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Marine Laboratory:  Red Tide Toxin Analysis

About Red Tide and Lake O

SCCF MeMber Update

JanUary 2013

SCCF’s Marine Lab scientists were asked by CROW 
to analyze blood samples from sick birds and sea turtles 
to see if their illness was caused by red tide or something 
else.  The Lab recently acquired new ELISA analysis 
equipment that allows scientists to determine if red tide 
toxin is present in a sample; formerly, samples had to be 
sent up to a lab in St. Petersburg.

Dr. Barron of CROW asked the Marine Lab to ana-
lyze blood samples to determine whether they had breve-
toxicosis (caused by the brevetoxin produced by the red 
tide organism).  If the birds’ illness was caused by some-
thing contagious like Newcastle disease, CROW could 
not release the birds.  All of the samples except one were 
positive for brevetoxin.

(Top left and top right:) Research Scientist Rick Bartleson preparing samples for ELISA analysis of the red tide toxin, brevetoxin.  
(Above left:)  ELISA computer screen shot showing the tray as the computer reads it.  The samples from CROW’s birds are in 
03A-H through 06A-H; the first two rows (01A-H and 02A-H, which are colored darker greenish) are standards. (Above right:) 
Part of the screen showing the analysis and the concentration of brevetoxin (only 03A-H and 04A-G is shown here).

Our estuary has a high nutrient loading rate, especial-
ly when large amounts of water are being released from 
Lake Okeechobee. A high nutrient supply rate is needed 
to feed large, dense algal blooms.  The water in the River 
has been very colored this wet season (caused by high lev-
els of organic matter from Lake O and watershed runoff ) 
and the salinities have also been very low because of high 
freshwater releases.  Both the amount of light available 

underwater (diminished by dark colored water) and low 
salinities  have affected the growth of seagrasses as well as 
algae, phytoplankton and benthic plants.

With distance into the Bay and the Gulf, light levels 
increase enough to support plant life including phyto-
plankton. At the edge of the freshwater plume this year, 

By the Marine Lab Staff

See Lab Red Tide on Page 3

Rows 01 - 02
  are standards

Rows 03 - 06 
  are samples from 
 CROW’s birds
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By Chris Lechowicz, Wildlife Habitat Management Director
Air potato (Dioscorea bulbifera) is an Asian vine that 

has spread across south Florida, including Sanibel. This 
non-native, exotic pest plant is listed on the Florida Nox-
ious Weed List because it infiltrates and displaces native 
vegetation (up to 70 ft. in the air). In many cases, it com-
pletely covers the plant or tree that it is growing on. The 
leaves are heart shaped and very large (eight-plus inches). 
It is called air potato because of the potato-like bubils that 
hang from the vines and eventually fall to the ground. 
These non-edible “potatoes” can range from marble size 
to that of a volleyball.

This exotic plant has been a problem for island biolo-
gists for over 10 years on Sanibel. The usual protocol for 
attempting to control this plant is to cut the main stem of 
the vine, allowing the top to die, and then following that 
stem to the ground where the tuber (underground bubil) 
can be dug up and discarded. A common practice is to 
pick up the bubils, along the ground, during the winter 
when there is little growth. Each one of those bubils can 
start a new plant. In fact, a bubil will start to sprout roots 
when left on solid surfaces such as a counter or in a gar-
bage can. Spraying this vine with herbicide simply kills 
the vine above the ground. The underground bubil then 
begins growing a new vine in its place.

The USDA-ARS Intensive Plant Research Lab has 
found a biological control insect that will help to con-
trol this invasive plant.  The air potato leaf beetle (Lilio-
ceris cheni) defoliates young air potato leaves. This results 
in deterred growth of the air potato plant or fatality.  The 
removal of this plant from the landscape will help native 
plants by adding more habitat (space) and less competition. 

This beetle has been in quarantine for two years to 
make sure it will not consume any native plants when 
released. The use of this new weapon has been discussed 
and accepted by the City of Sanibel, the J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge and SCCF.  

    Visiting scientists and staff (from SCCF, the Refuge 
and the City) have found suitable locations on Sanibel 

Air potato vine and bulbils

to release these insects.  A few of the release locations are 
on SCCF lands where air potato has not been able to be 
eliminated. Scientists from USDA-ARS will be monitor-
ing the effects on air potato stands after the release. These 
biological control agents are scheduled to be released in 
Spring 2013.
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End of Year Giving
If you are making tax-deductible contributions before the end of this tax year, please consider supporting 

SCCF's Annual Fund Drive. A reply envelope for making a gift was enclosed in the annual report members received 
last month. Please call Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 if you want a new reply envelope or additional information 
about the Annual Fund Drive, including how to make a stock donation. 

Thank you in advance for considering this request!

dense blooms of diatoms and dinoflagellates such as Kar-
enia brevis (Florida red tide) occurred where both light 
and nutrient levels were optimal for their growth. Karenia 
densities of 20-150 million cells/liter were recorded along 
the beaches of Sanibel and in Pine Island Sound during 
the period of high flows.

The Marine Lab’s new ELISA analysis equipment, in 
addition to being able to help CROW, will also be ex-
tremely helpful in providing real-time information about 
the presence of red tide toxins for the City of Sanibel 

when there is a bloom off the islands.

Red tide sampling
Two people responded to the request in the last Mem-

ber Update for volunteers to sample during Red Tide 
events:  Dr. John Raffensperger and Ph.D. candidate Jac-
qui Nielsen.  Including the Lab’s Mark Thompson, we 
will now be able to collect samples from three Sanibel 
locations:  near Bowman’s Beach, the beach near Donax 
Road and on Tarpon Bay Beach.   Thank you!

Lab Red Tide Analysis-- Continued from Page 1

Above Left:  The Marine Lab documented very high concentrations (>20 million cells/L) of Karenia sp. on 10/20 at Donax 
Beach and on 11/5  west of Tarpon Bay Road Beach (dark water above) after high freshwater releases. High concentrations 
of diatoms were also documented at other locations.  Above right:  A USF MODIS image from October 10-12, 2012, after 
S79 releases peaked at 8000 cfs on 10-8. The injection of high nutrient water into the Sound and Gulf fueled growth of 
phytoplankton shown by warm colors with red denoting the highest densities.

Congratulations to Bank of the Islands! 
Since 2002, the bank has given $50,000 to is-
land non-profits through their We Love Our 
Islands program.  

SCCF is honored to be among the 29 
recipient organizations to have benefited 
from Bank of the Islands’ extraordinary gen-
erosity.
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No Child Left on Shore

Smalltooth Sawfish: Another Endangered Species in Local Waters

For several years, SCCF has been partnering with 
Captiva Cruises on a “No Child Left Onshore” initiative, 
and in November, Captiva Cruises hosted 40 students 
from The Immokalee Foundation for a day out on the 
water.  As Captiva Cruises owner Paul McCarthy notes, 
“Captiva Cruises is proud of its over-25 year partnership 
with the Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation.  We 
have collaborated on many environmental education 
programs, but this “No Child Left Onshore” initiative is 
perhaps the most compelling in that it enables us to intro-
duce the wonders of our marine ecosystem to youngsters, 
who would not otherwise enjoy this experience.”

On Saturday, November 3, 40 students active in The 
Immokalee Foundation were treated to a day out on the 
water, exploring Cayo Costa State Park and learning about 
our Back Bay Estuary through hands on experiential educa-
tion.  Many of these kids have never been to the beach and 
their excitement and joy was quite evident as they had fun 
in the water, collected shells and observed the dolphins and 
other wildlife on the water.  The Immokalee Foundation, 
founded in 1991 by philanthropist Parker Collier, strives to 
improve the future of Immokalee’s children.

There is a real need to provide the younger generation 

of Southwest Florida with an opportunity to experience first 
hand the invaluable resources of the Caloosahatchee water-
shed and estuarine environment.  Cuts in public funding 
for school environmental education field trips have drasti-
cally reduced the number of students who can experience 
for themselves the importance of our coastal resources.  

If you are interested in sponsoring a group for a "No 
Child Left On Shore" field trip contact Kristie Anders 
at SCCF.

By Richard Finkel

A Environmental Education Outreach Initiative of SCCF and Captiva Cruises.

By Dee Serage-Century, Living with Wildlife Educator
In addition to the endangered Kemp’s ridley sea turtle, 

the first federally endangered marine fish, the Smalltooth 
Sawfish, is also found in local waters.  Pristis pectinata’s hab-
itat is shallow coastal waters, mangrove edges and sea grass 
beds, with a range reduced now to Southwest Florida.

There is a newspaper clipping in the SCCF Nature 
Center of an 18-foot sawfish that was caught during one 
of Teddy Roosevelt’s fishing trips to Captiva around 1915.  
The Smalltooth Sawfish range at that time was from Texas 
to New York, a decline as of 2009 of 95%.  Sawfish are 
extremely vulnerable to overfishing and entanglement in 
marine debris and nets.   

The SCCF Marine Lab staff spotted the first docu-
mented sawfish in Tarpon Bay this summer around the 
boat docks.  A team of Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission (FWC) researchers from Port Char-
lotte were called in to catch and tag it as part of an on-
going study to determine preferred sawfish habitat.  But 
the three-foot-long Tarpon Bay sawfish was nowhere to 
be seen that day.

If you want to see a sawfish in action, a YouTube 
search will bring up numerous video clips from local fish-
erman who have caught sawfish while fishing for other 
species.  There is a City of Sanibel employee that has a 
hard time believing the Smalltooth Sawfish is endangered 
because he has hooked a few around the causeway.  It is 
illegal to hook or net one.  If one is caught keep it in the 
water at all times and be careful of the saw (rostrum) dur-
ing release which can cause serious injury.

To learn more about this relative of sharks, skates, and 
rays, Gregg Poulakis a primary sawfish researcher with FWC 
will present “Smalltooth Sawfish: Past, Present, and Future” 
at 10 a.m. on Friday, January 25 in the Nature Center.

Students active in the Immokalee Foundation on their way to 
Cayo Costa with Captiva Cruises.

This sawfish was photographed off the Sanibel Causeway
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Natural Resource Policy:  Preparing for the 2013 Legislative Session
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
Sanibel Taking the Lead on Fertilizer Education

Since 2007 SCCF, the City of Sanibel, Lee County 
and other water quality advocates have been fighting a 
battle at the legislative level over fertilizer.  Why?  Because 
fertilizers are predominantly composed of nitrogen and 
phosphorus — the two elements that, in excess, cause wa-
ter pollution and harmful algal blooms in our local waters.  

So local governments in our six-county area endorsed 
an effort spearheaded by Sanibel Vice Mayor Mick Denham 
to pass local ordinances that address ways to use fertilizer 
sustainably and eliminate poor practices that result in dam-
age to lakes, rivers and estuaries.  After all, the state requires 
local governments to pay for cleaning up water considered 
impaired and prevention is always cheaper than restora-
tion.  So, like any good idea, the effort for local communi-
ties to take action has blossomed beyond our six counties so 
that today, 17 counties in Florida and 55 cities have passed 
ordinances that address sustainable fertilizer use.  

Those local ordinances have become the target for 
legislators the past several years and we expect the battle 
to continue this coming year.  Pressure by out-of-state fer-
tilizer companies has fueled the conflict, perhaps in part 
because of competition:  there are Florida-friendly blends 
that meet the requirements of these ordinances.  

Preparing for the conflict again this year the City has 
established a network to share educational efforts and leg-
islative actions so the public can quickly respond to bills 
through calls, emails and letters.  Let’s help put this issue 
to rest this year!   The session begins March 5 and ends 
May 3, 2013. 

Lee County’s Annual Legislative Delegation Meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, January 29, 2013, from 9 a.m. - 
5 p.m., at Edison State College.  This day-long event is 

when government, business and nonprofits make their 
funding requests to our local delegation before the start 
of session.  

Everglades Foundation Funds SCCF Policy Work
This month we were pleased to learn that the Ever-

glades Foundation has once again awarded SCCF a grant 
for our policy work on greater Everglades issues.  We 
are grateful for their continued support and partnership 
in tackling the diverse challenges in accomplishing the 
world’s largest ecosystem restoration.  

Everglades Coalition Conference 2013
The Everglades Foundation is the host of the upcom-

ing 28th Annual Everglades Coalition Conference that 
will be held at the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables from 
January 10-12, 2013.  

In recent years there have been a number of advance-
ments on the Federal side of the restoration project, in-
cluding the bridging of a one-mile section of Tamiami 
Trail (U.S. 41) through the Everglades and approval of 
a plan for an additional 5.5 miles of bridging to remove 
obstructions to flow.  These projects, together with the 
expedited Central Everglades Planning Process (CEPP), 
are moving us forward toward de-compartmentalization 
of the highly engineered and partitioned system.  These 
steps are necessary to restore the historic flow of water to 
the Everglades.

The conference details and registration are online at 
www.evergladescoalition.org.  One-day registrations are 
also available and field trips will be incorporated into Fri-
day’s schedule this year.  So plan to join us and learn more 
about the progress of America’s Everglades.

During the month of January, you can stop by the Sanibel Fish House, 
sign a fish for $1 or more and 100% of your donation goes to SCCF.   

The Sanibel Fish House is located at 1523 Periwinkle Way.  
Open 7 days a week, 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.  

Fresh Local Fish!  Daily Happy Hour 3-6.
Phone 239-472-7770

www.thefishhouserestaurants.com   
Thanks for your support!

Apologies to J. Stanley and Patricia Rogers, members and supporters since 2006, 
who were inadvertently left out of the Annual Report listing.
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The Alien invAsion

Over 500 fish and wildlife species, 1,180 plant species and 
who knows how many insects that are not native now live 
and multiply in Florida, after being introduced by humans.  
Some like the pythons in the Everglades are having devas-
tating effects.  Come and learn about Sanibel’s “Alien In-
vasion.”  Wednesday, January 23 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center. Cost is $5 with members and children free.

Birding AT The Preserves

Join experienced birders on outings on the 2nd and 4th 
Mondays of the month to two island preserves:  The Mar-

iposa Trail on City-Owned 
land and Sanibel Gardens 
Preserves, jointy owned and 
managed by the Sanibel-Cap-
tiva Conservation Founda-
tion and the City of Sanibel.  
Both new and experienced 
birders will enjoy a variety of 
birds in a diversity of wildlife 
habitats.  Botany enthusiasts 
are also welcome to help iden-
tify plants along the trails.  All 
walks begin at 8 a.m. but the 
locations do vary.  Walks are 

free for members and non-members.  Please call 472-
2329 for more information. 
January 14 — Mariposa Trail is on conserved lands owned 

by the City of Sanibel, located behind the Sanibel Com-
munity Center and abutting SCCF’s Frannie’s Preserve.  
Meet in the Sanibel Community House parking lot ad-
jacent to the playground.

January 28 — For Sanibel Gardens, enter Island Inn  
Road from Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of 
the road near the trailhead or enter Island Inn Road 
from West Gulf Drive, park near road barrier and short 
walk to trailhead. 

  
BoBcAT TAles

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Han-
sen describes Lynx rufus.  While other 
wild feline species are in trouble, bob-
cats seem to be flourishing through 
most of their North American range 
and this adaptable feline’s ability to 
survive close to humans is one of the 
reasons for the bobcat’s success.  Rats 
and mice can make up to 40% of the 
bobcat’s diet.  Wednesdays, January 2 
and 30, at 10 a.m. in the SCCF audi-

torium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members 

and children attending for free.   

 cAloosAhATchee oxBow & riverlore cruises

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee, following the river back to a time 
when a waterfall served as the headwaters of the Caloosa-
hatchee.  Guided by Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour ad-
venture departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock & 
Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations and 
payment required.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  For 
reservations, call 472-2329.  Cruises are offered the follow-
ing Sundays:in 2013: January 27, February 10, March 10, 
April 21 and on Mothers Day, Sunday, May 12.

The ciTy ThAT AlmosT wAsn’T And The sAniBel PlAn  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan 
based on the island’s natural 
systems.  This program is the 
story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future 
through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the 
Sanibel Vision Statement and 
the Sanibel Plan.  It was no ac-
cident that this work yielded the pres-
ervation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources 
we all enjoy today. Wednesday, January 16 at 2 p.m.  Cost of the 
program is $5 per adult, with members and children attending 
for free.
   

coyoTe And BeAr TAles

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island in the past year; the black bear was recently relocat-

ed to northern Florida.  Come 
and learn about the behaviors 
of these two new species.  Coy-
otes have now moved into every 
county in Florida.  Both human 
and bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty percent of 
a bear’s diet comes from insects 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF January 2013 Program Schedule
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SCCF January 2013 Program Schedule
and fruits.  Wednesday, January 9 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF 
auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members 
and children attending for free.

cuBAn Fishing Tour wiTh dr. John worTh

Dr. John Worth, currently an Associate Professor in An-
throlpology at the University of West Florida and formerly 
the Assistant Director of the Randell Research Center at 
Pineland, will be talking about the Cuban fishing history 
in Pine Island Sound on an SCCF tour offered through 
Captiva Cruises.  Dr. Worth has studied the Spanish Flor-
ida period extensively, researching historical documents  
in both Spain and Cuba.  Friday, February 8, departing 
from McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva.  Check-in is 12:30 
p.m. for 1 p.m. departure; return at 3:30.  Dress comfortably 
for the weather. The fee is $45 per person plus $5 per car for 
parking.  Reservations required:  please call Captiva Cruises 
at 472-5300. Space is limited.
Dr. Worth will also be speaking at Koreshan State Park on 
Saturday, February 9 as part of the Conquistadors and the 
Calusa program, a Viva Florida 500 event commemorat-
ing the 500th anniversary of Ponce de Leon’s discovery 
of Florida in 1513.  The program, from 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
with reception to follow, is sponsored by the Lee Trust 
for Historic Preservation in partnership with the Florida 
Humanities Council.  For info, please visit www.leetrust.
org or call Theresa Schober at (239)851-9040.

dolPhin And wildliFe AdvenTure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

The endAngered smAllTooTh sAwFish

The smalltooth sawfish (Pristis pectinata) is an endangered 
species that is found in Southwest Florida. In fact, it was 
the first endangered marine fish in the United States. De-
tailed studies on the species were never conducted prior 
to the population collapse, so researchers with Florida’s 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) — 
including speaker Greg Poulakis — have been working in 
the Charlotte Harbor estuary for over a decade conduct-
ing research on the remaining population. Are sawfish 
found throughout Florida? How do sawfish use Southwest 
Florida as a nursery? When are sawfish born? How long 
do sawfish remain in the nurseries? How fast do sawfish 
grow? How do hurricanes affect sawfish? Come hear the 
answers to these questions and more in The Endangered 
Smalltooth Sawfish: Past, Present and Future.  Friday, Janu-
ary 25 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.

endAngered sPecies TAles 
Florida has 133 animal species and 565 plants listed as 

threatened or endangered.  Come and learn about local 
listed species like the Smalltooth Sawfish, Kemp’s ridley 
sea turtle, the Eastern Indigo snake, and a group of rare 
plants found by Calusa Indian mounds.  Tuesdays, January 
15 and 29 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost 
is $5 per adult, with members and children free.
 

gATor & crocodile TAles

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, January 16 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.

  hurricAnes!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted 
the coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, 
rushed through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of 
Pine Island on Autust 13, 2004. It followed the warm 
water of Charlotte Harbor and made landfall again over 
Punta Gorda.  Storms in 1873, 1910, 1945, and others 
rearranged sand and with each swipe, they re-sculpted the 
islands and shaped wildlife, vegetation and human exis-
tence here.   Spaghetti models provide some of the world’s 
best computer simulations analyzing a storm’s behavior.  
Our growth in technology has improved communication to 
people who live in the storm’s path, but nothing is powerful 
enough to alter a hurricane’s course.  Wednesday, January 23 
at 2 p.m.  $5 for non-members; members and children 17 and 
under are free.  

Continued on Page 9

On August 13, 2004, Hurricane Charley opened a new 
pass in North Captiva (which has since closed again).
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oTTer TAles

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 

2004’s Hurricane Charley.  
Come and learn about this 
large, aquatically adapted 
member of the weasel fam-
ily.  river otters are strong and 
graceful swimmers that cap-
ture the hears of all who see 
them.  Otter sightings have 
increased recently on SCCF 
trails.  Thursday, January 3 at 

10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members 
and children attending for free.

owl TAles

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but 
uses one built by an osprey, hawk, 
or eagle.  The Screech and Barn 
Owls nest in tree cavities made by 
woodpeckers or nest boxes.  Will 
the Barn Owls use the nest box on 
the side of the Nature Center this 
year?  Island Screech owls are in the 
courting phase with males guard-
ing territory and calling to females.  
Thursday, January 17 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program 
is $5 with SCCF members and children attending for free.

riddles oF The KemPs ridley seA TurTle

Jeffrey Schmid, Ph.D., is the Environmental Research 
Manager with the Conservancy of Southwest Florida, 
and has 24 years experience conducting research in the 
coastal waters of western Florida, particularly with ma-
rine turtles.  His use of telemetry and habitat monitoring 
determined that critically endangered Kemp’s Ridley sea 
turtles were using live bottom habitat in nearshore waters. 
He is currently conducting an in-water study of marine 
turtles in Pine Island Sound in collaboration with Mote 
Marine Laboratory.  Join SCCF on Friday, February 1 at 
10 a.m. to learn about this endangered species that lives in 
our estuary.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF mem-
bers and children attending for free.

TAnK TAlK 
The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living 
in tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, 
Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida 
Snapping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus 
baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a 
guided tour to learn about and feed these living ambas-
sadors.  Tuesdays, January 8 and 22 at 10 a.m. in the Na-
ture Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with mem-

bers and children free.

Tides, currenTs And The FloridA shelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives dai-
ly.  If you have won-
dered why the islands 
sometimes have just 
one tide a day, this 
program may be of 
interest to you. If you 
have wondered why 
you can see sea grass-
es when the tide chart 
says it is high tide, 
you may be interested 
in this program.  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This 
is an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, 
the moon orbits and the winds blow. Wednesdays, January 
9 and 30 at 2 p.m. Members and children 17 and under are 
free. Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

  

TurTle TrAcKs

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, January 10 and 24 at 
10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

weeds And seeds

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, vis-
iting different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, 
and are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group 
will meet at the Nature Center porch.  Depending on 
the location visited, you may need parking money.  Please 
bring a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed 
shoes with socks.  For more information, please contact 
Candice Etheridge at 395-9498.  Mondays at 8:45 a.m., 
meet at the base of the Nature Center porch.  Walks are free 
but donations to SCCF are welcome.

Florida Shelf

SCCF January 2013 Program Schedule



Page 10

Captiva Holiday Village

Left above:  SCCF’s entry in the Golf Cart Parade.  Left 
below:  The Boat Parade.  Above right:  It may be hard 
to imagine what lives amidst the sea grasses beside redfish, 
manatees and mullet, but the SCCF Marine Lab staff had 
a special opportunity to bring smaller creatures into the spot-
light during a program at 'Tween Waters Inn. File fish with 
their color changing chromatophores, pipe fish looking like 
a straightened-out sea horse, bright green grass shrimp, clear 
bodied glass shrimp, a charming burr fish, swirls of silver-
sides and even a little cowfish were captive for an hour while 
people had a closer look. 
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On Your Own at the Nature Center
BuTTerFly house

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.
 

humAn uses oF FloridA nATive PlAnTs

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present. 
 

wAlKing TrAils & oBservATion Tower

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.

wildliFe exhiBiTs

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look 
at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty 
the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.

SCCF Annual Meeting
SCCF Board President Paul Roth opened the Annual 

Meeting, held on Monday, December 3 at the Nature Center, 
and introduced Treasurer Don Rice, who said that the Founda-
tion’s finances were in good shape.

Cheryl Giattini welcomed the new inductees into the Leg-
acy Society:  Natalie Jivoff, Deborah Williamson and Sally Li-
chentstein.  Paul Roth saluted outgoing Board members Janie 
Howland, Chip Lesch and Carol Zell.  Claude Crawford gave 
the recommendations of the Nominating Committee and the 
membership approved the nomination of three Trustees:  return-
ing Trustee Ron Gibson and new Trustees, Deborah La Gorce, 
and Ran Neihoff.  Crawford also announced the new slate of officers, which will be 
voted on at the December Board Meeting:  President, Linda Uhler; Vice-President, 
Patti Sousa; Secretary, Martha Siders and Treasurer, Don Rice.

Executive Director Erick Lindblad said that this was his 27th Annual Meeting 
with SCCF.  He recapped the events of the past year, updated members on the work 
on the Bailey Homestead and Shipley Trail and announced that SCCF had received 
Charity Navigator’s 4-Star rating.  SCCF is one of only two environmental organiza-
tions in Florida and 98 in the U.S. to receive this coveted rating.  

Paul Roth, who is retiring as President but will remain on the Board, said that 
the Foundation had accomplished so many good things since his first term in 2007:  

the Bob Wigley Preserve, the establishment of the RECON water quality sen-
sors by the Marine Lab, the acquisition of the Bailey Homestead and the wildlife 
corridor that the purchase preserved.  He noted the Foundation’s 45th anniver-
sary and said that he hoped that 45 years from now, when people looked back, 
that “folks will say that we did the right thing.”  He ended by thanking the staff, 
all of the volunteers who help make it possible and, finally, his wife, Lucy.

Left:  Erick Lindblad, Carol Zell and Paul Roth: Above Right: Legacy Society in-
ductee Sally Lichtenstein with Cheryl Giattini.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
       
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
• Environmental Education 
• Land Acquisition
•  Marine Research
•  Natural Resource Policy
• Native Plant Nursery
• Sea Turtle Conservation
• Wildlife Habitat Management   

NON PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE
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January 2013 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957
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Marine Laboratory:  RECON’s Public Spotlight Grows in 2012
SCCF MeMber Update

FebrUary 2013

By the Marine Lab Staff

See Lab RECON on Page 2

Established in 2007, the SCCF 
River, Estuary and Coastal Observ-
ing Network (RECON) is a network 
of water quality sensors deployed 
throughout the Caloosahatchee River 
and Estuary to provide real-time, wa-
ter quality data to scientists, policy 
makers, and the general public. 

In 2012, with funds from the 
West Coast Inland Navigation Dis-
trict, RECON was expanded to in-
clude a meteorological station at 
three locations. These stations be-
came the first weather stations in Lee 
County located on channel markers, 
and directly on the water. Wind and 
weather often differ on land versus at 
sea. RECON water quality and me-
teorological data is available to every-
one from our website www.recon.sccf.
org.  During the past year RECON 

has been thrust into the public spot-
light in some interesting and admi-
rable ways.

Lee County recently released a 
smartphone app version of the Lee 
County Boater’s guide.  The Lee Wa-
terways app (www.leegov.com/Pages/
GoMobile.aspx) features an interac-
tive map with public boat launches, 
reef and shipwreck coordinates and 
speed zones. It also includes a salt-
water fish identifier, satellite weather 
radar, fishing and diving tips, boating 
safety regulations and more.  Recog-
nized by the county as an important 
aid to local boating, the app also pro-
vides users a direct link to the mo-
bile version of the RECON website, 
which is available on any smartphone 
at www.recon.sccg.org/m.

The uniqueness of RECON’s 

on-the-water meteorological stations 
caught the attention of Weather-
Flow Inc. a leader in the private sec-
tor weather industry, with over two 

Lee Waterways app:
(www.leegov.com/Pages/GoMobile.aspx)  
WeatherFlow’s website:
www.weatherflow.com  
RECON website:
www.recon.sccf.org.
www.recon.sccg.org/m (mobile)

Above:  Lee County Waterways mobile 
app with RECON link.  Below left:  
RECON data in a U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers report for the weekly phone 
call with scientists working with the 
Caloosahatchee.t
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Lab RECON -- Continued from Page 1
decades of experience in applying 
the latest in observational, model-
ing, and forecasting technology to 
its clients’ most challenging prob-
lems. RECON meteorological data is 
available on several of WeatherFlow’s 
websites www.weatherflow.com and 
through their apps, helping increase 
public awareness of RECON.  Data 
collected by RECON is also helping 
improve WeatherFlow’s models and 
forecasts.  These models and forecasts 
are used by WeatherFlow’s clients and 
partners filling highly specific needs 
in many sectors, including plume 
dispersion, emergency management, 
hazardous weather alerting. Partners 
include the National Oceanographic 
and Atmospheric Agency, National 
Weather Service, National Hurricane 
Center, National Ocean Service, In-
tegrated Ocean Observing System, 
U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Navy, De-
fense Threat Reduction Agency, as 
well as dozens of local, state, indus-
trial, and academic partners. 

RECON data has also been used 

by SCCF staff since its inception when 
participating in conference calls with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
regarding water releases from Lake 
Okeechobee.  Recently, the Army 
Corps began including graphs of RE-
CON data in their webinar presented 
to and shared with dozens of local and 
state agencies of during the Periodic 

Scientists Call for Lake Okeechobee 
and Estuaries (Page 1, bottom left).

Recognizing its value to the local 
boating community, weather model-
ing and forecasting, or water manage-
ment, RECON is becoming an in-
creasingly utilized tool by Southwest 
Florida stakeholders.

WeatherFlow website with RECON data.

Congress has passed and the president has signed 
into law the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012. This 
action approved the extension of the IRA charitable roll-
over through December 31, 2013.  It also made the ex-
tension retroactive to January 1, 2012.

For individuals over 70½, this provides additional 
time to contribute IRA distributions to SCCF and other 
charities. Donors in this age group have the option to 
contribute in January 2013 and have IRA distributions 
up to $100,000 count as a 2012 IRA charitable rollover.  
This is an added benefit to donors who would like to 

take advantage of the rollover in both 2012 and 2013.
Individuals who received an IRA distribution in De-

cember 2012 can elect to count that distribution (or a 
portion thereof ) as a 2012 IRA charitable rollover if the 
individual transfers the amount in cash to a non-profit 
like SCCF before February 1, 2013. These distributions 
will be treated as qualified IRA charitable distributions 
in 2012, thus reducing 2012 taxable income.

Please think of SCCF if you plan to make a chari-
table rollover in January 2013, and consult your tax ad-
visor to learn more

IRA Rollover Update
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Have You Replied Yet?

