Captiva, 
North Captiva, Cayo Costa, Pine Island, etc.) please take 
a picture and send a report with a GPS locality to indigo@
sccf.org or call Chris Lechowicz at 239-472-3984.

Conservation on North Captiva

North Captivans are working hard to make their is-
land a great place to live and for wildlife to flourish. The 
interest in habitat restoration and wildlife protection has 
become more concerted through the past year.  There 
have been educational programs, Lee County Land Use 
Planning changes, Brazilian pepper removal, indigo snake 
research and osprey platforms erected on an island of just 
300 houses, but representing four miles of coastal habitat.

Brazilian pepper can dominate a landscape and, 
thanks to the help of Cayo Costa State Park Ranger Mark 
Duncan, Upper Captiva has begun its own eradication 
campaign. Mark spent time training people to handle the 
most effective herbicide, garlon, and has provided some 
for use to restore coastal scrub within the park. Residents 
have also tackled the invasive on their own properties.

In a second project, indigo snakes will be studied. 
Dirk Stevenson of the Orianne Society visited North 
Captiva in early March, and trained SCCF’s Chris 

Lechowicz and Joel Caouette so they may be placed on 
a special permit allowing them to tag and track indigo 
snakes on North Captiva.  Island residents have been 
watching out for these gentle giants and reported sight-
ings to Kristie Anders, who resides on the island. 

Last month two osprey platforms were erected on the 
island to convince ospreys that the artificial platforms 
were just as good as house chimneys.

The islanders have donated proceeds from their produc-
tion of a Neil Simon play, harvested dollar bills off the new 
bulletin boards at Barnacle Phil’s, given outright donations 
and donated some of the funds from a Upper Captiva Civic 
Association art project called Benches of North Captiva. 

By Kristie Anders, Education Director

Far left: Working from a boat to raise an osprey 
platform on an old piling. Left:  Artist Jane Mason’s 
and Carpenter Red Anders’ bench for the UCCA 
sale.   Above:  Ann Murphy and Sue Ann Cousar 
tackle a Brazilian pepper armed with loppers and 
garlon in North Captiva State Park land.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   

NON PROFIT
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July - August 2012

sCCF MeMber updAte

Fighting to Improve Caloosahatchee Conditions

Caloosahatchee and Estuary Conditions
Rain!  The annual Florida rainy season is getting start-

ed and we are pleased to see freshwater flow returning 
once again to the Caloosahatchee and estuary.  For five of 
the past six drought years, the Caloosahatchee has been 
impacted by policy decisions that cut off freshwater flow 
to the river and estuary during the dry season.

Getting water for the river is one of the “water equity” 
issues we face in the South Florida Water Management 
District (SFWMD), where water for natural systems is 
not protected, prioritized or supplied on par with permit-
ted users such as agriculture and municipal operations.  

In 2011, citing drought conditions, the SFWMD cut 
off all flow to the Caloosahatchee for nearly four months 
beginning in March while permitted users still got water 
for another two months — until May — before water 
restrictions were initiated.  Even then, they were never 
completely cut off.  

The Caloosahatchee suffered eight weeks of public health 
warnings when harmful algae and dead fish accumulated in 
the river because water needed by the estuary to prevent high 
salinities and algae blooms was redirected to the EAA (Ever-
glades Agricultural Area) south of Lake Okeechobee.  

The policy inequity is demonstrated in the way water was 
managed that year.  From November through June the Calo-
osahatchee needs just one inch of water per month off Lake 
Okeechobee: a total of eight inches.  From November 2010 
through June 2011, the SFWMD sent a total of just 1.3 
inches to the Caloosahatchee while it sent 24 inches — two 
feet — of lake water south into the EAA.  Sending the final 
two inches off the lake to the EAA caused Lake Okeechobee 
levels to drop enough to cause the failure of nearly all the 
endangered snail kite nests on the lake that spring.   

Even though conditions this year were a bit differ-
ent, the outcome was the same.  Despite drought fore-
casts last fall, water levels in Lake Okeechobee never 
got close to the “50% chance of water shortage” predic-
tion, even though the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(COE) and SFWMD were providing pulse flows to the 

Caloosahatchee.  However, the SFWMD cut off of all 
water this spring for 42 days to the Caloosahatchee, 
even though no other users were restricted at all.  

Talking to U.S. Sugar representatives about the 
drought this year, they said they had no drought, they had 
a record harvest!  Their record harvest came at the expense 
of the Caloosahatchee, which has suffered a complete loss 
of vital tape grass nursery habitat for the fifth year in the 
last six because the salinities got too high.  This is the in-
equity that must be addressed.

Public water must be planned for in the permitting 
process and delivered to support natural systems.  But 
the policies in place today prioritize private users over 
natural systems, leaving natural systems to suffer the 
consequences and shoulder the burden of water short-
age through the loss of habitat and nursery grounds and 
the devastation of water quality.

SCCF Engaged on Water Policy Issues
There are several initiatives that SCCF’s Policy staff 

are engaged in to change these damaging policies, includ-
ing weekly conditions reports and policy development 
such as Adaptive Protocols for Lake Okeechobee opera-
tions and the Lower West Coast Water Supply Plan Up-
date to name a few.  

Monitoring and Reporting Caloosahatchee Conditions
To document the river and estuary conditions result-

ing from water policy decisions, SCCF’s Policy and Ma-
rine Lab staff produce a weekly conditions report with 
our west coast stakeholder partners including the City of 
Sanibel Natural Resources Department, J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge biologists and Lee County 
Environmental lab staff.  The reports include wildlife 
conditions reported by CROW, oyster monitoring status 
by FGCU (Florida Gulf Coast University) researchers and 
protected species status information. 

These reports incorporate RECON real-time and 
weekly water monitoring data that provide a detailed 

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Continued on Page 2
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Continued on Page 4

Policy -- Continued from Page 1

Marine Lab Buys Algae-Testing Equipment
By Dr. Rick Bartleson, Research Scientist

The algal species that causes our “red tide,” and a 
variety of other species of algae can produce toxins that 
can harm fish, wildlife and humans.  It is easy to esti-
mate the intensity of harmful algal blooms visually and by 
counting the number of cells per liter of water. But toxin 
production rates can vary dramatically, so cell counts do 
not correlate well with toxicity levels.  SCCF will soon be 
acquiring the testing equipment necessary to detect the 
presence of and measure the levels of red tide toxin and 
others linked to bluegreen algae blooms. 

By having our own equipment, the SCCF Marine Lab 
will not have to rely on other entities to determine the 
toxicity of Caloosahatchee River cyanobacteria blooms 
or of estuarine algae such as Karenia brevis (which causes 
Florida red tide.)  We will also be able to measure the bio-
accumulation and depuration rate (the speed of purifica-
tion or cleansing) of toxins in affected organisms which 
will increase our understanding of food web effects and 
the duration of harmful levels of toxin if present, as well as 
which species are affected. As an example, this February, a 
month after the red tide was gone from the water column, 
Heather Barron from CROW (Sanibel’s Clinic for the Re-

habilitation of Wildlife) was reporting high numbers of 
birds with brevetoxicosis (red tide) symptoms.  Some bait 
fish and many species of invertebrates filter phytoplank-
ton from the water and by doing so during a red tide, 
their tissues can accumulate high concentrations of breve-
toxins. Animals that feed on these filter-feeders may not 
survive. The sick birds were at the top of the food chain 
and were likely ingesting prey which had accumulated 
high amounts of toxins. Filter feeders, including bryo-
zoans and tunicates, can be very abundant on seagrass 
leaves.  This can affect manatees.  

Brevetoxin concentrations in Tarpon Bay oyster 
tissue over time (Volety et al. unpublished data).

database of conditions to document how the river and 
estuary respond to both management decisions and natu-
ral events.  The conditions are shared broadly with wa-
ter managers from the COE and SFWMD as well as our 
local legislative delegation and the Secretary of Florida’s 
Department of Environmental Protection.  We encour-
age you to browse through these reports which are posted 
online at:  http://www.sccf.org/content/214/Caloosahatchee-
Conditions-Reports-2011.aspx

Adaptive Protocols (AP) for Lake Okeechobee Operations
The AP were developed to help SFWMD staff and 

Governing Board make decisions about where and how 
much water to deliver, particularly during droughts and 
the dry season.  The current protocols were adopted by 
the Board in September 2010 over the objections of west 
coast stakeholders and Audubon’s Lake Okeechobee sci-
entist.   We objected because the AP singled out the Ca-
loosahatchee to be cut off while no other users were even 
restricted and cut off even when there was virtually no 
chance of water shortage, like this past spring.   

Dan DeLisi, the west coast Governing Board repre-
sentative, has highlighted this issue and has worked with 
staff and stakeholders to find solutions.  At this month’s 
WRAC (Water Resources Advisory Commission) and 
Governing Board meetings the district revealed their 
preferred plan called “Water Supply Augmentation” that 
would back-pump water from the EAA into Lake O to 
supply, on average, 70,000 acre-feet of water for dry sea-
son flows to the Caloosahatchee.  

WSA or water supply backpumping involves taking 
excess, nutrient-polluted water off the EAA fields and 
pumping it back into the Lake.  We are working with staff 
to investigate an alternate scenario that would not require 
back-pumping.  This issue will come before the Govern-
ing Board on August 9 for a decision.  We are working 
with stakeholders from across the system to find a com-
prehensive solution.

Lower West Coast Water Supply Plan Updates
Another important effort that SCCF policy staff is 

involved in is the update of the Lower West Coast Water 
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Thank You!  You Did It!

SCCF Meets with Corps’ New Deputy for Jacksonville Office

Stanbacks Support SCCF Policy Work

Thanks to 791 donor families, we successfully concluded the Annual Fund Drive for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2012.   

Against a stated goal of $650,000, the Annual Fund Drive contributions  totaled  $611,338.   
"Thanks to an increase in special event and grant income generated by the staff, and cost cutting 

throughout the organization, the contributions to the Annual Fund Drive will put us in a  good po-
sition  to end the fiscal year  on June 30," said Board President Paul Roth.  "The Board of Trustees  is 
very  impressed with all the staff accomplishes throughout the year, and thankful for all the members 
who choose to suport that work through the Annual Fund Drive."   

Special thanks go out to those who made their first tax-deductible gift this year, and those who 
made more than one gift  to help us reach our funding goal.

100% 
Funded!

The work of SCCF Natural Re-
source Policy Director Rae Ann Wes-
sel and others on the staff got a big 
shot in the arm  recently.

Fred and Alice Stanback, dedi-
cated supporters of SCCF and many 
other conservation  causes  and initia-
tives, have donated $100,000 to fund 
our policy work.

"We have had several opportuni-
ties to visit with Rae Ann about the 
challenges she faces and inroads she 
is making with regard to effective 
public policy on water management 
and other conservation issues," said 
Mr. Stanback. "She and other SCCF 
staff members are making their voices 
heard, presenting clear, fact-based ar-

guments and solutions to the powers 
that be. It can sometimes be thankless 
work, and Alice and I wanted to sup-
port their efforts."

