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SCCF MeMber Update

JanUary 2015

SCCF owns 2,158 acres of conservation land on Sani-
bel, Buck Key and Pine Island. Since the lands were pur-
chased to preserve wildlife habitat, most of this land is not 
accessible to the public. However, five preserves (Center 
Tract, Periwinkle Preserve, Bob Wigley Preserve, Pick Pre-
serve, and the Bailey Homestead Preserve) have public hik-
ing trails for residents and visitors to enjoy, and a sixth, 
Sanibel Gardens, co-owned by SCCF and the City of Sani-
bel, also has public walking trails. Public access on SCCF 
properties is allowed only during daylight hours and only 
on the trails themselves. Access to closed properties is by 
permission of the Executive Director of SCCF only.

The Center Tract properties, purchased from 1969-
1973 in sections, are the first properties owned by SCCF. 
The SCCF Nature Center, Native Plant Nursery, and the 
administrative offices are located on the Center Tract on 

Sanibel-Captiva Road. There are multiple hiking trails, 
totaling 4.5 miles behind the Nature Center that show-
case the dune and swale habitat of the island. 

Parts of these trails border the freshwater Sanibel Riv-
er (which is technically a slough).  There is even a lookout 
tower to allow a better look at the interior wetlands and 
tropical hardwood trees, such as buttonwoods (Conocar-
pus erectus) and gumbo limbos (Bursera simaruba). This 
is the only SCCF hiking trail system with a fee ($5 per 
person, children under 17 free, and members are free), 
but it also allows entrance into our Nature Center, as well 
as any lectures going on that day.

The Periwinkle Preserve, purchased in 2001, is a 
highly visible 38-acre property that is located right on 

SCCF Public Hiking Trails
By Chris Lechowicz, Director-Wildlife Habitat Management Program/Herpetologist

See Walking Trails on Page 2

The Shipley Trail, part of the Bailey Homestead Preserve, allows passage between Pond Apple Park and Roadside City Park.



Page 2

Periwinkle Way across from the Sanibel Community 
Church, just west of Casa Ybel Road. This property con-
tains a .6-mile hiking trail that borders beautiful stands 
of native trees and shrubs that are only found in extreme 
south Florida and the Keys, such as paradise trees (Sima-
rouba glauca), Jamaica capers (Capparis cynophallophora), 
Jamaica dogwoods (Piscidia piscipula), and wild tama-
rinds (Lysiloma latisiliquum). There is also a gazebo, with 
several educational signs, adjacent to the City of Sanibel 
shared use path on Periwinkle Way.    

The Bob Wigley Preserve, purchased in 2007, is lo-
cated about a quarter-mile south of Periwinkle Way on 
Casa Ybel Road. This 27-acre property is separated into 
three tracts; Pete and Pat Allen Family Tract, Andrea 
Waitt Carlton Family Tract, and the John & Mary Jo Bo-
ler Family Tract. This parcel is located on both sides of the 
street on Casa Ybel Road. The preserve is bisected by the 
Sanibel River. There is a short path leading to an observa-
tion platform that overlooks a wetland and a gazebo on 
another trail just north of the river on the east side of Casa 
Ybel. There is a short hiking trail on the west side of Casa 

Ybel Road with benches to observe the river. 
The Pick Preserve, purchased in 1995, is located 

across from the Sanibel School and the recreation center. 
Sanibel School students use this 26-acre property as an 
outdoor classroom, and it has a hiking trail with a short 
boardwalk that borders a small pond. This property is sur-
rounded by the State Botanical Site, which is managed by 
the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge.

The Bailey Homestead Preserve (BHP) was purchased 
in 2011 by SCCF thanks to tremendous community sup-
port. This 28.3 acre property was the homestead of one of 
the first families to permanently live on Sanibel in the late 
1800s. The Shipley Trail was opened in 2014 to allow the 
public to hike between Pond Apple Park and Roadside City 
Park through the BHP.  Restoration of the property is still in 
progress so hikers are able to see the progress as it is happen-
ing. The Shipley Trail also borders a new feature that was just 
added this past July: the Devitt Pond. This one-acre pond 
was recently planted (in and around the perimeter) with na-
tive vegetation and wildlife has been gradually moving in.

Right: The Center Tract Trails at the Nature Center on San-
Cap Road have boardwalks over low areas by the Sanibel 
River (slough) and an observation tower overlooking the 
ridges and swales.  

The Bob Wigley Preserve features trails, an observation plat-
form and a gazebo.

The Periwinkle Preserve has a gazebo and a loop walking 
trail bordering stands of south Florida trees and shrubs, 
where pileated woodpeckers can sometimes be sighted.

Periwinkle Preserve

Walking Trails -- Continued from Page 1
Bob Wigley Preserve
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SCCF Educator Richard Finkel works with 
Sanibel School students in the Pick Preserve, 
which is across the street from the school.  
Here, Kindergarten students record their ob-
servations on a exploratory sensory awareness 
field trip led by Richard.

SCCF’s Pick Preserve is a Learning Lab for Sanibel School Students

Several mature wild tamarind trees (Lysiloma 
latisiliquum) line one side of a trail on the Peri-
winkle Preserve.

Guided tours of the Center Tract Trails at the Nature Center will given 
beginning January 20 (see calendar for details).
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Amendment 1... U.S. Sugar Development... Caloosahatchee Visioning

Conservation Forum:  Moving Forward with Moving Water South

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

State Objects to Sugar Hill Sector Plan
In October SCCF, partner organizations and state 

agencies submitted letters of objection to a proposed sector 
plan in rural Hendry County that overlaps lands optioned 
for Everglades restoration.  The Sugar Hill Sector Plan, pro-
posed by land owners U.S. Sugar Corporation and Hilliard 
Brothers, would convert 43,313 acres (67 square miles) of 
farmland near Clewiston to 25 million square feet of indus-
trial/commercial land and 18,000 residential units.  The 
plan has significant impacts to water supply and flood zone 
areas and would interfere with a state option to purchase 
land to flow water south out of Lake Okeechobee.  In No-
vember, the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 
(DEO) responded to Hendry County, citing 34 objections 
to the controversial plan. Their action is significant because 
the DEO — the agency that replaced the Department of 
Community Affairs — has rarely issued a single objection 
to proposed plans.    

We are pleased that the concerns over critical state re-
sources were also raised by state agencies and cited in the 
DEO letter and we will continue to track this issue.  Our 

SCCF and the Everglades Foundation invite you to 
join us on January 27 at 7 p.m. to engage in plans to take 
the next steps in Everglades restoration to protect our 
estuary, our local economy and restore the Everglades.  
The opportunity is now for us to press state and Federal 
leaders to move forward with projects to restore an out-
let south out of Lake Okeechobee to Move Water South! 

As famed Florida author Carl Hiassen has said, 
“Florida’s natural environment is its bread and butter, 
its tourist magnet, its lush and storied history and... its 
glorious future.”   We are at a rare crossroads to protect 
that glorious future.

Our unique, local, nature-based economy and the 

world-renowned Everglades bring billions of dollars to our 
region and state every year. Clean water and healthy, resil-
ient ecosystems, and diverse wildlife are the basis for this 
economy and we now have an opportunity to move for-
ward with meaningful restoration projects… but we must 
show the decision-makers we are resolved and united.  
Presenter: 
•	 Thomas	Van	Lent,	Senior	Scientist,	 

Everglades Foundation
Panelists:   
•	 Mark	Anderson,	 

Benchmark General Contractors and Chair-elect, 
Sanibel & Captiva Islands Chamber of Commerce 

•	 David	Schuldenfrei,	Realtor	and	Chair	of	the	Flori-
da Association of Realtors Land Use Committee

•	 Rae	Ann	Wessel,	 
Natural Resource Policy Director, SCCF
Join us on January 27 for this free program and interac-

tive discussion on the next steps and how you can be a part 
of making restoration history.  Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 
and the program will begin at 7 on Tuesday, January 27 
at the Sanibel Community House, 2173 Periwinkle Way.

A picture worth 1000 words…..or  4.2 million votes!  Flo-
ridians care about our natural areas and resources, under-
stand their value and commit their tax dollars to support a 
Florida that is vibrant ecologically and economically!

Rae Ann WesselThomas 
Van Lent

Mark Anderson David 
Schuldenfrei

Presenter: Panelists:

See Policy right below
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One South Florida storm can have tremendous impact on our low-relief landscape.  Heavy rain the night of November 25 
temporarily flooded the swale at SCCF’s Nature Center (as much as five inches of rain was unofficially recorded in Santiva).  
This view, taken on November 26 from the footbridge, is facing east and shows part of the back deck and the pergola platform 
near the Butterfly House.  As the water dried down, wading birds feasted on fish, insets and crayfish.  The ridges and swales 
of SCCF’s Center Tract Preserve covers much of Sanibel’s freshwater interior and —  like much of pre-1880s south Florida 
— it can absorb floods and also store water for the dry season.  

See Policy on Page 7

Policy -- Continued from left

joint letter submitted by the Everglades Law Center, state 
agency letters and the DEO response can be read on our 
website:  click on U.S. Sugar Planned Development in the 
“Current Issues” box at www.sccf.org.

Caloosahatchee Visioning 
For the past 18 months the South Florida Water 

Management District (SFWMD), working with  the 
Consensus Building Institute, has been convening stake-
holder groups and conducting workshops to evaluate and 
focus on projects in the Caloosahatchee watershed that 
would help address the water quantity and quality issues 
in the river and estuary.  This past rainy season  was very 
moderate compared to the flood conditions in the wet 
season of 2013.  In contrast with 2013, most of the excess 

water delivered to the estuary during this past wet season 
originated in the watershed, instead of Lake Okeechobee.   

The dramatic variability of water conditions from one year 
to the next highlights and reinforces the fact that there is no 
one solution/project to address our water extremes: it will take 
a diversity of projects throughout the ecosystem to address the 
needs. This prompted the visioning process to critically evalu-
ate the problems and suite of projects to prioritize those best 
able to address the issues of  too much and too little water flow 
and the quality of the water coming into the river and estuary.  
Water managers were surprised by the level of agreement be-
tween diverse stakeholders. A report should be out next month 
summarizing the findings.  In the meantime, the categorization 
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Over the last couple of years the SCCF Marine Lab’s 
RECON water quality observing network has expanded to 
include weather stations at three sites. Over the course of 
this last year, through a grant from the West Coast Inland 
Navigation District, we have recently installed an offshore 
buoy. The buoy is located 2.5 miles west of Blind Pass in 
the Gulf of Mexico. This offshore site is capable of measur-
ing, in near real-time, wave height and period, wind speed 
and direction, surface current speed and direction, as well 
as air temperature and barometric pressure. This informa-
tion will prove very helpful to boaters when looking for real 
time wave heights and on-the-water wind conditions. Its 
capability was recently demonstrated during a cold front 
that brought 30 kt. winds and 9 ft. wave heights.

These data will also be helpful to scientists when 
monitoring events such as red tide or other harmful algae 
blooms. By knowing the wind speed/direction in com-
bination with surface current speed and direction, sci-
entists can forecast and track where the blooms may be 
going. Wave height and period will be helpful in terms 
of organisms washing up on our beaches: when the wave 
action is heavy, things that are normally attached to the 
bottom —  such as red drift algae or pen shells — can 
break loose and wash ashore. 

The buoy itself acts as a floating platform on which to 
mount scientific equipment as well as the solar panels that 
power the instruments. There are two large cement moor-
ings that anchor the buoy to the sea floor. Attached to 
these are two giant bungee cords called a “sea-flex.” This 
allows the buoy to stay in one specific area while being 
able to withstand very large waves by stretching and con-
tracting. The instrument that monitors the wave height 
and period and the surface current speed and direction is 

called an AWAC, or Acoustic Waves and Currents sensor.  
The AWAC is mounted on the sea floor away from the 
buoy to minimize interference and it is tethered to the 
cement anchors. Cables are run along the mooring lines 
to the surface to transmit the data and to receive power. 
While we are still in the development stage of this project, 
we are already collecting data, which is available to the 
public on our website: http://recon.sccf.org/waves/

Marine Lab’s Offshore Buoy Provides Wave Data and More...
By Jeff Siwicke, Marine Lab Research Assistant
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Annual Meeting on December 4

Retiring from the Board of Trustees...

At the Annual Meeting, Executive Director Erick 
Lindblad and President Linda Uhler (second and 
third from left) thanked outgoing Trustees (from 

left) Robbie Roepstorff, Philip Puschel, Claude Crawford and Patti Sousa for their four years of 
service.  Members approved the nominations of incoming Trustees Chauncey Goss, John Morse, 
Mary Ellen Pfeifer, Tom Price and Doug Ryckman.  The new officers will be elected at the December Board Meeting.

SCCF President Linda Uhler welcomed members to the Annual 
Members Meeting on December 4, and Treasurer Don Rice presented 
the Treasurer’s report, saying that SCCF was in good shape financially.  
This past summer, SCCF was named the Florida Conservation Orga-
nization of the Year by the Florida Wildlife Federation. “The SCCF 
membership played a valuable role in SCCF being named Florida 
Conservation Organization of the Year,” said Uhler.  “When Erick 
accepted the award, he accepted it for the entire SCCF Family—the 
Board of Trustees, staff, members, donors and volunteers.” 

Wendy and John Kindig and Don and Joyce Rice were inducted into 
the Legacy Society.  Philip and Roberta Puschel were recognized for their 
gift to the endowment, and Glen and Phyllis Gresham were recognized for their gift to the Native Plant Nursery endowment.

and prioritization of projects is on our website:  click on
“Caloosahatchee	 Visioning”	 in	 the	 “Current	 Issues”	 box	 at	
www.sccf.org.

State Lawmaker Leadership Appointments
As we head into this next year’s legislative session there 

is new leadership in the Senate and House with a stated ob-
jective of focusing on water issues the next two years.  The 
new Senate President is Andy Gardiner, R-Orlando and the 
House Speaker is Steve Crisafulli, R- Merritt Island.  

With the reelection of our local Senate and House 
representatives, their leadership roles have moved into 

some key Committees.   Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto R-
Fort Myers, will chair the Banking and Insurance Com-
mittee,	serve	as	Vice	Chair	of	the	Senate	Appropriations	
Committee and will serve on seven other committees.  

House Representative Matt Caldwell R-Lehigh Acres, 
has been appointed to lead the House State Affairs Commit-
tee, one of only ten full committees, and will oversee environ-
mental, water and agriculture policy as well as agency over-
sight. Other committee appointments will be announced in 
the coming weeks but southwest Florida is well represented 
in the leadership and with a stated objective to focus on wa-
ter policy we can be sure it will be a busy session.   

Policy -- Continued from Page 5

Don 
Rice 

Native Plant Nursery Manager 
Jenny Evans with Phyllis and 
Glen Gresham

Wendy 
Kindig
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SCCF January 2015 Program Schedule
Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957

Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      
Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

The Alien invAsion

Over 500 fish and wildlife species, 1,180 plant species and 
who knows how many insects that are not native now live 
and multiply in Florida, after being introduced by humans.  
Some, like the pythons in the Everglades, are having dev-
astating effects.  Come and learn about Sanibel’s “Alien In-
vasion.”  Wednesday, January 28 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center. Cost is $5 with members and children free.
   

Birding AT The Preserves

Join experienced birders on an outing to the Sanibel Gar-
dens Preserve, jointly owned and managed by SCCF and 
the City of Sanibel.  Both new and experienced birders 
will enjoy a variety of birds in a diversity of wildlife habi-
tats.  Botany enthusiasts are also welcome to help identify 
plants along the trails.  The walk begins at 8 a.m. and 
is free for members and non-members.  Please call 472-
2329 for more information. 
Friday, January 23 — For Sanibel Gardens, enter Island 

Inn  Road from Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side 
of the road near the trailhead or enter Island Inn Road 
from West Gulf Drive, park near road barrier and short 
walk to trailhead.

CAloosAhATChee oxBow & riverlore Cruise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the up-
river Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by Rae Ann 
Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin Lock & Dam 
Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations and payment re-
quired.  $45 per person.  Space is limited, call 472-2329.  Cruises 
offered the following Sundays in 2015: Jan. 25, Feb.8, Mar. 8, Apr. 
12, and May 10 (Mother’s Day).

ConservATion Forum:  moving wATer souTh

“Moving Forward with Moving Water South” is the topic 
of this year’s Conservation Forum, co-presented by SCCF 
and the Everglades Foundation.  Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 
and the program will begin at 7 on Tuesday, January 27 at the 
Sanibel Community House, 2173 Periwinkle Way.  Free.  See 
Page 4 for more info.  

invAsive CAne ToAds

The invasive non-native Giant Cane Toad was document-
ed during frog call surveys this summer on Sanibel for 
the first time.  Come and learn about this newest invader 
and how to help control them in your neighborhood and 
yard. Wednesday, January 7 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF audito-
rium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and 
children attending for free.

The CiTy ThAT AlmosT wAsn’T And The sAniBel PlAn  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt 
a comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natu-
ral systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation 

and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This	work	led	in	turn	to	the	Sanibel	Vision	Statement	and	
the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded 
the preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural 
resources we all enjoy today. Wednesday, January 21 at 2 p.m.  
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.  The City turned 40 in November 2014.

CoyoTe And BeAr TAles

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented on 
the island; the black bear was relocated to northern Florida.  
Come and learn about the behaviors of these two new spe-
cies.  Coyotes have now moved into every county in Florida.  
Both human and bear populations are growing in Florida.  
Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from insects and fruits.  
Wednesday, January 14 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. 
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

dolPhin And wildliFe AdvenTure Cruises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

gATor & CroCodile TAles

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, January 21 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free.

hurriCAnes!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted the 
coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, rushed 
through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of Pine Island 
on Friday, 8/13/2004.  Following the warm water of Char-
lotte Harbor, it made landfall again over Punta Gorda.  Wild-
life, vegetation and human existence on these islands have al-
ways been shaped by tropical storms.  Each season, hundreds 
of supercomputers spew out spaghetti models, which have 
saved countless lives, but according to local emergency man-
agers, the projected cone can be wrong about 40% of the 
time.   Wednesday, January 28 at 2 p.m.  $5 for non-members; 
members and children 17 and under are free.  

indigo snAkes in Pine islAnd sound

Chris Lechowicz, Director-Wildlife Habitat Management 
Program and Herpetologist, will give a lecture on the 
SCCF Pine Island Sound Eastern Indigo Snake Project. 
This state and federal threatened (and protected) species 
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has been extirpated on most barrier islands throughout its 
range. SCCF has been leading the way with eastern in-
digo snake research on what might be the last remaining 
barrier island populations in Florida. Chris will discuss 
the data he has collected since the project’s inception in 
2012 and how it is being used to protect these beautiful 
and docile creatures. He will emphasize the need for resi-
dent and visitor participation to ensure their continued 
existence in Pine Island Sound.  Chris will also have live 
examples of eastern indigo snakes (captive bred) for the 
audience to see and touch.  Friday, January 9 at 10 a.m.  
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

my FAvoriTe islAnd inseCTs

Living with insects can be a challenge for some…but 
because our islands are subtropical we have some great 
ones!  Join Dee to learn about her favorite insect experi-
ences from the moth that pollinates the ghost orchid to 
a caterpillar that is a coral snake mimic. Did you know 
dragonflies migrate?  Tuesday, January 27 at 10 a.m.  Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

kemP’s ridley seA TurTles & red Tide in loCAl wATers

Jeff Schmid, Environmental Research Manager for the 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida, has been gathering 
information about the world’s most endangered sea turtle 
in local waters for 10 plus years.  He has satellite tagged 
Kemp’s Ridleys, documenting their seasonal migrations in 
Charlotte Harbor, Pine Island Sound, and now in the Ten 
Thousand Islands.   Come and learn about the riddles of 
the Ridleys that live as juveniles in our estuary, including 
why red tide events affect them so detrimentally.  Friday, 
January 30 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free. 

lighThouse BeACh And Birds

Meet your SCCF guide at the Sanibel Fishing Pier at Light-
house Park.  Talk a walk ont he beach and through the 
woods.  Keep your eyes open for resting, nesting and mi-
gratory birds.  Wednesdays, January 14 and 28 at 8 a.m..  
Program is free to all but you must pay to park.

living wiTh wildliFe in my nATive lAndsCAPe

Come for a virtual tour  of SCCF Living & Landscaping for 
Wildlife Educator Dee Century’s 25 year old native plant 

landscape.  Dee’s native island landscape lived through salt 
water	flooding	from	Hurricane	Charley….the	Lignum	Vi-
tae bloomed soon after.  Screech owls and flycatchers nest 
there.  Migratory birds feed there.  Mangrove Cuckoos have 
been spotted.  Larval plants for backyard butterflies like the 
Zebra Longwing and the migratory Monarch are plentiful.  
Black Witch moths and other pollinators nectar on native 
wildflowers.  Approximately 50 native plants species have 
been planted in this home landscape.  Tuesday, January13 
at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Members and 
children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.

shoreBird wAlks AT The sAniBel inn

Meet your SCCF guide on the beach at the Sanibel Inn, 
937 East Gulf Drive.  Learn the stories of the shorebirds 
you encounter.  Some have migrated thousands of miles 
to local beaches.  Sanibel continues the commitment to 
protect local beaches by leaving the wrack community of 
cast ashore seaweeds and sea grasses that feed the insects, 
shorbirds and beach plants that live there.  Wednesday, Jan-
uary 21 at 4 p.m.  This program is free to all.

TAnk TAlk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, January 6 
and 20 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.

TrAil wAlks: exPlore sAniBel’s inTerior weTlAnds

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  Join us for a guided 
walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges 
of the Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, nat-
ural and cultural history and preservation efforts.  Trail 
walks begin on January 20 (through mid-April) on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 11 a.m.  Meet at the 
Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for non-mem-
bers; free to members and children.   

The Native Plant Nursery will be hosting Rabbit Run Farm on the second 
and fourth Thursday of each month from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Owner of 
Rabbit Run, Denise Muir, will be at the nursery on January 8 and 22, sell-
ing her locally grown produce.  Rabbit Run Farm is a hydroponic farm in 
eastern Fort Myers that uses organic pest control methods and specializes 
in heirloom vegetables, strawberries, and various tropical fruits. 

Native Plant Nursery to Host Rabbit Run Farm

Continued on Page 11
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TuniCATes: whAT Are Those slimy CreATures on The BeACh? 
When large numbers of creatures without shells wash up on Sanibel, the 
SCCF Marine Lab phone starts ringing. Join Dr. Rick Bartleson, a Research 
Scientist at the Marine Lab, to learn about the jellyfish, sea squirts, and 
bryozoans that beachgoers might encounter.  Thursday, January 15 at 10 
a.m.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

TurTle TrACks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring programs in the 
country.  Learn about the life cycles and habits of the sea turtles and shore-
birds that nest on our beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, January 8 and 22 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the 
Nature Center.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

weeds And seeds

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding and identifying 
native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, visiting different locations on Sani-
bel, last for two hours, and are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The 
group will meet at the Nature Center porch.  Depending on the location 
visited, you may need parking money.  Please bring a hat, water, sun-block 
and comfortable enclosed shoes with socks.  For more information, please 
contact Candice Etheridge at 395-9498.  Monday, January 12 and 26 at 9 
a.m., meet at the base of the Nature Center porch.  Walks are free but donations 
to SCCF are welcome.

wildFlowers & PollinATors in The nATive lAndsCAPe

Come and learn about “La Florida’s” local native wildflowers and their pol-
linators.   Approximately 1,500 wildflower species grow in our “Land of 
Flowers” state.  Some can be purchased and grown as groundcovers in the 
home landscape.  But many require walks in wild places to view their beau-
ty and have yet to be domesticated.  Pollination is a national topic these 
days.  Our island pollinators do include the domesticated honey bee but 
also many native insects.  Learn about our island’s 3rd generation beekeeper 
and the native pollinators you are most likely to see in your backyard and 
why they matter.  Thursday, January 29 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Cen-
ter.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

In 1992, six intrepid volunteers 
and several crew members started 80 
hours of classroom training and more 
time on board Captiva Cruises’ boat 
practicing the art of storytelling.  Their 
goal was to engage passengers with tales 
of our wildlife, beaches and bays.

Their debut was the first week of 
February 1993. Since then four oth-
er extensive training programs have 
produced docents that have educated 
over a half million passengers. Just 
a few weeks ago the last of that very 
first class retired.  Bev Ball has been a 
regular on Thursday afternoon cruis-
es for over 20 years.

Bev had also been a sea turtle vol-
unteer during the Caretta era, before 

that program was given over to SCCF 
by Charles LeBuff so the work could 
continue. Bev retired from sea turtle 
work last year. Bev’s husband Armand 
also has helped SCCF through the 
years on committees and as Chair of 
the Board of Trustees. They are two of 
thousands of SCCF champions.

Another legend of Captiva Cruises’ 
docents is Rod Alexander who trained 
in the fall of 1993.  At 95 years old, 
Rod still stands on the bow and blows 
his boson’s whistle when dolphins be-
gin jumping in the wake of the boat.

SCCF is very fortunate to have 
volunteers that give so generously of 
their time. It is only once a year we 
formally thank each and every one of 

you, but you lighten our load each 
hour you share with us. 

 SCCF staff would like to start 
the new year by expressing their grati-
tude to all of you who lend a helping 
hand. Through your moral support, 
gift of time and talent or financial 
contributions, you are our members. 
Without you SCCF would not exist.    
 by Kristie Anders 
 Education Director

Docent Program at Captiva Cruises

WinesWines in thein the WildWild

Tom and Linda Uhler and SCCF 
staff didn’t let intermittent showers on 
Saturday, November 8 rain on Wines in 
the Wild — the event was moved onto 
the covered porch and inside the Nature 
Center.  Guests sampled six fine wines 
and enjoyed hors d’oeuvres from Cater-
ing by Leslie Adams while checking out 
the Nature Center exhibits while min-
gling with friends.  

At the auction, they even bid on the 
wine bottle centerpieces fashioned for the 

tables — at $100+ 
a pop!   Much 
thanks to Tom and 
Linda for another 
evening to savor!

Erick and Ellen Lindblad with Linda 
and Tom Uhler 

SCCF January 2015 Program Schedule



Page 12

NON PROFIT

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5722

FT. MYERS, FL

January 2015 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org
   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			

Ran Niehoff
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Linda Uhler - President
Ron Gibson- Vice President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements - Secretary
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage

Jeff Siwicke
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2015
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce
John Morse

Doug Ryckman
Richard Shipley
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR

Kristie Anders
Cheryl Giattini
Chris Lechowicz

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.orgSCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 

coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	
on Sanibel and Captiva and 

in the surrounding watershed through:
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SCCF MeMber Update

FebrUary 2015

Early predications for 2015 from the NOAA (National 
Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration) National Cli-
mate Prediction Center suggest that an El Niño condition 
is expected to dominate weather in our area through April.  
If it develops as predicted, it could provide rainfall 30 – 
40%  above normal over the remainder of the dry season.  

The reason for highlighting this weather occurrence as 
we enter January is because oftentimes, January is when the 
Caloosahatchee begins to experience harmful water short-
ages.  Under optimal conditions, freshwater inflow main-

tains the salinity zone where it should be, west of Fort My-
ers.   When there isn’t enough freshwater coming into the 
river, the saltwater begins to creep up the Caloosahatchee, 
harming the freshwater submerged tape grass habitat.  This, 
in turn, impacts the creatures that depend on that habitat 
such as snook, blue crabs and shrimp  that feed other spe-
cies and, of course, the federally endangered manatee. 

 But this year, water levels are much higher than nor-
mal in Lake Okeechobee.  This is due, in part, to regular 

Water Watch:  2015 Forecast = WET!
By Rae Ann Wessell, Natural Resource Policy Director

See Lake O on Page 2
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Lake O -- Continued from Page 1
rains through 2014 and and adaptive management deci-
sions by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and 
South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD), 
which helped manage water levels to prevent too much 
or too little water from being discharged from Lake 
Okeechobee through 2014.  In fact, compared to 2013 
the past year has been uncommonly moderate. 

So what does all this mean to us?  Water levels in Lake 
Okeechobee are managed to support the lake ecosystem, 
urban and agricultural water supply around and south of 
the lake, for salinity control  in the Caloosahatchee, and 
for recreation and navigation.  Under the current lake reg-
ulation schedule the lake is managed between 12 ft - 15.5 
ft, accommodating higher water levels in the summer and 
lower levels in the dry season. 

There are only three major outlets for water from the 
lake.  The largest water loss is through a natural process 
called evapotranspiration, (ET), where plants “transpire” 
the water into the atmosphere.  The second major outlet 
is the Caloosahatchee; the third major outlet is to the east 
coast through the St. Lucie River.   The water level in Lake 
Okeechobee matters to the coastal communities because 
if too much water remains in the lake as we enter the wet 
season, it will be dumped to the Caloosahatchee and St. 
Lucie Rivers.  This is why we are working hard to restore 

the historic outlet and capacity south of the lake to enable 
excess water to flow south as it did originally, feeding the 
Everglades “River of Grass.”  

