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See Biodiversity Hotspots on Page 4

We Live in a Global Biodiversity Hotspot

In early March, Florida Gulf Coast University hosted 
the rock stars of biodiversity research at a conference en-
titled Conserving Biodiversity: Challenges for Florida in the 
Anthropocene.  The Plenary Speaker was Dr. Reed Noss, 
the Provost’s Distinguished Research Professor at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida and President of the Florida In-
stitute for Conservation Science.

We know we live in a special place but it really struck 
me when Professor Noss told the crowd that Southwest 
Florida was one of several global biodiversity hotspots.  
Biodiversity Hotspots highlight the ecological impor-
tance of a region but they also signal threats to the plant 
and animal life there.  

Dr. Noss, in conjunction with the Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund, studies and works to protect these high 
risk areas. According to Noss, to be recognized as a global 
biodiversity hotspot, a region must contain at least 1,500 
endemic plant species found nowhere else in the world 
and have experienced more than 70% habitat loss.  

Biodiversity is important for an ecosystem to func-
tion effectively.  Each small part that makes up the larger 
whole plays a vital and important role in keeping that 
system healthy. We rely on that healthy ecosystem for 
our very survival as it provides clean air and water, flood 
and climate control, and soil regeneration as well as food, 
medicines and raw materials.

Human population growth, increasing habitat de-
struction and the ability of scientists to better track the 
endemic (native) flora and fauna in an ecosystem, have 
increased the number of biodiversity hot spots that meet 
the criteria for protection.  A 2007 map (see Page 2) of 25 
hotspots identified the northwestern U.S. and southern 
Florida as hot spots but by 2016, the entire North Ameri-
can Coastal Plain, stretching from Texas and Florida to 
New England, was added as meeting the criteria for a 
biodiversity hot spot.  This is larger than most previously 
identified hot spots but smaller than the Mediterranean 
Basin or the Horn of Africa hot spots.

“We are suffering the highest rate of habitat loss be-

cause we have the highest rate of human population growth 
within the region” said Noss.  That loss of habitat may 
come as no surprise as we were reminded recently of our 
explosive population growth in a March 24, 2017 Fort My-
ers News-Press article that Lee County was the fifth fastest 
growing metro area in the U.S with a current population 
of 722,336.  The University of Florida predicts that our 
population will increase by 60% through 2040.

Biodiversity in the Gulf of Mexico was also featured 
recently at SCCF’s March Conservation Forum docu-
mentary film presentation The Deepwater Horizon, Dis-
patches from the Gulf.  The Gulf of Mexico has 15,419 
listed species but the jury is still out on the lasting effects 
the 2010 Deep Water Horizon oil spill had on many of 
those species.

The good news is that we enjoy the richness of the 
natural world in our own backyard and there is still 

By Holly Schwartz, Natural Resoure Policy

By 2016, the North American Coastal Plain, sretching from 
Texas and Florida to New England, was added as the 26th 
Biodiversity Hotspot.  South Florida was included on the 
2007 map (see 2007 map on Page 3). 
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Florida Constitutional Revision Commission 2017-2018
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Florida's Constitution provides for a review of the 
state constitution every twenty years by a thirty-seven 
member revision commission that can  propose changes 
for voter consideration.  The Commission is made up of 
citizens appointed by the Governor (15 appointments), 
Senate President and Speaker of the House (nine appoint-
ments each), Chief Justice of the Florida Supreme Court 
(three appointments), and one appointment by the Flor-
ida Attorney General.   

Florida's Constitutional Revision Commission panel 
has the power to put proposals directly on the 2018 mid-
term ballot to reform and update the state's constitution, 
and shape Florida's future. The state has done this twice: 
in 1978 — after the 1968 rewrite of the state Constitu-
tion — and 1998.

The committee meets for approximately one year, 
traveling the State of Florida, identifying issues, perform-
ing research, and possibly recommending changes to the 
Constitution. The last comprehensive review of Florida's 
Constitution occurred in 1997-1998.  At that time, Flor-
ida's population had grown by 63 percent since the previ-
ous commission convened in 1977-1978 and population 
projections were expected to exceed 17 million by the 
year 2010.   Florida's population today is over 20 million, 
making it the third  most populous state in the nation 
after California and Texas.  

The 1998 Commission proposed nine amendments 
out of 600 proposals that were reviewed.  Eight passed 
when only a simple majority of 50% was required.  Ap-
proval by 60% is required for any amendments coming 
forward from the current commission.  The 1998 pro-
posed amendments are listed below to give you an idea 
of the kinds of things the Commission will be looking at.