The Stanbacks' gift could not 
come at a better time.

"The position of Natural Re-
source Policy Director was created 
when an anonymous donor under-
wrote the first three years of the policy 
staff and program costs," said SCCF 
Executive Director Erick Lindblad. 
"That funding has expired, and the 
Stanbacks have stepped up  to meet 
that  need  for this coming fiscal year 
at just  the right time. Thank you, 
Fred and Alice!"

If you are interested in learning 

more about SCCF's work in the area 
of public policy, or how you might 
support it, please contact Erick 
Lindblad at 239-472-2329 or elind-
blad@sccf.org. 

The incoming Deputy District Commander of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Jacksonville District, Lt. Colonel Thomas M. Greco (right), 
got an update on local water quality issues on May 7 on Sanibel.  This 
was just his second week in Florida after taking over from Lt. Colonel 
Michael Kinard (left).  Rae Ann Wessel organized the meeting, which 
also included James Evans, recently named Acting Director of the City 
of Sanibel’s Department of Natural Resources; Dr. Paul Gray of Audu-
bon of Florida; Paul Tritaik, Refuge Manager, J.N. “Ding” Darling 
National Wildlife Refuge; Kurt Harclerode, Operations Manager, Lee 
County Natural Resources Department; and Jennifer Hecker, Director of 
Natural Resource Policy, Conservancy of Southwest Florida.  

Fred and Alice Stanback
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SCCF Wins Chrysalis Award for Eco-Innovation

West Marine:  “Cruising” Tickets
SCCF is participating in West Marine’s “Cruis-

ing for a Cause” to celebrate the July 19 opening of 
their new Fort Myers flagship store.

We have 100 $10 tickets to the July 19 6 - 9 
p.m. event, which entitle you to food, drink, en-
tertainment.  SCCF keeps the entire $10 for every 
ticket we sell.  Call 472-2329 for info.

This Smalltooth Sawfish has been sighted several times by the 
Marine Lab staff in Tarpon Bay over the past several weeks.  
Smalltooth Sawfish are listed as Endangered.

SCCF was one of 10 Chrysalis Award winners announced at the Lee County Visitor & Convention Bureau and Greater 
Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce Luncheon at Harborside Event Center in Fort Myers on May 9.  SCCF was honored for 
eco-innovation, focusing on our water quality work (including RECON water quality sensors) and community partnerships.

Smalltooth Sawfish Sighted in 
Tarpon Bay Save the Date 

November 10, 2012

Wines in the Wild

Donald (Chip) Lesch
Philip Puschel
Robbie Roepstorff

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Paul F. Roth - President
Patti Jurney-Sousa - Vice President
Linda Uhler - Secretary
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Kristie Anders
Rick Bartleson
Amanda Bryant
Cheryl Giattini

Erick Lindblad
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2011 - 2012
Bill Burch
Claude C. Crawford, PhD
Doris Holzheimer
Janie Howland

Martha Siders
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR
Carol Ann Zell

Supply Plan that estimates water needs and permit plan-
ning through 2030.  Our first comment on the draft was 
that the list of six uses for which water supply is assessed 
and allocated does not include natural systems — an-

other source of inequity in water allocation.  We have 
recommended that an additional use be created to ad-
dress all natural system needs for all water supply plans.

Policy -- Continued from Page 2



Page 5

Wildlife Habitat Management:  Sea Turtle Nesting
By Amanda Bryant, Sea Turtle Coordinator

This year’s sea turtle season is off to a great start. 
Nesting began early with the first nest being laid on Cap-

tiva on April 20, a full ten days before the official start of the 
season. Sanibel soon followed with a nest on April 25. 

To date, we are seeing nest numbers higher than this 
time last year and the year before.  This is not just the 
trend on Sanibel and Captiva, but beaches across the state 
are seeing nesting in higher numbers so far.  It’s impos-
sible to know if this will result in a season with a high 
number of nests or if the turtles will simply finish nesting 
early and deposit an average number of nests for the year. 

Aside from the early start to nesting, we’ve been 
pleasantly surprised with a daytime nesting logger-
head that came ashore at 9:30 a.m. rather than the 
more expected nighttime nesting. We also saw day-
time nesting loggerheads in 2010, when a total of five 

were documented between Sanibel and Captiva. 
As hatch season approaches, we ask that residents and 

visitors alike keep a few things in mind while enjoying the 
islands’ beaches.

• Respect all staked nests
• Remove all beach furniture between 9 p.m. and 

7 a.m.
• Fill in holes
• Remove all garbage from the beach
• Shield or turn off beachfront lighting
• Close blinds or curtains on beachfront windows

Sanibel’s first sea turtle nest of 2012

Loggerhead returning to the water after nesting in the 
morning (daytime nests are rare).  NOTE:  Photo was 
taken from a safe distance with a telephoto lens.

Beach Clean-up on Vacation

Amin Assadollahi and Jeffrey Phillips (right, 
above, with Amanda Bryant) from Ottawa, 
Ontario in Canada took a bit of time away from 
the usual vacation routine and spent a couple 
hours picking up trash on Bowman's Beach on 
Sanibel Island to help out sea turtles during nesting season.  Two short hours yielded two bags full of plastic trash.  They hap-
pened to be on the beach when Sea Turtle Coordinator Amanda Bryant was relocating a nest (due to the upcoming dredging 
scheduled for Blind Pass).
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BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesdays, July 25 and August 15 
at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is 
$5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.   
the city that almost Wasn’t and the saniBel Plan  

The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and 
the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This 
work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the 
Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the 
preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural re-
sources we all enjoy today. Come join us to hear more about 
the City that almost wasn’t and the work that lead to its con-
servation. Friday, August 3 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is 
$5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.   

coyote and Bear tales

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island for the first time last winter.  Come and learn about 
the behaviors of these two new species.  Coyotes have now 
moved into every county in Florida.  Both human and bear 
populations are growing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a 
bear’s diet comes from insects and fruits.  Wednesdays, July 
11, August 1 and 22 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free.   

dolPhin and Wildlife adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $25/adult, $15/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.   

Gator & crocodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what 
we must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the 
islands.    Wednesday, July 18 and August 8 and 29 at 10 a.m. 
at the Nature Center.  Call 472-2329 for more information.   

Green anoles summerinG in the Butterfly house

The Butterfly House will be a green anole house for the 
summer.  Stop by for a self guided tour, the door is always 
open.  Florida’s native green anole is in the same family 

as iguanas.  Although they can change color from green 
to brown, they are not chameleons.  All the brown anoles 
you see are not native.  The green anole is usually not seen 
on the ground but higher up on shrubs and trees.   Three 
factors stimulate the green anole to change color: camou-
flage, temperature, or emotions.    

hurricanes!
Wildlife, vegetation and human existence on these islands 
have been shaped by tropical storms. On August 13, 2004,  
Hurricane Charley left his mark on these barrier islands.  
Storms in 1873, 1910, 1945, and others rearranged sand and 
with each swipe, they re-sculpted the islands.  Spaghetti mod-
els provide some of the world’s best computer simulations 
analyzing a storm’s behavior.  Our growth in technology has 
improved communication to people who live in the path of a 
storm, but nothing is powerful enough to alter a hurricane’s 
course.  Friday, August 10 at 10 a.m.  $5 for non-members; 
members and children 17 and under are free.     

snoWy Plovers

Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Thursdays, 
July 5 and 19 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  
Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.    

tides, currents and the florida shelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day – or why you 
can see seagrasses when the tide chart says it is high tide 
– this program may be of interest to you.  In the past 
few years more people have become aware of the Flor-
ida Shelf.  Where is it and why is it important?  Come 
to this introduction to how water behaves as the earth 
spins, the moon orbits and the winds blow.  Friday, July 
6 and August 17 at 10 a.m.  $5 for non-members; members 
and children 17 and under are free.   

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Meet at the Nature Center for a 
talk and touch tank program.  Thursdays, July 12 and 26, 
August 9 and 23 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF July - August 2012 Program Schedule
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   

NON PROFIT
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September 2012

SCCF member Update

Marine Lab’s RECON Tracks Tropical Storm Debby

Wildlife Impacts of T.S. Debby

Why did Tropical Storm Debby 
— which was centered hundreds of 
miles from Sanibel — affect so many 
sea turtle and shorebird nests? 

The storm’s large size and slow 
speed generated strong winds, heavy 
rains and high water levels.  As with 
other climatological events and storms, 
the wind speed and direction along 
with the amount of rainfall determine 
the effect it will have on water quality. 

Tropical Storm Debby started 
with strong winds from the south 
shifting to the southwest as it pro-
gressed (Figure 1).  The wind speed 
average ranged between 15 and 30 
mph, gusting to over 40 mph (as re-
corded by our new RECON weather 
stations http://recon.sccf.org/weather/).

High winds “pushed” on the sur-
face of the ocean and created a storm 
tide, commonly known as “storm 
surge” (Figure 2, page 2). The wind 
causes the water to pile up higher 

Tropical storm Debby arrived on Saturday, June 23 
and appeared to be much like other tropical storms, that 
is, until it decided to stick around. The high tides and 
winds associated with the storm wreaked havoc on the 
beaches and the timing could not have been worse. 

Statewide, Florida has seen higher-than-average sea 
turtle nesting this summer. Debby arrived just as the ear-
liest nests laid were beginning to hatch. At the time of 
the storm there were 207 nests on Sanibel and 86 nests 
on Captiva. Overall, the storm washed away 65 nests on 
Sanibel and 62 nests on Captiva.  At least 130 of Sanibel’s 

By Amanda Bryant, Sea Turtle Coordinator

By: A.J. Martignette, Research Assistant; Eric Milbrandt, Director

Figure 1: RECON graph showing wind direction and speed during Tropical Storm 
Debby.

See Wildlife on Page 2
Tropical Storm Debby surf washing over a sea turtle nest.

than the ordinary sea level.  This storm tide pushed massive amounts of wa-
ter from the Gulf of Mexico up the Caloosahatchee Estuary.  This extreme 

See Marine Lab on Page 2
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Continued right

Wildlife -- Continued from Page 1

Marine Lab -- Continued from Page 1

Donald (Chip) Lesch
Philip Puschel
Robbie Roepstorff

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Paul F. Roth - President
Patti Jurney-Sousa - Vice President
Linda Uhler - Secretary
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Kristie Anders
Amanda Bryant
 Erick Lindblad
A.J. Martignette

Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage

Board of Trustees  2012
Bill Burch
Claude C. Crawford, PhD
Doris Holzheimer
Janie Howland

Martha Siders
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR
Carol Ann Zell

nests and 15 of Captiva’s nests were washed over by 
high tides and some had excess sand deposited on 
top.  Seven of Sanibel’s nests appear to have made it 
through the storm unscathed and five of Captiva’s 
nests appear to have remained dry.

