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SCCF MeMber Update

JanUary 2016

Marine Habitat Restoration
By Sarah Bridenbaugh, SCCF Marine Lab Research Assistant

The SCCF Marine Lab has been hard at work on two 
projects funded by a $500,000 award from the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection.  The two proj-
ects, seagrass restoration in the Caloosahatchee River and 
oyster restoration in San Carlos and Tarpon Bays, began 
in January 2015.  

In the Caloosahatchee River, the Marine Lab staff 
erected PVC footprints for manatee herbivory excluders 
to protect existing and newly planted vegetation from 
the herbivores.  The next step will be to attach heavy-
duty fencing.  Tape grass (Vallisneria americana) that was 
grown at the Marine Lab in large tanks was transplanted 
into the river in strategic locations.  These locations his-
torically exhibited grass but due to high salinities in the 
river during the dry season, algal blooms, and manatee 
herbivory much of the grass has been depleted.  Since 
planting began in May, almost 4,000 individual shoots of 
tape grass and widgeon grass (Ruppia maritima) have been 
planted in the river and have shown some expansion.  

The Marine Lab’s oyster restoration projects are oc-
curring at Tarpon Bay, San Carlos Bay, and Matlacha 
Pass.  The goal of the project is to build up depleted 
oyster reefs with substrate to increase oyster abundance.  
Because 90%-to-95% of oysters have been lost from this 
area, restoring the reefs will help improve water quality, 
will be a food source for local birds and fish, and will 
also be habitat in which crabs, snails, and fish can thrive.  

Work began with a staff work day on November 2, 2015. 
Volunteer events began the next day on November 3 and 
have been occurring three days each week.  The work days 
involve shoveling fossilized shell into buckets, loading the 
buckets onto a trailer, transferring the buckets to a barge, 

See Oysters on Page 3
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Sea turtles broke nesting records on our beaches again 
in 2015, with an impressive 522 nests laid on Sanibel and 
132 laid on Captiva! Although this is the most nests ever 
documented on Sanibel, coyotes continue to present a 
challenge to sea turtle nests laid here on our beaches.  

Coyotes were once strictly found in the western U.S., 
but they expanded their range into Florida in the late 
1970s. Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC) describes coyotes as a native or naturalized 
species, and not exotic to Florida.  The presence of coy-
otes has now been documented in all 67 Florida counties. 
Since the first confirmed sighting on Sanibel in 2011, the 
depredation rate of sea turtle nests increased from 9% in 
2011 to 32% in 2014, but decreased in 2015. Mamma-
lian depredation is considered a serious problem when the 
predators are disturbing more than 10% of the nests laid. 

This year a huge effort was made by sea turtle volun-
teers to reduce the impacts of coyotes on sea turtle nests. 
Over the course of the season, 63% (416 out of 654)  of 
our nests were screened to protect eggs from predators. 
The management technique proved effective in most cas-
es and our depredation rate decreased from 32% in 2014 
to just under 15% in 2015. 

We also continued to monitor coyote behavior us-
ing wildlife cameras mounted behind nests. Over two 
nesting seasons (2014 and 2015), five cameras were 
mounted for a total of 1,231 nights and collected 3,328 
pictures of coyotes. Through these pictures we have cap-
tured a rare glimpse into the behavior of these elusive 
creatures on our beaches.

We know from morning surveys that predation oc-
curs almost everywhere on Sanibel’s beaches but is con-
centrated along the undeveloped stretch of beach from 

Bowman’s Beach to Blind Pass. This pattern corresponds 
with our camera images showing increased nighttime coy-
ote presence on the same stretch of beach. Coyotes are 
seen almost every night in this area.

Coyotes generally target our nests near the end of 
incubation and on some beaches they are known to eat 
hatchlings as they are emerging. One of the primary ob-
jectives of the camera study was to determine how much 
hatchling depredation is occurring on Sanibel. Eight 
depredation events were captured on camera, and three 
were confirmed as hatchling depredation. The number of 
hatchlings eaten during these events ranged from approxi-
mately 15-25. 

Informal observations from the cameras also provided 
interesting and useful information about family dynam-
ics and learned behaviors. A pup was seen for the first 
time on our cameras on September 16, 2015. The pup 
and an adult female were observed eating a total of 59 sea 
turtle eggs from a nest near Beach Access 2. Nine days 
later the pup was seen at the same nest, but this time the 
pup was roaming the beach alone.  Also for the first time, 
and at the same nest, we observed three coyotes traveling 
together on the beach. It is not uncommon to see pairs 
wandering along the beach, but prior to this picture on 
September 24, 2015, we had never observed more than 
two at the same time. The group of three was likely a fam-
ily unit with one adult and two almost fully grown pups. 
Fortunately they did not damage the sea turtle nest. 

Sanibel biologists are collaborating with coyote ex-
perts to better understand coyote biology and determine 
where to focus management efforts to reduce the impacts 
to sea turtles and other protected species on the island.

Left:  A mother a pup on September 16, 2015.  Right:  Three coyotes, most likely an adult and two almost fully grown pups 
on September 24, 2015.

Coyotes and Sea Turtles
By Kelly Sloan, Sea Turtle Coordinator
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As of 12/1/15

Watch Your Mail!
The Annual Fund Drive brochure should be 

arriving by mail shortly. Please take a moment to 
read it and consider all the important programs 
and initiatives made possible by your annual op-
erating support. 

SCCF keeps a balanced and conservative bud-
get. Your tax-deductible gift to the Annual Fund Drive is 
essential for funding SCCF’s mission-related work. Thank 
you in advance for making your most generous contribution. 
Please use the reply envelope mailed with the brochure, or 
donate online at www.sccf.org. 

Please call Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768 with ques-
tions and instructions for gifts of stock and wire transfers. 

Thank you! Thank you!

$645K
 to go!
$645K
 to go!

$80K$80K

$725K$725K

2015-2016
annual Fund drive

2015-2016
annual Fund drive

and spreading the fossilized shell onto the restoration site.  
In two and a half weeks (eight work days), staff and vol-
unteers have nearly completed restoration at the Tarpon 
Bay restoration site by moving over 3,200 buckets of shell 

weighing over 50 tons.   
San Carlos Bay restoration will begin next, followed 

by Matlacha Pass restoration, which will be completed by 
a contractor.

Oysters -- Continued from Page 1
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Matlacha Pass Aquatic Preserve

Natural Resource Policy Update
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
2016 Legislative Session 

The Florida legislative session that begins in Jan-
uary will look a bit like last year’s session regarding 
natural resource issues, with Fracking and Water bills 
coming back again this year.  We will need everyone’s 
voice to speak up and let our elected officials know 
what we want.   

If you haven’t yet used our new communications 
tool we hope you will try it; it makes getting your 
thoughts to elected and appointed officials easier than 
ever!  Just sign up for our newsletter on our home 
page (www.sccf.org) and you will automatically receive 
our alerts.  Our alerts are timed for the greatest impact 
and drafted with a message that you can change or 
edit before sending.  

In the fall we did send a message during com-
mittee weeks when votes were being taken on Frack-
ing.  One of our supporters is very concerned about 
fracking after seeing the impact in her home state of 
West Virginia.  She used the system to craft her own 
message to warn Florida’s legislators against Fracking 
and agreed to allow us to reprint it (right).  Personal 
letters are powerful messages to elected officials.  So 
join us during the season and let your voice be heard.   

Politicians are fond of saying that if no one is 
happy with a bill then they must have crafted a bal-
anced rule.   In my opinion this is a symptom of a 
large problem about representing the interests of the 
public, protecting public resources upon which we all 
presumably have equal interests and balancing these 
public interests against those of regulated industry.   

Great public injustices and dis-service has been 
promoted by the “if no one likes it I must be doing 
something right” rationalization.  It infers that all 
concerns are equally balanced and weighted, when 
in fact the interests of a user profiting from the free 
access to a public resource is inherently not equal to 
the affected public speaking up to protect a resource 
from contamination or depletion.  Think fracking 
where permits do not regulate, limit or charge for 
the one-time use of a critical resource such as clean 
groundwater also used for drinking water.  The in-
dustry is allowed to use and contaminate the public 
resource and shifts the fiscal responsibility for clean-
up from the polluter who generates a private profit 
to the public taxpayer.  

Fracking Letter to Legislators from a Member  
We have had fracking here in West Virginia for 

about six years.  The industry makes a lot of money for 
out of state people; they don't hire our own workers.

The biggest problem is what they do to our envi-
ronment.  We are the state with good water.  Lots of 
rivers are here in our mountains.  Fracking takes our 
clean water, mixes it with carcinogens and chemicals, 
and shoots the mixture deep into our ground to break 
up the shale and extract the gas.

The process for a well is now a financial  burden 
instead of an asset.  Work lasts about eight years, and 
when they leave, the place looks like the surface of 
Mars.  That dirty water?  What is it doing to our aqui-
fer, or lakes and rivers?  The industry does not take its 
filthy water with them.

Their heavy trucks destroy our roads, and we have 
no money to repair them.  Our coal is now a financial 
burden and unable to sustain state finances.

Please do not let fracking destroy beautiful fragile 
Florida.

- Maureen Crockett
West Virginia Resident and Sanibel Visitor

Local Water Conditions 
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection is re-

sponsible for reviewing the water quality of Florida’s rivers, lakes, 
springs and estuaries to determine if they meet water quality 
standards established to protect public health, preserve aquatic 
habitat and wildlife, and assure safe and healthy fishing and rec-
reational uses.  Waters that are not meeting established standards 
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Aquatic Preserve
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are classified as “impaired” and in need of restoration.  
The coastal waters of Matlacha Pass, located between 

Cape Coral and Pine Island (map page 4, bottom) are 
designated as a state Aquatic Preserve.  Aquatic Preserves 
are the highest designation reserved for natural areas of 
the highest biodiversity and quality habitat that serve 
as critical nurseries for fish and other aquatic life.  The 
Aquatic Preserve program was created in 1975 to add pro-
tection for the natural conditions of these areas so "their 
aesthetic, biological, and scientific values may endure for 
the enjoyment of future generations."  To protect these 
areas, permits for development in the basins that drain to 
these outstanding waters are supposed to be reviewed at a 
higher level of scrutiny for the protection of water quality.  
Unfortunately, this summer Matlacha Pass was added to 
the list of impaired waters due to excess nitrogen. 

This reflects a trend of degradation in local waters.  Mat-
lacha Pass now joins the Caloosahatchee Estuary, Billy Creek, 
Daughtrey Creek, Yellow Fever Creek, Manuel Branch, 
Trout Creek, Hendry Creek, and the Imperial River as Lee 

County waters that are officially impaired for pollutants.  
With the improving economy, our area is once again 

experiencing rapid growth and development.  This will 
bring more paved surfaces and additional storm water, 
fertilizer, pesticides and pet waste to the waters where we 
swim, fish and enjoy nature.   

First we must recognize that each of us contributes 

See Policy on Page 6

Each of us can help improve our water quality
•	 Leave	places	for	standing	water	and	leave	wide	bor-

ders between paved surfaces and wetlands, ponds 
and water edges. 

•	 Let	 standing	 water	 naturally	 recede	 after	 storms.		
Draining it away means it’s not able to remove pol-
lutants or recharge our drinking water aquifer and is 
washing pollutants into the river, bay and gulf.  

•	 Plant	native	so	you	won’t	need	as	much	or	any	fertil-
izer or pesticides.  

•	 Pick	up	after	your	pet.	

Xavier Cortada, “Large Mouth Bass” digital art, “Bottlenose Dolphin” digital art; “Kemps ridley Sea Turtle” 
digital art, “Small Tooth Sawfish” digital art, all 2015; www.cortada.com © 2015 Xavier Cortada

SCCF commissioned  (through grant funding from 
the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation) Miami-based artist 
Xavier Cortada to create four original pieces of art that were 
printed on postcards that you can use to write to Florida 
state leaders.  The cards depict some of the wildlife that de-
pends upon clean water in the Caloosahatchee, the estuary 
and the Gulf (see Page 11 for more about the art).

Rae Ann Wessel and the Sanibel League of Women 
Voters will take the cards to Tallahassee to personally 
present to legislators as part of Everglades Action Day at 

the end of January.  During last year’s session, legislators 
not only attempted to pass a number a damaging frack-
ing and water bills, they also deliberately chose to ognore 
the express intent of 75% of the voters (4.2 million peo-
ple) to allocate Amendment 1 funds primarily for land 
acquisition through the Florida Forever program. 

If you want to fill out a card, they are available by 
request in the Nature Center.  Please see Kristie Anders, 
give her a call at 472-2329 or email kanders@sccf.org.

Let our State Leaders Know!
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to the problem and each of us can 
do something.  

Second, we must insist permit-
ting requirements be improved.  What 
we have done has not protected these 
resources, and adding more develop-
ment will only further erode condi-
tions.  Water bills in the upcoming 
session could further streamline per-
mitting and eliminate some oversight, 
allowing polluted water to run untreat-
ed into our recreational waters.  Once 
our lakes, rivers and bays are polluted 
and impaired, it is dramatically more 
expensive and difficult to clean up and 
the cost is shifted from the polluters 
onto the taxpayers.  Think greater Ev-

erglades and our own local waters that 
are now impaired.  

Third we must insist that the leg-
islature spends Amendment 1 money 
for the purpose the taxpayers intended: 
buying and restoring land and water.  
The key to improving both water qual-
ity and water supply is land.   If water 
is held, it can be cleaned and filtered 
naturally, and aquifers can be recharged 
naturally.  Particles settle out, plants can 
absorb excess nutrients, and the water 
can percolate into the ground where it 
is treated by the soil and recharges the 
underground aquifer we use for drink-
ing water.  Last session some legislators 
argued the state already owns too much 
land.  But land is what supplies, cleans 

and stores our drinking water.  As Flor-
ida’s population grows, more land, not 
less, will be needed to assure adequate 
supplies of clean water that we and our 
estuaries, rivers, lakes and springs can-
not survive without.   

Conservation 20/20
In our own backyard we must pro-

tect the Conservation 2020 program 
that Lee County voters supported in 
1996 to buy conservation lands for 
parks, wildlife corridors and recreation.  
These lands, which improve our quality 
of life and support our property values, 
can also improve water quality.  But as 
recent developments have shown, we 

Policy -- Cont. from Page 5

See 20/20 on Page 8

The aerial inset shows Pine Lake Preserve outlined in yellow.  In the Conservation 20/20 map, it is #119, and it abuts 
CREW.  In the lower left corner of Pine Lake in the inset 20/20 map, there is a red line outlining another 20/20 parcel 
(#301-3), which would be cut off from CREW lands if Pine Lake Preserve is developed.

Pine Lake Preserve
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Please note:
the BaileY FaMilY house 

Will Be oPen to the PuBlic 
earlY in 2016

— Look for an announcement —

1300 PeriWinKle WaY

hours:  8:30 a.M. - 5 P.M., MondaY-FridaY

10:00 a.M. - 3 P.M. on saturdaY (Jan. 9 — april)

Native Landscapes & 
Garden Center

the old nurserY at the nature center is closed

Bailey Homestead PreserveBailey Homestead Preserve

Nursery staff and volunteers on Opening Day.  
Left to right:  Jenny Evans, Becca Grotrian, Liz Beans, Joan Rogers,  
Emily Harrington, Judy Evans, Jess McCullough, Sue Ramos and 
Shannan Webb.

Join SCCF’s Native Landscapes & Garden Center as they explore What’s Growing, A Look at Sustainable 
Agriculture in Southwest Florida.  First up is a visit to Inyoni Farms, a 6-acre USDA-certified organic farm in 
Collier County.  The farm specializes in vegetables, herbs and flowers, nurtured from seed and handpicked 
daily.  There will be a tour of the farm, a 3 course vegetarian lunch, a culinary demonstration of recipes from 
the lunch and a bag of farm fresh produce.  Cost is $65 per person; reservations and payment in advance re-
quired; please call 472-2329.  Friday, February 12, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

What’s groWing:  a looK at sustainaBle agriculture in sW Florida
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cannot take them for granted.  A Conservation 2020 par-
cel called Pine Lake Preserve (map Page 6), located in Lee 
County’s water recharge area, has been added to a short list 
for construction of a high school in Bonita Springs.  How 
does preserve land purchased and restored by the taxpayers 
for conservation make a short list of candidates for a high 
school?  Good question.  We are working with community 
leaders to remove this site from consideration.  The 2020 
program has spent just under $1 million on restoration of 
the site, which is 60% wetlands.  The management plan for 
the site identifies water quality projects for reducing pol-

lution.  For many reasons this is an inappropriate site for 
consideration as anything other than a preserve with water 
quality projects.  We need to let our County Commissioners 
know we support Conservation 2020 and expect them to 
protect and support the program, too.  

Issues such as this and Amendment 1 highlight why, 
in a democracy, we must stay engaged.  A representative 
democracy only works if we vote, work with elected offi-
cials to serve the community interests, and then hold them 
accountable.  We have a chance to hold them accountable 
this November.  Stay informed and stay involved.  

The State’s Babcock management plan:
•	 Rolls	back	water,	wildlife	and	habitat	protections	 in	

the current plan and deemphasizes the critical values, 
protections and projects provided by Babcock lands 
for water resources such as Telegraph Swamp and 
Telegraph Creek and needed water quality projects.  

•	 Expands	 cattle,	 timber	 and	 row	 crop	 uses	 without	
limits to assure sustainable harvest or sustainable hab-
itats are maintained to support protected species.  

•	 Cypress	 harvesting	 and	 stump	 harvesting	 has	 been	
added back in where it was prohibited in the current 
plan on Lee County land.

•	 Requires	only	one	environmental	assessment	over	the	
10-year period while timber, cattle, hunting, burning 
and other resource activities are ongoing.  Environ-
mental or ecological damage will not be identified or 
management activities adjusted in real time to prevent 
further damage if you don’t do this concurrently with 
annual management decisions.  We ask that environ-
mental assessments be done annually in conjunction 
with ranch management activities.

•	 Makes	 no	 distinction	 between	 the	 property	 in	 Lee	
and Charlotte counties even though the 5,620.36 
acres  in Lee county were purchased by Lee County 
taxpayers through Conservation 2020, an ad valorum 
tax assessment.  As a result the land in Lee County has 
a local review and management process in place that 
they have paid for and that must be recognized and 
accommodated in the plan.

•	 All	 references	 to	 the	 Lee	 County	 land	 must	 reflect	
this distinction and be referred to as the Bob Janes 
Preserve.  Any management changes must come be-
fore the appointed Conservation Land Acquisition 
Stewardship Advisory Committee (CLASAC) and be 
adopted by the Lee County Board of County Com-
missioners.

•	 This	draft	plan	 rolls	back	nearly	 all	 the	 educational	
and learning lab components in the original plan and 
references only “master naturalists’ as an interested 
volunteer group.  There are many, many other groups 
involved and interested.  

It’s our Preserve — Make Your Voice Heard!  
Don’t let Tallahassee cut local voices out of Babcock Ranch.  You’ll find emails for the Department of Agriculture 
and Lee BOCC at sccf.org on our Home Page “Current Issues/Babcock.”

Babcock Ranch
Thanks to everyone who spoke up, wrote a message 

or attended the State’s hastily noticed November meeting 
on the Draft 10-year Managment Plan for Babcock Ranch.  
The draft plan was crafted in Tallahassee without input 
from local land managers and it cuts out local interests and 
restrictions we worked to get in the original plan.  They 
heard loud and clear that we demand a voice in how Bab-
cock Ranch will be managed over the next 10 years.  So 

they committed to schedule a local public workshop at a 
date to be set in January or February to take public input.  

In the meantime, they will be updating the current 
draft to reflect comments submitted in writing.  So we 
strongly urge folks to take a look at the plan and sub-
mit comments to the addresses listed below.   You can 
compare the 2008 current plan and draft 2015 plan on 
our website, sccf.org on our Home Page “Current Issues/
Babcock.”

20/20 -- Continued from Page 6

Watershed Adventure to Babcock on February 4 — If you’ve never been to Babcock, Dee Serage has scheduled a 
field trip.  See Pg. 15 for more info.
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The C43 reservoir is underway!  
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
is working with the South Florida 
Water Management District to final-
ize their Project Partnership Agree-
ment (PPA) for the C43 West Basin 
Reservoir, which will store water for 
the Caloosahatchee.  The PPA details 
how project expenses are credited be-
tween the agencies.  The state is al-
ways ahead of the federal government 
by contract since the state  is obli-
gated to purchase  the land on which 
projects are built.  So getting a PPA 
signed assures that they will get credit 
for the investment already made.   

The C43 West Basin Reservoir 
will  be built on 11,000 acres in Hen-
dry County off SR 80.  The project is 
designed to hold 170,000 acre-feet of 
the 450,000 acre-feet needed in the 
Caloosahatchee watershed.  The C43 
site is designed to provide flows for the 
dry season.  Additional storage is des-
perately needed in the Caloosahatchee 

watershed to store and treat excess wa-
ter that originates in the watershed.

In 2014, 91% of excess water 
came from our watershed while only 
9% of flows came from the lake.  In 
2013, the year we endured massive 
flooding for over four months, over 
half of the excess flows originated in 
the watershed, not the lake.  The wa-
tershed encompasses 840,000 acres 

along both the north and south sides 
of the 75-mile-long river in Lee, 
Hendry and Glades counties.  With 
a watershed of this size clearly the 
C43 reservoir is only one piece of the 
storage puzzle, much more is needed.  
Further east another project, Lake 
Hicpochee, is making progress with 
the restoration of the historic lake 
bottom as a treatment marsh.  

Greater Everglades Restoration Update
Caloosahatchee

Lake 
Hicpochee

Lake O

C43 Reservoir:  
170,000 a.f.

Caloosahatchee

Google base map

Why should we care about these projects?
Sanibel sits like a catcher’s mitt where the Caloosahatchee connects to our coastal waters.  The river and greater Ever-

glades have a significant influence on the quality and habitat of coastal waters.  Too much water, too little water and the 
quality of the water are challenges that will need a series of projects to address, including C43 to help provide some dry 
season flows and storage south of Lake O to reduce excess estuary flows.  No one project can do it all but they all help.

Telegraph Swamp on Babcock

Photo by Chris Wessel
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Restoration Strategies Progress  
Restoration Strategies is the 

name the SFWMD gave to a 
series of projects the state has 
agreed to build to improve water 
quality in the Everglades.  The 
first two projects in the $880 
million commitment are near-
ing completion (see Restoration 
Strategies box below left).

The SFWMD also has be-
gun construction on the Bolles 
East Canal upgrade. The project 
will enhance flexibility for mov-
ing stormwater from the Ever-
glades Agricultural Area (EAA) 
into wetlands that improve the 
quality of water before it reaches 
the Everglades.   

Everglades Restoration
The SFWMD has approved expansion of two Stormwater Treatment Areas (STAs) designed to treat and improve 

water quality for the Everglades.    In West Palm Beach, STA 1 West  will be expanded from 6,700 acres to 11,300 acres 
to improve phosphorus removal from storm water flowing into the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife 
Refuge and the greater Everglades.  A second expansion of 1,800 acres in STA-1W will be accomplished in the future 
to further increase treatment capacity.

Stormwater Treatment Area 1 East will also be modified with a structure to increase flow capacity from 1,580 cu-
bic feet per second (cfs) to 3,600 cfs to improve the distribution of water to the STA during high flow periods.   

Greater Everglades Restoration Update

Restoration Strategies Projects  
•	 A-1	Flow	Equalization	Basin	(FEB):	60,000	acre-feet	of	water	storage	capacity	to	store	peak	stormwater	flows.	

Water can be moved from the basin into STAs at a steady rate to optimize the wetlands’ performance and 
achieve water quality improvement targets.
- Construction utilized 16,500 cubic yards of concrete, 2,100 tons of steel and 21 miles of levees.

•	 The	site	is	west	of	U.S.	27	in	Palm	Beach	County.
•	 L-8	Flow	Equalization	Basin	(FEB):	Designed	to	operate	like	an	overflow	storage	and	surge	tank,	the	project	is		

located on a 950-acre former rock mine.
- The deep-ground reservoir is capable of storing 45,000 acre-feet of water.
- Initially, this project will function as a multipurpose FEB to capture, store and deliver water to STA-1 East, 

STA-1 West, the Loxahatchee River and for other restoration purposes. 
- When the STA-1 West expansion is completed and in-basin storage for the Loxahatchee River comes online, 

the L-8 FEB will transition to primarily delivering consistent flows needed to optimize performance of STA-
1 East and STA-1 West.
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Caloosahatchee CLEER Goes Mainland

Artist Xavier Cortada

Special Education Programs In January

Xavier Cortada, “Kemps ridley Sea Turtle” digital art, 
2015; www.cortada.com © 2015 Xavier Cortada

The Robert Rauschenberg Foundation presented SCCF with an innovation grant.  This project has allowed SCCF 
to experiment with different ways to communicate our messages about water quality and the Caloosahatchee, provid-
ing funding for the concerts and the artwork of Xavier Cortada.   
•	 January	30,	the	Caloosahatchee	CLEER	concert	and	commentary	project	will	be	traveling	to	LaBelle.	Teaming	up	

with an event developed by Arts of the Inland, the musicians will have the Caloosahatchee behind their stage as 
they entertain. Meanwhile SCCF staff will be collecting notes from people in the audience to send to Tallahassee 
about what clean water means to them. As a special twist, artist Xavier Cortada will be on hand to talk about the 
four pieces of art he created for SCCF and some of his other projects.  (See more about Cortada on Page 5.)  If you 
decide to venture out, the program is at Baron Park, almost next door to the Curtis honey store and adjacent to the 
bridge where Highway 29 crosses the Caloosahatchee.   

•	 January	31,	Caloosahatchee	CLEER	songwriter	Austin	Church	will	join	bluegrass	musicians	for	the	Calusa	Nature	
Center’s Blues on the Porch. Xavier Cortada and SCCF staff will also be on hand for casual one-on-one conversa-
tions about current water conditions and how clean water initiatives are progressing in Tallahassee.  The Calusa 
Nature Center is at 3450 Ortiz just north of Colonial Boulevard near I-75. 

Miami-based artist Xavier Cortada was commissioned 
to create four original pieces of art for SCCF depicting 
some of the wildlife that depends upon clean water in 
the Caloosahatchee, the estuary and the Gulf.  On Friday, 
January 29 at 1 p.m., he will be at SCCF to talk about the 
inspirations that fuel his prolific work.  

The dolphin, sawfish, bass and sea turtle were chosen 
as wildlife representatives after several discussions we held 
while conducting sea turtle surveys on Captiva. Xavier 
was on Captiva at the Rauschenberg Residency Program. 
His commissioned art pieces for SCCF were funded by 
the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation.

Xavier has worked with organizations all over the 
world to bring a visual representation of remarkable habi-
tats and accomplishments.

One of his recent projects is was to highlight the dis-
covery of the Higgs boson at the CERN Particle Accel-
erator Lab. He was part of a TED talk about the project. 
Xavier is currently Artist in Residence at Florida Interna-
tional University.

Cortada has worked with scientists and schools for sea 
grass restoration, mangrove plantings and water resourc-
es. People can view a sampling of his work via Google 
Images.

On Friday, January 29 at 1 p.m., Xavier will be talking 
about the inspirations that fuel his prolific work. Come 
listen to and meet Xavier at SCCF’s Nature Center.
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Butterfly House

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.  
Human uses of florida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.   

Walking trails & oBservation toWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a bird’s 
eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.      

Wildlife exHiBits

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look 
at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty 
the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.

On Your Own at the Nature Center

20th Year of  Oxbow & Riverlore Cruises 
Wow, 20 years already?  We hope you’ll join us on one of our 
many cruises over the next several months to experience the 

beauty of the historic 
Caloosahatchee.  The 
boat has new owners 
who have made signi-
fiAcant up[grades to the 
boat featuring all new 

Environmental Educator Richard Finkel led a group of Sanibel School 
middle school students from the Nature Journalists Class on a tour of 
the Pick Preserve.  Several ibis dropped in to observe the observers.

Sanibel School Journalism Students at the Pick Preserve

equipment and padded seats.  Make your reservations soon so you don’t miss 
the chance to celebrate our river.  Please call 472-2329, $45 per person.  Res-
ervations required in advance.

Cruise Dates:  Sunday January 24, 2016, Sunday February 14, 
Sunday February 28, Sunday March 13, Sunday April 10, and 
Mothers Day, Sunday May 8, 2016

Rae Ann Wessel and Capt. John 
Cookman on the upgraded boat.
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To register or for more information, please call:
Jean at The Dunes (239/472-3522)

or Tournament Co-chairs:
Lisa Cochrane (239/246-8875) 
Dee Century (239/472-2329)

Save the Date
24th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament

   
January 30 and 31, 2016

at The  Dunes Golf & Tennis Club

tHe Bees of saniBel & CaPtiva

Even though honeybees get all the credit for pollination, 
some experts believe that the native bees may be doing 
60% of the work.  Join Dee for an up close and personal 
photographic story of the lives of native and non-native 
bees of Sanibel and Captiva.  You might also get to see live 
male green orchid bees at the scent station set up for them 
by the butterfly house.  Did you know that male bees do 
not have stingers?  Wednesday, January 20 at 10 a.m. in the 
Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with mem-
bers and children free.

BoBCat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, January 6 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

CaloosaHatCHee oxBoW & riverlore Cruise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reserva-
tions and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is lim-
ited, call 472-2329.  Cruise dates:  Friday, Nov. 27, 2015 
(day after Thanksgiving) and on Sundays in 2016: Jan. 24, 
Feb. 14 & 28, Mar. 13, Apr. 10 and May 8 (Mother’s Day)

tHe City tHat almost Wasn’t and tHe saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural sys-
tems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and the 
shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This work 
led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the Sanibel 
Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the preserva-
tion of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we all 
enjoy today. Wednesday, January 13 at 1:30 p.m.  Cost of the 
program is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for 
free.  The City turned 40 in November 2014.

Cleer ConCerts

There will be two Caloosahatchee CLEER (Create, Learn, 
Exchange, Entertain & Read) concerts with JRobert 
Houghtaling from Marco and Austin Church from Cocoa 
Beach performing new and familiar tunes.  They  will be 
in LaBelle on January 30, at Baron Park, adjacent to the 
Highway 29 bridge over the Caloosahatchee.  On Janu-
ary 31, CLEER songwriter Austin Church will join blue-
grass musicians for the Calusa Nature Center’s Blues on 
the Porch.  Both days, SCCF staff and artist Xavier Cor-
tada will be on hand; Cortada created four pieces of art 
for SCCF, intending to call attention to the issues facing 
the Caloosahatchee.  Read more on Page 11.  The Calusa 
Nature Center is in Fort Myers at 3450 Ortiz, just north of 
Colonial Boulevard near I-75.  Both events are free.