1998 Commission Proposed Amendments
Conservation of Natural Resources and Creation of 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission — 
Passed 72% — Requires adequate provision for con-
servation of natural resources; creates Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, granting it the regulatory 
and executive powers of the Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission and the Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion; removes the legislature’s exclusive authority to 
regulate marine life and grants certain powers to new 
commission; authorizes bonds to continue financing 
acquisition and improvement of lands for conserva-
tion, outdoor recreation, and related purposes; restricts 

disposition of state lands designated for conservation 
purposes.

Public Education of Children — Passed 71% — De-
clares the education of children to be a fundamental 
value of the people of Florida, established adequate 
provision for education as a paramount duty of the 
state; expands constitutional mandate requiring the 
state to make adequate provision for a uniform sys-
tem of free public schools by also requiring the state to 
make adequate provision for an efficient, safe, secure 
and high-quality system.

Restructuring the State Cabinet — Passed 56% — 
Merges cabinet offices of treasurer and comptroller 
into one chief financial officer; reduces cabinet mem-
bership to chief financial officer, attorney general and 
agriculture commissioner; secretary of state and edu-
cation commissioner eliminated from elected cabinet; 
secretary of state duties defined by law; changes com-
position of state board of education from governor and 
cabinet to board appointed by governor; board ap-
points education commissioner; defines state board of 
administration, trustees of internal improvement trust 
fund and land acquisition trust fund.

Basic Rights — Passed 66% — Defines “natural per-
sons,” who are equal before the law and who have in-
alienable rights, as “female and male alike;” provides 
that no person shall be deprived of any right because of 
national origin; changes “physical handicap” to “physi-
cal disability” as a reason that people are protected 
from being deprived of any right.

Local and Municipal Property Tax Exemptions and 
Citizen Access to Local Officials — Failed 49.8% — 
Broadens tax exemption for governmental uses of mu-
nicipal property; authorizes legislature to exempt certain 
municipal and special district property used for airport, 
seaport, or public purposes; permits local option tax 
exemption for property used for conservation purpos-
es; permits local option tangible personal property tax 
exemption for attachments to mobile homes and cer-
tain residential rental furnishings; removes limitations 
on citizens’ ability to communicate with local officials 
about matters which are the subject of public hearings.

Ballot Access, Public Campaign Financing and Elec-
tion Process Revisions — Passed 64% — Provides 
ballot access requirements for independent and minor 
party candidates cannot be greater than requirements 
for majority party candidates; allows all voters, regard-
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Our Success Depends on YOU!
Gretchen Valade, a very generous and longstanding supporter of SCCF’s conservation work, has is-
sued a Challenge Grant to fund our annual operations.  Any tax-deductible gifts you make to the An-
nual Fund Drive (AFD) now through June 30 will be matched Dollar for Dollar up to $150,000.  
Please help us meet our goal of $775,000!  Your gift will also qualify you as an SCCF Member in 
good standing for another year.  Please use the reply envelope sent recently or donate online at www.
sccf.org today!  

For more info, please call Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768, or Erick Lindblad at 239-472-2329.  

Please contact Cheryl with questions and instructions for gifts of stock and wire transfers.  Thank you!  

1998 Commission -- Continued from left

2016-17 
ANNUAL 

FUND DRIVE

$775K

TODAY

Read Florida’s Constitution:  
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?Mode=Constitution&Submenu=3&Tab=statutes

Link to the last Commission in 1997-1998:   
http://fall.fsulawrc.com/crc/const_conv.html

less of party, to vote in any party’s primary election if 
the winner will have no general election opposition; 
provides public financing of campaigns for statewide 
candidates who agree to campaign spending limits; 
permits candidates for governor to run in primary elec-
tions without lieutenant governor; makes school board 
elections nonpartisan; corrects voting age.

Firearms Purchases: Local Option for Criminal His-
tory Records Check and Waiting Period — Passed 
72% — Authorizes each county the option of requir-
ing a criminal history records check and waiting period 
of 3 to 5 days in connection with the “sale” of any 
firearm; defines “sale” as the transfer of money or other 
valuable consideration for a firearm where any part of 
the transaction occurs on property open to public ac-
cess; does not apply to holders of a concealed weapons 
permit when purchasing a firearm.