Ecologically, at this time of year water levels in Lake 
Okeechobee should be receding to expose marsh plants.  
This allows apple snails to propagate, thereby providing a 
food supply for nesting birds such as the endangered snail 
kite.  To achieve this, at this time of year the lake should 
be well below its upper management limit of 15.5 feet.  
Unfortunately, the lake is currently above 15 ft. To put 
that in perspective, it is more than a foot higher than it 
was in January 2014 and a quarter of a foot above where 
it was in January 2013 — and we all remember the dev-
astating impacts that the discharges had on the ecology 
of our estuary and local economy in 2013.   The chart 
of Lake O water elevations shows how variable water lev-
els have been from year to year, with drought conditions 
dominating 2011 and very high water levels in 2013. 

With such high lake levels for this time of year and a 
very wet forecast for the next four months, if the lake is 
not drawn down now we could be facing very high dam-
aging flows in the estuaries once again this summer.  

This means that management decisions must be made 
now. While we continue to work to reestablish capacity 

Graph showing Lake levels over the course of the year from 2011 through early January 2015.   We were still in drought in 
2011: until October, water levels were just above or — from June through October, below — the Water Shortage Manage-
ment Band (grey line), when water restrictions begin to go into effect.

Continued right
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2014-2015
Annual Fund Drive

$395K

$300K
  to go!

$695K

As of 1/6/15

Calling All SCCF Members — Your Annual Fund Drive Help is Needed!

We so appreciate that your generous support in the past has made it possible 
for you to stand and be counted as an active SCCF Member.

   
Unlike years past, we will not be conducting a separate membership 

drive seeking renewals of your $25, $50 or $100 membership dues payment. 
Instead, we hope you will reply to the upcoming Annual Fund Drive solici-
tation. Replying with your tax-deductible contribution will maintain your 
recognition as an SCCF member in good standing.

   
It will also ensure your continued access to the mission-driven tools our 

members use to help spread SCCF’s conservation message:
•	 A 10% discount on purchases at the Native Plant Nursery
•	 A complimentary Landscaping for Wildlife consultation 

(for donations of $100 or more)
•	 Free admission to the Nature Center and selected programs
   
So when you receive the Annual Fund Drive mailing in the next few 

weeks, please consider replying with your most generous donation. Assis-
tance with questions and gifts of stock can be directed to Cheryl Giattini at 
239-395-2768.

Lake O -- Continued from Left
and a flow way south, we have to look 
comprehensively at the entire system 
and how water can be managed to 
minimize harm to the estuaries. Wa-
ter levels north of Lake Okeechobee, 
in the Kissimmee chain of lakes and 
floodplain, are at capacity and we 
have requested that all public/private 
water storage projects be maximized, 
as well as watershed project lands in 
the Caloosahatchee.  

In addition, higher-level dry sea-
son water releases will have to be made 
to the estuaries.  SCCF and our local 
partners have recommended that the 
releases be made in manageable pulses 
to both estuaries now, while oysters 
and submerged habitats are not repro-
ducing and impacts can be minimized. 
Taking this water now will hopefully 
reduce the excess water discharges later 
in the spring, when the oysters and fish 
are spawning and submerged habitats 
are actively growing.

It is never an easy decision to 
compromise our local water quality 
in the short-term in support of the 
larger system.  However, it will be less 
harmful in the long run to mitigate 
high lake levels now in a controlled 

manner, rather than waiting for the 
projected  above-normal rainfall to 
force water managers to dump devas-
tating volumes of water from the lake 
into the estuaries. 

What we’re hoping can be avoided (above).  By pre-emptively releasing Lake water 
now, the hope is that we can avoid the devastating large releases pictured above from 
July 2013, which pushed out through Redfish Pass and well into the Gulf.
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LaBelle's Marine 4-H Club and younger Nature Club 
members were treated to a fantastic day on the barrier islands. 
SCCF/Captiva Cruises’ No Child Left On Shore Fund cov-
ered the expense of a trip to Cayo Costa Island, while a grant 
from tthe “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society helped pay for 
cameras, dip nets, snacks and a bus charter from the inland 
town.  A quiet walk at “Ding” Darling allowed the children to 
focus on plants of the barrier islands.

As for the afternoon,  it was a blustery north breeze and 
many of the kids enjoyed the slight rock and roll of the boat, 
trying out their sea legs.

Thanks to Captiva Cruises educator Richard Finkel, many 

No Child Left On Shore
By Kristie Anders, Education Director

Marine Lab to Restore Oyster Reefs and SAVs
By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Laboratory Director

In 2015, the Marine Lab received a Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP) grant to restore and enhance submerged habitats. The resto-
ration project builds on previous successes in Clam Bayou to restore mangrove 
shorelines and oyster reefs on a regional scale.  There are four major compo-
nents, including:

Check our website (http://marinelab.sccf.org) 
and the SCCF newsletter to follow the progress of the project throughout 2015. There 
will be several opportunities for volunteers to get out in the field to restore habitats, 

maintain cages, and collect scientific data to track the project sites. 

1)  Oyster reef enhancement in multiple lo-
cations, 

2) Volunteer oyster reef restoration project 
at four sites, 

3) Planting submerged aquatic vegetation 
(SAV) and protecting them from herbi-
vores and 

4)  Creating a donor population of sub-
merged aquatic vegetation on Sanibel’s 
many stormwater lakes. 
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This past fall, SCCF staff con-
ducted annual Gopher tortoise (Go-
pherus polyphemus) surveys on several 
of our properties; these included C.R. 
Johnston, Dayton, Frannie’s, Walker, 
and Wulfert Preserves.  These prop-
erties are surveyed annually because 
they provide some of the best habi-
tat for gopher tortoises throughout 
SCCF lands on Sanibel.

All properties except the Dayton 
Preserve show a decrease in estimated 
tortoise activity.  The greatest decline 
in estimated tortoises was on the 
Walker and Wulfert Preserves which 
showed a 20% and 17.2% decline re-
spectively.  Frannie’s and C.R. John-
ston Preserves also showed declines 
9.4% and 11.1% respectively.  

One of the reasons that these num-
bers may be in decline is encroachment 

and shading from vegetation.  This 
past spring and summer, SCCF staff 
conducted prescribed burns on the 
Frannie’s and C.R. Johnston Preserves.  
One of the many species which benefit 

from these burns are gopher tortoises 
and it is hoped that these burns will 
help to open up previously overgrown 
habitat to encourage gopher tortoise 
numbers to grow.No Child Left On Shore

Gopher Tortoise Surveys
By Joel Caouette, Biologist

creatures living in sea grasses were already gathered for 
a closer loo. After landing on the beach kids crowded 
around to touch, watch and release some of the first ma-
rine invertebrates the kids had seen that came from the 
wild. The joy-filled kids raced to the Gulfside to see what 
treasures the tide had left. Most found small sea urchins 
that had been tossed ashore days before. The chaperones 
held back a bit to let kids be kids and explore on their 
own. A gopher tortoise peeked out at the commotion, 
live urchins were carefully returned to the water and the 
most observant of beachcombers came up with the grind-
ing plate of a stingray’s mouth. 

Miss Margaret, 4-H and Nature Club leader is also 
know in the area as the leader of trips to the inland bird-
ing hotspot, STA-5. About two years ago we began talk-
ing about bringing her two nature study groups to the 
beach. Recently retired as a school teacher, Margaret still 
is busy volunteering here and there, including organizing 
the Big O Birding Festival held every March. Margaret 
England had sand between her toes long before most of 
us. Her father was lighthouse keeper at Sanibel Light just 
after WWII. It was great fun for her to see kids doing 
what she did as a youngster plowing through sand, float-

ing in the waves and picking up curiosities on the beach.
Parents, club leaders and kids all said it is a day they 

will never forget.

No Child Left On Shore -- Continued from left
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SCCF February 2015 Program Schedule
Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957

Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      
Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

SCCF BeaCh WalkS at the WeSt Wind inn

Meet your SCCF guide on the beach at the West Wind 
Inn at 3345 West Gulf drive at 10 am.   Take a walk iden-
tifying what the local tides, currents, and winds have de-
posited for you to see.  Sanibel continues a commitment 
to protect local beaches by leaving the wrack community 
of cast ashore seaweeds and sea grasses that feed the in-
sects, shorebirds and beach plants that live there.  Tuesdays 
in February (3, 10, 17 and 24) and March at 10 a.m.  This 
program is free to all.

Birding at the PreServeS

Join experienced birders on an outing to the Sanibel Gar-
dens Preserve, jointly owned and managed by SCCF and 
the City of Sanibel.  Both new and experienced birders 
will enjoy a variety of birds in a diversity of wildlife habi-
tats.  Botany enthusiasts are also welcome to help identify 
plants along the trails.  The walk begins at 8 a.m. and 
is free for members and non-members.  Please call 472-
2329 for more information. 
Friday, February 13 — Shipley Trail.  Meet in the parking 

lot at Roadside City Park on Periwinkle (just east of 
Islander Trading Post).  The Shipley Trail runs through 
the Bailey Homestead Preserve and connects the City’s 
Pond Apple Park Trail to Roadside City Park.  NOTE:  
The rest of the Bailey Homestead Preserve is still under-
going site work and is not yet open

Friday, February 27 — Sanibel Gardens.  Enter Island Inn  
Road from Tarpon Bay Road and park on the side of the 
road near the trailhead or enter Island Inn Road from 
West Gulf Drive, park near road barrier and short walk 

to trailhead.

BoBCat taleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Han-
sen describes Lynx rufus.  
While other wild feline 
species are in trouble, 
bobcats seem to be flour-
ishing through most of 
their North American 
range and this adaptable 
feline’s ability to survive 
close to humans is one of 
the reasons for the bob-
cat’s success.  Rats and 
mice can make up to 
40% of the bobcat’s diet.  
Wednesday, February 4 at 
10 a.m. in the SCCF au-
ditorium. Cost of the pro-
gram is $5 per adult, with 

members and children attending for free.

ButterFly houSe tourS 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.

CalooSahatChee oxBoW & riverlore CruiSe

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 

Save the Date!
23rd Annual Tennis Tournament

April 11 - 12
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SCCF February 2015 Program Schedule

upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reserva-
tions and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is limit-
ed, call 472-2329.  Cruises offered the following Sundays in 
2015:  Feb.8, Mar. 8, Apr. 12, and May 10 (Mother’s Day).

the City that almoSt WaSn’t and the SaniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 

comprehensive land use plan based 
on the island’s natural systems.  

This program is the story 
of the City’s creation and 
the shaping of its future 
through the Sanibel Re-

port. This work led in turn 
to the Sanibel Vision State-
ment and the Sanibel Plan.  
It was no accident that this 

work yielded the preserva-

tion of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we 
all enjoy today. Thursday, February 5 and 19 at 2 p.m.  Cost of 
the program is $5 per adult, with members and children attend-
ing for free.  The City turned 40 in November 2014.

Coyote and Bear taleS

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented on 
the island; the black 
bear was relocated 
to northern Florida.  
Come and learn about 
the behaviors of these 
two new species.  Coy-
otes have now moved 
into every county in 
Florida.  Both human 
and bear populations 
are growing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes 
from insects and fruits.  Wednesday, February 11 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 

The Native Plant Nursery will be hosting Rabbit Run Farm on the second 
and fourth Thursday of each month from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Owner of 
Rabbit Run, Denise Muir, will be at the nursery on February 12 and 26, 
selling her locally grown produce.  Rabbit Run Farm is a hydroponic farm 
in eastern Fort Myers that uses organic pest control methods and special-
izes in heirloom vegetables, strawberries, and various tropical fruits. 

Native Plant Nursery to Host Rabbit Run Farm

Continued on Page 8

President’s Day, Monday, February 16 from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., enjoy free admission to the Na-
ture Center and Trails including special exhibits by 
SCCF Marine Lab with marine animals that live in 
the sea grasses surrounding our islands. Also view 
our RECON and weather stations in action. Our 
Habitat Management team there for hands-on ex-
periences for people wanting to meet some of the 
more slithery creatures that live on the island. Learn 
more about SCCF’s extensive sea turtle research and 
monitoring program. The Native Plant Nursery will 
have its own treasure hunt. 

For decades one of the featured events is the Na-
ture Sounds Contest. If you can babble like a brook, 

hoot like an owl, cluck like a chicken or roar like a 
lion, then you can join in the fun. Add to that lem-
onade, hot dogs and chips. Join us for this free, fun-
filled, informative day. 

There will be a special program at 1:30 p.m. in 
the auditorium about the Pine Island Sound East-
ern Indigo Snake Research and the captive breeding 
program in Florida.  Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist 
and Director of Habitat Management, reminds us 
captive bred snakes may not be released into the wild 
but may be used for educational purposes.  Find out 
what happened to the babies from last year’s success-
ful project.

Open House
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SCCF February 2015 Program Schedule
members and children attending for free.

dolPhin and WildliFe adventure CruiSeS

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’ trips are a great way to view wildlife in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Daily, 4 to 5:30 p.m. in Pine Island Sound, 
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

gator & CroCodile taleS

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, February 18 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free.

indigo SnakeS in Pine iSland Sound

Chris Lechowicz, Director-Wildlife Habitat Management 
Program and Herpetologist, will give a lecture on the 
SCCF Pine Island Sound Eastern Indigo Snake Project. 
This state and federal threatened (and protected) species 
has been extirpated on most barrier islands throughout its 
range. SCCF has been leading the way with eastern in-

digo snake research on what might be the last remaining 
barrier island populations in Florida. Chris will discuss 
the data he has collected since the project’s inception in 
2012 and how it is being used to protect these beautiful 
and docile creatures. He will emphasize the need for resi-
dent and visitor participation to ensure their continued 
existence in Pine Island Sound.  Chris will also have live 
examples of eastern indigo snakes (captive bred) for the 
audience to see and touch.  Monday, February 16 at 1:30 
p.m. following Open House.  Free.

my Favorite iSland inSeCtS

Living with insects can be a challenge for some…but 
because our islands are subtropical we have some great 
ones!  Join Dee to learn about her favorite insect experi-
ences from the moth that pollinates the ghost orchid to 
a caterpillar that is a coral snake mimic. Did you know 
dragonflies migrate?  Friday, February 6 at 10 a.m.  Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

lighthouSe BeaCh and BirdS

Meet your SCCF guide at the Sanibel Fishing Pier at Light-
house Park.  Talk a walk ont he beach and through the 
woods.  Keep your eyes open for resting, nesting and mi-
gratory birds.  Wednesdays, February 11 and 25 at 8 a.m..  
Program is free to all but you must pay to park.

living With WildliFe in my native landSCaPe

Come for a virtual tour  of SCCF Living & Landscaping for 
Wildlife Educator Dee Century’s 25 year old native plant 
landscape.  Dee’s native island landscape lived through salt 
water flooding from Hurricane Charley….the Lignum Vi-
tae bloomed soon after.  Screech owls and flycatchers nest 
there.  Migratory birds feed there.  Mangrove Cuckoos have 
been spotted.  Larval plants for backyard butterflies like the 
Zebra Longwing and the migratory Monarch are plentiful.  
Black Witch moths and other pollinators nectar on native 
wildflowers.  Approximately 50 native plants species have 
been planted in this home landscape.  Tuesday, February 
24 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Members 
and children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.

Photo courtesy Suzi Carroll

Continued on Page 10
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SCCF February 2015 Program Schedule

monarChS in mexiCo & ZeBraS on SaniBel 
In September Monarch butterflies can be seen roosting in 
trees in Cape May New Jersey.  Roosting clusters of Mon-
archs may be observed in Oklahoma and Louisiana in 
October gathering for the flight across the Gulf on their 
way to their winter roosting sites in Mexico.  Florida’s 
state insect the Zebra Longwing is flying in numbers not 
seen since before Hurricane Charley in 2004.   
On Friday, February 13 at 10 am come to SCCF and learn 
about these two butterflies and how to garden for them. 

oWl taleS

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 

does not make its own nest but 
uses one built by an osprey, 
hawk, or eagle.  The Screech 
and Barn Owls nest in tree 
cavities made by woodpeckers 
or nest boxes.  Will the Barn 
Owls use the nest box on the 
side of the Nature Center this 
year?  Island Screech owls are 
in the courting phase with 
males guarding territory and 
calling to females.  Wednesday, 
February 25 at 10 a.m.  The cost 
of the program is $5 with SCCF 

members and children attending for free.

ShoreBird WalkS at the SaniBel inn

Meet your SCCF guide on the beach at the Sanibel Inn, 
937 East Gulf Drive.  Learn the stories of the shorebirds 
you encounter.  Some have migrated thousands of miles 
to local beaches.  Sanibel continues the commitment to 
protect local beaches by leaving the wrack community of 
cast ashore seaweeds and sea grasses that feed the insects, 
shorbirds and beach plants that live there.  Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 4 and 18 at 4 p.m.  This program is free to all.

SnoWy PloverS

Watch where you walk there are plovers on the beach and 
nesting is beginning.  SCCF has been monitoring and 
staking the nests of this shorebird on Sanibel beaches for 
12 years.  Join SCCF biologists to learn about this threat-
ened species and what you can do to protect their small 
nesting populations.  Cost of program is $5 with SCCF 
members free.  Call 472-2329 for more information.  
Thursdays, February 12 and 26 at 1:30 p.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free.

tank talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, February 3 
and 17 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.

trail WalkS: exPlore SaniBel’S interior WetlandS

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  Join us for a guided 
walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges 
of the Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, 
natural and cultural history and preservation efforts.  
Trail walks will be offered through mid-April on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 11 a.m.  Meet at the 
Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for non-mem-
bers; free to members and children.   

turtle traCkS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are do-
ing to protect them.  Thursdays, February 5 and 19 at 10 
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SCCF February 2015 Program Schedule

a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and chil-
dren, $5 for non-members.

WeedS and SeedS

We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding 
and identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, vis-
iting different locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, 
and are guided by a leader with a plant list.  The group 
will meet at the Nature Center porch.  Depending on 
the location visited, you may need parking money.  Please 
bring a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed 
shoes with socks.  For more information, please contact 
Candice Etheridge at 395-9498.  Monday, February 9 and 
23 at 9 a.m., meet at the base of the Nature Center porch.  
Walks are free but donations to SCCF are welcome.

WildFloWerS & PollinatorS in the native landSCaPe

Come and learn about “La Florida’s” local native wild-
flowers and their pollinators.   Approximately 1,500 wild-
flower species grow in our “Land of Flowers” state.  Some 
can be purchased and grown as groundcovers in the home 
landscape.  But many require walks in wild places to view 
their beauty and have yet to be domesticated.  Pollination 
is a national topic these days.  Our island pollinators do 
include the domesticated honey bee but also many native 
insects.  Learn about our island’s 3rd generation beekeep-
er and the native pollinators you are most likely to see in 
your backyard and why they matter.  Friday, February 20 
at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday  10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (December to April only)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org
   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			

Ran Niehoff
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Linda Uhler - President
Ron Gibson- Vice President
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Gwenda Hiett-Clements - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Erick Lindblad 
Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2015
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce
John Morse

Doug Ryckman
Richard Shipley
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR

Kristie Anders
Joel Caouette

Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.orgSCCF	is	dedicated	to	the	conservation	of	

coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	
on	Sanibel	and	Captiva	and	

in	the	surrounding	watershed	through:



Page 1

In November 2014, Florida voters approved the Water and Land Conser-
vation Amendment with 75% support of statewide voters. The amendment 
to the state constitution requires one third of documentary stamp revenue be 
placed into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund and spent on a variety of envi-
ronmental programs and initiatives.    The next step is for the Florida Senate 
Committee on Environmental Preservation and Conservation to draft the 
implementing language that will be adopted this session.   

Your input is needed now to assure that the clear intent of the program 
is implemented and funds are not directed to unintended programs such as 
wastewater and water supply infrastructure projects.  While wastewater and 
water supply infrastructure are important, there are other sources of funding 
that would be more appropriate than Amendment 1 — such as the Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund  — that are available and should be utilized to 
address the significant and costly wastewater and water supply infrastructure  
issues facing Florida.

Please take a moment to leave a comment on the Senate website and 
share these priorities so Amendment 1 funds are used as intended (from 
www.sccf.org, follow the Amendment 1 link on the right of the home page):
•	 The	amendment	 language	 is	 clear	and	provides	a	 straightforward	 set	

of priorities for spending documentary stamp taxes on water and land 
conservation, through existing conservation programs like Florida For-
ever, Florida Communities Trust, and Everglades Restoration. 

•	 Protecting	conservation	lands	is	essential	to	protecting	our	water	resourc-
es. We must protect our waters at the source. 

•	 Development	 is	on	 the	 rise,	 and	Amendment	1	 is	 intended	 to	 strike	 the	
right balance between development and conservation. We must invest in our 
undeveloped natural areas before they are gone and should avoid allocating 
Amendment 1 funds toward projects that would promote imprudent devel-
opment.

•	 In	 addition	 to	 preserving	 natural	 areas	 that	 protect	 our	 water	 supply,	
Amendment 1 is also intended to fund ecosystem restoration projects, including Everglades Restoration. 

•	 Amendment	1	does	not	take	away	from	other	vital	programs	like	housing	and	transportation.	
•	 Documentary	stamp	tax	revenues	are	projected	to	increase,	so	the	overall	“pie”	available	for	conservation,	housing,	

and transportation is growing. 
•	 Amendment	1	allocates	less	than	1%	of	the	state’s	total	budget	to	fund	existing	conservation	programs.	

SCCF MeMber Update

MarCh 2015

Amendment 1 — What’s Next?  Speak Up!
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Amendment 1 funding can be used to purchase land south of Lake Okeechobee for a reservoir.  
See Page 2 to learn more about the EAA Reservoir.
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The opportunity to move forward with a time-critical 
project to reduce excessive estuary discharges of freshwater 
from Lake O and the Caloosahatchee watershed — and 
advance Everglades restoration through water supply and 
water quality treatment — was the theme at our January 
Conservation Forum, presented in partnership with the 
Everglades Foundation, Sanibel-Captiva Islands Cham-
ber of Commerce and local Realtors.  

Time is critically short to urge the Florida legislature 
to purchase land south of the lake for an Everglades Ag-
ricultural Area (EAA) Reservoir project before the option 
expires this year.   

Purchase of the land for a reservoir will create the op-
portunity to flow water south out of Lake Okeechobee 
and relieve our estuary of devastating releases. Funding 
for the project must be secured by April to make this hap-
pen.  The original Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 
Plan (CERP) authorized in 2000 specified a reservoir in 
the EAA Reservoir of 360,000 acre-ft, the second largest 
storage component in the plan.

For	 legislators’	emails	and	more	 information,	 follow	
the Amendment 1/EAA Reservoir link on the right of the 

home page at www.sccf.org.

Take Action: 
1. Join the EAA Reservoir Project Coalition.  Email 

kelsey@bascomllc.com to add your name in support of 
the EAA Reservoir.

2. Email our legislative delegation (emails on our website) 
asking them to “Buy the Land to Make the Plan” and 
purchase the 46,800 acres before the option expires.  
Planning needs to begin now to achieve the following 
benefits:
•	 Reduce high estuary discharges
•	 Store and clean water to improve water quality
•	 Improve water flow and timing of water
•	 Provide water supply  to  Everglades National 

Park and Florida Bay
•	 Decrease	Everglades	fire	risk	by	67%
•	 Take pressure off the Herbert Hoover	Dike	pro-

tecting communities around the lake
•	 Restore and protect habitat and wildlife from the 

estuaries through the Everglades to Florida Bay.

Moving Forward with Moving Water South

In our own backyard, the Lee County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) is reviewing language changes to 
the Ordinance that has guided our highly successful land 
conservation program since it passed in 1996.  With 78% 

of Lee County voters supporting Amendment 1, it is clear 
our community still sees the value and understands the im-
portance of this tremendous program to our quality of life, 

Conservation 2020 — Under Review

See Conservation 2020 on Page 6
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2014-2015
Annual Fund Drive

$395K

$300K
  to go!

$695K

As of 2/6/15

Calling All SCCF Members — Your Annual Fund Drive Help is Needed!

We so appreciate that your generous support in the past has made it pos-
sible for you to stand and be counted as an active SCCF Member.

   
Unlike years past, we will not be conducting a separate membership 

drive seeking renewals of your $25, $50 or $100 membership dues pay-
ment. Instead, we hope you will reply to the upcoming Annual Fund 
Drive	 solicitation.	 Replying	 with	 your	 tax-deductible	 contribution	 will	
maintain your recognition as an SCCF member in good standing.

   
It will also ensure your continued access to the mission-driven tools our 

members	use	to	help	spread	SCCF’s	conservation	message:
•	 A 10% discount on purchases at the Native Plant Nursery
•	 A complimentary Landscaping for Wildlife consulta-

tion (for donations of $100 or more)
•	 Free admission to the Nature Center and selected pro-

grams
   
Please	support	the	Annual	Fund	Drive	with	your	most	generous	dona-

tion. Assistance with questions and gifts of stock can be directed to Cheryl 
Giattini at 239-395-2768.

What is the EAA Reservoir?
As needed storage projects proceed in basins north, east and 

west of Lake Okeechobee, the missing piece of the puzzle is south 
of the lake in the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA).  The state 
has a time-limited opportunity to purchase land south of the lake 
to build a reservoir, which was identified in the original CERP plan.  

The next land purchase option from the 2010 contract with 
U.S. Sugar Corporation includes 46,800 acres south and southwest 
of Lake Okeechobee.  The purchase option expires October 12, 
2015 but funding of approximately $350 million must be appro-
priated during the legislative session by April.  The good news is 
that this is exactly the kind of project envisioned by Amendment 1, 
which is estimated to raise $787 million this year that can be used 
or bonded to fund the purchase.  

Why more land?  The simple answer is twofold:  1) The water 
we channelize away for flood control to the rivers on the coast (the 
Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie) during wet season is the water we need during the dry season for drinking water 
and the health of natural systems such as our estuaries, Lake O and the Everglades. 2) The reservoir works with 
other projects to clean and treat the water and manage the timing of water flows.  The EAA Reservoir was identi-
fied in the original Everglades restoration plan as a critical part of the puzzle because it has the potential to reduce 
damaging estuary discharges, and provide a water supply for the Everglades and Florida Bay, two systems that 
suffer from drought while our estuaries are deluged.  But the time is critical -- we need to buy the land so we can 
proceed with a plan.  
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Prescribed Fire Season Beginning
By Chris Lechowicz, Director-Wildlife Habitat Management/Herpetologist

With the winter dry-down of water levels in south-
west Florida comes the onset of our prescribed fire sea-
son. Prescribed fire (or controlled burning) is a habitat 
management technique used to maintain fire-adapted 
ecosystems. Historically, most of the habitat on Sanibel 
was adapted for frequent fires. The open grasslands in the 
uplands, the cord grass (Spartina bakeri) marshes, and the 
small scattered hammocks would be subject to periodic 
wildfires caused by lightning strikes to the island.  The 
absence of fire in fire-adapted ecosystems invokes ecologi-
cal succession or the changing of the plant communities 
(and therefore the habitat) over time.

Sanibel is a very different place than it once was (see 
1944 aerial, below). Just over a half century ago, Sanibel 
was open and more prairie-like. The increase in people 
choosing to live on the island in tandem with the infil-
tration of certain invasive, exotic plants (Brazilian Pep-
per and Australian Pines) during the mid-1900s resulted 
in a suppression of the natural fire regimes on the island. 
Succession in many parts of the island from open native 
grasslands to tropical hammocks resulted in certain wildlife 
species becoming less common while other species became 
more abundant.

In order to maintain the remaining open grassy ar-
eas for specific wildlife species, such as the endemic and 
state-protected Sanibel rice rat (Oryzomys pallustris sani-
beli) and the gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus), pre-
scribed fire techniques must be used.  The continual ac-
cumulation of organic debris (leaves, grass, sticks, etc.) in 
the burn unit over time is considered fuel load. If the fuel 
is not removed (burned) on a routine basis, then the risk 

of larger (and harder to suppress) wildfire increases as fuel 
is added each year.  Prescribed fires are important for the 
ecosystem, as well as for residents.

SCCF’s	controlled	burn	program	is	preparing	for	the	
2015 season (February – June) by preparing the fire lines 
around the burn units, checking all the equipment, and 

Sanibel is a very different place than it once was. Just over a half century ago, it was open and more prairie-like.

This Spartina marsh was exploding with a new, healthy growth 
of native vegetation on June 13, 2014, just weeks after being 
burned in May 2014 (below, note palm tree for reference).
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SCCF Biologist Joel Caouette keeps fire from creeping across the burn unit on the Center Tract.
A controlled fire on the Center Tract battles to prevail through the encroaching hardwoods. Cord grass (Spartina) marshes 
must be burned periodically to prevent buttonwood invasion.
preparing a press release to island residents and businesses. On days when controlled burns are being conducted, 
nearby residents should keep their windows and doors closed to prevent smoke from entering their homes. In order for 
a burn authorization/number to be given to the burn boss, optimal weather conditions must be acquired the morning 
of the burn. Mixing height and dispersion of the smoke must fall within specific parameters, as well as relative humid-
ity, wind speed/direction, and fine fuel moisture index. Prescribed fire warning signs are placed on the side of major 
roads that may be affected by smoke.