Do you remember receiving this personalized brochure in the mail recently?
It had your name on it because we want to emphasize how much we need 

your help to reach our Annual Fund Drive goal.
Your tax-deductible gifts augment the grant funding and other income gen-

erated by SCCF’s hard-working staff.  Without your help we cannot fully fund 
SCCF’s annual operating budget.

Please use the reply envelope sent with the brochure to make your most gen-
erous gift.  If you have any questions or would like to make a gift of securities, 
please contact Cheryl Giattini at cgiattini@attglobal.net or by calling 239-395-
2768.  Thank you!

P.S. If you didn’t receive a brochure, please call so we can send one to you right 
away.

Big O Birding Festival
   

This year’s Big O Birding Festi-
val will be from Tuesday, March 
12 through Saturday, March 
16.  isit bigobirdingfestival.com 
for more info.

2012-2013
Annual Fund Drive

$306K

$344K
  to go!

$650K

As of 12/31/12

Island Neighbors - This Annual Report 
sent to you in November also contains 
an Annual Fund Drive reply envelope. 
Please use it to support conservation on 
our islands!
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Natural Resource Policy Update
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
Save the Date:  Conservation Forum

Join SCCF and the Everglades Foundation at the San-
ibel Community House on Tuesday, February 19, 2013 
at 6:30 p.m. for an engaging program on Valuing Nature:  
Everglades to Sanibel and Captiva Islands.  The program 
will be at the Sanibel Community House with refresh-
ments at 6:30 p.m. and the program at 7, followed by a 
panel Q&A and book signing.  

Dr. Richard Weisskoff is an Associate Professor of 
Economics in the Department of International Studies 
at the University of Miami in Coral Gables, and author 
of The Economics of Everglades Restoration.  Dr. Weisskoff 
earned his  Ph.D. in Economics from Harvard University 
and has worked at the United Nations, Bar Ilan University 
(Israel), Iowa State, and Yale, and has been a visiting pro-
fessor at Notre Dame, American University, and at uni-
versities in Mexico, Puerto Rico, and Peru.  His research 
interests encompass economic development and ecology, 
Latin America, regional economics, income distribution, 
and poverty studies.  He is currently engaged in a review 
of the values of Sanibel’s ecosystem services.   

Check out Florida Rivers
Orlando Sentinel reporter Kevin Spear undertook a 

year-long project evaluating the health, status and future 
of 22 Florida rivers, trying to determine what condition 
they are in and how well the state is managing these vital 
resources.  In his series, “Down by the River,” he describes 
rivers as the veins of the state’s water-driven environment.  
For each river, he  interviewed agencies and advocates on 
the current condition and trends of selected rivers.  From 
Juniper Creek, one of the most pristine and unchanged 
waterways surrounded by Ocala National Forest, to the 
Caloosahatchee — which he classifies as a frontrunner for 
most abused river — the challenges to our state’s circula-
tory system are strikingly similar.  There is not enough 
water to go around and there is too much pollution, de-
grading water quality and decimating aquatic habitats.  

The lack of water availability for natural systems is 
a fundamental threat to our rivers, wetlands, lakes and 
marshes and it needs to be addressed across the state 
through the water permitting process.  Unfortunately, the 
latest five-year Lower West Coast Water Supply Plan up-
date was approved by the South Florida Water Manage-
ment District (SFWMD) Governing Board despite the 
objections by SCCF and other stakeholders that the plan 

fails to  identify water needs for natural systems.  Instead, 
the plan focuses all water supply planning on urban and 
agricultural uses.  The increasing demand for water — for 
public water supply and agriculture — coupled with cli-
mate changes that have delivered year-after-year droughts 
means that threatened river systems will only become 
more critically short of  water. And water supply is only 
half the problem.  Excess nutrients from storm water to 
septic leaching  have polluted our most pristine and  old-
est tourist attractions and caused public health warnings 
to avoid the water because of harmful algal blooms.  Even 
though these water resources are the state’s economic call-
ing card, state water managers have resisted adopting and 
implementing meaningful protective water quality  stan-
dards, citing significant clean up costs.  But continuing 
the policies of the past that brought us to this condition is 
not the answer.  We will only pass along worse water qual-
ity to future generations.  There is hope in the multiple 
efforts of advocates for a clean and adequate water supply, 
and in-depth stories like this one help to underscore how 
wide spread the problem is.

You can access the three-part series and one-minute 
clips on each river on our website (sccf.org) in the Current 
Issues green box on the Home Page, click on “Down by 
the River.”

Dr. Richard Weisskoff will be speaking on February 19.  His 
book, The Economics of Everglades Restoration will be 
available for purchase.  He is currently studying the economic 
value of Sanibel’s ecosystem.

Continued left
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Caloosahatchee Conditions Reports
SCCF and our west coast part-

ners* have been working for the past 
two years to bring the science and 
real time conditions of the Caloosa-
hatchee, estuary and coastal waters 
to the attention of water managers, 
county commissioners, city councils 
and our legislative delegation.  Each 
week we publish a report using our 
RECON and  sampling data to make 
recommendations to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and SFWMD.  In 
addition to providing valuable infor-
mation on conditions to help make 
operational decisions the reports cre-
ate a valuable record of actual condi-
tions of the system and its response 
to water management decisions.   You 
can track past conditions through 
these weekly reports on our website 
(sccf.org):  in the home page green 
“Water Quality Stats” box click on 
Caloosahatchee Condition Reports.

Florida Water and Land Legacy 
Campaign

SCCF asks you to join us in the 
Water and Land Legacy Campaign to 
get an amendment on the 2014 No-
vember ballot to guarantee a stable 
source of money for environmental 
protection to protect rivers, lakes 
wetlands and wildlife habitat for peo-
ple and wildlife through the purchase 
of  preservation lands.  

For twenty years, state revenues 

from real estate transactions have been 
directed to the state’s Florida Forever 
program to protect important streams, 
wetlands, forests, and beaches.  How-
ever, since 2009, the Legislature has 
slashed funding for conservation pro-
grams by 97.5 percent. 

The goal of the amendment is to 
keep the dedicated funding source 
away from the state’s general revenue 
fund, controlled by the legislature. 
The guaranteed stream of revenue is 
expected to raise more than $5 bil-
lion for water and land conservation 
in Florida over the next ten years and 
$10 billion over the 20-year life of the 
measure, without any tax increase.

Help us get this important 
amendment on the November 2014 
ballot!  Approximately 480,000 
signed petitions are needed by No-
vember 2013 to get it on the ballot.  
The next few months are the most 
productive signature gathering op-
portunities so volunteer to collect 
signatures at farmers markets, festi-
vals and events around the region.  
We need lawmakers to know that we 
want our precious natural resources 
protected.   

Please visit Florida’s Water and 
Land Legacy website FloridaWater-
LandLegacy.org, or call 850-629-
4656, or e-mail: campaign@Flori-
daWaterLandLegacy.org to learn more 
about the campaign and sign up to 
help today!   Thank you!

Wildlife Habitat Management:  Lessons from Road Kill Surveys
By Amanda Bryant, Biologist and Sea Turtle Coordinator

What can you learn from roadkill? Quite a lot actu-
ally.  Aside from the obvious — what’s being hit by cars 
— roadkill surveys give insight into the species that are 
using the edge habitat along the roadside, what species are 
crossing the road, and what species are more vulnerable to 
vehicle traffic. 

SCCF has been keeping track of wildlife, especially 

See Habitat on Page 11 
Above:  Live Peninsula Ribbon Snake (Thamnophis sauritus sacke-
nii) crossing the road.  Photo by Bill Love, Blue Chameleon Ventures

*  The weekly Caloosahatchee 
& Estuary Condition Report 
is prepared by:
  

City of Sanibel
•	 James Evans and Holly 

Downing 
J.N. “Ding” Darling National 
Wildlife Refuge
•	 Paul Tritaik and Tara Wertz
Lee County Environmental Lab
•	 Keith Kibbey
SCCF
•	 Rae Ann Wessel and Rick 

Bartleson
Town of Fort Myers Beach
•	 Keith Laakkonen
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The Alien invAsion

Over 500 fish and wildlife species, 1180 plant species and 
who knows how many insects that are not native now live 
and multiply in Florida, after being introduced by humans.  
Some like the pythons in the Everglades are having devas-
tating effects.  Come and learn about Sanibel’s “Alien In-
vasion.”  Wednesday, February 20 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center. Cost is $5 with members and children free.

BeAch WAlks AT The islAnd inn

Meet your SCCF guide in the parking lot of Island Inn at 
3111 West Gulf Drive.  Take a walk on the beach, identify-
ing what the local tides, currents, and winds have depos-
ited for you to see.  Sanibel continues the commitment to 
protect local beaches by leaving the wrack community of 
cast ashore seaweeds and seagrasses that feed the insects, 
shorebirds and beach plants that live there.  This program 
is free to all.  Tuesday, February 12 and 26 at 10 a.m (and 
March 5 and 19).

Birding AT The Preserves

Join experienced birders on outings on the 2nd and 4th 
Mondays of the month to two island preserves:  The Com-
munity Park (Mariposa) Trail on City-Owned land and 
Sanibel Gardens Preserves, jointy owned and managed 
by the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation and the 
City of Sanibel.  Both new and experienced birders will 
enjoy a variety of birds in a diversity of wildlife habitats.  
Botany enthusiasts are also welcome to help identify plants 
along the trails.  All walks begin at 8 a.m. but the locations 
do vary.  Walks are free for members and non-members.  
Please call 472-2329 for more information. 
February 11 — For Sanibel Gardens, enter Island Inn  

Road from Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of 
the road near the trailhead or enter Island Inn Road 
from West Gulf Drive, park near road barrier and short 
walk to trailhead.

February 25 — Community Park (Mariposa) Trail is on 
conserved lands owned by the City of Sanibel, located 
behind the Sanibel Community Center and abutting 
SCCF’s Frannie’s Preserve.  Meet in the Sanibel Com-
munity House parking lot adjacent to the playground.

BoBcAT TAles

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how 
author Kevin Hansen describes Lynx 
rufus.  While other wild feline spe-
cies are in trouble, bobcats seem to 
be flourishing through most of their 
North American range and this 
adaptable feline’s ability to survive 
close to humans is one of the reasons 

for the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 
40% of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, February 27 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

BuTTerflies of floridA

Come and learn about the life cycles and habits of Flor-
ida’s butterflies, the one insect everyone loves.  Presenter 
LeAnn Beanland is an islander and has a PHD in en-
tomology… so bring all your bug questions.  Program 
photography is by Christine Cook who is a volunteer at 
CorkScrew and the Naples Botanical Gardens.  We will 
visit the butterfly house following the program.  Friday, 
March 1 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF 
members and children attending for free.

cAloosAhATchee oxBoW & riverlore cruises

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee, following the river back to a time 
when a waterfall served as the headwaters of the Caloosa-
hatchee.  Guided by Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour ad-
venture departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock & 
Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations and 
payment required.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  For 
reservations, call 472-2329.  Cruises are offered the follow-
ing Sundays:in 2013: February 10, March 10, April 
21 and on Mothers Day, Sunday, May 12.

conservATion forum

Join SCCF and the Everglades Foundation at the Sanibel 
Community House on Tuesday, February 19, 2013 at 6:30 
p.m. for an engaging program on Valuing Nature:  Ever-
glades to Sanibel and Captiva Islands.  Speaker Dr. Rich-
ard Weisskoff is Associate Professor of Economics in the 
Department of International Studies at the University of 
Miami in Coral Gables and author of The Economics of 
Everglades Restoration. The program will be at the Sanibel 
Community House with refreshments at 6:30 p.m. and the 
program at 7, followed by a panel Q&A and book signing. 

coyoTe And BeAr TAles

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 
island in the past year; the black bear was recently relocat-

ed to northern Florida.  Come 
and learn about the behaviors 
of these two new species.  Coy-
otes have now moved into every 
county in Florida.  Both human 
and bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty percent of 
a bear’s diet comes from insects 

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

SCCF February 2013 Program Schedule
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SCCF February 2013 Program Schedule
and fruits.  Wednesday, February 6 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF 
auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members 
and children attending for free.

cuBAn fishing hisTory cruise WiTh dr. John WorTh

Dr. John Worth, currently an Associate Professor in An-
thropology at the University of West Florida and formerly 
the Assistant Director of the Randell Research Center at 

Pineland, will discuss the origins and 
history of the earliest Cuban fishing 
industry in Southwest Florida, be-
ginning with the initial contacts of 
Cuban fishermen with the resident 
Calusa Indians during the 1680s, 
their continued fishing in the region 
during the Calusa’s retreat to the 

Florida Keys and Cuba by 1760, and the subsequent inter-
actions and eventual intermarriage with immigrant Creek 
Indians during the British, Second Spanish, and American 
Territorial period, followed by the eventual demise of this 
phase of the Cuban fishing industry during the Second 
Seminole War, and the removal of the fishermen’s “Span-
ish Indian” families to Oklahoma. Dr. Worth has studied 
the Spanish Florida period extensively, researching histori-
cal documents  in both Spain and Cuba.  Friday, February 
8, departing from McCarthy’s Marina on Captiva.  Check-in 
is 12:30 p.m. for 1 p.m. departure; return at 3:30.  Dress 
comfortably for the weather. The fee is $45 per person plus $5 
per car for parking.  Reservations required:  please call Captiva 
Cruises at 472-5300. Space is limited.
Dr. Worth will also be speaking at Koreshan State Park on 
Saturday, February 9 as part of the Conquistadors and the 
Calusa program, a Viva Florida 500 event commemorat-
ing the 500th anniversary of Ponce de Leon’s discovery of 
Florida in 1513.  The program, from 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. with 
reception to follow, is sponsored by the Lee Trust for His-
toric Preservation in partnership with the Florida Humani-
ties Council.  Space is limited and advance registration is 
requested: email MakingHistoryMemorable@gmail.com 
or consider viewing online at www.leetrust.org on Tuesday, 
February 12th at 1:30pm. For info, please visit www.leet-
rust.org or call Theresa Schober at (239)851-9040.

dolPhin And Wildlife AdvenTure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

economic And Wildlife Ben-
efiTs of lee counTy ArTificiAl 

reefs

Mike Campbell is the coordina-
tor of Lee County’s artificial reef 
program.  Lee County has 20 plus 

artificial reef sites made up of materials like old vessels, 
concrete pilings, and even radio towers.  All this to sup-
port the local fishing industry.  Campbell is now creating 
sonar images of each reef with a “towfish” sonar result-
ing in images similar to aerial photography.  This summer 
whale sharks were spotted off a new reef and endangered 
Kemp’s ridley sea turtles were tracked around the reefs af-
ter red tide ran them out of the bay.  Please join SCCF to 
see these images and learn more about our artificial reefs.  
Friday, February 15 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free.

endAngered sPecies in our AreA

Florida has 133 animal species and 565 plants listed as 
threatened or endangered.  Come and learn about local 
listed species like the Smalltooth Sawfish, Kemp’s ridley 
sea turtle, the Eastern Indigo snake, and a group of rare 
plants found by Calusa Indian mounds.  Tuesday, February 
12 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.
 

gATor & crocodile TAles

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, February 13 and Tuesday, February 26 at 10 a.m. 
at the Nature Center.

hurricAnes!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted the 
coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, rushed 
through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of Pine Island 
on August 13, 2004.  It followed the warm water of Char-
lotte Harbor and made landfall again over Punta Gorda.  
Storms in 1873, 1910, 1945, and others rearranged sand 
and with each swipe, they re-sculpted the islands and shaped 
wildlife, vegetation and human existence here.  Spaghetti 
models provide some of the world’s best computer simula-
tions analyzing a storm’s behavior.  Our growth in technol-

Continued on Page 9

Photo by Suzy Carroll

Welcome and Thank You!
When new members Henry (age 8) and Josiah 

(age 6) joined SCCF, they included a note saying that 
they were very excited to become members of SCCF 
and asked Santa for money to give to SCCF.  

Thank you, Henry, Josiah...and Santa!



Page 8

Tr
ai

l W
al

ks
-1

1 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

Tr
ai

l W
al

ks
-1

1 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

Tr
ai

l W
al

ks
-1

1 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

Tr
ai

l W
al

ks
-1

1 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

- 
  -

   
- 

  -
   

K
em

ps
-R

id
le

ys
-1

0

R
ed

 T
id

e 
an

d 
Fi

sh
 

K
ill

s-
10

   
C

ub
an

 F
is

hi
ng

 C
ru

is
e

1 
pm

 o
n 

C
ap

ti
va

B
en

ef
it

s 
of

 L
ee

 C
ou

nt
y 

A
rt

ifi
ci

al
 R

ee
fs

-1
0

Sw
al

lo
w

-T
ai

le
d 

K
it

e-
10

C
al

oo
sa

ha
tc

he
e 

O
xb

ow
 

&
 R

iv
er

lo
re

-1
N

ex
t 

da
te

 -
 M

ar
ch

 1
0

O
PE

N
 H

O
U

SE
11

 -
 2

   

E
ag

le
s 

w
it

h 
B

ir
d 

W
es

ta
ll 

- 
1

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

1

4
3

2

7
6

5

10

9
8

14
13

12
11

19
18

17

16
15 22

21
20

25
26

27
28

1
24

23

C
oy

ot
e/

B
ea

r 
Ta

le
s-

10

A
lie

n 
In

va
si

on
 -

10

H
ur

ri
ca

ne
s! 

- 
2

Su
ns

et
 C

ru
is

e-
5

Sh
or

eb
ir

d 
W

al
k 

at
 

Sa
ni

be
l I

nn
 -

 8
  

G
at

or
/C

ro
c 

Ta
le

s-
10

  
T

id
es

 &
 C

ur
re

nt
s 

- 
2

G
at

or
/C

ro
c 

Ta
le

s-
10

B
ea

ch
 W

al
k 

at
 I

sl
an

d 
In

n 
- 

10

Sh
or

eb
ir

d 
W

al
k 

at
 

Sa
ni

be
l I

nn
 -

 8
  

B
ob

ca
t T

al
es

-1
0

O
w

l T
al

es
-1

0

Sn
ow

y 
Pl

ov
er

s-
2

O
tt

er
 T

al
es

-1
0

Sn
ow

y 
Pl

ov
er

s-
2

Ta
nk

 T
al

ks
-1

0

Sh
or

eb
ir

d 
W

al
k 

at
 

Sa
ni

be
l I

nn
 -

 5

Ta
nk

 T
al

ks
-1

0
  

Sh
or

eb
ir

d 
W

al
k 

at
 

Sa
ni

be
l I

nn
 -

 5
 

 
C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Fo
ru

m
-6

:3
0 

E
nd

an
ge

re
d 

Sp
ec

ie
s-

10

B
ea

ch
 W

al
k 

at
 I

sl
an

d 
In

n 
- 

10

B
ut

te
rf

lie
s 

of
 

Fl
or

id
a-

10

F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 2
0

1
3

 
su

n
d

A
y
 

m
o

n
d

A
y
 

T
u

e
s

d
A

y
 

W
e

d
n

e
s

d
A

y
 

T
h

u
r

s
d

A
y
 

f
r

id
A

y
 

sA
T

u
r

d
A

y

Tr
ai

l W
al

k-
11

W
ee

ds
 &

 S
ee

ds
-8

:4
5s

W
ee

ds
 &

 S
ee

ds
-8

:4
5

B
ir

di
ng

 t
he

 P
re

se
rv

es
-8

M
ee

t a
t S

an
ib

el
 G

ar
de

ns

W
ee

ds
 &

 S
ee

ds
-8

:4
5

B
ir

di
ng

 t
he

 P
re

se
rv

es
-8

M
ee

t a
t C

om
m

un
ity

 P
ar

k 
Tr

ai
l

W
ee

ds
 &

 S
ee

ds
-8

:4
5



Page 9

ogy has improved communication to people who live in the 
storm’s path, but nothing is powerful enough to alter a hur-
ricane’s course.  Wednesday, February 20 at 2 p.m.  $5 for non-
members; members and children 17 and under are free.  

oPen house
President’s Day, February 18 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free 
admission to the Nature Center and Trails including special 
exhibits by SCCF Marine Lab with marine animals that 
live in the sea grasses surrounding our islands. Also view our 
RECON and weather stations in action. Habitat Manage-
ment staff will have a live reptile exhibit. Get ready to hoot, 
holler, moo or cackle for the 26th Annual Nature Sounds 
Contest (beginning at 11:45, with four special age groups: 
3 and under, 4-7 year olds, 8-12 year olds and adults). To 
help wet your whistle, lemonade, fresh fruit and hot dogs 
will be available.  At 1 p.m., Bird Westall will give a special 
presentation on Eagles of the Islands with current updates 
of recent nesting activity. Be prepared for a spot quiz on 
Presidents that have visited the islands and the Caloosa-
hatchee. The Butterfly House will be jumping and special 
craft activities will be available for the young and young at 
heart. Join us for this free, fun-filled, informative day.

oTTer TAles

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 

2004’s Hurricane Charley.  
Come and learn about this 
large, aquatically adapted 
member of the weasel fam-
ily.  river otters are strong and 
graceful swimmers that cap-
ture the hears of all who see 
them.  Otter sightings have 
increased recently on SCCF 
trails.  Thursday, February 14 

at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members 
and children attending for free.

oWl TAles

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses 
one built by an osprey, hawk, or eagle.  
The Screech and Barn Owls nest in tree 
cavities made by woodpeckers or nest 
boxes.  Will the Barn Owls use the nest 
box on the side of the Nature Center 
this year?  Island Screech owls are in 
the courting phase with males guarding 
territory and calling to females.  Thurs-
day, February 28 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free.

Pursuing The elusive sWAlloW-TAiled kiTe

Dr. Ken Meyer of the University of Florida  and founder 
of the Avian Research and Conservation Institute satel-
lite tags and tracks the beautiful Swallow-tailed kites from 
South America to their Florida breeding grounds.  With 
this continent spanning research, Dr. Meyer hopes to de-
termine the kites current nesting regiments and to learn 
why U.S. populations are not using all of their histor-
ic nesting territory.  A pair of Swallow-tailed kites have 
nested on SCCF preserved lands in recent years.  Friday, 
February 22 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with 
SCCF members and children attending for free.

red Tide And fish kills

Does fresh water from the Caloosahatchee River affect 
local Red Tide events?  Why do fish kills happen?  Join 
Marine Lab research staff Dr. Rick Bartleson and Mark 
Thompson to explore these water quality happenings on 
Friday, February 8 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free.

riddles of The kemPs ridley seA TurTle

Jeffrey Schmid, Ph.D., is the Environmental Research 
Manager with the Conservancy of Southwest Florida, 
and has 24 years experience conducting research in the 
coastal waters of western Florida, particularly with ma-
rine turtles.  His use of telemetry and habitat monitoring 
determined that critically endangered Kemp’s Ridley sea 
turtles were using live bottom habitat in nearshore waters. 
He is currently conducting an in-water study of marine 
turtles in Pine Island Sound in collaboration with Mote 
Marine Laboratory.  Join SCCF on Friday, February 1 at 
10 a.m. to learn about this endangered species that lives in 
our estuary.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF mem-
bers and children attending for free.

shoreBird WAlks AT The sAniBel inn

Meet your SCCF guide poolside at the Sanibel Inn,  937 
East Gulf Drive.  Learn the stories of the shorebirds you 

encounter.  Some have migrated 
thousands of miles to local beach-
es.  Sanibel continues the commit-
ment to protect local beaches by 
leaving the wrack community of 
cast ashore seaweeds and seagrasses 
that feed the insects, shorebirds 

and beach plants that live there.  This program is free to 

SCCF February 2013 Program Schedule

Continued on Page 10

Save the Dates:  
21st Annual Tennis Tournament

April 5 - April 7

Second Annual Beer in the Bushes
Saturday, April 20
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On Your Own at the Nature Center
BuTTerfly house

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.  
humAn uses of floridA nATive PlAnTs

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.   

WAlking TrAils & oBservATion ToWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.  Guided Trail Walks offered Tuesday - Friday at 11 a.m.  

Wildlife exhiBiTs

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look 
at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty 
the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.

all.  Tuesday, February 5 and 19 at 5 p.m., and Wednesday, 
February 13 and 27 at 8 a.m.

snoWy Plovers 
Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Thursdays, 
February 14 and 28 at 2 p.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free. 

sunseT, moonlighT And WAding Birds cruise

This quiet cruise will allow passengers to drift near feeding 
wading birds as they prepare for their nightly migration. 
This is a rare opportunity to visit a secluded area of Pine Is-
land Sound away from the hustle and bustle of Captiva and 
the nearby mainland. Dress for the weather, bring binocu-
lars. Sunset is at 6:25, we will travel back across the water in 
the reflective, quiet, quarter moonlight. Wednesday, Febru-
ary 20 from 5 - 7 p.m.  Cost $40 per passenger; reservations 
can be made by calling Captiva Cruises at 472-5300. This is 
a cooperative trip with part of the proceeds going to support 
environmental education at SCCF. 

TAnk TAlk 
The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living 
in tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, 
Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida 
Snapping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus 
baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.  Take 
a guided tour to learn about these living ambassadors.  
Tuesdays, February 5 and 19 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members 
and children free.

Tides, currenTs And The floridA shelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day, this program may be 
of interest to you. If you have wondered why you can see 
sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide, you may 
be interested in this program.  In the past few years more 
people have become aware of the Florida Shelf. Where is 
it and why is it important?  This is an introduction how 
water behaves as the earth spins, the moon orbits and the 
winds blow. Wednesday, February 13 at 2 p.m. Members 
and children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per adult, 
with members and children free.

TurTle TrAcks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shore-
birds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, 
and what we are doing to protect 
them.  Thursdays, February 7 and 
21 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature 
Center.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

Weeds And seeds

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, vis-
iting different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, 
and are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group 
will meet at the Nature Center porch.  Depending on 
the location visited, you may need parking money.  Please 
bring a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed 
shoes with socks.  For more information, please contact 
Candice Etheridge at 395-9498.  Mondays at 8:45 a.m., 
meet at the base of the Nature Center porch.  Walks are free 
but donations to SCCF are welcome.

SCCF February 2013 Program Schedule
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Meet Our New Nursery Intern
My name is Jennifer Potrikus and 

I am from the state of New York.  I 
grew up in the quaint village of Coo-
perstown, home to the Baseball Hall 
of Fame.  This past May, I graduated 
from Binghamton University with a 
bachelor’s degree in biology.  I have 
always had a passion for wildlife and 
the outdoors and decided to turn this 
passion into a career by pursuing con-
servation biology.  

Before starting this internship 
at SCCF, I had gained valuable ex-
perience in the conservation field 
through participating in research 
and internships.  During my college 
career I traveled abroad to South Af-
rica to assist with big cat research on 
lions, leopards and cheetahs, which 
was truly a life-changing experience.  
I also interned for the local zoo as an 
education assistant and most recently 
was an intern for the Student Con-
servation Association as a trail crew 
member based out of the Adirondack 
Park in New York.  

I found the SCCF Native Plant 
Nursery internship through a posting 
online and knew it would be a great 
fit for my educational and profes-
sional goals.  The opportunity to con-
tribute to the overall improvement of 
the native habitat of the Sanibel and 
Captiva islands attracted me to this 
position because it is what I am look-
ing to pursue as a lifelong career.  En-
couraging environmentally friendly 
practices in plant conservation is a 
great way for me to learn how to work 
with the public to help protect fragile 
ecosystems and conserve biodiversity.  
After this internship, I am hoping 
to go on to graduate school to study 
conservation biology.  Ultimately, I 
am hoping my experiences and edu-
cational background will land me a 
career in the conservation field.  In 
the meantime, I am very happy and 
fortunate to be a part of this great 
organization and to be working with 
the staff here at SCCF, who share my 
passion for conservation.  I am also enjoying the weather!   

Nursery Intern Jennifer Potrikus

Habitat -- Continued from Page 5
reptiles, killed along Sanibel-Captiva Road for a 
number of years. In an effort to better understand 
the impacts of vehicle traffic along Sanibel-Captiva 
Road, SCCF has partnered with J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge staff to increase road-
kill documentation efforts and explore ways that 
roadkill can be reduced. 

There are many options to reduce the number of 
animals killed along a roadway. Wildlife bridges allow 
animals large and small to travel over a road.  They 
are often vegetated, making it an extension of the 
habitat on either side of the road. These have been 
used successfully in places like Banff National Park 
and Arizona. A more common and less costly option 
is a wildlife underpass. These allow animals to pass 
under a roadway. Depending on their size, they can 
allow for the passage for anything from snakes and 
frogs to bobcats and bears. 

This further study of the road will allow us to 

Dead corn snake with 20 eggs.  Most snake roadkills are black rac-
ers, followed by watersnakes.  During rainstorms at night, a lot of 
frogs are hit on the road.  Photo by Bill Love, Blue Chameleon 
Ventures.

determine if a wildlife crossing option is warranted and where 
it might be most beneficial along a busy roadway lined with 
conservation lands.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
       
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower      • Education Center & Touch Tank
 $5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			

NON PROFIT
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Marine Laboratory:  Exotic Fish Species Spawn New Research

SCCF MeMber Update

MarCh 2013

By MaryKate Swenarton, Marine Lab Intern
Starting in January 2013, the 

Marine Laboratory is investigating 
aquatic invasive species on Sanibel. 
Invasive species can disrupt the eco-
system by competing with native spe-
cies for space, food, and water, pre-
dating on native species, or spreading 
diseases and parasites. South Florida 
is home to over a thousand exotic 
plant and animal species, most re-
leased outside their native range by 
humans within the past century. Al-
ready, the Lab has found two invasive 
fish species that are cause for concern. 

The Mayan cichlid (Cichlasoma 
urophthalmus) is native to Central 
America and has been repeatedly re-
leased by aquarium owners through-
out Florida. This species has been 
found in the Everglades, freshwater 
habitats throughout South Florida, 
and in Charlotte Harbor. The blue 
tilapia (Oreochromis aureus) is na-
tive to inland waters in Africa and 

was introduced in Florida back in 
the 1960s for aquaculture and as a 
biological control for aquatic weeds. 
Since then, it has spread throughout 
freshwater habitats in south Florida 
and has been found in estuarine 
and brackish waters in the Caloosa-
hatchee and Matlacha Pass. Both of 
these species, although they prefer 
freshwater, can survive at estuarine 
salinities, but it is unclear whether 
they are reproducing and how long 
they can survive in the estuary.