The silver lining is that while tropical storm 
Debby damaged many of the nests on the beach 
at the time of the storm, the storm occurred with 
two months left in the nesting season. Sea turtles 
wasted no time in returning to the beaches to nest, 
as soon as there was beach on which to nest. Since 
the storm, more than 100 nests have been laid on 

tide combined with high flows from 
stormwater running off the land 
washed away turtle nests and docks. 

The height of these extreme tides 
increased to 14 percent higher than 
normal. Above-average tidal heights 
were also measured 20 miles upstream 
near the downtown Fort Myers RE-
CON sensor. Salinities increased ini-
tially with the storm surge then de-
creased after storm water mixed with 
the salt water. Prior to the storm, the 
salinity at the mouth of the estuary 
(Shell Point) would fluctuate  from 
30 to 36 with each tidal cycle. Dur-
ing the storm, salinities increased to 
between 35 and 36. 

RECON data from the Marine 
Lab was also used by Mote Marine 
Laboratory in an article published in 
Gulf and Caribbean Research (Vol. 24, 
2012) on the effects of a severe cold 
event on snook.  A link to the article 
can be found at www.sccf.org.

Figure 2:  RECON graph of salinity (green) and depth (black) at the Fort Myers 
sensor, with rainfall (blue bars) added.  Note also the drop in salinity (from 23 to 
below 14 caused by the heavy rainfall).
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27th Annual Coastal Cleanup Set For Saturday, September 15

Wildlife -- Continued from left

Please Join SCCF for the 27th An-
nual International Coastal Cleanup on 
Saturday, September 15 

On Saturday, September 15, 
SCCF invites you to participate in an 
international volunteer effort to rid our 
coastlines and waterways of marine lit-
ter, pollution, and debris.  As many as 
400,000 volunteers worldwide will be 
removing 6.8 million pounds plus of 
coastal trash that can hurt local econo-
mies, injure and kill marine wildlife, 
and choke the ocean environment.  
SCCF’S partner in the Ocean Conser-
vancy’s 27th Annual Coastal Cleanup is 
Keep Lee County Beautiful.

Participation is easy so bring your 
friends and family to the Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation at 3333 San-
Cap Rd between 9-12 a.m. on Saturday, 
September 15 to check in and pick up 
your Coastal Cleanup Data cards and 
trash bags.   Please bring your own water 
to reduce the use of plastic water bottles. 
Return your data sheets, deposit your 
trash in the SCCF dumpster, and have 
some lunch or  snacks on the Nature 

Center porch between 10 and 12 a.m.
Annually volunteers pick up close 

to 4 million cigarettes and plastic filters 
topping the worldwide marine litter 
list.  Plastic bags come in second with 
a million plus collected.  Trash in the 
ocean is one of the most widespread 

problems threatening our waterways 
and wildlife…. and it is all preventable.

If you have questions,  want to pick 
your “clean up” spot early, or get your 
data cards ahead of time please call Dee 
at SCCF at 472-2329.  See you at the 
Coastal Cleanup.

Table from the Ocean Conservancy showing the Top Ten Items found (by number 
of items) in 25 years of coastal cleanup.

Sanibel and Captiva. Some of the nests washed over by the high 
tides have hatched since the storm. It turned out that some of the 
nests thought to be lost entirely, only lost their staking and have been 
located after hatching. While the success of these nests is below what 
we would usually see, it is promising that some of the hatchlings 
survived and continued to develop despite the high tides.

The islands’ shorebirds were also impacted by the storm, but not 
as severely.  Two Snowy Plover nests and two chicks were lost. Luck-
ily, six chicks survived the storm and are doing well. The brood of 
Wilson’s Plover chicks, already a few weeks old, survived the storm 
and will be flying any day now. Captiva’s Least Tern colony also ap-
pears to have weathered the storm with few impacts. 

Have You Renewed Your Membership?   
SCCF members play a vital role in the Foundation.  All an-

nual memberships expired this past March.  If you have not yet 
renewed, please consider doing so, either by mail, phone or on 
our web site.
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Member Update by E-Mail
You can help SCCF save printing and postage 

costs by opting to receive your Member Update as 
an emailed PDF file.

If you prefer to receive a printed copy, we will 
of course continue to print and mail it, but if you 
would like to go “paperless” please give Karen a call 
at 472-2329 or email sccf@sccf.org.

Students at the Pick Preserve

In late Spring, Sanibel School students made some observa-
tions in the Pick Preserve following the recent prescribed burn 
in the State Botanical Site by the J.N. “Ding” Darling Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge.  Pick Preserve is adjacent and some 
burning was also done there to clear undergrowth.  Note how 
the cabbage palms are already putting out new fronds.  With 
the new school year beginning, what will students see this 
school year?  

-  Richard Finkel

Erick Lindblad receives a $2,100 donation in August from 
Chris Hall.  Chris attended the opening of the new West 
Marine flagship store in Fort Myers and won the auction 
for a fishing trip with Edgar Hansen from Discovery Chan-
nel’s “Deadliest Catch.”  West Marine gave him the option of 
choosing a nonprofit to receive the auction proceeds, and he 
chose SCCF.  Incidentally, the fishing trip has been postponed 
until December but Chris is looking forward to it!

West Marine Event Benefits SCCF

Page 5

Wines in 
the Wild
Wines in 
the Wild
Wines in 
the Wild
Wines in 
the Wild

Save the Date!

Saturday, 
November 10

    

6 - 8 p.m.
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Just a reminder, the Native Plant Nursery sells nesting boxes 
and mounting poles.  This past season, the screech owl nest-
ing box shown was a popular location. At least two different 
female owls used it. The nest was vacant for just three days 
before the second nesting owl moved in. There were three nests 
in 2012.  

On Your Own at the Nature Center

Human uses of florida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

Walking trails & observation toWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.

This “J-tailed” bobcat kitten was spotted on North Captiva. 
The kitten, about 12” high at the shoulder, is probably about 
2- 3 months old. Note the blue eyes.
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bobcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 

in trouble, bobcats seem to be flour-
ishing through most of their North 
American range and this adaptable 
feline’s ability to survive close to hu-
mans is one of the reasons for the 
bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can 
make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
Wednesday, September 5 at 10 a.m. 
in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the 
program is $5 per adult, with members 

and children attending for free.   
tHe city tHat almost Wasn’t and tHe sanibel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 

comprehensive land use plan based on 
the island’s natural systems.  This 

program is the story of the City’s 
creation and the shaping of its 
future through the Sanibel Re-
port. This work led in turn to 
the Sanibel Vision Statement and 

the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident 
that this work yielded the preservation 

of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we all en-
joy today. Friday, September 28 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.
   

coastal cleanuP

On Saturday, September 15, SCCF invites you to participate 
in the Ocean Conservancy’s 27th Annual Coastal Cleanup.  
SCCF’s partner in the international volunteer effort is Keep 
Lee County Beautiful.  Bring your friends and family to the 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation at 3333 San-Cap 
Rd between 9-12 a.m. on Saturday, September 15 to check 
in and pick up your Coastal Cleanup Data cards and trash 
bags.  See Page 3 for more on Coastal Cleanup.
  

coyote and bear tales

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island in the past year; the black bear was recently relocated 
to northern Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors 

of these two new spe-
cies.  Coyotes have now 
moved into every county 
in Florida.  Both human 
and bear populations 
are growing in Florida.  
Eighty percent of a bear’s 
diet comes from insects 
and fruits.  Wednesday, 
September 12 at 10 a.m. 

in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.
  

dolPHin and Wildlife adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

   

gator & crocodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, September 26 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.
  

 Hurricanes!
Wildlife, vegetation and human existence on these islands 
have been shaped by tropical storms. On August 13, 2004,  
Hurricane Charley left his mark on these barrier islands.  
Storms in 1873, 1910, 1945, and others rearranged sand 
and with each swipe, they re-sculpted the islands.  Spaghetti 
models provide some of the world’s best computer simula-
tions analyzing a storm’s behavior.  Our growth in technol-
ogy has improved communication to people who live in the 
storm’s path, but nothing is powerful enough to alter a hur-
ricane’s course.  Friday, September 14 at 10 a.m.  $5 for non-
members; members and children 17 and under are free.  
  

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, September 6 and 20 at 
10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF September 2012 Program Schedule

• Bobcat tales-Wed. Sept 5 10 am
• Coyote and Bear tales-Wed. Sept 12 at 10 am
• Alligator and Croc tales-wed. Sept. 26 at 10 

am
• 
• Coastal Cleanup Saturday, September 15 9-12
• Turtle Tracks-Sept 6 and 20



Page 7

su
n

d
a

y
  

m
o

n
d

a
y
 

t
u

e
s

d
a

y
 

W
e

d
n

e
s

d
a

y
 

t
H

u
r

s
d

a
y
 

f
r

id
a

y
 

sa
t

u
r

d
a

y

 S
C

C
F

  
Se

p
t

e
m

b
e

r
 2

01
2

H
a

P
P

e
n

in
g

s
P

r
o

g
r

a
m

s
o

P
P

o
r

t
u

n
it

ie
s

 2
 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8

 9
 

10
 

11
 

12
 

13
 

14
 

15

 1
6 

17
 

18
 

19
 

20
 

21
 

22

 2
3/

30
 

24
/3

1 
25

 
26

 
27

 
28

 
29

 

B
ob

ca
t T

al
es

-1
0

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

G
at

or
 &

 C
ro

c 
Ta

le
s-

10
C

it
y 

A
lm

os
t 

W
as

n’
t-

10

C
oy

ot
e 

&
 B

ea
r 

Ta
le

s-
10

C
oa

st
al

 C
le

an
up

9 
- 

12

H
ur

ri
ca

ne
s-

10

  
 

 
 

 
 

1



Page 8

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November 21    
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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November 2012

SCCF member Update

Marine Lab Scientists Leading the Way
By Jeff Siwicke, Marine Lab Research Assistant

See Marine Lab on Page 9

In late September, the SCCF Marine Lab hosted visit-
ing scientists from Harbor Branch Oceanographic Insti-
tute (HBOI) to learn how SCCF scientists manage and 
operate a state-of-the-art coastal observing network. 

In 2007, through our members’ generous support, 
SCCF established RECON (River, Estuary, and Coastal 
Observing Network).  Lab staff maintains the seven re-
motely operated RECON water quality and weather sta-
tions in the Caloosahatchee Estuary, lower Pine Island 
Sound, and the Gulf of Mexico.  Having been the first 
to purchase these sensors, SCCF scientists are at the fore-
front of an emerging technology as we pioneer approaches 
that are being used around the world.  

We recently hosted a two-day workshop discussing 
details about data management, quality assurance and 
procedures related to the preparation and maintenance of 
equipment in the harsh estuarine environment.  On the 
second day, we set out with our visiting scientists to see 
the Gulf of Mexico sensor, performing a routine service 
while answering questions and offering lessons learned.  