A “Tree Board” for the Nature Center
Avid	plant-lover	Mike	Rice	created	this	beautiful	“tree	

board”	to	help	 islanders	 identify	native	plants.	 	Stop	by	
the Nature Center and take a look at this newest addition.  

Above: Weeds & Seeds participants (and co-leader Candice 
Etheridge, in yellow T) examine the board prior to departing 
for the Monday walk location.  

Weeds & Seeds co-leaders Betty Eertmoed and Elaine Jacob-
son with Mike Rice. 
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The mood was upbeat at the Everglades Coalition 
30th Annual Conference as partner organizations, Federal 
and State leaders celebrated restoration progress in Key 
Largo in January 2015.    

The conference featured updates on project progress 
and commitments for continued support resonating with 
the conference theme, Send It South, Water for Americas’s 
Everglades. 

Beginning in the headwaters of the system, Kissim-
mee River restoration is back on track and moving for-
ward following the resolution of issues between the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and South Florida Water Man-
agement	District.	 	Contracts	 for	 the	 final	phases	of	 the	
restoration are being awarded to backfill ditches, restore 
natural grades and sheet flow to support conditions that 
will allow native habitat to re-emerge.   Monitoring of 

restored areas has revealed significant ecological recovery  
as restoration of the historic river and floodplain slows 
down the water, providing longer hydroperiods in the 
floodplain for wading birds, reduced organic deposits 
on the river bottom, providing better oxygen conditions 
and cleaner water for fisheries while slowing the flow into 
Lake Okeechobee.  Once complete in 2019 an additional 
100,000 acre-feet of water storage and treatment will be 
added north of Lake O.

Estuary challenges were evaluated and discussed in a 
panel hosted by SCCF and our partners at Florida Oceano-
graphic Society on the east coast to evaluate opportunities 
and	 obstacles	 to	 moving	 water	 south.	 	 Dr.	 Gary	 Goforth	
highlighted the opportunities to adjust operations to  maxi-
mize use of Stormwater Treatment Areas (STA) and Water 
Conservation Areas (WCA) while Howie Gonzalez from the 

Everglades Coalition Conference Recap

both economically and ecologically.  
There are serious concerns with language changes 

being considered to the ordinance and — just like with 
Amendment 1 — your voice is needed to assure the mon-
ey we are taxed for conservation is used for that purpose.  

The draft language changes represent major changes 
to the program in two critical areas:  1) designation of 
program funding; and 2) definition of the type of projects 
the program funds.  Specifically, the draft language elimi-
nates details on how the taxed millage will be allocated to 
the program for land acquisition and land management, 
and adds types of projects eligible under the program.  

For the past two years, the BOCC has levied the 0.5 
mill on our property tax bills for the Conservation Land 
Acquisition and Stewardship program but allocated only 
0.1 mil to the program, leaving the balance unrestricted 
in the general fund reserves.  This has already established a 
creative way to raid Conservation 2020 program funding. 

In addition to funding, interest in adding water qual-
ity and water supply projects to the program to help meet 
the state water quality targets could significantly change 
the program focus if terms such as water quality, water 
supply and open space are not defined and clarified. 

While water quality is indeed a benefit of the restored 
habitats accomplished under this program, we need to as-
sure that the program focus remains a conservation land 
and management program and is not allowed to become 
a utility program. There is a significant difference in scope 
and cost between water quality restoration projects that 
restore wetland and upland habitats vs. highly engineered 

stormwater treatment or water supply projects that in-
clude significant additional operation and maintenance 
costs for design, staffing and pumps.  

Let the Commissioners know what you think:   
•	 We support the tremendous benefits the 2020 land 

conservation program has provided and want the pro-
gram to continue restoring lands back into sustain-
able, natural communities.

•	 Conservation 2020 funding must be allocated for the 
purposes we intended it – conservation land acquisi-
tion and perpetual management. 

•	 Clearly establish how tax millage is allocated to land 
acquisition and management.

•	 Long-term funding reliability is needed for staff to 
budget and plan multi-year projects and provide per-
petual management of restored lands.

•	 Define	the	terms	and	scope	of	projects	for	water	qual-
ity, water supply and open space.

•	 The draft language specifies water quality projects 
and improvements be paid for through acquisition 
funds.  This is not a program responsibility and rep-
resents a major change in program scope.  We oppose 
this change.

BOCC	Commissioners’	emails	and	the	proposed	lan-
guage revisions can be accessed on our website www.sccf.
org; follow the Conservation 2020 link in the Current Is-
sues box on the home page.

Conservation 2020 -- Continued from Page 2
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As	 part	 of	 the	 Marine	 Lab’s	 newly	 awarded	 Florida	
Department	 of	 Environmental	 Protection	 (FDEP)	 res-
toration grant, staff and volunteers are exploring ways to 
enhance the submerged habitats in the waters on Sani-
bel Island. In the shallow ponds and the Sanibel River, a 
submerged macrophyte known as tape grass (Vallisneria 
americana) has been planted.  

Tape grass is a freshwater plant with strap-like blades 
similar to the turtle grass we find in San Carlos Bay.  By 
planting	tape	grass	in	ponds,	such	as	the	Devitt	Pond	be-
side the Shipley Trail at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 
or in the Sanibel River along the trails behind the SCCF 
Nature	 Center,	 we	 are	 creating	 ‘founder	 colonies’	 that	
could later serve as donor beds for a larger-scale project 
in the Caloosahatchee.  

We hope these founder colonies will expand rapidly to 
enhance pond habitats by creating continuous shallow wa-
ter meadows that can host a rich variety of species. Tape 

grass has al-
ready been 
planted in the 
new City of 
Sanibel	pond	near	Bowman’s	Beach	on	Sanibel-Captiva	Road.		Future	sites	
of planting include the Sanibel River behind SCCF and in the Sanibel Gar-
dens Preserve.  

NOTE:  The Bailey Homestead Preserve is still undergoing site work 
and is not yet open to the public.
Plot of Vallisneria americana planted outside an exclosure.  Different blade 
lengths are being planted both inside and outside the exclosure to determine 
ideal transplant size. 

Marine Laboratory:  Shallow Ponds as Donor Plant Incubators
By Sarah Bridenbaugh, Research Assistant

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Mitch Hutchcraft, 
Governing Board member of the South Florida Water 
Management	District	provided	updates	on	projects	in	es-
tuary watersheds as well as the Greater Everglades.  

West coast needs for restoration were also high-
lighted by freshman U.S. Representative Curt Clawson 
who addressed the group at lunch on Saturday.   He 
expressed his commitment and support while recogniz-
ing  the nonprofit partners who have helped him un-
derstand and appreciate the benefits of investing in our 
future.  

The Coalition partners also authored an updated 
vision for Everglades Restoration entitled:  2025 Vision 
for the Everglades available for review on the Amend-
ment 1/EAA Reservoir page on our website.

Everglades Coalition from left

Devitt Pond at the Bailey Homestead Preserve with three 
planting sites.  The green exclosures are designed to keep out 
any herbivorous predators such as fish and turtles.  Vallisneria 
americana was planted both inside and outside the exclosures 
to determine the effects of herbivory on the plants.  

23rd Annual 
SCCF 

Tennis Tournament
April 11 - 12

GET READY TO VOLLEY!

Save the 
Date!

April 18



Page 8

SCCF March 2015 Program Schedule
Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957

Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      
Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

Bailey Homestead Progress UPdate

One	 of	 SCCF’s	 newest	 and	 most	 unique	 land	 acquisi-
tions, the 28-acre Bailey Homestead is currently under 
restoration.  Join Native Plant Nursery Manager Jenny 
Evans to learn what has been accomplished in the past few 
years and details about the future plans for the property.  
A discussion of the relocation of the Native Plant Nurs-
ery,	the	installation	of	the	Shipley	Trail	and	Devitt	Pond,	
as well a Q&A session will be held during this hour-long 
program.  Thursday, March 25 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Members and children 17 and under are 
free. Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

BeacH Walks at tHe West Wind inn

Meet your SCCF guide on the beach at the West Wind 
Inn at 3345 West Gulf drive at 10 am.   Take a walk iden-
tifying what the local tides, currents, and winds have de-
posited for you to see.  Sanibel continues a commitment 
to protect local beaches by leaving the wrack community 
of cast ashore seaweeds and sea grasses that feed the in-
sects, shorebirds and beach plants that live there.  Tuesdays 
in March (3, 10, 17, 24 and 31) at 10 a.m.  This program 
is free to all.

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat:	Master	of	Survival”	is	how	author	Kevin	Hansen	
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of	their	North	American	range	and	this	adaptable	feline’s	
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the	bobcat’s	success.		Rats	and	mice	can	make	up	to	40%	
of	the	bobcat’s	diet.		Wednesday, March 4 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

BUtterfly HoUse toUrs 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.

caloosaHatcHee oxBoW & riverlore crUise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae	Ann	Wessel.	Departs	at	1	p.m.	from	the	W.P.	Franklin	
Lock	&	Dam	Park	off	SR	80	in	Olga.		Advance reservations 
and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is limited, call 
472-2329.  Cruises offered the following Sundays in 2015:  
Mar. 8, Apr. 12, and the last cruise of the season will be on 
May 10 (Mother’s Day).  Cruises will resume in November.

coyote and Bear tales

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented on 

the island; the black bear was relocated to northern Florida.  
Come and learn about the behaviors of these two new spe-
cies.  Coyotes have now moved into every county in Florida.  
Both human and bear populations are growing in Florida.  
Eighty	percent	of	a	bear’s	diet	comes	from	insects	and	fruits.		
Tuesday, March 10 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free.

dolPHin and Wildlife adventUre crUises

Narrated by Conservation Foundation docents, Captiva 
Cruises’	trips	are	a	great	way	to	view	wildlife	in	Pine	Is-
land	Sound.		Daily,	4	to	5:30	p.m.	in	Pine	Island	Sound,	
departing from Captiva.  Fee: $27.50/adult, $18/children.  
Reservations required, call 472-5300.

gator & crocodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.	 	Florida’s	history	of	 gators	 and	humans	 is	 closely	
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, March 11 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free.
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SCCF March 2015 Program Schedule

my favorite island insects

Living with insects can be a challenge for some…but 
because our islands are subtropical we have some great 
ones!		Join	Dee	to	learn	about	her	favorite	insect	experi-
ences from the moth that pollinates the ghost orchid to 
a	caterpillar	 that	 is	a	coral	snake	mimic.	Did	you	know	
dragonflies migrate?  Tuesday, March 31 at 10 a.m.  Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

ligHtHoUse BeacH and Birds

Meet your SCCF guide at the Sanibel Fishing Pier at Light-
house Park.  Talk a walk ont he beach and through the 
woods.  Keep your eyes open for resting, nesting and mi-
gratory birds.  Wednesdays, March 11 and 25 at 8 a.m..  Pro-
gram is free to all but you must pay to park.

living WitH Wildlife in my native landscaPe

Come for a virtual tour  of SCCF Living & Landscaping for 
Wildlife	Educator	Dee	Century’s	25	year	old	native	plant	
landscape.		Dee’s	native	island	landscape	lived	through	salt	
water flooding from Hurricane Charley….the Lignum Vi-
tae bloomed soon after.  Screech owls and flycatchers nest 
there.  Migratory birds feed there.  Mangrove Cuckoos have 
been spotted.  Larval plants for backyard butterflies like the 
Zebra Longwing and the migratory Monarch are plentiful.  
Black Witch moths and other pollinators nectar on native 
wildflowers.  Approximately 50 native plants species have 
been planted in this home landscape.  Thursday, March 12 
at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Members and 
children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.

otter tales

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
2004’s	 Hurricane	 Charley.	 	 Come	 and	 learn	 about	 this	
large, aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  
river otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture 
the hears of all who see them.  Otter sightings have in-
creased recently on SCCF trails.  Tuesday, March 3 at 1:30 
p.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members and 
children attending for free.

snoWy Plovers

Watch where you walk there are plovers on the beach 
and nesting is beginning.  SCCF has been monitoring 
and staking the nests of this shorebird on Sanibel beaches 
for 12 years.  Join SCCF biologists to learn about this 
threatened species and what you can do to protect their 
small nesting populations.  Cost of program is $5 with 
SCCF members free.  Call 472-2329 for more informa-
tion.  Thursdays, March 12 and 26 at 1:30 p.m. in the Na-
ture Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members 
and children free.

tank talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the	Diamond	Back	Terrapin,	Happy	the	Florida	Snapping	
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, March 3 
and 17 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is 

The Native Plant Nursery will be hosting Rabbit Run Farm on the second 
and fourth Thursday in March from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Owner of Rabbit 
Run,	Denise	Muir,	will	be	at	the	nursery	on	March	12	and	26,	selling	her	
locally grown produce.  Rabbit Run Farm is a hydroponic farm in eastern 
Fort Myers that uses organic pest control methods and specializes in heir-
loom vegetables, strawberries, and various tropical fruits.      

Cash and checks only please!

Native Plant Nursery to Host Rabbit Run Farm

Guided	Trips	and	“Birding	On	Your	Own”
Great Florida Birding & Wildlife Trail Sites: 
Wildlife Management Areas
Okaloacoochee	Slough	State	Forest	Plus	4	Days	of	

Birding at STA5
Photo	Workshops/Trips	with	Don	Hamilton
Lake Okeechobee by Pontoon Boat

Airboat Charters to the Lake Okeechobee Audubon 
Sanctuary

Stargazing	“Owl	Hoot”	with	experts
Private Ranches and Farms
Eco-tours:	Billie	Swamp	Safari;	Devils	Garden	Bird	

Park; Felda Swamp buggy Tours
Hosted by Hendry County Tourism

Join SCCF at the 14th Annual Big O Birding Festival in Clewiston
Wednesday, March 11 - Sunday, March 15       —        www.bigobirdingfestival.com
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Pfeifer Realty Group is sponsoring 7 Sanibel Artists to benefit lo-
cal nonprofits.  Each artist featured has generously donated a work 
of art that is currently on display at Sanibel Art and Frame.  Artist 
details, works of art, and online bidding can be found online:  www.
SanibelStories.com.   Each winning high bidder will designate the 
non-profit that receives the proceeds of their purchase.  This is the 
second documentary sponsored by Pfeifer Realty Group.  Last year's 
premiere of Growing Up on Sanibel was sold out.  7 Sanibel Artists is 
premiering at BIG ARTS on March 5.

7 Sanibel Artists Premiers March 5

$5 per adult, with members and children free.

23rd annUal tennis toUrnament

Join us for one of the premier tennis tournaments on the 
islands, celebrating its 23rd year!  Tournament play is at 
the	Pavel	&	Blackwood	Tennis	Academy	at	The	Dunes	on	
Saturday - Sunday, April 11 - 12.  Players and Sponsors 
Courtside Happy Hour on Saturday at 5 p.m.  All entrants 
will receive tournament T-shirts and first-place winners and 
finalists will receive an etched glass piece created by Luc 
Century.  To register or for more information, please call 
Lisa	Cochrane	(239/246-8875)	or	Dee	Serage	at	472-2329.

trail Walks: exPlore saniBel’s interior Wetlands

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  Join us for a guided 
walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges 
of the Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, 
natural and cultural history and preservation efforts.  
Trail walks will be offered through mid-April on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 11 a.m.  Meet at the 
Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for non-mem-
bers; free to members and children.   

tUrtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches,	SCCF’s	monitoring	activities,	and	what	we	are	do-
ing to protect them.  Thursdays, March 5 and 19 at 10 a.m.  
Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and children, $5 
for non-members.

WildfloWers & Pollinators in tHe native landscaPe

Come	 and	 learn	 about	 “La	 Florida’s”	 local	 native	 wild-
flowers and their pollinators.   Approximately 1,500 wild-
flower	species	grow	in	our	“Land	of	Flowers”	state.		Some	
can be purchased and grown as groundcovers in the home 
landscape.  But many require walks in wild places to view 
their beauty and have yet to be domesticated.  Pollination 
is a national topic these days.  Our island pollinators do 
include the domesticated honey bee but also many native 
insects.		Learn	about	our	island’s	3rd	generation	beekeep-
er and the native pollinators you are most likely to see in 
your backyard and why they matter.  Friday, March 13 at 
10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

SCCF March 2015 Program Schedule

SCCF staff members regularly present programs to 
area groups, including these coming up in March and 
April; many are open to the public but some are not.

3/11-14 Big O Birding Festival, Clewiston,  KA and 
RAW.

3/15 – 21 The Caloosahatchee River Basin Festival is 
being revived at the Calusa Nature Center 
to celebrate their 20th anniversary, with a 
whole	week’s	worth	of	 events.	 	 	 SCCF	will	
be providing information about Caloosa-
hatchee-related programs, RAW

3/21 CRCA Annual meeting at Rock Creek Re-
sort on SR 80 10 a.m, RAW.

3/24 The Sanctuary Golf Club, Sanibel, 5:30 p.m.     
Not open to the public, RAW.

3/25 Sanibel - League of Women Voters, Sundial  
-		Florida’s	2015	Legislative	Issues,	RAW.

3/26	 Cayo	Costa	Island	State	Park,	11	a.m.,	“Tides	
and	Currents,”	KA.

3/30	 Fort	Myers	Beach	Library,	10:30	a.m.		“ABC	
Birding,”	an	introduction	to	common	birds,	
KA.

4/7	 Everglades	Day,	Tallahassee,	RAW.
4/30 Sustainability Summit, Harborside Event 

Center, Ft Myers    8-4  www.swflsustain-
ability.com.  Open to the public -$25, RAW.

   
 KA - Kristie Anders      RAW - Rae Ann Wessel

SCCF Staff Presentations to Local Groups
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March 2015 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday  10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (December to April only)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org
   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			

Ran Niehoff
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price
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SCCF MeMber Update

april 2015

Island Croakers
By Chris Lechowicz, Director-Wildlife Habitat Management/Herpetologist

There are many wildlife sounds that can be heard at night 
on Sanibel Island.  Among the most common are those of 
various insects and amphibians.  Many of these sounds can 
sound very similar even though the animals making them are 
very different (vertebrates and invertebrates).

Sanibel and the other islands in Pine Island Sound are 
home to only one taxonomic Order (Anura) of the Class 
Amphibia (amphibians); which are the frogs and toads. 
The absence of salamanders (Order = Caudata) on our 
barrier islands is mostly due to periodic events of hurri-
canes and tropical storms that result in saltwater intrusion 
to the freshwater wetlands.  Plus, all but one species of 
salamanders in South Florida are completely aquatic and 
none are salt tolerant. 

Currently, nine species of frogs and toads are extant 
on Sanibel; three of them are non-native to Florida. Three 
are in the treefrog family (Hylidae), two are true frogs (Ra-
nidae), two are true toads (Bufonidae), one is a narrow-
mouth frog (Microhylidae), and the other belongs to a 
group of frogs called robber frog (Eleutherodactylidae). 

Frog reproduction occurs at different times of the 
year depending on the species. All of our species are either 
fall/winter breeders, spring breeders, or summer breed-
ers. Male frogs produce a species unique “call” to attract 
females to the breeding area that can vary greatly in sound 
by species.  

The two native tree frogs, the green treefrog (Hyla ci-
nerea) and squirrel treefrog (Hyla squirella), are summer 
breeders and are both green (most of the time).  The green 
treefrog sound is a repetitive “quank-quank-quank” and 
the squirrel treefrog is a very raspy version of the same 
sound that resembles an upset squirrel. 

The two true frogs, the pig frog (Lithobates grylio) 
and southern leopard frog (Lithobates sphenocephala) have 
two different breeding cycles. The pig frog is a summer 
breeder where the southern leopard frog is primarily a 
fall/winter breeder. The pig frog, a close relative of the 
bull frog (Lithobates catesbeianus) of the north, sounds 
like a the grunt of a pig whereas the southern leopard frog 
resembles a cackling or laughing sound.  The southern 
toad (Anaxyrus terrestris) breeds in the spring. It sounds 
like a high-pitch humming that can be very loud in large 

See Frogs on Page 5

This adult pair of eastern narrow-mouthed toad (G. c. caro-
linensis) are in amplexus (breeding form). A typical adult is 
only about 1.5 inches long.

A male squirrel treefrog (H. squirella) calls from a puddle 
(notice his large vocal sac). Squirrel treefrogs look very simi-
lar to green treefrogs except they are smaller and have a less 
distinct white line on the sides of body. They have become 
very rare on Sanibel over the last twenty years, whereas green 
treefrogs are still common.
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2015 Legislative Session
Florida

See Policy on Page 4

by Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

Florida’s 60-day legislative session began on March 
3rd and promises to be a busy one.  There are a number of 
bills affecting Florida’s natural resources, including imple-
mentation of Amendment 1 the Florida Water and Land 
Legacy Amendment that passed by 75% of voters, major 
changes to water regulation, oil fracking and growth man-
agement.  The Session is fast moving and bill language 
can change very quickly so the following list addresses 
bills where we’ll need your support and voice, speaking 
up to protect our natural resources. 

 
Amendment 1  - SB 584  Amendment 1, the Water 

and Land Legacy Amendment, that passed with 75% 
of the vote last November, is expected to provide ap-
proximately $750 million this year for land acquisition 
and Everglades restoration.  As expected, special interest 
groups are working to divert these funds away from their 
intended uses to pay for infrastructure projects such as 
septic conversion to sewer.  There are different funding 
sources for these types of infrastructure projects and we 
need to speak up to assure the funds are not diverted.  
We encourage calls and emails to Senator Charlie Dean, 
Chairman of the Environmental Preservation and Con-
servation Committee, and Florida Senate President Andy 
Gardiner to tell them we voted for conservation and res-
toration funding. 
•	 Senator Charlie Dean 

(850) 487-5005; dean.charles.web@flsenate.gov
•	 Senate President Andy Gardiner 

(850) 487-5013; gardiner.andy.web@flsenate.gov

Water Bills - HB 7003 / companion SB 918.  The 
House bill was fast tracked through pre-session commit-
tee hearings and went to the floor for a full house vote the 
second day of session. This far-reaching and wide-ranging 
bill addresses significant changes in the way water is man-
aged.  The bill shifts major responsibilities to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture while reducing accountability and 
enforcement.  Fast tracking such an important and far 
reaching bill begs the question, what’s the rush?  

The bill rolls back standards for water quality by relying 

on BMPs, "best management practices" that expand the 
presumption of compliance even though they have not 
been effective in meeting water quality standards.  The 
bill also eliminates the timeline for Lake Okeechobee 
clean up and sets aside a relatively effective permitting 
process now used by the South Florida Water Manage-
ment District to reduce discharge into Lake Okeechobee 
and replaces it with a Basin Management Action Plan, 
BMAP that covers only 40% of the lake’s watershed.  

The just-released University of Florida Everglades re-
port contracted by the Senate in last year’s session clearly 
states that current BMAPs will not achieve the nutrient 
reduction targets for Lake O, the St. Lucie or Caloosa-
hatchee and that more aggressive standards are needed.

Most surprisingly, the 94-page water bill emphasizes 
development of alternative sources of water but  does noth-
ing to promote water conservation, the most simple, cost 
and resource efficient solution for growing water demand.  

Assault on Growth Management 
SB484 Regional Planning Councils (RPC).  Just as 

we are going to press this bill that would have eliminated 
all regional planning councils was improved with a strike-
all amendment that eliminates only one RPC but provides 
funding for the remaining RPCs.  The bill still removes 
some RPC responsibilities and contains language that 
exempts small counties from some reviews.  The RPCs 
provide and important regional public forum that allows 
local, regional and state government to learn about and 
resolve issues that are beyond the ability of any one local 
government to address.  There is no House companion at 
this time.  We strongly support the function and services 
of regional planning councils; in fact, the local fertilizer 
ordinances in place today were developed at our regional 
planning council at a stakeholder sub-committee lead by 
Councilman Mick Denham.  It has spawned fertilizer or-
dinances across the state to address water quality issues.  

SB 562 /HB 579   Elimination of Florida Develop-
ment of Regional Impact Program.  These bills would 
eliminate Florida's Development of Regional Impact 
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DON'T DELAY
PLEASE

GIVE TO SCCF 
TODAY!

2014-2015 Annual Fund Drive

for  
SCCF Members!!!

BREAKING NEWS 

$695K

Today

Gretchen Valade, a very generous and 
longstanding supporter of SCCF’s conserva-

tion work has issued a CHALLENGE GRANT.

Any tax-deductible gifts you make to the Annual Fund 
Drive now through June 30 will be matched DOLLAR FOR 

DOLLAR up to $100,000.

Please help SCCF meet this challenge.  Your gift will 
also qualify you as an SCCF Member in good standing for 
another year.

Please use the enclosed reply envelope or donate online 
at www.sccf.org today!

For additional information please contact:

Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768  
or 

Erick Lindblad at 239-472-2329

In January a diverse coalition of conserva-
tives, business interests and clean energy advo-
cates kicked off a petition drive to place solar 
energy on the ballot in 2016.  Floridians for 
Solar Choice is a grassroots citizens’ effort to 
allow more homes and businesses to generate 
electricity by harnessing the power of the sun. 

Currently, Florida is one of only five states 
in the nation that that doesn’t allow competition 
in energy choices by prohibiting citizens from 
buying electricity from companies that will put 
solar panels on your home or business. This 
prohibition limits customer choice and blocks 
the growth of this abundant, clean, affordable, 
homegrown energy source. The choice to har-
ness solar power should be available to everyone.

The ballot initiative would allow all Flo-
ridians the option to power their homes and 
businesses with solar power and the choice of 
who provides it to them.  This initiative was 
started because for several years the Florida 
Legislature and the Public Service Commission 
blocked efforts to open up the solar market in 
Florida. Going to the ballot is necessary so that 
residents’ and taxpayers’ desires can be heard.

This year’s legislative session holds the 
promise of eliminating burdensome taxes on 
solar power, thanks to leaders like Senator 
Brandes. Removing burdensome taxes on re-
newable energy along with allowing Florida’s 
families and businesses choice in solar power 
provider could be the 1-2 punch that finally 
brings solar power home to the Sunshine State!

We need 800,000 verified petitions by the 
end of 2015 to get this initiative on the ballot.  
The great news is that in just 2 months over 
100,000 petitions have been collected enabling 
the language to be reviewed by the supreme 
court for the 2016 ballot.  We encourage all 
Florida voters to come into our Nature Center 
and sign a petition.  We also need volunteers 
to collect petitions.  If you are interested let us 
know and we’ll get you set up.  

Find a link at www.sccf.org under Current 
Issues on the home page for more information.
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Just as this year’s legislative session opens, the  University 
of Florida Water Institute released their report entitled: “Op-
tions To Reduce High Volume Freshwater Flows to the St. 
Lucie and Caloosahatchee Estuaries and Move More Water 
from Lake Okeechobee to the Southern Everglades.”   The 
report was contracted by the legislature in 2014 in a suite of 
projects recommended by the Senate Select Committee.   

With the stated intent of this year’s legislative session to 
focus on water, the report and its recommendations are most 
timely.  The 143-page report recognizes the critical need for 
and benefits to be achieved by additional storage south of 
Lake Okeechobee in the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA), 
stating:  “…..  additional storage, treatment and conveyance 
south of the lake (i.e. in the EAA) will improve achievement 
of restoration goals for both the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries and the Everglades considerably.”  

“…if between 300,000 to 750,000 acre-ft. of storage 
can be provided north of the lake, between 132,000 to 
507,000 acre-ft. of additional storage south of the lake 
will be sufficient to provide 90% reduction in lake-trig-
gered high flows to the estuaries and achieve 90% of the 
[Everglades] dry season target.”

And recommends ” …the state has a limited window of 
opportunity to purchase this land at market prices.  Given 
the limited opportunity and the uncertainty of any future 
similar opportunities to purchase large acreages of lands in 
the EAA, the state should consider this time-limited option.”

High volume flows are catastrophic to our estuary and 
coastal waters and an EAA reservoir is the one and only 
project that can significantly and literally change the tide.  

There’s a link to the report at www.sccf.org.  Under 
“Current Issues” on the right side, click on “EAA Reservoir” 

Policy -- Continued from Page 2
(DRI) program for large-scale developments impact-
ing more than one county.  The resulting review process 
would lose key protections for adjacent local govern-
ments.  We advocate for the DRI process to remain "as 
is."  Lack of planning will impact critical resources such as 
water supply, water quality, transportation and preserva-
tion of open space and wildlife corridor connectivity, and 
will shift costs from the developer to the public.  