These invasive species possess sev-
eral characteristics that allow them to 
outcompete native species and disrupt 
ecosystems. Both species belong to 

the larger group of cichlids, which are 
generalist consumers, eating detritus, 
phytoplankton, zooplankton, insects, 

MaryKate Swenarton and Mark Thompson of the Marine Lab seine for fish in a 
mangrove area near Lake 4 (see map).  Blue tilapia and Mayan cichlids were both 
recovered from seines done in Lake 4, which is experiencing an algae bloom in this 
photo. Lake 4 is separated from the mangroves by a weir, which overflows a couple 
times a year in rainfall or tidal events.

See Lab on Page 3 

Mayan cichlid    

blue tilapia
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The 28th Annual Everglades Coalition Conference 
was held in January at the historic Biltmore Hotel in Cor-
al Gables. The conference theme, “America’s Everglades:   
Our Legacy Our Future,” focused on accomplishments 
achieved to date and challenges to be met.  Sessions in-
cluded topics on restoring public lands, climate change, 
water quality and wildlife management, all of which un-
derscored the ecological and economic impacts and ben-
efits of a healthy Everglades ecosystem.

One of the greatest opportunities at this annual con-
ference is the chance to network and meet with policy-
makers from Washington and Tallahassee to regional and 
local leaders.  And this year did not disappoint, with at-
tendees that included Gary Guzy from the White House 
Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), Department 
of the Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, Congresswoman 
Debbie Wasserman-Schultz, Congressman Mario Diaz-
Balart, Congressman Joe Garcia, Congresswoman Lois 
Frankel, Congressman Patrick Murphy and Former Sen-
ator Bob Graham. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
was represented by long-time advocate Terrance “Rock” 
Salt, Colonel Alan Dodd (Commander of the Jacksonville 

District) and Lt. Colonel Thomas Greco. Governor Rick 
Scott made an unexpected appearance at the Thursday 
evening opening of the conference and Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection Secretary Herschel 
Vinyard and the South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict Executive Director Melissa Meeker attended and ad-

dressed the state’s $880 million wa-
ter quality plan.  

In fact, the conference highlight-
ed the bipartisan support our Florida 
delegation has for Everglades resto-
ration in Washington, highlighted 
by Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart 
when he announced the re-establish-
ment of the Everglades Caucus and 
the unanimous support from both 
parties of the Florida delegation.

Lee County was represented as 
well with our new Board of County 

Natural Resource Policy Update
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

See Policy on Page 7

Everglades Coalition Conference

Rae Ann Wessel with Lee County Commission Chairman 
Cecil Pendergrass  (second from left) and Conservancy of 
Southwest Florida advocates Nicole Ryan (left) and Jennifer 
Hecker (right).

Left:  Rae Ann Wessel with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Colonel Alan Dodd.  Above 
Right:  Ray Judah fires up Everglades advocates at Saturday morning’s breakfast.
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Island Conservation Needs You!

Conservation Forum Set for March 19

Lab -- Continued from Page 1

2012-2013
Annual Fund Drive

$360K

$290K
  to go!

$650K

As of 1/31/13

As supporters of island conservation, you are no doubt aware of the efforts be-
ing led by the "Ding" Darling Wildlife Society to acquire and preserve the historic 
Woodring Homestead and its 5.65 acres of wildlife habitat. It's a project SCCF 
strongly supports and we hope you will too.

At the same time, please don't forget we need your help to fund SCCF's an-
nual operations.

Whether your passion is sea turtles, water quality, native plants, wildlife habi-
tat, natural resource policy, or environmental education, we need your help to 
sustain all our worthwhile programs.

Please make a tax-deductible gift to support SCCF's Annual Fund Drive. If 
you have questions or need another reply envelope or stock transfer instructions, 
please contact Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 or Erick Lindblad at 472-2329.

See Forum on Page 6

and eggs of other fish.  With such a wide range of dietary 
items, they never have to worry about running out of food 
sources. Both species also construct nests, mouth brood, 
and exhibit parental care, decreasing the mortality of their 
offspring and allowing many new individuals to be added 
to their populations.  They have no native predators in 
Florida. All of these traits allow them to thrive, and con-
sume food and space that native species need to survive. 
Many studies have shown that tilapia and Mayan cichlids 
both decrease biodiversity and modify natural food webs.

Certain stormwater lakes on the island, like those of 
the Dunes Golf & Tennis Club, drain to the estuary dur-
ing rain and high tide events, thus providing a feasible 

route for the inland species to be enter the estuary. If these 
invaders are able to establish populations in Tarpon Bay 
and the rest of the Caloosahatchee Estuary, there could 
be detrimental effects to juveniles of many native species 
who use the estuary as a nursery area.

During the next couple of months, efforts will be 
made by the new Marine Lab intern, MaryKate Swen-
arton, a recent graduate of Rutgers University’s Depart-
ment of Ecology, Evolution and Natural Resources, to 
determine the abundances of these two invasive species 
in the lakes and estuaries of the island, the possibility of 
long-term establishment, and the effects they may have 
on native community members in the future. 

For the fifth year, SCCF and the Everglades Foundation are presenting the 
Conservation Forum, focusing on water quality issues related to the Everglades 
and the Caloosahatchee.  Originally scheduled for February 19, the Conservation 
Forum has been rescheduled for Tuesday, March 19 at 7 p.m. at The Sundial on 
Sanibel.  Registration is not required and the program is free; refreshments will be 
served.  The Sundial is at 1451 Middle Gulf Drive.

This year’s program, “Valuing Nature:  From the Everglades to the islands 
of Sanibel and Captiva,” will feature Author and Economist Dr. Richard 
Weisskoff, University of Miami; Eric Eikenberg CEO of the Everglades 
Foundation; and Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director, SCCF.

Doors open at 6:30 and the program begins at 7 p.m. followed by a book 
signing and reception.

Dr. Richard Weisskoff is an Associate Professor of Economics in the Depart-
ment of International Studies at the University of Miami in Coral Gables, and 

Dr. Richard Weisskoff will be speaking and signing copies of his book.
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Wildlife Habitat Management:  Shorebird-Friendly Photography
By Amanda Bryant, Biologist and Sea Turtle Coordinator

Photographers massed and armed with 300+ mm lenses converge on a nesting shorebird (not on Sanibel).  Photo courtesy  
Ericka Herring.  Above right:  Sanibel snowy plover and chick, photo taken by SCCF following safety guidelines..

During Nesting Season (February through August)
Many shorebird nests are posted, or staked off with 

signs and string to create symbolic fencing.  This gives 
the birds space to nest without disturbance from people 
or pets.  It is imperative to ensure these posted areas do 
not draw excessive attention and prolonged disturbance 
to nesting birds.

When photographing a bird on a nest:
•	 Remain behind the posted area.  No part of you or 

your camera equipment should go beyond the string 
or signs.  If the area around the nest is not staked 
off, you should remain far enough away to avoid dis-
turbing nesting birds (typically 300 feet).  If the birds 
show any sign of agitation as a result of your pres-
ence, please quietly and slowly retreat until the birds 
no longer appear agitated. 

•	 Never get close enough to cause the bird to leave 
its nest.  Please back off immediately if you flush a 
bird. Sometimes birds nest near the edge of a posted 
boundary, so even if you are outside the string, if the 
bird responds to you, you’re too close!

•	 Scan for predators.  Make sure there are no predators 
nearby such as raccoons, cats, and crows that may be 
attracted to human presence or scent.  Predators also 
are alert to movement, so by flushing a bird, you may 
inadvertently help predators notice birds that would 
otherwise have remained camouflaged.

•	 Don’t exceed 10 minutes.  Too much time near the nest 
may unduly stress the birds.  Be considerate and do not 
spend more than 10 minutes near the nest.  After 10 

minutes, all photographers should leave the nest area 
and wait at least three hours before returning.

•	 Don’t specify the nest’s exact location when sharing 
or publishing photos. Advertising the birds’ nesting 
location may draw additional disturbance to the area.

When photographing birds that are away from their 
nests, or birds with chicks:
•	 Stay at least 100 ft. away from the birds. Wait for the 

birds to approach you for closer shots.
•	 Don’t “push” birds around the beach.  Birds need to 

be able to feed and rest without disturbance.  Shore-
bird chicks must constantly forage to gain enough 
weight to fledge in time, so any time taken away from 
foraging is detrimental to their survival.

•	 Don’t litter on the beach.  Any type of litter on the beach 
can have adverse impacts upon the birds.  For example, 
scraps of human food may attract predators, and pieces 
of plastic may entrap and ultimately kill the birds.

Guidelines For Safely Photographing Island Shorebirds

The Hunters...                                                     ... and the Hunted
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What Has Happened to Island Barn Owls?
By Dee Serage Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

In 1980, fifty barn owl boxes were installed on Sanibel 
by SCCF volunteers to provide nesting sites that had disap-
peared with the loss of agriculture on the islands.  The box 
on the side of the SCCF Nature Center was occupied first 
that year by a reproductive Barn Owl pair.  Soon there were 
four more pairs that nested:  at CROW, the J.N. “Ding” 
Darling National Wildlife Refuge, and the homes of presi-
dents of the SCCF Board of Directors and the local Audu-
bon Society.... an urban legend in the making.

For 29 years, Barn owls continued to nest yearly at the 
SCCF Nature Center.  In 2007 a nest box camera with 
sound was installed.  To the delight of staff and visitors 
we watched as eggs hatched and rats that had been caught 
the night before were fed to the noisy chicks in pieces and 
then, as the chicks grew, whole.  82 days later the chicks 
fledged.  (Did you know that barn owl chicks sometimes 
nap on their backs with their legs sticking straight up?)

The last time the Barn owls nested at SCCF was 
2009.  At the Refuge the last nesting was in 2010.  What 
could have happened to our admittedly small nesting 
population of island Barn owls?  Maybe the Great Horned 
owls  — magnificent predators that they are  — got them.  
But I have a “gnawing” feeling that the use of rat poisons 
has something to do with the barn owls’ disappearance.  
Compared to 1980, the use of rat poisons and black boxes 
has definitely increased by homeowners as well as profes-
sional pesticide companies.

There are no rodent poisons that are safe for wildlife.  
Anti-coagulant poisons, known as “second generation” or 
“single feed” rodenticides, are sold under various product 
names.  They are strong enough to kill a rodent after a 
single feeding.  A rodent consumes the poison at a bait 

station, and then slowly dies of internal hemorrhage.  
What makes these poisons so dangerous to wildlife is 

that, although a single feeding of poison will eventually 
kill, it takes four to seven days for the rodent to die.  Dur-
ing this time rodents can consume more bait, raising the 
level of toxins in their bodies to a dose lethal to the larger 
animals that eat rodents and carrion, such as bobcats, 
hawks, owls, eagles, foxes, raccoons, snakes, opossums, 
domestic animals and, heaven forbid, children.  Accord-
ing to the EPA, 25,549 children suffered poisoning symp-
toms from rodenticides between 1999 and 2003.  A study 
of the urban bobcat populations in Southern California 
suggests that the exposure to rodent poisons  may have 
increased the susceptibility of bobcats to severe mange 
disease:  19 of the 19 cats that died from notoedic mange 

Photography of shorebirds along Florida’s shores and 
beaches is a popular activity for persons of all ages.  When 
taking photos of shorebirds, please take great care to 
avoid disturbing them and their nests, eggs, and chicks.  
Many populations of shorebirds are under threat and de-
clining, due in part to human disturbance.  Therefore, 
by not disturbing shorebirds you are making a positive 
contribution to their conservation.  

The guidelines below were originally crafted by 
SCCF staff and have been amended and now adopted 
for use statewide by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-

servation Commission (FWC) and the Snowy Plover 
Working Group.  These guidelines are particularly im-
portant to keep in mind since shorebird nesting season 
officially began on February 15. 

“Snowys,” as they are lovingly referred to, lay three 
eggs over several days in nests (called scrapes) on bare 
ground between the dune vegetation and the high tide 
line.  SCCF staff and volunteers work diligently to moni-
tor the threatened birds, find and mark their nests, and 
monitor the adults and their chicks once they hatch. With 
your help, we can ensure a successful nesting season!

Photography -- Continued from left above

See Owls on Page 5
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were exposed to the poisons. 
In 2011, over-the-counter purchase of these rat poisons 

by homeowners was supposed to end due to a 2008 EPA 
ruling in response to the documented poisonings of wild-
life and children.  Manufacturers of these products were 
given until June 2011 to come up with safer alternatives.  
June 2011 has come and gone and the pesticide companies 
have refused to comply. They are now in legal battles de-
fending their “right” to sell these harmful poisons.  Instead 
of waiting for a court decision, California’s Marin County 
and San Francisco passed resolutions asking retailers to vol-
untarily not sell these EPA-banned products.  

As island homeowners and consumers, we are in 
the driver’s seat.  If you have a rodent problem, the best 
long-term defense is exclusion.  Seal up openings around 
structures with copper wool or ask your professional to 

help with exclusionary methods so the rodents can’t get 
in.  Leave the outside rodents for the bobcats, hawks, fox, 
eagles and owls to eat.  Try working with a professional 
wildlife removal business instead of a pesticide company.  
You can call Dee at 472-2329 for more information.

To catch rats, use instead snap-traps in areas where 
pets and children can’t be harmed.  These kill the rat 
quickly.   Battery operated rat zappers also work.  This all 
may be more work for you and your pest control compa-
ny but you are the boss.  Never leave poisons out all year 
but only when there is a problem.  How much wildlife 
has quietly died out of site from the use of these poisons! 

For a list of the banned products and their manu-
facturers go to www.raptorsarethesolution.org and click on 
“Rodenticides that Kill.”

Owls -- Continued from Page 5

Forum -- Continued from Page 3
author of The Economics of Everglades Restoration:  Missing 
Pieces in the Future of South Florida.  He spoke to a capacity 
crowd in the Nature Center back in December, with a talk 
focusing on the economic benefits of the environment with 
a special case study presentation about Estero Bay.  

He is currently working on grant-funded work for the 
Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council and SCCF, 
quantifying the ecosystem services of the natural commu-
nities of our barrier islands in terms of their contribution to 
the environment we enjoy and to a sustainable community 
in southwest Florida.  The project is titled, “Estimating and 
Forecasting Ecosystem Services within Pine Island Sound, 
Sanibel Island, Captiva Island, North Captiva Island, Cayo 
Costa Island, Useppa Island, Other Islands of the Sound, 
and the Nearshore Gulf of Mexico.”

Dr. Weisskoff earned his Ph.D. in Economics from 
Harvard University and has worked at the United Na-
tions, Bar Ilan University (Israel), Iowa State, and Yale, 
and has been a visiting professor at Notre Dame, Ameri-
can University, and at universities in Mexico, Puerto Rico, 
and Peru.  His research interests encompass economic de-
velopment and ecology, Latin America, regional econom-
ics, income distribution, and poverty studies.  

Appointed to the position of CEO by the Everglades 
Foundation board in 2012, Eric Eikenberg has extensive 
policy and political experience in Tallahassee and Wash-
ington.  He served as chief of staff for former Gov. Charlie 

Crist and former U.S. Rep. E. Clay Shaw.  Since 2010, 
Eric has served as senior policy advisor for Holland & 
Knight, co-chairing the firm’s Florida Government Advo-
cacy Team with former Gov. Bob Martinez.  As the CEO 
of the Everglades Foundation, he will lead the Founda-
tion’s science, advocacy, communications and legal teams, 
which are nationally recognized for their expertise in Ev-
erglades restoration.  A graduate of American University, 
Eric and his family live in Miami.

Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Di-
rector, is a limnologist and marine scientist with 30 years 
of experience working in the environmental field in south 
Florida. For 19 years, she managed her own environmen-
tal consulting firm, Ecosystem Specialists, dealing both 
in the field and with regulations on issues at the local, 
regional, state and federal levels.  She has served as an 
appointee to the Lee County Local Planning Agency.  In 
1994 Rae Ann helped coordinate a News-Press-sponsored 
community forum which led to the creation of the non-
profit Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association. Rae 
Ann has received awards for her work on the Caloosa-
hatchee including 1998 Conservationist of the Year from 
Audubon of Southwest Florida, the Richard Coleman 
Aquatic Resources Award by the Florida Lake Manage-
ment Society in 2007, and in 2012, was selected as one of 
“21 Women Who Make Southwest Florida.”

It’s March... Time to renew your annual SCCF membership!
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Commissioners Chairman Cecil Pen-
dergrass and veteran Commissioner 
Tammy Hall.  Former Commission-
er Ray Judah fired up the audience 
with his Saturday morning speech, 
encouraging us to redouble our ef-
forts to achieve restoration and to 
hold the agencies responsible for do-
ing their part. 

Everglades Project Moving Forward: 
C-111 Rocket shipping canal makeover

The conference included a dedi-
cation and ribbon-cutting of Phase I 
of the C-111 Spreader Canal Western 
Project about a mile north of the main 
entrance to Everglades National Park. 

 If you attended the 2008 confer-
ence on Captiva you may remember 
our Estuaries panel highlighted the 
need to move this long languishing 
project forward to restore freshwater 
levels in Everglades National Park 
and restore flow to Florida Bay.  This 
project is designed to undo the dam-
age caused by the dredging of a canal 
to ship rockets by land near Home-
stead to Cape Canaveral.  

The $26 million pump, canal 
and water retention project is de-
signed to keep water in Everglades 
National Park (ENP) instead of al-
lowing it to be drained off by the 
rocket canal (C-111).  It will also re-
establish flow from the park to Flor-
ida Bay via Taylor Slough, Florida 
Bay’s historical freshwater tributary.  
The two new pump stations will pull 
an average of 165 million gallons of 
water per day out of the C-111 canal 
to feed an area known as the Frog 
Pond Retention Area, which is capa-
ble of holding 577 million gallons.  
Frog Pond will act like a seepage bar-
rier, keeping water in ENP instead 
of flowing into the C-111.

Florida Bay will still need more 
water; this is one of the objectives 

of the new Central Everglades Plan-
ning Project (CEPP), an expedited 
18-month planning process to iden-
tify a source of water and a means to 
get it into Everglades National Park 
and ultimately Florida Bay.

SFWMD Looking For Pub-
lic Input on Surplusing State-
Owned Lands

The future of taxpayer-pur-
chased, state-owned conservation 
lands is under attack. These lands 
were originally purchased to provide 
public recreation, walking, hiking, 
birding and wildlife viewing as well 
as water storage, treatment and habi-
tat for wildlife.  

Governor Scott has directed the 
state’s water management districts 
to evaluate their conservation land 
holdings and to assess how each par-
cel meets the Districts’ core mission.  
Within the SFWMD there are nearly 
1.5 million acres of conservation land 
across the 16 counties of south Florida.  
Approximately half of that, 750,000 
acres, is owned by the District.  In a 
first phase of evaluations, the District 
is soliciting public input on the lands 
owned by the District to determine 
whether they should be surplused.  
Lands determined to be surplused 
could be swapped for other properties 
or offered for sale to the public. 

The SFWMD is asking the pub-
lic to comment on all of the owned 
parcels to determine how to proceed.  
The concern is that if no public in-
put is received on some parcels, it 
may be construed as the public hav-
ing little or no interest in the parcel, 
which could result in a higher likeli-
hood of surplusing.   

The SFWMD has divided the dis-
trict into Land Assessment Regions 
(see map above right), beginning in 

the upper watershed of the Kissimmee 
chain of lakes in Orange, Osceola, and 
Polk Counties.  Unfortunately this ef-
fort has not been well publicized and 
the first comment deadline was Febru-
ary 18.  The deadlines for other dis-
tricts have not yet been announced.  
We encourage everyone interested in 
these recreational and quality habitat 
areas to review the maps and submit 
comments on these parcels.  Com-
ments can only be submitted through 
the District website.  To comment and 
for more information:  http://www.
sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xweb pro-
tecting and restoring/land assessment 

RESTORE Act:  BP Oil Spill Update
BP has agreed to pay a record $4 

billion in a criminal settlement with 
the U.S. Justice Department over the 
2010 Deepwater Horizon explosion 
and oil spill.  Transocean plead guilty 
to violating the Clean Water Act and 

Policy -- Continued from Page 2

The SFWMD’s Land Assessment Regions 
map.  Deadline for input for the Kissim-
mee chain of lakes in Orange, Osceola 
and Polk Counties was February 18 but 
other deadlines are still to be announced.

See Policy on Page 8
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Policy -- Continued from Page 7
other statutes and agreed to pay $1 billion in civil penalties 
and $400 million in criminal penalties for its role in the 
2010 Gulf oil disaster 

The settlement includes payments of $2.4 billion, paid 
over a five-year period, to the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) and $350 million to the National 
Academy of Sciences.  The plea agreement mandates that 
the $2.4 billion be used to “conduct or fund projects to 
remedy harm to resources where there has been injury to, 
or destruction of, loss of, or loss of use of those resources 
resulting from the Macondo oil spill.”  Louisiana will re-
ceive about half of the payments “to create or restore bar-
rier islands off the coast of Louisiana and/or to implement 
river diversion projects on the Mississippi and/or Atchafa-
laya Rivers.”  The remainder of the money will be divided 
according to a fixed formula among Alabama, Florida, 
Mississippi and Texas for projects in those states. NFWF, 
a Congressionally chartered non-profit organization, is one 
of the largest private funders of conservation projects in the 

United States.  It is subject to oversight by Congress and a 
board of directors that includes the heads of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA), as well as representatives 
from states, non-governmental organizations and industry.

“NFWF has an established track record administering 
payments in criminal cases, and a long history of work in 
the Gulf States,” according to a joint memorandum filed 
with the court by the Justice Department and BP. 

The Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council re-
leased “The Path Forward to Restoring the Gulf Coast,” 
accessible on line at:  www.restorethegulf.gov.  The report 
is the first step in developing a more detailed Compre-
hensive Plan to implement a coordinated Gulf Coast re-
gion-wide restoration effort.  The collective focus of the 
Council is to ensure the long-term health, prosperity, 
and resilience of the Gulf Coast.  In November 2012, 
BP was banned from seeking new contracts with the 
federal government.

Donald L. Hey, Ph.D., Founder 
of The Wetlands Initiative and Des 
Plaines River Wetland Demonstra-
tion Project in Chicago will talk 
about his work with nutrients in 
midwestern wetland areas in “Nutri-
ent Farming in the American Mid-
west to Protect the Gulf of Mexico.”  
This talk, part of the “Moonlight 
on the Marsh” Distinguished Lec-
ture series, is sponsored by Florida 
Culf Coast University (FGCU) Ev-
erglades Wetland Research Park and 
the SCCF Marine Lab.  

Dr. Hey will be talking about the 
work done by the Wetland Initiative 
to restore wetlands and also to find 
innovative ways to finance large-scale 
wetland restoration.  The Wetlands 
Initiative is dedicated to restoring the 
wetland resources of the Midwest to 
improve water quality, increase wild-
life habitat and biodiversity, and re-
duce flood damages. 

For years, many believed that 
wetlands were more valuable dry 

than wet and in Illinois, more than 
90% of the wetlands present 200 
years ago are now drained, tiled, 
dammed, or leveed.

Today, the value of wetlands 
needs to be understood in both en-
vironmental and economic terms. 
Wetlands remove pollutants and 
control sediments to provide cleaner 
water. They offer food and shelter to 
a vast array of plants and animals. 

They store floodwaters to reduce the 
cost and misery from flooding. They 
moderate climate change by seques-
tering carbon. And, importantly—
but often overlooked—their vital 
ecosystem services are essential for 
healthy economies.

Please join us in the SCCF Na-
ture Center on Thursday, March 21 
at 7 p.m.  This program is free.

“Moonlight on the Marsh” Distinguished Lecture Series

Donald Hey.  Photo Missouri University of Science and Technology, by Rebekah Raleigh
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The Alien invAsion

Over 500 fish and wildlife species, 1180 plant species and 
who knows how many insects that are not native now live 
and multiply in Florida, after being introduced by humans.  
Some like the pythons in the Everglades are having devas-
tating effects.  Come and learn about Sanibel’s “Alien Inva-
sion.”  Thursday, March 14 and Wednesday, March 20 at 
10 a.m. in the Nature Center. Cost is $5 with members and 
children free.

BeAch WAlks AT The islAnd inn

Meet your SCCF guide in the parking lot of Island Inn at 
3111 West Gulf Drive.  Take a walk on the beach, identify-
ing what the local tides, currents, and winds have depos-
ited for you to see.  Sanibel continues the commitment to 
protect local beaches by leaving the wrack community of 
cast ashore seaweeds and seagrasses that feed the insects, 
shorebirds and beach plants that live there.  This program is 
free to all.  Tuesday, March 5 and 19 at 10 a.m.

Birding AT The Preserves

Both new and experienced birders will enjoy a variety of 
birds in a diversity of wildlife habitats on walks the 2nd 
and 4th Mondays of the month in two island preserves.  
Botany enthusiasts are also welcome to help identify plants 
along the trails.  All walks begin at 8 a.m. but the locations 
do vary.  Walks are free for members and non-members.  
Please call 472-2329 for more information. 
March 11 — For Sanibel Gardens, enter Island Inn  Road 

from Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of the road 
near the trailhead or enter Island Inn Road from West Gulf 
Drive, park near road barrier and short walk to trailhead.

March 25 — Community Park (Mariposa) Trail is on 
conserved lands owned by the City of Sanibel, located 
behind the Sanibel Community Center and abutting 
SCCF’s Frannie’s Preserve.  Meet in the Sanibel Com-
munity House parking lot adjacent to the playground.

BoBcAT TAles

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 

ability to survive close to humans is 
one of the reasons for the bobcat’s 
success.  Rats and mice can make up 
to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  TWednes-
day, March 27 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF 
auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

BuTTerflies of floridA

Come and learn about the life cycles and habits of Flor-
ida’s butterflies, the one insect everyone loves.  Presenter 
LeAnn Beanland is an islander and has a PHD in en-
tomology… so bring all your bug questions.  Program 
photography is by Christine Cook who is a volunteer at 
CorkScrew and the Naples Botanical Gardens.  We will 
visit the butterfly house following the program.  Friday, 
March 1 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF 
members and children attending for free.

cAloosAhATchee oxBoW & riverlore cruise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee, following the river back to a time 
when a waterfall served as the headwaters of the Caloo-
sahatchee.  Guided by Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour ad-
venture departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock & 
Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations and 
payment required.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  For 
reservations, call 472-2329.  Cruises are offered the follow-

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

SCCF March 2013 Program Schedule

SCCF memberships expire on March 31.  If you haven’t already renewed, please visit 
our web site, www.sccf.org or keep an eye out for the Membership renewal mailing, which 
will be coming soon!

It’s March... Time to renew your annual SCCF membership!

Continued on Page 10
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SCCF March 2013 Program Schedule

Big O Birding Festival
   

This year’s Big O Birding Festival will be from Tuesday, 
March 12 through Saturday, March 16.  There will be 
keynote speakers, presentations, workshops and field and 
boat trips.  Visit bigobirdingfestival.com for more info.

Save the Dates:  
21st Annual Tennis Tournament

April 5 - April 7
Second Annual Beer in the Bushes

Saturday, April 20

ing Sundays:in 2013: March 10, April 21 and on Mothers 
Day, Sunday, May 12.

cAloosAhATchee — uPsTreAm By lAnd

Explore the upstream Caloosahatchee by land on a trip 
organized by SCCF and the League of Women Voters.  
On Friday, March 22, stop by W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam 
to meet Rae Ann Wessel and learn some of the river’s his-
tory and current challenges.  Then head up to the SF-
WMD Clewiston field office to meet Governing Board 
member Dan DeLisi and hear the District’s point of view.  
Then head to the Clewiston Museum for a tour with di-
rector Butch Wilson.  You may opt to stay overnight in 
Clewiston and meet before sunrise the next morning for 
a rarely offered birding tour of STA-5.  See story on Page 
13.  For more information, please contact Bob Winters at 
472-1972; to register, please contact Carolyn Gray at 395-
9694. This is a joint effort of SCCF and LWV; registration 
proceeds will be used to help the Clewiston Museum, Hen-
dry County Audubon, LWV and SCCF.  