2017 -2018 Commission
Only one of the 37 appointees is from southwest Flori-

da, Erika Donalds from Collier County.  The first meeting of 
the “Floridians Speak, We Listen” tour as it has been dubbed 
this year, began on March 29 in Orlando without much 

public notification or fanfare.  Of the three meetings sched-
uled so far, none are in southwest Florida.  We will track the 
schedule to let you know as additional meetings are added.  
This is the first time in the state's history that the commis-
sion appointments were all made by Republicans. 

You can track the progress of the Commission, see 
who has been appointed and access their meeting sched-
ule at www.FLCRC.gov.  Meetings can be viewed on The 
Florida Channel as well at www.TheFloridaChannel.org

New SCCF Legislative Tracker
Policy staff developed a new feature to track legisla-

tive progress this year; SCCF s Legislative Tracker can be 
found by following the link on the home page to a weekly 
schedule of meetings of concern, committee votes, a list of 
bills SCCF is tracking, bill summaries and Action Alerts .

The progress of bills and the budget in the 60-day 
legislative session is ever-changing.  We hope this tool will 
help you track and keep up with what's happening and, 
of course, encourage you to engage through our alerts that 
are also listed at the end of each bill summary.  We'd love 
to hear your thoughts on this new feature.  Please email 
sccf@sccf.org with any comments.
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SCCF Presents Dispatches from the Gulf, Third in Series

Biodiversity Hotspots -- Continued from Page 1

Map issued in 2007 showing the then-identified 25 hot spots.

something left to save.  The critical challenge is to protect and conserve these habitats and their interconnectivity to 
prevent them from being marginalized or over-developed so they continue to support the quality of life that attracts 
so many people here in the first place. 

Development decisions that impact these precious resources are being made every day by local and state elected 
officials. Being informed, taking action by engaging in local land use decisions, speaking up and voting are the most 
important steps we can each take in doing our part to protect the future of these special places.

Holly Schwartz  is working with the policy department on a contract basis, helping to cover the legislative session and growth 
management issues.

SCCF presented “Dispatches from the Gulf,” a docu-
mentary about scientists tracking the impacts from the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill on March 23 at the Sani-
bel Community House, the third in a series of programs 
about water following the January “Everglades and Ca-
loosahatchee Update” in partnership with the Everglades 
Foundation, and the screening of “Black Tide” by director 
Stephen Johnson earlier in March.

Narrated by Matt Damon, the “Dispatches from the 
Gulf” investigated the environmental health of the Gulf 
of Mexico six years after the Deepwater Horizon blowout 
in April 2010. That is when the world’s ninth largest body 
of water became a place where thousands of communities 
and millions of citizens were put in jeopardy by a single 
incident – the biggest oil spill in U.S. history.  

Mayor Robert Craft of Gulf Shores, AL is quoted 
in the documentary, “If ever a light bulb went off in all 
of our minds, it was that our economy is totally depen-
dent on a clean, safe, usable environment.  That is still 

Moderator Dr. Eric Milbrandt, SCCF Marine Lab Direc-
tor; Dr. Michael Parsons, Professor, FGCU; and Dr. Marie 
DeLorenzo, NOAA Research Toxicologist based in Charles-
ton, SC answering questions about the scientific research into 
the impacts of the Deepwater Horizon spill.

Continued right...



Page 5

our biggest concern.”  
The Deepwater Horizon spewed 200 million gallons 

into the Gulf; the Exxon Valdez spilled 11 million.  There 
are now 4,000 oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico, with 25,000 
miles of pipeline and an additional 22,000 miles of natu-
ral oil seeps.

Estimates are that 25% of the oil from the spill 
burned; 23% washed into shoreline marshes and beach-
es; and 52% either evaporated into the air or was dis-
persed.  The Deepwater Horizon spill was the first time 
that dispersants were used on such a large scale and used 
at depth.  One positive discovery was that the sun and 
microorganisms break down oil molecules more quickly 
than expected.  

A total of 7 million liters of Corexit 9500 was dis-
persed into the Gulf over 84 days.  “Dispatches” noted 
that it did help to break up the surface oil and prevent 
a massive washup of oil onto beaches and fragile Gulf 
marshes.  However, the long-term effects of that much oil 
mixed with dispersant is still unknown; the assumption 
is that a lot of it ended up on the seafloor, with mostly 
unmeasured impacts.  

Among the findings in “Dispatches:”  One scientist 
who has long been studying the seafloor community 
around the natural oil seeps found that all the filter feeders 
were gone; a now-dead 500-year-old sea fan was covered 
in brown slime; she studied the barnacles on the seafan 
and found their guts filled with oily residue.  Red snapper 
populations initially decreased after the spill; when they 
rebounded the fish were smaller and weighed less.  Mahi-

mahi have lost some of their endurance as measured in a 
swim tunnel, a “treadmill for fish,” and mahi-mahi  em-
bryos now have compromised cardiac capacity.