SB 832 Weakened Florida Sector Planning Pro-
cess. This bill significantly weakens Florida's sector plan-
ning process for projects more than 15,000 acres in size 
by reducing the information sector plan that applicants 
need to provide to local government and state agencies 
when seeking a plan amendment approval.  It eliminates 
requirements for providing information relating to trans-
portation and public facility costs, phasing, staging, or 

financing until very late in the planning process.  It pro-
hibits local governments from having any special review 
process for sector plans, even though such plans allow de-
velopment across massive swaths of Florida's rural lands.  
The bill delays the recording of conservation easements, 
jeopardizing the environmental value of conservation 
lands.  It also allows certain types of DRIs in rural ar-
eas of economic opportunity to receive consumptive use 
permits for 20 or more years, which could have signifi-
cant impacts on many of Florida's most sensitive water 
resource areas. This proposed legislation could also have 
significant impacts on Everglades restoration, potentially 
making approval easier for massive regional projects un-
der consideration such as Deseret Ranch Sector Plan at 
the headwaters of the Everglades, and the controversial 
Sugar Hill Sector Plan on key Everglades lands in rural 
Hendry County.

Everglades Report from the Water Institute of UF
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

SCCF’s message to Governor Rick Scott and the 
Florida Legislature is one that we encourage you to 
share every chance you get:  
•	 There will never be a better time.
•	 The time is now: the EAA land is available, the 

funding is available through Amendment 1. There 
is no other project that provides as many benefits to 
multiple systems.

•	 This is your chance to change the future for Florida.
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choruses. The eastern narrow-mouth toad (Gastrophryne 
carolinensis) is actually not a toad, but a Microhylid that 
sounds like a drawn out “baah” of a sheep.

The small non-native greenhouse frog (Eleutherodac-
tylus planirostris) produces very soft chirps that are com-
monly mistaken for crickets during the summer.  The ex-
otic Cuban treefrog (Osteopilus septentrionalis) is the most 
commonly seen frog on the island but is mostly heard 
during the summer when temperatures and humidity are 
high.  The sound is similar to the rubbing of your fingers 
on a balloon. The cane toad (Rhinella marina), a new in-
vasive exotic toad to Sanibel, has been heard calling from 
February – September when temperatures are above 70 
and after frequent rainfall. Their sound has been com-
pared to the sound of a UFO from 1950s Sci-Fi movies.

SCCF and J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge staff monitors frog populations over the summer 
by conducting frog call surveys as part of Frog Watch: 
Southwest Florida Amphibian Monitoring Network.  If you wish to monitor frog populations in your neighborhood 
as part of this effort let me know. Chris Lechowicz clechowicz@sccf.org (239) 472-3984.

The easiest distinguishable character between the exotic cane toad (R. marina) and the native southern toad (A . terrestris) is 
the size of the adults (cane toads are typically 4-6 inches in length and southern toads are around 3 inches in length, when sit-
ting). Southern toads also have cranial crests or ridges between their eyes, where cane toads only have them on their eyebrows. 
The paired parotoid glands behind the eyes are much larger in the cane toad as compared to the southern toad.

Frogs -- Continued from Page 1

The southern leopard frog (L. sphenocephalus) typically starts 
calling during the first cold fronts in November and contin-
ues into the winter months in our area. However, they can 
occasionally be heard during the summer with the onset of 
continued heavy rains.

SCCF staff members regularly present programs to area groups, including these coming up in March and April; 
many are open to the public but some are not.   
4/7 Everglades Day, Tallahassee, Rae Ann Wessel.
4/30 Sustainability Summit, Harborside Event Center, Ft Myers    8-4  www.swflsustainability.com.  Open to 

the public -$25, Rae Ann Wessel.

SCCF Staff Presentations to Local Groups

Hear a cane toad:  on www.sccf.org, go to Wildlife Habitat Management, then Cane Toads and scroll down for link
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You might be walking along the 
beaches this year and notice a few 
pieces of PVC pipe sticking up out of 
the beach in seemingly random places 
and probably think some left their 
umbrella pole out again. Before you 
decide to do the responsible thing and 
take it off the beach you will probably 

notice a sticker with the SCCF and 
City of Sanibel logos identifying these 
umbrella holders as groundwater wells.  
SCCF Marine lab has been contracted 
by the City of Sanibel to estimate the 
amount of nutrients (nitrogen and 
phosphorus) which flows off of Sani-
bel each year in groundwater. The lab 
will be installing 40 wells throughout 
the island to look at this groundwater. 
Yes, there is fresh water just a few feet 
under Sanibel’s surface which flows 
slowly much like a wetland. The flow 
of this aquifer is affected by environ-
mental factors including rain, tide, ir-
rigation, evaporation. The quality of 
the groundwater is also affected by the 
environment and that is why the ma-
rine lab is studying the surface aquifer.

If you have been a resident of 
Sanibel for long, you have heard of 
the annoying effects excessive fertil-
izer can have on our waterbodies. 

The nitrogen and phosphorus in the 
fertilizer is nourishment for algae, 
red tides and fish kills. These nutri-
ents which are applied to our lawns 

Marine Laboratory:  Sanibel Groundwater Study
By Mark Thompson, Marine Lab Research Associate

Above: Research staff installing a level 
measuring device in a monitoring well 
on Sanibel.  Left: Installed well in the 
dunes near a Sanibel beach access.

 The State of Florida has acquired 669 acres with-
in the Charlotte Harbor Flatwoods Florida For-
ever Project.  The first week of February 2015, 
the Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection executed a long sought after land purchase 
that will provide improved water quality and 
water flows to our coastal estuary and Charlotte 
Harbor.   The 669-acre Bond Ranch purchase 
supports a larger project known as the Charlotte 
Harbor Flatwoods located in northwest Lee and 
western Charlotte Counties.    

The project will provide much needed hydro-
logic restoration of natural water flows impacted 
by the construction of I-75.  It protects the largest 

and highest-quality slash-pine flatwoods in southwest Florida.  
Until recently, the Bond Ranch was an operating cattle ranch. The property will 

be managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission providing 
additional hiking, fishing and hunting opportunities for Floridians and visitors. 

The $3.15 million DEP purchase included $1.4 million from FDOT and was 
accomplished in collaboration with the Trust for Public Land.

State Buys Conservation Land in Southwest Florida

See Groundwater on Page 9
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Beer in the Bushes
Saturday, April 18 from 6 to 9ish

Tickets $50 in advance* — $60 at the door

Locally brewed beers generously provided by:
•	 Point Ybel Brewing Company
•	 Ft. Myers Brewing Company
•	 Momentum Brewhouse
•	 Old Soul Brewing
•	 Naples Beach Brewery
•	 Palm City Brewing   
Multiple Food Trucks plus a Dessert Truck
(Ticket includes $5 Trux Bux)

In honor of Earth Day, SCCF will be interviewing founding board member 
Charles LeBuff on April 22 at 2 p.m.  This informal conversation will not only 
focus on Charles’ work with SCCF, but help us look back at the islands’ activities 
from his work at the Refuge, the start of his sea turtle research and his engagement 
in the founding of the City of Sanibel.

Charles, a man ahead of his time, began studying sea turtles long before the en-
dangered species act and any formal state-wide program. After his full day’s work at 
the Refuge, during warm summer nights, Charles would search Sanibel’s beaches 
for nesting activity. He was almost simultaneous to Archie Carr discovering the 
loggerhead sea turtles’ cycle of nesting several times during the summer and then 
not returning for two to three years. 

He brought his experience as a biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to the SCCF board meetings during those formative years. He ran for and was elected to the first Sanibel City 
Council.  Upon his retirement in 1992, his Caretta Sea Turtle Research was turned over to the care of SCCF.

Join us for an afternoon of stories and learn more about the memoirs Charles has recorded in several books 
about the island he loves. A book signing will follow the talk. The program will be in the SCCF Nature Center. 
It is fitting for Earth Day to reflect on the fact that many native American creation legends attribute turtles with 
bringing the first land from under the sea for people to walk upon. Please join us on April 22 at 2 p.m., free.

Thanks to The Donald Slavik Family Foundation for their support of this Earth Day presentation.

Earth Day Conversation with Charles LeBuff

* Ticket link at www.sccf.org 
(See “Upcoming Events” on right side)

Featuring the music of

Presenting Sponsor

Band Sponsor

Named after Ukrainian nomads, Scythian (sith-ee-yin) 
plays immigrant rock with thunderous energy, technical 
prowess, and storytelling songwriting. Celebrating 10 years 
of getting people dancing all night, Scythian released their 
new album, Jump at the Sun, this summer. Ed Helms's The 
Bluegrass Situation called "Paint This Town" a 'shine-fueled, 
fiddle-flying hoedown' and "Built These Walls" a 'blue-
collar ballad we can all get behind.' Nashville's Music City 
Roots says Scythian is 'what happens when rock star cha-
risma meets Celtic dervish fiddling.' Scythian's "Immigrant 
Road Show" consists of Alexander Fedoryka, Josef Crosby, 
Danylo Fedoryka, Ben-David Warner, and Tim Hepburn 
and Larissa Fedoryka.
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SCCF April 2015 Program Schedule
Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957

Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      
Trails with Observation Tower  •  Butterfly House  •  Education Center with Touch Tank: $5/adult, children under 17 and members free.

Beer in the Bushes

See Page 7.  April 18 from 6 to 9ish p.m.

Birding at the Preserves

Join experienced birders on an outing to the Shipley Trail 
at SCCF’s Bailey Homestead Preserve.  Both new and ex-
perienced birders will enjoy a variety of birds in a diversity 
of wildlife habitats.  Botany enthusiasts are also welcome 
to help identify plants along the trails.  The walk begins at 
8 a.m. and is free for members and non-members.  Please 
call 472-2329 for more information. 
Friday, April 6— Shipley Trail.  Meet in the parking lot at 

Roadside City Park on Periwinkle (just east of Islander 
Trading Post).  The Shipley Trail runs through the Bai-
ley Homestead Preserve and connects the City’s Pond 
Apple Park Trail to Roadside City Park.  NOTE:  The 
rest of the Bailey Homestead Preserve is still undergoing 
site work and is not yet open

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, April 1 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

caloosahatchee oxBow & riverlore cruise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin 
Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations 
and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is limited, call 
472-2329.  Cruises offered the following Sundays in 2015:  
Apr. 12, and the last cruise of the season will be on May 10 
(Mother’s Day).  Cruises will resume in November.

conversation with charles leBuff 
Celebrate Earth Day with a conversation with Charles 
LeBuff, featuring wide-ranging topics that relate to the 

human and natural history of Sanibel-Captiva Islands and 
implications of a positive, broad-based community con-
servation ethic as it developed over the past 70 years. Kris-
tie Anders will guide the first part of the interview, but we 
encourage you to bring your questions. Charles will share 
a few photos of old, have his printed books for sale and 
have information about how to purchase his e-published 
books.  Earth Day, Wednesday, April 22 at 2 p.m. at the 
SCCF Nature Center.

the city that almost wasn’t and the saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt 
a comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natu-
ral systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and 
the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded 
the preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural 
resources we all enjoy today. Wednesday, April 8 at 1:30 p.m.  
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.  The City turned 40 in November 2014.

gator & crocodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, April 15 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for fr

hurricanes!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted the 
coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, rushed 
through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of Pine Island 
on Friday, 8/13/2004.  Following the warm water of Char-
lotte Harbor, it made landfall again over Punta Gorda.  Wild-
life, vegetation and human existence on these islands have al-
ways been shaped by tropical storms.  Each season, hundreds 
of supercomputers spew out spaghetti models, which have 
saved countless lives, but according to local emergency man-
agers, the projected cone can be wrong about 40% of the 
time.   Wednesday, April 15 at 1:30 p.m.  $5 for non-members; 
members and children 17 and under are free.  

23rd Annual 
SCCF 

Tennis Tournament
April 11 - 12

GET READY TO VOLLEY!
Please call The Dunes at 472-3522

or register online at:
http://tennislink.usta.com/Tournaments

Use Tournament ID# 150090015
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SCCF April 2015 Program Schedule

owl tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  Will 
the Barn Owls use the nest box on the side of the Nature 
Center this year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting 
phase with males guarding territory and calling to females.  
Wednesday, April 8 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free.

snowy Plovers

Watch where you walk there are plovers on the beach 
and nesting is beginning.  SCCF has been monitoring 
and staking the nests of this shorebird on Sanibel beaches 
for 12 years.  Join SCCF biologists to learn about this 
threatened species and what you can do to protect their 
small nesting populations.  Cost of program is $5 with 
SCCF members free.  Call 472-2329 for more informa-
tion.  Thursdays, April 9 and 23 at 1:30 p.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free.

tank talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, April 7 and 

21 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.

23rd annual tennis tournament

Join us for one of the premier tennis tournaments on the 
islands, celebrating its 23rd year!  Tournament play is at 
the Pavel & Blackwood Tennis Academy at The Dunes on 
Saturday - Sunday, April 11 - 12.  Players and Sponsors 
Courtside Happy Hour on Saturday at 5 p.m.  All entrants 
will receive tournament T-shirts and first-place winners and 
finalists will receive an etched glass piece created by Luc 
Century.  See box below left for registration info.

trail walks: exPlore saniBel’s interior wetlands

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  Join us for a guided 
walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges 
of the Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, nat-
ural and cultural history and preservation efforts.  Trail 
walks will be offered through April 10 on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, Thursdays and Fridays at 11 a.m.  Meet at the Nature 
Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for non-members; free to 
members and children.   

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, April 2, 16 and 30 at 

Rabbit Run Farm will be at SCCF on the second and fourth Thursdays 
in April from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Owner of Rabbit Run, Denise Muir will 
be setting up on the Nature Center porch.  No Early Birds, please!  Rabbit 
Run will be here on April 9 and 23.  Rabbit Run Farm is a hydroponic farm 
in eastern Fort Myers that uses organic pest control methods and specializes 
in heirloom vegetables, strawberries, and various tropical fruits.      

Cash and checks only please!

Native Plant Nursery to Host Rabbit Run Farm

and ornamental plants are transported by rain through the soil and into the water table. Once in the groundwater 
there is no mechanism to remove the nutrients and they flow whichever way the groundwater flows. That is why 
the marine lab will work to determine how much groundwater flows from Sanibel and how much nitrogen and 
phosphorus are in that groundwater. Once we have that information we can combine it with results of our previous 
two years of work estimated nutrient amounts in rainwater runoff and surface water discharges. A complete inven-
tory of nutrients originating from Sanibel will then be known and the potential effects that amount may have on 
our waterbodies determined. 

So now you know why there are random umbrella stands on the beach and mysterious pipes sticking up in incon-
spicuous places around Sanibel. The wells will disappear after one year but the data they provide will be forever useful. 

Groundwater -- Continued from Page 6

Continued on Page 11
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Where does your garbage go? 
Specifically it goes to  10500 Buck-
ingham Road in Fort Myers. Almost 
two thousand degree flames consume 
the waste, converting it to energy. It 
may be hard to imagine that a water-
melon rind or Styrofoam lunch box 
would be changed into energy. Lee 
County’s waste to energy system does 
exactly that producing electricity for 
40,000 homes. Covante that operates 
the plant is offering a tour at 9:15 on 
the morning of April 9th. The drive 
is estimated to be 50 minutes in rea-
sonable traffic, so departure from the 
island at 8 am should get people there 
in plenty of time.

After assembling in the board 
room, people will be given an orien-
tation to how the plant operates from 
tipping floor where trucks dump the 
waste to the end of the path either in 
scrubbers in the smokestacks or ash in 
the bottom of the burner. Then people 
will be asked to don helmets and eye 
protection to walk through parts of 
the operation.  Closed toed shoes are 
required as the walk requires walking 

on metal grating and one set of stairs. 
Recycling was hard work when 

the first attempts were made to reuse 
resources.  Today things are much 
easier due to a method called single 
stream recycling. It allows Lee Coun-
ty residents to comingle their cans, 
plastics and bottles and then put out 
at the curb for pick up. Do you re-
member putting soggy bags in the 
back seat of your car to drive to the 
nearest aluminum can drop off?

Things have gotten much more 
sophisticated. In 1972, floppy discs 
were an innovation. The first game 
console was introduced and transis-
tor radios were still around.  In 2007, 
one million pounds of electronics 
were discarded in Lee County. Now 
a center on Topaz Avenue recycles 
electronics for rare earth metals and 
parts. The main recycling center is lo-
cated on the same campus as Covante 
and after a tour of the Waste to En-
ergy Plant, there will be a quick stop 
to see the operations there, handing 
everything from cardboard to cham-
pagne bottles. We'll also learn what 

gums up the works and slows the pro-
cess down:  shredded paper, recycla-
bles tied up in bags, garden hoses and 
other items can shut the plant down. 
Learn what's good and what's not for 
the blue recycle bins and what should 
be put out in the trash.

For details, e-mail Kristie kan-
ders@sccf.org (email preferred) or 
call and ask for her at 472-2329. 
We need an estimate on how many 
people will be going. There is a 
maximum allowable group size, so 
call now. Everyone is responsible for 
their own transportation. 

Waste-to-Energy Plant Tour at the Plant  
in Buckingham in April

Beer in the Bushes
Saturday,

April 18 from 6 to 9ish

Many thanks to Al Hanser and 
the staff of The Sanibel Captiva 
Trust Company, the Beer in the 
Bushes Presenting Sponsor. 

cont’d from Page 9

10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  
Free to members and children, $5 for 
non-members.

Waste-to-Energy Plant Tour
Tour the waste-to-energy plant in 
Buckingham, with a quick stop for 
the recycling plant.  See below for 
more info.  Thursday, April 9, meet 
in Buckingham at 9:15 a.m.  Email 
kanders@sccf.org (preferred) or call 
472-2329 and ask for Kristie (leave 
a message if she’s not at her desk)

Programs
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday  10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (December to April only)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org
   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			

Ran Niehoff
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org				

Linda Uhler - President
Ron Gibson- Vice President
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Gwenda Hiett-Clements - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Erick Lindblad 
Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2015
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce
John Morse

Doug Ryckman
Richard Shipley
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR

Kristie Anders
Joel Caouette

Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.orgSCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 

coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	
on Sanibel and Captiva and 

in the surrounding watershed through:
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SCCF MeMber Update

May-JUne 2015

Democracy in Action
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Can You Hear Us Now?

Everglades Action Day in Tallahassee, April 7, 2015.  Over 1,500 attended the Buy The Land Rally with supporters Jimmy 
Buffett, who performed, and Carl Hiaasen, who spoke. 

It’s been a busy month for our policy staff.  We thank 
everyone who has been writing letters, making phone 
calls and engaging in the issues with our elected officials.   
It is making a difference.    

Everglades Action Day in Tallahassee  
The first week of April we celebrated Everglades Action 

Day in Tallahassee, commemorating the birthday of Mar-
jorie Stoneman Douglas, advocating for the River of Grass.   
Of the over 1500 who turned out our west coast team in-
cluded a diverse group with members of the Sanibel League 
of Women Voters, a founding Dean of FGCU, members of 
Caloosahatchee Riverwatch and 12 international students 
studying here and working on Caloosahatchee issues. 

In our meetings with individuals from our local legisla-
tive delegation we emphasized the need for adequate funding 
for Everglades restoration, shared a newly released Realtors 
Water Study on the cost of polluted water on real estate val-

ues in our county, urged the purchase of land south of Lake 
Okeechobee to address the catastrophic effects of high flows to 
the Caloosahatchee and St Lucie and delivered the message that 
4.2 million voters supported Amendment 1 for land acquisition 
and Everglades restoration to fund parks, wildlife habitat and 
restoration under the conservation land acquisition program.  
We conveyed the anger felt by so many, stating that we will not 
stand by while the Senate and House allocate only 1% of the 
$750 million budget for Florida Forever while allocating over 
30% for funding agency operational expenses not directly re-
lated to land conservation, management, or restoration.

 So what’s the problem?  The legislature is taking great 
liberties with the definition of "Florida Forever" the state's 
model conservation land acquisition program started under 
Governor Bush in 1999, re-authorized by the Florida Leg-
islature in 2008, and codified in Chapter 259.105 of the 
Florida Statutes.

See Legislative Session on Page 5
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Habitat Restoration Projects in Full Swing at Marine Lab
By Sarah Bridenbaugh, Marine Lab Research Assistant

The Marine Lab staff have been preparing for the larg-
est marine habitat restoration project in southwest Flori-
da’s history. The project was funded through the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection to mitigate for 
damaging freshwater releases from Lake Okeechobee as 
well as heavy rains in the Caloosahatchee watershed in the 
summer of 2013. The restoration of oyster and seagrass 
habitats from Fort Myers to San Carlos Bay is the focus.  
Much of the initial site preparation and data collection 
are wrapping up and the real work begins!

Now we are calling for volunteers to help shovel fossil oys-
ter shell into buckets and build oyster reefs in San Carlos Bay.  
The volunteer events occur at least twice per week at the City 
of Sanibel boat launch park through June and July. Call Sarah 
for more information (239) 395-4617. We need your help!

A marine contractor will be moving 700 cubic yards of 
fossil shell on a barge to a site in San Carlos Bay. The addi-
tion of hard surfaces will provide a landing place for oyster 

larvae to settle and grow. The Marine Lab has obtained state 
and federal permits to do this work. After the shell is placed, 
the Marine Lab staff will monitor the settlement, live oyster 
density, and the use of the constructed reef by crabs and fish. 

Seagrass restoration will also be starting with 24 “founder 
colonies” of tape grass to be planted near downtown Fort My-
ers. The transplants will come from a makeshift nursery be-
hind the Marine Lab that used to be a fish hatchery and is now 
a large tank full of seagrass in shoeboxes.  The propagation has 
been ongoing since November and has involved many volun-
teers including our super volunteer Jacob Lemmon. 

After the oyster and seagrass restoration projects are ‘“in 
the ground” several visiting scientists will be assisting the 
Marine Lab to understand the function and benefits of the 
restoration projects.  A sedimentation study will look at how 
vegetated areas can affect turbidity.  A filter-feeding study 
will look at the ability for oyster reefs to clean the water. 

Left below: This is a healthy oyster reef in San Carlos Bay; there are abundant live oysters and shell for oyster larvae to attach to.   
Left:  A large oyster cluster is 
shown on the left of the photo  
but most of the intertidal is 
lacking enough shell/hard 
substrates to form a reef. This 
former reef was thought to be 
severely degraded by 2013 
freshwater flows and never 
recovered.
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SCCF works closely with the City 
of Sanibel on monitoring the summer 
nesting of sea turtles.  To date in 2015, 
SCCF has documented eight sea turtle 
deaths due to propeller and collision 
impacts from boats.  Sadly, five of 
them were adult loggerheads.

The timing and location of our 
heaviest boat traffic correspond with 
adult sea turtles moving closer to shore 
for the breeding and nesting season. 
Because males are clasping females for 
very long periods during the breeding 
season, they are both burdened with 
limited maneuverability. Sanibel is an 
important beach for loggerheads nest-
ing on the west coast of Florida, and 
every adult turtle is critically important 
for conservation efforts. 

Please Watch Out For Sea Turtles When Boating
By Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Coordinator

From 2005 - 2014, there was an average of 2.8 strandings due to boat strikes per 
year as of April 8.  In 2014 there were seven and in 2015 there have been eight.  
The previous highest was four (2007, 2009 and 2010).

Experts estimate that only one in 1,000 sea turtles survives to adulthood.  Yet that one turtle that beats the odds can 
lose its life in an instant to a boat strike.

Every time you operate a boat you risk hitting a 
turtle. All boaters can save sea turtles lives by follow-
ing these tips:
•	 Slow down and stay alert to avoid sea turtles. 

Wearing polarized sunglasses can help you better 
see marine life in your path.

•	 A voluntary minimization of boating in the 1 
km strip along the shoreline would be helpful. 
Research indicates that adult loggerheads tend to 
concentrate in this area during the breeding and 
nesting season. If you need to boat within this 
area, please travel at idle speed so the sea turtles 
have a chance to dive out of your way.  (Note:  All 
areas within 500-feet of the beach are designated 
“idle speed” zones on Sanibel).    

•	 Have a designated lookout on board. Be aware 

Minimize boating in the 1 km strip along the shoreline.

Rules for Boating Safely

that sea turtle heads can look very similar to crab trap buoys.
•	 Obey all “No Wake” “Idle Speed” and “Slow Speed” zones, 

but realize that sea turtles are found everywhere, not just 
within the boundaries of these zones. 
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With all the talk about the negative effects caused by 
invasive exotic plants and animals in Florida, it is hard 
to imagine that biologists and land managers sometimes 
must control native species in order to keep the ecosys-
tem in balance.  If left alone, without human disturbance, 
habitats tend to police themselves for that correct balance. 
Sometimes habitats change through natural succession 
and, other times, they remain for long periods of time. 
Inconsistent weather patterns, changing fire regimes, and 
even faunal species abundance can alter habitats over time.

On Sanibel, tremendous amounts of work has been 
done to control extremely aggressive invasive exotic 
plants, such as Brazilian pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius), 
Australian Pine (Casuarina spp), air potato (Dioscorea 
bulbifera), Java Plum (Syzygium cumini), and Climbing 
Cassia (Senna pendula).  After those plants are removed 
from a parcel (either from a controlled burn, mechanical 
removal or herbicide treatment), oversight of what starts 
to grow in its place is essential to rebuilding the habitat.  

On SCCF lands, salt bush (Baccharis halimifolia), wax 
myrtle (Myrica cerifera), camphorweed (Pluchea spp), and 
a few native vines seem to be the most aggressive native 
plants to come back after exotic removal and controlled 

Invasive Natives
By Chris Lechowicz, Director - Wildlife Habitat Management

Above:  A freshly burned Spartina marsh on the Center Tract 
shows the remnants of invading wax myrtle that will be re-
moved by hand.  Below:  Salt bush (Baccharis halimifolia) 
and Carolina willow (Salix caroliniana) have completely in-
filtrated this once pristine Spartina marsh.

Above:  Buttonwoods (Conocarpus erectus) quickly encroach 
on open marshes on Sanibel in the absence of frequent fire 
(to keep seedlings in check).   Right below:  Although na-
tive hardwood hammocks are great habitats for many wildlife 
species, vigilance is required to prevent all uplands from be-
coming shaded hammocks. Many species, such as the gopher 
tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus), prefer open areas with very 
little canopy resulting in richer plant diversity.

See Natives on Page 8
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2015 Legislative Session
Florida

by Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

Thanks to all who have written and 
called, they are hearing our message.  
•	We want more parks, not strip 

malls.
•	We want protected wildlife habitat, 

not pavement.
•	We want our lawmakers to follow 

the will of the voters and protect 
our precious natural areas that gen-
erate substantial revenue for this 
state and quality of life for residents 
and visitors.

•	And we won’t stop until we get 
what we voted for.

Everglades Funding & the EAA 
Reservoir:  Included in Amendment 
1 is bonding capacity to augment the 
capacity of the program. Bonding is 
key to funding the  EAA (Everglades 
Agriculatural Area) land purchase, a 
keystone project to move Everglades 
restoration forward.  Bonding has 
been a contentious issue with the 
Senate. As of this writing they have 
resisted and voted against any form of 

bonding.  We appreciate Senator 
Thad Altman’s work pushing for 
bonding in the Senate budget.  

Timing is key!  The release of a 
water study by the Florida Realtors 
provided an important economic 
message for us to share with legisla-
tors regarding the high cost of pol-
luted water on the real estate values of 
Lee and Martin Counties.  The report 
analyzed the impact of water quality 
and clarity on the sale of single fam-
ily homes in Lee and Martin Coun-
ties over a four year period from 2010 
-2013.  They found that dirty water 
resulted in a combined economic im-
pact to real estate in the two counties 
of $969 million dollars; $541 million 
in Lee County and $428 million in 
Martin County.  You can find the re-
port linked off our website www.sccf.
org, in the Current Issues box, click 
on “Realtor study”

EAA Resolutionss & Scientist Petition
That kind of economic impact is just 
one measure of why we are fighting 
so hard for a project to capture, store, 

clean and move water south of Lake 
Okeechobee. Our elected leaders are 
in the enviable position right now of 
having a contract to buy land south 
of the Lake in the EAA, we have the 
funding potential because of the pas-
sage of Amendment one, there is the 
economic driver, there is over 20 years 
of science documenting the need for 
such a project that is even included in 
the CERP plan.   All we need is the 
political will

The City of Sanibel, Village of 
Estero and Captiva Community 
Panel are the most recent communi-
ties to pass a resolution on the EAA 
land purchase.  Adding our commu-
nity support to others across the state 
and a petition by over 200 scientists 
demanding that this Legacy opportu-
nity not be squandered.  An excellent 
Guest Opinion by Islander Porter 
Goss sums it up.  The opinion, Reso-
lutions and Scientist Petition can all 
be found linked off our website www.
sccf.org, in the Current Issues box, 
click on “EAA Reservoir.”

Meeting with Rep. Fitzenhagen 
from left: Judith Jones, Sanibel 
League of Women Voters, Salma 
Nabihi International student 
working in LaBelle with the Ca-
loosahatchee Riverwatch, Nargiz 
Abduvohudova with Caloosa-
hatchee Riverwatch, Anne Laure 
Peigne International student 
working in LaBelle with the Ca-
loosahatchee Riverwatch, Rose-
mary Powell Sanibel League of 
Women Voters, Rae Ann Wessel and Carolyn Gray Founding Dean of FGCU (retired) and Sanibel League of Women Voters.