The ciTy ThAT AlmosT WAsn’T And The sAniBel PlAn  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a com-
prehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural systems.  
This program is the story of the City’s creation and the shaping 
of its future through the Sanibel Report. This work led in turn 
to the Sanibel Vision Statement 
and the Sanibel Plan.  It was 
no accident that this work 
yielded the preservation of 
the phenomenal and boun-
tiful natural resources we 
all enjoy today. Wednesday, 
March 6 and 27 at 2 p.m.  
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

dATe And locATion chAnge for The 
conservATion forum.  

originAlly scheduled for feBruAry 19; 
noW scheduled for mArch 19.

conservATion forum:  vAluing nATure

Join SCCF and the Everglades Foundation Tuesday, March 
19 at 7 p.m. at The Sundial on Sanibel for an engaging 
program on “Valuing Nature:  Everglades to Sanibel and 
Captiva Islands.”  Speaker Dr. Richard Weisskoff is Associ-

ate Professor of Economics in the Department of Interna-
tional Studies at the University of Miami in Coral Gables 
and author of The Economics of Everglades Restoration.  Dr. 
Weisskoff will be joined by Eric Eikenberg, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Everglades Foundation and SCCF’s Rae 
Ann Wessel.  The Sundial, 1451 Middle Gulf Drive.  Pro-
gram at 7 p.m, followed by a panel Q&A and book signing  
Refreshments will be served.  No registration required, program 
is free.  See story on Page 3 for more info about the program.

coyoTe And BeAr TAles

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on 
the island in the past year; the black bear was recently re-
located to northern Florida.  
Come and learn about the 
behaviors of these two new 
species.  Coyotes have now 
moved into every county in 
Florida.  Both human and 
bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty per-
cent of a bear’s diet comes 
from insects and fruits.  Wednesday, March 6 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

diAmondBAck TerrAPin in Pine islAnd sound

SCCF herpetologist, Chris Lechowicz, has been watching 
ornate diamondback terrapin (Malaclemys terrapin) activity 
in Pine Island Sound for nearly 10 years. This spring, Chris 
and his staff will begin a monitoring project on and near 
Sanibel Island involving these elusive creatures.  The dia-

mondback terrapin is 
one of only two brack-
ish water turtle species 
found on the Earth. 
The turtle was nearly 
hunted to extinction 
for human consump-
tion along the east coast 
of the U.S. in the early 
20th century.  Public 
awareness and strict 

regulations have caused this species to rebound their num-
bers over the last 70 years. However, they still face many 
dire challenges in the 21st century to ensure their survival 
in the future.  Monday, March 4, at 2 p.m. The cost is $5 per 
adult with SCCF with SCCF members and children are free. 
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dolPhin And Wildlife AdvenTure cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

The endAngered eAsTern indigo snAke

Eastern Indigo Snakes have not been documented on 
Sanibel since 1990. This summer, the SCCF  habitat 
management crew documented an Indigo that swam 
across Redfish Pass to Captiva from North Captiva where 
SCCF research is now being conducted on this snake that 
eats other snakes.  Come and learn about this endangered 
species from Chris Lechowicz, Wildlife Habitat Manage-
ment Director.  Meet “Indie” the live female indigo that 
lives at the Nature Center.  Friday, March 8 at 10 a.m.  
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

gATor & crocodile TAles

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what 
we must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the 
islands.  Wednesday, March 13 and Tuesday, March 19 at 10 
a.m. at the Nature Center.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

goAT dAiry And hydroPonic fArm field TriP

Did you know that the only goat dairy in Florida to be 
certified Grade A by the USDA is right in our backyard?  
Or that there is a hydroponic farm close by specializing in 
heirloom vegetables?  Get a firsthand look at the Eat Local 
movement on our field trip to visit Umbuzi Goat Farm 
and Rabbit Run Farm in Buckingham in east Lee County.   
Umbuzi’s cheeses have won awards from the American 
Cheese Society and Rabbit Run’s vegetables are on the 
menu at several local restaurants.  Cheese and produce 
will be available for purchase during the tour.  Thursday, 
March 7.  Registration in advance required, please call 
472-2329.  Tour begins at Rabbit Run Farm in Buck-
ingham at 9:30 a.m. Cost is $10 per person.  

mArine science:  All hAnds on deck!
Join us for a partnership boat trip with SCCF and Captiva 
Cruises.  Help handle the trawl as we search for the crea-
tures of the sea grasses.  Cruise by the submerged RECON 
unit that supplies data about the Redfish Pass area.  Tune 
in your smart phones to get the latest weather from our 
station posted high atop a channel marker.  Join in with 
SCCF’s Marine Lab staff as they share the stories of their re-
search and investigations in Pine Island Sound.  Thursday, 
March 28, 4:30 - 6 p.m.  Cost $40 per person.  Reservations 
required; please call Captiva Cruises at 472-5300.

“moonlighT on The mArsh” lecTure series

Donald L. Hey, Ph.D., Founder of The Wetlands Initia-
tive and Des Plaines River Wetland Demonstration Proj-
ect in Chicago will talk about his work with nutrients 
in midwestern wetland areas in “Nutrient Farming in the 
American Midwest to Protect the Gulf of Mexico.”  This 
talk, part of the Moonlight on the March Distinguished 
Lecture series, is sponsored by FGCU Everglades Wet-
land Research Park and the SCCF Marine Lab.  Thursday, 
March 21 at 7 p.m. at the SCCF Nature Center.  Free.  See 
story on Page 8 for more info.

oWl TAles

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-

prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and 
Barn Owls nest in tree cavities made by 
woodpeckers or nest boxes.  Will the 
Barn Owls use the nest box on the side 
of the Nature Center this year?  Island 
Screech owls are in the courting phase 
with males guarding territory and call-
ing to females.  Thursday, March 21 at 
10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with 

SCCF members and children attending for free.

SCCF March 2013 Program Schedule

Photo by Suzy Carroll Continued on Page 13

Pine islAnd sound indigo snAke ProjecT uPdATe

Survey trips: 11
Snakes caught: 9 (all male)
Longest Indigo: 220 cm (7.2 ft)
Heaviest Indigo: 1895 g (4.18 lbs)

Research Project being 
conducted by Wildlife 
Habitat Management 
staff
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SCCF March 2013 Program Schedule
PhoTos:  cAndids By Bill heyd

Island photographer Bill Heyd shares his candid photos 
of bobcats, great horned owls and eagles.  Friday, March 
15 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF 
members and children attending for free.

shoreBird WAlks AT The sAniBel inn

Meet your SCCF guide poolside at the Sanibel Inn,  937 
East Gulf Drive.  Learn the stories of the shorebirds you 
encounter.  Some have migrated thousands of miles to local 
beaches.  Sanibel continues the commitment to protect lo-
cal beaches by leaving the wrack community of cast ashore 
seaweeds and seagrasses that feed the insects, shorebirds 
and beach plants that live there.  This program is free to all.  
Tuesday, March 5 and 19 at 5 p.m., and Wednesday, March 
13 and 27 at 8 a.m.

snoWy Plovers 
Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
March 14 and 28 at 2 p.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free. 

sunseT, moonlighT And WAding Birds cruise

This quiet cruise will allow passengers to drift near feeding 
wading birds as they prepare for their nightly migration. 
This is a rare opportunity to visit a secluded area of Pine Is-
land Sound away from the hustle and bustle of Captiva and 
the nearby mainland. Dress for the weather, bring binocu-
lars. Sunset is at 6:25, we will travel back across the water in 
the reflective, quiet, quarter moonlight. Thurssday, March 
14 and Tuesday, March 26 from 7 - 9 p.m..  Cost $40 per pas-
senger; reservations can be made by calling Captiva Cruises at 
472-5300.  This is a cooperative trip with part of the proceeds 
going to support environmental education at SCCF. 

TAnk TAlk 
The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snap-
ping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby 
box turtles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided 
tour to learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, 
March 5 and 26 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

If you’ve been meaning to explore along the upstream Ca-
loosahatchee, March 22 and 23 will be a good opportunity 
to do so. The League of Women Voters has teamed up with 
SCCF to put together a trip to better understand life upstream.

On March 22, the group will first at Franklin Lock, just 
off State Road 80.  SCCF’s Natural Resource Policy Direc-
tor, Rae Ann Wessel will share some of her river lore and 
discuss the challenges of today.

After a picnic lunch, travelers will head east to meet 
South Florida Water Management District Governing 
Board member Dan DeLisi at the Clewiston Field Office; 
the SFWMD is the state’s largest water management dis-
trict.  Dan and the staff will explain the District’s role.

The final stop for day one is the Clewiston Museum to 
meet director Butch Wilson, long-time resident and story 
teller extraordinaire. Exhibits tell the story of Clewiston.  The 
museum also serves as headquarters for the Chamber of Com-
merce, so visitors can review things to see and do in Clewiston, 

like drive to the top of the Hoover Dike. Butch is willing to 
stay after the museum’s regular closing time to answer ques-
tions people may have about life on Lake Okeechobee.

Those people choosing to spend the night in Clewis-
ton, will join other early risers for a trip out to Stormwater 
Treatment Area #5 (STA 5), a world famous place for bird 
watching that is not regularly open for public use.  On day 
two, local resident Margaret England will serve as guide.  
Bring your spotting scopes and binoculars!

The trip is $40 for members of LWV or SCCF and 
$45 for non-members, excluding lodging and meals.  Pack 
a lunch for the stopover at Franklin Lock.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Bob Winters at 472-1972; to reg-
ister, please contact Carolyn Gray at 395-9694. This is a 
joint effort of SCCF and LWV; registration proceeds will 
be used to help the Clewiston Museum, Hendry County 
Audubon, LWV and SCCF.

Explore the Upstream Caloosahatchee by Land on a Two-Day Trip

Continued on Page 14
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On Your Own at the Nature Center
BuTTerfly house

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.  
humAn uses of floridA nATive PlAnTs

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.   

WAlking TrAils & oBservATion ToWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.  Guided Trail Walks offered Tuesday - Friday at 11 a.m.  

Wildlife exhiBiTs

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look 
at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty 
the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.

Tides, currenTs And The floridA shelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day, this program 

may be of interest to 
you. If you have won-
dered why you can 
see sea grasses when 
the tide chart says it is 
high tide, you may be 
interested in this pro-
gram.  In the past few 
years more people 
have become aware 
of the Florida Shelf. 
Where is it and why 
is it important?  This 

is an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, 
the moon orbits and the winds blow. Wednesday, March 
20 at 2 p.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. 
Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

TurTle TrAcks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, March 7 and 28 at 
10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

Weeds And seeds

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, vis-
iting different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, 
and are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group 
will meet at the Nature Center porch.  Depending on the 
location visited, you may need parking money.  Please 
bring a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed 
shoes with socks.  For more information, please contact 
Elaine Jacobson at 395-1878.  Mondays at 8:45 a.m., meet 
at the base of the Nature Center porch.  Walks are free but 
donations to SCCF are welcome.

WhAT is ThAT gloB on The BeAch?
Ever wonder what sea pork and sea squirts are? Have you 
ever seen something on a beach thought it was oil and 
then been told it’s a tunicate? Would you like to learn a 
little bit about what washes up on the beach? Join Marine 
Lab Director, Dr. Eric Milbrandt to learn about what you 
see on the beach and where it came from when it was 
alive.  Hear how those seagrass-dwelling tunicates (globs) 
around Sanibel  influence water quality. See underwater 
video taken in local waters. Friday, March 22 at 10 a.m. in 
the Nature Center.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

SCCF March 2013 Program Schedule

Florida Shelf
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Craft Beer Tasting
  

Craft beer from Sanibel’s own
  

  

with

Live Music by Uproot Hootenanny
  

 Great Sunset, Dancing, Bar Food & Games   

Saturday, April 20   

7-9ish at the Nature Center
$30 in advance -- $40 at the door

Call 472-2329
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
       
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			
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Marine Laboratory:  Red Tide Lingers on Sanibel and Captiva

SCCF MeMber Update

april 2013

By Dr. Eric Milbrandt, Marine Lab Director and Dr. Rick Bartleson, Marine Lab Research Scientist

the culprit  
Karenia brevis, the Florida 
red tide organism

probable victims...
Rare pygmy sperm whale found on Cayo Costa

During September and October 2012, there were high-volume re-
leases from the Franklin Lock.  About 50% of the water was coming 
from Lake Okeechobee and 50% from the Caloosahatchee’s own wa-
tershed. The plume from these releases extended down past Fort Myers 
and the Shell Point RECON and out into the Gulf of Mexico.  Salini-
ties at the Gulf of Mexico RECON decreased from 35 to 32 by Octo-
ber, with minimum salinities as low as 22 (see graph on page 2). 

A large red tide bloom was identified from Pinellas County (Tampa) 
to the Florida Keys in November and, at least initially, the high volume 
freshwater flows kept the bloom offshore (see NOAA images on page 
2). However, the bloom crept onshore and dead fish and patches of 
red tide were observed on field trips by November 2012.  A patch of 
the bloom has persisted in the bay and off of Sanibel from November 
through February 2013.

What is Red Tide?
The Florida red tide is caused by a toxin producing single-celled, 

photosynthetic dinoflagellate named Karenia brevis.
See Page 2

Manatee rescued at Manatee Park.  Photo  
by Red Rubino, a volunteer with FWC’s 
Marine Mammal stranding network.
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2012 2009

September 8 through December 15, 2012

September 12 through December 19, 2009

The 2009 chart has been skewed so that the lines for 36 psu 
and 30 psu are aligned with the 2012 graph.  The low salini-
ties in September and October 2012 show how much fresh-
water was coming into the Gulf from the Caloosahatchee.

36 psu
35 psu — average salinity      of seawater

30 psu

  Salinities at SCCF’s Gulf of Mexico RECON sensor

Snapshots of red tide off the coast on December 20, 2012 (left); January 22, 2013 (middle) and February 14, 2013 (right) 
from NOAA.  The red shows a high presence of chorophyll a, an indicator of an algal bloom.

K. brevis can reach high cell densities (bloom) in the 
Gulf and inland waters along Florida's southwest coast. 
At very high densities the blooms can color the water. 
The toxins that K. brevis produces can be accumulat-

ed by planktivores and filter feeding invertebrates and 
passed on up the food chain to turtles, birds, dolphins, 
manatees and whales. The toxins can also be fatal to fish 
when absorbed by their gills. 

...What is Red Tide — continued  from Page 1

Dec. 20, 2012 Jan. 22, 2013 Feb. 14, 2013
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More Effects of Red Tide
During this bloom, two batches of 1,000 shrimp were 

killed on Sanibel when they put into into water drawn 
from the bay which contained high concentrations of bre-
vetoxins.  Strong onshore winds during the same week in 
late February have caused respiratory irritation for beach 
goers and scores of dead fish washed ashore.  A rare pyg-
my sperm whale was also found on south Cayo Costa and 
identified by the Marine Lab staff; the cause of death was 
presumably the red tide and associated toxins. 

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) staff report 155 local manatee deaths; not all are con-
firmed to have been caused by red tide but red tide is suspect.  
Water testing by SCCFs Marine Lab indicates no red tide pres-
ent upstream in the Caloosahatchee at this time.  However, 
manatees must travel downstream to feed on seagrass beds at 
the mouth of the river and beyond due to minimal tape grass 
available for forage upriver in their wintering grounds.  

Manatees contract brevetoxicosis from filter feed-
ers they ingest that are attached to seagrass blades. The 
filter feeders, including bryozoans, ciliates and tunicates 
concentrate the toxins.  While the filter feeders are not 
affected by the toxins they are harmful to manatees  and 
sea turtles.

Marine Lab Red Tide Sampling
The Marine Lab has established a network of dedi-

cated volunteers to collect samples in several regions 
throughout Sanibel and Captiva islands. Samples are col-
lected and counted every day or every other day to help 
the membership and our research partners determine the 
extent and concentration of Karenia brevis around the is-
lands.  This effort is being led by Dr. Rick Bartleson, who 
counts 5-10 samples daily during active red tide events.  
Dr. Bartleson has also been measuring the levels of the 
toxins using immunoassays when possible.

Red Tide, Nutrients and the Caloosahatchee?
Karenia needs nutrients (Nitrogen, Phosphorus, 

and Iron) for growth. These nutrients come from many 
sources including land runoff.

The Caloosahatchee River delivers over 1,000 met-
ric tons of nitrogen/yr to the Estuary and Gulf, the ma-
jority coming from fertilizer and agriculture from an 
enlarged watershed. This loading rate is much higher 

than other estuaries. These nutrients support other 
HABs besides Karenia and also increase the severity of 
hypoxic events. Tampa Bay and Chesapeake Bay are 
examples of how nutrient loading reduction can sig-
nificantly improve water quality.  The Caloosahatchee 
freshwater TMDL is in the process of being set; the es-
tuary, or tidal TMDL, has been set and specifies a 23% 
reduction in nitrogen.

Health Tips:
Red tide blooms can be patchy. So on Sanibel, when 

one beach has aerosol toxins, another may not.  When 
winds are blowing onshore and bringing sea spray, tox-
ins may be aerosolized and cause throat irritation or re-
spiratory symptoms.
1. Most people can swim in red tide, but it can cause 

skin irritation and burning eyes. If your skin is easily 
irritated, avoid red tide water.  If you experience ir-
ritation, get out and thoroughly wash off with fresh 
water. Swimming near dead fish is not recommended.  

2. Symptoms from breathing red tide toxins usually in-
clude coughing, sneezing, and teary eyes.  For most 
people, symptoms are temporary when red tide tox-
ins are in the air.  Wearing a particle filter mask may 
lessen the effects, and research shows that using over-
the-counter antihistamines may decrease your symp-
toms.  Check the marine forecast.  Fewer toxins are 
in the air when the wind is blowing offshore.

3. People with chronic respiratory problems like asth-
ma and COPD should avoid red tide areas.  If you 
have symptoms that persist, seek medical attention.

Seafood Safety Tips:
1. Commercial seafood found in restaurants and gro-

cery stores is safe because it comes from red tide-free 
water and is monitored by the government.

2. Recreational fishermen must be careful:
•	Do not eat mollusks (clams or oysters) taken from 

red tide waters, as they contain toxins that cause a 
food poisoning called NSP (Neurotoxic Shellfish 
Poisoning).

•	Finfish caught live can be eaten if filleted.
•	Use common sense.  Harvesting distressed or dead 

animals is not advised under any circumstances. 
Do not consume filter feeders such as oysters and 
clams that you collect.  The meat of the crabs you 
collect can be eaten. 

Information about current Harmful Algal Bloom conditions: http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/hab/
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Florida’s 60-day legislative session began on March 
6th and kicked off with two bad bills by agricultural in-
terests scheduled for a vote in the first few days of session.  
Stay tuned for alerts and other comment opportunities:   
our state’s resources need your voice to speak for them.  
It’s our money they are spending so let’s make sure they 
hear our priorities.  This is a list of just a few of the early 
bills of interest this session that we are tracking.

Water Supply
Senate Bill 948 by Senator Grimsley and HB 1063 by 

Rep. Hutson, as written, would effectively set the stage for 
granting new water rights to agricultural users during peri-
ods of drought and promote irrigation over other uses dur-
ing water shortages. We already suffer from policy decisions 
that deliver water to agricultural users while the estuary gets 
starved of water and killed with algae blooms.  We must 
prevent this kind of damage from becoming legal.  

The bill would increase the likelihood that water flow-
ing to springs and pooling in lakes and wetlands will be 
used for industrial level irrigation, and increases the power 
of other self-supplier industrial users in the planning pro-
cess.  It does nothing to advance the cause of conservation 
and efficient water use or help our natural resources that 
also need water.  This bill unfairly establishes a hierarchy 
of water availability and rights for agriculture while our 
state's natural resource needs are completely overlooked.   
Florida law establishes that Florida’s water belongs to all 
Floridians.  This bill will escalate water wars by empower-
ing users already protected by permits and other legisla-
tive protections while our state's natural resources suffer 
from lack of water and have no protections from permit 
or allocation designated in the state's water supply plans. 

Water Quality
PCS SAC 13-01 is a proposed Committee bill spon-

sored by the sugar industry that would insulate Everglades 
Agricultural Area (EAA) farmers from having to do any-
thing more to pay for or clean up their own pollution by 
codifying in law that Best management Practices (BMPs) 
are effectively reducing phosphorus pollution.  This bill 
weakens Everglades cleanup efforts and shifts the bill for 
cleaning up agricultural pollution to taxpayers.

Currently BMPs in the EAA allow individual farm-
ers to discharge massive amounts of phosphorus – some-
times 500, 700, or even more than 1,000 parts per billion 

(PPB) phosphorus when the state water quality standard 
is only 10 ppb.  Nearly 3,000 tons of phosphorus fertilizer 
is used in the EAA annually, and this massive use of fertil-
izer is a major cause of Everglades pollution.

Another provision of the Sugar Industry's bill removes 
from law a longstanding legal requirement that farms take 
extra steps to control pollution if the water coming off 
their land causes or contributes to violations of water 
quality standards.

Senate Bill 768 by Senator Simpson is a good bill 
proposed by Governor Rick Scott and the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection that would codify 
the recent agreement between the State of Florida and the 
federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on a new 
Everglades water quality cleanup plan and help to facili-
tate its completion. 

Conservation/Land Acquisition
Senate Bill 584 by Senator Hays and HB901 by Rep-

resentative Stone says “The State may purchase land for 
conservation purposes only if an equal amount of public 
property not being held in conservation is returned or sold 
at fair market value to the private sector.”  This provision 
would also apply to counties and municipalities.  The bill 
would end Florida Forever and curtail conservation land 
acquisition in Florida. 

This legislation would prohibit state and local agen-
cies from purchasing additional conservation lands un-
less an equal amount of acreage held by those agencies 
was sold.  This would not only severely restrict new land 
acquisition, but would also restrict efforts to protect and 
restore springs and wetlands, create new state and local 
parks, enhance military base buffers, and provide eco-
nomic benefits to local and state governments from con-
servation and recreation programs.

Senator Hays is chairman of the Senate Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on General Government that decides 
state environmental spending.  The challenge is to per-
suade him to put funds in the budget for Florida Forever 
and set aside this punitive bill.  

Ask Senator Hays and the Senate Environmental Pres-
ervation and Conservation Committee to set aside SB 584 
and focus attention and energy on positive actions that en-
hance the economy, recovery and future of Florida such as 
funding for the Florida Forever program that has a track re-
cord of enhancing the public interest by protecting natural 

Natural Resource Policy Update: Florida 2013 Legislative Session
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
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resources, water supply, and environmental protection that 
feeds our state’s tourism economy.

Local Government Pre-emption
House Bill 203 by Beshears/Edwards would prohibit 

local government from regulating bona fide agricultural 
activities and/or charging assessment fees related to such 
activities.

Budget
•	 Florida Forever – The Governor’s proposed budget 

contains $75 million in funding for the many pro-
grams associated with Florida Forever. Of this amount, 
$50 million would come from the sale of surplus state 
lands, and $25 million would be new money from 
General Revenue.

•	 Everglades – The Governor’s proposed budget contains 
$60 Million, including $32 million for a new water 
quality plan, and $28 million for projects that are ei-
ther underway or shovel ready.

•	
Fertilizer Pre-emption
As of this writing there is no pre-emption of fertilizer 
regulation yet filed, an issue we have been fighting since 

1997.  Stay tuned as the session continues, this is only the 
beginning! 

SFWMD Land Assessment Surplusing Continues
The South Florida Water Management District (SF-

WMD) has opened a new round of reviews for comments 
on state land surplussing in the lower Kissimmee and 
Okeechobee regions, including the Clewiston Boat Ramp 
and Sportsman’s Village near Moore Haven.  You can find 
maps and details on each parcel on their website:  http://
www.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/xweb%20protect-
ing%20and%20restoring/land%20assessment

The comment period is open through March 18th  
and comments must be submitted through their online 
comment form:  http://my.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/
xweb protecting and restoring/land assessment

Each parcel requires a separate comment form.  Watch 
this land assessment page for the future comment periods 
that will include the entire west coast region.  

A Fresh Start for the Caloosahatchee?

2012-2013
Annual Fund Drive

$445K

$205K
  to go!

$650K

As of 3/1/13

As you read this monthly Update and those you have received since last sum-
mer, we hope one thing is clear.

Whether you're reading about SCCF's educational programs, its natural re-
source policy work to ensure water quality, the research and monitoring done by the 
SCCF Marine Laboratory, our achievements in protecting wildlife and their habi-
tat, or the continuing activities to restore the Bailey Homestead Preserve and make 
it the new home of the SCCF Native Plant Nursery — no matter what interests 
you most, all these accomplishments would not be possible without your support. 
We really mean that.

As of March 1, SCCF needs to raise $205,000 before July 1 to fully fund its 
annual operating budget. If you haven't contributed to the Annual Fund Drive yet, 
please make your tax-deductible gift today. If you have contributed and can pos-
sibly make a second gift, it will be most appreciated. If you have questions or need 
another reply envelope or stock transfer instructions, please contact Cheryl Giattini 
at 395-2768 or Erick Lindblad at 472-2329.

Only YOU Can Help Us Reach Our Funding Goal!

Policy -- Continued from left

See Policy on Page 10
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Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

SCCF April 2013 Program Schedule

Beer in The BuSheS

The Sanibel-Captiva Trust Company presents the 2nd 
Annual Beer in the Bushes. This Craft Beer Tasting will 
feature Sanibel’s own Point Ybel Brewery. One of the six 
beers served will be a special brew designed to celebrate 
SCCF.  Party with live music by Uproot Hootenanny, 
dancing, Island BBQ and games while enjoying a great 
sunset from SCCF’s boardwalk and trails.  Many thanks 
for the generous support also provided by Island BBQ 
and Red White & Brew.  Saturday, April 20 from 7 to 
9ish at the Nature Center. Advance reservation requested:  
$30 in advance, $40 at the door.  Call 472-2329.  
 

BoBcaT TaleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, April 24 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

calooSahaTchee oxBoW & riverlore cruiSe

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee, following the river back to a time 
when a waterfall served as the headwaters of the Caloo-
sahatchee.  Guided by Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour ad-
venture departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock & 
Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations and 
payment required.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  For 
reservations, call 472-2329.  The last cruises of the season are 
offered on Sunday, April 21 and on Mothers Day, Sunday, 
May 12.  Cruises will begin again in November.

The ciTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T and The SaniBel plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural sys-
tems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and the 
shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This work 
led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the Sanibel 
Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the preserva-
tion of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we all 
enjoy today. Wednesday, April 10 at 2 p.m.  Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

coyoTe and Bear TaleS

A coyote and a Florida black bear were documented on the 

island in the past year; the black bear was recently relocated 
to northern Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors of 
these two new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every 
county in Florida.  Both human and bear populations are 
growing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes 
from insects and fruits.  Wednesday, April 3 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

dolphin and WildliFe advenTure cruiSeS

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

endangered SpecieS in our area

Florida has 133 animal species and 565 plants listed as 
threatened or endangered.  Come and learn about local 
listed species like the Smalltooth Sawfish, Kemp’s ridley 
sea turtle, the Eastern Indigo snake, and a group of rare 
plants found by Calusa Indian mounds.  Tuesday, April 2  
at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.
 

gaTor & crocodile TaleS

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what 
we must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the 
islands.  Wednesday, April 10 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

hurricaneS!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted 
the coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, 
rushed through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of 
Pine Island on Friday the 13 in August 2004.  It followed 
the warm water of Charlotte Harbor and made landfall 

Photo by Suzy Carroll

Continued on Page 8
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SCCF April 2013 Program Schedule

On Your Own at the Nature Center
BuTTerFly houSe

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.  
huMan uSeS oF Florida naTive planTS

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.   

Walking TrailS & oBServaTion ToWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a bird’s 
eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.  Guided Trail Walks offered Tuesday - Friday at 11 a.m. through April 12.  

WildliFe exhiBiTS

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look 
at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty 
the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.

again over Punta Gorda.  Wildlife, vegetation and human 
existence on these islands have been shaped by tropical 
storms.  Storms in 1873, 1910, 1945, and others rear-
ranged sand and with each swipe, they re-sculpted the is-
lands.  What makes the storms behave as they do? If you 
know, you’re smarter than hundreds of supercomputers 
that spew out what are called spaghetti models.  These 
massive calculators try to analyze where a storm may go 
and how strong it may be when it gets there.  The mod-
els have saved countless lives, but the projected cone can 
be wrong about 40% of the time, according to our local 
county emergency managers. Our growth in technology 
has improved communication but humans can do noth-
ing to alter the path of these powerful storms.  Wednesday, 
April 17 at 2 p.m.  $5 for non-members; members and children 
17 and under are free.  

SnoWy ploverS 
Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Thursdays, 
April 4 and 18 at 2 p.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  
Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free. 
 

Tank Talk 
The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, April 9 
and 23 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.

21ST annual SccF TenniS TournaMenT

Join us for one of the premier tennis tournaments on the 
islands, celebrating its 21st year!  Played at The Dunes 
on Saturday - Sunday, April 6 - 7.  Players and Spon-
sors Courtside Happy Hour on Saturday at 5 p.m.  All 
entrants will receive tournament T-shirts and first place 
winners and finalists will receive an etched glass piece cre-
ated by Luc Century.  To register or for more information, 
please call tournament co-chairs Lisa Cochrane (239/246-
8875) or Warren Schwab (239/395-8774).  Thank you to 
Barbara Chappell and FineMark National Bank & Trust 
as our first two lead sponsors to be announced.

TideS, currenTS and The Florida ShelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just en-
joying the view of the water, tides and currents affect most 
of our lives daily.  If you have wondered why the islands 
sometimes have just one tide a day, this program may be 
of interest to you. If you have wondered why you can see 
sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide, you may 
be interested in this program.  In the past few years more 
people have become aware of the Florida Shelf. Where is 
it and why is it important?  This is an introduction how 
water behaves as the earth spins, the moon orbits and the 
winds blow. Wednesday, April 3 and 24 at 2 p.m. Members 
and children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per adult, 
with members and children free.

TurTle TrackS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, April 11 and 25 at 10 
a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and chil-
dren, $5 for non-members.
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Craft Beer Tasting
  

Featuring the Support of these Generous Sponsors
  

  

with

Live Music by Uproot Hootenanny
  

Great Sunset, Dancing, BBQ & Games   

Saturday, April 20   

7-9ish 
SCCF Nature Center, Boardwalks and Trails

3333 San-Cap Road

$30 in advance -- $40 at the door
Call 472-2329

Thanks to The Grog Shop

presents
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Hello!  As you may or may not already know, my name is Calli 
Thompson and I’m one of the Native Plant Nursery interns.  You may 
have seen me around SCCF a bit since I started my internship around 
the end of January, and boy, have I learned a lot in a month!  I’m origi-
nally a Midwestern girl who hails from Lake Elmo, Minnesota where I 
grew up and learned my love for plants at a very young age.  I continued 
to expand my plant knowledge when I decided to attend the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, from which I’ve since graduated with a triple 
major in Botany, Biological Aspects of Conservation, and Environmen-
tal Studies.  Throughout my college years I had the opportunity to study 
and live in Mexico, Costa Rica, and Brazil where I discovered my inter-
est in subtropical/tropical plants and ecosystems along with my love for 
Latin culture (especially dancing!).  Because of these acquired passions, 
I decided to search for positions in sub-tropical/tropical areas.  During 
the search, I came across SCCF and thought the Native Plant Nursery 
would be a fantastic place to start learning more about plants and habi-
tats of regions similar to those of some Latin American countries.  This 
internship is helping me discover more about the unique environment 

Meet our New Nursery Intern

February was an interesting month with the an-
nouncement by the SFWMD that they will initiate a 
stakeholder visioning process for the Caloosahatchee to 
collaboratively develop a vision for the watershed that 
focuses on the ecological conditions of the system.  To 
moderate the process the District has contracted the Con-
sensus Building Institute (CBI) to design and lead this 
stakeholder-based process.  CBI is a not-for-profit group 
recognized worldwide for their skill and success in con-
sensus building and mediation of environmental issues. 
CBI has worked on a number of water-related issues in 
Florida over the years. 

In other District news, our Governing Board repre-
sentative Dan Delisi resigned from the Board and has ac-
cepted a staff position with the District, serving as the 
Chief of Staff for Executive Director Melissa Meeker.  
We thank Dan for his investment of time and interest in 
getting diverse stakeholders together to work on solving 
some of our west coast issues.  

Now the process begins for interested parties to apply 
to the Governor for appointment to the Board to repre-
sent Lee and Collier Counties.  