SCCF Marine Lab Director, Dr. Eric Milbrandt, 
opened the evening and, following the screening, intro-
duced panelists Dr. Michael Parsons, Professor, Florida 
Gulf Coast University; and Dr. Marie DeLorenzo, Re-
search Toxicologist, NOAA, Charleston, SC.  

Parsons spoke about his work off the Louisiana shore-
line studying phytoplankton, microorganisms that live 
near the water surface, can photosynthesize and provide 
the base of the food chain; he also studied the impacts 
on the salt marsh communities that are the base of the 
food chain.  Both of these communities have adapted to 
chronic exposure to oil in the area because there are so 
many wells off the Louisiana coast.  

One fear of scientists at the outset was that the Gulf 
would react to the negative conditions the way the Black 
Sea has reacted to decades of pollution:  an explosion in 
the jellyfish population.  That has not happened in the 
Gulf of Mexico.  However, 85% of the base of the food 
web was lost for the four months following the Deepwater 
Horizon explosion.  Parsons’ research found, in general, 
that the oil itself was not too toxic for phytoplanktons but 
the addition of dispersants greatly increased the toxicity.  

As part of his seagrass studies, he compared samples 
of the seagrass Ruppia maritima from Louisiana with 
samples from Estero Bay, exposing them to combinations 
of oil and dispersant.  The Ruppia from Louisiana was 
impacted; the Florida Ruppia had no obvious impacts, 
which might have been due to weakening of the Louisi-
ana seagrasses due to long-term exposure to oil.

Dr. Marie DeLorenzo spoke specifically about the 
dispersants used, comparing Corexit 9500, the dispersant 
used in the Gulf, with another dispersant, Finasol.  The 
NOAA agency DeLorenzo works for provides the scien-
tific research about the impacts of different courses of ac-
tion at a spill site but the spill responders (Coast Guard, 
NOAA, EPA) actually decide the course of action.  Co-
rexit was used for the Deepwater Horizon because it had 
been stockpiled by BP and was readily available.  DeLo-
renzo’s research showed that Finasol (a product made in 
France) is about three to five times more toxic than Co-
rexit (made in the U.S.) and that the combination of oil 
and dispersant was more toxic than just oil.

Southwest Florida escaped the impact of the spill be-
cause the Florida Shelf extends into the Gulf about 100 

Continued on Page 11

Dispatches from the Gulf -- Continued from left

Michael Parsons, FGCU Professor, with map showing the ex-
tent of the BP spill at the “Dispatches from the Gulf ” screen-
ing on March 23.



Celebrating our Volunteers!Celebrating our Volunteers!

service awardsservice awards

Volunteer Awards for 2015-2016   
Nature Center, Weeds & Seeds, Trail Blazers, Tennis 
Tournament & Butterfly House
•	 Nancy Lagan-15 yrs-Nature Center
•	 Joan Sperry-10 yrs-Nature Center
•	 Maree Elowson-5 yrs-Nature Center
•	 Fran Cameron-10,000 hrs-Nature Center
•	 Martha Siders-2,000 hrs-Nature Center
•	 Janice Manley-500 hrs-Nature Center
•	 Warren Schwab-15 yrs-Tennis Tournament

•	 Mollie Downing-15 yrs-Trail Guides   
Wildlife & Habitat Management
•	 Kyle Sweet   
Sea Turtles & Shorebirds
•	 David and Chandra Liebetrau-15 yrs-Sea turtles
•	 Janet and Walt Lewis-15 yrs-Sea turtles
•	 Carol Zell-10 yrs-Sea turtles & Events
•	 Sally Ennis-5 yrs-Shorebirds
•	 Barb Guidotti-5 yrs-Sea turtles
•	 Barb Haiku-5 yrs-Sea turtles

•	 France Paulsen-5 yrs-Shorebirds & Sea turtles
•	 Donna Aldrich- 500 hrs-Sea turtles & Nature 

Center
•	 Nancy Riley-500 hrs-Sea turtles
•	 Kerry Salatino-500 hrs-Sea turtles   
Captiva Cruises
•	 Jaye Boswell-10 yrs   
Marine Lab
•	 Claude Crawford-5 yrs

Ser
vice

 

AwArd
S

Hammerheads
•	 Sandy Montclare-2,000 hrs
•	 Jim Brent-1,000 hrs
•	 Tom Price-5 yrs and 1,000 hrs   
Board
•	 Ron Gibson-20 yrs
•	 Robin Krivanek-15 yrs
•	 Paul Roth-10 yrs
•	 Richard Shipley-5 yrs
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Butterfly House

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.  