See Page 6

Continued from Page 1



After more than 38 years in business, I rarely am sur-
prised or have new revelations. Recently, however, I had an 
experience that I would like to share with you. 

I’d received an email Action Alert request from SCCF ask-
ing me to contact Florida legislative officials and (I’m para-
phrasing here) urge them to make good on how they’d prom-
ised to spend the money that was to be set aside by Amendment 
One. I did as I usually do; I responded to the action alert and 
then forwarded the email to my partners- who happen to be 
my brothers and sister- asking them to do the same.  The act 
of doing this made me feel a little discouraged… how much ef-
fect will four people really have on what goes on in Tallahassee?

Then I got to thinking about our almost four decades of 
customers and why most of them return, over and over again. 
I believe it’s the beautiful waters that surround us.  Swim-
ming in the gulf, fishing in Pine Island sound, gathering sea 
shells,  watching manatees, and simply relaxing to the calm-
ing effect of being near our clean waters.  Hmm…seems like 
the same reasons why we choose to live here year ‘round. 

This thought led to a family business decision to en-
courage our customers to contact our elected officials. Why 
wouldn’t we? After all, these are folks who spend their hard-
earned money to vacation here. They come here because 
of the reasons I stated above; they plan carefully and look 
forward to their getaway here and yes…one way or another, 
they, too, PAY TAXES, either directly or indirectly. 

Jensen’s Twin Palm and Jensen’s on the Gulf promptly 
emailed our customers and also held a 3-day Facebook cam-
paign, encouraging folks to join us in supporting  SCCF’s 
Action Alert. 

Sending out what might’ve been perceived as a political 
message to our valued customers was, at first, a concern;  but 
we felt the issue was too important…so we took the chance. 

The results were unbelievable. 
We received an abundance of heartfelt replies…emails 

thanking us for our involvement, emails thanking us for 
making them aware of an issue they didn’t know about and, 
most importantly, emails letting us know our customers had 

taken the actions we’d suggested. 
As it turned out, all of us who contacted our lawmakers 

received the same response back. One reply, received by a 
particular state representative,  struck me as being arrogant, 
demeaning, and quite frankly, not at all caring about the is-
sue of polluted waters.  This got me fired up! Maybe it was 
on the heels of receiving such a positive response from our 
customers. Maybe it was because I know this issue affects all 
of South Florida from St. Lucie inlet on the east coast, head-
ing south to the Everglades and -for us on the west coast- the 
entire length of the Caloosahatchee and surrounding estuar-
ies as waters exit into the Gulf of Mexico. Either way, I knew 
I couldn’t let his shameful reply go unanswered.

I sent a follow-up email to the State Representative’s initial 
response and copied our customer email list once more. We 
received more responses than the original mailing; all of which 
were of gratitude and wanting to further help the cause. 

I then realized and clearly understood what SCCF’s Kris-
tie Anders and Rae Ann Wessel had been telling me for quite 

some time. Kristie with her, “Businesses like yours have a lot 
of power and influence” and Rae Ann’s, “It’s good business to 
have clean water.”

It’s with this recent experience and revelation that I am 
writing you today. 

Our family wishes to share this positive experience with 
other Florida business owners and encourage them, also,  to 
make the effort to inform their customers and guests of this 
very important issue and to educate them on how their com-
bined voices can help preserve the pristine waters of our be-
loved South Florida.

Thank you SCCF for what you do and a HUGE thank 
you to all of you have contributed your hard earned money 
and support for SCCF. 

And now I think I will take time to walk out on our 
marina dock, stand next to our guests and customers, and 
watch them revel in the spectacular beauty of the birds, fish, 
manatees, and dolphins. 

On behalf of the Jensen Family-Dave, John, Pat and Jim

Rosemary  Powell, Judith Jones, Rae Ann Wessel and Caro-
lyn Gray with some of the fish that were tak-
en to Tallahassee.  Jensen’s visitors painted 
some of the fish and wrote messages on the 
back — as a way of deliverying their mes-
sage even though they could not be there in 
person.  Inset above:  A family from Austin, 
TX at Jensen’s.

Rally at the South Florida Water Management District urging the Governing Board to take action on the 
land purchase option that was part of their 2010 contract.

Open Letter to SCCF and to the Community

Sincerely,   
Dave Jensen
Jensen’s On The Gulf & Jensen’s Twin Palm Resort and Marina
Captiva Island, Florida

 Jimmy Buffett and Carl Hiaasen at the Capitol Rally in Support
To underscore the broad support for the Buy the Land Cam-

paign, after our lobby visits Jimmy Buffett and Carl Hiaasen 
joined over 1,500 advocates in the Capitol courtyard for a concert 
and rally.   We even saw a number of elected officials in the crowd.  
Our message is getting heard. 

Jensen’s Twin Palm banner on Captiva Drive

More on Page 8

Water Management District Rally
Meanwhile closer to home we have been pressing the SFWMD for the past three months to provide 

an open discussion of the land purchase option they negotiated back in 2010.  This April they finally 
allowed for public discussion but declined to take action.  



Page 8

I grew up in Raleigh, North Carolina and was always surrounded by animals.  
This exposure sparked my interest in the field of animal science and led me to pursue 
a Biological Sciences degree at Clemson University.  Throughout my undergraduate 
studies I became interested in endangered species and habitat preservation through 
experience working on a research project focused on parrotfish populations and coral 
reef health in the Florida Keys.  

Following graduation in May 2014, I accepted an internship on Bald Head 
Island on the coast of North Carolina.  This internship allowed me to work with 
the sea turtle monitoring program, and barrier island education outreach program.  
Following this position, I applied for several internships focused on species moni-
toring in unique coastal environments.  

SCCF’s biology internship was a perfect fit for my interests and will help to 
expand my field techniques and skills as a scientist.  My ultimate goal is to return 
to graduate school for my masters in conservation biology.  

Wildlife Habitat Management Intern:  Brandt Quirk-Royal

burns. In most cases, these plants tend to form a “mono-
culture” because they regrow faster than other plants. 
Monocultures, of even native vegetation, are not good 
for the ecosystem.  Some areas of regrowth need to be 
thinned out to allow the other natives to prosper.

Typically, controlled burns in Southwest Florida tend 
to give native plants a large advantage over non-native 
plants since most of the exotic plants affecting our lands 

are not fire-adapted.  Seeds from native plants and shrubs 
are usually the first to sprout up shortly after a prescribed 
fire.  Without the proper fire regime, open grasslands be-
come dense hammocks of just a few species of plants. On 
Sanibel, cabbage palms (Sabal palmetto) and buttonwoods 
(Conocarpus erectus) are highly aggressive native trees that 
can be considered invasive if not kept in check (to protect 
open grasslands) by controlled fires or mechanical removal.  

Natives -- Continued from Page 4

Policy -- Continued from Page 7

$761.6 $773.4 $746.5 $747.7
$177.6 $177.6 $191.1 $177.7
$170  $150  $97.4 $69.4
$155  $100  $8.0 $15.0
$259  $172  $199.0 $255.5
$0   $17.5 $12.5 $0
$0  $156.3 $236  $230.1

TOTAL
Debt Service

Everglades, Estuaries and Northern Everglades
Florida Forever

Springs/Trails/Land Mgmnt/Rural Family Lands/Beach Mgmnt/Historic Pres
Keys Wastewater/Water Resource Development

Existing Agency Operating and Regulatory Expenses

Comparison of Amendment 1 Appropriations (as of 4/16/15)

Budget Item
Amend 1
Sponsors Gov.  House Senate

From the DEP website:  When Florida Forever funding is 
appropriated by the legislature it is distributed by the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection to 
a number of state agencies and programs to purchase 
public lands in the form of parks, trails, forests, wild-
life management areas and more. All of these lands 
are held in trust for the citizens of Florida. 

Right  The breakdown to agencies 
pursuant to 259.105(3) F.S. 

Florida Forever Funding Distribution 

Florida Forever  
Budget Breakdown
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SCCF May-June 2015 Program Schedule
Nature Center, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road (1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road), P.O. Box 839, Sanibel  33957

Nature Center (239) 472-2329         www.sccf.org      

BoBcaT TaleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, May 27 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
   

calooSahaTchee oxBoW & riverlore cruiSe

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin 
Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reservations 
and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is limited, call 
472-2329.  The last cruise of the season will be on May 10 
(Mother’s Day).  Cruises will resume in November.
   
The ciTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T and The SaniBel plan  

The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt 
a comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natu-
ral systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and 
the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded 
the preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful natural 
resources we all enjoy today. Wednesday, June 17 at 1:30 p.m.  
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.  The City turned 40 in November 2014.
   

coyoTe and Bear TaleS

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented 
on the island; the black bear was relocated to northern 
Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors of these two 
new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every county 
in Florida.  Both human and bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from 
insects and fruits.  Wednesday, May 20 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
   

gaTor & crocodile TaleS

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, May 6 and June 3 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for fr
   

hurricaneS!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted the 
coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, rushed 

through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of Pine Island 
on Friday, 8/13/2004.  Following the warm water of Char-
lotte Harbor, it made landfall again over Punta Gorda.  Wild-
life, vegetation and human existence on these islands have al-
ways been shaped by tropical storms.  Each season, hundreds 
of supercomputers spew out spaghetti models, which have 
saved countless lives, but according to local emergency man-
agers, the projected cone can be wrong about 40% of the 
time.   Wednesday, June 24 at 1:30 p.m.  $5 for non-members; 
members and children 17 and under are free.  
   

living WiTh WildliFe in My naTive landScape

Come for a virtual tour  of SCCF Living & Landscaping for 
Wildlife Educator Dee Century’s 25 year old native plant 
landscape.  Dee’s native island landscape lived through salt 
water flooding from Hurricane Charley….the Lignum Vi-
tae bloomed soon after.  Screech owls and flycatchers nest 
there.  Migratory birds feed there.  Mangrove Cuckoos have 
been spotted.  Larval plants for backyard butterflies like the 
Zebra Longwing and the migratory Monarch are plentiful.  
Black Witch moths and other pollinators nectar on native 
wildflowers.  Approximately 50 native plants species have 
been planted in this home landscape.  Wednesday, June 10 
at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Members and 
children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.
   

oTTer TaleS

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
2004’s Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this 
large, aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  
river otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture 
the hears of all who see them.  Otter sightings have in-
creased recently on SCCF trails.  Tuesday, June 17 at 1:30 
p.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members and 
children attending for free.
   

oWl TaleS

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  Will 
the Barn Owls use the nest box on the side of the Nature 
Center this year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting 
phase with males guarding territory and calling to females.  
Wednesday, May 13 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children attending for free.
   

SnoWy ploverS

Watch where you walk there are plovers on the beach 
and nesting is beginning.  SCCF has been monitoring 
and staking the nests of this shorebird on Sanibel beaches 
for 12 years.  Join SCCF biologists to learn about this 
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SCCF May-June 2015 Program Schedule

On Your Own at the Nature Center
BuTTerFly houSe

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.  
huMan uSeS oF Florida naTive planTS

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.   

Walking TrailS & oBServaTion ToWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a bird’s 
eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.  Guided Trail Walks offered Tuesday - Friday at 11 a.m. through April 11.     

WildliFe exhiBiTS

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look 
at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty 
the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.

Sea turtle volunteers had a productive and fun-filled morning of stake painting on March 24. Thanks to the help of 11 
volunteers and Habitat Management Intern Brandt, we were able to paint ALL of the sea turtle nest stakes.  We're officially 
ready for sea turtle season...now we just need the turtles!       - Kelly Sloan

threatened species and what you can do to protect their 
small nesting populations.  Cost of program is $5 with 
SCCF members free.  Call 472-2329 for more informa-
tion.  Thursdays, May 7, June 4 and 18 at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.
   

Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, May 5, and 
June 2, 16 and 30 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.
   

TideS, currenTS & Florida ShelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 

most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Wednesday, June 10 at 
1:30 p.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost 
is $5 per adult, with members and children free.   
   

TurTle TrackS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, May 14 and 28, and 
June 11 and 25 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  Free 
to members and children, $5 for non-members.
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September
     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday  10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (December to April only)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org
   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management			

Ran Niehoff
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Linda Uhler - President
Ron Gibson- Vice President
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Gwenda Hiett-Clements - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Chris Lechowicz 
Erick Lindblad 
Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Kelly Sloan

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2015
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce
John Morse

Doug Ryckman
Richard Shipley
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR

Kristie Anders
Sarah Bridenbaugh

Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.orgSCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 

coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	
on Sanibel and Captiva and 

in the surrounding watershed through:



29 31

21

65

3 4

987

12

1110

16151413

212019

1817

242322

2726

25

28 30

Sunday Monday TueSday WedneSday ThurSday Friday SaTurday

Tank Talk - 10

Tank Talk - 10

Snowy 
Plovers - 1:30

Snowy 
Plovers - 1:30

Snowy 
Plovers - 1:30

Turtle Tracks 
- 10

Turtle Tracks 
- 10
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All programs are $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

SnoWy PloverS 
Have you ever wondered about the staked 
nests on the beach or the families of birds 
with tiny chicks running around?  Do you 
simply want to know which of the birds on 
the beach actually is a Snowy Plover?  Join 
us to learn about the biology of the Snowy 
Plover, the threats to their survival, and the 
ongoing SCCF research and conservation ef-
forts on Sanibel and around Florida.  Thurs-

days, July 2, 16 and 30 at 1:30 p.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.    

Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in tanks.  There is Indie 
the endangered indigo snake, Jewel the diamondback terrapin, Happy the Florida 
snapping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box turtles and critters 
in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to learn about these living ambassadors.  
Tuesdays, July 7 and 21 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.   

TurTle TrackS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea tur-
tle monitoring programs in the country.  
Learn about the life cycles and habits of the 
sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and 
what we are doing to protect them.  Thurs-
days, July 9 and 23 at 10 a.m.

The August-September Member Update will be in the mail mid-July.
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SCCF MeMber Update

aUgUSt-SepteMber 2015

Historically, the East End of Sanibel 
(Lighthouse Beach to Tarpon Bay Road) 
has been the lowest density nesting beach 
surveyed by SCCF’s Sea Turtle Program. An 
average of 38 nests per year have been laid 
on the East End between1996-2013.

2014 was a record year for the East End, 
with 110 nests laid on the five-mile stretch 
of beach. This year, in mid-June, the East 
End had already documented over 70 nests. 
Loggerheads (Caretta caretta) typically nest 
from May-August, so we anticipate many 
more to come! 

Mid-season nest counts also suggest 
that the West End and Captiva are on track 
for an above-average nesting season. 

We are also excited to report that green 
sea turtles (Chelonia mydas) have returned 
to nest on our beaches in 2015. You may 
remember that a record 23 green nests were 
laid on Sanibel and Captiva in 2013. Sea 
turtles nest at intervals of about every two 
years, so another pulse of green nests in 

Sea Turtle Nesting:  So Far, an Amazing Season!
By Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Coordinator

The second leatherback 
nest ever documented on 
Sanibel was found May 

29 on the west end. 

2015 coincides with their biennial nesting pattern. 
But it gets even better – early in the 2015 nesting season, a leath-

erback (Dermochelys coriacea) nest was laid on Sanibel! Leatherbacks do 
not commonly nest on the west coast of Florida. The largest nesting 
population for Atlantic loggerheads is French Guiana, and there are also 
nesting colonies in the Caribbean and the east coast of Florida. The only 
other leatherback nest documented on Sanibel was laid in 2009.

Leatherbacks are the largest species of sea turtle, weighing up to 2,000 pounds. They can dive deeper than any 
other sea turtle (up to 3,900 feet) and they migrate extreme distances. We are thrilled to have the opportunity to pro-
tect a nest laid by this remarkable species!

Throughout the nesting season, volunteers and staff have been screening nests to protect the eggs from predation 
by coyotes. As we enter the hatching season, the City of Sanibel and SCCF will partner to promote the “lights out” 
message in an effort to reduce hatchling disorientation. A grant award from the Sea Turtle Conservancy, funded by the 
specialty sea turtle license plate, has provided support for educational materials to remind beachgoers and beachfront 
property owners that  was not quite available at press time.  Stay tuned for the final nesting and hatching statistics!   
You can find the current nesting stats at seaturtle.org, accessible from the sea turtle pages at www.scc.org.

Track width 
about 58”
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Florida 2015 Legislative Session
by Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director

This year in Florida’s 60-day legislative session, 1,700 
bills were filed, 227 were passed by the legislature, and seven 
were vetoed by the Governor before the session ended un-
expectedly three days early — without the one bill they are 
equired to pass, a budget.  The early adjournment caught 
everyone offguard when Florida House Speaker Crisafulli 
abruptly closed the House session.  That required a special 
session in June to pass a state budget to prevent a govern-
ment shutdown.  They just finished the session as of this 
writing and passed a $78.2 billion budget.

One consequence of the early shutdown of the House 
is that numerous bills failed as they were awaiting action 
in the Senate.  Most notably — of the bills we were track-
ing — were the oil fracking and water bills that we op-
posed.  Debate was just beginning with Naples Senator 
Richter taking the floor to describe his fracking bill when 
the news arrived that the House had adjourned.  We are 
pleased that the set of fracking regulation and public re-
cords exemption bills we first tried to improve and then 
opposed, failed this session but know they will be back 
again next year.  Another set of bills that failed due to 
the early adjournment were the fast-tracked and broad-
scope water bills that removed needed protections for 
water quality for Lake Okeechobee that we also worked 
to improve but then had to oppose when the Senate un-
dermined their bill to conform, and adopted the House 
bill language. 

What did pass was a dramatically improved growth 
management bill and funding requests by Lee County 
for restoration projects in the Caloosahatchee watershed.  
County projects include hydrologic restoration and wa-
ter quality projects in Yellow Fever Creek, FPL Powerline, 
Conservation 2020 Prairie Pines Preserve, Conservation 
2020  Caloosahatchee Creeks Preserve, Telegraph Creek, 
Fichters Creek, and Conservation 2020 Babcock’s Bob 
Janes Preserve.  Project descriptions are on our website 
under Policy/Florida 2015 Legislative Session.

EAA Reservoir:  The Fight Continues
Following the decision of the South Florida Water 

Management District Governing Board to forego the 
U.S. Sugar Corporation option to purchase land, no 
funding or action by the legislature was accomplished 
on the EAA (Everglades Agricultural Area, south of Lake 
Okeechobee) Reservoir project despite tremendous pub-

lic pressure.  We do appreciate that Senator Negron stood 
up in support — against the leadership in both houses — 
to try to move forward bonding of Amendment 1 funds 
for the purchase.  While this means the state option on 
the U.S. Sugar Corporation land will not be acted on by 
the October deadline, we continue to push for options 
to acquire land in the EAA for the only project that can 
significantly reduce catastrophic high flow discharges to 
the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie coastal estuaries while 
also providing additional agricultural water supply and 
needed freshwater for the Everglades and Florida Bay.  

Amendment 1 Representative Democracy?  Think Again 
and Remember

The real story about this session was the legislature’s 
action on Amendment 1 funding — the constitutional 
amendment that garnered 75% of statewide votes.  De-
spite very clear and consistent communication to the 
legislature before and throughout the session, they very 
deliberately spurned the will of 4.2 million voters when 
they chose to not honor voters’ express intent to allo-
cate Amendment 1 funds primarily for land acquisition 
through the Florida Forever program.  

The Amendment 1 language we voted on stated:  
b) Funds in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall be ex-

pended only for the following purposes: 
1. As provided by law, to finance or refinance: the ac-

quisition and improvement of land, water areas, and 
related property interests, including conservation 
easements, and resources for conservation lands in-
cluding wetlands, forests, and fish and wildlife habi-
tat; wildlife management areas; lands that protect 
water resources and drinking water sources, includ-
ing lands protecting the water quality and quantity 
of rivers, lakes, streams, springsheds, and lands pro-
viding recharge for groundwater and aquifer sys-
tems; lands in the Everglades Agricultural Area and 
the Everglades Protection Area, as defined in Article 
II, Section 7(b); beaches and shores; outdoor recre-
ation lands, including recreational trails, parks, and 
urban open space; rural landscapes; working farms 
and ranches; historic or geologic sites; together with 
management, restoration of natural systems, and 
the enhancement of public access or recreational 
enjoyment of conservation lands. 
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2.To pay the debt service on bonds issued pur-
suant to Article VII, Section 11(e).

c) The moneys deposited into the Land Acquisi-
tion Trust Fund, as defined by the statutes in ef-
fect on January 1, 2012, shall not be or become 
commingled with the General Revenue Fund 
of the state.

What the legislature did is shown in the table 
(right) which reflects funding before the Gover-
nor’s veto.  They designated a mere 2% of Amend-
ment 1 funds for Florida’s land buying program,  
while allocating 31% for existing agency operating 
expenses.  In fact, funding for conservation and 
the environment in this year’s budget, after the 
passage of Amendment 1, is less than the 2014 
budget spent on conservation and environment, 
before Amendment 1 was passed!

What makes these actions by the Republican-

DEP Technology and Information Services:  in 2014, we 
spent $6M, none of which came out of the LATF; 
this year’s budget spends $6.5M -- 100% from LATF/
Amendment 1

FWCC Habitat and Species Conservation-Lake Restora-
tion: in 2014, $7,334,291 was funded from the State 
Game Trust Fund; this year’s budget spends that exact 
same amount ($7,334,291) but from LATF/Amend-
ment 1 

FWCC Freshwater Fisheries-Lake Restoration: in 2014, 
$695,000 was spent from the State Game Trust Fund; 
this year’s budget spends that exact same amount 
($695,000) but from LATF/Amendment 1

DEP, State Parks Operations: in 2014, $12.7M, was fund-
ed, none of which came out of LATF; this year’s budget 
spends $13.1M -- 100% from LATF/Amendment 1
   

Expenses:
DACS Agricultural Water Policy Coordination: in 2014 

we spent $428,967, none from LATF; this year’s budget 
spends about the same, $449,091 -- 100% from LATF/
Amendment 1

DEP Beach Management: in 2014 we spent $398,611, non 
from LATF; this year’s budget spends about the same, 
$396,034 -- 100% from LATF/Amendment 1

Salaries and benefits:
DACS Forest Service: in 2014, we spent $60.5 million, 

none from LATF; this year’s budget spends $63.3 mil-
lion, largely (64% or $40.5M) from LATF/Amendment 
-- only two new positions have been added

DEP State Park Operations: in 2015, we spent $48 mil-
lion, none from LATF; this year’s budget spends $47.4 
million, largely (59% or $19M) from LATF/Amend-
ment 1 -- 19 positions have been cut.

Beach Management: in 2014 spent $3.5 million, none from 
LATF; this year’s budget spends $3.4 million -- 100% 
from LATF/Amendment 1

DACS Agricultural Water Policy Coordination: in 2014, 
we spent $2.8 million, none from LATF; this year’s bud-
get spends $3.1 million -- almost all (92%) from LATF/
Amendment 1

DOS Historical Resources/Preservation and Exhibition: in 
2014, we spent $2.8 million, none from LATF/Amend-
ment 1; this year’s budget spends $2.9 million -- almost 
all (88%) from LATF/Amendment 1

LATF = Land Acquisition Trust Fund

www.FloridaWaterLandLegacy.org

So where did they spend the majority of Amendment 1 funding?   
On state agency operating expenses — personnel, salaries, expenses and insurance; funding that has always come 

from general revenue or other sources.  This year they deliberately chose to fund those expenses from Amendment 1 
monies.  Some details on how the agency funding was shifted from previous years:

See Policy on Page 6 Please note that the numbers in the table above are before the 
Governor’s line-item veto.
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These days there is much concern about pollinators... 
honey bees that pollinate many of our food crops are hav-
ing a hard time.  Monarch butterfly populations are in 
decline and protection for pollinators has been declared 
at a national level.  The only good news about any of this 
is that people want to learn more about them.  So here are 
a couple of island tales of pollination.

Each May thru’ June when island mangroves and sea-
grapes bloom, the Curtis family trucks their honeybee 
hives to SCCF Preserves to pollinate and make honey 
from these native plants. When the bloom ends, the hives 
are trucked to the next bloom, maybe saw palmetto, or 
back home to Labelle.  The ancient art of bee keeping 
is all about flowers.  This family has kept bees on island 
for three generations.  Grandpa Curtis kept bees with the 
Bailey family at the homestead.  The Native Plant Nurs-
ery’s new office* will be in the old honey house.  We are 
provided not only with great local designer honey (you 
have to have your honey state-tested to call it mangrove 
honey) but having the hives on-island helps tame the Af-
ricanized bees that are here because the gentle genetics of 
the European honeybees are passed on to the more aggres-
sive Africanized relatives through mating.  

The native butterfly orchids in the Buckthorn Grove 
on the Nature Center trails begin blooming in May.  En-
cyclia tampensis releases its lovely scent from aromatic oils 
around mid-morning to attract pollinators:  if you have a 
good nose you can smell this happen.  Literature searches 
indicate that small native bees pollinate this orchid; hon-
eybees do not.  From the bench in the Buckthorn Grove, 
two bees and one butterfly, the Great Southern White, 
were observed on the orchid blooms.  One bee was a shiny 
black native small carpenter bee and the other a beauti-
ful non-native from Central America, the metallic green 

orchid bee, that arrived in south Florida around 2003-4.  
The males of this bee collect fragrant aromatic oils from 
plants and mix their own perfume to attract females to 
mate with them; they store and mix the oils in pouches 
on their hind legs! 
* The Native Plant Nursery is working on the installation of 

a wildflower and pollinator garden at the Bailey Home-
stead Preserve.  The Native Plant Nursery will be relocat-
ing to the Bailey Homestead in this fall.

Pollinator Tales
By Dee Serage-Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

Butterfly orchid in the Nature Center Buckthorn Grove

If all mankind were to disappear, the world would re-
generate back to the rich state of equilibrium that existed 
ten thousand years ago.  If insects were to vanish, the 
environment would collapse into chaos.

E.O. Wilson

Ceratina sp., the small carpenter bee.

Male orchid bee
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Bay scallops (Argopecten irradians) have been 
elusive in Tarpon Bay and the waters around Sani-
bel and Captiva for years.  In their 2015 annual 
report surveys the Florida Wildlife Conservation 
Commission classified bay scallops in Pine Island 
Sound as “vulnerable and sparse.”  Since 2009, the 
SCCF Marine Lab has participated in efforts to re-
store bay scallops to the area by placing cages filled 
with hundreds of scallops in Tarpon Bay. The idea 
is to keep the scallops in close proximity to each 
other to increase the chance of successful spawning.  
To monitor the spawning success of the scallops, 
spat collectors—citrus bags hanging vertically in 
the water column to catch recently spawned scal-
lops—are placed strategically around the cages in 
the hopes of finding evidence of spawning.   

On June 16, 2015 the spat collectors were gath-
ered and meticulously examined for scallop spat.  
Six scallops were discovered within the 12 bags, the 
greatest number of newly spawned scallops ever de-
tected by SCCF in Tarpon Bay over such a short pe-
riod of time. This discovery has prompted Marine 
Lab staff to begin conducting surveys of adult bay 
scallops both inside and outside of Tarpon Bay and 
to consider utilizing more cages in more locations 
in the hopes that successful spawning events will 
return the bay scallop from “vulnerable and sparse” 
status to “stable” in the future.  

Before the local scallop population collapsed 
in the 1960s, there were enough bay scallops to 
support commercial scallop fishing in Pine Island 
Sound.  It is generally believed by scientists that the 

collapse of the fishery resulted from construction of the 
Sanibel Causeway Islands that disrupted the timing and 
volume of freshwater flows  into the lower estuary sea-
grass areas.  Changes in water flow to the estuary also oc-
curred with the construction of the westernmost lock and 
dam along the Caloosahatchee between 1962- 1965.  The 
WP Franklin Lock & Dam, aka Structure 79, in east Lee 
County truncated the upper estuary by many miles and 
created a pool of freshwater behind it thus changing the 
volume, timing and quality of freshwater  into the estu-
ary.  Scallop populations collapsed elsewhere in Florida at 
about the same time.

Above:  One of the cages in 
Tarpon Bay with adult scal-
lops.  Left:  One of the citrus 
bags deployed in Tarpon Bay 
as a spat collector; and Be-
low far left:  The six juvenile 
scallops collected from the 
spat collectors in Tarpon Bay 
on June 16, 2015.

Marine Laboratory:  Bay Scallops Returning to Tarpon Bay
By Sarah Bridenbaugh, Marine Lab Research Assistant
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In December 2014, the SCCF Marine Lab was 
awarded $500,000 from the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection to be used for the restoration 
of oysters and seagrasses to the Caloosahatchee River 
and surrounding estuarine waters.  As we move into the 
summer, the Marine Lab is engaged with mapping and 
planting three species of grasses, Tape Grass (Vallisneria 
americana), Widgeon Grass (Ruppia maritima), and Shoal 
Grass (Halodule wrightii), into the Caloosahatchee River.  
These three species which used to inhabit the river in large 
meadows served as a habitat for fish, crabs, shrimp, and 
other sea life and were a vital food source for manatees 
and turtles.  However, since the degradation of the water 
quality in the river due to high-volume discharges from 
Lake Okeechobee and the Caloosahatchee watershed, 
many of the meadows have been lost.  