Petition Drive – Calling all Florida Voters
SCCF is committed to help collect voter signatures 

to get the Florida Water and Land Amendment on the 

November, 2014 ballot.
Purpose:  The amend-

ment would dedicate fund-
ing for water and land con-
servation, management and 
restoration by amending 
the state constitution.  The 
amendment sets aside one-
third (33%) of Florida’s ex-
isting documentary stamp 
tax revenues (paid when real 
estate is sold) and guaran-
tees that these funds can be 
used only for conservation purposes.

This is not a new tax, it just designates a share of cur-
rently collected taxes.

Why Is it Needed:  To ensure a dedicated fund for 
conservation to keep the legislature from defunding tre-
mendously successful programs like Florida Forever.  

What We Need: 676,811 verified Florida voters 
signed petitions by Sept 2013

Join Us and Take Action: Come into the Nature Cen-
ter and sign a petition today to help us protect and pre-
serve Florida’s unique natural heritage for tomorrow.  

Calli Thompson

Policy -- Continued from Page 5

of Sanibel and I’m excited for what knowl-
edge the coming months will bring!
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The Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission released the preliminary totals for  the 2012 sea 
turtle nesting season to over 400 people at the annual 
Florida marine turtle permit holder meeting. As many 
suspected, 2012 was a record year for loggerhead turtles. 
Statewide, there were 98,601 nests- the largest number 
of nests laid since the state began recording nesting to-
tals in 1979. A total of 6,409,048 loggerhead hatchlings 
were produced! Green and leatherback turtles also had a 
good year with 9,617 and 1,712 nests respectively. The 
state even had nests laid by Kemp’s ridley and hawks-
bills, both rare nesters in Florida.

These nesting numbers continue the increasing trend 
for leatherback and green turtle nesting in the state. The 
picture is much more complicated for the loggerhead. An 
increase in nesting has been seen over the last few years, 
making everyone hopeful that this is the start of a reverse 
in the sharp decline in nesting seen in the 2000’s. 

The news regarding sea turtle strandings was also 
positive. Last year had the lowest number of strandings 
in four years. Statewide 465 live sea turtles were brought 
into rehab facilities. 177 did not survive, but 130 have 
already been released and many have required extended 
care and await release when they are healthy enough. 

Sea Turtle 2012 Nesting Season Statewide
By Amanda Bryant, Sea Turtle Coordinator

Above:  An early morning nesting Green turtle on Sanibel.  
Below:  Hatchling makes its way to the Gulf.  Left below:  
Sea turtle nest the morning after a hatch, with the tracks of 
hatchlings heading out to the Gulf. 

Sanibel finished out the 2012 nesting season with 314 loggerhead nests, one green turtle nest, and 660 false 
crawls (all loggerhead). Captiva had a total of 117 nests and 170 false crawls, all were from loggerhead turtles. 

Hatch success was not nearly as good as we would have hoped after having so many nests laid, but that was 
due to Tropical Storms Debby and Isaac. Sanibel and Captiva had 99 and 36 nests hatch, respectively, with over 
9,000 hatchlings reaching the Gulf.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
       
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			

NON PROFIT
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SCCF MeMber Update

May - JUne 2013

Native landscapes rapidly con-
verted to housing developments. De-
forestation, roadway building, wetland 
removal, and dramatic alteration of nat-
ural creeks and streams are all included 
in the equation for “development.”  
Before development “improved” our 
native landscapes, rainfall would be 
intercepted by vegetation, be absorbed 
in natural detritus and redirected down 
through the soil to recharge aquifers 
and wetlands.  A very low percentage 
of stormwater (less than 5%) actually 
flowed off the natural landscape as sur-
face water.  This rainwater runoff con-
tained low concentrations of nutrients 
(nitrogen and phosphorus) because 
most of the nutrients had been ab-
sorbed by the living plants and animals 
in the natural landscape. 

Now, after development, 30-
100% of rainwater runoff flows off 
of “improved” landscapes which are 
sparsely vegetated and largely impervi-
ous.  With this increase in stormwater 
runoff comes large quantities of nu-
trients from our fertilized lawns, golf 

courses and agricultural areas. 
Per ordinances and laws, devel-

opers are required to plan for the in-
creased water volume that develop-
ment brings to prevent flooding and 
other downstream problems. Most 
developments contain some type of 
stormwater system which catches the 

slugs of rainfall and releases them into 
the watershed more gradually than if 
they were allowed to flow unhindered.  
If you live in a south Florida devel-
opment which has lakes, those lakes 
(called stormwater ponds) are most 
likely part of a stormwater system, 

Marine Laboratory & Native Plant Nursery:  
Creating a Wetland in a Stormwater Pond

By Mark Thompson, Marine Lab Research Associate

See Lab on Page 2

Above:  The plants on this man-made floating “island” will help improve the water 
quality in this pond at The Dunes.  Here, the fully planted mat is about to be an-
chored in place.  Below left:  Bringing the mat to the pond.  Below right:  Planting 
from the center out on one side of the mat, unrolling as needed.
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replacing the wetlands that the land-
scape once had. Homeowners think of 
them as lakes which were put there to 
increase their property value. 

Now that 15-30 years have passed 
since many of these stormwater ponds 
have been installed, the accumulation 
of nutrients has resulted in thick algae 
blooms, low oxygen levels, fish kills 
and generally unpleasing conditions 
for those living on the lakes.  The 
current challenge is to take ponds de-
signed merely to store water and find a 
way to remove nutrients, which cause 
the new problems. 

Before, wetlands handled nutrient 
loads by incorporating the nutrients 
in plants and releasing some nutrients 
into the atmosphere through microbial 
action. Nutrient-remediating plants are 
often completely removed from modern 
stormwater ponds due to “aesthetics” 
and the problems are magnified.  

Enter floating islands. The idea 
behind floating islands is to provide 
the nutrient removal benefits of wet-

land plants to a stormwater pond. 
They are simply potted wetland plants 
which float on a buoyant mat allowing 
their roots to absorb nutrients directly 
from the water. This is hydroponics on 
a large scale. Up to 5-10% of a lake’s 
surface area is covered by these mats 
of floating plants, which remove nu-
trients from the water and incorporate 

them in the plants.  Plants are later 
harvested by trimming, thus removing 
nutrients from the stormwater pond. 
Eventually nutrient concentrations 
and the resulting algae bloom prob-
lems are reduced. In March, SCCF’s 
Native Plant Nursery, with support 
from Beemats of New Smyrna Beach, 

Deborah La Gorce
Ran Niehoff
Philip Puschel

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Linda Uhler - President
Patti Jurney-Sousa - Vice President
Martha Siders - Secretary
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Kristie Anders
Amanda Bryant
Cheryl Giattini

Chris Lechowicz
 Erick Lindblad
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Mark Thompson
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2013
Bill Burch
Claude C. Crawford, PhD
Ron Gibson
Doris Holzheimer

Robbie Roepstorff
Paul F. Roth
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR

Lab -- Continued from Page 1

Above left:  Setting anchor lines in the mat.  Above right:   Dragging the mat out into the lake.  Below:  Within a week or 
two, birds including herons, egrets and moorhens were using the mat.

See Lab on Page 4
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The diamondback terrapin 
(Malaclemys terrapin) is a brackish 
water turtle species. They range from 
Cape Cod, MA to Corpus Christi, 
TX along the eastern and Gulf sea-
board in salt marshes and mangrove 
systems. There are seven subspecies 
with this group and five of them oc-
cur in Florida. The local subspecies 
found in Lee County is the ornate 
diamondback terrapin (M.t. mac-
rospilota). Males are approximately 
4-5 inches and females are about 6-8 
inches in length. The salinity of their 
environment is dynamic due to rain-
fall, and as a result they can live in 
pure sea water or mostly freshwater 
for extended periods of time. These 
turtles are protected from commer-
cialization in the state of Florida as 
well as most states in their range.

Terrapins were heavily exploited 
in the early 20th century for their 
meat. In the 1920s they were in high 
demand, going for as much as $125 
per pound. Populations were mostly 
depleted in the northeast U.S. by the 
beginning of the Great Depression 
(which caused the terrapin market to 
crash).  State protections and the De-
pression caused less pressure on ter-
rapin populations and they have been 
rebounding ever since.  However, crab 
trapping has caused populations along 
the east coast to be affected.   Terra-
pins enter crab pots because they are 
attracted to the bait, and subsequently 
drown in the traps.  Abandoned traps, 
known as “ghost traps” continue to 
catch and drown terrapins in many ar-
eas of the country still.  The creation 
of a BRD (bycatch reduction device) 
was developed by some terrapin re-
searchers to be installed on the crab 
traps to prevent larger terrapins (most-
ly females) from entering the traps and 

drowning.  Installation of BRD’s has 
been tested and does not reduce the 
number of crabs caught in crab traps. 
These are mandatory in some states 
but have yet to be enacted in Florida.

SCCF has partnered with the 
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC), J.N. “Ding” 

Wildlife Habitat Management:  Diamondback Terrapin Project
By Chris Lechowicz, Wildlife Habitat Management Director/Herpetologist

Above:  Hatchling diamondback terrapin from Sanibel Island.  Below:  SCCF 
intern Tony Henehan prepares to deploy a modified crab trap used to capture ter-
rapins for the study.  This particular design, provided by FWC, prevents terrapins 
from drowning.

See Terrapin on Page 4
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installed the first floating island on a stormwater pond in 
the Dunes. Resident Thelma Clark initiated this project 
after a consultation with Jenny Evans in hopes that this 
first island will provide inspiration to other homeowners 
to help clean up the problem which excess fertilization 
and too few native plants has caused in their lakes. The 
roots formed by the islands also support enhanced popu-
lations of small animals called zooplankton which love to 
dine on algae. And, as the island matures, it will attract 

wildlife and become great habitat for birds, alligators and 
migrating brontosaurs.  The floating island will be closely 
monitored by SCCF’s Marine Lab and the Native Plant 
Nursery to provide information and future guidance to 
organizations desiring to clean up their nutrient laden 
lakes. 

See Page 6 for more about how the islands work.

Lab -- Continued from Page 2

Terrapin -- Continued from Page 3

Darling National Wildlife Refuge and other nearby agen-
cies and businesses on and around Sanibel Island to as-
sess the population status of local terrapins.  Very little is 
known about terrapins in Southwest Florida and SCCF is 
the lead agency in this effort.  Baseline data on terrapins 
is currently being collected by SCCF biologists. Terrapins 
are being marked (with scute notching and PIT tags) for 
long-term population studies. 

Another goal of the project is to identify nesting hab-
itat. Almost nothing is known about nesting behaviors 
and preferred habitat types in Southwest Florida. It is the-
orized that terrapins may be leaving their usual territories 

and traveling to a small island or beach to lay their eggs. 
We are currently seeking funding to purchase satellite tags 
that will be attached to gravid females, pre-nesting, in the 
hopes of finding out where they are going. These tags are 
very expensive and we are looking for grants, agencies 
or individuals to sponsor them.   If the nesting areas are 
found, we will have a great opportunity to preserve ter-
rapins in our area in the future. If you see a diamondback 
terrapin in Lee County, please take a picture and notify 
the SCCF Diamondback Terrapin Project with details at 
239-472-3984 or email terrapin@sccf.org.

This is an example of an adult male (right) and female 
(left) diamondback terrapin. The male is at the maxi-
mum size but the female can get 1-3" larger.
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SCCF Supporters —
Please Give TODAY to Meet 

this Challenge Grant!
A very generous and longstanding supporter of SCCF's 

conservation work has issued a CHALLENGE GRANT.

Any tax-deductible gifts you make to the Annual Fund 
Drive between March 22 and June 30 will be matched by this 
anonymous donor DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR until we have 
reached our goal to balance the annual operating budget.

Please help SCCF meet  this challenge.

Please donate online at www.sccf.org today!

For additional information please contact Cheryl Giattini 
at 239-395-2768 or cgiattini@attglobal.net. 

DON'T DELAY

PLEASE
GIVE TO SCCF 

TODAY!

Today

June 30?

2012-2013
Annual Fund Drive
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There’s some good news to report on the Gulf Pines 
eagles and the nest platform that SCCF put up last year.  
Both the adults and fledging juveniles are using the arti-
ficial platform.  The nest they actually used this year (in a 
nearby pine) has been reduced to a small pile of sticks and 
it appears that the adults have been bringing food for the 
juveniles to the new nesting platform.  

The platform, designed by Mark “Bird” Westall, was 
installed at SCCF’s West Sanibel River Preserve in March 
2012, with considerable assistance from the Lee County 
Electric Coop (LCEC).   We won’t know until next Fall if 
the eagles will actually use the platform to nest.  However, 
it’s a good sign that it is being used as a perch since that 
means that they view it as part of their environment.  

Above left:  Two juvenile eagles on the platform.  Above right:  An adult on the perch and a juvenile on the nest.  Photos 
courtesy Maree Elowson.  Inset top right:  Bird Westall with the platform prior to installation.

Update on Gulf Pines Eagle Nesting Platform

More about Floating Island Mats and Water Quality
•	When Marine Lab staff began looking at options for removing nu-

trients from stormwater ponds in The Dunes, they found that the 
City of Naples has been successfully using Beemats’ floating islands 
in some of their stormwater ponds.

•	The mat in Lake 4 of The Dunes is 250 sq. ft.  This test project is not 
large enough to improve water quality in the entire lake but may im-
prove it in the test area.  Photo right is of a mature island mat in Naples.

•	Algae has been a large problem in Horseshoe Lake in The Dunes.  
It would take nine of these mats in the larger Horseshoe Lake to 
provide water quality benefits.

•	Basically, the mat provides for a hydroponic system, with the plant roots absorbing nutrients directly from the 
water.  The plants will grow larger and seem to fill the area between pots (as in the Naples photo above).  After 
about a year, the adult plants will be harvested or cut and the plant material will be taken offsite for composting.  
The cut plants will then be allowed to regrow on the island, beginning the process again.  

•	The root systems grow and form large underwater clusters, which provide refuge for zooplankton, which in turn 
eat algae.  The roots help protect the zooplankton from the large non-native fish population of tilapia and cichlids.
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Legislative Update   
Good news!  HB 901 (Rep. Stone)/SB 584 (Sen. 

Hays):  This bill would have prohibited purchase of pub-
lic conservation lands by any governmental entity unless 
an equal amount of public property is returned to private 
ownership.  It has been killed by opposition from all of us 
who support programs like Florida Forever.  But Senator 
Hays promised the committee he will bring it back next 
year.  Thanks for speaking up!

Fertilizer:  It’s Back…  At this writing, draft language is 
floating around Tallahassee on a fertilizer bill.  The bill, be-
ing promoted by House Representative Crisafulli (Speaker 
Designate), would put a three-year moratorium (pre-emp-
tion) on any counties that do not have a fertilizer ordi-
nance, retroactive to March 5, while they set up a Florida 
Fertilizer Regulatory Review Commission.  The commis-
sion of 13 members is currently stacked with industry and 
fertilizer friendly seats.   (The latest draft language is posted 
on our web site, see page 15.) The committee would put 
forward a recommendation on statewide one-size-fits-all 
rules.  SCCF does not support the approach being drafted:  
1. It creates a moratorium that is a pree-mption on local 

governments; 
2. The retroactive date will affect several counties on the 

east coast whose ordinances would be invalidated; 
3. The stacked advisory committee will unlikely get 

buy- in by others who have fought this for years; 
4. The one-size-fits-all regulation prevents local govern-

ments from implementing the unique source control 
solutions they need to improve/protect water quality; 

5. Local governments have to address and pay for  clean-
ing up impaired waters without the most critical tools!
We continue to watch the development of this issue 

so stay tuned.
SB 948 (Sen. Grimsley)/HB 1063 (Rep. Hutson)/HB 

999 (Rep. Patronis):  Gives the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services (DACS) a powerful role in advo-
cating for agriculture in the water management Regional 
Water Supply planning process.  A new group within 
DACS would be established just for the purpose of provid-
ing estimates to the Water Management Districts, which 
they must consider. Natural systems have no such caucus.

Stakeholders have been meeting with Grimsley to 
craft a fair compromise. The amended bill includes con-
servation measures in water supply projections, maintain-
ing a focus on alternative water supply, and recognizing 

the unique nature of different regions of our state.
HB 999 currently contains language similar to the 

original, un-amended, version of SB 948, as well as a mul-
titude of other changes to environmental permitting.  HB 
999 passed the House Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Subcommittee, again with Rep. Kevin Rader voting in 
opposition.  It is going to be a challenge to keep the con-
tents of the agreement with Senator Grimsley from being 
tarnished by the confusion related to HB 999.

HB 7065 (Rep. Caldwell)/SB 768 (Sen. Simpson):  
The bill states that the implementation of Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMPs) effectively reduces nutrients from 
entering the Everglades Protection Area and extends the 
$25 per acre agriculture privilege tax until 2026 and then 
implements a phased drawdown to $10 per acre from 
2036 and thereafter.  Tax proceeds are to be used for de-
sign, construction, and implementation of the Long Term 
plan.  This bill finds that payment of the agricultural 
privilege tax and implementation of BMPs fulfills the ob-
ligation of land owners and users under the Florida “pol-
luter pays” constitutional amendment.  Authorizes ap-
propriations of $20 million from the Water Management 
Land Trust Fund and $12 million in general revenue for 
the Restoration Strategies Regional Water Quality plan 
through 2023-2024.  

The amended HB 7065 passed the House 114-0.   
Senate Bill 768 by Senator Simpson has been amended 
to align it with HB 7065 and has been approved by the 
Senate Committee on Environmental Preservation and 
Conservation.  

HB 33 (Rep. Smith)/SB 466 (Sen. Altman):  Allows 
individuals and corporations to exchange state-owned 
land for conservation easements over their private land 
holdings. This bill removes the state lands from public 
management, placing them back into the hands of private 
land owners for farming, grazing, timber and other pri-
vate uses.  Requires the Board of Trustees to rule on such 
a request within 180 days, circumventing the Acquisition 
and Restoration council, an integral part of the state’s 
land acquisition program. Would likely result in the loss 
of public access to lands for hunting and other uses that 
benefit. This bill is opposed by many conservation groups. 
The House Agriculture and Natural Resource Subcom-
mittee passed a committee substitute to HB 33, with only 
Rep. Kevin Rader opposing this bad bill. SB 466 has yet 

Natural Resource Policy Update
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

See Policy on Page 10
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Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

SCCF May-June 2013 Program Schedule

CalooSahaTChee oxboW & riverlore CruiSe

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee, following the river back to a time 
when a waterfall served as the headwaters of the Caloo-
sahatchee.  Guided by Rae Ann Wessel, this 2.5 hour ad-
venture departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock & 
Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations and 
payment required.  $40 per person.  Space is limited.  For 
reservations, call 472-2329.  The last cruise of the season 
will be on Mothers Day, Sunday, May 12.  Cruises will begin 
again in November.

The CiTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T and The Sanibel plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural sys-
tems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and the 
shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This work 
led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the Sanibel 
Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the preserva-
tion of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we all 
enjoy today. Wednesday, May 8 at 2 p.m.  Cost of the program is 
$5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

dolphin and WildliFe advenTure CruiSeS

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

hurriCaneS!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted 
the coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, 
rushed through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of 
Pine Island on Friday, 8/13/2004.  Following the warm 
water of Charlotte Harbor, itd made landfall again over 
Punta Gorda.  Wildlife, vegetation and human existence 
on these islands have been shaped by tropical storms.  
Each season, hundreds of supercomputers spew out spa-
ghetti models, which have saved countless lives, but ac-
cording to local emergency managers, the projected cone 
can be wrong about 40% of the time.   Wednesday, June 12 
at 2 p.m.  $5 for non-members; members and children 17 and 
under are free.  

SnoWy ploverS 
Have you ever wondered about the staked nests on the 
beach or the families of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know which of the birds 
on the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, the threats to their 
survival, and the ongoing SCCF research and conserva-
tion efforts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Thursdays, 
May 9 and 23; June 6 and 20 at 2 p.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free. 

Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snap-
ping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby 
box turtles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided 
tour to learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, 
May 7 and 21; June 4 and 18 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free.

TideS, CurrenTS and The Florida ShelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Wednesday, May 22 at 
2 p.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.

TurTle TraCkS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, May 9 and 23; June 
6 and 20 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to 
members and children, $5 for non-members.

•	buTTerFly houSe - Self-guided tour
•	huMan uSeS oF Florida naTive planTS - Take a 

self-guided tour of the ethnobotany garden
•	Walking TrailS & obServaTion ToWer - Explore our 

four miles of walking trails and observation tower.
•	WildliFe exhibiTS - As part of the Nature Center 

exhibits, there are a variety of “educational ambas-
sadors” living in tanks.  

SCCF indigoS prograM on Cayo CoSTa

Saturday, May 18, SCCF’s Chris Lechowicz will be 
on Cayo Costa presenting a program about the Pine 
Island Sound Indigo Snake Research Project. The talk 
is part of Cayo Costa State Park’s 2nd annual Cayo 
Costa Heritage Day.  For details use http://friendsof-
cayocosta.org/events/event.asp
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to be heard in any Senate Committees.  (NOTE:  As we 
head to press, HB 33 was temporarily deferred on April 8,  
killing it for the remainder of this legislative session.)

HB 109 (Rep. Young)/SB 364 (Sen. Hays):  Extends 
the duration of Consumptive Use Permits (CUP) for De-
velopment of Alternative Water Supplies from 20 to 30 
years and prevents the quantity of alternative water al-
located to be reduced, unless the reduction is needed to 
address harm to water resources or to existing legal users. 
In a state where periods of drought can occur in seven 
consecutive years — as they have the past seven years – 
and natural resources water supplies are sacrificed for ag-
ricultural production which observes little-to-no conser-
vation, the extension of CUPs are a threat.

HB 999 (Rep. Patronis)/SB 1684 (Sen. Altman): 
This bill is very similar to the permitting bill that Rep. 
Patronis sponsored last year, which did not pass.  This is 
an environmentally insensitive bill that creates, amends, 
and deletes environmental permitting regulations across a 
wide spectrum of areas.  Of particular interest are sections 
which restrict County and City requests for additional 
information for development permits; eliminate the re-
quirement that public marinas attain Clean Program Ma-
rina status in order to be exempt from review as devel-
opments of regional impact; instruct water management 
district (WMD) governing boards on how to rule in cases 
of competing Consumptive Use Permits (CUP); prohibit 
WMD from reducing an existing CUP because of the 
availability of water from a desalination plant; eliminate 
the ability of counties to regulate water wells; restrict sam-
pling and testing for water quality standards; rescind the 
ability of Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) and WMD to require that applications and 
other technical work be produced under the seal of a li-
censed professional; and provide for expedited permitting 
for projects to construct natural gas pipelines. 

HB 7 (Rep. Porter)/SB 244 (Sen. Dean):  Requires 
Water Management Districts (WMD) include certain 
water bodies in priority lists and schedules, provides for 
adoption of certain reservations and minimum flows by 
DEP, and requires WMD to apply — without rule adop-
tion — certain reservations, minimum flows and levels, 
and recovery and prevention strategies.  Enables WMD to 
enter into interagency agreements to promote interagency 
coordination where boundaries overlap.

HB 183 (Rep. Raulerson)/SB 934 (Sen Lee):  Grants 
general permits for stormwater discharge in redevelop-
ment and infill areas. States that WMD must presume 

that stormwater discharges which demonstrate a net im-
provement of the quality of the discharged water for any 
applicable pollutants of concern, do not cause or con-
tribute to violations of water quality. Therefore, exempts 
stormwater discharges from meeting other water quality 
standards as long as the discharge shows a net improve-
ment in one pollutant. Also restricts WMD from impos-
ing more stringent regulations and requires a permit du-
ration of no less than 20 years.

SB 958 (Sen Richter)/HB 1083 (Rep Eagle):  Our 
Southwest Florida legislators have put forward a bill to 
allow underground storage of oil and gas reservoirs.  

SB 1628 (Sen Montford):  Babcock Ranch would 
change the governance of the Babcock Ranch Preserve, 
allowing for more commercial partnerships, expanding 
facilities.  Impacts being evaluated as of this writing.  

HB 7113 (Rep. Caldwell)/SB 1806 (Committee Bill):   
Allows for phased total maximum daily loads (TMDL) 
if additional data is necessary to increase precision and 
accuracy.  Exempts TMDL rules from legislative ratifica-
tion.  Would aid in the adoption and implementation of 
TMDL water quality standards.

HB 7115 (Rep .  Raburn)/SB 1808 (Committee Bill):  
Would keep EPA out of Florida’s numeric nutrient crite-
ria and supports a weaker standard than the original con-
sent order.  A bad bill for Florida’s water quality.

Florida Forever and Everglades Appropriations: As 
part of the compromise on HB 7065, $32 million has been 
allocated for Everglades water quality improvements.  This 
includes $12 million in general revenue fund and $20 mil-
lion from the Water Management Lands Trust Fund.

Florida Forever appropriations in the House bud-
get allocates $25 million from general revenue and $50 
million in proceeds from surplus land sales. The Senate 
Budget falls short, only allocating $10 million from the 
Land Acquisition Trust Fund and $50 million from the 
proceeds of surplus land sales. 

First One-mile Tamiami Trail Bridge
On Tuesday, March 19, the official ribbon cutting 

ceremony was held to celebrate the construction of the 
first one-mile bridge segment of the Tamiami Trail (U.S. 
41), designed to restore the natural flow of water to the 
Everglades.  Since 1928, when the road was considered 
an engineering achievement of its time, it has become 
an impediment to natural flows south into the southern 
Everglades and Everglades National Park.    

Policy -- Continued from Page 7

See Policy on Page 15
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North Captiva Intense Development Proposal Denied

SCCF has been working to maintain the nature of 
North Captiva for over thirty years.  My husband and 
I have resided on the island for 20 years. Through that 
time we have seen an increase in the growth but also an 
increase in the sense of stewardship of the land and water.

I have been the chair of the Upper Captiva Commu-
nity Planning Panel for the past four years. Through this 
medium, with over 30 public meetings and lots of dialog, 
the islanders proposed changes to the Lee County Com-
prehensive Land Use Plan (LeePlan) that were adopted by 
the Lee County Board of County Commissioners.  The 
preamble to that plan in part declared “the North Captiva 
community seeks to preserve its character, scale, fragile en-
vironment and way of life by guiding future land use… 
conservation and coastal management; Safety Harbor; 
shore and water quality.” Several amendments were made 

and land development code writing is underway, which is a 
vast improvement in an area the county once considered as 
anything goes, or the wild west.

Residents have become more active in reclaiming Bra-
zilian pepper-infested habitat, both in the residential area 
and on the adjacent state park land. Community interest 
has also been piqued with the surveying of shorebirds and 
indigo snakes on the island by SCCF’s Chris Lechowicz 
and Joel Caouette. 

In the 1970s SCCF encouraged the State to use feder-
ally funded Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) 
monies to acquire much of North Captiva and Cayo 
Costa.  SCCF took many trips in tiny aluminum john 
boats to these out islands with state officials and delegates 
to convince them of the importance of preserving these 

By Kristie Anders, Education Director

North Captiva residents have successfully fought two recent development proposals:  a hotel in the location of the yellow circle, 
and an expanded boat basin (indicated by orange) with an area for dry slip boat storage (indicated by red).  Larger photo of 
the north end of North Captiva on Page 13.

See North Captiva on Page 12

This land was part of the 
36-acre CARL purchase
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bridgeless islands. 
Piece by piece, the balance of the 200-acre state park, 

or about 60% of the island, was acquired. Had the state 
not acquired those lands, there might well be a connected 
bridge and highway system from Sanibel through Captiva, 
Upper Captiva, Cayo Costa and Boca Grande — the plan 
as laid out in the late 1950s.

North Captiva Islanders have had some recent chal-
lenges to the new LeePlan additions. Last fall a proposal 
for a 17-unit hotel to be built on very low land with two 
sides adjacent to Pine Island Sound Aquatic Preserve was 
withdrawn after opposition was voiced.

Simultaneously, a proposal was made for 72-unit dry 
slip storage boat barn and enlargement of an existing 
boat basin that, combining wet and dry slips, would have 
equaled accommodation for up to 100, 30-ft. boats in a 
narrow canal on the south side of Safety Harbor.  Many 
islanders were alarmed at the proposed intensity of use.

The proposed project site is directly adjacent to State-
owned park land, a 36-acre CARL-acquired parcel which 
in 1976 was purchased by the state for just over $300,000.

Concerned islanders met with SCCF staff and cor-
responded throughout the summer of 2012. Some resi-
dents flew back early to make certain they could testify 
before the county hearing examiner in order to reserve 
their right to speak at the final appeal to the Board of 
County Commissioners. 

At the heart of the most contested part of the debate 
was the proximity of the development to critical manatee 
habitat, federally designated small-toothed sawfish habi-
tat, and the required dredging to deepen the canal to ac-
commodate proposed larger boats. The marina was to be 
located less than 400’ from the Pine Island Sound Aquatic 
Preserve, and its only access point, Safety Harbor, with 
average water depths less than four feet.  Prop scarring is 
evident everywhere; only experienced boaters with local 
knowledge know exactly where the deepest waters lie on a 
contorted path through shallower shoals.

The residents were buoyed when, after reviewing the 
permit application, the County staff ’s recommended the 
project be denied.  However the next step of the process 
— review by the Hearing Examiner (HEX) with seven 
days of formal hearings over four months producing 
2,000 pages of testimony — resulted in shock as the HEX 
overturned County staff ’s denial. The islanders knew they 
had one last stand:  the Board of County Commissioners 
makes the final decision on zoning issues.

On an extremely foggy morning, with low visibility 

complicated by smoke from fires to the south, almost 50 
islanders climbed in boats to make the trek to the Coun-
ty Commissioners meeting to show their support of the 
County staff ’s decision to deny the application and to op-
pose the Hearing Examiner’s findings. The 20 speakers 
were allowed just five minutes to make their case. 

Only two spoke in support of the project, several let-
ters were read from people who attended the hearings but 
were not present the morning of April 1 (yes, it was April 
Fool’s Day). An additional 50 letters from those opposed 
to the project were received during the process. 