Walking trails & oBservation toWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a bird’s 
eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.      

Wildlife exHiBits

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there is an interactive exhibit about water quality and SCCF’s RECON sen-
sors.  There are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look at Indie the endangered Indigo 
snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, 
Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle.

On Your Own at the Nature Center

You can keep up with all of SCCF's stories and news by signing up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org

Welcome New Habitat Management Interns

Alfredo Gonzalez
Alfredo Gonzalez was raised in South Florida and received his B.S. in Environ-

mental Studies at the Florida State University, with minors in Biology and Geog-
raphy. 

During his 
time at FSU, he 
worked as an Ani-
mal Care Intern at 
the South Florida 
Wildlife Center, 
where he helped care for injured and orphaned wildlife. 
He also worked as a student researcher at Boise State Uni-
versity in Idaho through the Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates (REU) program. Through help from the 
Raptor Biology program at BSU and funding from the 
National Science Foundation, Alfredo used radio telem-
etry to track and study the post-fledging behavior of West-
ern Screech-Owls and presented his research at the 2016 
Raptor Research Foundation Conference. Alfredo has also 

volunteered at Zoo Miami and at St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge.

Rachel Fisher
Rachel, from Rochester, Minnesota, is SCCF's new Biology Intern. She has 

always enjoyed spending time outside, from hiking to diving, so an education 
and career path working with the environment came naturally. 

Recently, she graduated from Creighton University, receiving a BS with 
double majors in biology and Spanish. Her internship and work experience 
has taken her to New Mexico and Wyoming, working with water quality, fish 
hatcheries, and invasive species control.  Most recently, she was researching sea 
turtles and sustainable fisheries on the Pacific coast of Costa Rica. Her future 
career goals include working with aquatic animals and marine habitat conser-
vation, so this internship will greatly aid with that goal.
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Bailey HoMestead preserve — Making tHe land Work
Join SCCF’s Kristie Anders or Dee Century for a walking history tour of one of the newest SCCF preserves. The 
walk will focus on reclaiming the land for wildlife and how the land has been used through time. For half a century 
the land was worked as a farm. It also served as home for several generations of the Bailey family.   Tour includes a 
look at the newly planted gardens at the Native Landscapes and Garden Center plus entrance to the Bailey family 
home which is open by tour only.  Wednesdays, May 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 at 8:30 a.m.  Meet at the Gateway kiosk on 
the Shipley Trail (near the entrance to the Bailey Homestead Preserve).

Bailey Homestead Preserve — Making the Land Work

Bailey HoMestead:  Making tHe land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic 
property, the history of the land itself and some stories 
about the Bailey family, which farmed the land for three 
generations.  Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  
1300 Periwinkle Way, meet at the Conservation Gateway 
Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, near the entrance.  
Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 for more information.  Free 
to members and children.  $5 for non-members.  
  

CaloosaHatCHee oxBoW & riverlore Cruise
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the up-
river Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by Rae 
Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock 
& Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations and 
payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is limited, call 472-
2329.  Last cruise of the season is on May 14 (Mother’s Day).
  

Captiva Cruises
SCCF has a partnership with Captiva Cruises that offers a 
variety of waterborne experiences: The Dolphin & Wild-
life Adventure Cruise narrated by SCCF Docents (4:00-
5:30 daily), Cayo Costa State Park Beach & Shelling 
Cruise, Lunch Cruises to Cabbage Key, Useppa Island, 
Tarpon Lodge on Pine Island with the Calusa Indian 
Mound Trail, Boca Grande on Gasparilla Island and Sun-
set Cruises.  Call Captiva Cruises for reservations and ad-
ditional information. 472-5300.  www.captivacruises.com.
  

garden Walk at tHe HoMestead
Take a guided walk through the the native plant, wildflower, 
kitchen and tea gardens at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.  
Learn about the uses of the plants by humans, butterflies, 
birds and pollinators. You will end your wak with a sip of 
tea from the gardens infused with sea grape honey from the 
island.  Meet for the walk on the deck at the Native Land-
scapes and Garden Center.  Thursday, May 4 and 25 at 10 
a.m.  Meet on the deck at the Native Landscapes & Garden 
Center.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.
  