Drs. Brian Lapointe and Dennis Hanisak of HBOI 
recently purchased two sensor packages that are similar 
to those used in SCCF’s RECON network.  The pri-
mary focus of their visit was to learn how we prepare our instruments for deployment, maintain them in the 

field, and how we handle and use the data.  Harbor 
Branch was founded in 1975 and is now under the 
umbrella of Florida Atlantic University, with over 160 
scientists, engineers, and support staff.  Harbor Branch 
hosts a Center of Excellence in Marine Biotechnology 
and is a leader in “Ocean Science for a Better World

®
.”  

Some research highlights include discovering and pro-
tecting coral reef ecosystems, protecting marine mam-
mals and seagrasses, finding the sources of pollution 
causing harmful algal blooms, and using aquaculture 
to enhance fisheries, protect endangered species, and 
to farm seafood.  As part of the Indian River Lagoon 
Observatory, Harbor Branch is jumping into the new-
ly emerging approach of collecting autonomous data 

Above, from left:  Lab Research Assistants Jeff Siwicke and 
A.J. Martignette with Dr. Dennis Hanisak and David 
Debortoli of Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute.  The 
turqoise color is the antifouling paint on the RECON sensor.  
Below, from left:  Debortoli, Drs. Brian Lapointe and Hani-
sak of Harbor Branch.
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2013 Nominees for SCCF Board of Trustees

Donald (Chip) Lesch
Philip Puschel
Robbie Roepstorff

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Paul F. Roth - President
Patti Jurney-Sousa - Vice President
Linda Uhler - Secretary
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Kristie Anders
Amanda Bryant
 Erick Lindblad
A.J. Martignette

Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage

Board of Trustees  2012
Bill Burch
Claude C. Crawford, PhD
Doris Holzheimer
Janie Howland

Martha Siders
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR
Carol Ann Zell

Ron Gibson
A native of Richmond, Virginia, Ron moved to Cap-

tiva Island with his wife, Phyllis, in 1991 and they currently 
live on Sanibel.  Prior to moving to the islands, Ron held 
executive positions for several east coast brokerage firms 

including Vice President of 
Operations for the Baltimore-
based firm of Legg Mason and 
Principal and Board member 
for Phase3/Sungard Systems of 
Waltham, Massachusetts.  Ron 
retired from Phase3/Sungard in 
1992 but continued to consult 
on a selective basis to clients in 
the banking and financial ser-
vices industries until 2001.

Ron has two adult children, Georgann and Ron Jr., 
four grandsons, Henry, Ron 3rd, Holden and Jack and 
two granddaughters Isabelle and Madeline.

He is Past Commodore of the Captiva Island Yacht 
Club and served on the Community Foundation of Sani-
bel-Captiva and on the Captiva Community Panel.  Ron 
is a retired Fire Fighter One Volunteer at the Captive Is-
land Fire Department. 

He and Phyllis have been active supporters of SCCF 
since moving to the islands, and Ron served on the Board 
of Trustees from 1998 through 2002 and from 2005 
through 2010.  He held the position of Vice President 
from 2001 to 2002 and Treasurer from 2005 to 2010. 
Ron has served on the Resource Development, Member-
ship and Strategic Planning committees. He is a current 
member of the Finance committee.

Deborah La Gorce
Born in Boston, Deborah La Gorce moved to Wash-

ington, DC, after college, where she met and married 
John.  Three young children later they moved from the 
city to a small farm in rural Virginia.  She calls herself 
a professional volunteer, and as such she has served on 

seven boards, including being 
president of three organiza-
tions.  Most notably she was 
President of the Board of BIG 
ARTS for six years, an assign-
ment she describes as a huge 
challenge and great fun.

In the environmental area 
she joined forces with her hus-
band, fighting to designate 
a scenic highway byway and 

working to landmark the small town near their property.  
They put their farm into a conservation easement and, as 
a family, they donated critical acreage to Habitat For Hu-
manity.  Together they worked to defeat a proposed cell 
phone ordinance which would have allowed “by right” 
eight towers of 199 feet on Sanibel; the revised ordinance 
allows a height of up to 149 feet.

On Sanibel, closest to her heart, is SCCF’s work in 
preserving land and protecting our island’s water quality.  
She has been actively involved in every land conserva-
tion campaign since Frannie’s Preserve and also became 
involved in the RECON water quality sensor program.  
In addition to SCCF and BIG ARTS, Deborah supports 
FISH and other island nonprofits.  She and John have 
been full time Sanibel residents for 17 years.

Ran Neihoff
Ran and his wife, Mari-

lyn, moved to Sanibel in 1991 
when he became Senior Min-
ister of the Sanibel Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ 
and they both joined SCCF.

In the larger community 
Ran served two terms as one 
of Sanibel’s representatives on 
the Lee County Commission- Ran Neihoff

Ron Gibson

Deborah La Gorce

Continued right
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Saturday, November 10    

SCCF
    

6 - 8 p.m.

Explore the Foundation grounds while sampling 
a delicious array of food and wine.

$75 per person

For reservations call SCCF at 472-2329

Help to sponsor this event by joining our 
Host Committee.  For details, please contact:

 Linda Uhler at 472-3817 or 
 Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768

Toasting Our Good Nature

Enjoy a fun evening and 
help support SCCF programs!

Wines in the WildWines in the Wild

Board Nominees -- Continued from left
er’s Community Development Committee and one term 
on the founding board of the Sanibel-Captiva Community 
Foundation.  Retiring in 2008 after 41 years of parish minis-
try, he now teaches in the Winter Academy of BIG Arts and 
writes a column in the local magazine, Times of the Islands.

Born and bred in the St.Louis, Missouri area, Ran & 

Marilyn have lived in West Seneca and Wellsville, New 
York and Marblehead, Massachusetts.  Currently the Nie-
hoff ’s divide their time between the islands of Sanibel and 
Captiva and the woodlands of Winsted, Connecticut.  
They have three children and four grandchildren.
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The red outlines the proposed Eden Oak Preserve development.  
Yellow-outlined areas are also part of the parcel of land.

Shell Point

Proposed Eden Oak 
Preserve development

Natural Resource Policy:  Fighting Sprawl -- Persistence Pays Off

It has taken eight long years but SCCF is pleased 
to report victory in a battle to prevent sprawl on the 
north end of Captiva Island that would have destroyed 
a black mangrove basin forest and critical marine nurs-
ery ecosystem.  This past summer the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (Corps) denied a luxury townhome devel-
opment proposed by Mariner Properties known as Har-
bour Pointe at South Seas Resort.  With this decision we 
can celebrate that there will be no bridge across Bryant 
Bayou, no impervious surfaces to impact the vital marine 
nursery habitat and water quality in the adjacent aquatic 
preserve and no multistory condos to spoil the bird roost 
habitat and protective natural mangrove buffer that pre-
served South Seas properties during Hurricane Charley.   
We thank our partners in this fight:  the Captiva Civic 
Association, Conservancy of Southwest Florida and attor-
neys Matt Uhle, Gary Davis, Richard Grosso and Rich-
ard Hartsell. a Our success means that critical mangrove 
marine nursery habitat will be preserved and continue to 

support the rich diversity of marine species that depend 
on this vanishing habitat.

Development in Mangroves - Setting A Precedent
The denial of Harbour Pointe came not a moment 

too soon as a massive new mangrove development pro-
posal looms  along the Caloosahatchee estuary at Shell 
Point (see photo left).  The 306 acres of Eden Oak Pre-
serve includes a development plan for 158 acres along 
both sides of Shell Point Boulevard.   Only 8 of the 158 
acres are spoil areas not considered wetlands with the re-
mainder being wetland mangrove forest, salt marsh, ca-
nals and open water.  The plan proposes to sprawl impacts 
over 90 acres of wetlands with 54 single-family units and 
252 multi-family units, a clubhouse, community pool 
and marina with 171 docks, seawalls and rip rap.   

In addition to habitat destruction and water quality 
impacts from runoff, the project will impact a number of 
protected species that live in or utilize the area, including 
the Florida manatee, Smalltooth sawfish and diamond-
back terrapin.  SCCF will be tracking this project through 
the permit review process currently under consideration 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and South 
Florida Water Management District.  The good news is 
that the denial of the Harbour Pointe project by the Corps 
established an excellent precedent for holding the line on 
development in mangroves and coastal habitats, thereby 
reinforcing the critical functions they serve in providing 
habitat, protecting water quality, shoreline stabilization 
and coastal protection.  Stay Tuned!

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

This summer the Army Corps denied 
permitting for the Harbour Pointe 

development on Captiva.
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Earlier this year, months of 
drought and concern over low water 
levels in Lake Okeechobee resulted in 
water managers making a policy deci-
sion to completely cut off all fresh-
water supply to the Caloosahatchee 
—- not to any other user, just the Ca-
loosahatchee.  The lack of water deci-
mated the freshwater tape grass habi-
tat in the estuary and caused losses of 
oysters and fish nursery areas due to 
disease and high salinities. 

Then flip a switch and it’s the wet 
season and lack of storage in the sys-
tem means the Caloosahatchee is in-
undated with unwanted freshwater, 
causing the complete loss of an estuary 
mixing zone and the critical nursery 
functions of the estuary.  As the fresh-
water frontal zone extends offshore 
of Sanibel and Fort Myers Beach and 
into the Gulf of Mexico, we are suffer-
ing seagrass and oyster mortality after 
seven weeks of punishing flows.  

This Goldilocks effect of first too 
little and then too much is one of the 
reasons we produce a weekly condi-
tions report on the condition of the 
river, estuary and coastal environment 
for the water managers at the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers and South 
Florida Water Management District, 
the folks responsible for managing wa-
ter and flows.  The report has elevated 
the issues and added great strength to 
our ability to message positions and 
solutions for the health of the estuary. 

16th Year of Oxbow & Riverlore 
Tours

Interested in learning more 
about the Caloosahatchee and ex-
periencing it first hand?  Join SCCF 
on a riverboat Oxbow and Riverlore 
Cruise, to experience the historic 

Lower estuary shoal grass on 9/5/12 (876 shoots/m2)

Shoal grass impacts are shown below in photos taken at Iona after five weeks of high-volume releases.  Shoot density 
has been reduced by 67% and the blade length/canopy has 
been reduced by 55%.

Plume of high-CDOM freshwater (CDOM is colored dissolved organic mat-
ter), coming from runoff from the Caloosahatchee watershed as well as from Lake 
Okeechobee.

Lower estuary shoal grass on 10/13/12 (293 shoots/m2,).  
Wtihin 40 cm of depth, the blue wavelengths of light (needed 
by seagrasses for photosynthesis) were absorbed by CDOM, 
resulting in the reddish color of the photograph. CDOM is 
the colored dissolved organic matter in the water.  

9/5/12

10/13/12

Continued on Page 10

The Drowning of the Caloosahatchee Estuary
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The Alien invAsion

Over 500 fish and wildlife species, 1,180 plant species and 
who knows how many insects that are not native now live 
and multiply in Florida, after being introduced by humans.  
Some like the pythons in the Everglades are having devas-
tating effects.  Come and learn about Sanibel’s “Alien Inva-
sion.”  Wednesday, November 28 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center. Cost is $5 with members and children free.
  