Cortada on His art

Miami-based artist Xavier Cortada was commissioned to 
create four original pieces of art for SCCF depicting some 
of the wildlife that depends upon clean water in the Ca-
loosahatchee, the estuary and the Gulf.   On Friday, Janu-

SCCF January 2016  Program Schedule

continued right...
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SCCF January 2016  Program Schedule
ary 29 at 1 pm, Xavier will be talking about the inspira-
tions that fuel his prolific work. Come listen to and meet 
Xavier at SCCF’s Nature Center.  Read more on Page 8.   

Coyote and Bear tales

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented on 
the island; the black bear was relocated to northern Florida.  
Come and learn about the behaviors of these two new spe-
cies.  Coyotes have now moved into every county in Florida.  
Both human and bear populations are growing in Florida.  
Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from insects and fruits.  
Wednesday, January 13 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. 
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

sustainaBle agriCulture in sW florida

Join SCCF’s Native Landscapes & Garden Center as they 
explore What’s Growing, A Look at Sustainable Agricul-
ture in Southwest Florida.  First up is a visit to Inyoni 
Farms, a 6-acre USDA-certified organic farm in Collier 
County.  The farm specializes in vegetables, herbs and 
flowers, nurtured from seed and handpicked daily.  There 
will be a tour of the farm, a 3 course vegetarian lunch, a 
culinary demonstration of recipes from the lunch and a 
bag of farm fresh produce.  Friday, February 12, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.  Cost is $65 per person; reservations and payment 
in advance required; please call 472-2329. 
 

 tank talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesdays, January 5 
and 19 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.

tides, Currents & florida sHelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Wednesday, January 20 
at 1:30 p.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. 
Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

   
turtle traCks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 

beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, January 14 and 28 at 
10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

WatersHed adventure at tHe BaBCoCk ranCH

In 2006 the State of Florida and Lee County purchased  
73,239 Acres of the 91,361-acre Crescent B Ranch, now 
called The Babcock Ranch Preserve. The Preserve protects 
regionally import water resources with outflow into the 
Caloosahatchee river.  The beautiful Telegraph Cypress 
Swamp and Telegraph Creek are at the heart of this pre-
serve.  Join SCCF for a Watershed Adventure and swamp 
buggy tour of this working ranch on Thursday, February 
4.  $40  with lunch included.   Reservations are required.  
Call 472-2329 for more information. 

Weeds, seeds & Birds
SCCF’s Weeds ‘N Seeds and Birding the Preserves will be 
offered together this season.  Since many birders are also 
plant lovers, the walks this year will combine finding and 
identifying native plants on Sanibel while also enjoying 
a variety of birds.  The group meets at the Nature Cen-
ter porch and then carpools to one of SCCF’s preserves.  
Walks last for two hours.  Depending on the location vis-
ited, you may need parking money.  Please bring a hat, 
water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed shoes with 
socks.  Monday, January 18 and 25 at 9 a.m., meet on the 
Nature Center porch.  Walks are free but donations to SCCF 
are welcome.  Please call 472-2329 for more information.

WildfloWer & Pollinator Walk

Join Dee for a “Wildflower and Pollinator Walk” at SCCF’s 
Native Landscapes & Garden Center’s new pollinator gar-
den at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.  See who is nectar-
ing on the hundreds of wildflowers and learn the native 
butterfly host plants.  Tuesday, January 12 and Friday, 
January 22 at 11 a.m.  There is no charge but advance 
reservations are required.   Call 472-2329.  PLEASE 
NOTE:  The Bailey Family house will NOT be open 
until early 2016.  Look for an announcement.

Male carpenter bee 
waiting for a female

Photo by Luc Century
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Mon. - Fri. — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Sat. from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. starting Jan. 9, 2016 and through April 

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	&	Touch	Tank

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

John Morse 
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Ron Gibson - President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements- Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2016
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce

Tom Price 
Paul Roth
Richard Shipley

Kristie Anders
Sarah Bridenbaugh

Cheryl Giattini
Chris Lechowicz

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal habitats and aquatic resources 

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF
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SCCF MeMber Update

FebrUary 2016

Return of the Glass Lizard
By Chris Lechowicz, Director-wildlife Habitat Management/Herpetologist

Glass lizards (Genus Ophisaurus) are legless lizards 
that are found primarily in eastern North America (most-
ly the southeastern U.S.).  Other species of glass lizards, 

in the Family Anguidae, are found in Europe and Asia. 
Snakes and lizards are both in the taxonomic Order Squa-
mata, unlike other branches of reptiles that are in sepa-
rate Orders (Crocodilia – crocodilians, Testudines - turtles, 
etc.). Lizards and snakes are in separate suborders (lizards 
– Lacertilia, snakes - Serpentes).  There are four species of 
glass lizards in Florida. The species known from Sanibel 
Island is the eastern glass lizard (Ophisaurus ventralis).

They are often mistaken for snakes, due to their lack 
of limbs, but there are some very noticeable differences 
between snakes and glass lizards.  Glass lizards have eye-
lids, unlike snakes that are not able to shut their eyes. 
They also have external ears (actual orifices on the side of 
the head) unlike snakes.  Lizards, especially glass lizards… 
hence their name, have the ability to drop their tail to 
escape predators. This tail is then regenerated over time. 
Snakes do not have this ability. The tail of a glass lizard is 
approximately 2/3 the length of the entire animal. If you 
were to touch a glass lizard you would notice that they 
are much harder and more rigid (and less flexible) than 
snakes. Our North American glass lizards are insect eat-
ers and are oviparous (lay eggs). Their habitat is primarily 
sandy uplands. They can disappear in sand or loose soil 
very quickly as they are primarily a fossorial species.

The only known glass lizard on Sanibel, until the redis-
covery in 2012, was in 1959 on Lindgren Boulevard before 
the causeway was constructed. Over a half a century passed 
before a second one was discovered on Island Inn Road 
after being hit by a car. It was brought to CROW and died 
shortly after. The following year, a second one was found 

See Glass Lizards on Page 2

The glass lizard was found in the Nature Center parking lot 
by Victor Young, a Field Technician with our Wildlife Habi-
tat Management program.
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Rat Poison Found in American Bald Eagle, Ozzie
By Dee Serage-Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

Glass Lizards -- Continued from Page 1

According to CROW’s Hospital Director, Dr. Heather 
Barron, the necropsy results for Ozzie the American Bald 
Eagle showed rodenticide exposure (brodifacoum).  As of 
March 31, 2015 this second-generation anticoagulant ro-
denticde in 12 D-con products are no longer being dis-
tributed to retailers and are now banned in the consumer 
(homeowner) market.  But the new EPA regulations do not 
affect the professional pesticide industry; they are still al-
lowed to use these second-generation rat poisons:  brodi-
facoum, bromaiolone, difenacoum, and difethialone.

According to Common Sense Pest Control based in 
Berkeley, California, brodifacoum is responsible for about 
74% of reported pet poisonings and — in areas where it is 
used — at least 11% of the raptors maybe at lethal risk for 
secondary poisoning… meaning the eagle, owl, or hawk 
that eats the rat that ate the poison.  Sometimes a rat may 
eat the poison 20-40 times before it dies.  Even if the 
poisoned rat does not kill an animal, sublethal amounts 
make them more susceptible to disease and accidents, and 
build up over time in their system.  One study in Cali-
fornia showed that 90% of bobcats in an area had been 
poisoned with rat poisons.  These poisons can also effect 
reproduction in raptors.

So what can you do to help the islands’ raptors, fox, 
and bobcats?  Do not use rat poisons of any kind!  Help 
your neighbors understand that their use of these poisons 
affects wildlife.  Tell your pest control company to not use 

poisons but to, instead, find and plug up the ways rats are 
entering your home.  Use snap traps or battery operated 
traps to catch the rats (photos below).  Try using a pro-
fessional wildlife removal business instead of a pesticide 
company for rat control. 

Barn Owls no longer nest on Sanibel.  Has anyone 
spotted a Great Horned owl nest in the last couple of 
years?   Help put an end to this silent and deadly assault 
on our wildlife… just say no to rat poisons.

on Island Inn Road. An unconfirmed specimen was found in 2014 near 
the SCCF Wildlife Habitat Management Building on Sanibel-Captiva 
Road. In 2015, two confirmed specimens were documented in Decem-
ber (one on Island Inn Road and the other in the main SCCF Nature 
Center parking lot).

Although we do not know exactly why they are now showing up in 
the Sanibel Gardens/SCCF Center Tract area after over 50 years of ab-
sence, the most plausible explanation is that they were extirpated (extinct 
locally) on the island for several decades and were brought back to the 
island, accidentally, with fill, sod, mulch, etc., in that location on the 
island. This population appears to be established due to the increasing 
frequency of detections and the various sizes of specimens documented. 
These unique native animals are extremely docile and pose no threat to 
people or their pets. We are very interested in documenting more speci-
mens and their rate of spread across the island, so please take photographs 
and document localities and send them to clechowicz@sccf.org.

SCCF Wildlife Habitat Management Director and Herpetologist Chris 
Lechowicz with the glass lizard.
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As of 1/1/2016

$375K
 to go!
$375K
 to go!

$350K$350K

$725K$725K

2015-2016
AnnuAl Fund drive

2015-2016
AnnuAl Fund drive

1300 PeriwinKle wAy

hours:  8:30 A.m. - 5 P.m., mondAy-FridAy

10:00 A.m. - 3 P.m. on sAturdAy (Jan. 9 — april)

Native Landscapes & 
Garden Center

the old nursery At the nAture Center is Closed

Bailey Homestead PreserveBailey Homestead Preserve

Thank You to an 
Anonymous Donor

On November 26, 2015 we received a generous do-
nation through the Network for Good from an anony-
mous donor.

We hope that you will get in touch with us so that 
we may properly thank you but, with or without a per-
sonalized response, please know that your gift is greatly 
appreciated!

Long-time SCCF supporters Marty and Enid Packard donated $10,000 which allowed the new Native Landscapes 
& Garden Center to purchase a golf cart (and trailer, not shown) which will be very helpful transporting people and 
plants in their new, larger space.  The Packards saw the gift idea in SCCF’s 2015-16 Gift Catalog.  Thanks once again 
to Marty and Enid, and thanks also to newly elected SCCF President Ron Gibson, who managed to bring in the pur-
chase (and rehab) of both the golf cart and the trailer for $10,000.  (You can find a link to the Gift Catalogue on our 
home page at sccf.org)  See above right for hours and location for the Native Landscapes & Garden Center.

Thanks for the Wheels!
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Green Orchid Bees Are Here
By Dee Serage-Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

Around 2003, the Green Orchid Bee, Euglossa dilemma, made landfall 
in the Port of Tampa.  Maybe a female nested in an incoming crate from 
Mexico, Central or South America.  This family of tropical bees pollinate 
many of the wild orchids in their home range, flying up to 30 miles in a 
day.  A male green orchid bee was observed on SCCF trails this summer 
in the Buckthorn Grove where the native butterfly orchid was in bloom.  
They are here!

Orchids make flowers that sometimes look like female bees.  They also 
make flowers that smell like female bees to attract the males.  Most orchids 
don’t make nectar which would attract the females to the flowers… it is 
the males that pollinate the orchids.  As the bees move about the flower, a 
pollinarium (a “glob” of pollen) sticks to the hairs on the back of the bee, 
and the bee then flies on to the next flower.   Seems it is all about olfactory 
perfumery with these two species.

The males collect aromatic oils that they scrape from the flower and 
store in pouches on their hind legs, called tibia.  They collect oils from 
many different aromatic plants, making their own individual fragrance.  Whoever has the best “perfume” gets to mate.  
You can make a scent station by applying clove oil to attract male green orchid bees.  Call Dee for details (472-2329).

Female green orchid bees collect pollen and nectar to feed their brood.  They also collect plant resins to build their 
brood cells and open and close their nest entrance.  The female lays an egg in each brood cell.  She feeds the larvae 
until they pupate.   She does not make worker bees like honeybees.  More than one female may share the nest site, each 
tending their own brood.  If you would like to provide a nesting box for female green orchid bees call Dee.

Top right:  A male green orchid bee approaching the scent station 
(also see photo below left).  Left:  Dee Serage standing by the pyramid 
trellis which holds the scent station.  She’s holding (right hand) a 
female green orchid bee nesting box and (left hand), a nesting box for 
bees like the leaf cutter bee, carpenter bee mimic and oil bee.  Below 
right:  Butterfly orchid in the buckthorn grove at the Nature Center.

To view green orchid bees, visit 
the butterfly house around 9 a.m. 
The males may be collecting oil at 
the scent station in the pyramid 
trellis.
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President’s Day, Monday, February 15 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., enjoy free admission to the Na-
ture Center and Trails including special exhibits by 
SCCF Marine Lab with marine animals that live in 
the sea grasses surrounding our islands. Also view 
our RECON and weather stations in action. Our 
Habitat Management team there for hands-on ex-
periences for people wanting to meet some of the 
more slithery creatures that live on the island. Learn 
more about SCCF’s extensive sea turtle research and 
monitoring program. The Native Plant Nursery will 
have its own treasure hunt. 

For decades one of the featured events is the Na-
ture Sounds Contest. If you can babble like a brook, 

hoot like an owl, cluck like a chicken or roar like a 
lion, then you can join in the fun. Add to that lem-
onade, hot dogs and chips. Join us for this free, fun-
filled, informative day. 

There will be a special program at 1 p.m. in the 
auditorium about the Pine Island Sound Eastern 
Indigo Snake Research and the captive breeding 
program in Florida.  Chris Lechowicz, Herpetolo-
gist and Director of Habitat Management, reminds 
us captive bred snakes may not be released into the 
wild but may be used for educational purposes.  
Find out what happened to the babies from last 
year’s successful project.

Open House

April 9,  6 p.m. at the SCCF Nature Center

Presenting Sponsor

Tickets will go on sale in March

Save the Date!  Save the Date!  Save the Date!  Save the Date!  

BEER IN THE BUSHES

Vote for your Favorite Beer:
SCCF 

People’s Choice Award
Featuring  

Local Craft Breweries

Scythian, the headliner at last year’s Beer in the Bushes.
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First Ding Darling Brush of Excellence Award to Artist Jaye Boswell
The SCCF Ding Darling Brush of Excellence Environmental 

Art Program is a new program honoring the link between conser-
vation and art. “Ding” Darling embodied extraordinary steward-
ship of the land and the wise use of our natural resources, and 
this new program honors artists who do the same.

Sanibel artist and retired teacher Jaye Boswell was named 
winner of the SCCF “Ding” Darling Brush of Excellence Envi-
ronmental Art Program Award. The newly created program an-
nually selects an artist who exemplifies the ties between art and 
the environment. 

Andrea Koss was at the Annual Meeting to present the award 
to Jaye, who created a special painting of “Ding” Darling’s fish 
house on Captiva (now part of the Rauschenberg estate).  She 
signed the painting with a brush that was used by “Ding” Dar-
ling.  Her painting will hang in the Nature Center until a draw-
ing on Earth Day (April 22), when the winner will be selected.  
Tickets are available for purchase at the Nature Center for $10.  
You do not need to be present at the Earth Day event to win.

Sanibel Artist Jaye Boswell signs her painting with a 
brush that belonged to J.N. “Ding” Darling.

SCCF Annual Meeting on December 15, 2015
SCCF’s Annual Meeting was held on December 15, 

2015.  Members voted in three nominees for the Board 
of Trustees:  Diane Neitzel and returning Trustees Claude 
Crawford, Ph.D., and Paul Roth.  Retiring from the Board 
this year were President Linda Uhler, Treasurer Don Rice 
and Dr. Ed Wheeler, who were honored for their valued 
contributions during the past four years.  At the Decem-
ber 16 Board meeting, the new Board elected as officers 
Ron Gibson as President, Gwenda Hiett-Clements as Vice 
President, Doug Ryckman as Treasurer, and Ran Niehoff 
as Secretary.  Also continuing their terms as Trustees are 

Chauncey Goss, Sandy Gross, Deborah La Gorce, John R. 
Morse, Mary Ellen Pfeifer, Tom Price and Richard Shipley.

Cheryl Giattini welcomed new Legacy Society Mem-
bers Gwenda and Len Clements, Bill and Ruth Brooks and, 
posthumously:  Charlotte Baker; Malcolm Beattie; Roni Jo 
Freer (accepted by relatives Kim and Joyce Ross); and John 
Schork (accepted by granddaughter Jennifer Logan).  

Also presented at the meeting was the first-ever 
SCCF Ding Darling Brush of Excellence Environmental 
Art Program award, which was awarded to island artist 
Jaye Boswell.

Executive Director Erick Lindblad and retiring President 
Linda Uhler presented a certificate of appreciation to outgo-
ing Treasurer Don Rice.  Linda Uhler was also honored 
(retiring Trustee Ed Wheeler was not present).

Newly elected SCCF Officers (from left):  Secretary Ran 
Niehoff, President Ron Gibson, Vice President Gwenda 
Hiett-Clements and Treasurer Doug Ryckman.
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During Nesting Season (February through August)
Many shorebird nests are posted, or staked off with 

signs and string to create symbolic fencing.  This gives 
the birds space to nest without disturbance from people 
or pets.  It is imperative to ensure these posted areas do 
not draw excessive attention and prolonged disturbance 
to nesting birds.

When photographing a bird on a nest:
•	 Remain behind the posted area.  No part of you or 

your camera equipment should go beyond the string 
or signs.  If the area around the nest is not staked 
off, you should remain far enough away to avoid dis-
turbing nesting birds (typically 300 feet).  If the birds 
show any sign of agitation as a result of your pres-
ence, please quietly and slowly retreat until the birds 
no longer appear agitated. 

•	 Never get close enough to cause the bird to leave 
its nest.  Please back off immediately if you flush a 
bird. Sometimes birds nest near the edge of a posted 
boundary, so even if you are outside the string, if the 
bird responds to you, you’re too close!

•	 Scan for predators.  Make sure there are no predators 
nearby such as raccoons, cats, and crows that may be 
attracted to human presence or scent.  Predators also 
are alert to movement, so by flushing a bird, you may 
inadvertently help predators notice birds that would 
otherwise have remained camouflaged.

•	 Don’t exceed 10 minutes.  Too much time near the nest 
may unduly stress the birds.  Be considerate and do not 
spend more than 10 minutes near the nest.  After 10 

minutes, all photographers should leave the nest area 
and wait at least three hours before returning.

•	 Don’t specify the nest’s exact location when sharing 
or publishing photos. Advertising the birds’ nesting 
location may draw additional disturbance to the area.

When photographing birds that are away from their 
nests, or birds with chicks:
•	 Stay at least 100 ft. away from the birds. Wait for the 

birds to approach you for closer shots.
•	 Don’t “push” birds around the beach.  Birds need to 

be able to feed and rest without disturbance.  Shore-
bird chicks must constantly forage to gain enough 
weight to fledge in time, so any time taken away from 
foraging is detrimental to their survival.

•	 Don’t litter on the beach.  Any type of litter on the beach 
can have adverse impacts upon the birds.  For example, 
scraps of human food may attract predators, and pieces 
of plastic may entrap and ultimately kill the birds.

Guidelines For Safely Photographing Island Shorebirds

Photographers massed and armed with 300+ mm lenses converge on a nesting shorebird (not on Sanibel).  Photo courtesy  
Ericka Herring.  Above right:  Sanibel snowy plover and chick, photo taken by SCCF following safety guidelines..

The Hunters...                                                     ... and the Hunted

Shorebird Nesting Guidelines for Photographers
The nesting season for snowy plovers begins in February.  Everyone loves to see the chicks but it’s very important 

that photographers respect the guidelines for safely photographing these endangered shorebirds.
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Butterfly House

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.  
Human uses of florida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.   

Walking trails & oBservation toWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a bird’s 
eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.      

Wildlife exHiBits

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there is an interactive exhibit about water quality and SCCF’s RECON sen-
sors.  There are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look at Indie the endangered Indigo 
snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, 
Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle.

On Your Own at the Nature Center

Marine Lab Welcomes Ashley Harner
Ashley Harner is a native Floridian, who received her B.A. 

in Environmental Studies at Florida Gulf Coast University. Dur-
ing her time at FGCU she interned with Rae Ann Wessel, who 
is the Natural Resource Policy Director at SCCF.  With Rae 
Ann, Ashley worked on reporting the weekly Caloosahatcheek 
Conditions Reports, developing fact sheets, researching land use 
and GIS, creating data, attending policy conference calls and 
meetings, as well as participating in post-legislative session bill/
issue reviews and webinars. Ashley also volunteered with Aman-
da Bryant, the previous Sea Turtle Program Coordinator, and 
helped with the three-day-dig on hatched nests and recording 
the contents of each nest.

At Florida Gulf Coast University, Ashley worked with Go-
pher Tortoises, using telemetry satellite tracking as well as assess-
ing population density in urban environments before becoming 
a research assistant for the SCCF Marine Lab.

Save the 
Date!

April 9

You can keep up with all of SCCF's 
stories and news by signing up for 

our blog at 

www.blog.sccf.org
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tHe Bees of saniBel & CaPtiva

Even though honeybees get all the credit for pollination, 
some experts believe that the native bees may be doing 
60% of the work.  Join Dee for an up close and personal 
photographic story of the lives of native and non-native 
bees of Sanibel and Captiva.  You might also get to see live 
male green orchid bees at the scent station set up for them 
by the butterfly house.  Did you know that male bees do 
not have stingers?  Wednesday, February 24 at 10 a.m. in 
the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.

BoBCat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% of 
the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, February 17 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

Butterfly House tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.

CaloosaHatCHee oxBoW & riverlore Cruise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance res-
ervations and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is 
limited, call 472-2329.  Cruise dates on Sundays in 2016: 
Feb. 14 & 28, Mar. 13, Apr. 10 and May 8 (Mother’s Day)

tHe City tHat almost Wasn’t and tHe saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 

comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural sys-
tems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and the 
shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This work 
led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the Sanibel 
Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the preserva-
tion of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we 
all enjoy today. Wednesday, February 3 at 1 p.m.  Cost of the 
program is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for 
free.  The City turned 40 in November 2014.

   
Coyote and Bear tales

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented on 
the island; the black bear was relocated to northern Florida.  
Come and learn about the behaviors of these two new spe-
cies.  Coyotes have now moved into every county in Florida.  
Both human and bear populations are growing in Florida.  
Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from insects and fruits.  
Wednesday, February 10 at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. 
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

gator & CroCodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, February 3 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free.

HurriCanes!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted the 
coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, rushed 
through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of Pine Island 
on Friday, 8/13/2004.  Following the warm water of Char-
lotte Harbor, it made landfall again over Punta Gorda.  Wild-
life, vegetation and human existence on these islands have al-
ways been shaped by tropical storms.  Each season, hundreds 
of supercomputers spew out spaghetti models, which have 
saved countless lives, but according to local emergency man-
agers, the projected cone can be wrong about 40% of the 
time.   Wednesday, February 24 at 1 p.m.  $5 for non-members; 

SCCF February 2016  Program Schedule

Male carpenter bee 
waiting for a female

Photo by Luc Century
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SCCF February 2016  Program Schedule
indigo snake researCH ProjeCt

Learn more about SCCF’s Pine Island Sound Eastern In-
digo Snake Research and the captive breeding program in 
Florida from Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist and Direc-
tor of Habitat Management.  Find out what happened 
to the babies from last year’s successful project and — a 
reminder — captive bred snakes may not be released into 
the wild but may be used for educational purposes.  Mon-
day, February 15 at 1 p.m. following Open House.  Free.  
 

inyoni farm field triP

Join SCCF’s Native Landscapes & Garden Center as they 
explore What’s Growing, A Look at Sustainable Agricul-
ture in Southwest Florida.  First up is a visit to Inyoni 
Farms, a 6-acre USDA-certified organic farm in Collier 
County.  The farm specializes in vegetables, herbs and 
flowers, nurtured from seed and handpicked daily.  There 
will be a tour of the farm, a 3 course vegetarian lunch, a 
culinary demonstration of recipes from the lunch and a 
bag of farm fresh produce.  Cost is $65 per person; reser-
vations and payment in advance required; please call 472-
2329.  Friday, February 12, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

ligHtHouse BeaCH, Bay and Birds

Meet your SCCF guide beachside at the covered picnic pa-
vilion at Lighthouse Park.  Take a walk beach-to-bay, keep-
ing your eyes open for resting, nesting and migratory birdds.  
Learn about SCCF’s Marine Lab and water quality research 
protecting the estuary.  Wednesday, February 10 and 24 at 8 
a.m.  Program is free to all but you must pay to park.

native orCHids of florida

Award winning photographer, Prem Subrabmanyam, has 
been photographing Florida’s native and naturalized or-
chids for over 30 years. Florida has roughly half of all the 
U.S. orchid species.  In 2008 Prem created the Florida 
Native Orchid Science website to educate the public.  
Join SCCF for a photographic journey to learn about 
these botanic jewels. Friday, February 19 at 10 a.m. Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free. 

oPen House

Join us for our Annual Open House on Presidents Day, 
Monday February 15 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  See more 
on Page 5

tides, Currents & florida sHelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This is 

an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Wednesday, February 17 
at 1 p.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost 
is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

turtle traCks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that 
nest on our beaches, SCCF’s monitor-
ing activities, and what we are doing 
to protect them.  Thursday, February 11 
and 25 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center 
auditorium.  Free to members and chil-
dren, $5 for non-members.

WatersHed adventure at tHe BaBCoCk ranCH

In 2006 the State of Florida and Lee County purchased  
73,239 Acres of the 91,361-acre Crescent B Ranch, now 
called The Babcock Ranch Preserve. The Preserve protects 
regionally import water resources with outflow into the 
Caloosahatchee river.  The beautiful Telegraph Cypress 
Swamp and Telegraph Creek are at the heart of this pre-
serve.  Join SCCF for a Watershed Adventure and swamp 
buggy tour of this working ranch on Thursday, February 
4.  $40  with lunch included.   Reservations are required.  
Call 472-2329.  For more information, ask for Dee. 

Weeds, seeds & Birds
SCCF’s Weeds ‘N Seeds and Birding the Preserves will 
be offered together this season.  Since many birders are 
also plant lovers, the walks this year will combine find-
ing and identifying native plants on Sanibel while also 
enjoying a variety of birds.  The group meets at the Na-
ture Center porch and then carpools to one of SCCF’s 
preserves.  Walks last for two hours.  Depending on the 
location visited, you may need parking money.  Please 
bring a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed 
shoes with socks.  Monday, February 8, 22 and 29 at 9 
a.m., meet on the Nature Center porch.  Walks are free but 
donations to SCCF are welcome.  Please call 472-2329 for 
more information.

WildfloWer & Pollinator Walk

Join Dee for a “Wildflower and Pollinator Walk” at SCCF’s 
Native Landscapes & Garden Center’s new pollinator gar-
den at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.  See who is nectar-
ing on the hundreds of wildflowers and learn the native 
butterfly host plants.  Tuesday, February 9 and 23 at 11 
a.m.  There is no charge but advance reservations are 
required.   Call 472-2329.  PLEASE NOTE:  The Bai-
ley Family house will NOT be open until early 2016.  
Look for an announcement.
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February 2016 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

John Morse 
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Ron Gibson - President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements- Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2016
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce

Paul Roth
Richard Shipley Kristie Anders

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF	is	dedicated	to	the	conservation	of	
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on	Sanibel	and	Captiva	and	
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF
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SCCF MeMber Update

MarCh 2016

Lab Installs Real-Time Flow Monitoring in the Sanibel Slough
By A.J. Martignette, Research Assistant

The Marine Laboratory, in part-
nership with the City of Sanibel, re-
cently installed water level and flow 
monitoring stations on the Sanibel 
Slough (also known as the Sani-
bel River) near the Tarpon Bay and 
Beach Road weirs.

The weirs are concrete structures 
used to hold freshwater in the slough 
to hydrate the island’s interior wet-
lands. The equipment was installed 
to provide the City with real-time 
data to make better decisions about 
storage and discharge of water and to 
determine the amount of nutrients 
being discharged into the estuary. 

The water from the slough spills 
over the top of the weir into the bay 
once it exceeds the height of the weir 
and slowly discharges over time.  Large 
rain events, such and hurricanes or the 
recent El Niño storms we have been 
experiencing in January 2016, raise 
the level of the slough faster than it 
could safety drain over the top of 
the weir. In these cases, the weirs are 

equipped with large control gates that 
can be opened to minimize flooding.

Accurately measuring the amount 
of water being discharged is challeng-
ing because water can flow over the 
top of the weir or through the gates. 
The traditional way to measure flow 
over a weir is to measure the water 
level and use an equation based on 
the shape and size of the weir to cal-
culate the flow. Since water can also 
be discharged through the gates this 
approach would not work in the San-
ibel Slough. The lab researched and 
designed a system to overcome these 
challenges by measuring both the wa-
ter level and by measuring the speed 
at which the water is flowing. 

The monitoring stations were 
installed in a straight section of the 
slough slightly upstream for the 
weirs. The stations consist of three 
sensors. The first sensor measures the 
amount of rain. The second sensor is 
a pressure sensor that measures the 
water levels. 

The third sensor uses sound waves 
to measure the speed the water is 
flowing. Referred to as an Acoustic 
Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP), 
the sensor is installed on the bottom 
of the slough. It has five transduc-
ers that shoot beams of sound waves 
up through the water column to the 
surface. This is similar to how a fish 
finder on a boat works, however this 
sensor is looking at tiny particles in the 
water column, not fish. 

As the sound waves bounce off 
these moving particles and are re-
flected back to the sensor the sound 
changes slightly. This is known as the 
Doppler Effect and is the same phe-
nomenon you experience when you 
hear the high pitch of the siren of the 
approaching ambulance, and notice 
that its pitch drops suddenly as the 
ambulance passes you.  The ADCP 
uses the Doppler Effect to calculate 
the speed the water is flowing at. The 
sensor uses this speed measurement 

See Monitor on Page 4

San-Cap Road

Shell Museum

Tarpon Bay

Tarpon Bay Weir

Tarp
o

n
 B

ay R
o

ad

Periwinkle

Beach Road Weir

Lin
d

g
ren



Page 2

A Not-So-Dry Season
By Chris Lechowicz, Director - Wildlife Habitat Management/Herpetologist

The winter months on Sanibel usually correlate with 
comfortable weather, mostly dry conditions and a bounty 
of seasonal residents and visitors. Sanibel’s southern lat-
itude in the subtropical zone results in a subtle change 
from the usual four seasons — which many of us from 
more northern parts of the country are accustomed to — 
to a wet/dry season that is more typical of tropical cli-
mates.  During the dry season, typically from December 
to May on Sanibel, ground water levels are low or drop-
ping with the reduction in rainfall. When Sanibel is at its 
busiest — during the dry season — precipitation, puddles 
and muddy areas are rare.