After several questions to the applicant and discussion 
by the Board of Commissioners, Commissioner Man-
ning made the motion to deny the projected seconded 
by Commissioner Mann. The vote was unanimous! For 
an island community of less than 150 winter residents 
scattered across the globe for half the year, the level of 
public participation was astounding. There are about 300 
houses, with many absentee owners using their homes as 
weekly rental businesses. 

Having faith in the public process, the perseverance 
to attend meetings despite being separated by thousands 
of miles, traveling to Lee County to assure their rights to 
be heard, having the endurance to sit through day after 
day of testimony or to travel the two hours from the is-
land to downtown Fort Myers shows that a small group of 
dedicated people can hold the line. 

Each week SCCF’s Natural Resource Policy Director 
is attending public meetings, sometimes traveling four 
hours to have her three minutes of time before officials 
such as the South Florida Water Management Board. 
Some of you respond rapidly to our email alerts; some 
have even taken the long drives to meetings with Rae Ann 
Wessel.  Ultimately, the future of our islands, our water-
shed and our state lie in the hands of those who are not 
complacent, those who show up. 

Participation is democracy, participation by taking 
time to make your beliefs or positions known.  Decision-
makers base their determination on the information that 
lies in front of them and perhaps by the number of eye-
balls watching them. It is up to us to make certain they 
have our input and our information. Silence is consent. 
Help SCCF preserve the wildlife habitat and aquatic re-
sources of our watershed not only with your financial sup-
port and spirit of volunteerism, but engaging in the dialog 
be it here or in another community. Fifty people traveled 
across the water and through dense fog to make certain 
they were heard. You too can make a difference.

North Captiva -- Continued from Page 11
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North end of North Captiva Island, 
image courtesy of Lee County
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Andy Bowden is this year’s shore-
bird intern. He graduated from the 
University of Delaware in 2010 with 
a B.S. in Wildlife Conservation. Andy 
has worked in Barbados, with hawksbill 
turtles and in rural Wyoming leading 
guided tours of Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton National Parks on horseback. An-
dy’s hobbies include traveling, hiking, 
camping, and exercising. He’s also an 
avid wildlife photographer that enjoys 
finding ways to document wildlife with-
out disturbing or altering its behavior. In 
the future he hopes to attend graduate 
school and become a research biologist. 

Tony Henehan is our biology in-
tern. He will be working on projects 
studying eastern indigo snakes and 
diamondback terrapins, as well as as-
sisting with monitoring during sea 
turtle season. He graduated from the 
State University of New York at Co-
bleskill with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Wildlife Management in 2011. Prior 
to working with SCCF, he interned at 

J.N. “Ding” Darling NWR. He has 
also worked in Arkansas with Brown-
headed Nuthatches, the Great Swamp 
NWR in New Jersey with bog and 
wood turtles, and in Missouri study-
ing songbirds. Tony enjoys working 
with reptiles, amphibians, and birds. 
He especially enjoys birding in his 
spare time. He hopes to attend gradu-
ate school in the Fall of 2014 for Wild-
life Biology and Conservation.

Wade Brenner is our habitat man-
agement intern. He is originally from 
the small town of Ringoes, NJ where 

he grew to love the outdoors through 
fishing, backpacking, and boating. 
Wade studied ecology and natural 
resources management at Rutgers 
University and moved to Florida af-
ter graduation to pursue a career in 
wildlife biology. He has worked with 
the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission monitoring the 
waterfowl populations. He is excited 
to live and work on Sanibel where he 
can broaden his knowledge of Flori-
da’s unique habitats, while living in a 
premier saltwater fishing destination. 

Meet our Wildlife Habitat Management Interns

Interns Andy Bowden, Tony Henehan and Wade Brenner
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Water flow under the bridge will be restored some-
time later this year when the old road bed is removed. 
Then water flows will be increased by as much as 15%. 
When the full bridging project of 10 miles is completed, 
peak rainy season water flows could nearly double, pro-
viding some relief to one of the driest swaths of the Ever-
glades fed by the Shark River Slough, once a major artery 
of life-giving water. 

The $81 million bridge, scheduled to open to daily 
traffic in a few weeks, ranks among the most significant 
Everglades projects to date.  Indeed restoring flow capac-
ity south out of Lake Okeechobee is the most significant 
opportunity for estuaries to get relief from wet season high 
flows and raising the bridge must precede any changes to 
flow.  The planning for the bridging started in 1989 and it 
took four years to complete the first mile.  The next phase 
includes 5.5 miles of bridging, which has been approved 
and is now in need of funding.   

Record Sugar Cane Profits
The Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) Sugar Cane 

Growers Cooperative of Florida announced that its 2012-
2013 harvest produced more than three million tons of sugar 
cane, 363,514 tons of raw sugar and 16.7 million gallons 
of blackstrap molasses from 68,373 acres, its seventh largest 
crop in its 51 years of operation.  

This year, even though the U.S. artificially inflates 
sugar prices to benefit producers, sugar prices have fallen 
50 percent due to the oversupply in the world and domes-
tic markets.  U.S. sugar prices normally remain artificially 
high — sometimes twice the world price — which drives 
increases in food costs in all sorts of products in the U.S. 
At the heart of the U.S. sugar policy is a loan program for 
refiners.  They get government loans at a very low rate and 
use the sugar as collateral.  If sugar prices go up, proces-
sors sell it on the open market and make a profit.  If prices 
fall, they give their sugar to the government and keep the 

loan money.  The program is supposed have no cost to 
taxpayers and in most years the loans are repaid.  

In south Florida, taxpayers provide further subsidies 
to big sugar in the EAA.  Taxpayers are on the hook for 
cleaning up water quality for the Everglades — to the 
tune of $880 million — under the state’s new water qual-
ity plan, even though 75% of the pollution is generated 
by agriculture in the EAA.  

And then there is the matter of water supply.  During 
each of the past seven years of drought, freshwater needed 
by the Caloosahatchee estuary in the dry months has been 
cut off and redirected instead to... yes, sugar in the EAA. 
So our public aquatic food crop in the Caloosahatchee, 
that  supports a commercial fishery and serves as a nursery 
for the gulf of Mexico and supports Lee County’s $3 bil-
lion dollar tourism industry, is undermined for the ben-
efit of private big sugar profits.  

Hard Working Water:  Did You Know?
For every gallon of water used in an average house-

hold, five times more water (40,000 gallons each month) 
is used to provide that home with electricity via hydro-
power turbines and fossil fuel power plants. You can get 
a conservation three-fer — healthier rivers, fewer green-
house emissions and cleaner air — by redoubling your 
energy conservation efforts!  April is Water Conservation 
Month, let’s conserve!

Policy -- Continued from Page 10

To Learn More About the Legislative Session...
•	 For an Excel spreadsheet outlining all of the bills 

being considered this legislative session, check the 
home page on our website, www.sccf.org and look 
for the green box “current issues” on the right side.

•	 The full text about the proposed Florida Fertilizer 
Regulatory Review Commission mentioned on 
Page 7 can also be found under “current issues.”

Florida Water and Land Legacy Campaign
SCCF asks you to join us in the Water and Land Legacy Campaign to get an amend-

ment on the 2014 November ballot to guarantee a stable source of money for environmental 
protection of rivers, lakes wetlands and wildlife habitat for people and wildlife through the 
purchase of  preservation lands.  For twenty years, state revenues from real estate transactions 
were directed to the state’s Florida Forever program but since 2009, the Legislature has slashed 
funding for conservation programs by 97.5 percent and used those revenues elsewhere. 

Please stop by the Nature Center and sign a petition to get this on the November 2014 
ballot.  Approximately 480,000 signed petitions are needed.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
       
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House
•  Education Center & Touch Tank
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			
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The Importance of Fire on Sanibel’s Ecosystem 

SCCF MeMber Update

JUly - aUgUSt 2013

By Chris Lechowicz, Director Wildlife Habitat Management Program

The habitat and plant communities on Sanibel Island 
have been through dramatic changes over the last century.  
If you look back to early aerial photographs (1940s) of 
Sanibel, you will notice that most of the interior tracts of 
land were open grasslands with sporadic, widely-spaced, 
clumps of trees; mostly cabbage palms (Sabal palmetto) 
and gumbo limbo (Bursera simaruba).  Marsh rabbits 
(Sylvilagus palustris), Sanibel rice rats (Oryzomys pulus-
tris sanibeli), eastern indigo snakes (Drymarchon couperi), 
gopher tortoises (Gopherus polyphemus), and many other 
species thrived in this open, mostly unshaded ecosystem. 

Florida’s landscape and wildlife are adapted for fire.  
If fire-adapted habitats are left unburned, the land be-
comes unusable for many species plus the added debris 
adds fuel to the site.  Fuel, in prescribed fire lingo, refers 
to highly burnable material (dead trees, broken branch-
es, fallen leaves, etc.) that builds up each year when the 
land is not burned.  These fuels can be become trouble-
some when wildfires break out because the added fuel 

makes the fire stronger and harder to suppress. 
Prescribed fire (controlled burning) is an important 

tool used in maintaining natural ecosystems.  While hand 
and mechanical removal of vegetation, as well as herbi-
cidal treatments, help to thwart congested areas, fire (the 
natural method) is the most effective way to keep certain 
ecosystems from transitioning to hardwood hammock.  

Regular and planned fire (controlled burns) lessens 
fuel loads (which helps to prevent wildfires) and helps 
prevent unwanted transitions to less desirable landscapes.

If you look back into Sanibel’s past, you will see that 
most of the interior lands were open grasslands, with 
vast Spartina swales and sparse tropical hammocks.  
Over time, many areas steadily changed from grass-
lands to tropical hammocks (with intermediate stages 
in between).  This transition is called habitat succes-
sion.  Long periods of time between fires results in more 
densely vegetated landscapes and higher canopy cover.  

See Habitat on Page 2

20121944

The open Spartina swales and sparse tropical hammocks from 1944 (left above) have transitioned to a dense tree canopy of 
buttonwoods and cabbage palms (right above).  Native wildlife like gopher tortoises, the Sanibel rice rat and marsh rabbits 
thrive in the open, mostly unshaded grasslands that can only be maintained with prescribed burns.

•	 Casa Ybel

•	 Casa Ybel

Periwinkle Way
Periwinkle Way
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For example, buttonwood (Conocarpus erectus) a Sanibel 
native tree, invades Spartina marshes in the absence of 
timely fires and eventually overtakes the marsh.  This is 
detrimental to the endangered and endemic Sanibel rice 
rat, whose prime habitat is these few remaining open 
marshes.  The addition of highly invasive, exotic trees 
such as Brazilian pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius) and 
Australian pine (Casuarina equisetifolia) increased the 
rate of succession of Sanibel.  Many properties in the 
1980s resembled an impenetrable, shaded wall or tunnel 
that were mostly useless to most native wildlife species 
due to exotic plant dominance.  The removal of these 
exotic trees from conservation lands did help to slow 

down this transition, but other fast-growing exotic and 
native plants quickly replace those temporarily open ar-
eas with the absence of regular fire. 

SCCF, J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge, 
the City of Sanibel and Sanibel Fire & Rescue meet at least 
once a year to discuss the island fire regime.  In order to 
conduct prescribed fire, there are many certifications and 
training courses that must be acquired.  For a controlled 
burn to take place, all aspects of weather conditions need 
to fall into a certain criteria and the Florida Forest Service 
must review the burn plan and grant permission that day.  
SCCF currently has two sites that are prepared for a con-
trolled burn when the weather fits the criteria.

Habitat -- Continued from Page 1

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and staff, many, many thanks to all 
the many supporters whose contributions reached the goal to fully fund the 
annual operating budget.  Our mission could not go forward without you!

In addition, our $150,000 challenge grant was met, which helped take the 
Annual Fund Drive over the top.  Thanks to all who made that happen.

Our fundraising success would not have been possible without the help of 
all of our supporters.  Thank you!  Thank you! 

Annual Fund Drive Goal Met!  

Left:  The Pick Preserve served as an interactive 
learning lab for Sanibel School third graders led by 
Richard Finkel.

YOU DID IT!
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The legislature finished session on May 3, passing a 
$74.5 billion budget.

Thanks to all who spoke up this legislatve session:  be-
cause of your voices, two bad bills were defeated and sev-
eral others were improved.  Unfortunately a few bad bills 
were passed and signed by the Governor.  Now is the time 
for us to set up meetings with our legislative delegation to 
share our concerns before the planning for next year’s bills 
gets started in earnest. 

The final budget includes $70 million for Everglades 
restoration clean-up and restoration from a variety of trust 
funds including the Save Our Everglades Trust Fund, Wa-
ter Management Lands Trust Fund, Land Acquisition 
Trust Fund, Internal Improvement Trust Fund, and the 
Solid Waste Management Trust Fund. 

Projects include:
•	 $50 million for a multi-use trail system to connect 

existing trails (from Transportation TF).
•	 $3 million for implementation of agriculture, non-

point source controls in the Okeechobee, Caloosa-
hatchee and St. Lucie River watersheds.

•	 $3 million to build a 680-acre floating aquatic veg-
etative tilling system in Hilliard Drainage District to 
treat water flowing into the Caloosahatchee River.

•	 $2 million to build a 30 cfs floating aquatic vegetative 
tilling treatment system to treat water flowing from 
Fisheating Creek into Lake Okeechobee

Florida Forever (FF) was funded for $70 million; how-
ever, $50 million would come from selling lands we already 
own and placing them back into private hands.  The re-
maining $20 million is split equally between General Rev-
enue and the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, with a proviso 
that funding be spent mainly for military base buffering.  

Funding for Greenways and Trails, previously included 
under the Florida Forever budget, was broken out and funded 
for $50 million, which makes the FF budget a little less bad.

A new line item was added with $10 million for 
Freshwater Springs Protection/Restoration.  $58 million 
is in the budget for water projects, $26 million for beach 
restoration projects and $11 million for the Rural and 
Family Lands Program, which secures perpetual conser-
vation easements on working ranches and farms.

Legislation that passed
HB 999 (Rep. Patronis) / SB 1684 (Sen. Altman) 

This legislation weakens or eliminates over 20 environ-
mental regulations.  The bill contained language that 
would have prevented local governments from adopting 
and enforcing fertilizer restrictions; defined the “mean an-
nual flood line” in a way that would have enabled greater 
destruction of wetlands; preempted local governments 
from regulating wetlands in water control districts; and 
restricted the permitting authority of water management 
districts.  Thanks to all of us speaking out loudly and 
clearly, all of these provisions were removed in the Sen-
ate version of HB 999 before it passed on the final day of 
session.  

Unfortunately, one of the conditions of the bill that 
was not removed negates the right of citizens to appeal 
the decision of the Governor and Cabinet to grant no-
bid, thirty-year leases to two sugar companies in the EAA.  
Even with the amendments, 
HB 999 is still a bad bill; we 
wrote the Governor urging 
him to veto the bill but he 
signed it on June 3 (our let-
ter and Scott’s response are 
on our website).  

SB 948 (Sen. Grims-
ley)/HB 1063 (Rep. Hut-
son) –This bill places the 
Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services 
(DACS) in a more promi-
nent position in the water 
management district Re-
gional Water Supply plan-
ning process.  A new group 

Natural Resource Policy:  2013 Florida Legislature Wrap-up
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

See Policy on Page 4

Rep. Jimmy Patronis, spon-
sor of HB 999 in the House.  
Your emails helped eliminate 
some bad provisions but this is 
still a bad bill.
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within DACS would be established for the purpose of providing estimates to the water 
management districts, which they must consider.  Although the bill, as passed, incor-
porates conservation into water supply projections, focuses on alternative water supply, 
and recognizes the unique nature of different regions of our state, it does not quantify 
how conservation is measured and natural systems have no such protection or represen-
tation and are not included in the 20-year projections of water needs.

HB 7065 (Rep. Caldwell) / SB 768 (Sen. Simpson) – This bill states that the im-
plementation of BMPs (Best Management Practices) effectively reduces nutrients from 
entering the Everglades Protection Area.  It extends the $25 per acre agriculture privilege 
tax until 2026 and then implements a phased drawdown to $10 per acre from 2036 and 
thereafter.  It further establishes that payment of the agricultural privilege tax and imple-
mentation of BMPs fulfill the obligation of land owners and users under the Florida 
“polluter pays” constitutional amendment. This bill codifies the status quo:  taxpayers 
are once again stuck with cleaning up the Everglades while Ag in the EAA (Everglades Ag-
ricultural Area) — that is responsible for 75% of the nutrient contamination — pays just 
20% of the tab.  

HB 109 (Rep. Young) / SB 364 (Sen. Hays) – This bill extends the duration of 
Consumptive Use Permits for Development of Alternative Water Supplies from 20 to 30 
years and prevents the quantity of alternative water allocated to be reduced, unless the reduction is needed to address 
harm to water resources or existing legal users. 

HB 7 (Rep. Porter)/ SB 244 (Sen. Dean) – In this bill Water Management Districts (WMD) are required to in-
clude certain water bodies in priority lists and schedules, it provides for adoption of certain reservations and minimum 
flows by DEP, and requires WMD to apply, without rule adoption, certain reservations, minimum flows and levels, 
and recovery and prevention strategies. Enables WMD to enter into interagency agreements to promote interagency 
coordination where boundaries overlap. 

HB 183 (Rep. Raulerson) / SB 934 (Sen. Lee) – 20-year general permits for stormwater discharge in redevelop-
ment and infill areas are granted with this bill which requires stormwater discharges show a net improvement of the 
quality of discharged water from pre-existing conditions. 

HB 4007 (Rep. Nelson) / SB 326 (Sen. Hays) – This bill repeals prohibition on DEP acquiring land for the 
cross-Florida canal and clarifies the rights of refusal for counties, land owners, renters, etc., whose land had been ac-
quired for the canal.  Recognizes the need for a new road in Marion County that would cross greenway lands. 

HB 7113 (Rep. Caldwell) / SB 1806 (Committee Bill) – Allows for phased total maximum daily loads (TMDL) 
if additional data is necessary to increase precision and accuracy.  Exempts TMDL rules from legislative ratification.  
Would aid in the adoption and implementation of TMDL water quality standards. 

HB 7115 (Rep. Raburn) / SB 1808 (Committee Bill) – Provides for legislative ratification of agreement between 
DEP and EPA for nutrient standards. 

County funding from RESTORE retains autonomy
Late in the session an amendment to HB 7007 was filed, dealing with business development incentives pro-

vided by the Department of Economic Opportunity.  The amendment creates a non-profit, private corporation 
called Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc., that will receive funds coming to Florida as a result of a recently filed law suit by 
the State of Florida against British Petroleum Corporation (BP). The suit was filed on the third anniversary of the 
Gulf disaster, for which BP is also being sued under Clean Water Act (CWA) provisions.

After negative testimony from the impacted counties, additional clarifying language was introduced to specify 
that Triumph Gulf Coast, Inc., would not be a depository for RESTORE Act recovered from the CWA trial.  The 
bill does call for audits from the expenditure of those funds, an effort to address earlier, unrelated expenditures by 
the Okaloosa County Tourist Development Council.   HB 7007 passed both chambers as amended.

Policy -- Continued from Page 3

Lee County Rep. Matt 
Caldwell, sponsor of HB 
7065, which gives Ag in 
the EAA a 20% Everglades 
cleanup tab while they con-
tribute 75% of the pollution

See Policy right
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Policy -- Continued from left

Mark your calendars! On July 27, 2013, the public is 
invited to bring their boats, kayaks and snorkeling gear to 
Pineland Marina on Pine Island for a Bay Scallop Search. 
This no-take event encourages the fishing and boating 
public to help collect data on local bay scallop (Argopec-
ten irradians) populations around Sanibel and Captiva 
Islands. The event typically draws 150 volunteers and 
30-40 vessels, who are teamed up and provided sampling 
gear and a GPS location to search for scallops.

Bay scallop populations in Florida consist of rela-
tively isolated, local populations which comprise a larger 
meta-population, running from Florida’s Panhandle to 
the Ten Thousand Islands.  Their historical range in 
Florida included bays and nearshore waters from Palm 
Beach to Louisiana.

Since the middle of the last century, the range and 
abundance of individuals within local populations has 
contracted considerably.  Scallops are presently rare or 
non-existent in southeast Florida and in areas west of St. 
Joseph Bay in the Florida panhandle.  Areas such as Pine 
Island Sound, Sarasota Bay and Tampa Bay, which once 
harbored abundant scallop populations, now support 
only sparse erratic populations. 

In Florida, bay scallops are thought to spawn only 
once and usually live only 12-18 months (Florida Fish 
& Wildlife Research Institute, 2009). Once a local pop-
ulation has been diminished, regional populations are 
relied upon to supply new recruits but contracted re-
gional populations make it difficult for locally depleted 
populations to be reestablished. Local populations are 
also dependent on excellent water quality and the pres-
ence of seagrasses for settlement.

The SCCF Marine Lab is leading attempts to rein-
troduce healthy sustainable populations back to Pine 
Island Sound. Several [small-scale] projects have re-
stored adult scallop populations, and shown positive 
results with increases in local abundances. 

Red Tide events during 2012 and 2013 slowed down 

recent efforts by the Lab to conduct projects.  Since scallops 
are filter feeders, they are sensitive to the toxins produced 
by the Florida Red Tide organism, Karenia brevis.  Decreas-
ing the frequency and intensity of Red Tide in Pine Island 
Sound will depend on cleaning up the Caloosahatchee.  

Lab scientists work closely with our Natural Resource 
Policy Director, Rae Ann Wessel.  Data from the Lab’s 
RECON sensors as well as sampling and observations 
form part of the basis for the weekly Caloosahatchee Con-
ditions Report.  Prepared by Rae Ann on behalf of SCCF 
and our partners, the City of Sanibel, Lee County  Envi-
ronmental Lab, J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife 
Refuges Complex and the Town of Fort Myers Beach, this 
report provides the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
the South Florida Water Management District with di-
rect, science-based feedback on the impact of water man-
agement decisions on the Caloosahatchee and the estuary.

Join the Marine Lab for the 4th Annual Scallop Search
By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Lab Director

Bay Scallops (Agropecten irradians) depend on healthy sea-
grass and clean water!

Bad Bills that Did Not Pass, Thankfully
HB 33 (Rep. Smith) / SB 466 (Sen. Altman) – This 

bill would have allowed individuals and corporations to re-
ceive state-owned land in exchange for placing permanent 
conservation easements over their private land holdings. 

HB 901 (Rep. Stone) / SB 584 (Sen. Hays) – This 

bill would have prohibited the purchase of public conser-
vation lands by any governmental entity unless an equal 
amount of public property is returned to private owner-
ship, effectively killing the acquisition of conservation 
land in Florida.

If you would to participate, please contact:
Joy Hazell (239) 533-7518 or the 
SCCF Marine Lab (239) 395-4617, or visit:
http://2013pineislandscallopsearch.eventbrite.com



Page 6

Sc
al

lo
p 

Se
ar

ch
 in

 P
in

e 
Is

la
nd

 S
ou

nd
 -

- 
se

e 
pg

. 
5 

fo
r 

si
gn

-u
p 

in
fo

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

Sn
ow

y 
Pl

ov
er

s-
2

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

Sn
ow

y 
Pl

ov
er

s-
2

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

Sn
ow

y 
Pl

ov
er

s-
2

Ta
nk

 T
al

ks
-1

0

Ta
nk

 T
al

ks
-1

0

Ta
nk

 T
al

ks
-1

0

Ta
nk

 T
al

ks
-1

0

Tu
rt

le
 T

ra
ck

s-
10

Sn
ow

y 
Pl

ov
er

s-
2

6
5

3
4

2
1

103 2427 1713 20
T

id
es

 &
 C

ur
re

nt
s-

1:
30

Fi
sh

, N
o 

B
on

es
-1

:3
0

Fi
sh

, N
o 

B
on

es
-1

:3
0

H
ur

ri
ca

ne
s-

1:
30

Ju
l

y

114 25
28

28 18

14731 21

136 27
30

31

30 20

125 26
29

29 19

1692 23

1581 22

10
9

8
7

15
14

12
11 18

17
16

21
22

23
24

25
2610

A
u

g
u

s
t

su
n

d
A

y
  

M
o

n
d

A
y
 

t
u

e
s

d
A

y
 

W
e

d
n

e
s

d
A

y
 

t
h

u
r

s
d

A
y
 

F
r

id
A

y
 

sA
t

u
r

d
A

y

 S
C

C
F

  
Ju

ly
-A

u
g

u
St

 2
01

3
h

A
p

p
e

n
in

g
s

p
r

o
g

r
A

M
s

o
p

p
o

r
t

u
n

it
ie

s



Page 7

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

SCCF July - August 2013 Program Schedule

CArtilAgenous Fish, no Bones 
ABout ‘eM

Fossil records of elasmobranches in-
dicate they are the first group of ani-
mals that had a spinal cord protected 
by a spine. But that spine is gris-
tly cartilage not bone. Sharks, rays 
and skates all share this distinction. 
Among them are some very unusual 
characters including the guitar fish. 
Learn the difference between skates 
and rays, hear stories of sharks and 
find out about one of the rarest en-
dangered species that swims in the 
waters around this area.  Wednesday, 
July 10 and Wednesday, August 28  at 
1:30 p.m.  $5 for non-members; mem-
bers and children 17 and under are free.    

hurriCAnes!
Hurricane Charley roared in from 
the south, skirted the coast and made 
landfall over North Captiva Island, 
rushed through Captiva Pass, swept the 
northern end of Pine Island on Friday, 
8/13/2004.  Following the warm water 
of Charlotte Harbor, it made landfall 
again over Punta Gorda.  Wildlife, veg-
etation and human existence on these 
islands have always been shaped by 
tropical storms.  Each season, hundreds 
of supercomputers spew out spaghetti 
models, which have saved countless 
lives, but according to local emergen-
cy managers, the projected cone can 
be wrong about 40% of the time.   
Wednesday, August 14 at 1:30 p.m.  $5 
for non-members; members and children 
17 and under are free.     

snoWy plovers 
Have you ever wondered about the 
staked nests on the beach or the fami-
lies of birds with tiny chicks running 
around?  Do you simply want to know 
which of the birds on the beach actu-
ally is a Snowy Plover?  Join us to learn 
about the biology of the Snowy Plover, 
the threats to their survival, and the 
ongoing SCCF research and conser-
vation efforts on Sanibel and around 
Florida.  Thursdays, July 11 and 25; 
August 8 and 22 at 2 p.m. in the Na-

ture Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.    

tides, Currents & FloridA shelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boat-
ing, birding or just enjoying the view 
of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you 
ever wondered why the islands some-
times have just one tide a day or why 
you can see sea grasses when the tide 
chart says it is high tide?  In the past 
few years more people have become 
aware of the Florida Shelf. Where is 
it and why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves 
as the earth spins, the moon orbits 
and the winds blow. Wednesday, July 
17 at 1:30 p.m. Members and children 
17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.   

tAnk tAlk

The Nature Center has educational 
ambassadors living in tanks.  There 

is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, 
Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, 
Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, 
Salty the mangrove water snake, plus 
baby box turtles and critters in the 
touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  
Tuesdays, July 9 and 23; August 6 and 
20 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center au-
ditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.   

turtle trACks

Sanibel Island had one of the first 
sea turtle monitoring programs in 
the country.  Learn about the life cy-
cles and habits of the sea turtles and 
shorebirds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, and 
what we are doing to protect them.  
Thursdays, July 11 and 25; August 8 
and 22 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature 
Center.  Free to members and children, 
$5 for non-members.

On Your Own at the Nature Center
•	ButterFly house - Self-guided tour
•	huMAn uses oF FloridA nAtive plAnts - Take a self-guided tour of the 

ethnobotany garden
•	WAlking trAils & oBservAtion toWer - Explore our four miles of walk-

ing trails and observation tower.
•	WildliFe exhiBits - As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a 

variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks. 

Stephanie Cappiello was born and 
raised in Chicago, IL and is an active board 
member of the Chicago Herpetological 
Society. As a child, she grew up with tur-
tles and has always been fascinated with 
them. She is currently pursuing a B.S. in 
biology from Dominican University and 
will graduate in May 2014. She hopes to 
work with turtles as either a zookeeper or 
a field biologist. During her summer at 
SCCF, she will be assisting with sea turtle 
and diamondback terrapin research. 

Wildlife Habitat Management Intern
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
       
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			

NON PROFIT
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September 2013

SCCF member Update 
SpeCial Water QUality iSSUe

If you were here in 2004 - 2005, you remember 
the dark water and massive algal blooms follow-
ing two very active hurricane seasons.  This was 
followed by a drought beginning in 2007.  This 
spring, early rains abruptly ended that drought.  
July 2013 rainfall was 147% above average and 

three-month forecasts call for above-average rain-
fall to continue. 

Water management issues have suddenly shifted, 
once again, from too little water to way too much 
water. 

Inside this special issue of the SCCF Member 
Update, which is being mailed to all our island 
neighbors, you can learn about:

•	 Impacts of this dark water 
•	 Why this keeps happening
•	 What SCCF and our island partners 

have been doing to change the system
•	 What you can do to help

Releases from the Franklin Lock from 2004 - 2013

2004 2007

5,000 
cfs

1,000 cfs

15,000 
cfs

10,000 
cfs

2005 2010 20132006 20112009 20122008

20,000 
cfs

Water Roller Coaster
Optimum Dry Season release = 850 - 1,000 cfs
Optimum Wet Season release < 2,800 cfs

STOP
the

Stop the Harm • Buy the Land • Build the Bridge • 
Move Water South • Fund it Now!

Background photo:  Dark water plume at Redfish 
Pass on July 10, 2013.  SCCF Marine Lab photo.

IN
SI

D
E:
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By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
What’s Going On with Our Water 

A wet spring and very wet early summer have delivered 
more rain than the greater Everglades ecosystem — stretch-
ing from Orlando to Florida Bay, Fort Myers to Stuart — 
can hold.  Drainage and flood control projects created in 
the 1940s were designed to drain water off the land to ac-
commodate growth and development in South Florida.  
During this year’s very wet rainy season, those engineer-
ing projects are very effectively dumping excess freshwater 
into the Kissimmee River, Lake Okeechobee and the Ca-
loosahatchee and St. Lucie Rivers. The water drains so fast 
that water levels in Lake O rise six times faster than they 
can be discharged, endangering the integrity of the Dike 
around the lake and necessitating 
damaging water releases to 

the estuaries to lower the lake.   
The excess water, no longer able to flow south because 

of sugarcane and other crops growing in the EAA (Ever-
glades Agricultural Area), is shunted west to the Caloo-
sahatchee estuary and east to the St. Lucie estuary.   The 
impact is the same on both coasts:  lethal levels of fresh-
water are killing and displacing marine life including oys-
ters and seagrass that cannot move out of the way.  Fish 
and shellfish nursery habitat is also lost, along with the 
seasonal spawn of oysters and seagrass, washed out into 
the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Ocean. 