BoBcAT TAles

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 

in trouble, bobcats seem to be flour-
ishing through most of their North 
American range and this adaptable 
feline’s ability to survive close to hu-
mans is one of the reasons for the 
bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can 
make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
Wednesday, November 7 at 10 a.m. 
in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the 
program is $5 per adult, with members 

and children attending for free.   

BuTTerfly house Tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.

 cAloosAhATchee oxBow & riverlore cruises

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee, following the river back to a time 
when a waterfall served as the headwaters of the Caloosa-

hatchee.  Guided by Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour adven-
ture departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam 
Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations and payment 
required.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  For reserva-
tions, call 472-2329.  Cruises are offered:  November 23 
(day after Thanksgiving), December 9 and in 2013: Janu-
ary 27, February 10, March 10, April 14 and on Mothers 
Day, Sunday, May 12.

coyoTe And BeAr TAles

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island in the past year; the black bear was recently relocated to 
northern Florida.  Come 
and learn about the be-
haviors of these two new 
species.  Coyotes have 
now moved into every 
county in Florida.  Both 
human and bear popula-
tions are growing in Flor-
ida.  Eighty percent of a 
bear’s diet comes from 
insects and fruits.  Wednesday, November 14 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
  

dolphin And wildlife AdvenTure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

endAngered species TAles 
Florida has 133 animal species and 565 plants listed as 
threatened or endangered.  Come and learn about local 
listed species like the Smalltooth Sawfish, Kemp’s ridley 
sea turtle, the Eastern Indigo snake, and a group of rare 
plants found by Calusa Indian mounds.  Tuesday, Novem-
ber 20 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.
 

   
gATor & crocodile TAles

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF November 2012 Program Schedule
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SCCF November 2012 Program Schedule
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, November 21 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.

red Tide And oTher hArmful AlgAl Blooms

Alina Corcoran, Ph.D., is the head of Harmful Algal 
Bloom (HAB) Research at the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Institute (FWRI) in St. Petersburg, Florida.  FWRI tracks 
and studies Red tide events.  Red tide affected local wa-
ters last November and has been detected off the Sarasota 
coast recently.  Florida’s first official reporting of red tide 
occurred in 1844 and was accompanied by massive fish 
kills.  Thursday, November 8 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Cen-
ter auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free.
  

TAnk TAlk 
The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about and feed these living ambassadors.  Tuesday, 
November 13 and 27 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audi-
torium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.
  

TurTle TrAcks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, November 1 and 15 at 
10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

wildlife Tours AT The dunes

Please join SCCF and the Dunes for a wildlife tour by golf 
cart on Tuesday, November 20 at 4:30.  SCCF preserved 
lands are adjacent to much of the course making for good 
wildlife viewing including birds and alligators.  Some-
times eagles make an appearance.  Please call the Dunes at 
472-3355 for required reservations and ask for Julayne.

wines in The wild:  ToAsTing our good nATure

Celebrating SCCF’s 45th anniversary, this year’s Wines 
in the Wild is set for November 10.  From 6 to 8 p.m., 
guests will taste three white and three red wines while 
strolling the grounds of the Nature Center, also enjoying 
Leslie Adams’ tasty treats chosen to match the wines.
This year’s wines celebrate the natural world which SCCF 
strives to protect.  The wines are chosen to represent great 
taste and great value from all over the world; each also will 
have a tie to nature in its label or name.
This is the fifth year for Wines in the Wild and it prom-
ises to be the best yet.  Reserve your space now by calling 
472-2329.  Tickets are $75 per person.  To join the Host 
Committee as sponsors of the event, call Linda Uhler at 
472-3817 or Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768.

On Your Own at the Nature Center

humAn uses of floridA nATive plAnTs

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

wAlking TrAils & oBservATion Tower

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.

Wines
in the

Wild
Wines

in the

Wild
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SCCF is sponsoring or co-sponsoring several events 
as part of Captiva Holiday Village.  The entire two-week 
long celebration includes lots of fun things to do Fire-
works, Opera on the Beach, Sanibel and Captiva Islands 
Trust Company’s Boat Parade and Royal Shell’s Decorat-
ed Golf Cart Parade. SCCF has been and is again this year 
a recipient of proceeds from the parade.

SCCF will assist with two events on Wednesday, 
November 28 starting from McCarthy’s Marina: a 
Walking History Tour at 10 am; and Gordon Huller 
helping people Demystify Wines during a sunset, moon-
lit cruise. Reservation for the cruise can be made by call-
ing 472-5300. The cruise is not a wine tasting, although 
beverages will be available, but rather an opportunity to 
learn the basics of wine selection for fine dining. 

November 30th, SCCF will be at Jensen’s teaching 
about Cabbage palms and their unique part played in the 
human history of this area, from the Calusas first mak-
ing containers to weaving your own decorative fish orna-
ments from the fronds. There is a vast array of ethno-
botanical applications for this, the State tree of Florida. 
Coconut painting and other fun activities will proceed a 
great Mullet March from Jensen’s on the Bay, down Andy 
Rosse Lane to watch the sunset.

December 1st, SCCF will be at the corner of Andy 
Rosse and Captiva Drive to help people make rhythm in-
struments out of recycled items as a lead up to American 
Realty’s Junkanoo Parade.

December 4th, Amy Bennett Williams will be in the 
Wakefield Room at ‘Tween Waters to talk about her new 
book on the history of the Caloosahatchee. Along with 
Amy will be Woody Hanson’s whose family has lived 

along the shores of the Caloosahatchee for five genera-
tions. Woody will be talking about his grandfather named 
the White Medicine Man of the Seminoles. Both of these 
people bring rare perspectives on our history.  Program 
starts at 7 pm.

The first week continues on the morning of December 
5 at 10 am with an SCCF favorite, a cruise around Pine Is-
land Sound to see some of the fish houses during the 1000 
years of Fishing in Pine Island Sound story, led by Kristie 
Anders. Again reservations for this cruise can be made by 
calling 472-5300. 

The afternoon will include a lecture by Doris Hol-
zheimer on Storm Readiness and a slide show by Kristie 
Anders on Hurricane History. This program will be held 
at the CCA building starting at 2 pm. The night cap for 
the evening is by way of Stars Over Captiva, a night sky 
cruise led by Richard Finkel.

December 6th, SCCF’s Marine Lab scientists will 
be leading an excursion; December 7th is a showing of 
America’s Darling a new biographical film about one of 
Captiva’s more influential people, Ding Darling. Darling’s 
leadership led the two islands building the conservation 
ethic and what eventually became the JN Ding Darling 
National Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel Island.

Lots of other events abound during the last week in 
November and first week in December. Captiva Memo-
rial library, Captiva Historical Society, Chapel by the Sea, 
Captive Cruises, ‘Tween Waters Inn and Captiva Civic 
Association are all hosting events.  SCCF is very happy 
to be part of this celebration of Captiva Island while we 
all prepare for the holidays. Check out the entire list of 
events at www.captivaholidayvillage.com

Captiva Holiday Village and SCCF Chautauqua

Marine Lab -- Continued from Page 1
around the clock, similar to SCCF’s RECON network.  

Hosting workshops like this at the Marine Lab paves 
the way for future collaborations and publications.  Be-
cause Harbor Branch intends to purchase more sensors 
in the future and build a network similar to SCCF’s RE-
CON system, there is great potential for a peninsular-
scale analysis of coastal processes in south Florida. 

The Indian River Lagoon is linked with Lake 
Okeechobee via the St. Lucie River, and while the Caloosa-
hatchee River receives the bulk of lake releases, the Indian 
River Lagoon does get lower volume releases and they have 
seen water quality steadily degrade over the years.  The sen-
sor technology provides new data on episodic events and 

can be used to compare the effects of Lake O releases, 
cold-stun events similar to those previously recorded by 
RECON in 2010, and the way that estuaries respond to 
hurricanes.  These relationships benefit the islands and are 
helping to push science into the 21st century.  

Would You Like Your Newsletter by Email?   
If you would like to receive the Member Update  

by email, it saves SCCF printing and postage costs!
Please let us know by dropping us a line (P.O. Box 

839, Sanibel), giving us a call (472-2329) or shooting 
us an email at sccf@sccf.org).
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Aimee Wegescheide was 
born and raised in a rural area 
south of St. Louis, Mo. She 
graduated from College of the 
Ozarks in 2009 with a B.S. de-
gree in Conservation and Wild-
life Management and minors 
in Agriculture, Field Biology, 
and Studio Art.  Since then she 
has traveled to Uganda with 
the African Children’s Mission, 
worked on Langford Farms, worked as a live-in caretaker 
for elderly women, and attended one year of graduate 
school at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Her 
interests include sustainable living/agriculture, outdoor 
activities, art, athletics, and growing closer to God.  Ai-
mee’s goal in life is to bring glory to God with the gifts 
and opportunities that He has given her.

Erika Shimada grew up in 
Seal Beach, California, where 
spending time at the beach was 
her favorite hobby. Her love of 
the ocean prompted her to at-
tend college at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara 
(UCSB).  In 2009, she gradu-
ated from UCSB with a B.S. 
in Aquatic Biology.  While she 
was working for an ecological 

restoration and wastewater mitigation project, she began 
to appreciate and admire California’s native flora.  Plants, 
along with scuba diving and snowboarding, are among 
Erika’s most cherished activities.  She aspires to go to 
graduate school in the next few years to study ecological 
restoration and hopes to works towards bettering the en-
vironment and mankind’s relationship with it.

Meet Our Nursery Interns

Policy -- Continued from Page 5
Caloosahatchee.  This guided trip provides a relax-
ing opportunity to gain a personal perspective on the 
river — its history, folklore, issues and solutions, as we 
explore the meanders of the historic upriver Caloosa-
hatchee.  We follow the river back to a time when a wa-
terfall served as the headwaters of the Caloosahatchee 
and settlers braved living amongst the wilderness.

The 2.5 hour adventure begins by locking through the 
W.P. Franklin Lock in Olga.  Heading east toward Alva, we 
enter the historic bends of the river and revisit the activities 
of the pioneers who traveled the same river to find paradise.  
Stories of the settlements and their adventures are blended 
with an understanding of the river’s oxbows, the wild crea-

tures that call it home and the challenges the river faces.
The tour is guided by SCCF Natural Resource Policy 

Director Rae Ann Wessel, a river researcher, long-time river 
advocate and historian aboard a stable and spacious 43-pas-
senger Manatee Rover pontoon boat. All seats have a great 
view for photographs and wildlife viewing. The 16th sea-
son will begin on Friday, November 23, 2012 with month-
ly tours offered through Mothers Day.  Additional cruises 
are  scheduled on Sundays, December 9, 2012, January 27, 
2013, February 10, 2013, March 10, 2013, April 14, 2013 
and Mothers Day, May 12, 2013.  Trips fill up fast so call 
the Foundation to reserve your seats, 472-2329.

Aimee Wegescheide Erika Shimada

Message inside:   

Enjoy a wonder-filled holiday!