We are currently in an El Niño pattern. An El Niño is 
a prolonged warming of air over the Pacific Ocean that re-
sults in warmer and wetter conditions in North America. 
The effects of this pattern are really noticeable in south-
west Florida as water levels are near record highs for this 
time of year. Some part-time residents (or snowbirds) that 
only frequent Sanibel during the winter months have been 
surprised by having standing water on properties that are 

usually dry at this time of the year. In fact, water levels are 
equal or higher now than some previous summers.

The question is, how will this affect ecosystems and 
fauna on Sanibel that are acclimated to low water levels 
over the winter months? One of the reasons that the two 
weir control structures were created on Sanibel was to 
keep rainwater trapped on the island so that the Sanibel 
River (slough) and freshwater wetlands do not completely 
dry out. This benefits the wading birds by maintaining 
feeding grounds (wetlands) and their prey: small fish and 
aquatic invertebrates. The excess water on the island will 
help assure that these wetlands do not dry out before the 
summer rains begin. Although some plants are dormant 
over the dry season, the higher water levels will keep many 
other plants green and growing at a higher rate than nor-
mal for this time of year.

A possible negative consequence of the high water is 
that animals that nest in the ground, such as freshwater 
aquatic turtles that have a second nesting season late in the 

Prolonged rainfall during the dry season can have positive and negative affects on animal species. More aquatic habitats are 
created for wading birds and their aquatic prey, but other terrestrial species that go dormant in the ground during the dry 
season, like some species of  beetle, can be flooded out. Here is the large grassy area at the Bailey Homestead Preserve that 
has been inundated with water and has attracted many wading birds.  Tours of the Homestead and home (which will be 
open by tour only) will be offered in March and April.  See Page 10 for tour info.

Continued right
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Not-so-Dry Season -- From left below

1300 Periwinkle way

hours:  8:30 a.m. - 5 P.m., monday-Friday

10:00 a.m. - 3 P.m. on saturday (Jan. 9 — april)

Native Landscapes & 
Garden Center

the old nursery at the nature Center is Closed

Bailey Homestead PreserveBailey Homestead Preserve

The unusually wet "dry season" will likely postpone or prevent 
controlled burning during 2016. Photo top was taken about 
two weeks after the July 2015 burn, after the first heavy rain 
of the summer.  There has been water in the swale since then. 
Photo above is of a completely flooded fire line (fire break) 
that was dry when SCCF burned this unit in July 2015. Fire 
lines define the the border of the burn unit and allow vehicles 
to traverse the perimeter while conducting a controlled burn.

March 8  -  -  -  -  - Film:  The Forgotten Coast
April 9  -  -  -  -  -  -  Beer in the Bushes
April 22  -  -  -  -  -   Earth Day Event

uPComing events

year, might have laid their eggs in places that are usually dry 
over the winter. This would result in nest inundation which 
is usually detrimental.  

Persisting higher water levels could also affect our 
2016 burn season, which would prevent us from perform-
ing prescribed fires in the spring months due to flooded 
fire lines and well-hydrated fuel (plants). It is very impor-
tant that we keep our burn program on schedule so that 
we can keep our ecosystems as natural as possible.

February 2016

August 2015
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Monitor -- Continued from Page 1

along with data on a cross sectional area of the slough, 
which we surveyed when we installed the sensor, to calcu-
late the volume of the water flowing by, and the volume 
of water being discharged over or through the weir. 

The monitoring stations were established at the end of 
July 2015 just before the rainy season got into full swing. 
The level of the slough at the Tarpon Bay weir increased 
for 1.4 feet to 2.7 after the first significant rainfall event 
of the season (Figure 1). During the next month the wa-
ter level fluctuated slightly as evaporation lowered it and 
rainfall raised it. In September 2015 the gates were opened 
several times in response to large rain events in order to 
quickly lower the level of the slough to prevent flooding. 

Figure 2.  January 2016 was extremely wet, forcing the City 
to open the gates several times.

Figure 1: The level of the slough at the Tarpon Bay weir increased for 1.4 feet to 2.7 after the first significant rainfall event 
of the season. 

The month of January 2016 has been extremely wet and 
has required extensive management to maintain the proper 
level of the slough to manage flooding (Figure 2). 
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Caloosahatchee Watershed
The lake is just one part of our Caloosahatchee water chal-

lenge.  The Caloosahatchee watershed includes approximately 
850,000 acres of land along both sides of the 75-mile-long riv-
er — almost large enough to contain two Lake Okeechobees.  
This means that a large part of our excess water comes from 
the watershed even when no water is being discharged from 
the lake — and that compounds the problem.  

The graph (right) shows where Caloosahatchee water 
comes from. Note that in the last week of January, 12% 

Water Watch
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Right top: The NOAA forecast maps project our entire dry 
season will have well above-average rainfall.  Green indicates 
above average rainfall, the darker green indicates even higher 
levels.  Brown is below average rainfall and white areas are 
labeled as equal chances of above, normal or below. 

As everyone who has been to Sanibel recently knows, the record-breaking rainfall presents a serious challenge. 

Rainfall
Rainfall in January 2016 was over 570% of average  

in the Caloosahatchee region for the month, as reported 
by the South Florida Water Management District (SF-
WMD).  Last fall, NOAA and the SFWMD warned of 
a strong El Nino forecast on par with the last strongest 
event in 1998.  Well, it has arrived and based on the fore-
cast we can expect wet conditions through April this year. 

Lake O Levels
Since last November Lake Okeechobee water levels have 

been rising steadily.  As of this writing, lake levels are at 16.26 
feet — three-quarters of a foot above the lake level manage-
ment zone and 2-¾ feet above average for this time of year. 
The last time the lake was this high was December 2005.

Concerns about dike safety increase when lake levels 
exceed 16 ft. so the extremely wet forecast is necessitating 
releases to the maximum amount possible to both the Ca-
loosahatchee and St. Lucie rivers.  Releases are predicted to 
be as much as 9,300 cfs to the Caloosahatchee from the lake 
and 7,600 cfs to the St. Lucie.  Additional runoff from our 
watershed will push estuary releases even higher.  To put this 
in perspective the Caloosahatchee estuary suffers harm from 
too much water at 2,800 cfs so these releases are well beyond 
the threshold that causes harm.

Above:  Note the red line showing the 2016 lake level rela-
tive to other years and to 1998, the last very strong El Nino 
year.  Note:  The lake was allowed to rise over 18 feet in 1998 
under an old regulation schedule; the 2008 Lake Okeechobee 
Regulation Schedule reduced the maximum allowed depth.  

Right above:  The grey area shows that the majority of the high flow is coming from the watershed.  Flows from the locks 
(S-77, S-78 and S-79) are measured but the Tidal basin inflow into the western 33 miles of the Caloosahatchee (green in 
the graph), is only estimated by the SFWMD.  

Lake O Levels

See Policy on Page 6

Weekly Average Inflow — Jan. 26 - Feb. 1, 2016   
Inflow Source: Flow (cfs)
Inflow from Lake (S-77):  1,483
C-43 Basin (S-77 to S-79, Franklin Lock):  8,911
Tidal Basin (west of S-79):  2,436
TOTAL  12,830

2800 cfs
Harm 

threshhold
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of the inflow was from Lake O (blue color) and 82% was 
from our watershed (gray and green).  For most of Janu-
ary there was no flow from the lake.  

The last time we suffered harmful releases at this scale 
was during the 2005 rainy season. One major difference in 
what this means to our estuary is that this is our dry sea-
son, the time when a majority of our aquatic life is timed 
to spawn and reproduce.  As much damage as the high re-
leases produced in the summer of 2005, the timing of these 
heavy rains and massive releases is worse because they will 
impact the spring reproductive season, causing the loss of 
whole year classes of fish, shellfish, crabs and grass habitats.  

What Can Be Done?
Simply put, we need more storage to offset the changes 

we have made to the landscape of the greater Everglades.  

The plume of dark water coming down the Caloosahatchee 
seen off Fort Myers Beach on January 30, 2016 (looking 
north toward the Sanibel Causeway).  Photo taken from the 
Fort Myers Beach Pier by Lee County Park staff.

S-79
Franklin Lock

S-78
Ortona Lock

S-77
Moore Haven Lock

33-mile 
Tidal Basin

Tidal Basin

C-43 Basin

C-43 Basin

Everglades Agricultural 
Area

St. Lucie 
River

Lake 
Okeechobee

Sanibel

The Caloosahatchee has been blasted, dredged, straightened and dammed (three locks), tying it forever to the water 
management policies of the Greater Everglades.

Backpumping
Very high rainfall the last week of January produced flooding and excess water throughout the greater Everglades 

ecosystem. So while the Corps of Engineers was engaging emergency discharges to lower the lake, the SFWMD was 
simultaneously backpumping from two structures south of the lake adding 47,000 acre feet of polluted water back 
into the lake.  This required the Corps to further increase discharges to the estuaries.  Backpumping as a routine water 
management function was stopped by the SFWMD Governing Board in 2007 but flood control backpumping is al-
lowed for emergency flood control to protect the cities of Clewiston, South Bay and Belle Glade from flood waters. 
Backpumping must be stopped and become a bad idea from the past if we are to protect the lake, estuaries and econo-
mies of all communities of south Florida.   

There are 700,000 acres of farmland between the lake and Water Conservation Areas and Stormwater Treatment 
Areas to the south that can hold water.  When emergency conditions exist, we must engage these lands to store wa-
ter and not move it into the lake where it creates additional strain on the lake and ultimately will be discharged 
to the coastal estuaries.  The ultimate solution is to reopen the discussion and restart planning for storage south of the 
lake where benefits will be gained for the lake, estuaries, agricultural water supply, Everglades and Florida Bay. 
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The one critical priority location where there is no storage 
is south of the lake.  It is the one location that 25 years of 
scientific studies and reports have repeatedly cited as the 
one solution that would provide benefits for many parts of 
the system.  The need for storage south of Lake Okeechobee 
has been reported in the Restudy, the Comprehensive Ev-
erglades Restoration Plan (CERP), the National Academy 
of Scientists reports and, most recently, the University of 
Florida study commissioned by the Florida Senate in 2014 
prioritized it. 

Storage south of Lake O would allow water to be 
moved out of the lake during exceptional times when wa-
ter is high, like now.  It would reduce excess and harmful 
discharges to the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries 
while also providing a water supply for Ag (in the Ever-
glades Agricultural Area), the Everglades and Florida Bay.  

So why don’t we have a project there?  Good question.  
In 2008 a plan was proposed and the public participated 
in restoration planning with the SFWMD.  The District 
signed a contract to proceed in 2010.  In 2015 they aban-
doned the contract and apparently the whole issue as they 
have offered no alternative project ideas.

Part of the problem is funding.  For the past several 
years the SFWMD Governing Board has been rolling back 
the tax rate, leaving them with inadequate funding to build 
the projects that need to be built.  This past year they rolled 
back what would have cost an average homeowner less than 
$10.  We cannot fix the problems or expect the SFWMD 
to be able to deliver flood control and water supply without 
these projects.  They cost money but how much more are 
we spending on emergency operations every few years?  We 
urge the SFWMD to revisit the 
tax rate and work with the state 
legislature to use Amendment 
1 funding to build the storage 
needed south of the lake.   

On our coast we also need 
storage in our watershed.  Eleven 
years ago — after the 2005 dis-
charges — the then-Executive 
Director of the SFWMD came to 
a Sanibel City Council meeting 
to announce that they had learned 
that more storage was needed in the 
watershed than originally planned to 
address the excess water.  SFWMD 

determined that the Caloosahatchee watershed needs a total 
of 450,000 acre-feet of storage, a great deal more than the 
170,000 acre-feet the C-43 West Basin Reservoir (by the Ca-
loosahatchee) is designed to hold.  The District pledged that 
they were identifying locations where water could be held 
so we would not have a repeat of that harmful event.  Well, 
here we are 11 years later and the District has only just start-
ed construction on the C-43 reservoir, which will take four 
years to complete.  And it only represents about one quarter 
of the storage need and only for a specific region south of the 
river.  We need another 280,000 acre-feet of storage capacity 
in our watershed.  

Federal Everglades Project Authorization Legislation
On February 2, 2016, Florida Senator Bill Nelson 

filed bill S-2481 that would help expedite Everglades res-
toration projects by automatically authorizing any Ever-
glades restoration project the Army Corps of Engineers 
deems ready in the next five years. One pending project is 
the Central Everglades Planning Project (CEPP) which is 
designed to increase water flows south into the Everglades.  
While CEPP will not address the significant discharges to 
the Caloosahatchee, its main impact will be to establish 
infrastructure south 
of the lake needed to 
move water south  A 
similar bill was filed 

Clockwise from lower left:  Press Conference with Minority Leader, Representative Mark Pafford and Everglades Coalition mem-
bers with their “Voices of the Everglades” poster (also inset, bottom); Rae Ann Wessel with Representative Ken Roberson, Repre-
sentative Matt Caldwell and Jennifer Hecker of the Conservancy of Southwest Florida; and with Representative Dane Eagle.

See Policy on Page 8

SCCF in Tallahassee
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in the House by Representatives Alcee L. Hastings and 
Mario Diaz-Balart.  A recording of the Senator’s floor 
speech may be seen on YouTube at https://www.youtube.
com/user/SenBillNelson.

Legislative Session
The last week of January I travelled to Tallahassee to 

meet with our local legislators to lobby for several bills 
and to join Everglades Coalition member groups on Janu-
ary 28 to celebrate Everglades Action Day.  Below are a 
few of the bills we are concerned about and tracking.

Good News on Amendment 1- Legacy FL Bills HB 989/
SB 1168  

The legislature heard the public outrage about 
Amendment 1 spending last year.  This year Represen-
tative Gayle Harrell and Senator  Negron have stepped 
up to address Amendment 1 funding with a bill called 
Legacy Florida.  The bills designate 25% or $200 million 
of funds in the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, whichever is 
less, to be designated for Everglades restoration and $100 
million of that for CERP projects for the next 10 years.  
Projects that reduce harmful water discharges from Lake 
Okeechobee into the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee estu-
aries are high priorities. 

State Lands SB 1290 HB 1075 
These bills would result in damaging changes to 

state land management in Florida and provide a variety 
of ways   state parks and public lands could be surplused.  
The bill would allow contiguous, private landowners to 
exchange their land for state-owned land, including state 
park land, if the state is given a permanent conservation 
easement over both parcels in the exchange. Conserva-
tion easements are often less protective of the environ-
ment and the management activities on the land.  Addi-
tionally, placing state lands in private ownership would 
limit public access and reduces the ability of the state 
to comprehensively manage conservation lands. We are 
working to address changes in the bills.

Oil & Gas HB 191/SB318
We were very disappointed in our local legislative del-

egation, who all supported HB 191 on the floor even after 
we spent time explaining our concerns with the definition 
in the bill. While there are many problems with the lan-
guage of the bills, the fundamental failure is that the kind 

of fracking that has been done and will be done in our 
state’s limestone rock is not included in the definition.   

In Florida, unlike in other states, acid fracking is used 
to dissolve limestone instead of high pressure fracturing 
of bedrock.  Because the definition in the bill does not in-
clude acid fracking or acidizing, the bill will not regulate 
acid fracturing or acid stimulation at all.  So the language 
in the bill that establishes a moratorium until a study is 
completed would not stop, study or regulate in any way 
the techniques used in Florida.  

This year’s bill also includes a pre-emption to prevent 
local governments from banning the practice within their 
jurisdictions.  Several municipalities have passed ordi-
nances banning fracking.  We the people should not be 
cut out of the decisions that affect our health, quality of 
life and community investments.

Dredge & Fill  S1176/H795
These bills set the stage to expand and expedite fast 

track permitting of wetlands up to 10 acres via a delega-
tion of federal permitting to the state.  The bill proposes 
to expand tenfold the wetlands that could be lost to less 
stringent permitting requirements by the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP).  We oppose 
these bills that could exacerbate impacts to mangrove wet-
lands that we have been fighting locally.

Fast-Tracked Water Bill Passed & Signed
Senate Bill 552 and HB 7005, this year’s water bill, 

were fast-tracked through committees in the fall, passed 
the first week of session and SB 552 was signed by Gov-
ernor Scott the following week.  Unfortunately, the bill  
rolls back protections on water quality and making sourc-
es responsible for their pollution, pushes out deadlines for 
cleaning up water (as in Lake Okeechobee), delays agri-
cultural best management practices, fails to prioritize and 
implement conservation measures for water supply man-
agement, and eliminates monitoring of existing permits.  

Policy -- Continued from Page 7

Recent and Upcoming Policy Presentations
February 12 Estero Council of Community Leaders
February 18  Royal Palm Garden Club, Fort Myers  
February 23   Old Bridge Park, North Fort Myers
 Captiva Civic Association, Captiva
March 2  The Landings Fishing Club, Fort Myers
March 15  Sanibel Captiva Power Squadron, Sanibel
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Presentation of The Forgotten Coast:  Return to Wild Florida
March 8 — Sanibel Community House

Join SCCF for the presentation of The Forgotten Coast: Return to Wild Florida.  Celebrate an amazing trip by 
three intrepid adventurers — Conservationist Mallory Lykes Dimmitt, biologist Joe Guthrie and photographer and 
National Geographic explorer, Carlton Ward, Jr. — who traveled 1,000 miles in 70 days on foot, kayak and bike from 
the Everglades headwaters, across the Panhandle to the Alabama border.  Mallory Lykes Dimmitt will be present and 
speak about some of her experiences.

This free event continues our tradition of bringing information and science about Florida’s natural places to Sani-
bel.  Doors open at 6:30 p.m. with refreshments, program begins at 7 p.m. at the Sanibel Community House, 2137 
Periwinkle Way.   We urge you to arrive early to get a good seat.  Call 472-2329 for information.

You can learn more about the project at floridawildlifecorridor.org. 
The Florida Wildlife Corridor is a conservation advocacy organization focused on connecting, protecting and 

restoring corridors of conserved lands and waters essential for the survival of Florida’s diverse wildlife. 

Mallory Lykes Dimmitt is a seventh generation Floridian whose childhood was partly spent exploring the lands and 
waters of central Florida. She pursued her passion for the outdoors by receiving her B.S. in Natural Resources from the 
University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee. She was also awarded a Doris Duke Conservation Fellowship at Duke 
University’s Nicholas School of Environment where she earned a Master’s of Environmental Management.

Some of Mallory’s projects include protecting river corridors and large landscapes in Colorado with The Nature 
Conservancy, research in Sri Lanka for the International Water Management Institute and strategic planning and 
organizational development with Legacy Institute for Nature & Culture (LINC).



Page 10

Spring Time Migration
By Kristie Anders, Education Director

Tiny jewels of the sky will begin 
coming our way mid-March. Birds 
barely the weight of two nickels will 
be winging their way from points 
south such as the Yucatan, Cuba and 
the Caribbean. 

These birds will fill the wood-
lands in the northern woods by late 
spring for nesting. For local birders, 
the woods around the lighthouse 
seem to be a popular resting place. 
Imagine the journey from Cuba to 
the Keys. That journey is almost 100 
miles. That’s a leap of faith. 

They wait for a southerly breeze 
to give them a tail wind. If the winds 
should shift, their work is that much 
greater. Last year’s migration was not 
quite as spectacular for us as there was 
a slight westerly variation to the wind, 
which pushed the birds closer to Dade, 
Broward and Palm Beach counties. 

Warblers are not the only birds. 
Recently the American Bittern has 

been documented commuting from 
South Florida freshwater wetlands to 
marshes in Wisconsin. 

Baltimore Orioles, Rose-breast-
ed Grosbeaks, Indigo Buntings and 
many other exhausted birds come 
through. If it is a dry spring a shallow 
dish of freshwater may bring some of 
the birds closer, although this year, a 
dry season may not be in the future. 
Better for the birds, but not as good 
for bird watchers.

We know that many of the egrets 
and herons go north as well to feed, 
nest and rear young. Yet there is also 
a population that stays right here to 
nest on the tiny mangrove islands in 
Pine Island Sound. These locals must 
have an instinctive “why bother to 
migrate when food is plentiful here” 
attitude. Frigate birds wait side-by-
side with pelicans for a moment of 
inattention when a frigate can reach 
in a nest and grab a young bird. 

All over the east coast, people 
have set up web pages, telling each 
other what has been spotted when. 
Some have fine-tuned radar that has 
been specifically set up to visual-
ize the flocks of birds as they move 
northward. It is a very exciting time 
for birdwatchers.

If it is difficult to spot the tiny, 
flitting birds, one can enjoy the sound 
of squeaks and tweets as the birds do 
call to one another. If nothing else, it 
is a time to wonder how do those little 
birds make that trip year after year.

Rose-breasted Grossbeak.  
Photo Hilton Pond Center.

Middle School Students from The Sanibel School, with the assistance 
of SCCF Educator Richard Finkel, conducted a Sanibel Soil Study.  Stu-
dents used a hand operated auger to take a core sample of Sanibel's soil 
to a depth of approximately four feet beneath the ground surface.  Com-
position of the soil was analyzed and identified.  The students researched 
and learned about the different soil types, and the major components of 
soil.  The soil samples were chemically 
analyzed for various nutrients such as 

Middle School Students Researching Soil Types on Sanibel

nitrates and phosphates leading to 
discussions and understanding of 
the importance of soil, ground wa-
ter and factors that can impact the 
environment under our feet.

Richard Finkel, with the augur and 
Middle School students.

Continued from right above
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April 9,  6 p.m. 
at the  

SCCF Nature CenterPresenting Sponsor

Early Bird Tickets Feb. 29 - March 13 at midnight!
Tickets available at Eventbrite:

sccfbeer.eventbrite.com 
or scan QR code left

Vote for your Favorite Beer:
SCCF 

People’s Choice Award

Craft Beer & Live Music

Beer in the Bushes

SCCF

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
Please contact Jeff Siwicke at: 
jsiwicke@sccf.org or (239) 357-0457

Kermit Ruffins 
& the Barbeque Swingers

A favorite son of New Orleans, Kermit Ruf-
fins was featured on the hit HBO series Treme.  Jon 
Pareles of The New York Times wrote, “Mr. Ruffins 
is an unabashed entertainer who plays trumpet with 
a bright, silvery tone, sings with off-the-cuff charm 
and never gets too abstruse in his material.”

Featuring  

Local Craft Breweries
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2016 Tennis Tournament
By Dee Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

The SCCF Tennis Tournament at the 
Dunes began as an Erick L and Lucas Cen-
tury brainstorm 24 years ago. The 25th will 
coincide with SCCF's 50th Anniversary!  My 
how time flies when you are having fun!  With 

the help of the Dunes 
and Blackwood Tennis 
Academy staff, this year's 
event was the best ever.  Sponsors and players gathered in the 
Dunes clubhouse for happy hour and dancing.  The weather 
was perfect. Player numbers were up this year with the addi-

tion of a group of Houston players that scheduled their 
vacation around the tournament.  They will be back next 
year! Thanks to all the players and sponsors that made the 
tournament a great success.

Left above:  Leilani Sivsov, 
Dunes General Manager and Nick Blackwood, Blackwood 
Tennis Academy withDee Century.;  Right above:  Dee with 
Event Co-chair Lisa Cochrane.

Major Sponsors:  Barbara Chappell; Wayne and Linda Boyd; and “Diego”
Tournament Sponsors:  Sadie, Tess & Bella Foundation; The Dunes Golf and Tennis Club; Blackwood Tennis 

Academy; Lucas Century Glass; Dorado Property Management, “Wonderfully Anonymous”
Championship Sponsors:  LEAF Ltd.; Bill and Tory Burch; Sanctuary Golf Club; Robin Kirk; Karen Bell Realty
Thanks also to:  Lucy and Paul Roth; Tom and Mimi Adams; Andonette McDonald; Philip and Roberta Puschel; 

Ellen Raisbeck, Warren and Jody Schwab; Bill and Carol Rosenberg; Harry and Mona Gleitz; Bill and Barbara 
Hickey; John and Martha Wolf; Joe and Marjorie Pacheco; Don Aldridge; Captiva Cruises; Island Cinema; 
Tarpion Bay Explorers; Beachview; Superior Title; Barrier Island Title; Sundial Beach Resort & Spa; Traders

SCCF Thanks All of our Tennis Tournament Sponsors

Houston tennis contingent 

BoBcat tales

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, March 16 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

Butterfly House tours 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.

caloosaHatcHee oxBow & riverlore cruise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance res-

ervations and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is 
limited, call 472-2329.  Cruise dates on Sundays in 2016: 
Mar. 13, Apr. 10 and May 8 (Mother’s Day)

tHe city tHat almost wasn’t and tHe saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural sys-
tems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and the 
shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This work 
led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the Sanibel 
Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the preserva-
tion of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we all 
enjoy today. Wednesday, March 2 and 23 at 1 p.m.  Cost of the 
program is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for 
free.  The City turned 40 in November 2014.

coyote and Bear tales

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented 
on the island; the black bear was relocated to northern 
Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors of these 

SCCF March 2016  Program Schedule

Continued on Page 14
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Join SCCF staff for two special programs.  This unusually wet season has many winter residents learning first-
hand about Sanibel’s interior wetlands.  Executive Director Erick Lindblad will talk about how SCCF — with com-
munity support — has worked to preserve and restore Sanibel’s unique interior wetlands.  

And new weekly walking tours — offered in March and April — will highlight the history of how the land at 
the Bailey Homestead Preserve has been used over time.  The tour also includes a tour of the home, which will be 
open by tour only.   

restoring tHe saniBel river corridor
The preservation of Sanibel’s interior freshwater wetlands has been one of SCCF’s main goals since 1967.  SCCF Exec-
utive Director Erick Lindblad will talk about the history of restoration and management of the Sanibel River Corridor.  
These wetlands make us unique as a barrier island.  These mini-Everglades protect water quality and are home to ot-
ters, bobcats, gators, marsh rabbits and the Sanibel rice rat.  Erick will recap the process of Sanibel’s wetland protection 
through land acquisition, invasive plant control, fire, and the restoration of near-historic wetland water levels.  Friday, 
March 18 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

Bailey Homestead Preserve — making tHe land work
Join SCCF’s Kristie Anders or Dee Century for a walking history tour of one of the newest SCCF preserves. The 
walk will focus on reclaiming the land for wildlife and how the land has been used through time. For half a century 
the land was worked as a farm. It also served as home for several generations of the Bailey family.   Tour includes a 
look at the newly planted gardens at the Native Landscapes and Garden Center plus  entrance to the Bailey family 
home which is open by tour only. Mondays, March 7, 14, 21 and 28 at 1 p.m. Thursdays, March 10, 17, 24, and 31 
at 11 a.m.  Meet at the Gateway kiosk on the Shipley Trail.  This program will be offered in April, as well.

Two Special New SCCF Programs

two new species.  Coyotes have now 
moved into every county in Florida.  
Both human and bear populations 
are growing in Florida.  Eighty per-
cent of a bear’s diet comes from in-
sects and fruits.  Wednesday, March 30 
at 10 a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. 
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending 
for free.

“forgotten coast” film

Join SCCF for a presentation of the 
documentary The Forgotten Coast: 
Return to Wild Florida.  See Page 9 for 
more information.  Refreshments at 
6:30 p.m. and the program will be-
gin at 7 on Tuesday, March 8 at the 
Sanibel Community House, 2173 
Periwinkle Way.  Free.

gator & crocodile tales

The biology of alligators and crocodiles 
is an ancient tale of survival.  Florida’s 
history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these liv-
ing dinosaurs and what we must do to 
ensure our safety and their survival on 
the islands.  Wednesday, March 23 at 10 
a.m. at the Nature Center.  Cost of the 
program is $5 per adult, with members 

and children attending for free.

Hurricanes!
Hurricane Charley roared in from 
the south, skirted the coast and made 
landfall over North Captiva Island, 
rushed through Captiva Pass, swept the 
northern end of Pine Island on Friday, 
8/13/2004.  Following the warm water 
of Charlotte Harbor, it made landfall 
again over Punta Gorda.  Wildlife, veg-
etation and human existence on these 
islands have always been shaped by 
tropical storms.  Each season, hundreds 
of supercomputers spew out spaghetti 
models, which have saved countless 
lives, but according to local emergen-
cy managers, the projected cone can 
be wrong about 40% of the time.   
Wednesday, March 16 at 1 p.m.  $5 for 
non-members; 

ligHtHouse BeacH, Bay and Birds

Meet your SCCF guide beachside at 
the covered picnic pavilion at Light-
house Park.  Take a walk beach-to-bay, 
keeping your eyes open for resting, 
nesting and migratory birdds.  Learn 
about SCCF’s Marine Lab and water 
quality research protecting the estuary.  

Wednesday, March 9, 23 and 30 at 8 
a.m.  Program is free to all but you must 
pay to park.

otter tales

No one knows how many North 
American river otters live on Sani-
bel and Captiva.  Some say there are 
fewer since 2004’s Hurricane Char-
ley.  Come and learn about this large, 
aquatically adapted member of the 
weasel family.  river otters are strong 
and graceful swimmers that capture 
the hears of all who see them.  Otter 
sightings have increased recently on 
SCCF trails.  Wednesday, March 2 at 
1:30 p.m.  The cost of the program is $5 
with SCCF members and children at-
tending for free.

owl tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, 
Barn, and Screech Owls of the islands 
has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses 
one built by an osprey, hawk, or eagle.  
The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or 
nest boxes.  Will the Barn Owls use 
the nest box on the side of the Na-
ture Center this year?  Island Screech 
owls are in the courting phase with 

SCCF March 2016  Program Schedule
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Join us for a film about the 1,000-mile journey along Florida’s Wildlife Corridor, “The Forgotten 
Coast:  Return to Wild Florida” on March 8 at 7 p.m.  See Page 9 for more information.  Free.