The excess freshwater is running off the land so fast 
it carries tannins from plants and other organic material 
with it, causing the unusually dark water. The dark water 

blocks light from penetrating to the seagrass.  With-
out light the grass cannot produce oxygen for the 
aquatic system, resulting in hypoxia, too little oxy-

gen for marine and aquatic organisms. 
The Caloosahatchee gets a double-

whammy because the runoff from the river’s 
own 800,000-acre watershed in Lee, Hen-
dry and Glades Counties is added to the 

excess water releases from Lake O.

High Lake O Levels Bring Dark Days For Local Waters

The Lake’s watershed extends north to 
Orlando and covers 2.5 million acres.  The 
1960s channelization of the Kissimmee 
River brings more water into the Lake.  
The watershed is so large and the water 
moves so quickly through the deepened 
canal that the Lake can fill six times faster 
than the water can be released.

The St. Lucie River was not historically con-
nected to the Lake.  Its estuary is one-half 
the size of the Caloosahatchee’s.  The St. 
Lucie receives about 20% of Lake water.

The Caloosahatchee watershed 
includes 800,000 acres.  The 
connection to the Lake triples 
the watershed.  The addition 
of upstream lock-and-dam 
structures limits freshwater 
flow to the bay in the dry 
winter months.

Lake Okeechobee is ringed by the 
Herbert Hoover Dike, built in the 
1930s for flood control.  The 
Dike is 35 feet tall, and it cuts 
off the historic flow south to 
the Everglades.

Everglades Agricultural Area
Less than 25% of Lake water 
goes to the EAA for irrigation 
(via canals).

Water Conservation Areas
Polluted EAA water is released 
to the WCA’s for treatment 
in marshes to remove excess 
Phosphorus.  Water in the 
WCA’s is too polluted to pump 
into  the water-starved Ever-
glades and Florida Bay.
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SCCF policy staff is monitoring and tracking water 
conditions with our west coast partners, providing infor-
mation through weekly reports and conference calls with 
water managers about damage occuring to our river, es-
tuary and coastal waters and sharing recommendations 
on needed changes.   SCCF Marine Lab scientists are 
also working with our partners, as well as monitoring 
and sampling water quality, seagrasses; working to restore 
seagrass beds and oysters.  RECON water quality sensor 
data is key to these efforts.  Through this work, we are 
educating, empowering and pressing water managers and 
elected officials to make changes to operations and infra-
structure to improve conditions in the Caloosahatchee.  

Drainage projects created 70 years ago for flood 
control no longer serve our state or community in-
terests or economies.   Short-term and long-term so-
lutions need to be implemented at both the Federal 
and State levels to change the outcomes and prevent 
devastation of our marine life, beaches, local econo-
mies and quality of life.  This is our legacy; this is our 
heritage to next generations.  Changes are needed 
NOW to stop the damage. 

What We’re Doing

See State Priority #3 on Page 5 for more info

Water Storage Needed NOWWater Storage Needed NOW

Hotels Take a Hit From Dark Water

The Sanibel and Captiva Islands and Fort Myers Beach Cham-
bers of Commerce sent a survey to members to see if the dark 
water had impacted them.  Directly primarily to lodging 
properties, the surveys showed that more than 60% of own-
ers/operators had suffered a financial loss because of the wa-
ter.  Find the story at the News-Press website (http://www.
news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2013308240022) 
or through a link on our Lake O and Caloosahatchee web 
page (sccf.org / look for green box on right side of home page).

Graphic from the News-Press, August 23, 2013.  See link to full 
story below.

AF
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The environment provides “trickle down” economic value:
•	 $4.3 billion in tourism and 85,000 jobs in Lee/Collier
•	 $400 million contributed from Lee/Collier from bed 

tax, sales tax, gas tax and local tax
•	 Lee/Collier $147 billion real estate assessed values
•	 Lee/Collier $1.9 billion property taxes paid
•	 Water quality issues can impact consumer confidence
       

- City of Sanibel report

Economic ImpactsEconomic Impacts

Have Fish and Wildlife Been Affected by the Releases?Have Fish and Wildlife Been Affected by the Releases?

The SCCF Marine Lab has tried repeatedly to transplant tapegrass in the Caloosahatchee to encourage new 
growth where it grew historically.  The photos show (left) healthy tapegrass in April 2012 east of S-79, where the 
Franklin Lock protects it from high salinities. The center photo is from the planting of 40 plants in September and 
October 2011 near the Caloosahatchee Bridge.  There was some loss due to grazing but density started increasing 

Salinities in the Caloosahatchee by Iona were in the lethal 
range for oysters and shoal grass.  September is peak recruit-
ment period for oysters in the Caloosahatchee.  High flows 
over the last 60 consecutive days (as of 8/13) have caused 
100% mortality of intertidal juvenile oysters at two sites 
upstream of Shell Point.

Harmful Zone for Shoal Grass

Surface Salinity at Iona Oyster Reefs (July/August 2013)

Actual 
salinity

Yes, fish and wildlife have been affected in the Caloosahatchee River 
and Pine Island Sound – largely due to decreases in salinity associated 
with the releases.  Unusual amounts of seagrass blades (leaves) are wash-
ing onto the shore and the loss of blades is a well-documented response 
by seagrass to low salinity and low light conditions. Decreases in seagrass 
shoot densities have been during the wet season since 2009, however, 
the geographic extent of losses is much broader in 2013, stretching into 
Pine Island Sound. This important structural habitat is the home for a 
diversity of fish and invertebrates, especially juveniles. Reports from area 
fishermen indicate declines in fish abundance in their catch, especially 
the spotted seatrout. Other wildlife effects may include displacement of 
seabirds because of decreased prey abundance.

Tapegrass in the Upriver Caloosahatchee

By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Laboratory Director

Wrack line of seagrass washed up on Sanibel near 
the Causeway, July 11, 2013.  Photos by SCCF

Seagrass wrack line along Sanibel Causeway, Aug. 5, 2013.  

Preferred Range for Oysters

Lethal for Oysters

Continued right
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Continued on Page 6

Our Coastal Caloosahatchee voices need to be raised in unison to finally achieve short-term and long-term solu-
tions by both the Feds and the State to prevent devastation of our marine life, beaches, local economies and quality 
of life.  As of press time, there has been some movement:  Governor Scott announced that $90 million will go toward 
bridging 2-1/2 miles of the Tamiami Trail; and Senator Negron announced four action items arising from the Aug. 22 
Senate Select Committee meeting in Stuart.  Please keep informed because the dynamics are ever-changing.

  State Priorities — Short-Term Priority Actions the State Can Take

1

2

3

Declare a State of Emergency to send excess water into the EAA (Everglades Agricultural Area), the only land 
not currently saturated or flooded in the greater Everglades ecosystem.   Private farms in the EAA have crop 
insurance yet are being protected from flooding while our public crop in the estuary has no protection and has 
been devastated even though public money has been invested in restoration of oysters and seagrass.  

Benefit:  A large percentage of excess water being lost to tide and destroying the estuaries could be captured, 
stored, treated and fed into systems to the south. 

Finish the U.S. Sugar Land Purchase.  Short-term accomplishment to purchase the land under the three-year 
option that expires this October.  This short-term action will allow longer term planning for the most significant 
restoration actions.   South of Lake O we need 1.5 million acre-feet of storage.  The EAA lands together with 
the CEPP project will provide that capacity in the natural historic gravity flowway out of Lake Okeechobee.  

Benefits: Finish the U.S. Sugar land purchase begun in 2008 via the option to purchase the remaining 
153,200 acres south of Lake O before the Option expires in October 2013.   This ultimate solution of re-
storing flow south will provide the most significant project to manage water more effectively on both the 
high and low side for the benefit of the estuaries and to provide water flow to parched systems including 
Everglades National Park, Biscayne National Park and Florida Bay.    

Before the 2014 Rainy Season, Build Caloosahatchee Storage Projects. The Caloosahatchee watershed 
needs approximately 450,000 acre-feet of storage to capture and treat watershed runoff (separate from Lake O 
flows) which accounts for a significant volume of excess water in the estuary.  

Since the estuary devastation experienced in 2005 a number of projects have been conceived and evaluated for 
the Caloosahatchee watershed. A short-term solution is to make these projects operational by next year’s rainy 
season.  See map on top of Page 3.  Projects include:  

	 •	Lake	Hicpochee	north	and	south	 	 •	C43	Interim	and	emergency	storage

	 •	Nicodemus	slough	 	 	 	 •	Spanish	Creek/Four	Corners

	 •	North	Six	Mile	Cypress	Preserve

Benefits:  Adds approximately half the needed capacity to capture, store and treat excess water from our 
watershed, improving flows, timing and water quality, all critical needs.

Take Action!Take Action!

Talking PointsTalking Points

2011&12 River Health Warningsuntil the dry season, and all of these  transplants were dead as of Feb. 
2012 due to high salinities and low light availability because of algae 
and CDOM.  The third tapegrass photo was also taken near the Caloo-
sahatchee Bridge but in December 2010; earlier efforts to replant had 
been wiped out by the 2010 dry season high salinities.

This annual cycle of extremes:  too little water (bringing high 
salinities) and too much water (bringing nutrients, organic mat-
ter and low salinities) is destroying our estuary.  Tapegrass photos 
by SCCF Marine Lab
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Immediately Revise SFWMD (South Florida Water Management District) Operational Protocols.  Land 
purchased in the Kissimmee Chain of Lakes (KCOL) was to allow additional storage in the headwaters of the 
Greater Everglades ecosystem but operational schedules have not been updated to allow/implement the ad-
ditional storage capacity.  An immediate solution is for the District and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
change the timing and increase storage in the Kissimmee Chain of Lakes and watershed.  

In addition, emergency operations should be developed for these high flow conditions to implement emergency 
water storage in the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) and stop all backpumping/backflowing from the EAA 
into Lake O.  We must protect the public crop of fisheries, shellfish and the food chain above private crop in-
terests that benefit from crop insurance.  

Benefits:  Holding water in the headwaters reduces high flows into Lake O, allows water to be fed into the 
lower system by gravity, increases wetland habitat in the upper chain of lakes and maintains aquifers in a 
region where human water demands are high. Holding water south takes advantage of the only large stor-
age capacity, reduces excess water lost to tide, provides water treatment, reduces impacts to estuaries and 
provides supply to feed water south where freshwater supply is needed for Everglades National Park and 
Florida Bay.    

Immediately Augment SFWMD Monitoring of Biological Impacts to Estuaries including oysters, sea-
grasses and species diversity from the large releases and redefine the estuary boundaries to accommodate the 
enlarged geographic range during releases.   

Encourage Governor Scott to Pursue RESTORE Act funding for C43 and Tamiami Trail.  These projects need 
to be built and using RESTORE Act funding avoids delays and hurdles in awaiting Congressional authorization of a 
WRDA bill and appropriations.  Governor Scott’s $90 million commitment is a good start but there is more to do.

1

3

5

6

2

  Federal Priorities 

Press the U.S. House to Pass WRDA.  The 2013 Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) includes the 
Caloosahatchee C-43 West Basin Reservoir project that will provide 170,000 acre-feet of storage within the 
Caloosahatchee basin to help address high and low flow issues. WRDA is the only way to get water projects 
approved for construction and funding across the nation.  It has been six years since the last WRDA and it is 
needed to authorize long-term storage projects to help reduce high flow conditions.  

Two needed projects are the C-43 reservoir for the Caloosahatchee and the Central Everglades Planning 
Project (CEPP), to restore water flow south to the Everglades. 

   

Fast track the Central Everglades Planning Project (CEPP) and get congressional support and funding 
for the project.  Phase I of the project will move approximately 200,000 acre-feet of water south of Lake 
Okeechobee and build the first phase of infrastructure to reduce some of the damaging flows to the St. Lucie 
and Caloosahatchee estuaries.
   

Fund the next 5.5 miles of Tamiami Trail bridging.  Additional flows cannot be initiated out of Lake O to 
the south until the flow capacity under US 41/Tamiami trail is available.  This shovel ready project is funda-
mental to achieving the infrastructure to reduce flows to the estuary.

In addition to federal funding, we need to pursue RESTORE Act funding for this project, which will help 
restore freshwater flow to Florida Bay and allow excess water currently dumped on the Caloosahatchee and St. 
Lucie rivers to move south, adding resiliency to the Everglades to prevent saltwater intrusion. 

Take Action:  Write to U.S. Senator Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio, U.S. Representative Trey Radel, the U.S. House 
Members of the Everglades Caucus and the Fl Senate Select Committee asking for their support of the following feder-
al priorities, addresses at: http://www.sccf.org/content/240/Federal-Government-Contacts-for-Lee-County.aspx#ussen

4
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Lake Okeechobee levels graph from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The dark blue dashed line upper right indicates the 
averaged forecast for lake levels over the next four months.  The solid red line represents the maximum  lake level in terms of 
safety of the Herbert Hoover Dike surrounding the lake.  It’s pretty obvious that more than half of the future projections (the 
light blue area, upper right) put lake levels in the danger zone, making it fairly certain that massive releases will be continu-
ing for some time.  The answer is providing storage outside of Lake Okeechobee.

Stop the Harm • Buy the Land • Build the Bridge •  
Move Water South • Fund it Now!

Sign the Petition to Protect Funding for 
Florida Land and Water!  This amendment 
will protect funding for state land purchases 
and leases that can be used to help fund the 
project priorities we’ve listed above (available in 
the Nature Center). 

Water Shortage Management Band

Lake O Levels
January 1, 2012  -  Aug. 26, 2013 

}
Average Lake Level

1965-2007

Projected range of lake levels (or “cone 
of uncertainty”) for the next 4 months

High Lake  
Management Band

Why Lake O Levels Are a Concern

When water levels drop below the black Water Short-
age Management Band, and they have in the past sev-
eral years of drought, decisions about lake releases are 
made by the SFWMD and not the Corps.  The SFWMD has 
consistently provided water to other permitted users 
without requiring water conservation measures while 
systemically refusing to consider the needs of the east 
and west coast estuaries.

Submit comments to the Senate Select Committee via their website http://www.flsenate.gov/topics/irllob.  Please also 
contact the Governor rick.scott@myflorida.com, our local legislative delegation: matt.caldwell@myfloridahouse.gov, 
heather.fitzenhagen@myfloridahouse.gov, dane.eagle@myfloridahouse.gov, ray.rodrigues@myfloridahouse.gov and the 
SFWMD Governing Board.  Emails can be found at www.sccf.org on the “Current Issues” green box on the right, 
under “Government Contact Emails.”  You can also learn more about the connection between Lake Okeechobee and 
the Caloosahatchee, and check the weekly Caloosahatchee Condition Reports prepared by the west coast partners.

Get Involved!  Get Informed!  Take Action!Get Involved!  Get Informed!  Take Action!

ContactsContacts

Track and submit comments to the Florida Senate Select Committee on the Indian River Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee 
basin.  The first hearing of the Select committee was August 22  in Stuart. We urged the committee to support and 
initiate the above-listed state and federal actions and conduct a similar hearing here on the west coast.  Thanks for 
stepping up and speaking out (website link below).  Together we can change the way it’s always been done!

Save the Date — Estuary issues and their impact on 
coastal communities will be the theme of the upcoming 
Everglades Coalition Conference at the Naples Beach 
Hotel, January 9-11, 2014.  Learn more at:  www.ever-
gladescoalition.org
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Cane Toads Seem to be Established on Sanibel
By Chris Lechowicz, Wildlife Habitat Management Director and Herpetologist

On Thursday, August 1, 2013, 
the SCCF Wildlife Habitat Man-
agement Program and Marine Lab 
attempted to remove cane toad (Rhi-
nella marina) larva and metamorphs 
(young toads) from a runnel on a 
Sanibel beach. 

This runnel, or narrow channel 
that holds water, contained mostly 
freshwater (0-4 ppt). It measured 
approximately 250 feet in length 
with an average width of about 7.8 
feet.  This runnel was divided into 
two pools, each with an average 
depth of eight inches. Amazingly, 
the runnel was only 49 feet from 
the sea water on the beach and 
there appeared to be no saltwater 

intrusion.  The runnel was located just east of Rabbit Road on the beach. 
In order to prevent tadpoles from transforming into adults, freshwater 

was pumped from the runnel using powered water pumps.  Larval and newly 
transformed metamorphs were removed with a seine and dip nets.  Many 
beachgoers asked what we were doing and volunteered their time to help us in 
the eradication effort. Cane toads are prolific breeders and each mating pair 
can produce up to 35,000 eggs at one time.

Above:  Lab and Habitat staff working to 
flush out the cane toad larva and young 
toads.  Right:  Cane toad metamorph.  
Left:  The runnel on the beach near Rab-
bit Road.  The freshwater was drained.

For almost two decades SCCF has been providing educational 
classes specifically designed for realtors. As years went on, the work-
shops became more formalized. The Florida Realtors certified the 
Environmental Considerations for Coastal Living class in 2001. In 
that first year SCCF was recognized by the State Association with an 
award for the Best New Education Class. After the August 7-hour 
class, real estate broker Susan Andrews said  "I could make a few 
comments today that I couldn't make yesterday - about RECON 
stations, water quality, cane toads, dolphins, Captiva development, 
where visitors come from, and more."  The local Association also re-
quires each new member to attend an orientation class at SCCF and 
the Foundation is one of the places realtors must come to receive 
their Sanibel and Captiva Islands specialist designation.

Realtors® and SCCF
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Please Join SCCF for the Annual International Coastal 
Cleanup on Saturday, September 21 

On Saturday, September 21, SCCF invites you to partic-
ipate in an international volunteer effort to rid our coastlines 
and waterways of marine litter, pollution, and debris.  As 
many as 600,000 volunteers worldwide remove millions of 
pounds of coastal trash that can hurt local economies, injure 
and kill marine wildlife, and choke the ocean environment.   
SCCF’S partner in the Ocean Conservancy’s 27th Annual 
Coastal Cleanup is Keep Lee County Beautiful and Bailey’s 
General Store.  Through Bailey’s, Barefoot Wines is also a 
Coastal Cleanup partner this year, and they will be providing 
T-shirts, gloves and bags while supplies last.

Participation is easy so bring your friends and family 
to the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation at 3333 
Sanibel-Captiva Road between 9 a.m. - 12 noon on Sat-
urday, September 21 to check in and pick up your Coastal 

Cleanup Data cards and trash bags.   Please bring your own 
water to reduce the use of plastic water bottles.  Please bring 
your own work gloves to reduce the use of the plastic gloves 
that will be available. 

Lunch and snacks on the Nature Center porch will be 
available thanks to Bailey’s from 10 a.m. til 12 noon as well 
as a dumpster to deposit your trash.

Worldwide last year, volunteers picked up 10,149,988 
lbs. of trash on 17,719 miles of coast.  Cigarettes topped 
the list of things found with plastic bottles coming in third.  
In Florida, 23,362 people collected 452,913 lbs. of trash 
on 1,175 miles of coast.  Trash in the ocean is one of the 
most widespread problems threatening our waterways and 
wildlife... and it is all preventable.

If you have questions, want to reserve your “clean up” 
spot, or get your data cards ahead of time please call 472-
2329.   See you at the Coastal Cleanup!     

Shane Koehler has come from the lush rainy city 
of Portland, Oregon to intern for SCCF’s Native 
Plant Nursery. His degree is in ecological studies and 
fine arts with a concentration in biological illustration 
and native plant landscaping. Since graduating with 
his degree in ecological and environmental design he 
has worked as an environmental educator and com-
munity arts specialist all around the country. 

Most recently, Shane has been career-searching 
and after a conversation during Sea Turtle Patrol with 
Kristie Anders he has discovered the field of Inter-
pretive Planning.  This would combine his passions 
for the natural sciences with fine arts and public out-
reach. He looks forward to his time on Sanibel, and 
is excited to learn more about horticulture, habitat 
restoration, and native landscaping. 

Meet Nursery Intern Shane Koehler

Mazzy (14), Malyn (7) and Veda (13) Teich got into the spirit of 
things on a visit to the Nature Center from Kildeer, IL in August.

Coastal Cleanup on Saturday, September 21

Thank you, Wilson and Whitney!
A	belated	thanks	to	seven-year-old	Wilson	and	
four-year-old	Whitney	Brewster,	who	dug	into	
their	piggybanks	for	SCCF’s	2012-13	Annual	
Fund	Drive.		The	family	lives	in	New	York	
but	they	have	a	home	on	Captiva.		When	Mom	
and	Dad	explained	what	the	fund	drive	money	
would	be	used	for,	Wilson	and	Whitney	wanted	
to	donate.		Thank	you	(and	to	Mom	and	Dad,	
who	provided	“matching”	funds)	for	helping	to	
support	our	work!

Shane Koehler
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On July 18, smalltooth sawfish researchers from the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI) 
graciously allowed this landlubber to tag along on one 
of their regularly scheduled sawfish monitoring trips on 
the Caloosahatchee River.  The researchers had trailered 
their vessel from their Charlotte Harbor Field Lab to the 
Cape Coral Yacht Club boat ramp where we met up.  The 
weather was ominous, the river dark tannic brown but off 
we went.  The first order of business was to drop two par-
allel 100-foot nets perpendicular to river’s edge a couple of 
hundred feet apart.  We tested for depth, D.O. (dissolved 
oxygen in the water), turbidity (darkness), and salinity as 
the nets were set.  An hour wait in the boat between the 
nets left plenty of time for conversation, interrupted only 
when a net float bobbed and you waded over to collect 
whatever was caught.  This process was repeated again at 
an Iona site before the weather ran us back to the yacht 
club and before we could sample at Shell Point.

Expectations for seeing a federally endangered sawfish 
that day were low.  The river salinity was extremely low 
from rain and Lake O water releases; .05 salinity in the 
river compared to .34 in the Gulf. All that was caught that 
day were freshwater, non-native tilapia. Fin clippings were 
taken. Part of the research project includes sawfish feed-
ing biology.  Whatever sawfish eat, it probably was not in 
the river that day…killed or chased down river in search 
of higher salinity.  Where the food goes so goes the endan-
gered smalltooth sawfish... but where do they go?  Accord-
ing to SCCF’s RECON sensors on August 4, the Caloosa-
hatchee salinity at Shell Point swung from 0.00 at low tide 

to 0.25 at high tide.  Tarpon Bay salinity went from 0.15 
to 0.25.  Redfish Pass and San Carlos Bay only swung from 
0.25 to 0.33.

Before launching the research vessel that day, FWRI 
researcher, Jackie DeAngelo, said she almost called to say 
I should stay on Sanibel if I wanted to see a sawfish.  That 
week fisherman unintentionally caught a 13 footer off 
Blind Pass and an 8 ft. Pristis pectinata on the Causeway.  
Both were released with neither the fisherman or hopeful-
ly the sawfish hurt.  Cutting fishing line from the rostrum 
of a sawfish is dangerous business, especially when caught 

Tracking the Federally Endangered Smalltooth Sawfish

Above:  FWC Sawfish researchers setting nets on the edge of 
the Caloosahatchee.  Below:  One of two smalltooth sawfish 
recently caught (and released) off the Sanibel Causeway.  This 
eight-footer was caught by Gator Lynch of Fort Myers.  Photo 
courtesy Niesha Rose Photography

sawfish need to be kept in the water to survive.  
But where were the young sawfish that 

FWRI study? The juveniles are  found in natu-
ral creeks  The researchers have tagged approxi-
mately 200 sawfish.  Jackie’s work for the next 
few weeks will be to compile the data recorded 
as the tagged sawfish passed the monitoring sta-
tions that track them.   

The FWC sawfish researchers will be pre-
senting at SCCF’s Nature Center in January 
2014 and will be working with SCCF to design a 
sawfish exhibit for the nature center.  Come and 
learn more about this elasmobranch (sawfish, 
sharks, and rays) whose last holdout is South 
Florida.  To report a sawfish sighting e-mail  
Sawfish@MyFWC.com or call 941-255-7403.

By Dee Serage, Living with Wildlife Educator
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House				 •		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			
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Stop the Harm ~ Buy the Land ~ Build the Bridge ~Move Water South ~ Fund it Now! 

SCCF MeMber Update

OCtOber 2013

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Check out our fourth annual Gift Catalog inside!  It’s chockful of creative ways to help support SCCF 
while handily checking off your holiday gift list.

SCCF Gift Catalog — the Gift that Gives to SCCF

Water issues have been front and center this summer 
due to the devastating flood waters resulting from the wettest 
year since 2005.  We have been busy building understand-
ing about the situation and building partnerships across the 
community so we can speak with one voice to lawmakers.   
We are making progress on changing the system to create 
meaningful improvements  With regional partners we have 
highlighted priorities through press conferences and one-on-
one meetings with legislators, testified at the Senate Select 
Committee meeting in Stuart, attended a Town Hall meet-
ing with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the South 
Florida Water Management District (SFWMD).

To build public understanding we have been deliv-
ering a series of programs on Captiva, Cape Coral, Fort 
Myers Beach and an upcoming program with University 
of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Services 
(IFAS) on October 18, highlighting the solutions and en-
couraging the public to get informed.

Our community engagement has allowed us to speak 
with one voice and it’s beginning to yield results.  The 

Governor has committed $90 million, over three years, 
for the construction of the next 2.6 miles of Tamiami 
Trail bridging (with the other $90 million coming from 
the Federal Department of the Interior) and announced 
$40 million to speed up construction of the C-44 Storm-
water Treatment Area project on the St. Lucie River. 

After just one meeting, the Negron Senate Select 
Committee has resulted in the Joint Legislative Budget 
Commission approving a $2.7 million budget amend-
ment that will help divert about one-third of the excess 
Lake Okeechobee water now damaging the Caloosa-
hatchee and St. Lucie rivers and estuaries.

The SFWMD and Department of Environmental Pro-
tection identified operational and structural changes to the 
existing pumping stations to help send one billion additional 
gallons (3,068 acre feet) into Everglades National Park.

Senator Negron has also committed to seek $100 mil-
lion for Everglades restoration in the 2014 legislative bud-
get, an increase of $30 million over 2013 levels. 

Stay  tuned there is sure to be more to come.  

You can find our list of Priority 
Actions and contacts on our web 
site, www.sccf.org, off the home 
page
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I am not certain what it is about October that makes 
me want to create an almanac except that some of my 
favorite annual events happen then. 

I have to remind myself that although summer is 
technically over, October has the dubious honor of being 
the most active hurricane month in Florida. I always keep 
an eye on weather disturbances brewing south of Cuba 
and the Gulf of Mexico. Those storms sneak up on us  in a 
matter of days compared to the swirls we can see for weeks 
in advance blowing across the Atlantic.

White pelicans wing their way from the upper mid-
west and arrive in Pine Island Sound early in the month. I 
always look for them to arrive in time for Columbus Day 
and joke that they carry a calendar under their down.

I look forward to October because it generally means 
the first tiny cool front comes through, dropping hu-
midity down a bit. For those of us on island during the 
summer, a 10o drop in temperature and humidity under 
50% are treats worth celebrating.

All of the colorful warblers and song birds seem to 
take advantage of the tail wind that comes from a north-
erly breeze to start their migration south. Many species will 
stop by our islands for a day or two before heading off to 
the Keys, Cuba, the Yucatan, Caribbean or points beyond.

There’s also a small meteor shower at the end of the 

month (October 25) that can have some pleasant surpris-
es if I awake a couple hours before the sun rises.

This year there’s something new for me to look forward 
to in October, Comet ISON.  By the very end of the month 
people with spotting scopes and binoculars who are also 
very early risers may be able to locate the ISON comet.  The 
comet will not be visible to the naked eye by then, but will be 
soon after.  Just before the sun rises, the constellation Leo will 
be visible in the eastern sky. To some the front part of Leo 
looks like a sickle or a backwards question mark. The comet 
will appear close to Leo’s brightest star, Regulus.

During early November the comet will steadily become 
brighter and visible to the naked eye. Nothing spectacular 
yet, but if the comet is not pulled into the sun’s gravity, it 
will emerge in early December with a tail that will steadily 
grow. There’s an emphasis on if. No one knows for sure if the 
comet will survive.  Comet ISON was discovered just one 
year ago and is expected to make a turn around the sun by 
late November.

10 cards & envelopes for $15.  Available at the 
Native Plant Nursery..  We can mail your cards 
to you for an extra priority mailing charge.  
Mail orders must be received by Dec. 10.
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By Kristie Anders, Education Director

Wines in the Wild — Nov. 9
Come join us on November 9 to celebrate Wines In 

The Wild!  Guests will taste three white and three red 
wines while strolling the grounds of the Nature Center, 
also enjoying Leslie Adams’ tasty treats chosen to match 
the wines.  More info coming soon.

Photo courtesy Dean Caple.

Eagles have been bringing nesting material to 
the platform put up on Sanibel by SCCF 

with the assistance of LCEC and Bird 
Westall.  It’s too soon to say if they will 
actually nest on the platform but it’s 

a good sign that they are bringing  
materials.  

(message
 inside)   Season’s Greetings!

October Almanac



Page 3

Turtle Tracks-10

Gator/Croc Tales-10 Turtle Tracks-10

Turtle Tracks-10

Tank Talks-10

Tank Talks-10

Tank Talks-10
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Alien Invasion-10
City Almost Wasn’’t - 1:30

Bobcats-10
Sharks, No Bones-1:30
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Sun     Mon    TueSday             WedneSday        ThurSday         Fri       SaT

The alien invaSion

Over 500 fish and wildlife species, 
1180 plant species and who knows 
how many insects that are not native 
now live and multiply in Florida, after 
being introduced by humans.  Some 
like the pythons in the Everglades are 
having devastating effects.  Come and 
learn about Sanibel’s “Alien Invasion.”  
Wednesday, October 23 at 10 a.m. in the 
Nature Center. Cost is $5 with members 
and children free.