10 cards & 
envelopes for 
$15.  Available 
at the Native 
Plant Nursery.

SCCF Christmas Cards
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For the second year running, students popped into 
the Nature Center looking for a project for their Civic En-
gagement class at Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU).  
Both times were in mid-September and Monofilament 
Madness was in the planning stages.  

Last year the group cleaned Albright Island by ca-
noe.  This year the group promoted SCCF and Monofila-
ment Madness at FGCU.  They signed up and coordi-
nated students to clean mangroves around Buck Key and 
South Seas Island Resort with Captiva Kayak Company.  
A low tide mangrove walk with young Mangrove Mon-
keys cleaned at the end of Dixie Beach Boulevard. The 
group produced and distributed a brochure at the univer-
sity, wrote an FGCU newsletter article, and are working 
towards making Monofilament Madness a larger annual 
event between SCCF and the university.

Please keep our Gift Catalog in mind for your holiday 
shopping!  You may have seen it in your October Mem-
ber Update and we have copies at the Nature Center and 
Nursery.  There’s also a PDF of the catalog on our web 
site.  From interns to Least Terns to Eastern Indigo Snake 
Research to the Butterfly House to helping cover the costs 
for fuel and staff time when the Marine Lab is called upon 
to assist with the rescue of a distressed sea turtle, manatee 
of dolphin.

FGCU & Monofilament Madness

FGCU students Josh Hendrix, Leah Gexler, Katherine Stra-
tis, Joseph Kova adopted Mopnofilament Madness as a project 
when they came out to the Nature Center to talk to Dee about 
a project for their Civic Engagement class.

SCCF Gift Catalog
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September   
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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SccF member UpDate

Sea Turtle and Snowy Plover Season Recap

SCCF Earns its Stars!

Snowy Plovers
Nesting season “officially” begins on February 15 for 

Snowy Plovers, but this year, like most years, Sanibel’s 
Snowy Plovers began nesting in mid-March. The first nest 
was laid on March 15 and nesting continued steadily from 
there. Seven pairs of Snowy Plovers nested this season, 
laying a total of 15 nests.  One female (Green/Black) was 
responsible for five nests! Seven of the 15 nests hatched, 
four were depredated, and four washed away during high 
tides. Out of the seven hatched nests, 15 chicks hatched 
and seven chicks made it to fledging. The 2012 nesting 
season wasn’t as successful as past years, mostly due to the 
impacts of Tropical Storm Debby, but SCCF’s Shorebird 
Monitoring Program is successful if it’s able to help at 
least some chicks reach fledging.

Snowy Plovers aren’t the only shorebirds we moni-
tor on the islands. Wilson’s Plovers and Least Terns also 
call Sanibel and Captiva home for nesting. This year, one 
Wilson’s Plover nest was laid on Sanibel. All three chicks 
survived to fledge and can still be seen running around 
between Bowman’s Beach and Blind Pass. The Least Tern 
colony returned to the north end of Captiva this year. The 
colony was very successful.  In total, there were at least 58 
nests and approximately 60 chicks reached fledging.

Sea Turtles
What a summer! This sea turtle season, we had a near 

record number of nests, early nesters (our first nest was laid 
April 24…a full week before the official start of nesting), 
daytime nesters, and two tropical storms.  The Islands have 
not had this many nests since 2008 and before that 2000! 

Sanibel finished out the 2012 nesting season with 314 log-
gerhead nests, one green turtle nest, and 660 false crawls 
(all loggerhead). Captiva had a total of 117 nests and 170 
false crawls, all were from loggerhead turtles. 

Hatch success was not nearly as good as we would 
have hoped after having so many nests laid, but that was 
due to Tropical Storms Debby and Isaac. Sanibel and 
Captiva had 99 and 36 nests hatch, respectively, with over 
9,000 hatchlings reaching the Gulf.

Read about Recon2 on Page 10.  The movements of this 
Kemps ridley sea turtle are being tracked by satellite in Pine 
Island Sound.

Charity Navigator has awarded SCCF its prestigious 4-star rating for demonstrating good 
governance, sound fiscal management and a commitment to accountability and transparency. 
SCCF is one of only two environmental non-profits in Florida to receive Charity Navigator’s 
highest 4-star ranking. Charity Navigator is America's largest and most respected indepen-
dent evaluator of charities. To learn more please read the full text of the announcement letter 
on page 3 of this Update.

By Amanda Bryant, Sea Turtle Coordinator An adult Wilson’s Plover 
with three chicks

Least Tern

This female snowy plover 
laid five nests this season
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Marine Lab Case Study:  Caloosahatchee Impacts on Refuge Water Quality

Janie Howland 
Philip Puschel
Robbie Roepstorff
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By Mark Thompson, Marine Lab Research Associate
Is that brown plume of water com-

ing down the Caloosahatchee River 
having an effect on the J.N. “Ding” 
Darling National Wildlife Refuge?

That is one of the principle re-
search questions that the SCCF Marine 
Lab is working on.  It has far-reaching 
consequences for the habitats and wild-
life of J.N. “Ding” Darling National 
Wildlife Refuge and for our beaches.  
For three years (since 2009), the SCCF 
Marine Lab has sampled and analyzed 
water quality within and around the 
Refuge and Pine Island Sound in order 
to provide answers to that and many 
other water quality-related questions.  
We collect samples monthly at ten sites 
to detect non-point source* pollutants 
(such and Nitrogen and Phosphorus). 
This information is combined with the 
data from our RECON stations, which 
is streamed continuously from through-
out Pine Island Sound, Tarpon Bay and 
the Caloosahatchee River. We look for 
patterns, trends, and associations to 
establish who, when, where and why. 
It is similar to CSI gathering pieces of 
evidence and the Marine Lab is starting 
its fourth successful year with new plots 
and tools but mostly the same cast.  

A recent (July 2012) analysis of 
three years’ worth of data (the evi-
dence) suggests that when the S-79 
water control structure (alias Franklin 

Locks and Dam) located on the Ca-
loosahatchee River opens up its gates, 
large amounts of water are released. 
Marine Lab investigators pooled wa-
ter quality data from their sources 
with data from U.S. Geological Sur-
vey (USGS) and Refuge sensors in the 
area and analyzed the information in 
statistical software.  We started with 
two research questions about water 
quality patterns; 
1. Are changes in salinity (the 

amount of salt in the water) in 

the Refuge and around Sanibel 
more related to local precipita-
tion, tidal action or discharges 
from S-79? 

2. Are changes in the color (Colored 
Dissolved Organic Matter, or 
CDOM) within the Refuge and 
around Sanibel more related to:
• local precipitation
• tidal action or 
• discharges from S-79?

See Marine Lab on Page 5

* Non-point source pollutants come from 
stormwater runoff from agricultural, res-
idential and other developed lands such 
as golf courses.

The correlation between CDOM and S-79 releases can be seen in these graphs based on 
RECON readings/samples taken at the mouth of Tarpon Bay and at McIntyre Creek 
(map on Page 5).  Green bars show high S-79 discharge:  the correlation with higher 
CDOM and lower salinity can be clearly seen toward the end of August; one precipita-
tion spike in early August affected CDOM at McIntyre Creek.  Note:  S-79 and pre-
cipitation amounts show relative values; precipitation amounts are multiplied by 10.
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November 6, 2012

Erick Lindblad
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL 33957

Dear Erick Lindblad: 

On behalf of Charity Navigator, I wish to congratulate Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation on achieving our
coveted 4-star rating for sound fiscal management and commitment to accountability and transparency.

As the nonprofit sector continues to grow at an unprecedented pace, savvy donors are demanding more accountability,
transparency and quantifiable results from the charities they choose to support with their hard-earned dollars. In this
competitive philanthropic marketplace, Charity Navigator, America's premier charity evaluator, highlights the fine
work of efficient, ethical and open charities. Our goal in all of this is to provide donors with essential information
needed to give them greater confidence in the charitable choices they make.

Based on the most recent information available, we have issued a new rating for your organization. We are proud to
announce Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation has earned a 4-star rating. Receiving four out of a possible four
stars indicates that your organization adheres to good governance and other best practices that minimize the chance of
unethical activities and consistently executes its mission in a fiscally responsible way. Approximately a quarter of the
charities we evaluate have received our highest rating, indicating that Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
outperforms most other charities in America. This “exceptional” designation from Charity Navigator differentiates
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation from its peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their trust.

Forbes, Business Week, and Kiplinger's Financial Magazine, among others, have profiled and celebrated our unique
method of applying data-driven analysis to the charitable sector. We evaluate ten times more charities than our nearest
competitor and currently attract more visitors to our website than all other charity rating groups combined, thus making
us the leading charity evaluator in America. Our data shows that users of our site gave more than they planned to
before viewing our findings, and in fact, it is estimated that last year Charity Navigator influenced approximately $10
billion in charitable gifts.

We believe our service will enhance your organization's fundraising and public relations efforts. Our favorable review
of Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation's fiscal health and commitment to accountability & transparency will be
visible on our website as of November 6th.

We wish you continued success in your charitable endeavors.

Sincerely,

Ken Berger
President & Chief Executive Officer
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Natural Resource Policy Notes
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
By the Time You Read This…

The election will be over, robo 
calls will have ended (we hope) and 
we will have some new representation 
in new districts at the local, state and 
federal levels due to redistricting.  In 
Lee County we have two new County 
Commissioners; in District 2 Cecil 
Pendergrass replaces Brian Bigelow 
who resigned to run for other office 
and in District 3 Larry Kiker replaces 
Ray Judah.  John Manning and Frank 
Mann both won their districts so re-
main in office.  At the State level Liz-
beth Benacquisto won election to the 
new District 30 seat covering most of 
Lee County.  In the Florida House 
race Ray Rodrigues will be our repre-
sentative in District 76.  At the Fed-
eral level Senator Bill Nelson retained 
his office against challenger Connie 
Mack and in the U.S. House District 
19 was won by newcomer Trey Radel 
who defeated challengers Jim Roach.   

SCCF sponsored a Coffee with 
the Candidates series of one-on-one 
meetings with candidates for several 
of these races.  We were pleased that 
these events attracted some new visi-
tors to our center and gave us a chance 
to educate and share some of our sci-
ence and island policy priorities with 
the candidates.  So we all won as we 
expanded awareness of our efforts 
by introducing the candidates to our 
diverse efforts, we forged new rela-
tionships and established SCCF as a 
resource for understanding  and in-
terpreting local issues, addressing im-
pacts and crafting solutions.  Bios of 
the newly elected can be read on our 
website, under Government Contacts.

Palm Acres HOA Stepping Up to Stop 
Eden Oak Demolition of Mangrove 
Forest

This past month the residents of 
Palm Acres invited SCCF to a discus-
sion of the Eden Oak development in 
their backyard along Shell Pointe Road.   
The Eden Oak Preserve project in-
volves the development of 300 homes, 
a clubhouse, marina and 171 boat slips 
all on 150 acres of wetland mangrove 
forest along the Caloosahatchee. 