Beer in the 
Bushes

April 9
Craft Beer & Live Music

Beer in the Bushes

SCCF
You can keep up with all of SCCF's 
stories and news by signing up for 

our blog at 

www.blog.sccf.org

males guarding territory and calling to females.  Wednes-
day, March 9 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with 
SCCF members and children attending for free.

snowy Plovers

Watch where you walk there are plovers on the beach 
and nesting is beginning.  SCCF has been monitoring 
and staking the nests of this shorebird on Sanibel beaches 
for 13 years.  Join SCCF biologists to learn about this 
threatened species and what you can do to protect their 
small nesting populations.  Thursday, March 3, 17 and 31 
at 1:00 p.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.

 tank talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesday, March 8 and 
22 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.

tides, currents & florida sHelf

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Wednesday, March 9 and 
30 at 1 p.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. 
Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

turtle tracks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 

habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, March 10 and 24 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

volunteer Party at tHe Bailey Homestead

Our annual official “thank you!” to our many and won-
derful volunteers will be held at the Bailey Homestead 
this year.  This invitation-only event will be on Tuesday, 
March 22.  Invitations will be coming shortly!

weeds, seeds & Birds at tHe Preserves

SCCF’s Weeds ‘N Seeds and Birding the Preserves will 
be offered together this season.  Since many birders are 
also plant lovers, the walks this year will combine find-
ing and identifying native plants on Sanibel while also 
enjoying a variety of birds.  The group meets at the Na-
ture Center porch and then carpools to one of SCCF’s 
preserves.  Walks last for two hours.  Depending on the 
location visited, you may need parking money.  Please 
bring a hat, water, sun-block and comfortable enclosed 
shoes with socks.  Monday, March 14 and 28; meet on the 
Nature Center porch at 8:45 a.m. to carpool to chosen site.  
Walks are free but donations to SCCF are welcome.  Please 
call 472-2329 for more information.

SCCF March 2016  Program Schedule
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March 2016 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House  
•  Education Center 

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

John Morse 
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Ron Gibson - President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements- Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2016
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce

Paul Roth
Richard Shipley Kristie Anders

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF
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The SCCF Marine Lab has been restor-
ing submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) in 
the Caloosahatchee River. Submerged aquat-
ic vegetation (SAV) is an important part of 
estuarine ecosystems. The plants provide im-
portant reproductive and nursery habitat for 
fish, food for grazers such as manatees and 
turtles, and they improve water quality and 
clarity by removing nutrients and sediment 
from the water column. 

The Caloosahatchee has historically 
supported high densities of Vallisneria 
americana, known as tape grass. In the area 
of the restoration project, from the U.S. 
41 bridge in Fort Myers upriver to Beau-

Preparing Vallisneria americana plugs for planting.

Left above:  The planting process. One person measured the distance between plugs using the one square meter quadrat, 
another person prepared the plugs, and a third person planted them. Pictured: Rick Bartleson (left), Jenna Beyer (middle), 
Mark Thompson (right).  Right above:  Newly planted tapegrass plugs.

Marine Lab:  Seagrass Restoration in the Caloosahatchee
By Jenna Beyer, Marine Lab Intern

tiful Island, tape grass previously covered 
approximately 1,000 acres of the riverbed. 
However, much of the seagrass coverage has 
been lost in recent years. Tape grass has a 
very low salinity tolerance, so if the salin-
ity in the upper estuary is allowed to reach 
higher salinities, the tape grass will die. 
From 2006 to 2012, when we had several 
back-to-back years of dry season drought, See Seagrass on Page 2

the salinities in the upper estuary reached levels lethal to tape grass 
and caused the mortality of the large tape grass meadows. 

Tape grass thrives in lower salinities.  It can also tolerate low-light 
situations, so that the tape grass should also be able to tolerate the very 
dark water we have received from Lake Okeechobee and the river’s wa-
tershed.  For many higher-salinity seagrasses, that dark water smothers 
the high levels of sunlight needed for photosynthesis.  SCCF is also 
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Seagrass -- Continued from Page 1
planting in very shallow areas, which will aid light penetration to the tape grass.

Since 2013, the South Florida Water Management District and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers have followed the 
minimum flow regulations to ensure that enough water is being released to maintain low salinities for the survival of 
tape grass. With the water conditions now being better suited for the survival of tape grass, the Marine Lab is working 
to restore the dense tape grass beds in the Caloosahatchee.

In order to optimize the restoration process, I’ve initiated a study at Palm Point to determine whether tape grass 
transplants survive better when planted in large or small clumps, referred to as plugs. To compare small and large plugs 
of tape grass, twenty plugs were planted at the same depth in a line running parallel to shore. The plugs alternated in 
size, with ten containing two plants and ten containing twenty plants. The first attempt at planting took place at the 
end of January, however several days of high winds immediately afterwards pulled out the majority of the plants. The 
area was replanted at the beginning of February, and Marine Lab staff will return to the exclosure every two weeks to 
monitor the survival, expansion and growth of the transplanted tape grass. The results of this study will hopefully assist 
in the planning of future tape grass restoration projects.

During the project, we sample for other animals utilizing the seagrass habitat. Seagrass provides reproductive and 
nursery habitat as well as protection for many fish species. Inside and outside the area of restoration, the fish present 
will be captured using a cast net, identified, then released. This will enable Lab staff to monitor changes in how fish 
are utilizing the seagrass habitat. The added cover and root structure below the surface may also affect populations of 
benthic animals (live beneath the sediment), such as clams. To follow any changes in these populations, we will mea-
sure the density of clams within and outside the restoration area by counting the number of clams found in several six 
inch diameter circles to a depth of six inches.

State Water Mis-Management Confuses the Public
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Prelude to the Storm
Last fall, in October 2015, the South Florida Water 

Management District (SFWMD) started reporting that an 
extraordinarily strong El Niño was forecast for the months 
ahead.  They warned that the confidence level was high and 
expected this to rival the last exceptional event in 1997-
1998.  I remember that year:  we had a 100-year storm 
event, an event that produced water conditions estimated 
to occur only every 100 years.  In fact, that was the third 
100-year storm event we suffered that decade.    

With that ominous forecast, we started asking the 
SFWMD what plans were being made to accommodate 
the extreme water deluge that was predicted.  We’ve been 
down this road before, and we know that the excess wa-
ter from the greater Everglades will be disproportionately 
dumped on the Caloosahatchee.  We routinely receive 70-
80 % of the discharges that bail out the rest of the system, 
so we were eager to hear the District’s plan.   

There was no answer.  In fact since the deluge of 2013, 
the C43 west basin reservoir site (which will provide some 
storage for the Caloosahatchee) had started construction 
so there would be no ability to use any of that 11,000 
acres for emergency conditions.  Additionally, the SFW-
MD Governing Board had just dismissed an option to 

purchase lands south of Lake Okeechobee.  
Despite knowing this event was coming, the SFW-

MD made no advance emergency planning for water stor-
age or operational contingencies.  Odd as that was, it got 
even odder once the water started arriving.  The last week 
of January, El Niño dumped a record-breaking 14 inches 
of rain in one week.  In a normal January we receive only 
1-2 inches in the whole month.  

Rain and Lake O
Lake Okeechobee water levels were already on the 

high side and rising precipitously.  At water levels of 16 
feet, the Herbert Hoover Dike (which surrounds the lake) 
becomes a driving concern for the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers as seepage and piping through the earthen dike 
threaten failure of the dike, putting communities in the 
shadow of the dike at risk.   

Knowing that water comes into the lake six times 
faster than it can be released by opening all outlets, the 
Corps ratcheted up releases to the estuaries to maximum 
capacity due to rapidly rising water levels.  

See Water on Page 4



Page 3

$260K
 to go!
$260K
 to go!

today

$725K$725K

2015-2016
annual Fund drive

2015-2016
annual Fund drive

Featuring New Orleans Jazz Legends

Kermit Ruffins & the BBQ Swingers

Saturday April 9, 6-10 pm
3333 San-Cap Road, Sanibel Island

sccfbeer.eventbrite.com

5th Annual

$50 Early Bird
$60 in Advance
$70 Day Of

Presenting Sponsor: Band Sponsor:

$10 in TruxBux

All gifts will help us meet the generous 
match offered by Gretchen Valade.

Please Help us 
Meet our Goal

See Shorebird on Page 7

Welcome to our new Shorebird  
Program Coordinator

Audrey Albrecht joined SCCF in February as our new Shorebird Pro-
gram Coordinator and Biologist.  Joel 
Caouette, SCCF’s Shorebird Coordina-
tor for the past several years, has taken 
a job with the City of Sanibel as a Con-
servation Officer.

SCCF is pleased to welcome Au-
drey just as the shorebird nesting season 
gets underway here on the islands.

Audrey is originally from coastal Con-
necticut, and graduated from the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island with a B.S. in wildlife 
conservation biology and management in 
2006. For several years she worked a vari-
ety of seasonal jobs across the U.S. includ-
ing the monitoring of various shorebird species throughout New England, 
controlling invasive plants by non-chemical means in California, and assess-
ing habitat for Canada Lynx in Wyoming.

 In 2010 she began working with Virginia Tech on a project assessing the 
impacts of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill on wintering Piping Plovers in 
coastal Louisiana and Texas. This project led to two more years of monitoring, 
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As of the end of January, NOAA’s precipitation 
outlook was above normal for the next month.

Lake level projections potentially took the lake into the High 
Management Band from February through April.

Projected lake level range

La
ke

 le
ve

l (
fe

et
)

Actual lake level

Low

HigH

intermediate

Base FLow

Anatomy of the Deluge:  Some Lake Management Basics

When lake levels are projected to be High and the 30-day weather 
forecast shows rain, the LORS schedule dictates “up to maximum 
discharge capacity.” 

1

3

2

All graphics on pages 4-5 based 
on graphics from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers

Water  -- Continued from Page 2
SFWMD:  Backpumping and Blaming the Feds

So as the estuaries were getting pummeled with fresh-
water discharges not only from the lake but also from our 
own watersheds, the SFWMD — claiming flood control 
measures — began backpumping flood waters from com-
munities around the lake, into the lake.  

The SFWMD pointed out this is a legal activity un-
der the LORS water control plan (which regulates lake 
management and flood control).  

While it might be “legal,” it isn’t logical to add water 
to a lake that is struggling to discharge water to prevent 
failure of the dike.  Dike failure would cause catastrophic 
flooding of those same communities the SFWMD said 
they were protecting from flooding by backpumping.  

Instead it would have made more sense for them to 
use their “forward pumps” to pump the water south into 
the Ag fields that surround those communities.  

But wait, it gets odder still.  Three weeks later, while 
in the midst of maximum releases to lower the lake, the 
SFWMD put out a press release asking the Corps to re-
duce releases.  The lake was still well above 16 feet and no 
water was going to the south.  If they cut back releases, 
how would that help reduce lake levels or reduce pressure 
on the dike?  It would not.  

Adding to the confusion, the next week the Governor 
declared a state of emergency for Lee, Martin and St. Lucie 
counties and blamed the Federal government, citing their 
need to fund more dike improvements.  While dike im-
provements are needed and work has been ongoing, the 
last paragraph of the declaration states: “We need President 
Obama to get engaged immediately on this issue and fully 
fund the needed repairs to their dike so massive U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ discharges are no longer needed.”

Jan. 31, 2016   Weather Forecast

2008 LORS
Lake Okeechobee Release Schedule
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See Water on Page 6

blooms.  And then all that water was discharged to 
the estuaries, contributing between 40 – 60% of the 
nitrogen loading to the Caloosahatchee.  

The dike needs to be made safe, which may 
provide some additional operational flexibility for 
the Corps in deciding how much water can be held 
back.  However, neither the living Lake ecosystem 
nor the estuaries will benefit from raising opera-
tional water levels above 15.5 ft. for any extended 
duration.  We will oppose any effort to return the 
operation of  the lake to a reservoir for the sole ben-
efit of  the EAA agricultural community.

The Only Solution:  Storage South of Lake O
For over 20 years engineering studies and re-

ports have been consistent and clear:  additional 
storage throughout the greater Everglades is need-
ed and — central to that —is storage south of Lake 
Okeechobee in the EAA.  From the Restudy in the 
1990s that resulted in CERP (the Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration Plan of 2000) — and every 
analysis since then — there is one project that is 
central to restoration: a storage reservoir south of 
Lake Okeechobee in the EAA.  

Several years ago the SFWMD invited the 
public to participate in planning sessions called 
River of Grass to evaluate and design needed stor-
age and treatment.  Several plans were designed 
including our own, named the Estuary Driven Ev-
erglades Restoration plan.  The SFWMD modeled 
and evaluated performance of the plans and even 
proposed a plan of their own.  

So the real question is: what is the state’s plan for 

Fortunately, there was less rain in February than predicted.  Less rain com-
bined with high Lake releases began to lower Lake levels.

Throughout January, most of the water coming down the Caloosahatchee was from 
the river’s watershed.  The story changed at the end of January, with less rain and 
the start of high Lake releases.

4

Lake Okeechobee Level
HigH Lake 

management

average 
water LeveL

water sHortage 
management

Lake levels begin to fall
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Lake O

Caloosahatchee 
Watershed

Where Does the Water 
Come From?

Caloosahatchee: 

Contribution from lake vs. watershed increases sharply

Total Discharges from Nov. 1, 2015 to March 3, 2016    
464,500 acre-feet from Lake O to Caloosahatchee
455,344 acre-feet from Caloosahatchee Watershed between 

Lake O and Franklin Lock
915,600 Total acre-feet through Franklin Lock*

*Number here is lower than in the graph left below because the grey area  (Caloo-
sahatchee watershed) also includes the “tidal basin” west of  S79 (for which there 
is no measurement so numbers are estimated).  See green area in map below.

A Stronger Dike is NOT the Answer
The clear implication here is that the solution to ending 

discharges to the estuaries is a stronger dike so we can hold 
more water in Lake Okeechobee — but that isn’t the answer.  
Here’s why:
1. Holding water higher in the lake will drown the marsh and 

littoral zone that provides all the habitat, nursery and oxy-
gen for the lake ecosystem.  

2. The result would be a deeper lake with more polluted water 
and little habitat.

3. All of that polluted water would eventually be flushed to 
the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries.  

4. We would have more prolonged deluges than we’ve had be-
fore because — with more water in the lake — it would take 
even longer to get the water out of the lake.
We’ve already seen that scenario play out, between the 

1990s - 2007.  High water levels killed the marsh and littoral 
zone.  High water devastated the marsh and littoral habitat and 
food supplies such as apple snails; the loss of the food supply 
drove off the endangered snail kite.  This dead vegetation in-
creased nutrient pollution in the lake and caused toxic algae 
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Water  -- Continued from Page 5

Businesses can report economic losses  
related to Lake O

In response to severe economic losses from fre-
quent discharges of harmful floodwaters from Lake 
Okeechobee by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the 
State Emergency Response Team has activated the Flori-
da Virtual Business Emergency Operations Center.

The center will assist in assessing the impact the 
discharges and flooding have had on local businesses in 
Lee, Martin and St. Lucie counties. It is a partnership 
between the Florida Division of Emergency Manage-
ment and the Center for Disaster Risk Policy at Florida 
State University.

Affected businesses can complete a "Business Dam-
age Assessment Survey" available at: flvbeoc.org/index.
php?action=bda. Select the "Lake Okeechobee Discharge" 
event (link at sccf.org under “Current Issues” box.

The survey results will be shared with various state 
and local agencies to expedite implementation of appro-
priate disaster relief programs for affected businesses.

EAA storage now that they have dismissed the land purchase 
option?  We need a plan for storage south of the lake.  Without 
this central solution to accommodate excess water, we will 
simply relive this nightmare over and over again, hoping for a 
different result.  Einstein called this the definition of insanity.  
Let’s ask the District to make a plan to stop the harm.

Caloosahatchee Watershed
The lake is just one part of the Caloosahatchee water 

challenge.  The Caloosahatchee watershed includes ap-
proximately 850,000 acres of land along both sides of the 
75-mile-long river — almost large enough to contain two 
Lake Okeechobees.  Watershed runoff adds to our excess 
estuary discharges and often is the source of unwanted 
excess water when we are not getting lake releases.  

After the 2005 flooding event, the SFWMD calcu-
lated that significant additional storage was needed in the 
Caloosahatchee watershed: a total of 450,000 acre feet.  
(An acre foot can be visualized as a football field with one 
foot of water on it).  The C43 reservoir will provide ap-
proximately 170,000 acre feet of storage so an additional 
280,000 acre ft are still needed.  We have asked the Dis-
trict to identify where large inflows are coming into the 
river between the Franklin and Ortona Locks so project(s) 
might be identified for those areas.   

There is positive and effective restoration project 

development and planning going on in our watershed. 
Working under the radar is a SFWMD project manager, 
Steve Sentes, who has been building partnerships and 
finding funding for a broad series of projects in our wa-
tershed to address water recharge, fix alterations in the 
watershed hydrology, redirect flows to reestablish his-
toric flows.  Check out our website for projects includ-
ing Mirror Lakes (redirecting flows from Lehigh canals 
from the Caloosahatchee to recharge water supplies in 
Lehigh and move the water south as it once flowed to-
ward Estero Bay); the Charlotte Harbor Flatwoods proj-
ect (redirects flows to the tributaries of coastal Charlotte 
Harbor instead of flooding North Fort Myers) and many 
more.  The amazing thing is that Steve has worked with 
a wide variety of partner organizations to find problems, 
compile funding and fix problems in our watershed.  
Thanks, Steve, and all the partnerships you have created.   

What You Can Do NOW
1. Write to the SFWMD about  EAA Storage Reservoir.  

Find a link to their emails at sccf.org/”Current Issues” 
green box.   Ask the SFWMD to provide a plan for a 
storage reservoir in the Everglades Agricultural Area 
(EAA). Last year the SFWMD Governing Board dis-
missed the plan for a storage reservoir south of Lake 
O in the EAA. 

20 years of studies and review cite the necessity of 
such a reservoir to achieve Everglades restoration and 
provide benefits to many parts of the system includ-
ing: reducing pressure on the dike and communities 
below the dike, health of the Lake ecosystem, reduc-
ing discharges to the estuaries, additional water sup-
ply for agriculture, provide needed freshwater to the 
Everglades and Florida Bay.  

This is a singularly central project that serves to ad-
dress many ecosystem needs.  

Ask what their plan is, and urge them to make a plan 
to stop the harm.  

2.  Ask the SFWMD to add flow monitors in the Caloosa-
hatchee watershed between S77 (the Moore Haven lock) 
and S79 (the WP Franklin lock) to determine sources of 
significant, harmful inflows from the watershed.

3. Ask the SFWMD to identify sources of high water-
shed inflows to the Caloosahatchee and build stor-
age to address the 280,000 acre feet of storage and 
treatment needed beyond the C43 reservoir currently 
under construction. 
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All Rat Poisons Are Not Created Equal
By Dee Serage, Living with Wildlife Educator

SCCF applauds all homeowners 
who have decided to just say “NO” 
to rodent poisons that can kill our 
eagles, owls, and bobcats that eat the 
rat that ate the poison.  Killing all 
outside rats is impossible and should 
not be the goal… but using snap or 
electric traps on your porch or in 
your house is a necessity.  SCCF uses 
“slim Jims” as trap bait for our rodent 
issues.  Plugging up all the crevices 
where rats enter your home is still the 
best rat control, and you can pay your 
pest control company to do this.

But what about controlling rats 
at condominiums and homes that are 
overseen by management companies 
where “Just saying NO” to poisons 
is more complicated?  More compli-
cated because who is going to empty 
the rats from the traps once they are 
caught?  Snap traps can be put in 
safety boxes outside just like poison 
can but, once again, who is going to 
dispose of the trapped rats?  In cases 
where poisons are going to continue 
to be used, the kind of rodenticide is 
very important.  

It was brodifacoum that was 

found by CROW in the blood of the 
local eagle, “Ozzie,” after his death.  
This same poison is blamed for a re-
cent eagle death in Tampa.

Tell your pest control service and 
management company to not use 
second generation “anticoagulants” 
(brodifacoum is the most toxic, but 
also included are bromaiolone, dif-
enacoum, or difethialone; they will 
be impressed that you know about 
these products.  The rats eat these 20 
to 30 times before they die and they 
are now banned for use by homeown-
ers by the Environmental Protection 
Agency but pesticide companies are 
still allowed to use them. 

Demand that the rodenticide is 
not a second generation anticoagu-
lant.  Recently a local pest control 
company responded to this demand, 
suggesting a product called bro-
methalin which is not an anticoagu-
lant and is much easier on the critter 
who eats the poisoned rats.  This is 
definitely not perfect but it is safer 
for wildlife.  Other poisons that are 
not anticoagulants are cholecalcif-
erol and zinc phosphide. Even the 

first-generation anticoagulant, war-
farin, is easier on wildlife.

I hope this has helped if you can’t 
just say no to poisons, but be aware 
that all of these products have risks.  
In California, 78% of mountain li-
ons, 84% of foxes, and 92% of raptors 
tested had rodenticdes in their toxin 
screenings. Our barn owls are gone.  
Has anyone seen a great horned owl 
lately? I wonder how much poison 
our island eagles and bobcats have 
ingested?  

Will the next rat be the straw that 
broke the eagle’s back?   

Do NOT use these second-gen-
eration anticoagulants:

•	 brodifacoum
•	 bromaiolone
•	 difenacoum
•	 difethialone   

These are not anticoagulants:
•	 bromethalin
•	 cholecalciferol
•	 zinc phosphide   

A first-generation anticoagu-
lant that is easier on wildlife:

•	 warfarin

Shorebird  -- Cont.from Pg 3Water -- Continued from left
banding, and re-sighting Piping Plovers, 
Least Terns, and Snowy Plovers in South 
Dakota and Nebraska for Virginia Tech.  In 
2013 she joined the staff at the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey’s Northern Prairie Wildlife 
Research Center in North Dakota.  She 
split her time there between two projects. 
She spent fall and spring assessing migra-
tory stopover habitat used by Whooping 
Cranes along the central flyway from the 
Canadian border down to Oklahoma. She 
spent summers monitoring, banding, and 
re-sighting nesting Piping Plovers and Least 
Terns on the Missouri River system and in 
the Alkali Lakes region of North Dakota 
and Montana. 

4. Ask the SFWMD to stop rolling back their annual tax rate (which 
amounts to $6 for an average household) so they have adequate money 
to upgrade infrastructure, identify land for storage and purchase, and 
to build projects.

The Mayor and the Congressman

A new partnership has developed that brings fresh messengers and 
needed attention and opportunity to address our water challenges.   Sani-
bel Mayor Kevin Ruane and U.S, Representative Curt Clawson have part-
nered to make a full court press to highlight and build consensus on solu-
tions and projects needed to address the recurring water deluges like the 
one we are experiencing now.  

The Mayor has convened the area mayors to focus on short and 
long term projects and initiatives that can provide results.  They joined 

See Water on Page 8
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Join SCCF for a celebration of Earth Day — 
complete with birthday cake! — and listen to 
stories from Dr. Jack E. Davis about our coast-
al waters and the people who live here.  The 
program starts at 1 p.m. on Friday, April 22 
and will be held at the Nature Center.

Dr. Davis is a professor of environmental 
history and sustainability studies at University of 
Florida.  He spent his childhood on the shores of the Gulf 
of Mexico in the panhandle region.  His books cover an 
interesting range of non-fiction topics including the writ-
ings of Marjory Stoneman Douglas, civil rights, feminism 
and the environmental history of Florida. 

Davis was spurred on by a well-received an article 
written post-BP-oil troubles for a Florida Endowment for 
Humanities publication about the history of the Gulf. 

Since 2011, his research has broadened to other Gulf 
coastal areas, including our islands, examining how nature 

shaped societies and how natural resources developed 
communities.  Dr. Davis is about to publish a new 
book, Gulf of Mexico:  Making of an American Sea.

By his own admission, he is more excited 
about speaking to the intellectually curious 
than communicating within the world of aca-

demia. Inquiring minds are one of the hallmarks 
of our island communities.

 Come take advantage of the opportunity hear a man 
whose passion is telling the stories of Florida’s environ-
ments and the people who reside there and, for us, about 
the coastal waters that surround us.

Earth Day, Friday, April 22; the program begins at 1 
p.m. in the Nature Center.  Following the talk, join SCCF 
for some of SCCF’s Earth Day birthday cake.  Dr. Davis 
will also be speaking at 5:30 at the CCA on Captiva, host-
ed by the Captiva Island Historical Society, presenting the 
History of the Gulf of Mexico.

Mother Earth

and

SCCF
Celebrate Earth Day by supporting the 

conservation efforts of SCCF. If you have not 
yet contributed to SCCF’s annual operations, 
your Earth Day gift will qualify you as an SCCF 
Member in good standing for another year. If 
you have already made a donation this year, we 
hope you might consider making an additional 
gift to mark this conservation celebration.

   
Please use the enclosed reply envelope or 

donate online at www.sccf.org today!
   

For additional information please contact:   
Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768 or

Erick Lindblad at 239-472-2329   
www.sccf.org

Please Renew Your Support
forCelebrate Earth Day April 22 and Hear Dr. Jack Davis

By Kristie Anders, Education Director

Calling photographers: begin now taking your photos to submit for the 
March 2017:  “Pollinators In Focus: Beyond Honeybees”  display at the SCCF 
Bailey Homestead.  In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of SCCF, 50 photos 
will be chosen and displayed.

 According to the Florida Wildflower Foundation, 30% of our food crops 
depend on pollinators as well 80% of our wildflowers, shrubs, and trees.  Much 
of the pollination attributed to the wonderful but not native European honeybee 
is actually done by native pollinators.

Each photo must include a Florida native wildflower or agricultural crop and a 
pollinator….sorry no honey bees allowed.  Photos of nesting and mating behavior 
will also be accepted.  To participate or for help with identification e-mail Dee at 
dserage@sccf.org.   Pollinator species accepted are moths, wasps, bees, and butterflies. Remember no picking the wildflowers!

Pick BlueBerries in laBelle
On Tuesday, April 12, carpool with other islanders to Patty’s U-Pick 
blueberry Patch in Labelle.  Hand pick your blueberries and learn 
about the bees that pollinate the 5 varieties raised on this 6 acre farm.  
Florida actually has a native blueberry and a native bee that pollinates 
it.  We will have lunch in Labelle and  then visit the Curtis family’s 
honey shop.  David Curtis makes mangrove and seagrape honey on 
SCCF preserves during the summer bloom.  Tuesday, April 12.  Reser-
vations are required.  Cost $10.  Please call  472-2329 to register.

Pollinators in Focus: Beyond HoneyBees
Page 6

Pollinators in Beyond Honeybees

Photo by Lucas Century

Congressman Clawson in Washington, DC to walk 
the halls to help educate our Florida delegation about 
needed solutions.   Congressman Clawson is also draft-
ing a series of bills to address these issues.   This is the kind 

of leadership we need in order to focus on and prioritize 
solutions, and communicate the benefits to be gained.   
We applaud and encourage their continuing efforts and 
pledge to be a resource to provide the science, context 
and public support as opportunities provide.   Thank you!

Water -- Continued from Page 7
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Bailey hoMeSTead preServe — 
Making The land Work

Join SCCF’s Kristie Anders or Dee Century for a walk-
ing history tour of one of the newest SCCF preserves. 
The walk will focus on reclaiming the land for wildlife 
and how the land has been used through time. For half a 
century the land was worked as a farm. It also served as 
home for several generations of the Bailey family.   Tour 
includes a look at the newly planted gardens at the Na-
tive Landscapes and Garden Center plus entrance to the 
Bailey family home which is open by tour only. Mondays, 
April 4, 11, 18 and 25 at 1 p.m. Thursdays, April 7, 14, 
21 and 28 at 11 a.m.  Meet at the Gateway kiosk on the 
Shipley Trail.  

BoBcaT TaleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, April 13 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

BuTTerFly houSe TourS 
A guide will teach you about the life cycle and behavior of 
butterflies.  Tuesdays at 10 a.m.  $1 donation.  The house is 
also open to visitors without a guide.

calooSahaTchee oxBoW & riverlore cruiSe

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance res-
ervations and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is 
limited, call 472-2329.  Cruise dates: Apr. 10 and May 8 
(Mother’s Day)

The ciTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T and The SaniBel plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural sys-
tems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and the 

shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This work 
led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the Sanibel 
Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the preserva-
tion of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we all 
enjoy today. Friday, April 8 at 1 p.m.  Cost of the program is $5 
per adult, with members and children attending for free. 

coyoTe and Bear TaleS

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented 
on the island; the black bear was relocated to northern 
Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors of these two 
new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every county 
in Florida.  Both human and bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from 
insects and fruits.  Wednesday, April 20 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

earTh day celeBraTion

Join SCCF for a celebration of Earth Day — complete 
with birthday cake! — and listen to stories from Dr. Jack 
E. Davis about our coastal waters and the people who live 
here.  The program starts at 1 p.m. on Friday, April 22 and 
will be held at the Nature Center.  See Page 8 for more info.

gaTor & crocodile TaleS

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what 
we must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the 
islands.  Wednesday, April 6 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children 
attending for free.

SCCF April 2016  Program Schedule

Bailey hoMeSTead preServe — Making The land Work
Join SCCF’s Kristie Anders or Dee Century for a walking history tour of one of the newest SCCF preserves. The 
walk will focus on reclaiming the land for wildlife and how the land has been used through time. For half a century 
the land was worked as a farm. It also served as home for several generations of the Bailey family.   Tour includes a 
look at the newly planted gardens at the Native Landscapes and Garden Center plus  entrance to the Bailey family 
home which is open by tour only.  Mondays, April 4, 11, 18 and 25 at 1 p.m. Thursdays, April 7, 14, 21 and 28 at 
11 a.m.  Meet at the Gateway kiosk on the Shipley Trail (near the entrance to the Bailey Homestead Preserve).

Bailey Homestead Preserve — Making the Land Work

Photo by Suzi Carroll
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SCCF April 2016  Program Schedule
oWl TaleS

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an os-
prey, hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in 
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  Will 
the Barn Owls use the nest box on the side of the Nature 
Center this year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting 
phase with males guarding territory and calling to females.  
Wednesday, April 27 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is 
$5 with SCCF members and children attending for free.

SnoWy ploverS

Watch where you walk there are plovers on the beach and 
nesting is beginning.  SCCF has been monitoring and 
staking the nests of this shorebird on Sanibel beaches for 
13 years.  Join SCCF biologists to learn about this threat-
ened species and what you can do to protect their small 
nesting populations.  Thursday, April 14 and 28 at 1:00 
p.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, 
with members and children free.

 Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesday, April 5 and 
19 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.

TideS, currenTS & Florida ShelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This 
is an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, 
the moon orbits and the winds blow. Friday, April 15 at 
1 p.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is 
$5 per adult, with members and children free.

Trail WalkS: explore SaniBel’S inTerior WeTlandS

Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  Join us for a guided 
walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges 
of the Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, nat-
ural and cultural history and preservation efforts.  Trail 
walks will be offered through April 15 on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, Thursdays and Fridays at 11 a.m.  Meet at the Nature 
Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for non-members; free to 
members and children. 