Currently, the Marine Lab’s efforts are being concen-
trated on mapping and planting Vallisneria and Ruppia in 
locations along the river where grass is growing and show-
ing signs of resilience against herbivory in order to sup-

plement existing vegetation.  Sods are transported from 
the Marine Lab to the sites where they are transplanted 
into the river and allowed to expand.  The first sods were 
planted May 14, 2015 and all that survived were already 
exhibiting expansion by June 9.  

  More sods are continuing to be planted in the river 
in the hopes that with continually improving water qual-
ity and reduced herbivory, the meadows that flourished in 
the Caloosahatchee River will return to their former state 
and once again form a healthy habitat for many of our 
freshwater and estuarine species.  

By Sarah Bridenbaugh, Marine Lab Research Assistant

Halodule, high density
Ruppia, high density
Ruppia, medium density
Ruppia, low density
Ruppia, none
Vallisneria, high density
Vallisneria, medium density
Vallisneria, low density
Vallisneria, none
FDEP Task 4
FDEP Task 4

Seagrass photo above is of the 
Vallisneria expansion after just four 
weeks.   You can see the new shoots 
that are slightly separated from the 
main dense portion in the picture. 

Image left:  Seagrass plots by the 
U.S. 41 Bridge going into North Fort 
Myers.  

controlled House and Senate so puzzling is that Florida For-
ever is the legacy of two former Republican governors, Bob 
Martinez and Jeb Bush.  Over 19 years of Republican leader-
ship in the legislature supported funding these programs at 
a minimum of $300 million a year.  And it’s been a great 
investment for Florida.  Florida Forever is one of the most 
popular and successful programs of any kind, and because of 
it, our state has been looked upon by other states as a leader 
in conservation funding.  

So what were the Legislature’s arguments? 
“Florida owns too much land” is a favorite line of 

Senator Hays.  We have no idea how he made that calcu-
lation and we contend that land acquisition is a good in-
vestment for balancing our resources with our population 
impacts on those resources.  The simple fact is that land 
serves a number of critical services, none more important 
to us than water.  Water supply and water quality are  the 
by-product of conservation lands.  It’s a simple equation. 

Policy -- Continued from Page 3

See Policy on Page 8

Marine Laboratory:  Seagrass Restoration
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I was born and raised in South Florida, so protect-
ing the natural environment there and around Florida is 
something very dear to me. 

I recently graduated from the University of Vermont 
with a degree in Environmental Science and a concentra-
tion in Ecological Design. In Vermont I interned with 
the Vermont Community Garden Network where I was 
in charge of designing and building compost systems for 
local gardens. I'm interested in doing work that helps to 
restore native landscapes, habitats and populations.

The work that the Native Plant Nursery and SCCF 
does seemed to align perfectly with those goals so I'm re-
ally excited to be working here.

I’ve lived in the Toledo area of Ohio my whole life but 
have been coming to Sanibel Island with my family since 
I was born. My love of the outdoors started young, thanks 
to wonderful parents who taught me to make the world a 
better place (plus millions of camping trips). I graduated 
in 2014 from Miami University in Ohio with a degree in 
Botany and Environmental Science. I’ve always loved all 
living things but after study-abroad trips to the Bahamas, 
Keys and Costa Rica, my heart fell for the tropics.  I soon 
learned that plants were the key to enriching biodiversity 
and I have been working with them ever since, learning 
something new each day.  Thanks to everyone who made 
this internship possible for me.

Alexis Meyer Horn has joined SCCF as the Public Outreach Coordinator. Alex 
hails from the Sierra Club where she created the Florida Panther Habitat Cam-
paign. Her knowledge of the issues SCCF addresses is matched by the communica-
tions skills she brings to this position. Her previous career path includes serving as 
an Adjunct Biology Professor at the University of Tampa. As an Endangered Spe-
cies Biologist at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, she was 
recognized as NOAA’s Employee of the Year for proactive program management. 
Alex also did fieldwork in Australia while pursuing her Master’s at the University 
of new South Wales.

This newly created position was identified as a top priority during the most 
recent 5-Year Strategic Planning Retreat. It will give us a “deeper bench” for com-
munications. Alex’s focus will include enhancing the SCCF presence on social 
media platforms, updating our website and online visibility, and assisting SCCF’s 
program areas in their public outreach activities. Creation of this new role will 
also allow Communications Coordinator Karen Nelson to increase her support of 
SCCF’s development function.

We are very grateful to the generous local family that provided initial under-
writing support for this new position. They did so because “they love the work that SCCF does for our islands.”

Alex Horn

Shannan Webb Liz Beans

SCCF Welcomes Alex Horn...

... and Nursery interns Shannan Webb and Liz Beans
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Since Florida is not capping population growth — in 
January, Florida surpassed NY as the third most populous 
state in the union — we must protect land to provide and 
protect our water resources... as well as the biodiversity 
and wildlife resources that make Florida unique and gen-
erate the lion’s share of our state’s income.  

“We aren’t managing the land we have” — The 
state has a land management backlog and needs to devote 
additional funding to properly managing and stewarding 
the land we already own.   That is clearly envisioned in the 
Amendment 1 funding; it’s up to the legislature to fund it 
and require the agencies to prioritize it.  

“The state has no plan/the state pays too much” — 
Florida is been recognized nationally for its science-based, 
objective system for identifying the best land to buy.  The 
process involves an extremely careful review of every par-
cel proposed for acquisition.

Lands are evaluated against metrics set forth by law 
under Florida Forever, including conservation value, rec-
reational value, the potential to leverage matching funds, 
the threat of development and a host of other criteria 
found in the statute.

The review is carried out by staff at DEP (Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection) and then sent to a 
citizens advisory committee called the Acquisition and 
Restoration Council (ARC).  ARC conducts public work-
shops throughout the state to gather the public input on 
proposed projects.  Following public hearings, the ARC  
puts together and votes on a priority list and develops a 
five-year work plan that is submitted to the governor and 
cabinet for their review and approval at a cabinet meeting.

Florida’s land acquisition procedures have more safe-
guards in place than almost any other state.  Once a property 
is selected for acquisition, DEP prepares a boundary survey, 
begins an environmental audit, and hires private appraisers 
to conduct two fair-market-value appraisals of the land.  The 
appraisals are confidential to the state and not shared with 
the landowner.  The state then begins negotiations based on 
these appraisals.  If a deal is reached, then the agreement is 
sent to the Governor and cabinet for their consideration.  
The state never pays more than the fair value for the land 
and often pays less.  This process typically takes two years.

The Florida Forever program has served our state’s popula-
tion, economy and natural resources well for over two decades.

Legal Recourse
So many of you have asked:  if the legislature disrespects 

our votes, can we sue?  The answer is YES.  Following pas-
sage of the state budget by the legislature, Earthjustice filed 
a lawsuit against House Speaker Steve Crisafulli, Senate 
President Andy Gardiner and the entire Florida Legisla-
ture on behalf of the Florida Wildlife Federation, the St. 
Johns Riverkeeper and the Environmental Confederation 
of Southwest Florida.  The lawsuit seeks a declaratory judg-
ment finding that the Legislature violated the Florida Con-
stitution by misappropriating Amendment 1 funds.  We 
will keep you posted as the case proceeds.  

Next Steps
We need to thank those Senators who stood up and tried 

to do the will of the people. Please thank Senator Joe Ne-
gron of Stuart (negron.joe.web@flsenate.gov) for his leadership 
and efforts this session. He is the only Senator to promote 
$500 million for land acquisition and was the lone NO vote 
on the terrible water bill that impacts water quality for Lake 
Okeechobee and our estuaries that receive the major dis-
charges of polluted water from the lake.   

We also want to thank the following Senators for their 
dedication and leadership on Amendment 1 funding: 

Sen. Rob Bradley:  bradley.rob.web@flsenate.gov
Sen. Thad Altman:  altman.thad.web@flsenate.gov
Sen. Darren Soto:  soto.darren.web@flsenate.gov
Sen. Arthenia Joyner:  joyner.arthenia.web@flsenate.gov
Sen. Wilton Simpson:  simpson.wilton.web@flsenate.gov

We also need to remember the actions of these elected 
officials in the next election cycle.  Those who served the 
public’s interest will need support and good press and we 
must rise up and speak out against those who disrespected 
taxpayers’ intent: after all it’s our money they are spending.

A big thank you to all of you who participated in the 
democratic process the past few months making calls, send-
ing emails and attending rallies to communicate with our 
elected officials on legislative issues. Over 6,000 comments 
were submitted to the Senate website on spending Amend-
ment 1 funds, in addition to subsequent calls, letters and 
meetings.  Our input made a difference on many bills and 
although the battle is just beginning over Amendment 1 
appropriations, imagine if we had not spoken up, if we 
were not watching, if we hadn’t called out their actions.  
Democracy only works if we all stay engaged.

Policy -- Continued from Page 6

SCCF Staff Presentations to Local Groups — On August 31, Marine Lab Director  Eric Milbrandt, 
Ph.D., will be participating in the Ecosystem Valuation Workshop hosted by NOAA (National Oceanic & Atmo-
spheric Administration) and Florida Seagrant.
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Walking Trails on the Preserves
Aside from the 4 miles of trails at the Nature Center, there are walking trails on several SCCF preserves:  

• Shipley Trail at the Bailey Homestead Preserve
• Periwinkle Preserve **                • Bob Wigley Preserve **                 • Sanibel Gardens Preserve

(** Accessible only by bicycle or foot; there is no vehicle parking)

Jan. 30-31 24th Annual Tennis Tournament on  
Saturday and Sunday at The Dunes 

Feb.15 President's Day Open House on Monday 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

March 12 Beer in the Bushes on Saturday, 6-10 p.m. 

March 22 Volunteer Appreciation Party on Tuesday 
5:30-7:30 p.m. (by invitation only) 

April 22 Earth Day Conservation Conversation on 
Friday, 2 p.m. 

Save the Dates:  SCCF Events for the 2015-16 Season 

Sanibel School student Collin Zastro completed the community service hours required for his social studies class 
by helping to make some of SCCF’s preserves ship-shape.  He repaired the sign at the Periwinkle Preserve, and he also 
devised a home-made “trash grabber” to pick up trash at Whisperwood and other preserves.  Thank you, Collin!

Unless otherwise noted, all events take place at the SCCF Nature Center. Call 472-2329 or visit www.sccf.org to learn 
more.  This is a partial list of events, more to come!

Sept. 19 Coastal Clean-Up on Saturday 9-noon 
Nov. 14 Wines In The Wild on Saturday 6-8 p.m.  

Dec. 15 Annual Membership Meeting on Tuesday, 
4:30 p.m. with Cocktail Party to follow 

2015

2016
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SCCF August-September 2015 Program Schedule
Hurricanes!

Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted the 
coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, rushed 
through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of Pine Island 
on Friday, 8/13/2004.  Following the warm water of Char-
lotte Harbor, it made landfall again over Punta Gorda.  Wild-
life, vegetation and human existence on these islands have al-
ways been shaped by tropical storms.  Each season, hundreds 
of supercomputers spew out spaghetti models, which have 
saved countless lives, but according to local emergency man-
agers, the projected cone can be wrong about 40% of the 
time.   Thursdays, August 13 and September 10 at 10 a.m.  $5 
for non-members; members and children 17 and under are free.
  

Tank Talks

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, August 4 
and 18, September 1, 15 and 29 at 10 a.m. in the Nature 
Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free.
  

Tides, currenTs & Florida sHelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This 
is an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, 
the moon orbits and the winds blow. Thursdays, August 
27 and September 24 at 10 a.m. Members and children 17 
and under are free. Cost is $5 per adult, with members and 
children free.

TurTle Tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, August 6 and 20, and 
September 3 and 17 at 10 a.m.  Meet at the Nature Center.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

Coastal Cleanup Sept. 19   
On Saturday, September 19, SCCF invites you to par-
ticipate in an international volunteer effort to rid our 
coastlines and waterways of marine litter, pollution, 
and debris.  On that day volunteers worldwide remove 
millions of pounds of coastal trash that can hurt local 
economies, injure and kill marine wildlife, and choke 
the ocean environment.   SCCF’S partner in the Ocean 
Conservancy’s 29th Annual Coastal Cleanup is Keep 
Lee County Beautiful .   
Participation is easy so bring your friends and family 
to the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation at 
3333 San-Cap Road between 9-12 a.m. on Saturday, 
September 19 to check in and pick up your Coastal 
Cleanup Data cards and trash bags.   Please bring your 
own water to reduce the use of plastic water bottles.  
Please bring your own work gloves to reduce the use of 
the plastic gloves that will be available.    
Lunch and snacks on the SCCF Nature Center porch 
will be available from 10 a.m. til 12 noon as well as a 
dumpster to deposit your trash.  Be sure to fill out your 
data card and turn it in at SCCF.   
If you have questions, want to reserve your favorite “clean 
up” spot, or get your data cards ahead of time please call 
SCCF between September 14-18 at 472-2329 and ask 
for Dee.   See you at the Coastal Cleanup.

No Child Left On Shore (NCLOS) is a cooperative 
endeavor of SCCF and Captiva Cruises.  Cuts in public 
funding for school field trips have drastically reduced the 
number of students that can experience for themselves 
the importance of our coastal habitats.  NCLOS strives to 
bring these kids water-borne educational field trips.

No Child Left On Shore

Richard Finkel with Collier County Girl Scout 
Troop #368; they used their cookie profits to 
get out on the water with Captiva Cruises.  
They are now raising funds to invite foster kids 
and Boys/Girls Clubs kids for an NCLOS trip.

Left:  Environmental Educator 
Richard Finkel with Ebeneezer 
Christian Academy explorers 
on Cayo Costa with NCLOS 
(Photos courtesy Shannen 
Hayes/Santiva Chronicle)

If you would like to sponsor an NCLOS trip, please call SCCF (472-2329) or Captiva Cruises (472-5300)
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August-September 2015 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:

WinTer Hours (ocTober To may):

Mon. - Fri. — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Sat. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dec. to Apr. only)
summer Hours (June To sepTember): 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. (closed Tues.)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984
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$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.
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Wildlife Habitat Management:  Air Potato Beetle
By Chris Lechowicz, Wildlife Habitat Management Director

Air potato (Dioscorea bulbifera), 
a Category I invasive exotic plant in 
Florida, is a noxious vine that can 
quickly overtake forested lands with-
out early responses with herbicide 
treatment and the removal of the 
bulbils (potatoes). This is an ongoing 
problem on Sanibel for both conser-
vation land owners and residents. Its 
persistence for survival, even after the 
vines are cut and sprayed, caused ex-
otic species biologists to look in the 
plants’ native range for insects to help 
battle this plant in Florida.

The USDA-ARS Invasive Plant 
Laboratory found a likely candidate, a 
beetle (Lilioceris cheni), from Asia and 
brought some back to the U.S., where 
they kept it in quarantine and experi-
mented with it for two years to make 
sure it they would not be a threat to 

any of our native plants. They were re-
leased on Sanibel in 2013 and again in 
2014 and 2015.  Up until this sum-
mer, we had not noticed significant 
damage at the release sites.  

In June 2015, SCCF field techni-
cian, Victor Young, started to notice 
damage at various properties on the 
island, even sites where they were not 
released. This leads us to believe that 
they are successfully breeding and 
dispersing on the island. This is good 
news considering the low numbers of 
beetles that were released overall, at 
just a few locations on the island. 

However, although damage has 
been seen at multiple sites and adult 
beetles are being found as well, it 
will likely take several years for us to 
notice a reduction in reproductive 
success of this plant.  USDA told us 

from the beginning that it will take 
some time for the beetles to establish 
and begin to interrupt the reproduc-
tive scale of the plant. If you notice 
damage to the leaves of air potato 
plants in your neighborhood and/or 
notice the red air potato beetles on 
air potato plants on Sanibel, please 
contact the Wildlife Habitat Man-
agement Office 239-472-3984.

An air potato beetle chomping 
on an air potato leaf.

Left:  Visible damage from the air potato beetle on the Vinca Way Preserve (SCCF); Center:  Pair of breeding air potato beetles 
found within minutes of entering the Vinca Way Preserve; Right:  All new growth on this air potato plant has been eviscerated 
by the air potato beetle on Sanibel.

Check out our 2015-16 Gift Catalog, included with this month’s Member Update.  You can also find it 
on our website, www.sccf.org.  Look for the “Gift Ideas” green box on the right side of the home page.

SCCF MeMber Update

OCtOber 2015
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The Marine Lab is spearheading 
a multi-year project to accurately esti-
mate the amount of the algae-feeding 
nutrients, nitrogen and phosphorus, 
that are emitted from Sanibel each year.  
Now in its third year, the work is focus-
ing on each of the main pathways nu-
trients are transported from Sanibel ter-
restrial surfaces to nearby waterbodies. 

Initially we looked at existing 
Sanibel water quality data to deter-
mine concentrations of these nutri-
ents currently in surface waters, such 
as the Sanibel Slough, and identified 
nutrient “hotspots.” Using GIS-
based methods we then determined 
the amount of rainfall which runs off 
(stormwater) of each land use type 
on Sanibel. Sampling each land use 
type during rain events allowed us to 
determine nutrient concentrations 
in the stormwater runoff.  Combin-
ing the information we gained from 
playing in the rain with that obtained 
from battling the computer, we ob-
tained total amounts of nitrogen and 
phosphorus emitted from Sanibel in 
stormwater and estimated amounts 
discharged from the Sanibel Slough, 
the main stormwater conduit. 

After we found what we had in 
Sanibel’s waterbodies and how much 
nitrogen and phosphorus were in the 
stormwater runoff, we determined 
where data gaps existed and decided 
two additional pieces of the Sanibel 

nutrient loading puzzle were missing. 
Flow monitoring was needed for dis-
charges to the estuary from the Sanibel 
Slough and other Sanibel waterbodies 
to determine the actual mass of nutri-
ents leaving the island through that 
route. Additionally, an estimate of the 
amount of nutrients in groundwater 
leaving Sanibel was needed. 

To tackle the first need, marine lab 
techies have designed and are install-
ing flow monitoring systems at the 
two Sanibel Slough discharge weirs 
and at The Dunes stormwater system 
weir. Though these systems do not yet 
have dedicated drone interconnectiv-
ity (just kidding, no drones!), they are 
hooked up to all kinds of cool e-stuff 
and provide real time information via 
websites (similar to our RECON sys-
tem) on flows and levels. 

To address the second require-
ment, 52 groundwater monitoring 
wells were hand augered and installed 
into the surficial aquifer around the 
perimeter of Sanibel. These wells 
were installed because we can’t just 
reach down and take a sample of 
groundwater as we can surface water. 
We also can’t stick a flow meter down 
into the groundwater to figure out 
how much is moving around. The 
wells provide access to the surficial 
aquifer. A small tubing pump is used 
to pump water samples up through 
the 1.25 inch diameter well from the 

groundwater below.  These samples 
are then analyzed for nutrients and 
other interesting components. To get 
an idea how much water flows off 
the island and into the gulf, sound or 
Sanibel Slough through this surficial 
aquifer, we can look at the difference 
in water levels between pairs of wells. 

Putting this information together 
with previous study findings regarding 
the soil underneath Sanibel, we can 
estimate the amount of water flowing 
through the ground. And if initial data 
holds true, the volume of groundwater 
discharged from Sanibel may easily be 
greater than the volume which runs off 
during rain events.  Plus initial nutri-
ent concentration results for ground-
water show there is plenty down there. 
Put these two tentative findings to-
gether and groundwater seems to be 
a significant source of nutrient dis-
charges from Sanibel. More accurate 
findings to come early in 2016.

Marine Laboratory:  Evaluating the Groundwater on Sanibel
By Mark Thompson, Marine Lab Research Associate

Mark Thompson collecting a 
water sample and measuring the 
water level in a well.

Special Education Programs In November
“A Land Remembered” Retold

A Land Remembered by Patrick Smith is without a 
doubt the classic story of Florida from the mid-19th cen-
tury to the dawn of the 21st century.  On November 12, 
Patrick Smith’s son, Rick Smith, a master storyteller in his 
own right, will be at SCCF with an enjoyable multimedia 
presentation about his father’s classic novel.

A Land Remembered follows three generations of a 
Florida family, from central Florida pioneers in 1858 to 

land barons in the mid-1900s.  In between are descrip-
tions of old Florida, free-ranging cattle and an annual trek 
across the Caloosahatchee to Punta Rassa. The book, one 
of three classics written by Patrick Smith, has been adapt-
ed for school children studying Florida history.

Since books are such a great way to dive into history.  
SCCF, in conjunction with the Rauschenberg Foundation 

See Education Programs on Page 6
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Tickets $75 in advance
$85 at the door

Please call 472-2329 

Save the Date!

in the
Wild

WinesWines
in the

Wild
Saturday, November 14

6 - 8 p.m.
“In our good nature”

After recently reading a National Geographic article 
called “Bumblebees Taking a Nosedive in North Ameri-
ca,” it was good to bumble upon a colony of the American 
bumblebee, Bombus pensylvanicus, while walking an SCCF 
preserve. To make life even better, a favorite wildflower, 
Butterfly Pea, was blooming in great abundance among 
the gopher tortoise burrows on this high ridge section of 
the Johnson Tract. The SCCF Habitat management team 
conducted a controlled burn on the closely adjacent wet-
lands of this tract last year. As suggested by literature, fire 
may increase the abundance the beautiful Centrosema vir-

Pollinator Tales
By Dee Serage, Living with Wildlife Educator

Top:  Bumblebee in a Butterfly Pea 
blossom.  Photo by Lucas Century.  
Bottom:  Carpenter bee “stealing nectar.”  
Photo by Kathy Boyd.

ginianum.  I am sure the gopher tortoises enjoy munching on the blooms of 
this perennial native wildflower as they grow close to the ground.  

The ground nesting American bumblebees were working hard to gain the 
nectar rewards from the blue Butterfly Pea.  During nectar gathering, the flow-
er deposits pollen on the hairy back of the bee. The pollen is then flown to the 
next bloom the bee visits.  Now that is called pollination.  The bees also rake 
pollen off their backs and place it in the pollen sacks on their hind legs to feed 
their larvae.

Some flowers are built for specific pollinators — is Butterfly Pea one of 
them?  The flowers of this legume seem highly specialized for large bees.  Why 
it’s called Butterfly Pea is unclear… the structure of the bloom would seem to 
inhibit a butterfly from gaining access to the nectar.  Even the Carpenter bees 
avoided diving into this flower.  Instead they were slipping in the back door, 
accessing the nectar without pollinating the flower.  Entomologists call this 
“stealing nectar.”

These pollinating bumblebees were female workers gathering pollen and 
nectar to feed developing bees in their ground nest.  The queen stays in the nest and is the only female that lays eggs.  
She controls how many female workers and male drone eggs are laid and raised until her end is near and there is a 
chemical change in the nest. Then all the females begin laying eggs to make new queens for the next season.  Will 
island bumblebee nests die in winter as in the north, leaving only a new queen to overwinter and begin building a new 
nest in the spring? 

Will this beautiful wildflower continue blooming through October so you can join a “Wildflower and Pollinator” walk 
on Tuesday, October 20?   Keep your fingers crossed and call 472-2329 to sign up for the Bee Line Walk….ask for Dee. 
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Amendment 1 Challenge Update
The groups who filed suit against the Florida legislature 

for their failure to respect the will of the voters and misap-
propriation of Amendment 1 funds filed an injunction on 
August 27, 2015.  The injunction was filed to stop state 
officials from diverting the state’s conservation land-buying 
fund to pay for other state functions (for details see sccf.
org, “Current Issues” / Amendment 1 and Everglades Res-
toration.)

The injunction was filed by Earthjustice on behalf of 
the plaintiffs: Wildlife Federation and three other groups 
— Sierra Club, the St. Johns Riverkeeper, and the Envi-
ronmental Confederation of Southwest Florida

FWLL becomes Florida Conservation Voters
Speaking of Amendment 1, the group that successful-

ly organized and promoted the Amendment 1 campagin, 
the Florida Water & Land Legacy, has morphed into a new 
organization called Florida Conservation Voters.  The 
mission of this new, non partisan group is to elect con-
servation leaders to public office in Florida and to hold  
lawmakers accountable when they undermine sound 

environmental policies.  
Check out their web-
site at www.fcvoters.org. 
There is an important 

election in 2016; it’s up to us to hold elected officials ac-
countable and support candidates who will  represent our 
interests over their own career advancement.

Additional Sign of Voter Dissatisfaction
No Party Affiliation Campaign 

Speaking of the upcoming election, you may remem-
ber from high school science learning about Newton’s 
Third Law of physics: For every action, there is an equal 
and opposite reaction.  Voter dissastfaction with the Fl-
roida legislature’s performance this past session and grid 
lock in Congress has spurred a bipartisan group to launch 
a campaign pushing for a constitutional amendment to 
open Florida’s closed primary system to all voters. 

The Amendment named “All Voters Vote in Top 
Two Primary Elections for Congress, State Legislature, 
Governor, and Cabinet” was submitted to the State Di-
vision of Elections with the hope of getting enough signa-
tures to place it on the 2016 ballot.

Who’s behind it?  The bipartisan effort was crafted by 

Eugene Stearns, a Democrat and founder of the Stearns 
Weaver Miller law firm, and Republican Jim Smith, for-
mer Florida attorney general and secretary of state.

How would it work?  It would eliminate closed party 
primaries for Congress, the state legislature, governor and 
cabinet. All candidates would appear on the same primary 
ballot — regardless of party registration. 

All registered voters would vote in the primaries, regard-
less of party affiliation of the voter or candidate.  In Florida’s 
closed primary process, if there are no candidates from a par-
ty, voters of that party do not get to vote in the primary.  The 
candidate getting one vote more than 50 percent would win.  
If no one garners 50% of the votes, the two top vote getters 
appear in the November general election. 

Backers of the initiative commissioned a poll that 
found:
•	 In 2014, the monthly net registration figures show 

that an average of 55 percent of net voters (new regis-
trants minus those who were taken out of the system) 
were of neither major party.

•	 The number of no-party-affiliated voters in Florida 
has grown 380 percent since 1990 and is now at 27%. 
That is expected to rise to 29% by November 2016 
and 33% by 2022, during the next reapportionment 
cycle.

•	 The trend of voters rejecting both major parties will 
continue as older voters — who tended to register 
with a major party — die, and younger voters increas-
ingly reject both major parties.

•	 When the ballot language was read to registered vot-
ers, 65% of them supported it and, after hearing ques-
tions about the voting process, support rose to 70%

•	 Fourteen states currently allow all voters to vote in 
primaries. To pass, the amendment would require ap-
proval by 60% of Florida voters.  If approved it would 
take effect in the 2018 election.
No matter your politics there are some issues that are 

so fundamental to our health, 
economy, quality of life that 
they are widely agreed can’t 
— and shouldn’t — be se-
questered by a political party.  
Water is one of those issues, 
fundamental to all life, our 
quality of life and a central 
defining theme of Florida’s economy.

C43 Reservoir Construction Begins
Fifteen years after WRDA 2000 initiated a storage 

Natural Resource Policy News
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
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reservoir project concept in the southern Caloosahatchee 
watershed, the project has finally started construction.  
The 11,000 acre reservoir site is located on land pur-
chased from Berry Groves along SR80 in Hendry County.

The first phase of the Caloosahatchee River (C-43) 
West Basin Storage Reservoir project is coordinated be-
tween the South Florida Water Management District and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers under the Compre-
hensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP).  In order 

to expedite the project, the agencies have agreed to a cost 
sharing agreement that will provide the District cost cred-
it for the work while the federal cost share will be focused 
on another project authorized by WRRDA 2014. 

When completed the reservoir will hold approxi-
mately 170,000 acre-feet of water.  This will provide a 
portion of the much-needed dry season base flows that 
have been lost because of the alterations to the river and 

On Tuesday, September 1, a broad base of biparti-
san and politically diverse partners organized as Florid-
ians for Solar Choice, presented oral arguments before  
the Florida Supreme court to gain approval of the bal-
lot language to expand solar energy in Florida.  The 
ballot initiative expands the marketplace for solar by 
removing a governmen-created barrier to customers’ 
right to buy solar energy, allowing solar to compete 
in the free market against other forms of energy. The 
court’s review must find that the language is limited to 
a single subject, the wording is unambiguous and the 
ballot summary is limited to 75 words.  Court approv-
al is necessary to move the constitutional amendment 
forward to the November 2016 ballot.  

Florida is one of only four states in the nation that 
that doesn’t allow competition in energy choices by 
prohibiting citizens from buying electricity from com-
panies that will put solar panels on your home or busi-
ness.  The Amendment will help more homes and busi-
nesses choose to generate electricity from clean, stable 
and affordable solar power through the free market.  