We welcome the community in-
terest and look forward to working 
with the local residents, homeowners 
and other interested groups in pre-
venting impacts to this biologically 
productive mangrove habitat and the 
protected species that are dependent 
upon this vital wetland. 

To learn more about the project, 
review the permit applications, read 
comment letters and see our Power-
point program on the project, visit 
our website page at:  http://sccf.org/
content/230/Eden-Oak-Develop-
ment.aspx (link available from Home 
Page “current issues” green box or 
from Policy drop-down menu).

Water Supply Plan Update
Every five years the South Florida 

Water Management District (SF-
WMD) updates their water supply 
plans to evaluate if future water sup-
ply projections are sufficient to meet 
the estimated demands for the next 
20 years.  The current Lower West 
Coast Water Supply Plan update 
looks out to the year 2030, projects 
a 51% increase in population growth 
demand and an 18% projected in-
crease in agricultural water needs.  

The District concludes that “the 
future water demands of the LWC 
Planning Area can continue to be 

met through the 2030 planning ho-
rizon.”  In our review and comments 
to the District, [add link to SCCF ltr] 
we take issue with the plan and their 
conclusions and make recommenda-
tions for making the plan reflective of 
real life conditions.  

In our opinion the plan repre-
sents a paper exercise that fails to ad-
equately consider the comprehensive 
water needs of all water users and as-
sumes water availability on unrealistic 
or unsustainable sources.  These as-
sumptions support their conclusions 
but are not reflective of actual water 
conditions and water shortage that are 
currently being experienced and will 
continue to get worse under this plan.  

Water supply and water permit-
ting are intricately linked to the qual-
ity of water and habitat for fisheries, 
human consumption and recreation 
in our natural systems.  The plan as 
drafted perpetuates a fantasy that all is 
well when, in fact, water shortages are 
here now and only going to get worse 
under the status quo permitting sys-
tem.   We anticipate this to be a key 
issue in the 2013 legislative session.

Our comment letter, the District’s 
“Comments Received Draft” and the 
District’s web site page about the Lower 
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Marine Lab -- Continued from Page 2

Policy -- Continued from left

Thank you, Ray Judah
Over the past 24 years, Commissioner Ray Judah has been a powerful force for the en-

vironment and our community on the Lee County Commission.  He has been the kind of 
public servant we all want, one who is well informed on the facts, passionate about serving 
the community and one who works for the diverse interests of the County’s citizens and 
taxpayers. The walls in his office are testament to that - covered in awards from all sectors 
of the community, for a wide variety of accomplishments.   

He worked to support programs and initiatives to protect, preserve and restore the 
natural beauty and diversity of natural treasures our community has been entrusted with.  He was one of the first 
public servants to embrace and promote the concept of sustainability, providing for human activity and our imprint 
on natural resources in balance with the needs of a healthy environment.  He promoted the concept that protecting 
and preserving our environment enhances and elevates our economy, feeding us in two ways.  And he worked to 
bring sustainable diversity to our economy through new technologies including alternative biofuels. 

Lee County is the quality place it is today in large part because Ray Judah cared enough to step up to public 
service and speak out.  We will miss your steady and ready helping hand, Ray.   On behalf of our community, we 
thank you for your outstanding efforts to shape and grow this community in balance with our natural treasures.  
Your efforts have made a difference and will be felt for generations to come.  

Lab Volunteer Needed for Red Tide Sampling
Dr. Rick Bartleson at our Marine Lab would 

love to have a volunteer or two who could take wa-
ter samples at a couple of island beaches when we 
have a red tide bloom going.  

Rick currently collects and then analyzes samples; 
it would cut his reporting time to the City of Sani-
bel if someone could help collect the samples.  Other 
groups are also sampling on the islands but those sam-
ples go to the state’s lab as part of the state’s red tide 
monitoring network, and processing takes a couple of 
days  Rick is also hoping that we might be able to learn 
more about how the red tide interacts with the Caloo-
sahatchee plume created by large volumes of nutrient-
laden freshwater coming down the river.  One note:  
Please keep in mind that the red tide toxin is known to 
cause respiratory issues.

If you can help, please give Rick at call at 
395-4617.

West Coast Water Supply Plan can we found on our web site 
through the Home Page “current issues” green box.

Salinity and CDOM are water quality parameters that 
can serve as indicators for other pollutants, such as nutri-
ents. They do not change due to biological activity over the 
study area. They can be diluted or concentrated by mixing 
with other sources of water. Precipitation, tidal exchange and 
S-79 affect these parameters in different ways and therefore 
changes in the waters around the islands can be attributed to 
one or more of these potential sources. 

The results were surprising to the investigators. There 
was a weak relationship between tide and salinity or tide and 
CDOM within the refuge. A moderately strong relation-
ship was found with rainfall but a very strong relationship 
was found between discharges from S-79 and water quality.  
Discharges from the Franklin Lock and Dam were affecting 
water quality within the refuge much greater than local tides 
or precipitation.  In other words – water from upstream of 
S-79 was being distributed great distances and causing the 
patterns that we see within the refuge. Pollutants from ag-
ricultural runoff are very likely to be mixing with the water 
within the refuge and around Sanibel and affecting habitats 
and wildlife. The magnitude of the effect is not clear because 
of interannual variations but each year that data are collected 
provides a clearer picture of refuge water quality. Stay tuned 
for more results in this not so cold case.  
Lab sampling locations (red dots), RECON (yellow stars) and 
USGS station (black triangle) at McIntyre Creek.
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AnnuAl MeMbership Meeting

SCCF’s Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, De-
cember 3 at 5 p.m.  Find out what’s up at SCCF and 
what’s been happening at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.   
Please join us as we celebrate our 45th anniversary.  Please 
bring a potluck dish — SCCF will be supplying the main 
dish.  Monday, December 3 at 5 p.m.  Call 472-2329 for 
more info.

the Alien invAsion

Over 500 fish and wildlife species, 1,180 plant species and 
who knows how many insects that are not native now live 
and multiply in Florida, after being introduced by humans.  
Some like the pythons in the Everglades are having devas-
tating effects.  Come and learn about Sanibel’s “Alien Inva-
sion.”  Wednesday, December 26 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center. Cost is $5 with members and children free.
  

bobcAt tAles

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Han-
sen describes Lynx rufus.  While other 
wild feline species are in trouble, bob-
cats seem to be flourishing through 
most of their North American range 
and this adaptable feline’s ability to 
survive close to humans is one of the 
reasons for the bobcat’s success.  Rats 
and mice can make up to 40% of the 
bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, December 5 
at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. 

Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and chil-
dren attending for free.   

 cAloosAhAtchee oxbow & riverlore cruises

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee, following the river back to a time 
when a waterfall served as the headwaters of the Caloosa-
hatchee.  Guided by Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour ad-
venture departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock & 
Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations and 
payment required.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  For 
reservations, call 472-2329.  Cruises are offered the fol-
lowing Sundays:  December 9, 2012 and in 2013: January 

27, February 10, March 10, April 14 and on Mothers Day, 
Sunday, May 12.

coyote And beAr tAles

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island in the past year; the black bear was recently relocated to 
northern Florida.  Come 
and learn about the be-
haviors of these two new 
species.  Coyotes have 
now moved into every 
county in Florida.  Both 
human and bear popula-
tions are growing in Flor-
ida.  Eighty percent of a 
bear’s diet comes from 
insects and fruits.  Wednesday, December 12 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
  

dolphin And wildlife Adventure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

econoMic benefits of the environMent

Professor Richard Weisskoff will be speaking about the 
economic benefits of the environment with a special 
case study presentation about Estero Bay. Dr. Weisskoff 
is a University of Miami faculty member who received a 
Ph.D. in Economics from Harvard University. Dr. Weiss-
koff has worked at the United Nations, Bar Ilan Univer-
sity (in Israel), Iowa State University, and Yale University, 
and has been a visiting professor at Notre Dame Univer-
sity, American University, and at universities in Mexico, 
Puerto Rico, and Peru.  Tuesday, December 4 at 10 a.m. 
Free to all.

endAngered species tAles 
Florida has 133 animal species and 565 plants listed as 
threatened or endangered.  Come and learn about local 
listed species like the Smalltooth Sawfish, Kemp’s ridley 
sea turtle, the Eastern Indigo snake, and a group of rare 
plants found by Calusa Indian mounds.  Tuesday, Decem-
ber 18 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.
 

gAtor & crocodile tAles

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF December 2012 Program Schedule
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SCCF December 2012 Program Schedule
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, December 19 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.

owl tAles

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 

does not make its own nest but uses 
one built by an osprey, hawk, or eagle.  
The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or 
nest boxes.  Will the Barn Owls use 
the nest box on the side of the Nature 
Center this year?  Island Screech owls 
are in the courting phase with males 
guarding territory and calling to fe-
males.  Thursday, December 20 at 10 

a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members and 
children attending for free.

tAnk tAlk 
The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living 
in tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, 
Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida 
Snapping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus 
baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a 
guided tour to learn about and feed these living ambas-
sadors.  Tuesday, December 11 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 

Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members 
and children free.
  

turtle trAcks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, December 13 and 27 at 
10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

wildlife tours At the dunes

Please join SCCF and the Dunes for a wildlife tour by golf 
cart on Tuesday, December 18 at 4:30.  SCCF preserved 
lands are adjacent to much of the course making for good 
wildlife viewing including birds and alligators.  Some-
times eagles make an appearance.  Please call the Dunes at 
472-3355 for required reservations and ask for Julayne.

On Your Own at the Nature Center

butterfly house

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.
 

huMAn uses of floridA nAtive plAnts

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

wAlking trAils & observAtion tower

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.

wildlife exhibits

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look 
at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty 
the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.
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SCCF is sponsoring or co-sponsoring several events as 
part of Captiva Holiday Village.  For a full description of 
Captiva’s educational and holiday fun, visit www.captiva-
holidayvillage.com

December 4 — Amy Bennett Williams will be in 
the Wakefield Room at ‘Tween Waters Inn to talk about 
her new book on the history of the Caloosahatchee.  Join-
ing her is Woody Hanson, whose family has lived along 
the shores of the Caloosahatchee for five generations. See 
below for more info.

On the morning of December 5 at 10 a.m., learn about 
One Thousand Years of Fishing on a fish house cruise with 
Kristie Anders. From the Calusas through today and the Ma-
rine Lab’s eye on the future the story of Pine Island Sound 
will be woven through the story of fish and other resources 
of our bountiful estuary.  2 hour cruise $30/pp reservation 
should be made by calling Captiva Cruises at 472-5100. 
Cruise departs from McCarthy’s Marina.