HurriCanes!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted the 
coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, rushed 
through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of Pine Island 
on Friday, 8/13/2004.  Following the warm water of Char-
lotte Harbor, it made landfall again over Punta Gorda.  Wild-
life, vegetation and human existence on these islands have 

always been shaped by tropical storms.  Each season, hun-
dreds of supercomputers spew out spaghetti models, which 
have saved countless lives, but according to local emergency 
managers, the projected cone can be wrong about 40% of 
the time.  Monday, May 1 at 10 a.m.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.
  

sCCf@50:  Helping to save paradise
The preservation of the islands has been the result of pre-
scient efforts by many. We stand on the shoulders of conser-
vation giants. The talk features SCCF’s 50 years and includes 
many of the key steps islanders taken over the past century; 
creation of the Refuge; formation of the City of Sanibel; and 
what lies ahead with most pressing issues for the future of 
these emeralds in the sea.  Monday, May 15 at 10 a.m.  Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free. 
  

sHoreBirds of saniBel & Captiva
Join SCCF biologists to learn about the shorebird species 
that nest on our beaches, including snowy plovers, least 
terns and wilson’s plovers.  SCCF has been monitoring 
beach nesting birds on Sanibel since 2002.  Learn how you 
can safely share the beach and help us protect our feathered 
friends.  Thursday, May 4 and 18 at 2 p.m.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.
  

tides, Currents & florida sHelf
Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This 
is an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, 
the moon orbits and the winds blow. Monday, May 22 at 
10 a.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost 
is $5 per adult, with members and children free.
  

turtle traCks
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, May 4 and 25 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

SCCF May 2017  Program Schedule
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Ear piercing is a fair description of the call of the Chuck-will's-wid-
ow. I would hope not to be the one trying to sleep by an open window 
in the spring when the birds seem to be their noisiest. One ornithologist 
recorded a bird that repeated the four syllables — non-stop — 834 times.  
It can sound like a children screaming or an injured rabbit. 

An SCCF intern decades ago woke to the cry and thought it was a 
fire alarm. Dutifully evacuating everyone from the building, the all clear 
was given when one groggy staff member explained the odd sounding 
bird's call. Admittedly the bird is loud.

The bird sleeps in low branches and nests on the ground, flying 
through open areas at night with 
its mouth wide open to catch fly-
ing insects Think of Chuck-will’s-
widow like a baleen whale with 
mouth wide open and whiskers 
that help funnel insects into its 
mouth.

The bird migrates further 
south in the winter, but by April 
they are back.

Chuck-Will's Widows are just one of the birds that returns to the islands in 
the summer. Unlike the winter season migrants, summer residents like Black-
necked Stilts, Gray Kingbirds, Mangrove Cuckoos, Great Crested Flycatchers 
and Swallow Tail Kites enjoy the bountiful food that summer brings.

Chuck-will’s-widow:  Night Noises
By Kristie Anders, Education Director

Black-necked stilt (left) and Chuck will’s wid-
ow (above).  Photos from National Audubon.

Earlier in March, the documentary “Black Tide” about the water issues 
facing Southwest Florida was screened by SCCF.  Director Steve Johnson 
spoke after the screening at the SCCF Bailey Homestead Preserve.

miles.  The Florida Shelf ecosystem is dis-
tinct from that of the larger Gulf.  DeLorenzo 
also noted that every oil spill is different:  the 
chemical components of the oil itself are dif-
ferent in addition to the differences in weather, 
location, depth, and the cause of the accident.

Future oil drilling in the Gulf will be 
mostly deep sea or subsurface wells, some 
as deep as two miles, and scientists really 
don’t know what’s living in the Gulf at those 
depths, which are largely unexplored. New 
sources of funding resulting from the oil 
spill are helping scientists around the Gulf 
and its diverse inhabitants.

In the end, policy makers are going to have 
to find the balance between the need to find 
new sources of energy vs. what nature can safe-
ly provide.  “Dispatches from the Gulf” is part 
of the series “Journey to Planet Earth.”

Dispatches from the Gulf -- Continued from Page 5
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House  
•  Education Center 

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Gwenda Hiett-Clements - President
John Morse - Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Alex Horn 
Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 

Karen Nelson
Dee Serage

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2017
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Sandy Gross

Thomas A. Rathbone 
Paul Roth
Richard Shipley

Kristie Anders
Rick Bartleson
Jenny Evans

Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

Sign up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org

May 2017 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957


	May2017web.pdf
	MayCenterSpread-web
	May2017web.pdf