TurTle TrackS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, April 7 and 21 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

u-pick BlueBerrieS, pollinaTorS in laBelle

On Tuesday, April 12, carpool with other islanders to 
Patty’s U-Pick blueberry Patch in Labelle.  Hand pick 
your blueberries and learn about the bees that pollinate 
the 5 varieties raised on this 6 acre farm.  Florida actually 
has a native blueberry and a native bee that pollinates it.  
We will have lunch in Labelle and  then visit the Curtis 
family’s honey shop.  David Curtis makes mangrove and 
seagrape honey on SCCF preserves during the summer 
bloom.  Tuesday, April 12.  Reservations are required.  Cost 
$10.  Please call  472-2329 to register.

WildFloWer & pollinaTor Walk

Join Dee for a “Wildflower and Pollinator Walk” at SCCF’s 
Native Landscapes & Garden Center’s new pollinator gar-
den at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.  See who is nectar-
ing on the hundreds of wildflowers and learn the native 
butterfly host plants.  Tuesday, April 5 and 19 at 11 a.m.  
There is no charge but advance reservations are required.   
Call 472-2329.  

You can keep up with all of SCCF's 
stories and news by signing up for 

our blog at 
www.blog.sccf.org
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April 2016 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

John Morse 
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Ron Gibson - President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements- Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2016
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce

Paul Roth
Richard Shipley Kristie Anders

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF	is	dedicated	to	the	conservation	of	
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on	Sanibel	and	Captiva	and	
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF
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SCCF MeMber Update

May-JUne 2016

FGCU Volunteers Nominated for Award for Work at Marine Lab
A group of civic engagement under-

graduates from Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity (FGCU) have been nominated 
for the “Most Impact Award” for their 
work with SCCF’s Marine Laboratory. 
The group of six Marine Science majors 
have worked with Dr. Eric Milbrandt, 
the Marine Lab’s Director, on a proj-
ect titled, “The World is your Oyster.”  
The Lab has a long history with FGCU 
faculty and students, who have co-au-
thored articles and conducted research 
projects collaboratively since 2002. Dr. 
Milbrandt is also on the graduate faculty 
and has mentored graduate students on 
various mangrove, seagrass, and other 
topics in marine ecology. 

The FGCU students meet at the 
Marine Lab or the boat ramp to help 
the Lab’s staff count oyster spat, measure 
oysters, and assist with ongoing restora-
tion activities. The students, all Marine 
Science majors, are enrolled full time yet 
have committed energy and time (56.5 
hours since January). 

Above:  FGCU students worked with Lab Director Eric Milbrandt to shape the 
piles of fossil shell delivered earlier by a contractor.  They are adding flushing 
channels to the reef.  It’s anticipated that oysters will begin to settle on the reef 
this spring/summer.

Left:  Dr. Milbrandt at the helm, head-
ing in from the work on the soon-to-be 
oyster bar.
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Shorebird Monitoring:  Red Knots
By Audrey Albrecht, Shorebird Program Coordinator & Biologist

Some of the most remarkable 
visitors to Sanibel’s beaches are of-
ten overlooked.  The drab colors of 
the red knot’s non-breeding plumage 
can make them difficult to distin-
guish from the many other species 
of wintering shorebirds.  In breeding 
plumage they have an unmistakable 
cinnamon red face, throat, and chest, 
whereas in the winter they are a drab 
grayish brown with a pale underside.  
They can be seen in small groups 
of just a few individuals or in large 
flocks of 100 or more. 

Red knots are known for their in-
credible migrations. Some individu-
als fly more than 9,300 miles from 
their arctic tundra breeding grounds 
to their wintering grounds on the 
southern tip of South America. Some 
others winter in the southeast U.S. 
and in the northwest Gulf of Mexico.  
One famous individual red knot is 
known as the “moon bird” because 
he has flown enough miles in his 21 
years of migration to fly to the moon 
and at least halfway back. 

In March, a large group of ap-
proximately 120 individuals was ob-
served in the vicinity of Bowman’s 
beach, and within that group were 
some banded individuals. 

One individual, with a light 
green leg flag coded “V5E,” stood out 
among the crowd, as it had both a flag 
and a geolocator (a small yellow device 
attached to the bird’s upper leg that re-
cords light levels and allows research-
ers to determine location information 
based on daylight length). V5E was 
originally captured and banded in 
2011 as an adult on Kiawah Island, 
SC and has been sighted in many 
other locations, though this is the first 
recorded observation on Sanibel. 

Another individual, with a dark 
green flag coded “HYT” was cap-
tured at Cooks Beach, NJ in 2015. 
It will be interesting to see where else 
this bird is observed over the next 
several years. Some other individuals 
in the group were originally banded 

here on Sanibel in 2007 and have 
been consistently seen on Sanibel ev-
ery year since. 

In December 2014, the rufa sub-
species of the red knot (Calidris ca-
nutus rufa) was listed as “Threatened” 
under the Endangered Species Act. A 
“threatened” status means that this 
species is at risk of becoming endan-
gered throughout all or a significant 
portion of its range.  These birds face 
many threats throughout all of their 
range. While they are here on Sanibel 
they are at risk for ingesting red tide 
toxins that have accumulated in the 
tiny coquina clams that they forage 
heavily upon. Many sick red knots 
were taken into CROW for treatment 
during the most recent red tide. 

One thing to remember about 
the shorebirds and waterbirds here 
on Sanibel is that many of them are 
fueling up for incredibly long flights 
and need to gain a lot of body mass 
to sustain them.  It is very important 

Red knots photographed on Sanibel in early March.  Photo above of “HYT,” who 
was banded at Cooks Beach, NJ in 2015.  Below left, “V5E” was originally captured 
and banded in 2011 as an adult on Kiawah Island, SC and has been sighted in 
many other locations, though this is the first recorded observation on Sanibel.
Photos by Clamflat Photos.



Page 3

$110K
 to go!
$110K
 to go! today

$725K$725K

2015-2016
annual Fund drive

2015-2016
annual Fund drive

All gifts will help us meet the generous 
match offered by Gretchen Valade.

Please Help us 
Meet our Goal

Welcome Shorebird Intern Alaina Mahn
Alaina is from Centerburg, Ohio and recently graduated with a B.S. 

in Biology from Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. At Calvin she 
spent a summer researching herring gulls and Caspian terns in the Great 
Lakes and the impacts of chemical contaminants, such as PCBs, on chick 
productivity in the colonies and the birds’ immune health. During this 
work she also spent a week in Adirondack Park assisting common loon 
banding and immune system tests. Alaina has also worked in science edu-
cation for a summer at a small Ohio science center and has volunteered 
at both the Columbus Zoo and the John Ball Zoo. While she is interested 
in many areas of biology, she is most excited about topics in ornithology 
and costal ecology.

to keep dogs on a leash and walk them a reasonable distance away from 
flocks of feeding or resting birds by the water or on the beach. It is also 
important to teach children not to chase after birds or run towards large 
groups of them. Forcing the birds to use all of this extra energy can have 
a negative impact.

If you have questions about banded birds, or any birds in general, 
you can contact the shorebird program coordinator, Audrey Albrecht via 
e-mail at aalbrecht@sccf.org.

Red Knots -- Continued from left

SCCF members may now help SCCF by donating a used car, 
truck, boat or RV.  A donation returns 70% of the net proceeds to 
SCCF and the donor will receive a receipt for tax purposes showing 
the value of the donation.

No matter where you live, it’s easy to donate your vehicle.  Just 
call Carol Zell at (239) 392-2122 and she will send you a form to fill 
out.  Car Program, Inc., will pick up your vehicle, handle all of the 
paperwork and transfer of title, and send you a donation receipt.  It’s 
that simple!  You won’t have to worry about a low-ball trade-in offer or 
trying to sell your vehicle by owner.

You may also call Car Program, Inc., direct at (800) 240-0160 and 
tell them you wish to donate your vehicle to the Sanibel-Captiva Con-

servation Foundation.  They will guide you 
through the simple process.

Tell your friends and family about the 
SCCF Vehicle Donation Program.  A vehicle 
donated to SCCF will help us with our fund-
raising efforts.  Thank you for your support!

You Can Help SCCF 
by Donating Your Used Car, Truck, Boat or RV
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The Florida legislature passed an $82.3 billion dollar 
budget by the time they wrapped up the 2016 session 
on March 11.  Below are a few highlights of what hap-
pened with much broader, additional detail provided on 
our website courtesy of Tallahassee Lobbyist David Cul-
len and Florida Conservation Voters Aliki Moncreif (sccf.
org home page, Current Issues green box, click on 2015 Leg-
islative Wrapup.)

Budget
Amendment 1

The 2014 amendment that directed 33% of state doc 
stamp taxes to Florida Forever land purchases and land 
and water restoration made progress this year with the 
passage of the Legacy Florida bill sponsored by Stuart 
Republicans Rep. Gayle Harrell and Senate President-

designate Joe Negron. The bill establishes a formula for 
spending Amendment 1 dollars.  This year’s Amendment 
1 budget allocated by the legislature is $902.9 million; 
$171.5 million more than 2015.  

The appropriations act mandates the first cut of 
funding be directed to pay debt service on Florida For-
ever bonds, which this year totals $175.7 million.  Of the 
funds remaining, the lesser of 25% or $200 million of 
Amendment 1 funds are appropriated annually for Ever-
glades projects that implement the CERP (Comprehen-
sive Everglades Restoration Plan) plan and the Northern 
Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program.  An annual 
allocation of $32 million is designated for Restoration 
Strategies, the water quality projects required by the court 
order to clean up water moving south until completion in 
2023-24.  Of the remaining balance, the lesser of 76.5% 

Recap of the Session
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Spreadsheet from Florida Conservation Voters.  More information available at fcvoters.org/2016-budget-summary

Comparison of Water and Land Conservation Amendment Appropriations (FY16-17)
(Appropriations for the Land Acquisition Trust Fund Only)       In Millions

FINAL 2016
2015 -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   2016   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -

2016 Legislative Session
Florida

by Rae Ann Wessel, SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director
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or $100 million shall be dedicated each fiscal year through 
2025-26  for planning, design, engineering and construc-
tion of designated CERP projects such as the C-43 res-
ervoir in the Caloosahatchee watershed and the Central 
Everglades Project (CEP). The bill states the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection (DEP) and South 
Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) shall give 
preference  to Everglades restoration projects that reduce 
harmful discharges of water from Lake Okeechobee to the 
Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries.  

Additional dedicated, non-Everglades restoration 
funding includes an appropriation for the lesser of 7.6% 
or $50 million annually for springs restoration, protec-
tion and management projects and $5 million annually 
through 2025-26 to the St. Johns Water Management 
District for Lake Apopka.  

This year’s budget continues to underfund Florida 
Forever, the intended target for Amendment 1 mon-
ies.  This year’s FF budget remains the same as 2015 
with only $15 million appropriated for a program that 
historically was funded at $300 million. This year the 
money may also be used by SFWMD for water supply 
projects.  Florida Forever is the program that has pur-
chased, restored and provided the tremendous state park 
system that has been recognized three times as the best 
in the nation!  The value of these resources feeds our 
state’s economy, provides our water supply and connects 
corridors for our unique wildlife while creating spectac-
ular recreational opportunities.  Other funding included 
beach management which dropped from $25 to $21.2 
million; rural and family lands funding increased to $35 
million to purchase conservation easements on agricul-
tural lands and Florida Communities Trust funding for 
parks remained at $10 million.

Unfortunately the budget also allocates 20% of the 
$903 million for salaries, vehicle purchases and other 
routine expenses which is not what the voters intended.   
Lawsuits are still pending from last year regarding the leg-
islature’s decisions on what to fund with this conservation 
funding.  Stay tuned.  

Newly available from Florida Conservation Voters 
is their 2016 Legislative Report that reviews bills that 
passed, whether the vote was environment-friendly or 
not and how each elected official voted.  It’s like a report 
card — they call it an accountability tool — that voters 
can rely on as they choose who best represents their con-
servation values in Tallahassee. Remember it’s an elec-
tion year!   Check out this great new tool at:  http://www.
fcvoters.org/2016-legislative-report/

See Page 6 to view the appropriations for the Water 
Management District.

Water Bill 
The Florida Legislature and sponsor Representative 

Matt Caldwell (our local representative), brought back the 
massive water bill that failed in 2015 due to the early de-
parture of the House.  This year the fix was in with the far 
reaching water bill passing the first week of session despite 
broad opposition from environmental groups.  Although 
the bill had addressed deficits in last year’s bill, the harm 
resulting from Senate Bill 552 is in its reliance on Basin 
Management Action Plans (BMAPs) and Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMPs) to achieve water quality goals, es-
pecially in the Lake Okeechobee watershed.  It eliminates 
the deadline for Lake Okeechobee to meet its phosphorus 
pollution reductions — with no new date set.  It fails to 
address water conservation.  It further compounds water 
supply issues by creating loopholes in the consumptive 
use permitting process for groundwater withdrawals.

A late addition to SB 552 that slightly improved it 
was a change that shifted oversight and enforcement au-
thority over BMPs from the Department of Agriculture 
to the Department of Environmental Protection.  That 
change also provide DEP the ability to change BMPs if 
they aren’t working.

Fracking  
The House and Senate bills were reruns that failed 

in the 2015 session due to the abrupt departure of the 
House before the end of session. Sadly both bill spon-
sors represent our local communities:  Senate bill sponsor, 
Senator Garrett Richter of Naples and House bill sponsor, 
Representative Ray Rodriques of Estero, despite the fact 
that several local communities — including the Village of 
Estero and City of Bonita Springs — passed ordinances 
banning fracking in their municipalities.   

The Senate bill, SB 318, failed to pass at the end of 
session after a close vote in the Senate Appropriations 
Committee when  Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto and a few 
others voted against the bill to follow Senator Joe Ne-
gron’s lead opposing the bill.     

It’s dismaying that our entire House delegation sup-
ported the bill even though it did not include — and 
therefore would not regulate — the specific type of frack-
ing performed in Florida limestone and this year both 
bill sponsors added language that would pre-empt local 
governments from regulating the activity.   

See Policy on Page 6
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At a March meeting hosted by the Ding Darling Wildlife Society, island partners met with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Jacksonville District Commander and Deputy District Commander for South Florida.  From left:  Ding Darling Wildlife Soci-
ety (DDWS) Secretary Jim Scott; City of Sanibel Vice Mayor Mick Denham; Trent Peake, Sanibel-Captiva Islands Chamber of 
Commerce; Sanibel Mayor Kevin Ruane; Sanibel Director of Natural Resources James Evans; Jacksonville District Commander, 
Colonel Jason Kirk; Chamber President Ric Base; DDWS President Doris Hardy, Jacksonville District Lt. Colonel Jennifer 
Reynolds, Deputy District Commander for South Florida; Rae Ann Wessel, DDWS Vice President Mike Baldwin; J.N. “Ding” 
Darling National Wildlife Refuge Deputy Refuge Manager Joyce Palmer and Refuge Manager Paul Tritaik.

Policy - continued from Page 5

Of the $100 million in the Legacy Florida bill for proj-
ects in the state-federal CERP, the funding includes:
•	 $60	million	for	construction	of	treatment	wetlands	

and the pump station for the C-44 Reservoir and 
Stormwater Treatment Area (STA) project on the St. 
Lucie River in Martin County;

•	 $37	million	for	construction	of	the	C-43	Reservoir	
western cell and pump station on the Caloosahatchee 
River in Hendry County;

•	 $3	million	 for	 further	CERP	project	planning	and	
design;

The $32 million for construction of components of 
the Governor’s Restoration Strategies Plan includes:
•	 Expansion	 of	 STA-1	 West	 in	 western	 Palm	 Beach	

County;
•	 Expansion	of	the	Bolles	East	Canal	in	western	Palm	

Beach County to better distribute water between 
STAs;

$56.8 million for projects in the Northern Everglades 
and Estuaries Protection Program, includes:
•	 $9	million	for	construction	of	Lakeside	Ranch	STA	

Phase II in western Martin County;

•	 $47.8	million	for	new	water	storage	projects	through	
public-private partnerships;

$27.7 million for land acquisition for project con-
struction, includes:
•	 $16.9	million	for	the	Lake	Hicpochee	Storage	proj-

ect in Glades County at the historic headwaters of 
the Caloosahatchee River;

•	 $5.8	million	for	the	Biscayne	Bay	Coastal	Wetlands	
CERP project in Miami Dade County to restore 
freshwater flows to the BBNational Park;

•	 $5	 million	 for	 the	 Picayune	 Strand	 Restoration	
CERP project in Collier County to restore freshwa-
ter flows to the 10,000 islands;

$5 million for continuation of Dispersed Water Man-
agement projects on private lands.

$7 million from Alligator Alley tolls for:
•	 C-111	South	Dade	project	in	Miami-Dade	County;
•	 Seagrass	and	salinity	monitoring	in	Florida	Bay;
•	 Everglades	aquatic	plant	control;
•	 Expansion	of	the	Bolles	East	Canal	in	western	Palm	

Beach County to better distribute water between 
STAs

Legislature’s appropriations for the SFWMD

For those interested in reading the whole budget it can be found at: http://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Docu-
ments/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=er_GAA.pdf&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=5001&Session=2016.

Thanks to Tabitha Cale with Florida Audubon for this detailed breakout.  
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Policy continued on Page 8

On April 22,  the second phase of Tamiami Trail 
Bridging (2.6 miles) will break ground to expand the 
volume of water that can be moved into Everglades 
National Park.  Of these fundamental projects only 
the Essential Storage and Treatment project identified 
south of Lake Okeechobee (EAA Storage, Treatment 
and Conveyance) is left.  This one project is central to 
addressing the needs of the Lake ecosystem, dike safety, 
flood control for communities around the dike, the es-
tuaries, agricultural water supply and water supply for 
Everglades National Park and Florida Bay.  

Let’s get this one started!
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Policy - continued from Page 7
We expect fracking will be back again in the 2017 

session.  We battled with the legislature for seven years 
on the fertilizer issue.  In matters like this, persistence is 
needed to assure the lawmaking in Tallahassee is serving 
the taxpayers and not the special interests.   

   
State Lands

HB 1075 sponsored by Rep. Matt Caldwell. passed 
both chambers and was sent to the Governor for signa-
ture.  This massive bill is the result of several years of 
concerns expressed by some legislators about how state 
lands are managed and if that management could be 
improved. Conservation advocates fought the land give-
away and funding for private water projects.  Hopefully,  
some changes to the bill will benefit habitats and wild-
life. However, the bill contains language that would allow 
landowners contiguous to state-owned lands to acquire 
title to state lands in exchange for placing a permanent 
conservation easement on their own lands.  Rep. Caldwell 
argues this mechanism could enlarge the footprint of pro-
tected property, but since the public has no access to the 
private landowners land it really is a giveaway of state land 
purchased by the taxpayers.   The bill also eliminates the 
requirement that conservation land management plans be 
consistent with the purposes for which the lands were ac-
quired:  the bill requires only that the plans be compatible 
with “conservation, recreation, or both.”  The changes al-
low DEP significant discretion in the uses allowed and 
the fear is it may lead to incompatible uses such as graz-
ing, timbering, hunting, and off-road vehicle trails.

November Ballot Amendments
Unfortunately, the amendment we have been working 

on, Floridians for Solar Choice, did not gather sufficient 
signatures to make this year’s ballot.  However, there will 
be two Constitutional Amendments on the November 
ballot.  One is a competing amendment, “Smart Solar,” 
which is a big utility attempt to codify and expand their 
monopoly on electricity generation.  The second amend-
ment, dealing with tax exemptions, was put on by the 
Florida legislature by a joint resolution.

Renewable Energy Source Devices — The passage of 
Senate Joint Resolution 170 and House Joint Resolution 
193 will put a constitutional amendment on the ballot 
to amend Florida’s constitution to make it possible to ex-
empt properties from real estate or tangible property taxes 
on all renewable energy source devices such as solar pan-
els.  Currently, thanks to a constitutional amendment ad-

opted by voters in 2008 and an implementing bill passed 
in 2013, residential properties enjoy this exemption now.  
This year’s ballot issue would extend the exemption to 
nonresidential properties as well.  

So called “Smart Solar” —  You may have signed a 
petition for Solar Choice that we have been collecting and 
talking about for the past several months.  You may also 
have read that the large monopoly utilities got worried and 
created a competing amendment of their own, the so-called 
“Smart Solar” amendment.  Unfortunately last week the 
utility amendment won approval from a sharply divided 
Florida Supreme Court to get their amendment on the 
ballot this November.  Do not be fooled, the “Smart So-
lar” Amendment is backed by and will benefit large utili-
ties in Florida by codifying and expanding their monopoly 
on electricity generation, which would cut out the options 
we are seeking to get approved for individuals to be able 
to generate their own power from solar and contract with 
third parties to sell that power.  The so-called “Smart Solar” 
keeps Floridians in the dark.  To pass this amendment will 
require at least 60% of voters approval.  Codifying current 
practices to benefit large industry providers does not be-
long in the Constitution of Florida.  Vote NO on the so 
called “Smart Solar” amendment. 

SFWMD Meeting in Lee County June 9 
Save the date and plan to attend the SFWMD month-

ly Governing Board meeting scheduled for June 9 in Lee 
County at the Lee County Commission Chambers, 2120 
Main Street in Fort Myers.

This will be an informative meeting that will include a 
presentation by Steve Sentes from the local office on a suite 
of restoration projects he has been spearheading in our wa-
tershed.  This meeting will be a good chance to hear the 
district address the water issues and is a great opportunity 
to speak directly to the Governing Board about the need 
for a project south of Lake Okeechobee in the EAA.  

Watershed Projects
The SFWMD has determined that to address un-

wanted excess flows to the Caloosahatchee from its wa-
tershed alone, not including Lake Okeechobee water, 
450,000 acre-feet of storage is needed in the 850,000 
acres that make up the river’s watershed.  Following are 
a few of the watershed projects being pursued by the 
SFWMD.
1. The C-43 West Basin Reservoir (see map pg. 10) 

See Policy on Page 10
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Calling Island photographers: begin now taking your photos to submit for the 
March 2017:  “In Focus: Pollinators and Native Wildflowers” dis-
play at the SCCF Bailey Homestead.  In celebration of the 50th 
Anniversary of SCCF, 50 photos will be chosen and displayed.

According to the Florida Wildflower Foundation, 30% of our 
food crops depend on pollinators as well 80% of our wildflow-
ers, shrubs, and trees.  Much of the pollination attributed to the 
wonderful but not native European honeybee is actually done by 
native pollinators.

Each photo must include a Florida native wildflower and 
a native pollinator… sorry no honey bees allowed.  To partici-
pate or for help with identification … email Dee at dserage@
sccf.org.  Native Pollinator species accepted are moths, wasps, 
bees, and butterflies.

In Focus:  Pollinators and Native Wildflowers

Notes from the Homestead:  Sea Lavender

By Dee Serage, Living with Wildlife Educator

By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager
Sea lavender (Argusia gnaphalodes) is 

supposed to be a slow growing plant.  Sev-
eral, planted in the demonstration gardens 
at the Native Landscapes & Garden Center 
last summer, have behaved as expected, sit-
ting like bumps on a log since installation.  

But one lone plant has exceeded all ex-
pectations, growing by leaps and bounds, 
even growing into our pathway, unexpected-
ly creating a maintenance issue.  Sea lavender 
is a difficult plant to trim, partially because 
it is almost painful for a gardener to prune 
anything that takes a long time to grow.

Growing by leaps and bounds, this sea lavendar at the Bailey Homestead 
keeps overtaking the pathway.

SCCF’s Native Landscapes & Garden Center has relocated 
to the Bailey Homestead Preserve at 1300 Periwinkle Way.

The plants also have an unorthodox growth pattern, twisting, turning, 
and eventually leaning towards the ground with the weight of a branch.  In 
nature, this branch would root where it leans to touch the sand.  

The greyish soft foliage (resembling its herbal namesake, though the 
two are unrelated) bears small white flowers that are favorites of our lo-
cal pollinators.  Naturally found on the shores of southeast Florida and 
throughout the Caribbean, it is a stalwart of dune habitats.  Stop by the 
Native Landscapes & Garden Center to take a peek at our star pupil!
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is 11,000 acres of land located in Hendry County 
off SR 80 (Palm Beach Boulevard) that is designed 
primarily as a dry season water supply project since 
its capacity is limited to 170,000 acre feet.  The 
record rains in July 2013 would have filled the res-
ervoir to overflowing — had it been constructed — 
in less than one week.  Instead of significant storage 
in wet conditions, the C-43 reservoir will function 
primarily to provide water in the dry season, when 
flows are needed since changes to the river and the 
watershed have nearly eliminated year-round fresh-
water from groundwater and spring flows to provide 
salinity balance in the estuary.    

Phase I of the C-43 Reservoir construction project 
has begun on the first of two cells.  The construc-
tion of phase I is expected to be completed by  2020 
and Phase II by 2026.  This was the only reservoir 
designed without a water quality treatment compo-
nent so additional land and treatment capacity is still 
needed to provide water quality treatment.  

2. Boma Water Quality Treatment and Testing Facil-
ity — The SFWMD, with funding from Lee County, 
purchased land for a nitrogen treatment and testing 
facility located on 1,770 acres on SR 80 at the Or-
tona Lock approximately 13 miles upstream of the 
C-43 Reservoir site.  It is being developed to remove 
nitrogen from the Caloosahatchee watershed.  Con-
struction of mesocosms (experiments that encapsu-
late a small part of a specific ecology under controlled 
conditions) is scheduled to begin in April. 

3. A project in Glades County, called Lake Hicpochee 
North, is half of a water quality and hydrologic en-
hancement project on the footprint of the historic 
Lake Hicpochee that was once a lake over 7,700 acres. 
Although the lake will not be reestablished as it once 
was, the Caloosahatchee channel bisects the historic 
footprint, it will address agricultural canals that have 
been dug across the state land and allowed to directly 
discharge their water into the river.  An option for pur-
chase of  an additional 2,454 acres for $17.6 million 
from DUDA could add storage and treatment capacity.  

Construction is expected to begin this year.  The south-
ern, larger half of the historic lake foot print is still in 
review and has not been designed. 

In addition, the SFWMD has contracted five dis-
persed water storage programs that cost-share for water 
storage projects on private and public lands:

•	 Nicodemus Slough in Glades County is operational 
and able to provide 34,000 acre-feet of storage

•	 Mudge Ranch in Glades County is operational and 
able to provide 396 acre-feet of storage

•	 Alico Ranch in Hendry County is the most expensive 
project ever contracted and controlversial because it is 
unclear that its proposed 91,944 acre-feet of storage 
will help the Caloosahatchee.  The Governor vetoed 
funding in 2015 so only SFWMD taxpayers are sup-
porting this very questionable partnership.

•	 A Babcock Ranch LLC project in Charlotte County 
is in design and permitting, to provide 1,214 acre-feet 
of storage.

•	 Babcock Ranch State Preserve in Charlotte County 
has a proposal in design and permitting that will pro-
vide 1,500 acre-feet of storage.

Policy - continued from Page 8

Lake O

Caloosahatchee

Lake 
Hicpochee

C-43 Reservoir:  170,000 a.f.

Boma

Nicodemus 
Slough: 

34,000 a.f.

Water storage projects for the Caloosahatchee.  Projects shown 
are bolded in the text.  Base map Google Maps.

You can keep up with all of SCCF's stories and news by signing up for our blog 
at  www.blog.sccf.org
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Celebrating our Volunteers

Allen Dunham - 15 years
Bob Hillard - 10 years
Carol Strange - 597 hours, 10 years
John and Judith Clark - 5 years
Philip and Marilyn Klaren - 5 years

Diane Neitzel - 651 hours, 5 years
Tom Krekel - 500 hours
Irene Nolan - 500 hours
France Paulsen - 500 hours

Hammerheads
Dean Skaugstad - Forever
Wally Kain - 8,478 hours, 30 years
Wayne Boyd - 25 years
Demo Scutakes - 2,221 hours, 10 years
Ed Ridlehoover - 1,264 hours, 5 years
Jim Brent - 500 hours
Tom Price - 500 hours
Rick Goodrich - 1,000 hours

Native Landscapes & Garden Center
Judy Evans - 10 years
Susan Luck - 5 years
Joan Rogers - 2,000 hours + Sea Turtles

AND Captiva Cruises Docent
Jeff Warren - 500 hours

Nature Center and Volunteer Educators 
(Trail Guides; Butterfly House; Weeds Seeds 
and Bird Walks; Beach-to-Bay Walks; Turtle 
Tracks program; Tennis Tournament)
Betty Eertmoed - 790 hours, 20 years
Jeanne Tyrer - 20 years
Bettie Modys - 15 years
Phyllis Gresham - 10 years
Wendy Kindig - 5 years
Lisa Newmeyer-Cochrane - Tennis, 5 years
Carol Gestwicki - 500 hours

Sea Turtles

Snowy Plovers — Susie Marks - 15 years

Board of Trustees, Finance and other committees
Ron Gibson - 20 years
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Celebrating our Volunteers: 
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Over 200 SCCF volunteers and significant others gathered at the Bailey Homestead Preserve on Tuesday, 
March 22 for our annual “Thank You!” to our volunteers.  Awards were presented (see Pg. 11).

 You Give Us Your Time and Your Laughter

Erick Lindblad presented a special award to Hammerhead Dean Skaugstad, who 
has passed the Big Chief ’s Hammer on to Tom Price.  The framed certificate 
featured photos of Dean atop the windmill at the Bailey Homestead.  Dean made 
it his primary mission to get the windmill — which hadn’t turned since the Hur-

ricane of 1944 tore off part of the top — once 
again in working order.  Tom Price has stepped 
right in with work on the Bailey Homestead and 
Intern Housing.

Butterfly House

Learn about the life cycle of the Zebra Longwing, the state butterfly, on a self-guided tour of the Butterfly House.  
Human uses of florida native Plants

Take a self-guided tour of our Ethnobotany garden.  Signs briefly explain how Florida native plants have been used 
for food, shelter, medicine and art by cultures past and present.   

Walking trails & oBservation toWer

Explore our four miles of walking trails through Sanibel’s interior wetlands and climb our observation tower for a bird’s 
eye view of Sanibel’s ridges and swales.      

Wildlife exHiBits

As part of the Nature Center exhibits, there are a variety of “educational ambassadors” living in tanks.  Take a look 
at Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping turtle, Salty 
the mangrove water snake, Lucky the Florida Softshell turtle plus baby box turtles and critters in the touch tank.