Summer storms Debby and Isaac passed hundreds of 
miles away from us, yet they changed our behavior, res-
culpted our beaches and for a short time deprived some 
of us of electricity. We have seen tragedy unfold in the 
North and may think “at least I am prepared.” But are 
you? Storm Readiness presented by Doris Holzheimer 
highlights some of the steps for preparedness. Planning 
ahead can prevent frustration as was evident with last-
minute lines at the gas stations prior to Isaac’s passing. 
In tandem will be a presentation on some of the most 
influential Hurricanes affecting our Islands in the past 
150 years. What does a 12-foot storm surge do to islands 
that on average are less than five feet above sea level?  This 
program will be held at the Captiva Civic Association 
building starting at 2 p.m.  

The night cap for the evening of December 5 is Stars 
Over Captiva, a night sky cruise led by Richard Finkel.  
Reservations through Captiva Cruises at 472-5100.

December 6 —  Mangrove Mamas. What lives among 
the roots and tangles of mangroves? SCCF Marine Lab 
Staff will be gathering specimens to demonstrate the in-
tertwined lives of creatures that live on the bayside fringes. 

The Marine Lab has led efforts to replant mangrove forests 
on Sanibel. This is an opportunity to learn why this habitat 
is so important to restore, maintain and preserve.  Meet at 
11 a.m. at ‘Tween Waters Inn docks.

At 2 p.m. on December 6, meet at Captiva Kayak to 
paddle with SCCF’s marine scientists to a nearby sea 
grass flat. Comb through the grasses with a seine net and 
discover who lives there. The underwater meadows in our 
estuary are crucial habitat to some rather odd looking 
creatures: pipefish, brittle stars and puffer fish. Habitat 
is defined as food, water, shelter and space to hide.  The 
grasses hold secrets few know how to see. Explore this 
fascinating area with our knowledgeable staff.

December 8 — As part of Captiva’s Luminary festi-
val, SCCF’s Wildlife Habitat Management Director Chris 
Lechowicz and Sea Turtle Coordinator Amanda Bryant 
will be at Royal Shell on the corner of Andy Rosse Lane 
and Captiva Drive starting at 5:30 p.m.  There will be 
information about sea turtles and Chris will be bringing 
the live indigo snake that is now part of the Nature Cen-
ter exhibits. Recently an imperiled indigo snake has been 
seen on Captiva, and Chris wants to make certain people 
know about this gentle giant. Education is key for the 
survival of endangered species like the indigo, green and 
loggerhead sea turtles. Come early and you can enjoy the 
very entertaining golf cart parade that begins at 3:30 p.m.

December 7  — During the Sanibel Luminary, you 
can find us at the gazebo on the Periwinkle Preserve.  Or 
you can join us in the Wakefield Room at ‘Tween Waters 
Inn at 7:30 p.m. to see America’s Darling a new biograph-
ical film on the colorful life of Jay Norwood Darling. The 
film is widely acclaimed as it has been shown from Sanibel 
to Iowa to Washington, many times with standing room 
only. Meet the producer Sam Koltinsky and hear his od-
yssey into uncovering the hidden art and character of the 
man who has been honored by the creation of the J. N. 
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge. Rare footage of 
some of his leisurely time spent at ‘Tween Waters Inn has 
been integrated into this wonderful story.

SCCF at the Captiva Chautauqua and Holiday Village

The Caloosahatchee with Amy Bennett Williams and Woody Hansen

Author Amy Bennett Williams writes in Along the Ca-
loosahatchee, “Flowing 75 westerly miles from Florida's Lake 
Okeechobee to the Gulf of Mexico, the historic Caloosa-
hatchee River has always been critically important to the re-

gion it traverses. As it makes its way past farm fields, quiet 
hamlets, and urban downtowns, manatees graze in its warm 
shallows, bass lurk in its shaded oxbows, and alligators sun 

Join SCCF for an Evening of Tales from the Caloosahatchee on December 4, 7 p.m. at ‘Tween Waters Inn.

Continued on Page 10
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Satellite Tracking a Kemps ridley named RECON2

Amy Bennett Williams -- Continued from Page 9
on its banks... Without the Caloosahatchee, the Southwest Florida that 
people know today would not exist."  Along the Caloosahatchee is one of 
the series of books “Images of America.”  Amy Bennett Williams, best 
known as the editor of Tropicalia magazine, tells the river's story from 
mastodons to today’s water quality issues and has more than 200 his-
torical black-and-white images. Williams gives special thanks to SCCF’s 
Rae Ann Wessel with helping provide vital information about the river.  
Woody Hanson, a fifth-generation Fort Myers resident, also contrib-
uted knowledge and photos to Amy’s book; his grandfather, known as 
the White Medicine Man to the Seminoles.  Woody will bring rarely 
seen artifacts and images from the early 1900s.  On the evening of 
December 4, at 7 p.m. in the Wakefield Room of ‘Tween Waters Inn.

In 1961, a now famous home 
video filmed in 1947 documented 
40,000 Kemp’s ridley females nest-
ing simultaneously in a single day at 
Rancho Nuevo, Mexico.  This mass 
synchronized nesting, called an ar-
ribada, was unknown by scientists 
until that time.  By 1966 the Kemp’s 
Ridley nests on the Mexican beaches 
were protected from the heavy hu-
man exploitation that had reduced 
their hatchling numbers but only 
2,000 females nested that year.  In 
1985 only 702 nests were found.  

Accidental capture of turtles by 
shrimp trawls were identified as the 
major source of adult turtle mortal-
ity and in 1994, legislation passed 
requiring the use of turtle excluder 
devices (TEDs) on all shrimp boats 
in U.S. and Mexican waters.  Thanks 
to these conservation efforts, the 
Kemp’s ridley is back from the brink 
of extinction and 21,144 nests were 
documented in 2009. 

The Kemp’s ridley sea turtle 
seldom nests on local beaches but 
a large juvenile population spends 
close to nine years feasting on spi-
der crabs in Pine Island Sound and 
Charlotte Harbor before going off 
to join the adult mating population, 
with the nesting arribada happen-
ing from the south Texas coast to 
Veracruz, Mexico .  Protecting the 
health and water quality of our local 
estuary protects this critically endan-
gered species of turtle. 

In celebration of 20 years of sea 
turtle monitoring, SCCF became a 
sponsor this summer for Kemp’s rid-
ley research being conducted by Mote 
Marine Laboratory and the Conser-
vancy of Southwest Florida. 

More than 400 Kemp’s ridley tur-
tle sightings or captures have been re-

corded in Charlotte Harbor and Pine 
Island Sound.  Sub-adult Kemp’s are 
the dominant sea turtle species in our 
back bay waters.

On September 21, a Kemp’s rid-
ley named RECON was fitted with 
a satellite transmitter by researchers 
Dr. Tony Tucker of Mote Marine and 
Jeffery Schmid of the Conservancy of 
Southwest Florida.  With SCCF staff 
in tow, RECON was released back 
into Pine Island Sound and daily 
transmissions of RECON’s where-
abouts were received... for about a 
month.  That’s science!

So on October 26, RECON2 
was released and at writing time has 
cruised out through Blind Pass and is 

By Dee Serage-Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

RECON2 was released as Hurricane 
Sandy was blowing by Florida, hence 
the bundled up Jeff Schmid from the 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida.

RECON2’s track on seaturtle.org as of 
November 12.  You can track the daily 
movements (see right).

 Everglades Coalition Conference
The 28th annual  Everglades Coalition Con-

ference will be held at the Biltmore Hotel in Cor-
al Gables from January 10-12, 2013.  Hosted by 
the Everglades Foundation the theme is America’s 
Everglades:  Our Legacy, Our Future.  More in-
formation including registration is available on-
line at:  www. evergladescoalition.org/conference.  
Discounted registration of $150 ($100 for one 
day) is available through December 7, 2012.  Af-
ter that registration is $190 or $110 for one day.   
We hope to see you there. 
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RECON2 -- Continued

Wines in the Wild a Great Evening!

Message inside:   

Enjoy a wonder-filled holiday!

10 cards & envelopes for $15.  
Available at the Native Plant Nursery.

SCCF Christmas Cards
Please keep our Gift Catalog in 

mind for your holiday shopping!  
Copies are at the Nature Center, 
Nursery and there’s a PDF of the cat-
alog on our web site.

SCCF Gift Catalog

Thanks to all who helped make our fifth annual 
Wines in the Wild on November 10 a delightful success.  
Over 175 wine lovers strolled the Nature Center board-
walks while sampling six wines chosen by event organizers 
Tom and Linda Uhler.

We deeply appreciate the support of our Present-
ing Sponsor, Bank of the Islands, and also our Host 
Committee:members Nancy and Pete Bender, Linda and 
Wayne Boyd, Tory and Bill Burch, Leone and George 
Graham, Anne Haslem and Edward Wheeler, Janie Howland, 
Mike Kelly, Deborah and John La Gorce, Ellen and Er-
ick Lindblad, Kay and John Morse, Roberta and Philip 
Puschel, Joyce and Don Rice, Nancy and Chip Roach, 
Robbie and Geoff Roepstorff, Lucy and Paul Roth, 
Donna and John Schubert, Nanelle Wehmann, and Mar-
tha and John Wolf.

Tasty tidbits were offered throughout the evening 
courtesy of Catering by Leslie Adams, and this year we 
had a strolling fiddler, Fred Mayer of Musical Elegance.

“Many, many thanks to Tom and Linda Uhler for once 
again pulling off a magnificent evening,” said Erick Lindblad.  
“Wines in the Wild gives us a wonderful chance to kick off 
the new season and welcome back our returning friends.”

Thanks are also due to all who donated to our raffle:  
Luc Century for a set of wine glasses; gift certificates for 
dinner at Il Cielo, Traders, the Normandie Restaurant at 
the West Wind Inn, Mucky Duck and, also, a gourmet 
dinner for four prepared by island caterer Leslie Adams;  

Gift baskets from:  the Coffee Bar at Bailey’s, Zebra 
Frozen Yogut, Doc Ford’s Rum Bar and Grille, Tarpon 
Bay Explorers, Creative Baskets, Dolce Tesoro featur-
ing Queenie’s Ice Cream and Simply Cupcakes, Holly 
Cakes; a set of Waterford crystal wine stoppers donated 
by Diane and Leroy Nietzel, a bottle of the 2002 vintage 
from the personal collection of Wines in the Wild orga-
nizer Tom Uhler in honor of the Marine Lab’s 10th an-
niversary; and from SCCF, a “Toast the Sunset” sunset 
excursion for four on Pine Island Sound with Dr. Eric 
Milbrandt and Kristie Anders.

Wines in the Wild organizers Linda and Tom Uhler, with 
Erick and Ellen Lindblad

just off the Sanibel beaches.  Did 
RECON2 leave the back bay be-
cause water temperature dropped?  
Maybe red tide chased Recon 2 
out of the back bay.  Did the water 
releases from Lake Okeechobee 
reduce salinity levels too much?  
Is Recon following the food…are 
the spider crabs moving?  

You can track the daily move-
ments of RECON2  on the SCCF 
website (SCCF.org).  Just click the 
RECON2 link in the Home Page 
green box on the right.  While 
you’re at the SCCF site check out 
the hourly water quality data from 
the RECON sensors, the name-
sake for RECON2. 
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
       
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   
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