BoBcaT TaleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how 
author Kevin Hansen describes Lynx 
rufus.  While other wild feline spe-
cies are in trouble, bobcats seem to 
be flourishing through most of their 
North American range and this adapt-
able feline’s ability to survive close to 
humans is one of the reasons for the 
bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can 
make up to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
Wednesday, October 30 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the pro-
gram is $5 per adult, with members 
and children attending for free.

calooSahaTchee oxBoW &  
riverlore cruiSe

Come with us to experience the his-
toric meanders of the upriver Ca-
loosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise 
guided by Rae Ann Wessel. Departs 
at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin 
Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in 
Olga.  Advance reservations and pay-
ment required.  $40 per person.  Space 

is limited.  For reservations, call 472-
2329.  Cruises are offered in 2013:  
Sunday, Nov. 3, Friday, Nov. 29 (after 
Thanksgiving), Sunday, Dec. 8; and 
in 2014:  Sundays Jan. 26, Feb. 9, 
Mar. 9, Apr. 13, and May 11 (Moth-
er’s Day).

SharkS and rayS, no BoneS aBouT ‘eM

Fossil records of elasmobranches 
indicate they are the first group of 
animals that had a spinal cord pro-
tected by a spine. But that spine is 
gristly cartilage not bone. Sharks, 
rays and skates all share this distinc-
tion. Learn the difference between 
skates and rays, hear stories of sharks 
and find out about one of the rarest 
endangered species that swims in the 
waters around this area.  Wednesday, 
October 30  at 1:30 p.m.  $5 for non-
members; members and children 17 
and under are free. 

The ciTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T and 
The SaniBel Plan  

The City of Sanibel was the first in the 
country to adopt a comprehensive land 
use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems.  This program is the story of 
the City’s creation and the shaping of 
its future through the Sanibel Report,  
the Sanibel Vision Statement and the 
Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that 
this work yielded the preservation of 
the phenomenal and bountiful natural 
resources we all enjoy today. Wednesday, 
October 23 at 1:30 p.m.  Cost of the pro-
gram is $5 per adult, with members and 
children attending for free.   

GaTor & crocodile TaleS

The biology of alligators and crocodiles 
is an ancient tale of survival.  Florida’s 
history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living 
dinosaurs and what we must do to en-
sure our safety and their survival on the 
islands.  Wednesday, October 16 at 10 
a.m. at the Nature Center.  Cost of the 
program is $5 per adult, with members 
and children attending for free.

Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational 
ambassadors living in tanks.  There is 
Indie the endangered Indigo snake, 
Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, 
Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, 
Salty the mangrove water snake, plus 
baby box turtles and critters in the 
touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassa-
dors.  Tuesdays, October 1, 15 and 29 
at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center au-
ditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.

TurTle TrackS

Sanibel Island had one of the first 
sea turtle monitoring programs in 
the country.  Learn about the life cy-
cles and habits of the sea turtles and 
shorebirds that nest on our beaches, 
SCCF’s monitoring activities, and 
what we are doing to protect them.  
Thursdays, October 3, 17 and 31.  
Free to members and children, $5 for 
non-members.

SCCF October 2013 Program Schedule
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984   

www.sccf.org   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House    •  Education Center & Touch Tank
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			
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Natural Resource Policy:  Water Watch and Other News

SCCF MeMber Update

NoveMber - deCeMber 2013

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
Water Watch

For the past four consecutive 
months, flows into the Caloosa-
hatchee estuary have been above 
the harm threshold of 2800 cfs 
(cubic feet per second). The exces-
sive freshwater has had devastating 
impacts on our marine and estua-
rine resources with 100% mortal-
ity of oysters in the Caloosahatchee 
at Iona and Peppertree Pointe and 
green seagrass washing up along our 
beaches. Ironically all this freshwater 
has not been beneficial to our fresh-
water tape grass in the upper estuary 
because the colored dissolved organ-
ic matter (CDOM), that creates the 
dark colored water, absorbs and scat-

ters light in the water column and 
makes it unavailable to the grass. 

The public outrage over the dev-
astating water conditions that affect 
both our Caloosahatchee estuary and 
the St. Lucie estuary on the east side 
of the state have captured the atten-
tion of our elected officials at both 
the state and federal levels. Public 
meetings and promises to implement 
solutions are at hand.  

Florida Senate Select Committee
In Florida Senate President Don 

Gaetz tapped Senator Joe Negron from 
the Treasure Coast to chair the Senate 
Select Committee on the Indian River 
Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee Basin. 

The objective of the committee is to 
identify and fund short-term solutions 
and prioritize long-term projects.  Our 
Senator, Lizbeth Benacquisto, has as-
sured that Caloosahatchee issues are 
included in the scope of the commit-
tee.  She has been a powerful advocate 
on the committee, representing and 
fighting for projects and solutions for  
addressing both water quantity and 
quality issues.

In August the committee held a 
public hearing in Stuart followed up 
by a second hearing in Tallahassee 
in September. SCCF policy staff has 
been meeting with Senator Benac-
quisto and working behind the scenes 
with stakeholder partners on both 
coasts to provide details on projects 
and priority actions. The commit-
tee plans to issue recommendations 
in a November report. You can track 
committee meetings and actions on 
their website:  http://www.flsenate.gov/
Committees/Show/SIRO/

Florida Fly In to DC
Good News!  The U.S. House 

passed the WRRDA bill by a vote of 
417-3 in October. WRRDA, the Water 
Resources Reform and Development 
Act, is the process through which Con-
gress authorizes the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to carry out vital water in-
frastructure and environmental restora-
tion projects. This year’s bill, HR 3080, 
includes four Everglades Restoration 
projects for Florida;  the C43 Reservoir 

See Policy on Page 5

This year’s WRRDA bill authorizes four Everglades Restoration projects:  the C43 Res-
ervoir (for the Caloosahatchee), the Broward County Water Preserve Area, Biscayne Bay 
Coastal Wetlands and the C111 Spreader Canal. 
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Sandy Gross
Sandy Gross has been visiting Sanibel for about 35 

years. She is passionate about land preservation and habi-
tat restoration. She resides in Cincinnati, Ohio where 

she owns a public art studio, 
Brazee Street Studios, situated 
on acres of reclaimed urban 
land that is now home to a 
certified monarch waysta-
tion, native prairie, bird habi-
tat and 25 studio artists. She 
maintains a studio practice in 
glass, teaches classes to both 
children and educators and 
currently has been doing large 
scale art glass installations 

with children across the country. She and her husband 
John Hutton own an award-winning childrens bookstore, 
Blue Manatee Children’s Bookstore. Sandy holds degrees 
in both Art and Education which inspire her work with 
children and grown-ups alike.

Gwenda Hiett-Clements
An SCCF volunteer for over 15 years, Gwenda served 

on the Board of Trustees from 2004 to 2008. She headed 
the Membership Committee for over six years, and has 

been a sea turtle volunteer 
since 1997. Currently she is 
the lead volunteer for SCCF 
data entry relating to mem-
bership, the Annual Fund 
Drive and other donations. 

Gwenda moved to Sanibel 
from Indianapolis, Indiana 
where she taught high school 
English, journalism and pho-
tojournalism for 25 years and 
was advisor for school news-

paper and yearbook staffs. While vacationing on Sanibel 
in 1991, she met Len Clements, an islander since 1973, 
and they married in 1994. 

She earned a bachelor’s degree in education from Ball 
State University, her master’s degree from Butler University, 
and pursued additional training in design and photography 
at Indiana University where she taught summer journalism 
workshops. She credits working at all three of the local is-
land newspapers during the ‘90s with providing her a good 
island education.

Richard Shipley
Richard Shipley has lived off and on Sanibel for over 

10 years, and acquired his current property five years ago.
Richard is founder and Managing Director of 

Shiprock Capital (www.shiprock.com). Shiprock Capital 
is a private equity firm investing in early and expansion 
stage technology companies, primarily in the fields of in-
formation technology and the physical sciences.

Previously Mr. Shipley 
was President and CEO of 
Shipley Company, L.L.C., 
a world leader in electronic 
materials and process tech-
nology development. Shipley 
Company’s markets included 
advanced circuit board tech-
nology, semiconductor man-
ufacturing and advanced elec-
tronic packaging. 

Mr. Shipley received his 
MBA at Boston University in 1972. He previously served 
on both the Massachusetts High Technology Council 
Board of Directors, and the Newton-Wellesley Hospital 
(Partners HealthCare) Board. He is currently a Trustee of 
Boston University.
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Saturday, November 9    

SCCF
    

6 - 8 p.m.

Explore the Foundation grounds while sampling 
a delicious array of food and wine.

This year’s selection includes wines with 
an environmental component, whether in 

winemaking or packaging.

$75 per person in advance
$85 at the door

For reservations call SCCF at 472-2329

Help to sponsor this event by joining our 
Host Committee.  For details, please contact:

 Linda Uhler at 472-3817 or 
 Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768

Toasting Our Good Nature

Enjoy a fun evening and 
help support SCCF programs!

Wines in the WildWines in the Wild

Join us on Tuesday, December 10 for our Annual Membership Meeting.  Get an update on our work over the 
past year, meet the new nominees for the Board of Trustees and enjoy a casual potluck dinner.  More info in the 
program listing on Page 8.

Annual Membership Meeting on December 10
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Eastern box turtles (Terrapene 
carolina) are a unique group of tur-
tles that do not precisely fit into an 
aquatic or terrestrial designation.  A 
proper description for them would 
be semi-aquatic or perhaps semi-ter-
restrial, since they frequently enter 
water bodies but are mostly seen in 
terrestrial habitats. They are given the 
name “box turtles” because of their 
ability to completely close their upper 
(carapace) and lower (plastron) shells 
in order to deter predators.  

All forms of Terrapene carolina 
are protected from commercializa-
tion in Florida and have strict pos-
session limits. Sanibel actually has a 
statute prohibiting the collection of 
any native turtle on the island. There 
are four subspecies of eastern box 
turtles found in the United States. 
The Florida box turtle (Terrapene 
carolina bauri) is the form found in 
the Florida peninsula and on Sanibel 
and Captiva islands. George Camp-

bell, author of The Nature of Things 
on Sanibel (1978) and several nature 
articles for the Sanibel Captiva Is-
lander, referred to this turtle as “The 
Jewel of Sanibel” because of their yel-
low streaks stretching across a mostly 
black carapace. Both Campbell and 
Charles LeBuff reported a noticeable 
decline in their numbers on Sanibel 
during the 1980s and 1990s. SCCF 
has led the effort to gather baseline 
data for long-term monitoring and 
population assessment on Sanibel 
and Captiva. 

These small, long-lived turtles 
have been reported to live to be over 
130 years old. Research has shown 
that most box turtles have a relatively 
small home range (generally 2.5-12 
acres). Florida box turtles rarely ex-
ceed seven inches in total length and 
populations on Sanibel are among 
the largest anywhere in their range. 
The state record for a Florida box 
turtle is 187 mm, which was from 

Sanibel in the 1980s. Their primary 
conservation issues are habitat loss, 
road-mortality and unscrupulous col-
lection for the pet trade.  

SCCF began a mark-recapture ef-
fort, on Sanibel and Captiva, nearly 
10 years ago in order to gather popu-
lation data on these barrier island box 
turtles, as well as to gather longevity 
and home range patterns. SCCF has 
many partners in this effort. The J.N. 
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge, the City of Sanibel, the Sanc-
tuary Golf Course, C.R.O.W., several 
condo associations and private indi-
viduals participate in this effort by 
providing box turtles that they may 
find on their lands. 

Captured turtles are processed at 
the SCCF Wildlife Habitat Manage-
ment office. There, they are measured, 
weighed, sexed and permanently 
marked for identification purposes. A 
GPS location of the capture point is 
recorded for movement analysis. All 
turtles are returned to their place of 
capture immediately after process-
ing. To date, SCCF has marked well 
over 100 individuals on Sanibel and 
Captiva and have been getting good 
recapture data.  Our data will be 
compared with a study conducted 
on Egmont Key (a National Wildlife 
Refuge off of St. Petersburg, FL).

Wildlife Habitat Management: Protecting the Jewel of Sanibel

By Chris Lechowicz, Director, Wildlife Habitat Management and Herpetologist
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Watch Your Mail!
The SCCF Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2012-2013 will be arriving just before Thanksgiving.
We hope you will feel thankful for all the good work done in the last year to build on our commitment to con-

servation. If so, please show your support by returning the enclosed envelope with your most generous tax-deductible 
donation to the 2013-2014 Annual Fund Drive.

For questions about the Annual Fund Drive or end-of-year giving, please call Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768.

(for the Caloosahatchee a/k/a Canal 43), the Broward County 
Water Preserve Area, Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands and the 
C111 spreader Canal. 

In addition, the bill includes an amendment that 
would allow the South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict to go forward with the Central Everglades Planning 
Project, CEPP.  This is important because the CEPP proj-
ect is fundamental to building the infrastructure that will 
move water south of Lake Okeechobee, ultimately pro-
viding relief from high flows to the estuaries. To be in-
cluded in a WRRDA bill, projects need a Chief ’s Report 
from the Corps of Engineers.  The report for this project 
is expected by next spring, potentially after this WRRDA 
bill is passed. Waiting for the next WRRDA bill would 
arrest progress on Everglades Restoration. 

Now a conference committee will reconcile differences 
between the bill passed by the House and the Senate version 
passed last May. Both chambers will vote on the final bill 
and, if passed, the bill goes to the President for his signature. 
With this authorization, the projects would move forward 
for the approval of the appropriations.

The federal shutdown may have focused more atten-
tion on the bill and attendance at a bipartisan meeting 
hosted in DC by U.S. Representative Patrick Murphy (D) 
Jupiter and Representative Trey Radel (R) Fort Myers. On 
October 3rd over 20 House members, including Speaker 
Pelosi and key members from over six states, attended a 
meeting to discuss solutions and next steps. Stakeholders 
and elected officials from both the west and east coast 
made the trip to demand passage of a WRRDA bill.

The extra R in this year’s bill reflects the committees’ 
work at Reform in the bill to eliminate earmarks, stream-
line the infrastructure delivery process and defund projects 
previously approved that have not started construction.

Sign the Petition to Protect Funding for Florida Conser-
vation and Park Land

More than 4,000 individual volunteers and 340 con-
servation and civic organizations from across Florida have 
been working to put the Florida Water and Land Conser-
vation Amendment on the November 2014 ballot.  

So far, 530,662 Floridians have signed the petition! 
That’s more than half a million people who want to see the 
amendment on the ballot next year. We have come too far to 
slow down now, so please find some time in your calendar to 
get out and collect signatures. It is the most important thing 
you can do to make sure we qualify for the November 2014 
ballot. Please also tell everyone you meet about the campaign 
and ask them to sign! More information is available at the 
FWLL website: http://floridawaterlandlegacy.org/

Caloosahatchee Oxbow & Riverlore Cruises begin 17th year
Join us on a river cruise to enjoy the historic and scenic 

Caloosahatchee.  The 2.5 hour tour departs from the Frank-
lin Locks and travels upstream through the old river mean-
ders. This year’s trips begin the day after Thanksgiving on 
Friday, November 29, 2013 and continue monthly through 
May 11, 2014.  These trips fill up fast during season so call in 
your reservations to SCCF 239.472.2329 early. Trip dates for 
this season are: Friday, November 29 and Sunday December 
8 in 2013; in 2014: Sunday January 26; Sunday February 9; 
Sunday March 9; Sunday April 13; and Mothers Day Sun-
day May 11.  Look forward to seeing you on the river!

Save the Date 29th Annual Everglades coalition Conference
The 29th annual Everglades Coalition Conference 

will be held in Naples at the Naples Beach Hotel January 
9 – 11, 2014.   The conference theme Everglades Restora-
tion Protecting Coastal Communities is particularly time-
ly after this year’s devastating impacts on coastal estuaries.  
The conference is the largest annual forum for exchange 
of Everglades conservation and restoration discussion and 
is attended by decision-makers from federal, state, local 
and tribal governments, agency representatives, stake-
holders, public and private interests, scientists, educators, 
contractors, conservationists, the media and  students.   

The annual conference does not make it to the west 
coast very often so we hope you will plan to join us to add 
your voice to the stimulating programs, discussion and 
debate. Registration and more information is available at: 
http://www.evergladescoalition.org.

Policy -- Continued from Page 1
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On YOur Own at the nature Center

ButterflY hOuse

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the 
state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly 
House.  

human uses Of flOrida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  
Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have 
been used for food, shelter, medicine and art by cul-
tures past and present.   

walking trails & OBservatiOn tOwer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s 
interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a 
bird’s eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.  Guided 
Trail Walks offered in the winter.  

wildlife exhiBits

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a vari-
ety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take 
a look at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the 
Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Flor-
ida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in 
the touch tank.

Born and raised in Orlando, FL, I am a true Florida 
native.  I grew up going on family adventures from ca-
noeing and diving to fossil hunting with my grandfather.  
Sanibel has been a beloved retreat in my family since long 
before I was born, and has contributed to my love of na-
ture.  After a study abroad trip to the rainforest of Guyana 
and to the Madras Crocodile Bank in India, I discovered 
that I had a passion for plants that was not to be stifled.  
Specifically, I am fascinated by ethnobotany, the study of 
the way people use plants.  In August of 2013, I gradu-
ated from the University of Florida with a BS in Plant 
Sciences with a minor in Agribusiness.  

The unique opportunity to work with Sanibel-Cap-
tiva Conservation Foundation has presented itself at the 
most opportune of times as I figure out the steps after 
college.  I am looking to start a career in horticulture, and 
hope to incorporate ethnobotany into whatever I do.  

Meet Nursery Intern Hannah Wooten

10 cards & envelopes for $15.  Available at the 
Native Plant Nursery..  We can mail your cards 
to you for an extra priority mailing charge.  
Mail orders must be received by Dec. 10.
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 inside)   Season’s Greetings!
Support SCCF While Holiday Shopping!

Check out our new Gift Catalog, full of great 
ideas that help support the ongoing work of the 
Foundation.  There are copies in the Nature Center 
and also at www.sccf.org (look under Other Ways to 
Help, top right)
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On Friday, October 25, SCCF sponsored 
an FGCU student project to remove under-
water marine debri and fishingline line under 
the Sanibel Pier.  The City  closed the pier 
for easy access for the divers.  Dive Master 
and FGCU student Nathan Engler coordi-
nated and lead the group as part of project 
requirements for their civic engagement class 
at Florida Gulf Coast University.  SCCF is 
sponsored this marine cleanup as part of the 
Keep Lee County Beautiful “Monofilament 
Madness” event.  The divers found 3 large 
casting nets, pounds of lead weights, a long 
handled pole net, batteries, cell phone, hooks, 
and miles of fishing line in large jumbled 
masses.  Monofilament fishing line and ma-
rine debri can trap and harm sea turtles, birds 
and many other critters.  The students freed 
many live stone crabs from the debri and the divers spotted numerous large snook.  The resident Goliath Grouper who 
lives under the pier did not make an appearance that day. 

SCCF Sponsors Underwater Marine Cleanup at Sanibel Pier
By Dee Serage, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator

In early November, when there is with just a sliver of 
moonlight, there is good night viewing. One of the favor-
ite of all constellations, Orion, will be dominant in the 
sky, with the Milky Way streaming through his shoulders.

There is the possibility in early November for a view 
of a comet first identified just a year ago, too. There is 
debate whether Comet ISON will return from its swing 
around the sun:  if it does not disintegrate and survives 
its trip around the sun, it should be visible after sunset by 
the end of November and early December.

The earth is traveling through a place in space where 
more meteors will be encountered, continuing through 
mid-November.  These particular showers, although not 
as numerous as those in mid-August, do have the reputa-
tion of having longer tails.

There are some great things happening in the night 
skies during the month of November. Sanibel’s dark skies 
ordinance and the relatively low density living on Cap-
tiva -- plus hopes of cool fronts lowering the humidity -- 
enhance our view. These phenomena can be seen wher-
ever you are in the northern hemisphere. Nice to know 
we all look up in wonder at the same universe. 

Stay Awake and Look Up! Zebra Longwings
By Kristie Anders, Education Director By Dee Serage, Landscaping for Wildlife Educator

Zebra Longwings are flying 
on SCCF trails at the Nature 
Center.  Not since before Hur-
ricane Charley in 2004 have so 
many been spotted.  The Zebra 
Longwing butterfly is Florida's 
state insect.  On Tuesday, Novem-
ber 12 at 11 a.m. come and learn 
about this beautiful butterfly now 
flying in the butterfly house.  

Buy a passion vine from the 
Native Plant Nursery, place it in 
the butterfly house for the Zebras 
to lay eggs on, then take it home 
to plant.  Program is free to all.  
Meet at the SCCF butterfly house 
at 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road.  
SCCF is looking for volunteers 
for the butterfly house, call Dee 
at 472-2329.

Grow Your Own Zebras
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Help Us Celebrate!
The Gateway Kiosk and the Shipley Trail at the Bailey Homestead Preserve

Please join us on Thursday morning, January 23, 2014 as we officially open the Bailey Homestead Preserve’s 
Gateway Kiosk, Shipley Trail, and the boardwalk SCCF and the City of Sanibel created to connect the Bailey Home-
stead Preserve to the City’s Pond Apple Park. This is a great opportunity to celebrate with all the funding partners for 
these projects, especially Richard Shipley, Edison National Bank/Bank of the Islands, the Thomas Family in memory 
of Starr Thomas, and the Gilbert Family in memory of Harris Gilbert.

We look forward to opening the rest of the homestead at a future date.  Stay tuned.
In the meantime, watch for details at www.sccf.org or learn more by calling 472-2329.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

SCCF November - December 2013 Program Schedule

the alien invasiOn

Over 500 fish and wildlife species, 1180 plant 
species and who knows how many insects that 
are not native now live and multiply in Florida, 
after being introduced by humans.  Some like 
the pythons in the Everglades are having devas-
tating effects.  Come and learn about Sanibel’s 
“Alien Invasion.”  Thursday, December 19 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center. Cost is $5 with mem-
bers and children free.

annual memBershiP meeting

Please join us for SCCF’s Annual Membership Meeting on 
Tuesday, December 10 at 5 p.m.  Meet the new Board nomi-
nees, find out what’s up at SCCF and get an update on on-
going work at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.  Please bring 
a potluck dish — we’ll supply the main course.   Tuesday, 
December 10 at 5 p.m.  Call 472-2329 for more info.

BOBCat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Han-
sen describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species 

are in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing 
through most of their North American range 
and this adaptable feline’s ability to survive 
close to humans is one of the reasons for the 
bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up 
to 40% of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, No-
vember 20 and December 18 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attend-
ing for free.

Cane tOads and hOw tO CatCh them

The invasive non-native Giant Cane Toad was document-
ed during frog call survey’s this summer on Sanibel for 
the first time.  Come and learn about this newest invader 
and how to help control them in your neighborhood and 
yard. Tuesday, November 19 and December 3 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

Cane toad (left above) and the native Southern toad.  Cane toads grow to about 5.5” long while the Southern toad only 
reaches 3” long.  The most recognizable difference is the much larger parotoid gland on the Cane toad.

Continued on Page 10
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CalOOsahatChee OxBOw & riverlOre Cruise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided 
by Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. 
Franklin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance 
reservations and payment required.  $40 per person.  Space 
is limited.  For reservations, call 472-2329.  Cruises are 
offered in 2013:  Friday, Nov. 29 (after Thanksgiving), 
Sunday, Dec. 8; and in 2014:  Sundays Jan. 26, Feb. 9, 
Mar. 9, Apr. 13, and May 11 (Mother’s Day).

Calusa and CuBan: anCient mariners

Archaeologist Theresa Schober has studied numerous 
Calusa sites in southwest Florida, including the Mound 
House (where she was formerly Director), Chadwick 
Mound on Captiva, Pineland, Dog Key and others.  She 
will be speaking about the Calusa and their successors in 
the Pine Island Sound area.  Charlotte Harbor, Pine Is-
land Sound and Estero Bay were the Calusa heartland in 
the 1500s, and the Calusa dominated south Florida.  Yet 
they were gone from this area by 1711, victims of disease, 
hostilities and slaving raids.  Beginning in the late 1600s, 
fishermen from Cuba began fishing in Pine Island Sound 
with the permission of the Calusa.  Until the U.S. took 
control of Florida in the 1830s, Cuban fishing ranche-
ros dotted Pine Island Sound.  Today people still derive 
sustenance and pleasure from boating and fishing these 
waters. This is an evening to look back and learn more of 
times gone by. Thursday, December 12 at 7:30 pm in the 
Wakefield Room at ‘Tween Waters Inn.

COnservatiOn fOrum

Save the date for this year’s Conservation Forum, co-spon-
sored by SCCF and the Everglades Foundation, to be held 
the evening of January 29, 2014.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation on this year’s program.

COYOte and Bear tales

Coyotes and a Florida black bear 
have been documented on the is-
land; the black bear was relocated to 
northern Florida.  Come and learn 
about the behaviors of these two 

new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every county in 
Florida.  Both human and bear populations are growing in 
Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from insects 
and fruits.  Wednesday, November 13 and December 4 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

dOlPhins Of Pine island sOund

Kim Bassos Hull of Mote Marine Laboratory has been 
following the dolphins of Pine Island Sound for almost 
20 years. Using photographic ID of individual dorsal fins, 
Kim has identified about 250 individuals, some of which 
are third generation. Her talk will give insight into the 
challenges of tracking these magnificent aquatic mam-
mals and highlight her discoveries into their world. Learn 
more about the social structure, travels, feeding behaviors 
and other aspects of the lives of dolphins that reside exclu-
sively in northern Pine Island Sound. Thursday, December 
5 7:30 pm in the Wakefield Room at ‘Tween Waters Inn on 
Captiva, upstairs building north of the Crow’s Nest

gatOr & CrOCOdile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what 
we must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the is-
lands.  Wednesday, November 27 and December 11 at 10 a.m. 
at the Nature Center.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

lee COuntY reCYCling Center

Flames, heavy equipment and milk jugs! Join us for this 
electrifying and eye opening trip to Lee County’s Recy-
cling Center and find out where your garbage goes. You 
will be surprised. Lee County solid waste contracts with 
Covanta to run the plant. SCCF has toured these facili-
ties in the past and the Hammerheads can testify they 
learned a lot! There is a maximum number of participants 
so please call Kristie for details, directions and to save a 
space. Covanta will supply the hard hats and ear plugs. 
We islanders need to put on closed-toe shoes for this tour. 
Friday, November 15.  Meet at the plant near Bucking-
ham at 10 a.m.  Call 472-2329 to sign up and get direc-
tions.

Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957
Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

SCCF November - December 2013 Program Schedule
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SCCF November - December 2013 Program Schedule

CaPtiva hOlidaY village highlights

SCCF has been involved developing the three week festival known as Captiva Holiday Village. In its fourth year, 
there is a great variety of events and festivities. More details can be found at www.captivaholidayvillage.com.  
Here’s a sampler of what will be going on:

Dolphins of Pine Island Sound
Kim Bassos Hull of Mote Marine Laboratory has been following the dolphins of Pine Island Sound for almost 20 
years.  Thursday, December 5 at 7:30 p.m. at ‘Tween Waters Inn.  See listing left.

Saturday December 7 3:30 p.m.
Captiva’s Decorated Golf Cart Parade sponsored by Royal Shell
This fun little parade is the prelude to Captiva’s luminary. Proceeds from the parade registration fees are dedicated 
to SCCF. Come watch or join in.

Calusa and Cuban: Ancient Mariners
Archaeologist Theresa Schober speaks about the Calusa and the Cuban fishermen who succeeded them in Pine 
Island Sound.  Thursday, December 12 at 7:30 p.m. at ‘Tween Waters Inn.  See listing left.

Saturday, December 14
Mullet and More Fest at Jensen’s 10:30-2:30.  SCCF will have a marine creatures exhibit and activities.
Junkanoo Parade starts at 3 p.m. on Andy Rosse Lane
Sanibel Captiva Trust Company’s Lighted Boat Parade starts at 6 p.m.

luminarY

SCCF will be at the Periwinkle Preserve gazebo as part 
of the Sanibel Luminary on Friday, December 6. Stop by 
for some Christmas cheer. Captiva’s Luminary will be on 
Saturday, December 7.

Otter tales

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 

2004’s Hurricane Charley.  Come 
and learn about this large, aquatically 
adapted member of the weasel fam-
ily.  river otters are strong and grace-
ful swimmers that capture the hears 
of all who see them.  Otter sightings 
have increased recently on SCCF 
trails.  Wednesday, November 6 and 

Tuesday, December 31 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free.

sharks and Other CartilagenOus fish

Fossil records of elasmobranches indicate they are the first 
group of animals that had a spinal cord protected by a 
spine. But that spine is gristly cartilage not bone. Sharks, 
rays and skates all share this distinction. Among them are 
some very unusual characters including the guitar fish. 
Learn the difference between skates and rays, hear stories 
of sharks and find out about one of the rarest endangered 
species that swims in the waters around this area.  Wednes-
day, November 6  at 1:30 p.m.  $5 for non-members; members 
and children 17 and under are free. 

tank talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snap-
ping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby 
box turtles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided 
tour to learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesday, 
November 12 and 26, and December 10 and 24 at 10 a.m. 
in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.

turtle traCks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, November 14, December 
12 and January 2 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

ZeBra lOngwing Butterflies

Zebra Longwings are flying on SCCF trails at the Nature 
Center.  Not since before Hurricane Charley in 2004 have 
so many been spotted.  The Zebra Longwing butterfly is 
Florida’s state insect.  Come and learn about this beautiful 
butterfly now flying in the butterfly house.  Buy a passion 
vine from the native plant nursery, place it in the B-Fly 
house for the Zebras to lay eggs on, then take it home to 
plant.  Tuesday, November 12 at 11 a.m. Program is free
to all.  Meet at the SCCF butterfly house at 3333 Sanibel 
Sanibel-Captiva Road.  SCCF is looking for volunteers 
for the butterfly house, call Dee at 472-2329.
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
       
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.    
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. from December - April
 Closed Saturdays from May - November

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    

SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  (239) 472-2329
Fax:  (239) 472-6421

   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617        Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

   

www.sccf.org
   

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from our RECON sensors at 
www.recon.sccf.org

Visit our Nature Center 
  

•  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House
•  Education Center & Touch Tank
$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation 
of coastal habitats and aquatic 
resources on Sanibel and Captiva 
and in the surrounding watershed 
through:
•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			
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