The Floridians for Solar Choice initiative will not 
create any subsidies, incentives, mandates, or tax breaks 
for solar companies, solar customers, or anyone else.  
The initiative doesn’t require the State of Florida to 
spend any taxpayer dollars to prop up solar energy.

But opposition mounted and funded by Florida 
Power & Light (FPL) to protect its monopoly control 
of energy in the state is misrepresenting the initative 
with innuendo and unfounded fear.  FPL has gone so 
far as to draft and promote a competing amendment 
that they ironically named Consumers for Smart Solar.  
It isn’t.  Don’t be fooled.  Their amendment just pro-
tects their monopoly status and quashes additional free 
market participation. 

Get the facts about what Floridians for Solar 
Choice is and is not. Review a side by side comparison 

and check out the video of both solar initiatives, and 
watch a video series that sorts out fact from myth  that 
you can access on our website, sccf.org.  On  the home 
page, look for the Current Issues box on the right side 
and click on the Solar link.  You’ll find the side-by-side 
comparison of both solar initiatives, a video compar-
ing the two, and “fact & fiction” link, and an ongoing 
video series about the misinformation being issued.

Floridians for Solar Choice is spearheaded by the 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy and has been 
endorsed by  more than 50 organizations so far that 
include  Conservatives for Energy Freedom, Florida 
Retail Federation, Florida Solar Energy Industries 
Association, Florida Alliance for Renewable Energy, 
Christian Coalition, Southern Alliance for Clean En-
ergy, Republican Liberty Caucus of Tampa Bay, Re-
publican Liberty Caucus of Florida, and Libertarian 
Party of Florida.  

Over 100,000 petition signatures have been gathered 
so far. Join the effort to collect petitions from registered 
Florida voters.  We have a petition station in our Nature 
Center, and encourage volunteers to come forward to 
help collect signatures on petitions at local events and 
clubs.  This is also a great program for students looking 
for community credits so spread the word.

The initiative needs financial support to fight the 
misinformation campaign  by FPL and get the facts to 
voters.  We support and encourage donations to sup-
port this worthy effort through flsolarchoice.org.

Together we can create clean affordable energy, 
clean jobs and put the Sun back in the Sunshine State.  

Put Sun back in the Sunshine State

See Policy on Page 6
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SCCF has been experimenting with blending casual 
conversation about SCCF’s research, current events, great 
books to read, community art, and music through a grant 
from the Rauschenberg Foundation.

Many members have seen the “message fish” make 
an appearance here and there — the 4th of July Parade, 
Islands Night, the Conservation Forum and a Captiva 
Mullet March. The large wooden fish are painted by resi-
dents and visitors and bear messages about the quality 
of our water and Everglades restoration initiatives.  The 
fishes, along with a “bad water is bad for business” card, 
were hand-delivered to legislators in Tallahassee by Rae 
Ann Wessel and members of the League of Women Vot-
ers.  SCCF will have its “fish wish” tables set up at Bailey 
Fest for people to create more art to send to Tallahassee 
when the legislators start up again in January.

The contentious — and ultimately disappointing — 
spring Florida State Legislative session led to a press con-
ference at Jensen’s Twin Palms Marina with local business 
leaders talking about the impact of water quality issues on 
the islands. Thanks to Dave, Jimmy and John Jensen, the 
press conference was captured on film by Dreamtime and 
a four-minute video letter was delivered to Governor Scott 
(video posted on SCCF and Jensen’s Facebook pages).

SCCF staffers are participating in a two-day workshop 
in November with presenters from the Alan Alda Center 
for Communicating Science and the Rauschenberg Grant 

funded the trek to Sanibel for the two trainers.
Musician JRobert Houghtaling will contribute to the 

entertainment at Bailey Fest and in November, there will 
be two island concert events.  On Saturday, November 21 
at 6 p.m., Brent Moyer from Nashville, JRobert Houghtal-
ing from Marco and Austin Church from Cocoa Beach 
will be blending tunes at Jensen’s Twin Palm Marina.   On 
Sunday, November 22, the same trio will be making music 
starting at 1 p.m. at a location to be announced.

The Rauschenberg Foundation grant has also funded 
commissioned artwork by Xavier Cortada with four ani-
mals symbolic of the watershed:  large mouth bass, small-
tooth sawfish, Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle and bottlenose 
dolphin.  The large-mouth bass is a stand-in for fishing 
in clean waters, while dolphins are perenially loved.  The 
lesser known smalltooth sawfish and Kemp’s Ridley are 
the most endangered of all the species in the river and 
Pine Island Sound.  The art pieces will be reproduced on 
pledge cards people can take home, pledging simple ac-
tions we can all take to clean our water. 

SCCF is grateful to the Rauschenberg Foundation for 
funding this experimental blending of the art of commu-
nication, visual and performing arts, and the art of writing 
so people may better understand the nature of our area and 
start their own conversation with neighbors and friends 
about how everyone can do a little to make things better. 

— Kristie Anders, Education Director

Caloosahatchee CLEER: Create, Learn, Exchange, Entertain & Read

Education Programs -- Continued from Page 2
Caloosahatchee CLEER project, decided not only to list 
some “good reads,” but to bring some books alive.  

Author Patrick Smith has passed away, but his son 
Patrick “Rick” Smith, Jr. is a film maker and spent time 
interviewing and recording his father’s stories. Rick also 
inherited Patrick Smith’s talent for storytelling.  He and 
his wife reside in California, but on November 12, he will 
be bringing the 1850s and modern cattle ranching alive 
at SCCF’s Nature Center.

Seating is limited and advance reservations are required.  

The program is free, and will be offered twice on Thursday, 
November 12, at 1 p.m. and at 5 p.m.  Call 472-2329 and 
please specify your preference of 1 or 5 p.m. 

The program is first-come, first-served and Rick will 
have his father’s book for sale in case you do not already 
have a well-thumbed copy of your own.  This event is 
sponsored by SCCF, Captiva Island Historical Society, 
the Florida Humanities Council and  the State of Flori-
da’s Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the 
Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

watershed plus the increased groundwater demands that 
have dropped historic dry season flows.   

The first phase of the project is $10.8 million for:  
•	 Demoliton of existing agricultural features including bur-

ied pipes, culverts, irrigation pump stations and above-
ground facilities across the 10,000-acre reservoir site

•	 Construction of seven compacted, above-ground earth-

fill mounds reaching 56 feet high at select locations to 
help compact the ground to support future structures

•	 Moving approximately 1.8 million cubic yards of fill 
for the mounds, enough to fill 1 acre of land to a height 
of 1,100 feet, or 120 feet higher than the Eiffel Tower

•	 Preparation of the foundation for construction of the 
16-mile dam that will surround the reservoir.

Policy -- Continued from Page 5
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SCCF October 2015 Program Schedule

CalooSahaTChee oxboW & riverlore CruiSe

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reserva-
tions and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is lim-
ited, call 472-2329.  Cruise dates:  Friday, Nov. 27, 2015 
(day after Thanksgiving) and on Sundays in 2016: Jan. 24, 
Feb. 14 & 28, Mar. 13, Apr. 10 and May 8 (Mother’s Day)   

CoyoTe and bear TaleS

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented 
on the island; the black bear was relocated to northern 
Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors of these two 
new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every county 
in Florida.  Both human and bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from 
insects and fruits.  Wednesday, October 21 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

   
GaTor TaleS WiTh lindSey hord

Lindsey Hord has just retired as the head of the State of 
Florida Nuisance Alliga-
tor Program. He has many 
years of “whoppingly” 
good gator and crocodile 
tales to tell.  Lindsey re-
located both of Sanibel’s 
saltwater crocodiles…the 
one who died in the cold 
winter of 2009 and the 8.5 
foot female that needed a 
new home on the island 
that same summer.  No 
one knows better the chal-
lenges of Florida’s numer-
ous new residents learning 
to live with these dino-
saurs.  Don’t miss this “real 
deal” program presented 
by Florida’s real deal alliga-
tor expert.  Friday, Novem-
ber 6 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF Nature Center.  Cost of the pro-
gram is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

GaTor & CroCodile TaleS

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, October 28 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free.

   
oySTer reeF CoMMuniTieS:  naTure’S FilTerS

Dr. Ray Grizzle from the Jackson Estuarine Lab will talk 
about the water quality role played by oyster communities.  
Dr. Grizzle will be working with SCCF’s Marine Lab mea-
suring the success of three recent oyster restoration sites; 
he also worked on seafloor mapping for the Drift Algae 
Project.  Thursday, October 1 at 6 p.m. in the Nature Center 
auditorium; Reception at 5:45.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.    

Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesday, October 27 
at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.   

TurTle TraCkS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, October 1, 15 and 29 
at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to mem-
bers and children, $5 for non-members.     

WildFloWer & PollinaTor Walk

Join Dee for a walk on the Johnson Tract looking for But-
terfly Pea and bumble bees.  Meet at the Nature Center and 
carpool from there.  Reservations required. The Johnston 
Tract is not open to the public at other times.  Call Dee at 
472-2329 or email dserage@sccf.org.  See story on Page 3.  
Tuesday, October 20 at 8:30 a.m.  Cost is $5 with members 
and children free. 

“Wilma,” the croc, 
lived on Sanibel 
for years.  She was 
relocated early on 
by Lindsey Hord, 

but she returned and 
lived out her days here 
until her death in 2009.

Gator Tales with Lindsey Hord-Fri., Nov. 6 at 10 am
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:

WinTer hourS (oCTober To May):

Mon. - Fri. — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Sat. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dec. to Apr. only)
SuMMer hourS (June To SePTeMber): 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. (closed Tues.)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

Ran Niehoff
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Linda Uhler - President
Ron Gibson- Vice President
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Gwenda Hiett-Clements - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Erick Lindblad 
Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2015
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce
John Morse

Doug Ryckman
Richard Shipley
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR

Kristie Anders
Joel Caouette

Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.orgSCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 

coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	
on Sanibel and Captiva and 

in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF
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SCCF MeMber Update

NoveMber 2015

Watersnakes Are Not Water Moccasins
By Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist & Director, Wildlife Habitat Management

This time of year usually means 
high water in the basins on Sanibel. 
With that, come more frequent ob-
servations of snakes by residents and 
visitors. This is because the wetlands, 
where several Sanibel snakes call home, 
become flooded and watersnakes or 
their relatives need a place to dry out 
and sun themselves. With no other op-
tions, those dry places become back-
yards, sidewalks, and parking lots. 
When water levels drop, most aquatic 
and semi-aquatic snakes retreat to dry 
areas near the edge of the wetland and 
out of the way of most people.

Unfortunately with the rise in 
snake observations due to high water 
come the reports of “water moccasins” (cotton-
mouths), a venomous snake in Florida. Sanibel is 
well within the range of the Florida cottonmouth 
(Agkistrodon piscivorus conanti), however they 
have never been documented on Sanibel, Cap-
tiva, North Captiva, Cayo Costa or Pine Island. 

Photo by Nick Scobel

Below left:  Both a watersnake (left) and water 
mocassin (center) in same photo.  Center photo: 
Florida watersnake; and Right photo: mangrove 
saltmarsh snake.  Both  the watersnake and man-
grove saltmarsh snake are non-venomous.

See Watersnakes on Page 2

Watersnake Water
     moccasin
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Watersnake, not Cottonmouth
The snake that many people are seeing, and unfortunately misidentifying, is likely the Florida watersnake (Nerodia 

fasciata pictiventris). This is a common snake of the freshwater basins of the island. In the brackish and saltwater (man-
grove) areas of the islands, that snake is replaced by the mangrove saltmarsh snake (Nerodia clarkia compressicauda). 
Both of these harmless snakes are unfairly persecuted by people because they are thought to be “moccasins” simply 
because they are seen in or around water.  

This does not ignore the fact that we are in the range of the Florida cottonmouth and it is possible for them to 
arrive here by swimming across the bay or arriving in shipments of sod/mulch/plants etc. Snakes are a very important 
part of the many ecosystems on Sanibel. They both eat prey and get eaten by predators as part of the food web. Native 
snakes should not be harmed, especially on this conservation island. 

A major issue is that most people cannot correctly differentiate between the two snakes. Common verbal inaccura-
cies that I often hear from snake novices are “it had a triangular head,” “it rattled its tail,” “it had a heavy body,” “it 
was swimming,” etc.  The truth is that most snakes have a triangular shaped head and most exaggerate that triangular 
shape when they are threatened. Most snakes will rattle their tail, even though they don’t have a rattle, as a false threat. 
It is true that cottonmouths have a large, heavy build, but well fed watersnakes can also be massive. Finally, all local 
snakes can swim. There are many misnomers when it comes to snakes — and watersnakes probably experience the 
worst of that in regards to the cottonmouth.

Atlas of Amphibians and Reptiles of Florida, 2011 by Kenney L. Krysko, Kevin M. Enge, Paul 0. Moler

Florida watersnake 
(usually between 2.5- 3.5 ft) 
   
1 Round pupils, as opposed to all 

venomous snakes in the U.S. 
with the exception of the coral 
snake (Micrurus fulvius) which 
have elliptical pupils (like a cat). 

2 Banding is usually reddish with 
white outlines. The white is usu-
ally visible along the lower side of 
the snake (near the underside), 
even on dark specimens. 

3 The labial scales (upper lip scales) 
have dark vertical outlines. 

4 The body can be highly contrast-
ing or almost solid black, but the 
banding should still be somewhat 
noticeable on dark animals. 

5 Primarily a freshwater inhabitant.

Mangrove saltmarsh snake (usually 
1 – 2.5 ft): (1) 
   
1 Round pupils, as opposed to all 

venomous snakes in the U.S. 
with the exception of the coral 
snake (Micrurus fulvius) which 
have elliptical pupils (like a cat). 

2 Narrow banding (difficult to see 
in most adults.  

3 Variable color forms (black or 
brown with faded banding, all 
red or orange, or a blending of 
those. 

4 Primarily a salt water or brackish 
inhabitant (found in mangrove 
systems).

The Florida cottonmouth 
(usually 3 -5 ft) 
   
1 Elliptical pupils,  

like a cat. 

2 Wide, non-conformed bands with 
spots and speckles intermixed.

3 Labial scales not boldly outlined, 
but can have a pattern. 

4 Brown or black bar on each side 
of the head that hides the eye of 
the snake (common to most rat-
tlesnakes, copperheads and cot-
tonmouths). 

5 Mostly freshwater but also inhab-
its saltwater in north Florida.

Nonvenomous Venomous 



Page 3

Granted…learning to live with alligators in the back 
yard can take some getting used to.  But like teaching your 
kids to not play in the street, there are rules of the road 
for living with these dinosaurs that apply to fresh water 
lakes, rivers, or streams anywhere in Florida.  Removing a 
gator from your backward does not necessarily make you 
or your kids safer because there is always another gator to 
take its place. Safety comes from following the gator rules 
of the road.  

Many island residents enjoy watching gators in their 
lakes. Making your voices heard in your community is the 
greatest protection the gators have.  But most important 
of all is making sure no one is feeding alligators in your 
neighborhood. If the gator supporters want our com-
munity to coexist with these ancient creatures, everyone 
must be bold enough to hold their neighbors, renters, and 
workers accountable. Call the police if you see a gator be-
ing fed.

  As a neighborhood resident, there is another way 
that you can help keep your neighborhood safe for hu-
mans as well as alligators…

Become the Neighborhood Gater Greeter.  Make al-
ligators a topic of conversation with your neighbors, espe-
cially the new ones.  Teach them the gator rules of the road.  
Encourage them to talk to you about the alligators they 
have seen.  Help them figure out if the gator behavior they 
observed was just a gator basking in the sun or one display-
ing behavior dangerous to humans.  The more people who 
watch and understand alligator behavior in the neighbor-
hoods, the safer both humans and gators will be.

If you are interested in becoming a gator greeter or 
watcher in your neighborhood call SCCF and ask for Dee 

or email: dserage@sccf.org.
The SCCF “Living With Alligators” brochure is avail-

able to help you. Call anytime to talk about neighbor-
hood gators or neighbors.

Working with SCCF, Gulf Pines and Chateau Sur 
Mer homeowner associations have implemented their 
own comprehensive neighborhood alligator education.  
The components of the neighborhood program include: 
•	 “Gator	Greeters”	to	communicate	with	all	new	hom-

eowners and renters about living safely with alligators. 
•	 “Gator	Watchers’	who	monitor	the	behavior	of	neigh-

borhood gators and are available to answer concerns 
about alligator behavior 

•	 Distribution	 of	 Living	 With	 Alligators	 information	
packets 

Remember…Every alligator over four feet long re-
ported to the police if caught by the state licensed trapper 
is killed … whether the gator is a threat to humans or just 
basking in the backyard sun.  Let’s make sure we are only 
“harvesting” the dangerous ones.

Living with Alligators in the Neighborhood
By Dee Serage-Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

Gator tales with lindsey hord

Lindsey Hord has just retired as the head of the State of Florida Nuisance 
Alligator Program. He has many years of “whoppingly” good gator and croco-
dile tales to tell.   Lindsey relocated both of Sanibel’s saltwater crocodiles…
the one who died in the cold winter of 2009 and the 8.5 foot female that 
needed a new home on the island that same summer.  No one knows better 
the challenges of Florida’s numerous new residents learning to live with these 
dinosaurs.  Don’t miss this “real deal” program presented by Florida’s real deal 
alligator expert on Friday, november 6 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF Nature Center.

Alligator Rules of the Road   
•	 Never	feed	an	alligator
•	 Keep	children	and	pets	away	from	freshwater	

edges
•	 Never	swim	in	freshwater	lakes
•	 Don’t	let	dogs	swim	in	freshwater	lakes
•	 Fence	your	swimming	pool
•	 Instead	of	mowing	grass	to	lake’s	edge,	plant	a	

vegetation/gator buffer

Right:  “Wilma” the croc lived on Sanibel for years.  She was 
relocated early on by Lindsey Hord, but she returned and 
lived out her days here until her death in 2009.
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Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Claude received his Ph.D. from North Caroline State University in 1971, having studied marine and estaurine biol-

ogy in the Dept. of Zoology.  During his graduate studies and subsequent post-doctoral posts at 
The University of Georgia and Johns Hopkins University, he was involved with the startup of two 
small marine research labs.

For many years Claude worked in the medical device field, managing research and develop-
ment of many innovative and successful diagnostic and therapeutic devices.  Among them were 
immuno-diagnostics, neonatal intensive care devices, cryosurgical units, and cardiac resuscita-
tion devices.  In 2000 Claude joined his wife Marsha to form a successful real estate team in 
Annapolis, Maryland.

Claude and Marsha were looking for a place in the sun to escape the Maryland winter and 
visited Sanibel in the fall of 2001.  Both biologists and conservationists, they fell in love with 
the island and bought their first condo in 2002 and the second in 2003.  They retired from real 
estate in Annapolis, sold their home on the Chesapeake Bay, and moved to a home on Sanibel full time in 2007.

Claude and Marsha have been members of SCCF for several years.  Claude is returning for his second term as 
Trustee and he has been a volunteer member of the Marine Lab committee for several years.

Paul Roth
Returning to the SCCF board, Paul is looking forward to continuing his long association 

with the Foundation and resuming responsibility as a trustee.
Paul and Lucy first experienced Sanibel with their children in 1972 and like many of us, 

kept returning until one day they retired here full time.  They have lived on Sanibel a total of 
17 years, interrupted by a five-year stint in Santa Fe, NM, returning in 2003.

Paul has served as Foundation treasurer and president as well as member of various com-
mittees.

Paul is a graduate of the University of Missouri, attaining a B.S. in Civil Engineering with a 
minor in forestry, and attended graduate school at Washington University in St. Louis.  His thirty-
five-year career was with Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (now AT&T), retiring in 
1991 in Dallas as president of the company’s Texas Division.

He has served on a variety of corporate and nonprofit boards, including the Sanibel Public Library, the Charitable Founda-
tion of the Islands, and remains active in the Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ.

Nominees to the 2016 Board of Trustees

Check out our 2015-16 Gift Catalog on our web site, www.sccf.org.  Look for the “Gifts that Support 
SCCF” green box on the left side of the home page.

Diane Neitzel
Diane Neitzel was born and raised in the Chicago area, and she and husband LeRoy have 

two sons and six grandchildren.  They moved to central Illinois where Diane worked as a head 
teller in a local bank while LeRoy completed training for his DVM.  They opened a small 
animal veterinary clinic and hospital which they ran together for 30 years.  They began visit-
ing Sanibel more than 20 years ago and purchased a home in the late 90s, finally retiring to be 
full-time residents seven years ago.  Diane began volunteering as a sea turtle walker (Zone 6) 
and recently became a permittee.  She has been active on the Events Committee, the Member 
Development Committee and she also volunteers in the Nature Center.

Retiring from the Board this year are President Linda Uhler, Treasurer Don Rice and Trustee Ed Wheeler.  Three 
nominees will be voted on at the December 15 Annual Meeting.
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Natural Resource Policy
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Caloosahatchee Goldilocks Condition  
The El Niño weather condition is responsible for 

droughts and floods across the nation and it’s caused 
variable and unusual water conditions for the Caloosa-
hatchee and south Florida since the fall of 2014.  Lake 
Okeechobee water levels were above 2013 levels from last 
fall until the middle of May 2015 when the lake dropped 
sharply.  The high lake levels necessitated nearly constant 
releases of water from Lake O, paired with runoff from 
the watershed, through the dry season until early June.  

Summer rainfall in the watershed produced enough 
rain that Lake discharges were cut off over the summer to 
try to rebuild low Lake Levels.   As of the end of August,  
Lake O was approximately 1.5 ft. below normal levels for 
this time of year, verging close to water shortage conditions.  

What a roller coaster, from too much to too little:  our 
Caloosahatchee is a Goldilocks Water Story.  So even if we 
can’t get it “just right” the challenge is in balancing water 
supplies with storage capacity throughout the watersheds 
so that water doesn’t run off the land too fast, ground wa-
ter can be recharged, and water quality can be improved.  
Now at the height of hurricane season, it takes only one 
storm for the lake to fill to damaging levels, as occurred in 
2008 with Tropical Storm Faye. On the other hand, low 
lake levels going into the dry season threaten the health 
of Lake O and the Caloosahatchee, which depends on 

the lake for dry season water.  This sets up conflicts with 
permitted demands for dry season irrigation water from 
agriculture and urban water supplies.  

The Corps has been holding back water in the lake 
and not discharging to the estuaries in an attempt to re-
cover lake levels.  Normally that would leave the river in 
a deficit but this year, rain in our watershed has provided 
more than enough flow for the estuary — and, in some 
weeks, harmful levels — above 2,800 cfs just from the wa-
tershed from east Lee County, Hendry and Glades coun-
ties.  These conditions point to the need for much more 
storage in our 840,000-acre watershed, even beyond the 
capacity that will be provided by the C43 reservoir.   

We applaud the legislature’s actions this past session 
for funding a series of restoration projects in the water-
shed.  You can find the project descriptions on our web-
site under “Local Restoration Projects” in the Current Is-
sues green box on the right of the home page (sccf.org)

In addition, a series of interconnected hydrologic 
restoration projects in the watershed called the Caloosa-
hatchee Cross Link project are in the planning/discussion 
phase, thanks to local staff at the South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD).   We encourage the 
District and legislature to support and move these resto-
ration plans ahead.
  See Policy on Page 6

See Florida Bay on Page 6

Florida Bay in Crisis
While the Caloosahatchee has 

been getting sufficient to excess rain-
fall the past year, Florida Bay, located 

at the southern end of the Everglades 
ecosystem is facing serious ecologi-
cal damage from an ongoing drought 
that has been isolated over the lower 
east coast and Everglades.  The severe 
drought has persisted for the first 8 
months of 2015 with that region suf-
fering from 87% below normal rain-
fall.  With no connection to Lake O 
and low inflow from the Water Con-
servation Areas, rainfall is critical to 
provide needed freshwater to Ever-
glades National Park and Florida Bay. 

 The drought conditions and lack 
of flow have caused hyper-saline con-
ditions of 60-70 psu, over twice the 
normal salinity.  The lack of fresh-
water flow has also dessicated soils 

upstream and even exposed some to 
salt that will take sustained freshwater 
flow over a period of time to flush out.  
Add to this high temperatures in the 
shallow bay and the oxygen drops to 
harmful levels.  Sulfide accumulation 
in the bay bottom combined with 
high temperature and hyper-salinity 
has triggered a seagrass die off.  The 
dead seagrass decomposes feeding al-
gal blooms that further drop oxygen 
levels and obscure light from getting 
to grass that could provide oxygen.  
This downward spiral is the anatomy 
of an ecological collapse that literally 
takes decades to recover from.  Un-
fortunately we’ve seen this before. It 
was just such an unfortunate series of 

Total Rainfall
(Radar Estimated)

May 2014 - August 2015

21.98-39.06
39.07-48.41
48.42-55.57
55.58-60.96
60.97-65.76
65.77-70.51
70.52-75.37
75.38-80.48
80.49-86.71
86.72-99.73

Taylor Slough and Florida Bay 
received only 25-35” compared 
to 50-60” during a wet year

Graphic by Fred Sklar, South Florida 
Water Management District
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Policy -- Continued from Page 5

Florida Bay -- Continued from Page 5

Kissimmee River Restoration on Track for 2019 Completion
Kissimmee	River	restoration	is	back	on	track	with	two	

construction contracts awarded by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers for backfilling portions of the channelized 
Kissimmee	 River.	 	 Only	 two	 additional	 contracts	 will	
be needed to complete the entire project by 2019!  The 
planning	to	restore	the	Kissimmee	River	and	floodplain	
was initiated in 1972 following completion of the chan-
nelization flood control project.  The restoration project 
that has been underway since 1992 is a congressionally 
authorized federal/state partnership project between the 
U.S Army Corps of Engineers and the SFWMD.  

Once	 completed,	 the	 Kissimmee	 River	 Restoration	

Project will restore more than 40 square miles of river-
floodplain ecosystem, including almost 20,000 acres of 
wetlands and 44 miles of historic river channel, signifi-
cantly reducing the speed and volume of water flow into 
Lake Okeechobee. 

Before	 channelization,	 the	 Kissimmee	 River	 was	 a	
103-mile-long braided and meandering river system that 
ran through an Everglades-like marshy floodplain up to 
three miles wide in sections. In its historic configuration, 
water flowed south slowly to lake Okeechobee; the trip for 
a drop of water from the northern end took 6- 8 months 
to reach the lake. 

events in the 1980s that brought attention to the need 
for Everglades restoration and prompted an expansive sea-
grass research program in the Bay.

 The solution is in Everglades restoration, and some 
help from mother nature in the form of rainfall.  Full im-
plementation of the C111 spreader canal project and ad-
vancing the Central Everglades Planning Project, known 

as CEPP, are critical to getting water moving south at the 
southern end of the system.  Operational changes that 
prioritize water supply deliveries to natural systems —  
as envisioned in Florida’s Model Water Code — instead of pri-
oritizing the growing demand from permitted users, is needed 
here and throughout Florida to maintain healthy, resilient nat-
ural resources that are the driving force of Floridas economy. 

See Everglades Coalition Conference on Page 6
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Christmas Cards and Holiday Gift Ideas!

You can help support our Sea Turtle and Shorebird 
Nest Monitoring programs through our Sea Turtle Adopt-
A-Nest program and the shorebird Adopt-a-Plover pro-
gram.  You can learn more on our website:  www.sccf.
org.  Look for the “Gift Ideas” green box on the right side 
of the home page or follow the Wildlife Projects drop-
downs to the Sea Turtle and Snowy Plover pages.

Adopt a Sea Turtle Nest or 
              an Adult Snowy Plover

SCCF Gift Catalog
The Gift Catalog 

was mailed with our Oc-
tober Member Update 
and can also be found 
on our website, www.
sccf.org.  Look for the 
“Gift that Support 
SCCF” green box on 
the left side of the 
home page.

10 cards & envelopes for $15 (tax included).  Available at 
the Nature Center Office (check or credit card only, please) or 
— beginning Nov. 11 — at the Native Plant Nursery at the 
Bailey Homestead Preserve on Periwinkle Way.  We can mail 
your cards to you for an extra priority mailing charge.  Mail 
orders must be received by Dec. 11.

SCCF Christmas Cards

Message inside:

Wishing You Peace Heron EarthWishing You Peace Heron Earth

in the
Wild

WinesWines
in the
Wild

Saturday, 
November 14

6 - 8 p.m.
Tickets $75 in advance   

$85 at the door
Reserve Your Place Now!  Please call 472-2329
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Everyone has heard the stories of the many troubles 
the European honey bees are having….that’s right honey 
bees are not native.  Add to this troubled list another non-
native, more aggressive bee cousin which has arrived in 
Florida infiltrating the peaceful European bee hives.  The 
State of Florida is dealing with Africanized bees by increas-
ing support for beekeepers.  The beekeepers breed and raise 
peaceful bees that pass their genetics on to the Africanized 
species….if you can’t beat them, invite them in!  

Everyone wants to do what they can to help the hon-
eybees.  But what do you do when a hive shows up in the 
wall of your house, hanging in a tree, or in your screech 
owl box.  Even if your first response is to spray a pesticide 
it probably won’t work!  Instead of killing the bees, Euro-
pean or Africanized, you SHOULD call a state certified 
bee keeper to live remove them for you.  He will take 
them back to his hives, remove the old queen, and add a 
new docile queen. 