On Your Own at the Nature Center
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CaloosaHatCHee oxBoW & riverlore Cruise

The last cruise of the season will be on Mother’s Day, May 
8.  Come with us to experience the historic meanders of 
the upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guid-
ed by Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. 
Franklin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance 
reservations and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is 
limited, call 472-2329.  May 8 (Mother’s Day)

tHe City tHat almost Wasn’t and tHe saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural sys-
tems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and the 
shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This work 
led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the Sanibel 
Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the preserva-
tion of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we all 
enjoy today. Monday, June 27 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is 
$5 per adult, with members and children attending for free. 

HurriCanes!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted the 
coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, rushed 
through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of Pine Island 
on Friday, 8/13/2004.  Following the warm water of Char-
lotte Harbor, it made landfall again over Punta Gorda.  Wild-
life, vegetation and human existence on these islands have 
always been shaped by tropical storms.  Each season, hun-
dreds of supercomputers spew out spaghetti models, which 
have saved countless lives, but according to local emergency 
managers, the projected cone can be wrong about 40% of 

the time.   Monday, June 13 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is 
$5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.
 

snoWy Plovers

Watch where you walk there are plovers on the beach and 
nesting is beginning.  SCCF has been monitoring and 
staking the nests of this shorebird on Sanibel beaches for 
13 years.  Join SCCF biologists to learn about this threat-
ened species and what you can do to protect their small 
nesting populations.  Thursday, May 12 and 26; and June 9 
and 23 at 1:00 p.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost 
is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

 tank talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles and critters in the touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesday, April 5 and 
19 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.

 turtle traCks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, May 5 and 19; and June 
2, 16 and 30 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

SCCF May-June 2016  Program Schedule

Florida Wildlife Corridor Presentation in March
The March 8 presentation of The Forgot-

ten Coast: Return to Wild Florida, explored 
the urgent need to preserve land to retain a 
corridor for Florida’s wildlife before devel-
opment claims the needed parcels of land.  
Conservationist Mallory Lykes Dimmitt was 
present to speak about the project.  Dimmitt, 
along with two colleagues, journeyed 1,000 
miles by foot, kayak and bicycle from the Ev-
erglades headwaters northwest to Alabama, 
along the route of the corridor.

You can learn more about the project 
at floridawildlifecorridor.org. The Florida 
Wildlife Corridor is a conservation advoca-
cy organization focused on connecting, pro-
tecting and restoring corridors of conserved 
lands and waters essential for the survival of 
Florida’s diverse wildlife. 
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May-June 2016 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

John Morse 
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Ron Gibson - President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements- Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2016
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce

Paul Roth
Richard Shipley Kristie Anders

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

Sign up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org
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SCCF Member Update

July - August 2016

Before the Caloosahatchee wa-
tershed’s wetlands were ditched and 
drained and aquifers were drawn 
down, the Caloosahatchee Estuary 
had a steady, year-round supply of 
fresh water inflows from sheetflow 
and submarine springs.  Now, during 
the wet season, the Estuary can be del-
uged with runoff from an expanded 
watershed, while in the dry season, it 
is reliant on freshwater releases from Lake Okeechobee.  

The Clean Water Act attempts to protect estuaries by restricting high 
and low flow targets. The South Florida Water Management District 
(SFWMD) has set a low flow target salinity of 10 parts per thousand at 
Fort Myers. This salinity level protects tape grass in the upper estuary. 
Salinities exceeded that level on numerous occasions up until 2013. Tape 
grass coverage and density was affected by many of these high salinity 
events, and has declined dramatically since the 1990s. 

Since 2011, SCCF, the J.N. “Ding” Darling Wildlife National Refuge, 
the City of Sanibel, Lee County, and Fort Myers Beach have been jointly 

Restoring Tape Grass and Ruppia in the Caloosahatchee
By Rick Bartleson, Ph.D., Research Scientist and Jenna Beyer, Intern, Marine Laboratory

Left above:  Initial tape grass condition.  Right above:  Thriving grass bed 
inside the exclosure.  Right:  Transplants in a growing tank on Sanibel; 
the curls are the stems of fertilized flowers.  Below left:  Jenna Beyer, Mark 
Thompson and Krystal Silas transplanting the tape grass into the exclosure.  
Below right:  Jenna Beyer and Krystal Silas (from FGCU) monitoring the 
plant densities.

See Tape Grass on Page 2 
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Tape Grass -- Continued from Page 1

Ponderings:  A Closer Look at the Devitt Pond
By Liz Beans, Native Landscape & Garden Center Intern

Over the course of two weeks, I spent my free time 
wandering the edges of the Devitt Pond, a small lake lo-
cated at the Bailey Homestead Preserve. My goal was to 
inventory the original pond design and see what plants 
stayed alive over the past two years. Pushing back the mil-
lions of weedy rushes and pulling the ever encroaching 
morning glory vine, trying to find our precious natives, 
became second nature by the end of the first day. 

The planting started off with over 2,100 plants and 
ended with around 890 surviving, leaving about a 40% 

success rate. While that sounds like a low percentage, 
it actually corresponds with many lakeshore plantings 
throughout the country.  Many littoral plants spread 
quite quickly and, upon casual observation of the Devitt 
Pond, it appears to be thriving.  However, the deeper I 
got into my survey and the more I looked at the data, 
the more I wanted to understand why some of these spe-
cies did not survive the first years of their lives, when I 
see  many of them persistent throughout other plantings 
we have done.

I began hypothesizing and realized that these plants 
actually had a higher survival rate based on where they 
were located on the bank of the pond.  Some things 
tended to do better higher up the bank than expected, 
while others that were planted closer to the water’s edge 
did just as well.  

The first and most obvious species with high mortality 
were the hardwoods, specifically, the cypress and hollies.  
These species are some of our most reliable wet-loving 
trees, with different aesthetically pleasing characteristics. 
The bright red berries of the female dahoon holly is al-
ways a favorite of our customers and native wildlife, while 
the soft deciduous leaves of both the pond and bald cy-
press are pleasant in a native habitat of large thick-leaved 

providing weekly input to the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and the SFWMD regarding the status of the Caloo-
sahatchee with regard to Lake Okeechobee water releases.

Since 2013, tape grass and widgeon grass densities have 
been increasing but there is no longer any seed stock south-
west of the Caloosahatchee Bridge, which was the former 
downstream range of tape grass occurrence. Upstream, tape 

grass densities and coverage have remained too low to pro-
vide enough food for a range of grazers. So with funding 
from the Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion, SCCF Marine Lab has started the process of increas-
ing coverage and biomass of tape grass by growing plants 
on Sanibel and transplanting them into the Estuary. 

To enhance the success of transplants and existing plants 
in some areas, we installed fencing to exclude grazers larger 
than one inch in size. Many of the plants outside the exclo-
sures are surviving, but at a low biomass level. Within the 
exclosures — after three months — the plants have been ex-
panding rapidly vegetatively, producing seeds and reaching 
the high biomass levels which are needed to support grazing 
demand and withstand bioturbation from large rays. 

Continued efforts to increase tape grass coverage with 
transplants and exclosures will be needed to restore tape 
grass coverage, density and function as a habitat and food 
source for estuarine fish and wildlife. And if these grass 
beds are to survive long-term, the Army Corps and SFW-
MD will need to continue to provide minimum flows from 
Lake Okeechobee or other water storage areas or reservoirs.
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2015-2016
AnnuAl Fund drive

2015-2016
AnnuAl Fund drive

See Pond on Page 6

100% Goal Met!

SCCF has the best supporters in the world! Once again, you have helped 
us successfully reach our Annual Fund Drive goal. With gifts of all sizes, we 
have balanced our operating budget and truly could not have done so without 
the help of each and every one of you.

Particular thanks are extended to longstanding SCCF supporter Gretchen 
Valade and all who responded to her challenge grant again this year. 

Without that springtime effort, reaching the Annual Fund Drive goal would 
not have been possible.

As always, we honor your donations with our commitment to conserva-
tive fiscal management and eagle-eyed attention to expenses.

Thank You!

You Did It 

Again!

species. All three of these however, did 

Pond -- from left

Pond “zones” and associated plants

SCCF’s Native Landscapes & Garden Center has relocated to 
the Bailey Homestead Preserve at 1300 Periwinkle Way.

not do nearly as well as one would assume.  One bald cypress and one dahoon holly survived but were planted a few 
feet higher up on the bank than the ones that had died. According to SCCF’s RECON data, rainfall was very low 
before and directly after the planting. However, a large influx of rain occurred in the two months after the planting, 
leading me to believe that, even though they are water loving trees, they were drowned before they had a chance to get 
established. With this information in the back of my head, I started to wonder whether other plants were planted too 
low for their liking. 

Most plants need to get established for a certain amount of time before they can take either less or more water than 
they are used to. Establishment means that the plants’ roots have spread out from their original shape in the pot and 
have spread through the ground, making them more stable and able to uptake nutrients and water more readily than 
if they were not yet established.

With this in mind, I went back around 
the pond, checking where things seemed to 
do best within the littoral zones. For easy ref-
erence, I decided to break up the bank into 
four zones starting from the current water-
line and moving up the bank: 

1. in the water, 
2. on the edge of water, 
3. on the slope and 
4. on top of the bank. 
Keep in mind that water levels in ponds 

fluctuate seasonally and that these measure-
ments were taken during the lowest level of 
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Summer Time — Busy as a Bee

The Wildflower and Pollinator Garden at the 
Native Landscapes & Garden Center is a young 
living and growing experiment.  The garden is 
based on the premise: plant the right wildflow-
ers and the pollinators will come.  Easily done for 
butterflies… plant their larval host plants, Pas-
sion Vine for the Zebra Longwing caterpillars and 
milkweed for the Monarchs, and they will come.  
Each butterfly species has a different larval plant.  

But does “plant it and they will come” work for 
bees? To date, four bee species have been observed 
in the newly planted native wildflower garden:  car-
penter bees, green sweat bees, green orchid bees, 
and European honeybees.    With the addition of 
two new wildflowers this summer, two new bee species could be attracted.

Centrosema virginica, Butterfly Pea, was propagated from seeds collected at the 
SCCF Johnson Preserve last summer and is ready for planting in the pollinator gar-
den this summer.  Numerous American Bumble Bees, Bombus Pennsylvanicus, were 
observed collecting nectar and pollen from this wildflower.  Will it bring bumble bees 
to the garden?  And if the bumble bees, come will the females nest?  Bumble bees are 
ground nesters with the queen raising other females to help in feeding her young brood, 
like honeybees.

By planting Locust Berry, Brysonima lucida, two new bee species could may be 
attracted.  Centris errans is a Florida endemic oil bee that is the sole native pollina-
tor of this beautiful small native threatened shrub.  Female oil bees collect floral oils 
in addition to pollen and nectar to provision the brood and line the walls of their 
hollow twig or ground nests.  The neotropical Centris errans has not been observed 

By Dee Serage-Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

Top right:  Oil bee.  Inset: The But-
terfly Pea attracts Bumble Bees. Above 
left:  Locust berry with an oil bee.  

On Saturday, September 17, SCCF invites you to partic-
ipate in an international volunteer effort to rid our coastlines 
and waterways of marine litter, pollution, and debris.  On 
that day volunteers worldwide remove millions of pounds 
of coastal trash that can hurt local economies, injure and kill 
marine wildlife, and choke the ocean environment.   SCCF’S 
partner in the Ocean Conservancy’s 30th Annual Coastal 
Cleanup is Keep Lee County Beautiful.

Participation is easy so bring your friends and family 
to SCCF’s Nature Center at 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 
between 9-12 a.m. on Saturday, September 17,  to check 
in and pick up your Coastal Cleanup Data cards and trash 

bags.   You can also avoid the lines on Saturday by reserv-
ing  your favorite “clean up” spot ahead by calling Dee at 
472-2329 September 12 – 16.

Lunch and snacks on the Nature Center porch will be 
available from 10 a.m. til 12 noon as well as a dumpster to 
deposit your trash.  Be sure to fill out your data card and 
turn it in at SCCF.   Please bring your own water and gloves 
to reduce the use of plastic. 

Worldwide last year, 560,000 volunteers picked up 16 
million lbs. of trash in 91 countries on 12,000 miles of coast.  
Cigarettes and food rappers topped the list of things found 
with plastic bottles coming in third.  Annually an average 
of 1,500 Lee County volunteers collect 10,000 lbs. of trash.  
Trash in the ocean is one of the most widespread problems 
threatening our waterways and wildlife... and it is all prevent-
able.  See you at the Coastal Cleanup!

See Bees on Page 6

30th Annual Coastal Cleanup   September 17

The Sanibel-Captiva Sail & Power Squadron is adopting Pic-
nic Island for Coastal Cleanup this year. The group will travel 
by boat to clean up this popular local destination in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Call early to reserve your cleanup spot.
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SCCF Captive-Bred Eastern Indigo Snakes
By Chris Lechowicz, Director-Wildlife Habitat Management/Herpetologist

See Indigos on Page 7

SCCF is in its third year of captive breeding its legally 
acquired eastern indigo snakes in the SCCF Nature Cen-
ter, as a subsidiary of the SCCF Pine Island Sound East-
ern Indigo Snake Project (SPISEIP). The eastern indigo 
snake is a large (5 - 7 ft.), docile, black snake that is now 
extirpated in many parts of Florida, including Sanibel and 
Captiva. It has been a state protected species since 1971 
and a federally threatened species since 1978. This means 
that it has been illegal to harass, touch, catch, keep, and 
kill, etc. wild eastern indigo snakes in Florida since 1971. 
Legally held (captive) eastern indigo snakes are either the 
result of confiscations by law enforcement (that are then 
given, and permitted, to someone because they can’t be 
released) or from captive-bred stock whose origins pre-
dates the state and federal listing of the species. Legal cap-
tive eastern indigo snakes cannot be sold in Florida due to 
them being a Florida listed species.

The SPISEIP began in 2012 when SCCF partnered with 
the Orianne Society, a non-profit organization dedicated to 

the conservation of the eastern indigo snake. Chris Lecho-
wicz was placed on their federal permit to conduct a 
mark-recapture study in Pine Island Sound to assess 
the population status, collect genetic samples, and 
come up with recommendations to sustain these popu-
lations. This species was once common on many bar-
rier islands in Florida, but has been severely reduced to 
just a few islands in Pine Island Sound in recent years. 
Some populations still exist in the Florida peninsula, 
but many populations have been decimated due to de-
velopment and especially the construction of new roads 
through large tracts of land. Eastern indigo snakes have 
a very large home range and road mortality is one of 
their main threats due to frequently crossing roads.

SCCF’s original pair of captive indigo snakes (that 
were given to us in 2011 and 2012) are not from Pine 
Island Sound, but from a long line of captive bred animals 
that were produced in Lakeland, Florida by the only per-
mitted breeder in Florida at the time. 

A common question we are asked is: “Why do you 
breed indigo snakes at SCCF?”  The best answer for that 
is “conservation through education.” Nature Centers, con-
servation organizations, schools and numerous individuals 
would like them for live exhibits or for educational lectures 
on snake conservation. Educational snakes are a very pow-
erful tool to help to change negative feelings about snakes 
(and their role in the environment).  An adult indigo snake 
certainly gets everyone’s attention at a lecture and the mes-
sage about their plight, and that of other snakes, can be 
better appreciated.  Plus, the opportunity to legally touch 
or hold one can be a transformative experience for those 

Left:  Chris Lechowicz with the indigo by CROW’s exhibit 
space.  Above:  SCCF staffers pit-tagging the indigo before 
presenting it to CROW.
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water in the pond, during the month of May.  These lev-
els will change with the onset of heavy rains of the sum-
mer, with the water level rising to the top of the bank. 

In general I found that rushes seemed to do the best 
in the water, the lowest zone. Specifically, jointed spike 
rush and giant bulrush both outcompeted the other spe-
cies of spike and bulrushes that were planted with it. 

Moving up the bank to the next littoral zone, the 
edge of the water, the species that did the best included: 
swamp lily, giant leather fern, duck potato and bacopa. 

Again, moving up the bank to the next zone, the 
slope, that zone seemed to have a higher rate of sur-
vival all around in different species.  Canna lilies, blue 
flag iris, one bald cypress, one dahoon holly (both trees 
were planted at a higher elevation than their non-surviv-
ing counterparts), scarlet hibiscus, giant rosemallow, salt 
marshmallow, seaside gentian, pond apple, sawgrass and 
fakahatchee grass all did very well in this middle area. 

Going up to the top of the bank, grasses seemed 
to dominate this area along with a few wildflowers and 
woody plants. Muhley grass, seaside goldenrod, red ma-
ple, yellowtop, star rush, and both purple and Elliott’s 
love grasses did very well in the higher elevation.

All in all, dividing the areas of a littoral slope into zones 
helped me get a grasp on what does well where. The best 
explanation for the mortality rate of some species is that they 
were originally planted too low and became flooded. Many 
of these species found to have high mortality rates were also 
found to do better at a higher zone than expected, assuming 
that the species needed to be moved up a zone. However, I 
believe with the high influx of rain after the planting, the 

pond water level got a lot higher than assumed and therefore 
drowned some of the plant species that would normally be 
able to take inundation from water. 

Littoral plantings are always experimental, especially 
in the rainy season, because you are never sure how fast 
the water will rise. In order to decrease the amount of 
runoff and uptake excess nutrients while adding some 
fantastic natives to your pond edge, keep in mind that 
every littoral planting has zones in which certain species 
tend to do better than others — and they are always ex-
perimental in their placings.

Pond  — Continued from Page 3

Bees — Continued from Page 4
on the islands but a naturalized relative has, Centris nitida.  This beautiful little black 
and yellow oil bee has been observed collecting nectar, pollen, and/or oils from Cat’s 
Claw, Wild Olive, and a non-native garden center wildflower, Angelonia.  Angelonia is 
native to the neotropics and makes flowers with oil secreting glands called elaiopheres.

The oil bees collect the energy rich floral oils by scraping the oil glands with their 
front legs, at the same time pollen is being deposited on them to carry to the next flow-
er.  Oil bees are solitary bees, females do not raise other female helpers.  They  nest in 
branches where they deposit oil, pollen, and nectar balls to feed their eggs, then seal off 
each compartment.  The female continues laying eggs and making new compartments 
until she reaches the end of her tubular nesting chamber which she then seals.  The 
life cycle of the oil bee is egg first, then larvae, pupae, and then the adult bee emerges.

A new nectar plant for the bees that will also be added this summer is the en-
dangered Florida native Wild Sweet Basil, Ocimum campechianum.  This small edible 
relative of the culinary Asian basil was grown in the nursery from seeds collected from 
plants purchased at last summer’s Florida Wildflower Conference.  

Hope to see you soon in the Wildflower and Pollinator garden.

Spotted Water Hemlock (Cicuta maculata), the host plant 
for the Black Swallowtail Butterfly.

Florida native Wild Sweet Ba-
sil; photo by Roger Hammer/
Wildflowers of the Everglades.  
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Indigos — Continued from Page 5
who have a mild or possible fear of snakes.

Legal captive indigo snakes are very hard to acquire, 
especially in states that are in their natural range (like 
Florida).  By breeding these snakes, we are able to give 
other educators and organizations that conduct similar 
conservation work legal eastern indigo snakes that will 
be used to help change the minds of many people with 
negative feelings about snakes and teach people about this 
magnificent, unique, and troubled species in Florida.

Many people ask if the snakes we have produced can 
be released on Sanibel since they are now absent from the 
island. The answer to that is no.  Pine Island Sound snakes 
are genetically distinct from other populations in Florida 
and snake biologists, as well as state and federal agencies, 
would not allow the mix of gene pools.  Plus, the problem 
that led to their extirpation has not been addressed, which is 
a busy road bisecting two major land areas (Sanibel-Captiva 
Road). To have any hope of repatriating indigo snakes back 
on the west end of Sanibel, Sanibel-Captiva Road would 
need to be either elevated or a barrier constructed on both 
sides with frequent eco-passes underneath to allow wildlife 
to go back and forth. Also, the stock for the repatriation 
would need to be from Pine Island Sound snakes.

This spring, some of our captive-bred eastern in-
digo snakes that hatched at the SCCF Nature Center on 
7/23/15 will be given to Audubon Corkscrew Sanctuary 
(West Naples), FGCU (Fort Myers), and Blue Ridge Wild-
life Institute (North Carolina) for educational and outreach 
exhibits; one was presented to C.R.O.W (Sanibel) in May. 
They were held this long to get them to a decent size where 
they can be micro-chipped and feed readily on their own.  
If you have any questions about this effort, please call 239-
472-3984 or email Chris Lechowicz at clechowicz@sccf.org.  
If you see a wild eastern indigo snake on any of the islands 
in Pine Island Sound, please take a picture and send it to 
indigo@sccf.org or call 239-472-3984.

SCCF Business Manager Wendy Cerdan 
caught this May early morning shot of birds in 
the Nature Center swale.  Last summer’s pre-
scribed burn opened up the area and the record-
breaking January 2016 rains meant that there 
was still standing water in the swale in May.  

A prescribed burn was conducted on about 19 acres of wildlife 
habitat in the Sanibel Gardens Preserve (owned by SCCF and the City 
of Sanibel) on Friday, June 3.  The burn was conducted by SCCF and 
the City of Sanibel.

Habitat preservation and human safety are the main reasons for 
performing controlled burns. Our habitat on the island is adapted for 
fire. When periodic fire is denied, the habitat begins to change, mostly 
to hardwood hammock.  

This results in the progressive narrowing of the once open-canopy 
grasslands that historically covered Sanibel and were maintained by fires 
caused by lightning strikes.  Without fire to keep the grasslands open, 
hardwoods will eventually take over. Many faunal species — from wad-
ing birds to invertebrates — depend on these open grassy wetlands for 
both habitat and prey. 

When fire-adapted habitat is left unburned over many years, the fuel, 
or accumulating organic debris (leaves, sticks, dead grass, etc.), become 
an increasing risk for wildfire. These types of fires are usually started from 
lightning strikes or human carelessness (discarded cigarette butts, discarded 
matches, etc.) and are unpredictable.  The reduction of these fuels through 
a scheduled controlled fire regime greatly helps to prevent these scenarios.

Prescribed burns on Sanibel are made possible with help from the 
Sanibel Prescribed Fire Task Force (City of Sanibel, Florida Forest Service, 
Sanibel Fire Control District, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and SCCF).   

Prescribed Burn at Sanibel Gardens Preserve on June 3

Photos of June 3 burn on  Pages 8-9

Pit tag location



Sanibel Gardens Preserve is owned by both SCCF and the City of Sanibel, and both conducted the 
June 3 burn.  Right:  Burn Boss Toby Clark, SCCF Wildlife Habitat Management Field Technician.  
Below:  SCCF Field Technician Victor Young with Sea Turtle Coordinator/Biologist Kelly Sloan using the 
drip torch.  Below left:  A Division of Forestry staffer wetting down the fire line.  Left:  Cabbage palms are 
adapted to fire and can survive as long as their “bud” doesn’t burn.  Detailed planning, vigilant patrolling, 
and the correct atmospheric conditions are needed. Prescribed fire is the most effective habitat management 
technique to keep shrink-
ing ecosystems — such as 
open freshwater marshes, 
— from disappearing.

Prescribed Burn at Sanibel Gardens Preserve on June 3
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SCCF installed solar panels to power the 
Native Landscapes & Garden Center and the 
Bailey home in late April.  Working through the 
SanCap Solar Connect initiative launched by 
the Ding Darling Wildlife Society, we were 
able to obtain reduced pricing.

Seven panels were installed on the roof 
of the garage behind the Garden Center.  The 
installation by Urban Solar took several days 
and the panels are up and running.

It is calculated that electricity consumption 
will be zeroed out in most months.

Caloosahatchee Algae Blooms Follow Dry Season High Flows
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

The impacts just keep coming!  Following record-
breaking rain the last week of January 2016, Lake 
Okeechobee water levels have remained at unusually high 
levels though this year’s “dry season” despite extraordinari-
ly high lake discharges to the Caloosahatchee the past few 
months.  Lake levels at the beginning the wet season are 
nearly one foot above June 2013 when massive discharges 
of dark murky water devastated summer beach conditions 
in the coastal waters off Sanibel, Captiva and Fort Myers 
Beach.

High flows in May, more than twice the high flow harm 
limit, triggered an extensive bloom of  blue-green algae in 
the river, extending from Alva above the locks downstream 
as far west as the Cape Coral Midpoint Bridge. 

High volumes of freshwater this season have devas-
tated the blue crab industry that depends on the estuary 
nursery for  the majority of our recreational and commer-
cial species.  High flows eliminate the estuary salt/fresh-
water mixing zone and dump massive loads of nutrient 
laden silty muck sediments. 

Today, at the beginning of the wet season, the excess 
freshwater already has produced a plume of muddy dark 
water that  extends beyond the island into the Gulf of 
Mexico.  In addition to washing away the estuary nurs-
ery  that supports healthy reproduction of estuarine or-
ganisms, flows are loaded with nutrient laden muck sedi-
ments  that  cause algae blooms, block light and cover 
seagrass.  Blue crab fisherman pulling up empty traps have 
declared the nursery dead  this year.   

Solutions
A third outlet for water to be discharged from the lake 

and more storage north and south of the lake are the critical 
solutions.  Additional water storage is needed in all sectors  
of the greater Everglades but south of the lake there is a 
need for a significant volume of storage to protect the dike 

See Photo Right Above.  Policy continues on Page 12

Bailey Homestead Goes Solar

Base lake levels graphs from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
overlay by SCCF.

2013

2016

As of mid-June 2016 — the start of 
the rainy season — we have already 
received 50% of the rainfall received 
in ALL of 2013.  At 14.73 feet on June 
14, Lake O is just .75 feet below the 
upper management level.
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Aerial from February 2016 of San Carlos Bay, Sanibel Lighthouse Point and the Causeway.  Conditions 
continue to deteriorate.  Photo courtesy Captains for Clean Water.

Plume of Dark Water in February 2016 

... Will We See a Repeat of 2013 This Summer?

Sea Turtle Nesting

Kindergarten students at The Sanibel School 
learned about the life cycle of the sea turtles that nest 
on our beaches during the summer months from 
SCCF Environmental Educator Richard Finkel.  

After drawing and writing about sea turtles and their 
habitat, students took turns learning first hand how dif-
ficult it is being a sea turtle by trying to crawl up a beach 
with a sea turtle shell.

Sea Turtles at The Sanibel School

On their morning patrol, sea turtle Permittees Dee Serage-Century 
and Nancy Riley were lucky enough to come across a loggerhead that 

had just finished her nest and was heading back into the Gulf.  
(Photo courtesy Nancy Riley.   NOTE:  Photo was take from 

a safe distance.)  As of mid-June, our night-time sea turtle 
tagging crew had encountered over 91 sea turtles (in-
cluding multiple sightings for some of those).  They 
have found some already tagged — and one of them 
had been tagged on Sanibel in 1993!  She was two 

miles away from her 1993 nesting site.
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and communities below the lake and 
relieve unwanted estuary discharges.

Engineering studies such as the 
Central Everglades Restoration Plan 
(CERP), technical evaluations by 
the National Academy of Sciences 
and, most recently, the University 
of Florida Study (commissioned by 
the Florida Senate in 2014) all doc-
ument that Everglades restoration 
and estuary restoration can only be 
achieved through additional storage, 
treatment and conveyance south of 
Lake O in the Everglades Agricul-
tural Area (EAA).

And now we have support from 
our local Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto 
and Representative Heather Fitzen-
hagen!  In advance of June’s South 
Florida Water Management District 
(SFWMD) Governing Board meeting 
in Fort Myers, Senator Lizbeth Bena-
cquisto sent a letter to the SFWMD 

urging, in her words, “….SFWMD 
should act concurrently with both 
regions to identify storage opportu-
nities to the south as well as north of 
the lake.  By expediting the process 
we can reduce the time our estuaries 
are strained and work rapidly towards 
long-term solutions.”   Find her letter 
on our home page, www.sccf.org under 
Current Issues.

At June’s SFWMD Governing 
Board meeting they discussed plans 
to begin Lake Okeechobee water-
shed planning this summer to iden-
tify additional storage north of the 
Lake.   While we have always recog-
nized and supported the need for ad-
ditional storage and treatment north 
of  the lake,  storage, treatment, and 
conveyance south of the Lake — in 
the EAA — is equally vital.  

Storage north of the lake will help 
moderate inflow and water quality 

coming into the lake which helps the 
lake and estuaries but does nothing to 
address runoff  into the lake from the 
lake watershed or  rain that falls in 
the Lake or south in the EAA.  For 
this, storage south is needed. Storage 
south would also help protect com-
munities south of the lake by provid-
ing a location to offload water from 
Lake O to prevent a dike breach and 
to provide regional flood control.  
Storage south of the lake will also cre-
ate additional water supply for agri-
culture in the EAA and will provide 
a water supply for the Everglades.  

Policy - continued from Page 10

Vote YES on Amendment 4 in August 30 Primary
This year voting on solar issues in Florida has be-

come confusing, with three constitutional amendments 
in the works.  Only two will be on this year’s ballots: 
one on the August primary ballot and the other on the 
general election ballot in November.  A third proposed 
amendment, the one we were gathering petitions for, 
didn’t meet the voter petition count in time to make this 
year’s ballot but is targeting the next election in 2018.  

Here is the breakdown for this year’s ballots:  
The primary ballot this August will feature Amend-

ment 4 that will exempt solar systems from taxes, mak-
ing solar a more affordable energy option in Florida. 
This initiative would remove a barrier to solar by ex-
empting panels and other renewable energy equipment 
from property taxes — cost barriers to solar development 
in Florida. If passed in August, this policy will lower the 
cost of solar, increase clean energy jobs, and expand solar 

Support Reducing the Cost of Solar
“YES on 4” in August  and “NO on 1” in NOvember!

Olga in the upper Caloosahatchee estu-
ary on May 23, 2016.  Photo by Rick 
Solveson.

USGS Report:  Effect of Releases on “Ding” Darling
Hot off the presses, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) just released 

a report on their study of impacts resulting from the  excessive, harmful 
discharges we suffered in 2013.  

Their scientific investigations report entitled “Effects of variations in 
flow characteristics through W.P. Franklin Lock and Dam on downstream 
water quality in the Caloosahatchee River Estuary and in McIntyre Creek 
in the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge, southern Florida, 
2010–13” by Booth et. al.  A link to the report is on our home page under 
Current Issues.
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None of these functions can be provided by lake storage 
north of the lake.   

Despite all this, the SFWMD refuses to address 
the significant EAA storage, treatment and conveyance 
that is part of  the 16 year old Comprehensive Ever-
glades Restoration Plan;  it’s not as if the process would 
be starting from scratch.  Several years ago the District 
initiated a River of Grass planning process compiling a 
significant amount of data about the condition of soils, 
topography, crops and contamination on lands south of 
the lake.  So there is a tremendous amount of informa-
tion in the District’s files as well as a series of plan alter-
natives that have been modeled and evaluated to inform 
a storage planning process.

Perhaps in an attempt to mollify widespread de-
mands for storage south, the District announced in June 
they are kicking off planning for Western Everglades 
Restoration southwest of Lake O. The plan would pro-
vide approximately 100,000 acre ft. of storage southwest 
of the lake.  However, excess flows to the Caloosahatchee 
alone — not including excess flows to the St. Lucie River 
— in wet years are in the range of 2.5 - 3.3 million acre 
ft. of water!  Even with the Central Everglades plan that 
is projected to redirect 210,000 acre ft. of water from 
discharging to both the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie 
estuaries, the combined storage is insignificant relative 
to the storage needed to reduce harmful discharges to 
the two estuaries.  The Western Everglades Project will 
not address the protections for communities south of 
the lake or water supply for agriculture in the EAA and 
freshwater needed for Everglades National Park.   

It’s simply not acceptable for the state to start a multi-
year planning process and ignore over half of the potential 
solutions.  Planning processes take years.  A comprehen-
sive evaluation is more cost effective and responsive to 
addressing the ecosystem challenges and solutions.  

We Need Your Voice!
It is time to speak up loudly and stand with Senator 

Benacquisto and Representative Fitzenhagen. We urge 
everyone to write to the Governor, SFWMD Governing 
Board and Executive Director urging them to move for-
ward with a comprehensive strategy for storage planning 
both north and south of Lake O.

development across the state.  We support and urge you 
to Vote Yes on 4 this August.   

Read the ballot language and learn more by visiting 
YesOn4.org — there’s a link on our website under Cur-
rent Issues for Solar Choice.   

In contrast, this November’s ballot will include 
Amendment 1, a utility-sponsored amendment we do 
not support, crafted by utility interests under the name 
Consumers for Smart Solar.  This ballot initiative was 
created and funded by Florida Power & Light (FPL). 

If approved in November, Amendment 1 will codify 
and maintain solar’s status quo in Florida, maintaining 
utilities’ monopoly control of energy in the state and 
preempting efforts we have been working on to diversi-
fy and open up solar in the state, like many other states 
have done.  All constitutional amendments require the 
support of 60% of voters to pass.

We urge you to:
•	 Vote YES on 4 in August
•	 Vote NO on 1 in NOvember!

Solar - continued from right

Use the form on our website (www.sccf.org, see the Current 
Issues box: - Contact the SFWMD) to ask the Governor, 
SFWMD Governing Board and Executive Director to: 
•	 Initiate planning for storage, treatment and convey-

ance south of Lake Okeechobee this summer in con-
junction with the Lake O Watershed planning effort.   

•	 We recognize and support the need for additional 
storage and treatment north of  the lake, however, 
storage, treatment, and conveyance south of the 
Lake  — in the EAA — is equally vital.  

•	 While storage north of the lake will help moder-
ate inflow and water quality coming into the lake 
which helps the lake and estuaries, it does nothing 
to address runoff  into the lake from the lake wa-
tershed or rain that falls in the Lake or in the EAA.  
For this, storage south is needed. 

•	 Storage south will also help protect communities 
south of the lake by providing an additional out-
let to prevent a dike breach and provide regional 
flood control.  

•	 Storage south of the lake will provide additional 
water supply for agriculture in the EAA and a water 
supply for the Everglades.   None of these functions 
can be provided by lake storage north of the lake.   

•	 Comprehensive planning is cost efficient and more 
effective than piecemeal planning.  We don’t have 
time to waste.  We urge you to move forward with 
storage planning both north and south of the lake.
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alien invaSion:  Cane ToadS, CoyoTeS,  
and Spiny Tailed lizardS

Hundreds of non-native animals and plants are spread-
ing in Florida.  Join SCCF for a program about the Alien 

Invasion.  Learn about 
Florida native species ver-
sus exotics and what SCCF 
is doing to protect island 
wildlife and their habitats.  
Wednesday, July 6 at 10 a.m. 
in the Nature Center audito-

rium.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.
  

Bailey hoMeSTead garden Walk

Join SCCF for a walk through the native landscapes at 
the SCCF Native Landscapes and Garden Center  Stroll 
through the wildflower and pollinator garden, the agricul-
tural area as well as the native landscape surrounding the old 
house.  Learn about the connections between native birds, 
butterflies and pollinators to their favorite native plants.  
The wildflowers are in bloom.  Buy some seagrape and 
mangrove honey.  Take home a native Florida wild sweet 
basil to make pesto!  Sip some goldenrod tea!  Thursday, 
July 7 at 9 a.m.  The Bailey Homestead Preserve is at 1300 
Periwinkle Way.  Meet in the last parking lot at the entrance to 
the Native Landscapes and Garden Center.  No reservations. 
Call Dee at SCCF at 472-2329 for more information.  Free 
to members and children, $5 for non-members. See you there!
  

Bailey hoMeSTead:  Making The land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic 
property, the history of the land itself and some stories 
about the Bailey family, which farmed the land for three 
generations.  Wednesdays, July 6 and 20, August 3, 17 and 
31 at 8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, 
meet at the Conservation Gateway Kiosk at the head of the 
Shipley Trail, near the entrance.  Call Kristie at 472-2329 
for more information.  Free to members and children.  $5 for 
non-members.  
  

BoBCaT TaleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are in 
trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most of 
their North American range and this adaptable feline’s abil-
ity to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for the 
bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% of the 
bobcat’s diet.  Tuesday, July 5 at 1 p.m. in the SCCF audito-
rium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and 
children attending for free.
  

The CiTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T and The SaniBel plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural sys-
tems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and the 

shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. It was no 
accident that this work yielded the preservation of the phe-
nomenal and bountiful natural resources we all enjoy today. 
Wednesday, July 13 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free. 
  

CoaSTal Cleanup — SaTurday, SepTeMBer 17 
SCCF invites you to participate in an international volunteer 
effort to rid our coastlines and waterways of marine litter, 
pollution, and debris.  Lunch and snacks on the SCCF Na-
ture Center porch will be available from 10 til 12 am.  Bring 
friends and family to the Nature Center between 9-12 a.m. 
or reserve your favorite “clean up” spot ahead of time by call-
ing Dee at 472-2329, September 12 through 16.  More info 
on Page 10
  

SnoWy ploverS

Watch where you walk there are plovers on the beach and 
nesting is beginning.  SCCF has been monitoring and 
staking the nests of this shorebird on Sanibel beaches for 
13 years.  Join SCCF biologists to learn about this threat-
ened species and what you can do to protect their small 
nesting populations.  Thursday, July 7 and 21 at 1:00 p.m. 
in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with 
members and children free.
  

Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Lucky the Florida Softshell 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box tur-
tles.  Explore the dry touch tank.  Take a guided tour to 
learn about these living ambassadors.  Tuesday, July 12 and 
26 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.
  

TideS, CurrenTS & Florida ShelF

Have you ever wondered why the islands sometimes have 
just one tide a day or why you can see sea grasses when the 
tide chart says it is high tide?  In the past few years more 
people have become aware of the Florida Shelf. Where is 
it and why is it important?  This is an introduction how 
water behaves as the earth spins, the moon orbits and the 
winds blow. Wednesday, July 27 and August 24 at 10 a.m. 
Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.
  

TurTle TraCkS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, July 14 and 28, August 
11 and 25 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

SCCF July - August 2016  Program Schedule
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •		Trails	&	Observation	Tower													•		Butterfly	House		
•		Education	Center	

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtle	Conservation
•	 Wildlife	Habitat	Management

John Morse 
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Ron Gibson - President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements- Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Alex Horn
Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 

Karen Nelson
Dee Serage

Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2016
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce

Paul Roth
Richard Shipley Kristie Anders

Dr. Rick Bartleson
Liz Beans

Cheryl Giattini

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

Sign up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org
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SCCF Member Update

September 2016

Center Tract Marsh Restoration
By Chris Lechowicz, Herpetologist and Wildlife & Habitat Management Director

If you have been on the hiking 
trails behind the SCCF Nature Cen-
ter this summer, you have probably 
noticed some changes in the land-
scape.  Most restoration projects on 
SCCF conservation lands involve the 
removal of invasive exotic vegetation 
and then the subsequent planting of 
native plants. This restoration project 
involved the removal of nearly fifty 
acres of hardwoods from wetland ar-
eas that were once open grasslands 
where wading birds and the state-
protected endemic Sanibel rice rat 
(Oryzomys palustris sanibeli) would 
forage for food. These open marshes 
and swales have been severely reduced 
by the slow but steady invasion of 
hardwoods over the past half century.

Historically, what we consider the 
Sanibel River or slough was a series 
of marshes and lakes in the center of 
the island. With changes to the land-
scape and hydrology beginning in the 
1950s, hardwoods have been quietly 
but steadily expanding further into 
open marsh lands and Cabbage Palm 
savannahs.  In addition, the increas-
ing resident and visitor population 
after the causeway was built in 1962 
brought a reduction of acres burned 
by wild fires as a result of fire sup-
pression. Marsh and savannah habi-
tats in Florida are dependent on fire 
to stem the invasion of hardwoods. 

Thanks to a grant from the Florida 
Fish & Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission (FFWCC) that was sparked 

See Marsh on Page 2

Above:  Careful mechanical work was done to prevent damaging or removing non-
woody species such as cabbage palms from the wetlands.  Below:  Before removal 
of hardwoods.

Right:  The habitat loss of the state-listed and en-
demic Sanibel rice rat are what helped SCCF ob-
tain grant funds for this restoration project. Hard-
wood removal in wetlands on Sanibel will benefit 
numerous wildlife species, especially wading birds.
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by the immediate needs of the extremely rare Sanibel rice 
rat, approximately 52 acres of hardwoods were removed by 
hand and with heavy machinery by an FFWCC contractor 
behind the SCCF Nature Center.  

The removal is all north of the Sanibel River, begin-
ning just south of the Bailey-Matthews National Shell Mu-
seum and extending all the way to Rabbit Road. Most of 
the vegetation was chipped in place and cord grass (Spar-
tina bakeri) is already coming back in several areas where it 
has been shaded out for many years. 

Our next step is to invoke prescribed fire to these areas 
in 2017 to maximize our restoration efforts.  Burning the 
remaining chipped hardwood and other debris will allow 

for a quicker return of cord grass to the swales and marshes.
If you walk on the trails near the impoundment now, 

you will notice the vastness of the open wetlands. It was 
really hard to recognize how much open marsh had been 
lost over the last several decades — until you actually see 
the footprint of where hardwoods once stood. We are 
greatly looking forward to next year’s county aerials to 
compare the difference in coverage.  With a cyclic pre-
scribed fire regime and occasional hand treatments, we 
will be able to maintain this precious habitat type that 
many Sanibel wildlife species depend upon.

Student Interns Are an Integral Part of the Marine Laboratory
By Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., Marine Laboratory Director

In the summer of 2016, we mentored two dedicated student 
interns; both are full-time undergraduates during the year and 
spent their “summer vacation” volunteering at the Lab. Specifically, 
they helped with seaweed sorting and identification related to the 
recent high flows, and they helped collect oyster reef restoration 
samples to see how the constructed reefs are performing. 

Anthony Bonacolta is from Lehigh Acres and is a sophomore 
at the University of Miami. Anthony was the recipient of the 2015 
and 2016 “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society scholarship award and 
has a double major in marine science and biotechnology. Anthony 
volunteered three days/week from May-August 2016. 

Caitlyn Reisa is a sophomore at Missouri State University and 
would like to transfer to the University of Tampa to study marine 
science. Caitlyn’s family provided travel, housing and all living ex-
penses for her to work at the Lab in July. 

Mentoring young people in marine science is an important 
part of our work at the Lab. Each of us remembers one or two important mentors that led us on a career path to share 
and gain knowledge about the marine environment. These student interns also help carry the workload on oyster reef 
and macroalgae monitoring. 

Above: Anthony and Ashley helping in the field.  
Left: Crabs that use oyster reefs as their home were 
sorted by 2016 volunteer student interns.

Nature 
Center

San-Cap Road

Shell 
Museum

Sanibel River

Marsh -- Continued from Page 1
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See Late Breaking News on the bottom of Page 4

Used to be summers were a quieter, slower season; a 
time to catch our breath from the hectic pace of the leg-
islative and winter/spring season.  Not for Policy!  We re-
main in high gear with a lot  going on, here is a sampling.

Waiting for State Leadership
After months of blaming the federal Government, 

from the President to the Army Corps, the spotlight is 
now on Florida Governor Rick Scott to step up and ac-
celerate solutions to address excess, harmful discharges to 
the estuaries.  We are asking the Governor to take two ac-
tions.  One immediate step is to make use of 16,000 acres 
of state owned land in the EAA south of the lake (see map, 
right) to move 48,000 - 64,000 acre feet of water from 
the Lake south instead of out the estuaries.  This land is 
currently leased back to grow sugar cane through 2019 
with an option to extend to 2020.  We can use this land 
now, it is the only immediate solution available, so we ask 
the Governor to cancel the lease immediately and use this 
state owned land to help reduce estuary flooding now. 

The second request to the Governor is to accelerate 
project planning for a storage reservoir south of the lake in 
the EAA from its current scheduled start date of 2020 to 
this summer in conjunction with storage planning north 
of the lake.  It is critical to look at storage needs in the eco-
system as a whole instead of piece meal and sequentially.  
If storage south of the lake planning is not started now, it 
will be, optimistically, 2030 — 14 years from now — be-
fore a project is built that can reduce flows to the estuaries.  
We cannot afford the delay to look at storage north and 
south of the lake sequentially, it must be looked at as a 
comprehensive ecosystem and the larger drainage capacity 
is south.  We have no time to waste.  We encourage ev-
eryone to write the Governor using the letter available on 
our website (www.sccf.org in the Current Issues box, “Tell 
Gov. Scott...”  

In June our Senator Lizbeth Benacquisto added her 
voice to those of the City of Sanibel, Martin County and  
her colleague from the east coast, incoming Senate Presi-
dent Joe Negron, urging the South Florida Water Man-
agement District (SFWMD) to support accelerating stor-
age planning south of the lake.

 
Late Breaking News

SCCF policy staff joined advocates from across the 
state to urge the South Florida Ecosystem Task Force to 
accelerate the planning for EAA (Everglades Agricultur-

al Area) storage to this summer.   A few weeks later, the 
Assistant Secretary of the Army, Jo-Ellen Darcy, wrote a 
letter expressing the Corps’ willingness and acknowledge-
ment of the merit of accelerating the project subject to the 
state sponsor stepping up.   

The SFWMD is the state sponsor and — as of press 
time  — the SFWMD Governing Board responded to 
Ms. Darcy stating they are unwilling "to reorder planning 
studies for Everglades restoration. The current timeline is 
a proven and reliable compass that guides restoration proj-
ects and maximizes the benefits of all Comprehensive Ev-
erglades Restoration Plan efforts. A proposed amendment 
to this schedule is a distraction that could prove harmful 
to ongoing efforts and should be carefully considered only 
in the context of a public process."

Despite the Governor’s and the SFWMD’s numer-
ous press releases stating that emergency actions were 
being taken to store more water north of the lake, no 
significant storage north has been added.  Furthermore, 
their emergency operations have instead resulted in dry-
ing out the Kissimmee River floodplain, further impact-
ing habitat and fishery production and wildlife use.  

After five months of flooding two productive coastal 
estuaries, in July they announced a few private landown-
ers were willing to divert water in the St. Lucie basin 

Natural Resource Policy Update
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director Map showing land owned by the state in the EAA that 

is leased out for agriculture (yellow parcel labeled “A2”)
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See Policy on Page 6

Water Management Project Planning
Lake O Watershed Planning Process Kick-off 

The Lake Okeechobee Watershed (LOW) project 
kicked off its scoping meeting in Okeechobee in July.  The 
planning effort looks only at storage north of the lake to 
improve the quantity, quality, timing and distribution of 
water entering Lake Okeechobee.  While this is an impor-
tant effort, the preliminary scope only focuses on projects 
immediately around the north of the lake and ignores the 
northern half of the Kissimmee watershed where storage is 
also needed.  We support additional storage north of the 
lake but strongly urge that storage opportunities south be 
assessed concurrently in this planning effort.  The simple 
fast is that any rainfall that falls on the lake, in its watershed 
or south of the lake cannot be stored north, so the larger 

solution to provide needed storage lies south of the lake.  
For more about the Lake Okeechobee Watershed 

Project, check out the “Current Issues” box on our web-
site, www.sccf.org.  You’ll find project information and a 
video of the July meeting.

The Corps will accept comments on the project at:  
OkeechobeeWatershedRestoration@usace.army.mil or mail 
to: Gretchen Ehlinger,  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Jacksonville District,  P.O. Box 4970,  Jacksonville, FL 
32232-0019.

Western Everglades Restoration Project  (WERP)
The original Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 

Plan (CERP) project identified a project to restore and re-
connect the western portion of the Everglades ecosystem 
by re-establishing sheet flow from the West Feeder Canal 
across the Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation  into 
Big Cypress National Park to provide flood protection 
to Seminole Tribal lands, and ensure that inflows meet 
applicable water quality standards.  The project includes 
modification of levees and canals, water control struc-
tures, pumps, and storm water treatment areas with a to-
tal storage capacity of 7,600 acre-feet located within and 
adjacent to the Miccosukee and Seminole Indian Reserva-
tions in Collier and Hendry Counties.  This CERP proj-
ect will serve as the starting point for the WERP and will 
be refined through the planning process. 

Additional information on the Western Everglades 
Restoration Project can be found on our website under 
the “Current Issues” box.  At press time, the kick-off 
meeting was scheduled for mid-August but comments 
can be sent after that date to: 

Western.Everglades@usace.army.mil or mailed to:  
Melissa Nasuti
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Jacksonville District  
P.O. Box 4970, Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019.

Late Breaking News -- Continued from Page 3
but there are no projects that help the Caloosahatchee, 
which receives the majority of unwanted lake discharges.  

The SFWMD accuses the Federal government of be-
ing an obstacle to restoration, but in fact it is the state 
that is unwilling to act on solutions that would signifi-
cantly address the problem.  Make no mistake: it is our 
state government that is not serving the interests of the 
taxpaying public.  We need to ask whose interests they 
are serving?    

San-Cap Chamber Action
SCCF is working with the Sanibel Captiva Chamber 

and City of Sanibel to coordinate and promote timely and 
effective solutions to the too-often-repeating water crisis 
in the estuaries and Lake O.  Economic impacts suffered 
by island and Lee County businesses from the current wa-
ter crisis and fatigue in not seeing meaningful, effective 
leadership from the State has motivated the partnership 
to step up our outreach.  

Lake Okeechobee Watershed Planning
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Water managers use a sea of arcane acronyms and 
terminology to define a constantly changing proj-
ect landscape.  Here’s a primer of some of the current 
projects and terminology and a map (right and above) 
showing the locations.

   
Greater Everglades:  Colored areas on the map.  Three 

million acres that encompass the watersheds of the 
Kissimmee (from Orlando south), Lake Okeechobee, 
St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee rivers and estuaries and 
the southern Everglades to Florida Bay.

Northern Everglades:  Green area includes the Lake 
Okeechobee watershed and the Caloosahatchee and 
St. Lucie estuaries.

Southern Everglades:  Pink area south of the lake, in-
cluding Everglades National Park, the EAA, and dif-
ferent projects.

EAA: Everglades Agricultural Area.  Yellow area south 
of Lake Okeechobee. 700,000 acres.

Western Everglades is used to define two different 
projects in the Southern Everglades (pink area);
1.  Picayune Strand Restoration Project (red on the 

map), previously known as Southern Golden 
Gate Estates.  This project will restore hydrology 
and flow to the 10,000 Islands National Wildlife 
Refuge in southern Collier County.  

2.  Western Everglades Restoration Project (WERP) 
(blue on the map).  WERP  aims to improve the 
quality, quantity, timing and distribution of wa-
ter needed to restore and reconnect the western 

An Overview of the Greater Everglades System

Water Calculator ~ Providing a Perspective
The SFWMD is fond of reporting storage capacity 

in gallons while storage and flow are generally measured 
in acre feet (AF) or cubic feet per second (cfs).  There is 
a good reason for that, reporting water in gallons provides 

a very large number that looks impressive but it makes 
it hard to compare to the flow measured and reported 
either in AF or cfs.   So here is a handy converter:

1 billion gallons of water = 3,069 acre feet
Once built, the C43 reservoir will provide stor-

age for 55,394,670,000 (billion) gallons of water or 
170,000 acre feet

In 2013 the Caloosahatchee received 2.5 million 
acre feet of unwanted excess water and in 2005 the un-
wanted excess flows to the Caloosahatchee totaled 3.3 
million acre feet

Everglades ecosystem, including portions of Hendry, 
Collier and Broward Counties. and the Big Cypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation  and the Miccosukee 
Federal Indian Reservation.   

IDS  = Integrated Delivery Schedule, Federal/State sequenc-
ing and timeline of restoration projects

 170,000 acre-feet Storage provided by completed 
  C-43 (Caloosahatchee) Reservoir
 2,500,000 acre-feet Amount of excess water received 
   by the Caloosahatchee in 2013
 3,300,000 acre-feet Amount of excess water received 
   by the Caloosahatchee in 2005

 170,000 acre-feet Storage provided by completed 
  C-43 (Caloosahatchee) Reservoir
 2,500,000 acre-feet Amount of excess water received 
   by the Caloosahatchee in 2013
 3,300,000 acre-feet Amount of excess water received 
   by the Caloosahatchee in 2005

Northern Everglades

Southern Everglades

Western Everglades
Picayune Strand 
Restoration Project
Western Everglades 
Restoration Project

EAA - 
Everglades Agricultural Area

Boundaries approximate
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Together we drafted an action alert with three actions:  
1. Asking the Governor to take action immediately on 

the 16,000 acres and move up planning of the EAA 
southern storage planning project;

2. Sign the Now or Neverglades Petition to prioritize 
timely actions to restore the Everglades and Estuaries;

3. Communicate with candidates in the upcoming elec-
tions asking them to sign the petition and demonstrate 
their commitment to water issues.  A link for the alert is 
at sccf.org, under “Current Issues” click on the “3 ways...” 
link for the alert.   You can also find the August 4 video.
On August 4th a large group of chamber members, is-

land organizations, tourists and concerned residents from 
across Lee County convened at the Chamber to sign the 
Now or Neverglades petition and call for all elected officials 
and candidates to do the same. 

Policy  -- Continued from Page 4

John Naumann, Rae Ann Wessel, Sonja Smith (CASI), Rich-
ard Johnson (Bailey’s), John Lai (Lee County Hotel Association), 

Mark Anderson (Benchmark Construction).  Seated: Calli 
Johnson (Bailey’s), Evelyn Stewart (Adventures in Paradise), 
Chris Davison (Island Inn).  Photo San-Cap Chamber.

On Saturday, September 17, SCCF invites you to partic-
ipate in an international volunteer effort to rid our coastlines 
and waterways of marine litter, pollution, and debris.  On 
that day volunteers worldwide remove millions of pounds 
of coastal trash that can hurt local economies, injure and kill 
marine wildlife, and choke the ocean environment.   SCCF’S 
partner in the Ocean Conservancy’s 30th Annual Coastal 
Cleanup is Keep Lee County Beautiful.

Participation is easy so bring your friends and family 
to SCCF’s Nature Center at 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 
between 9-12 a.m. on Saturday, September 17,  to check 
in and pick up your Coastal Cleanup Data cards and trash 
bags.   You can also avoid the lines on Saturday by reserv-
ing  your favorite “clean up” spot ahead by calling Dee at 
472-2329 September 12 – 16.

Lunch and snacks on the Nature Center porch will be 
available from 10 a.m. til 12 noon as well as a dumpster to 

deposit your trash.  Be sure to fill out your data card and 
turn it in at SCCF.   Please bring your own water and gloves 
to reduce the use of plastic. 

Worldwide last year, 560,000 volunteers picked up 16 
million lbs. of trash in 91 countries on 12,000 miles of coast.  
Cigarettes and food rappers topped the list of things found 
with plastic bottles coming in third.  Annually an average 
of 1,500 Lee County volunteers collect 10,000 lbs. of trash.  
Trash in the ocean is one of the most widespread problems 
threatening our waterways and wild-
life... and it is all preventable.  See you 
at the Coastal Cleanup!

30th Annual Coastal Cleanup   September 17
The Sanibel-Captiva Sail & Power Squadron is adopting Pic-
nic Island for Coastal Cleanup this year. The group will travel 
by boat to clean up this popular local destination in Pine Is-
land Sound.  Call early to reserve your cleanup spot.

If you have a favorite clean-up spot, don’t forget to reserve it in advance 
by calling Dee at 472-2329 September 12 – 16.
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Our west coast Representative in Congress, Curt Clawson and his counterpart 
on the east coast, Representative Patrick Murphy, joined forces to host a Lagoon-
Gulf Action Day in DC to highlight the plight of the two coastal south Florida es-
tuaries this year and promote bipartisan solutions.  SCCF Policy Director Rae Ann 
Wessel was asked to testify on the ecological impacts to the Caloosahatchee and 
Gulf Coast region.  The meeting convened agency representatives of the Harm-
ful Algal Bloom Working group including US EPA, NOAA, NASA and USGS.  
These agencies are working on technology to track, monitor, predict and assess 
harmful algal blooms that are being experienced not only in south Florida but 
across the nation.

Following the fly in, two meetings were convened in Fort Myers, one with 
Senator Bill Nelson and another with Senator Marco Rubio with mayors and 
local representatives.  

Mayors Meeting
Sanibel Mayor Ruane has provided leadership in bringing together not only 

the mayors of six local cities but in June also encouraged the Florida League of 
Cities to host a meeting in Fort Myers to invite mayors from 161 cities and 19 
counties affected by the greater Everglades water conditions.  He noted that, in 
combination, the real estate values of these counties equals 55% of the real estate 
values of the state.  Adding TDC income to that total brings it up to $2 trillion dollars.  This economic perspective 
engaged the participants and will be followed up by a second meeting in Stuart in September.  We are very grateful to 
the Mayor and City for leading the way in working to focus municipalities on shared solutions.

Lagoon Gulf Action Day in DC

From left:  West coast Representative Curt Clawson, U.S. Senator Bill Nelson and east coast Representative Patrick Murphy 
at the July 14 Gulf Action panel.  Note the SCCF photo of the 2013 plume in Redfish Pass behind Representative Murphy.  
(Below right:) Rae Ann Wessel testifying before the panel; and (Bottom right:) briefing Senator Rubio in Fort Myers.

Upcoming Meetings About Water
October 26, 2016 — News-Press Water Summit:  Caloosahatchee Water Crisis, A Learning Experience on 
What’s Wrong and What We Can Do to Fix It.  Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort and spa, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

January 5 - 8, 2017 — SCCF is hosting the 32nd Annual Conference of the Everglades Coalition, also at 
Sanibel Harbour just off-island.  Stay turned for more info.
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Seasonal Almanac:  Fall Brings Birds and Weather
By Kristie Anders, Educational Director

The first northerly breezes of fall bring back blue-winged teal in September. The trails at the Nature Center that 
wind through wetlands ought to offer a delightful invitation for the teal to drop in. It has been several years since 
several dozen teal have been spotted all at once, but thanks to the hard work of the habitat management staff, the 
wetlands are once again accessible for many wetland birds. Teal are dabblers, that is they dip their beak into the water 
to feed. In fact most of the ducks seen on the islands will be dabblers. In contrast, the divers pursue prey underwater.

Rains in early winter and in the summer ought to keep our lower wetlands accessible. In late July the roof top our 
covered “June’s Bridge” had a line of almost a dozen white ibis who had scuffled through the shallow water scaring up 
watery insects and crayfish. By late April, the teal will leave and begin their journey north.

The white pelicans arrive after the first of October, when the north breezes provide a tail wind and actually bring 
a bit of cooling off to the islands.  Sometimes, it seems the white pelicans carry a calendar under those giant wings — 
and anyone who has witnessed the ribbon of white pelicans in flight know how spectacular it is. Single file, the birds 
dip and rise, beating their wings not in synchrony, but in the same physical space as the bird in front.  They usually 
tay with us until March. 

By October, the sea grapes have already ripened and fallen but other fruits and insects flourish on the islands to 
nourish the woodland warblers that pass through sporadically all fall, winging their way to Cuba, turning east to the 
Caribbean or south through the Yucatan to Central America.

It is also time to watch the weather as September and October are notorious for strong storms brewing up from the 
area of Cuba and the Yucatan. Some of the strongest hurricanes to hit the Gulf Coast have been in the early fall. Just 
another thing to watch for as the islands show their subtle seasons. Not quite the burst of color of a deciduous forest 
or frost on the grass, but fall on the islands is glorious. 

If you compare the beaches from July to September, there is a notable change. The number of sanderlings, sand-
pipers, willets, dowitchers, ruddy turnstones and other shorebirds explode as these, too, know Sanibel and Captiva’s 
beaches and mudflats to be scrumptious places to feed.  They feed on worms, mole crabs, coquinas and more, prob-
ing their beaks between the grains of sand. Most remarkable are the red knots that can migrate distances as far as  the 
Arctic tundra and Tierra del Fuego. Once the most abundant of all the shorebirds, this remarkable bird species stops 
to fuel up on coquinas. Every once in a while they will linger for more than a day or two. Some short stop and spend 
winter on our beaches. By the time they migrate, their cinnamon colored chest  and throat have faded to a more sedate 
gray-white color.

Shhh, don’t tell everyone, because it is the calm before the hurriedness of the winter season. It is a time to be sa-
vored along the trails in SCCFs preserves.
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Bailey hoMeSTead:  Making The land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic 
property, the history of the land itself and some stories 
about the Bailey family, which farmed the land for three 
generations.  Wednesdays, September 7, 14, 21 and 28, Oc-
tober 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 
Periwinkle Way, meet at the Conservation Gateway Kiosk at 
the head of the Shipley Trail, near the entrance.  Call Kristie 
at 472-2329 for more information.  Free to members and 
children.  $5 for non-members.  

The CiTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T and The SaniBel plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural sys-
tems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and the 
shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This work 
led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the Sanibel 
Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the preserva-
tion of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we all 
enjoy today. Friday, October 21 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free. 