To legally do bee trapping and live colony removal in 
the State of Florida you must be a certified bee keeper and 
take the bees back to your honey hives.  Bee keepers are not 
allowed to use pesticides….only to do live removal.  Pesti-

cide companies will only kill bees not move them alive. 
President	of	the	Florida	Beekeepers	Association,	Keith	

Councell will present his program with great stories of 
live bee removals for many years on Sanibel and the rest 
of	Lee	County.	 	Keith	 is	a	 second	generation	beekeeper	
located in North Ft. Myers.  Come and enjoy his bee tales 
and taste his honey.  Wednesday, November 18 at 10 a.m. 
at the Nature Center.  Other honey will be for sale and tast-
ing before and after the program.  Free to all.

Living with Honeybees plus a Honey Tasting
by Dee Serage-Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

Keith and Dad Councell, plus mystery beekeeper at Dee's 
house.

A direct lightning strike de-
stroyed the RECON sensor at 
Beautiful Island and the severity 
of the strike caused irreversible 
destruction.  RECON — the 
River Estuary and Coastal Ob-
serving Network — is the essen-
tial technology our scientists use 
to understand the water quality 
surrounding Sanibel and Captiva. 
Transmitting hourly data — 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year — 
RECON bolsters SCCF’s public 
policy outreach in countless ways. 

SCCF sent out an emailed 
alert and, within days, full fund-
ing for a replacement sensor — 
$42,620 — was received.  SCCF 

Community Funds RECON Sensor

wishes to thank all who supported this emergency response! 

Everglades Coalition Conference Save the date 
Save the date for the 31st annual Everglades Coalition Conference to be held Jan 7-10, 2016 at the Historic Biltmore 

Hotel in Coral Gables.   The conference is the largest gathering of  Federal, state and local elected leaders, policy makers, sci-
entists, advocates and students discussing greater Everglades Restoration.  This year’s theme,  Voices of the Everglades: All for 
Restoration  also marks the 100th year of the national park service.   Reserve your spot:  evergladescoalition.org/conference
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Caloosahatchee CLEER: Create, Learn, Exchange, Entertain & Read – Two Concerts

Special Education Programs In November
“A Land Remembered” Retold

November 12, 5 p.m, master story teller Rick Smith 
will condense 150+ years of Florida history into an enjoy-
able multimedia presentation.  Patrick, “Rick” Smith Jr. is 
a film maker and spent time interviewing and recording 
his father’s stories. Rick inherited Patrick Smith’s talent 
for storytelling. He and his wife reside in California, but 
as good fortune would have it, they are visiting their fa-
vorite islands of Sanibel and Captiva on November 12.

Rick has assisted in producing a documentary on the 
modern day Florida cracker cowboys residing north of 
Lake Okeechobee. Other tidbits of his film work can be 
found on his website including Angel City about migrant 
workers in mid 20th century and Forever Island, another 
historical fiction book about the conflict between native 
Americans and developers in Southern Florida. www.pat-
ricksmithonline.com or  www.alandremembered.com

Rick has been invited to SCCF’s Nature Center to 
recount his father’s tales and bring us from the 1850s into 

the modern cattle ranching taking place in Florida today.
For	 education	 director,	 Kristie	 Anders,	 A Land Re-

membered is not a book to be read just once. The book is 
one to be read over and over to remind us of how quickly 
Florida has changed and how hard work, perseverance 
and adaptability resulted in building a dynasty. 

Rick’s storytelling is enthusiastically sponsored by 
SCCF, the Captiva Island Historical Society, the Florida 
Humanities Council and  the State of Florida’s Department 
of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council 
on Arts and Culture.

Reservations are a must in order to accommodate the 
demand for the limited 50 seats. Call 472-2329. The 1 
p.m. session is filled but as of the writing of this article 
space is available for the 5 p.m. session. The program is 
first come, first served and is free. Rick will have his fa-
ther’s book for sale in case you do not have a well-thumbed 
copy of your own on your book shelves already. 

Jensen’s Twin Palm Marina will be hosting a concert from 4-6 on 
November 21.  Brent Moyer from Nashville, JRobert Houghtaling from 
Marco and Austin Church from Cocoa Beach will be blending old tunes 
and new original compositions. There will also be ample opportunity to 
participate in the community art project, have easy going conversation with 
SCCF scientists and other staff about the waters around us, learn about 
what simple actions we can all take to improve our watershed, and pick up 
a “Good Reads” book list. 

On Sunday, November 22, the same trio will be making music on the 
porch of the Nature Center starting at 1 p.m.  Personal pledge cards depict-
ing the art will be available as people learn what they can do in their own 
backyard to keep our water CLEER. 

Through the Rauschenberg Foundation SCCF commissioned artwork 
by Xavier Cortada with four symbolic animals in the watershed- large 
mouth	bass,	small	tooth	sawfish,	Kemp’s	Ridley	sea	turtle	and	the	bottle	
nose dolphin.  These pieces will be unveiled during the events.

At both events, wooden cut outs (compliments of the Hammerheads) 
of the four totem animals can be painted. Many we hope will be turned 
over to SCCF’s Natural Resources Policy Director Rae Ann Wessel for de-
livery to legislators. A business card bearing one of the totem animals will 
have space to write a personal note to decision makers these will be tied on 
to your personal art piece. 

The Tallahassee-bound fish and turtle will be your messengers on behalf 
of the greater Everglades, the Caloosahatchee and Pine Island Sound.

Caloosahatchee CLEER – Create, Learn, Exchange, Entertain and Repair through a grant from the Rauschenberg 
Foundation, SCCF has been experimenting with blending casual conversation about SCCF’s research, current events, 
great books to read, community art, and music.

Xavier Cortada, “Small Tooth Sawfish” 
digital art, 2015, www.cortada.com  
© 2015 Xavier Cortada

   

SORRY

SOLD OUT
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CLEER Concert

CLEER 
Concert THANKSGIVING	HOLIDAY-	Nature	Center	Closed

annual MeMbers MeetinG

We want all of our supporters — members, donors and 
volunteers — to save the date for our Tuesday, December 
15 Annual Members Meeting.  This years meeting will be 
followed by a complimentary cocktail party.  The meeting 
will begin at 4:30 p.m. at the Nature Center.

the bees of sanibel & Captiva

Even though honeybees get all the credit for pollination, 
some experts believe that the native bees may be doing 
60% of the work.  Join Dee for an up close and personal 
photographic story of the lives of native and non-native 

bees of Sanibel and 
Captiva.  You might 
also get to see live 
male green orchid 
bees at the scent 
station set up for 
them by the butter-
fly house.  Did you 
know that male bees 
do not have stingers?  
Wednesday, November 
25 at 10 a.m. in the 

Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with mem-
bers and children free.

livinG with honeybees and a honey tastinG

President	 of	 the	 Florida	 Beekeepers	 Association,	 Keith	
Councell will present his program with great stories of 
live bee removals for many years on Sanibel and the rest 
of	Lee	County.	 	Keith	 is	a	 second	generation	beekeeper	
located in North Ft. Myers.  Come and enjoy his bee tales 
and taste his honey.  Wednesday, November 18 at 10 a.m. 
at the Nature Center.  Other honey will be for sale and tast-
ing before and after the program.  Free to all. November 18.  
Free to all

CaloosahatChee oxbow & riverlore Cruise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin 
Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reserva-
tions and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is lim-

ited, call 472-2329.  Cruise dates:  Friday, Nov. 27, 2015 
(day after Thanksgiving) and on Sundays in 2016: Jan. 24, 
Feb. 14 & 28, Mar. 13, Apr. 10 and May 8 (Mother’s Day)

Cleer ConCerts

Caloosahatchee CLEER (Create, Learn, Exchange, Enter-
tain & Read) concerts with Brent Moyer from Nashville, 
JRobert Houghtaling from Marco and Austin Church 
from Cocoa Beach blending old tunes and new original 
compositions at Jensen’s Twin Palm Marina November 21 
from 4 - 6 and at SCCF’s Nature Center on Sunday, No-
vember 22 at 1 p.m.  Decorate wooden cutouts of four 
symbolic animals of the watershed:  largemouth bass, 
smalltooth	sawfish,	Kemp’s	Ridley	sea	turtle	and	dolphin	
as “messengers” for Rae Ann Wessel to take to Tallahassee 
and deliver to legislators.  Free.

   
Gator tales with lindsey hord

Lindsey Hord has just retired as the head of the State of 
Florida Nuisance Alligator Program. He has many years 
of “whoppingly” good gator and crocodile tales to tell.  
Lindsey relocated both of Sanibel’s saltwater crocodiles…
the one who died in the cold winter of 2009 and the 8.5 
foot female that needed a new home on the island that 
same summer.  No one knows better the challenges of 
Florida’s numerous new residents learning to live with 

these dinosaurs.  Don’t 
miss this “real deal” pro-
gram presented by Florida’s 
real deal alligator expert.  
Friday, November 6 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF Nature 
Center.  Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members 
and children attending for free.

a land reMeMbered

with Patrick Smith, Jr.  
Thursday, November 12 at 
1 p.m. and 5 p.m.  Free but 
reservations required.  Call 
472-2329

  

“Wilma,” the croc, 
lived on Sanibel 
for years.  She was 
relocated early on 
by Lindsey Hord, 

but she returned and 
lived out her days here 
until her death in 2009.

SCCF November 2015 Program Schedule

Wines in the 
Wild 6-8 pm

Turtle Tracks-10
Rick Smith-1&5

Living w Bees-10
Honey Tasting

Oxbow 
CruiseBees of SanCap-10Tank Talk-10

Tank Talk-10

31 2 4

26

29

2827

30

8

76

11

5

13

18

12109

1615

14

19 20

25

21

22 23 24

17

sun     Mon    tuesday             wednesday        thursday         friday         sat

Reservations 
requested for

Male carpenter bee waiting 
for a female

Photo by  
Luc Century

continued right...

   

SORRY

SOLD OUT
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SCCF November 2015 Program Schedule

The SCCF Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 will be in your mailbox the middle of this month.
We hope you will appreciate and value all the good work done in the last year to advance our shared commitment 

to conservation.
If so, please show your support by returning the envelope enclosed in your Annual Report with your most gener-

ous tax-deductible donation to the 2015-2016 Annual Fund Drive.
For questions about the Annual Fund Drive or end-of-year giving, please call Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768.

We Couldn’t Do It Without You!

Volunteers Needed for Wildlife Cruises
Captiva Cruises, in cooperation with the Sanibel-

Captiva Conservation Foundation (SCCF), have been 
partners in Environmental Education programs since 
1992.  One of these collaborative endeavors is the daily 
Dolphin & Wildlife Adventure Cruise within Pine Island 
Sound.  This hour and a half cruise is narrated by vol-
unteer docents representing both Captiva Cruises and 
SCCF.  Docents share information about the natural and 
cultural history of Pine Island Sound along with fun facts 
about the wildlife of the area with cruise passengers.  This 
is a fun and rewarding experience for our resident do-
cents who get to enjoy incredible wildlife encounters, ed-
ucate people about the ecology of the Back Bay estuary of 
Southwest Florida while enjoying time out on the water.  
Although it is not required, it is preferred that docents 
be year round residents of Southwest Florida and have 
educational experience;  must be comfortable talking to 
groups in formal and informal settings.  Above all a sense 
of wonder, appreciation and enthusiasm for our natural 
environment and excitement in sharing this enthusiasm 
with others is what is needed to become a docent.

For more information on becoming a Captiva Cruis-
es/SCCF docent contact Richard Finkel with Captiva 
Cruises at RichardFinkel@captivacruises.com.

Captiva Cruises also offers lunch cruises to Cab-
bage	Key,	Useppa	Island,	Boca	Grande,	and	Pine	Island	
along with Beach & Shelling Cruises to Cayo Costa State 
Park, Sunset Cruises and Sailing Cruises.  For informa-
tion about any of Captiva Cruises tours and programs call 
Captiva Cruises at (239) 472-5300.

tank talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the 
Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box turtles and 
critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, November 10 and 24 at 
10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.   

turtle traCks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are doing 
to protect them.  Thursday, November 12 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and children, $5 
for non-members.

Our wonderful volunteers, visitors, and staff see so many unique things on their daily excursions, and we’d like to 
highlight them! Every month on the first we’ll showcase a new photo on our social media and newsletter. 

Have a great SCCF photo to share?  Please submit to Public Outreach Coordinator Alexis Horn: ahorn@sccf.org

Introducing SCCF’s new Photo of the Month
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Plant Nursery Hours:
native plant nursery Closed nov. 1-10
re-openinG at the bailey hoMestead preserve on nov. 11
Mon. - Fri. — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     Native Plant Nursery:  (239) 472-1932
Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

Ran Niehoff
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Linda Uhler - President
Ron Gibson- Vice President
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Gwenda Hiett-Clements - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Erick Lindblad 
Karen	Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2015
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce
John Morse

Doug Ryckman
Richard Shipley
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR

Kristie	Anders
Cheryl Giattini
Chris Lechowicz

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.orgSCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 

coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	
on Sanibel and Captiva and 

in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF
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SCCF MeMber Update

deCeMber 2015

What Is All that Buzzing About?
By Dee Serage, Living with Wildlife Educator

The native carpenter bees make quite a buzz as they 
fly from flower to flower, providing pollination services 
while drinking nectar.

In a handout on raising edible passion vines, Carpen-
ter bees are listed as necessary for passion vine to set fruit. 
Without pollination of the flowers there is no fruit.  Car-
penter bees are encouraged where passion vine is grown as 
an agricultural crop.  Florida’s native passion vines are also 
pollinated by this large bee.   Both males and females are 
very docile.  Only the females have stingers.

Carpenter bees are “buzz” pollinators.  They collect 
pollen by vibrating their thoracic muscles to produce 
sound waves that shake the pollen loose.  That vibration 
is close to a “C” tuning fork.

The social life of these shiny blueblack bees is fasci-
nating.   The females collect nectar and pollen for them-
selves and to provision their eggs and larvae.  The eggs are 
laid in wooden tunnels that the females make in branches 
or other soft, untreated wood.  Females make a pollen and 
nectar ball and lay an egg on it.  She then builds a “par-
ticle board” partition and does the same thing again and 
again.  Female eggs are laid first and will take the longest 
to develop.  Yes bees determine the sex of their eggs!  As 

the bees emerge from their pupal case, they crawl gently 
out of the tunnel sometimes over immature pupae. Fe-
males will return year after year to use the same tunnel.

Male carpenter bees drink nectar only for themselves 
and patrol a territory that positions them for mating.  
The literature suggests males die after mating.  Backyard 
observations this summer revealed male behavior not de-
scribed in literature.  One male bee, sometimes 2 or 3, 
took up residence in bamboo tubes provided for them  
near a females nesting tunnel and a good nectar source.   
They flew in and out of these tubes throughout the day 
sometimes laying on their backs!  For three months they 
“slept” in the tubes every night until October 21.  

In more northern climates bee activity ends with win-
ter and begins in the spring.  But this is the sub-tropics.  
What begins and ends the carpenter bee nesting cycles…
length of day, lack of nectar resources?

Maybe those migratory dragonflies that recently ar-
rived ate them?

Join a “Wildflower and Pollinator Walk” at the new 
pollinator garden at the Bailey Homestead on Decem-
ber 8 and 22 at 11 am.   Advance reservations required.  
Please call 472-2329.  

SCCF’s Native Plant Nursery
has moved to the Bailey Homestead Preserve

See Page 3 to learn more
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Gopher Tortoise Burrow Survey Expansion
By Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologize and Director/Wildlife Habitat Management

With the transition from sum-
mer to fall brings SCCF’s annual go-
pher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus) 
burrow surveys. These surveys occur 
in October on five different SCCF 
properties (Frannie’s Preserve, C.R. 
Johnston Tract, Dayton Preserve, 
Walker Preserve, and the Wulfert Go-
pher Tortoise Preserve). 

The purpose of these surveys is 
to estimate the number of tortoise 
per hectare on these preserves.  This 
process involves walking transects 
through the habitat and classifying 
each gopher tortoise burrow as active, 
inactive or abandoned. Each burrow 
is marked with a piece of rebar with 
color-coded tape at the top, as well 
as a metal tag with a number. When 
completed, the data is plugged into a 
formula that computes the tortoises 
per hectare. The results help us make 
management decisions for these 
properties.  It also gives us a hint as 
to how well we are accomplishing our 
goals, while also alerting us to possi-
ble new threats.  Gopher tortoises are 
a keystone species.  Numerous verte-

brate and invertebrate species survival 
depends on their burrows to exist.

Our annual surveys, with the cur-
rent protocol, began in 2000. With 
a fifteen-year dataset, we are start-
ing to notice trends in these popula-
tions, especially when associated with 
environmental factors such as con-
trolled fire, exotic plant infestations, 
and the addition of new predators. 
Controlled burns play a large role in 
keeping gopher tortoise populations 
stable by preventing additional loss 
of prime grazing habitats — such as 
open grasslands — from succession to 
native hardwood hammocks. Exotic 
plant infestations also choke out na-
tive groundcover plants that gopher 
turtles use as forage.  Herbicide and 
hand removal of exotic plants helps 
sustain native plant diversity, which 
also benefits tortoises.

The addition of predators on the 
island is reflected in the gopher tor-
toise burrow counts. Most recently, 
the coyote (Canis latrans) has estab-
lished itself on the island (2011) and 
the effects of this addition to the food 

chain are becoming more evident all 
the time. Not only have they been re-
sponsible for up to 30% depradation 
on sea turtle nests on Sanibel (down 
to less than 20% this past season), but 
they have been the culprit for numer-
ous documented predation events on 
gopher tortoises and box turtles (Ter-
rapene carolina).

In the last year (February 2015), 
SCCF has also been contracted by 
the City of Sanibel to survey one of 
their properties (Gulfside City Park) 
using the same techniques (using dif-
ferent color-coded tape to represent 
City properties).  SCCF will survey 
that site around the same time in 
2016 and may be contracted to sur-
vey other properties. Expansion of 
tortoise burrows surveys on other 
conservation lands will undoubtedly 
help us fill in the gaps of population 
status and trends on the island. 

SCCF Biologist Joel Caouette is attach-
ing a numbered metal tag to the color-
coded rebar to mark the gopher tortoise 
burrow.

SCCF biology intern Jared Crisp just 
located a gopher tortoise burrow and 
must decide if it is active, inactive or 
abandoned.
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The Native Plant Nursery at the 
Nature Center is closed.

please note:  the bailey family house will be open to the public early in 2016
— look for an announcement —

Hours:  8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

at 1300 Periwinkle Way
472-1932    www.sccf.org

SCCF Native Landscapes & Garden Center
featuring 

demonstration gardens
landscaping services
native plants for sale
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Demonstration GarDens
Open in November
− Agricultural/Edible
− Pollinator
− Beach/Dune Habitat
− Wetland/Littoral 
Phase II (coming in 2016)
− Bird & Hardwood Hammock
− Keys Hammock
− Scrub
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To register or for more information, please call:
Jean at The Dunes (239/472-3522)

or Tournament Co-chairs:
Lisa Cochrane (239/246-8875) 
Dee Century (239/472-2329)

Save the Date
24th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament

   
January 30 and 31, 2016

at The  Dunes Golf & Tennis Club

Our wonderful volunteers, visitors, and staff see so many unique things on their daily excursions, and we’d like 
to highlight them! Every month on the first we’ll showcase a new photo on our social media and newsletter. 

Have a great SCCF photo to share?  Please submit to Public Outreach Coordinator Alexis Horn: ahorn@sccf.org

SCCF’s Photo of the Month
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Sanibel Slough Nutrient Removal Flume
By Dr. Rick Bartleson, Research Scientist, Marine Laboratory

SCCF is collaborating with the City of Sanibel to re-
duce nutrient concentrations in the Sanibel Slough.  Ex-
cess nutrients in the Sanibel “river” are caused by fertil-
izer runoff and reclaimed water; these nutrients can cause 
algal blooms. 

One method to reduce nutrient concentrations is 
to use submersed vascular plants and macroalgae to ab-
sorb nutrients from water and sediments. The submersed 
plants can be harvested and utilized for restoration proj-
ects and the algae can be used as a bio-fuel or soil condi-
tioner. Another nutrient removal mechanism that sewage 
treatment plants use is to pass water through a bacterial 
community that can convert dissolved nitrogen to nitro-
gen gas through denitrification.  The SCCF/City nutrient 
scrubbing flumes will combine both methods.

SCCF has some large tanks left over from a redfish 
aquaculture project and some of the tanks were used to 
treat the waste that the fish produced. These tanks were 
moved to City property on the Sanibel Gardens Preserve 
and are being set up with a solar-powered pump to reduce 
nutrient concentrations in water in the Sanibel River.

Submersed angiosperms and algae:  Previous experi-
ments at Lake Okeechobee showed high nutrient removal 
rates of nitrogen and phosphorus by tape grass. Widgeon 
grass and fast-growing, filamentous algae – Rhizoclonium 
and Cladophora can reduce dissolved nutrient concentra-
tions to very low levels.

Denitrification: Denitrification will be enhanced 
by passing water through a layer of wood chips which 
provide both an attachment surface and a carbon source 
for bacteria. This is called a bioreactor. Dr. Ed Hanlon, 
a retired University of Florida Professor is providing his 
expertise on this aspect. 

Nutrient removal rate:  The water exchange rate will 

be adjusted to maximize nutrient removal. Based on rates 
measured using tape grass, over 380 pounds of nitrogen 
could be removed per year by the plants and sedimenta-
tion. The bioreactor should increase efficiency. Nutrient 
removal rates will be monitored monthly.

Dollars per pound removed:  The cost of N remov-
al in this system could be less than $1/lb which is low 
compared to other available BMPs (Best Management 
Practices). This does not include the cost of the tanks. N 
removal by the bioreactor should also cost less than $1/
lb (with free woodchips and minimal labor). Chesapeake 
Bay wastewater plants are about $4/lb. An estimate of a 
forested buffer in Maryland is $88/lb. 

Scaling up:  As the expensive part of a scaled up proj-
ect is the tanks, scaling up may be achieved by 1) increas-
ing flow in sections of the Sanibel Slough using solar 
powered pumps, and harvesting the macroalgae which is 
predominantly Chara zeylanica; and 2) Large wood chip 
bioreactors could be employed along the Sanibel Slough 
in sparsely vegetated areas. The N removal cost of Chara 
harvesting should be low, using unskilled labor. The cost 
of constructing underground bioreactors will drive the N 
removal cost up, but only to around $4/lb.

SCCF’s Native Landscaping & Garden Center —
now located at the Bailey Homestead — has been bew-
ing compost tea, an organic fertilizer made from a brewed 
mixture of compost, fish emulsion, water, and molasses as 
a way to supplement the need for traditional fertilizers in 
our potted plants.  They might be able to work with some 
of the harvested algae from the flume.

Above right:  The flume sitting in the Sanibel Gardens Preserve.   
Left:  Chrissy McCrimmon loading the flume with tape grass
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Christmas Cards and Holiday Gift Ideas!

You can help support our Sea Turtle and Shorebird 
Nest Monitoring programs through our Sea Turtle Adopt-
A-Nest program and the shorebird Adopt-a-Plover pro-
gram.  You can learn more on our website:  www.sccf.
org.  Look for the “Gift Ideas” green box on the right side 
of the home page or follow the Wildlife Projects drop-
downs to the Sea Turtle and Snowy Plover pages.

Adopt a Sea Turtle Nest or 
              an Adult Snowy Plover

SCCF Gift Catalog
The Gift Catalog 

was mailed with our Oc-
tober Member Update 
and can also be found 
on our website, www.
sccf.org.  Look for the 
“Gift that Support 
SCCF” green box on 
the left side of the 
home page.

10 cards & envelopes for $15 (tax included).  Available at 
the Nature Center Office (check or credit card only, please) or 
— beginning Nov. 11 — at the Native Plant Nursery at the 
Bailey Homestead Preserve on Periwinkle Way.  We can mail 
your cards to you for an extra priority mailing charge.  Mail 
orders must be received by Dec. 11.

SCCF Christmas Cards

Message inside:

Wishing You Peace Heron EarthWishing You Peace Heron Earth

We hope you have read the SCCF Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 
mailed in November.

In it there are many great examples of all the good work 
done in the last year to advance our shared commitment to 
conservation.

Please show your support for that work to continue and 
expand by returning the envelope enclosed in your Annual 
Report with your most generous tax-deductible donation to 
the 2015-2016 Annual Fund Drive.

For questions about the Annual Fund Drive or end-of-
year giving, please call Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768.

If you are also interested in learning more about SC-
CF’s Legacy Society and the ways in which planned giv-
ing supports our mission, please take a moment to read 
the Legacy Society Update enclosed in this newsletter.

So Thankful For Your Support
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annual MeMberS MeeTing

We want all of our supporters — members, donors and 
volunteers — to save the date for our Tuesday, December 
15 Annual Members Meeting.  This years meeting will be 
followed by a complimentary cocktail party.  The meeting 
will begin at 4:30 p.m. at the Nature Center.

The beeS oF Sanibel & CapTiva

Even though honeybees get all the credit for pollination, 
some experts believe that the native bees may be doing 
60% of the work.  Join Dee for an up close and personal 
photographic story of the lives of native and non-native 
bees of Sanibel and Captiva.  You might also get to see live 
male green orchid bees at the scent station set up for them 
by the butterfly house.  Did you know that male bees do 
not have stingers?  Wednesday, December 23 at 10 a.m. in 
the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.

bobCaT TaleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, December 9 at 10 a.m.  
Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children attending 
for free.

CalooSahaTChee oxboW & riverlore CruiSe

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Franklin 
Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reserva-
tions and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is lim-
ited, call 472-2329.  Cruises on Sundays in 2016: Jan. 24, 
Feb. 14 & 28, Mar. 13, Apr. 10 and May 8 (Mother’s Day)

CoyoTe and bear TaleS

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented 
on the island; the black bear was relocated to northern 
Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors of these two 
new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every county 

in Florida.  Both human and bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from 
insects and fruits.  Wednesday, December 16 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

oTTer TaleS

No one knows how many North American river otters 
live on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer 
since 2004’s Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about 
this large, aquatically adapted member of the weasel fam-
ily.  river otters are strong and graceful swimmers that cap-
ture the hears of all who see them.  Otter sightings have 
increased recently on SCCF trails.  Wednesday, December 2 
at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF mem-
bers and children attending for free.

Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, December 8 
and 22 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.

TurTle TraCkS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursdays, December 3 and 17 at 
10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

WildFloWer & pollinaTor Walk

Join Dee for a “Wildflower and Pollinator Walk” at the 
Native Plant Nursery’s new pollinator garden at the Bailey 
Homestead Preserve.  See who is nectaring on the hun-
dreds of wildflowers and learn the native butterfly host 
plants.  Tuesdays, Dec 8 and 22.  There is no charge but 
advance reservations are required.   Call 472-2329.  
PLEASE NOTE:  The Bailey Family house will NOT 
be open until early 2016.  Look for an announcement.

SCCF December 2015 Program Schedule

Everglades Coalition Conference Save the date 
Save the date for the 31st annual Everglades Coalition Conference to be held Jan 7-10, 2016 at the Historic Biltmore 

Hotel in Coral Gables.   The conference is the largest gathering of  Federal, state and local elected leaders, policy makers, sci-
entists, advocates and students discussing greater Everglades Restoration.  This year’s theme,  Voices of the Everglades: All for 
Restoration  also marks the 100th year of the national park service.   Reserve your spot:  evergladescoalition.org/conference
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Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscaping & Garden Center Hours:
Now LoCateD at the baiLey homeSteaD PreServe

1300 periWinkle Way
Hours:  Mon. - Fri. — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org   

Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932

Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House  
•  Education Center & Touch Tank

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Plant	Nursery
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

Ran Niehoff
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Linda Uhler - President
Ron Gibson- Vice President
Don Rice - Treasurer    

Gwenda Hiett-Clements - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Chris Lechowicz 
Erick Lindblad 

Karen Nelson
Dee Serage

Board of Trustees  2015
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce
John Morse

Doug Ryckman
Richard Shipley
Ed Wheeler, MD, FACR

Rick Bartleson
Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

December 2015 Member Update

To highlight the numerous stories and interesting happen-
ings that go on at SCCF, we've created a blog! We hope that 
this new venture will allow us to show you all the work that we 
do, and how your support makes our mission possible. From 
cute otter photos, to upcoming events, to water quality infor-
mation, we hope the blog will be a new source of information 
for you to explore.   You can sign up to be notified when new 
posts go up or just follow along with our stories and photos. 

Announcing SCCF’s New Blog

SCCF was at Octo-
ber’s BaileyFest with 

Solar Amendment 
petitions for people to 
sign (also available in 

the Nature Center) 
and “fish” to paint, to 
be sent to Tallahassee 

as “water quality” 
messengers.

Follow us at blog.sccf.org
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