CoaSTal Cleanup — SaTurday, SepTeMBer 17 
SCCF invites you to participate in an international vol-
unteer effort to rid our coastlines and waterways of ma-
rine litter, pollution, and debris.  On that day volunteers 
worldwide remove millions of pounds of coastal trash that 
can hurt local economies, injure and kill marine wildlife, 
and choke the ocean environment.  SCCF’S partner in 
the Ocean Conservancy’s 30th Annual Coastal Cleanup 
is Keep Lee County Beautiful.  Lunch and snacks on the 
SCCF Nature Center porch will be available from 10 til 
12 am.  Bring friends and family to the Nature Center be-
tween 9-12 a.m. or reserve your favorite “clean up” spot 
ahead of time by calling Dee at 472-2329, September 
12 through 16.  More info on Page 10

CoyoTe and Bear TaleS

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented 
on the island; the black bear was relocated to northern 
Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors of these two 
new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every county 
in Florida.  Both human and bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from 
insects and fruits.  Wednesday, October 26 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

gaTor & CroCodile TaleS

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, September 7 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Cost 

of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free.

oTTer TaleS

No one knows how many North American river otters live 
on Sanibel and Captiva.  Some say there are fewer since 
2004’s Hurricane Charley.  Come and learn about this 
large, aquatically adapted member of the weasel family.  riv-
er otters are strong and graceful swimmers that capture the 
hears of all who see them.  Otter sightings have increased 
recently on SCCF trails.  Wednesday, September 21 at 10 
a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with SCCF members and 
children attending for free.

oWl TaleS

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an osprey, 
hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in tree 
cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  Will the Barn 
Owls use the nest box on the side of the Nature Center this 
year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting phase with 
males guarding territory and calling to females.  Wednesday, 
October 12 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with 
SCCF members and children attending for free.

Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box turtles.  
Take a guided tour to learn about these living ambassadors.  
Tuesday, October 4 and 18 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center au-
ditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

TideS, CurrenTS & Florida ShelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Wednesday, September 
14 at 10 a.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. 
Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

TurTle TraCkS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, September 8 and 22,  
October 6 and 20 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center audito-
rium.  Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

SCCF September - October 2016  Program Schedule
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The Native Landscapes & Garden Center is now at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 Periwinkle Way.

You can keep up with all of SCCF's stories and news by signing up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org

Through Captiva Cruises’ No Child Left On 
Shore  partnership with SCCF, children from 
different southwest Florida communities — 
who might have never seen the Gulf of Mexico 
— have the chance to travel by boat and learn 
about the islands, waters, shoreline and the 
critters who live there.  Left:  Environmental 
Educator Richard Finkel shares stories on the 
ride from Captiva.

Walking into the Native Landscapes & Garden Center, you may 
not immediately notice the well-behaved tree planted next to the walk-
way.  Cinnamon Bark (Canella winterana), like an obedient student, 
stays in its place and maintains a tidy appearance.  However, this unas-
suming small tree, upon closer inspection, is a beauty to behold.  

The flowers, though small, are a striking red color, and the red ber-
ries are beloved by many of our bird species.  The leaves maintain a dark 
green color throughout the year, and the plant is adaptable to a wide 
range of environmental conditions.  The inner bark of this plant was 
historically used as a cinnamon replacement, though it is also reported 
that the outer bark is toxic, so I would not recommend harvesting the 
spice yourself!  Like students out of school, Cinnamon Bark shows its 
colors in the summer.  Stop by the Bailey Homestead and take a closer 
look at its flowers and fruit!

Notes from the Homestead:  Cinnamon Bark
By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager
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September 2016 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House  
•  Education Center 

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

John Morse 
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Ron Gibson - President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements- Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2016
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce

Paul Roth
Richard Shipley Kristie Anders

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

Sign up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org
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SCCF Member Update

October 2016

Young Sanibel Citizen Honored with Water Quality Tour
Grant Kaminer, a seventh grade student at The 

Sanibel School, is living proof that the fight for clean 
water is being taken up by our youngest generation 
of island citizens.

Concerned about water quality, Grant decided to 
write his own entreaty on the subject. He mailed it to 
the Island Sun, which covered the story.

“Being a good citizen not only means looking 
out for others, but helping to protect and preserve 
our environment and nature,” Grant told reporter 
Jeff Lysiak. “Protecting the environment and helping 
animals is what Sanibel is all about.”

We couldn’t agree more. To honor and inform 
Grant’s enthusiasm, SCCF Marine Laboratory Di-
rector Eric Milbrandt, Ph. D. invited Grant to tour 
the Lab facility and take a boat ride out to see one of 
SCCF’s eight River, Estuary and Coastal Observing 
Network (RECON) sensors gathering water quality 
data in the estuary surrounding Sanibel.

“It was a great opportunity to show Grant the role 
that solid scientific research plays in SCCF’s fight for 
good water management policies,” said Milbrandt. “We 
also had fun talking about the Marine Lab’s restoration 
of oyster reefs in San Carlos Bay, tapegrass beds in the 
Caloosahatchee, and mangroves in Clam Bayou.”

Grant was joined on the Lab and RECON Sen-
sor boat tour by his mother, Colleen Kelly. 

“He was just so impressed with all you are do-
ing,” said Kelly. “I know he will go back and share 
this valuable information with his classmates.”

Grant Kaminer with mom Colleen Kelly (left) and Marine Lab 
Director Eric Milbrandt, checking one of the RECON stations.

Declaration of Lobbies
We the people of the City of Sanibel hold to the necessity 

for pure ocean water on the Gulf and bay side of the islands. 
The state and central government seem not to understand that 
thousands of peoples’ lives are being changed by this pollution.

The owners of businesses’ finances are being severely 
slashed as a consequence of this decision. The income that 
these people once were able to make a living out of, forcing 
these people who have done nothing wrong into a lifelong 
problem of poverty and depression.

The very fate of the economic principle of Sanibel is tour-
ism, and with a smaller amount of tourists visiting, we sink 
farther into recession that we locals have had no say in where 
this water is headed.

Innocent marine life – such as fish – are dying by the hun-
dreds on the beaches, and the once gorgeous seashells are now 
covered in slime and emit a foul odor.

This problem is surely to continue if we don’t do anything 
about this. We will surely fall into a prison of dark and danger in 
which there is no way out, but the higher up governmental au-
thorities disagree with everything we have put out so far, giving 
them more room to work and to destroy this tropical paradise.

This is the time to stand up and defend our beloved sanc-
tuary for us, for the animals and for the greater good.

Marine Lab hosts live forum on 2016 El Niño
Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., hosted a public seminar 

on the effects of the El Niño on the Caloosahatchee 
and St. Lucie estuaries with guest, Dr. Ian Walsh. 
The seminar, titled “Algae Blooms, Our Estuary, and 
RECON,” was held at the Nature Center on July 
29 and featured two talks highlighting local data 
from RECON (SCCF’s water quality sensors) as 
well as east coast data from the Indian River Lagoon 

Grant’s submission to the newspaper was influenced in style by his 
recent reading of Ron Chernow’s 832-page Alexander Hamilton:

See Lab Live Stream on Page 2
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The high water on September 1 from Hurricane Hermine 
caused the loss of 57 sea turtle nests on Sanibel and 24 on 
Captiva.  Many more were inundated; most of those are 
probably lost but some may hatch.  Sea turtles nest several 
times each summer.  This year, one tagged loggerhead laid 
nest #335, which was lost, but she also laid nest #58, which 
produced 87 hatchlings.  Photo courtesy Carol Strange.

Don’t miss out!  Reserve now. 
(Reserved cards must be picked up and paid for by Dec.5)

10 cards & envelopes for $15.  Available at the Native Plant 
Nursery.  We can mail your cards to you for an extra priority 
mailing charge.  Mail orders must be received by Dec. 10.

SCCF Christmas Cards

Wishing You Peace, Joy and HappinessWishing You Peace, Joy and Happiness

Tickets $75 in advance  $85 at the door
Please call 472-2329 to join the fun! 

Save the Date!

Saturday, Nov. 5    7 - 9 p.m.

Bailey Homestead 
Preserve

Bailey Homestead 
Preserve

SCCF

Wild
WinesWines

Wild
at theat the

in thein the

New time

New location!

Message inside:

Sea Turtles And Hermine

Upcoming Meetings About Water  
October 26, 2016 — News-Press Water Summit:  
Caloosahatchee Water Crisis, A Learning Experience 
on What’s Wrong and What We Can Do to Fix It.  
Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

January 5 - 8, 2017 — SCCF is hosting the 32nd 
Annual Conference of the Everglades Coalition, 
also at Sanibel Harbour just off-island.  Stay tuned 
for more info.

Observing Network, a system on Florida’s east coast, that 
was designed and built using RECON as a model. To our 
knowledge, it is the very first live streamed seminar on San-
ibel and Captiva.  For a link to the video: http://marinelab.
sccf.org/reconvideo/

RECON data showed how freshwater and subsequent 
algae blooms affected the lower estuary after the 2015-2016 
El Niño. The record-breaking rainfall combined with water 
management policies caused unusually low salinities and high 
tannins (colored dissolved organic matter) around Sanibel. 
At locations in the lower estuary, such as McIntyre Creek, 
in "Ding" Darling NWR, and Tarpon Bay, phytoplankton 
blooms occurred when Lake Okeechobee and the watershed 
flows exceeded 3,000 cubic feet per second (cfs). Other ob-
servations from the upper Caloosahatchee by the Marine 
Lab’s Dr. Rick Bartleson showed the unusual blue-green al-
gae bloom that was prevalent for the past two months.

Lab Live Stream -- cont’d from Page 1

January 13, 2017 — The Captiva Community 
Panel will host a Symposium on Sea Level Rise, at 
South Seas Island Resort.  Featured speaker:  Harold 
Wanless, Ph.D., University of Miami.
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2
Making Land Work tour 

at Bailey Homestead-8:30

Making Land Work tour 
at Bailey Homestead-8:30

Making Land Work tour 
at Bailey Homestead-8:30

Making Land Work tour 
at Bailey Homestead-8:30

All events are at the Nature Center (or meet at the 
Nature Center) unless otherwise specified.

City Almost 
Wasn’t-10

Tank Talk-10

Owl Tales-10
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Coyote/Bear Tales-10 am

Bailey Homestead:  making tHe land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic 
property, the history of the land itself and some stories 
about the Bailey family, which farmed the land for three 
generations.  Wednesdays, October 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 
8:30 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet at 
the Conservation Gateway Kiosk at the head of the Shipley 
Trail, near the entrance.  Call Kristie at 472-2329 for more 
information.  Free to members and children.  $5 for non-
members.  

tHe City tHat almost Wasn’t and tHe saniBel Plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural sys-
tems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation and the 
shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. This work 
led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement and the Sanibel 
Plan.  It was no accident that this work yielded the preserva-
tion of the phenomenal and bountiful natural resources we all 
enjoy today. Friday, October 21 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free. 

Coyote and Bear tales

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented 
on the island; the black bear was relocated to northern 
Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors of these two 
new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every county 
in Florida.  Both human and bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from 
insects and fruits.  Wednesday, October 26 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

oWl tales

The nesting season for Great Horned, Barn, and Screech 
Owls of the islands has begun.  The Great Horned Owl 
does not make its own nest but uses one built by an osprey, 
hawk, or eagle.  The Screech and Barn Owls nest in tree 
cavities made by woodpeckers or nest boxes.  Will the Barn 
Owls use the nest box on the side of the Nature Center this 
year?  Island Screech owls are in the courting phase with 
males guarding territory and calling to females.  Wednesday, 
October 12 at 10 a.m.  The cost of the program is $5 with 
SCCF members and children attending for free.

tank talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  There is Indie the endangered Indigo snake, Jewel 
the Diamond Back Terrapin, Happy the Florida Snapping 
turtle, Salty the mangrove water snake, plus baby box turtles.  
Take a guided tour to learn about these living ambassadors.  
Tuesday, October 4 and 18 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center au-
ditorium.  Cost is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

turtle traCks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, October 6 and 20 at 10 
a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

SCCF October 2016  Program Schedule

Turtle Tracks-10

Turtle Tracks-10

Tank Talk-10

sun     mon    tuesday             Wednesday        tHursday         Fri                sat

SCCF October 2016 Program Schedule
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October 2016 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House  
•  Education Center 

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

John Morse 
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Ron Gibson - President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements- Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Erick Lindblad 
Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2016
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce

Paul Roth
Richard Shipley Kristie Anders

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF	is	dedicated	to	the	conservation	of	
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on	Sanibel	and	Captiva	and	
in	the	surrounding	watershed	through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

Sign up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org
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SCCF Member Update

November 2016

Unveiling Ceremony Kicks Off New Marine Lab Construction
The long awaited construction of SCCF’s new Marine 

Research Laboratory is set to start this fall. A September 
30 ceremony to unveil the construction signage was at-
tended by the building donors who funded the project in 
partnership with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. Among 
those in attendance was Gretchen Valade, the primary un-
derwriter of the Lab’s initial 5-year operating plan.

The speakers were SCCF Executive Director Erick 
Lindblad, J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge 
Manager Paul Tritaik, and Dr. Eric Milbrandt, the Marine 
Lab’s Director. Milbrandt spoke of the work that will be 
done in the new facility, including RECON water qual-
ity monitoring, seagrass and oyster reef restoration and re-
search, fish toxin studies, and red tide monitoring. 

When completed in the fall of 2017, the new Lab 
will be an elevated 2,800 square foot space with wet and 
dry lab space, under-building tank lab, and storage for 
the boats and scientific gear. The new facility will provide 
new research capabilities, safety for the staff, and increase 
collaboration with local and visiting scientists.

Lindblad closed the ceremony by announcing a new 
$440,000 capital campaign to fund the interior buildout 
and equipment costs.

“The building is wonderful, but funds must still be 
raised for the equipment that is essential for scientific exper-
imentation, monitoring, and research,” Lindblad shared.

SCCF supporters interested in helping with this un-
met capital funding need are asked to contact Cheryl 
Giattini at 239-395-2768 or cgiattini@sccf.org. 

Erick Lindblad and Paul Tritaik unveiling the construction 
sign for SCCF’s new Marine Research Laboratory.
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Retiring from the Board this year are President Ron Gibson and Trustees Deborah La Gorce and Ran Niehoff.  
While the Board is currently at 14 Trustees, the by-laws allow for 15, and the Nominating Committee is recommend-
ing that four seats be filled in 2017.  The nominees will be voted on at the December 13 Annual Meeting, which will 
be held at the Nature Center beginning at 4:30 p.m.  Catch up with old friends for the new year and enjoy cocktails 
and appetizers on the porch.  

In addition, continuing the tradition begun this year, Clyde Butcher, the 2017 Prize Recipient of the SCCF 
“Ding” Darling Brush of Excellence Environmental Art Program, will be present to unveil his work and be recognized 
for his accomplishments in the art of environmental landscape photography.

Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Shelley’s first visit to Sanibel was in 1982 when she and her husband Bill immediately real-

ized that they wanted to live on the Island some day. They bought a property that year, visited 
as often as possible and moved here in 2008. While Shelley and her family lived in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, she worked as a school psychologist and administrator for Madeira, Mariemont and other 
suburban school districts in the Cincinnati area. Shelley volunteered extensively while living 
in Cincinnati. Since moving to Sanibel, Shelley has taught education and psychology courses 
at Florida SouthWestern State College. She has also continued her volunteer work locally and 
serves on SCCF’s Event committee. She was a member of the city’s Recreation Financial As-
sistance Committee from 2009-2012 and Faculty Co-Chair of the Lockmiller Writer’s Institute 
at Edison State College (Florida SouthWestern) from 2009-2014. Shelley also works for literacy 
and educational organizations. She has written for her professional psychological organization and 
now writes for The Island Sun News and Cavalier Rescue-USA. Her hobbies include yoga, visiting her children, paddle 
boarding and walking the beach with her dog.

Robin Krivanek
After earning a Masters in Biology from the University of Florida, Robin spent a few 

years as a research biologist before retiring to raise her family and volunteer in the com-
munity. In 1974 she was elected Supervisor of Elections in Hillsborough County but kept 
her interest in science by serving on the boards of the Florida Nature Conservancy and the 
Tampa Museum of Science and Industry. Upon retirement in 1993 she moved to Sanibel 
where her parents had been wintering for many years and joined the board of SCCF and 
served on the City of Sanibel’s Vegetation Committee. After a long hiatus for caregiving, she 
resumed her community involvement two years ago serving as president of the League of 
Women Voters of Sanibel and currently volunteers with FISH and is a member of the Green 

Team at the Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ Church.

Thomas A. Rathbone
Thomas A. Rathbone retired in 2004 as President of the Cleveland Clinic Children’s 

Hospital for Rehabilitation, a position he held for 20 years.  Tom earned his B.S. at Cornell 
University and his MBA at Adelphi University; he was also a CPA and a 1992 participant 
in Leadership Cleveland. He was on the Cleveland Clinic Health System Executive Council 
from 1999-2004. 

He has been an active volunteer in Cleveland, serving as Board Chair and also trustee 
with the Saint Luke’s Foundation.  He has served in many capacities at the Fieldstone Farm 
Therapeutic Riding Center, including as Board Chair and trustee.  He also served on the 
Council of Agency Executives for United Way Services, as Board Chair and trustee of Recov-
ery Resources and as a trustee of the Shaker Square Area Development Corporation.  He was 

Nominees to the 2017 Board of Trustees
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Board Nominees -- Continued from left

Check out our 2015-16 Gift Catalog atwww.sccf.org.  Look on the right side of the page.

a trustee for Services to At Risk Teens, a director of the National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence, he 
served on the Cuyahoga County Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services Board, as trustee for the Cleveland Treatment 
Center, on the Council on Child Health of the National Association of Children’s Hospitals and Related Institutions, 
as Board President and trustee of the Shaker Heights Youth Center, and as a trustee of the Cleveland Sight Center of 
Cleveland Society of the Blind.

Tom splits his time between Captiva and Ohio.  Married in 1968, his wife recently passed away.  Tom has two 
daughters and two grandchildren, and enjoys golf, swimming, bicycling, horse carriage driving and photography.

Linda Uhler
Returning for a third term on the SCCF board, Linda Uhler has been a full-time resident 

of Sanibel since 1977.  She has been an elementary school teacher, managed and owned re-
tail businesses and served as district deputy for Congressman Porter Goss. Her community 
involvement includes chairing major fundraisers, such as the United Way of Lee County 
campaign, American Heart Association Heart Ball and BRAVO! Ballet for Gulfshore Ballet.  
She is currently serving on the Sanibel Public Library Commission. She has also been the 
president of the Junior League of Fort Myers and the Zonta Club of Sanibel-Captiva.  Linda 
served as SCCF Board President from 2013 - 2015 and she and her husband, Tom, were 
long-time permittees for the sea turtle program, and they are life members and members of 
the Legacy Society.  They created and co-ordinate the popular Wines in the Wild fundraiser.

Wines in the Wild — Saturday, November 5
Join us in Celebrating Our Good 

Nature during the 9th annual Wines 
in the Wild on Saturday, November 5 
from 7 to 9 p.m.

“We always like to add a new el-
ement to this fundraiser,” said Tom 
Uhler, event co-chair.  “We’re excited 
to announce that this year Wines in 
the Wild will be at the Bailey Home-
stead.  We look forward to welcoming 
all wine and nature lovers to SCCF’s 
newest property.”

In addition to tastings of six wines 
paired with hearty hors d’oeuvres, the 
evening will feature silent and live 
auction items which will Celebrate 
the Islands by offering unique island-
themed experiences.  

Advance reservations at $75 per 
person can be made by calling SCCF 
at 472-2329.  If space is available, the 
cost will be $85 the night of the event.  

Thanks to Presenting Sponsor, 

Bank of the Islands; Wine Sponsor, 
Bailey’s General Store and to our Host 
Committee:  Nancy and Pete Bender, 
Linda and Wayne Boyd, Tory and Bill 
Burch, Phyllis and Ron Gibson, Inge 
and Henry Glissman, Leone Graham, 
Shelley and Bill Greggs, Anne Has-
lem and Ed Wheeler, Gwenda Hi-
ett-Clements, Janie Howland, Mike 

Kelly, Deborah LaGorce, Erick and 
Ellen Lindblad, McCallion & Mc-
Callion Realty, Kay and John Morse, 
Diane and Leroy Neitzel, Roberta 
and Philip Puschel, Joyce and Don 
Rice, Nancy and Chip Roach, Lucy 
and Paul Roth, Kris and Doug Ryck-
man, Donna and John Schubert, and 
John and Martha Wolf.

Wines in the Wild co-chairs Linda and Tom Uhler with Erick Lindblad and 
Geoff and Robbie Roespstorff from presenting sponsor, Bank of the Islands.
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In celebration of the 100 year an-
niversary of our National Park system 
I spent my vacation this year visiting 
five National Parks and several Na-
tional Monuments across Arizona, 
Utah and Wyoming.  What an adven-
ture!  Here is what I learned:

Our National parks are an inter-
national treasure.  I met folks from 
over a dozen counties but I know 
there were more based on the lan-
guages I heard spoken.

Our National Parks and National 
Monuments attracted folks from all 
over our nation as well.

The parks seem well managed 
and very much loved:  they were very, 
very busy this year.

Park trails and infrastructure were 
built by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) in the 1930s as part 
of the Works Project Administration 
(WPA) during the Great Depression.

I experienced great programs, 
very well presented by school teach-
ers, volunteers and retirees — not, to 
my surprise, full time staff — which 
l learned is stretched very thin.  I was 
pleasantly surprised to hear that a 
group known as the Student Conser-
vation Association (SCA), modeled 
after the CCC, is still around and ac-
tive in the parks.   

The parks provide no plastic 
water bottles or plastic bags.  Con-
venient, free, filtered spring water 
filling stations are everywhere. 

Water in these five western parks 
is a major issue. Recognizing that it 
is critical to keep hydrated at 6,000-
8000 feet in dry climates, the water is 
free, but providing the water comes at 
a significant cost. 

Despite signs, folks still litter and 
it gets in places where it’s not easy or 
possible to remove.

150 people a year are bitten by 
squirrels in Grand Canyon National 
Park because folks feed them!

Here’s what all this made me 
ponder and how it relates to our area 
and SCCFs 50th anniversary:

Since these parks are all located 
in desert regions, my first thought 
was:  How the heck did anyone 
find this place while wandering the 
surrounding desert?   

My second thought was how 
deeply grateful I am that when they 
discovered it, they had the vision 
and commitment to preserve and 
protect these places so that 100 
years later, I could appreciate the 
beauty and majesty, and experience 
the power of nature.

Carrying capacity to preserve 
the health of the parks and wild-
life is a concern, especially traffic 
and parking. How do we use tech-
nology to protect these wild areas 
and, as population and visitation 
increases, will we need to establish 
capacity limits in parks ?  On our 
beaches?

Are parks charging enough?  A 
senior pass, good for a lifetime, is 
only $10.

Should we be charging for wa-
ter at the watering stations?

Do we have an SCA to train 
future conservationists and, if not, 

See Conservation  on Page 7

Celebrating Conservation
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director
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Upcoming Meetings About Water
December 2, 2016 —  50th Anniversary of Florida’s First Aquatic Preserve, Estero Bay!  6 p.m. Dinner & 
Silent Auction, Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort, Estero, Florida.  

January 5 - 8, 2017 — SCCF is hosting the 32nd Annual Conference of the Everglades Coalition, at Sanibel 
Harbour Resort just off-island.  Stay tuned for more info.

January 13, 2017 — The Captiva Community Panel will host a Symposium on Sea Level Rise, at South Seas 
Island Resort. The featured speaker is Harold Wanless, Ph.D., University of Miami.

Solar and Conservation 20/20 on the Ballot
By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

Vote Yes on Conservation 2020
The Conservation 20/20 program was conceived in the 

1990s by a broad based citizens’ group of business own-
ers, realtors, planners, and residents to ensure that critical 
habitats, wetlands, and corridors, were protected to pre-
serve economic property values, quality of life and natural 
resources. In 1996 a nonbinding referendum was passed by 
the majority of Lee County voters to fund a conservation 
lands program through ad valorum property taxes. 

Today the program has acquired, restored and pro-
tected nearly 25,000 acres of environmentally sensi-
tive lands – from preserves on barrier islands, to upland 
habitats, wetlands, and buffer land to rivers and streams.  
Land that provides wildlife corridors, water storage and 
filtration, and conserves vital habitats.  

Conservation 20/20 manages preserves across Lee 
County. Many of the preserves are open to the public for 
resource-based recreational opportunities. There are more 
than 30 miles of marked hiking trails and hundreds of 
unmarked maintenance/fire lines trails available to adven-
turous hikers to seek out and discover.

Preserving land preserves the unique beauty, diversity, 
wetlands  and abundance for future generations to enjoy.  
VOTE YES on Conservation 2020 in November !

Watch Videos, read Frequently Asked Questions and 
get involved:   http://www.yesonconservation2020.org/

Vote No on Amendment 1 in November
Three reasons to vote no on Amendment 1 this November:
1. It’s funded by Florida’s big utilities to protect their 

monopolies and limit customer-owned solar.
2. It paves the way for barriers that would penalize solar 

customers.
3. It promises rights and protections that Florida citizens 

already have.
Florida Power and Light,  Duke Energy, Tampa Elec-

tric and Gulf Power created a political committee called 
Consumers for Smart Solar to craft a deceptive amend-
ment to codify the utility’s ability to limit customer owned 
solar by imposing fees and penalties on solar customers.  

Over 85 organizations, associations, elected officials, 
and candidates have joined together to oppose Amend-
ment 1!  But the monopoly utilities continue to spend 
millions to deceive voters.

Don’t be fooled. Amendment 1 will continue to move 
customer-owned solar out of reach for many of Florida’s 
families and businesses, and drag state solar policy back-
wards. Vote no.

SCCF Christmas Cards

Don’t miss out!  Reserve now. 
(Reserved cards must be picked up and paid for by Dec.5)

10 cards & envelopes for $15.  Available at the Native 
Plant Nursery.  We can mail your cards to you for an 
extra priority mailing charge.  Mail orders must be 
received by Dec. 10.

Wishing You Peace, Joy and HappinessWishing You Peace, Joy and Happiness

Message inside:
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Ten pairs of Snowy Plovers made 
a total of 28 nesting attempts this 
year on Sanibel.  Many nests were lost 
to depredation early in the season, 
with Fish Crows being the primary 
culprit. In early June, Tropical Storm 
Colin brought on a powerful storm 
surge that destroyed all Snowy Plover 
nests and chicks. A third and final 
round of nesting was more successful, 
and eventually 4 Snowy Plover chicks 
fledged.

Least Terns returned to Sanibel 
in 2016 and formed a colony near 
Bowman’s Beach. The colony peaked 
at 23 nests but ultimately failed after 
a major canine depredation event in 
late May and a total washout brought 
by Tropical Storm Colin in June. 

Three pairs of Wilson’s Plovers 
made a total of 3 nesting attempts. 
One nest was washed over during 
Tropical Storm Colin but the other 2 
successfully hatched, and a total of 4 
chicks fledged. 

We are hopeful that 2017 will 
be a more productive year for all our 
beach-nesting birds on Sanibel and 
Captiva. If you have any questions 
about our shorebirds or if you are 

interested in becoming a volunteer 
with the shorebird program, please 
send an e-mail to shorebirds@sccf.org.

Shorebird Nesting Season Update
By Audrey Albrecht, Shorebird Program Coordinator / Biologist

Coastal Cleanup
Approximately 150 partici-

pants cleaned island beaches on 
Saturday, September 17 for the 
30th annual International Coast-
al Cleanup.  According to Keep 
Lee County Beautiful, county-
wide 2,100 volunteers removed 
8,000-plus pounds of litter from 
our beaches and waterways.  This 
year, island families turned out 
in increased numbers, chalk-
ing up their community service 
hours.  A bus load of Cypress Lake middle schoolers came out in force for the second year running.  The group 
from Bank of the Islands seems to be getting younger every year!  Bank of the Islands has participated in Coastal 
Cleanup as a group for many years.             - Dee Century

Bank of the Islands staffers and family members picking up for Coastal Cleanup.
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As the Living with Wildlife educator at SCCF, many 
stories come my way from residents who are concerned 
about issues in their neighborhoods that concern wildlife.  
Alligators are most often the topic of those stories.  Re-
cently, a most concerning neighborhood story included 
children fishing in a freshwater canal.  With the recent 
death of the child in Orlando by alligator attack, the story 
concerned me even more.

Can fishing in lakes and canals turn into feeding 
alligators?  If the fishing happens over and over in the 
same place and if the bait used or the fish caught are 
thrown into the water… I believe those alligators can 
become “human fed” gators.  Many years ago, blue 
crab fishing in the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wild-
life Refuge was ended for just this reason.  The chicken 
necks used for bait were attracting alligators, whether 
the fishermen meant to or not.

Although it is not illegal to fish in the freshwater lakes 

and canals where our gators live, is it really worth it?  Just 
like you should not allow your dogs to swim in freshwater, I 
think children fishing in fresh water is not worth the risk… 
fish in salt water for their enjoyment and safety.  Playing 
closer than 20 feet to freshwater edges is not advised.

Alligators catch their natural prey by lunging onto 
canal edges to catch birds or — heaven forbid — small 
children and dogs.  Fishing could encourage that natural 
behavior,  teaching them to overcome their natural avoid-
ance of humans.

Thinking of the horror of a child being attacked by 
a gator on Sanibel reminds me of my friend’s death by 
alligator attack in 2004.  A resident attending an SCCF 
“Gator Tales” program following that death “confessed” 
to feeding that gator.  He did not understand how bad it 
was to feed wildlife.   In the couple of years following that 
horrible attack, approximately 150 alligators were trapped 
and killed on Sanibel.  

Fishing For Alligators?
By Dee Century, Living with Wildlife Educator

A fed alligator is a dead alligator.
Feeding wildlife is detrimental to human and gator health.

let’s get one started.  We need to train and engage a 
multigenerational force so the history of how we got 
to where we are now is not lost and we can continue to 
build on what has been started.  

As SCCF prepares to celebrate 50 years of conser-
vation in 2017, we can be very proud of what we have 
found, protected, studied and shared the past 50 years.  
We share challenges and opportunities with the national 
parks as we recognize that we all need to get away into 
nature and experience these wild and beautiful spaces.  

Thanks to everyone who has been part of our journey 
the past 50 years — and onward to the next 50!

Caloosahatchee Oxbow & Riverlore Boat Cruises 
Join Rae Ann Wessel on an Oxbow and Riverlore 

Cruise to experience the historic Caloosahatchee. The 
guided trips provide a relaxing opportunity to experience 
the river up close and learn about, its history, folklore, 
issues and solutions, as we explore the original meanders 
of the historic upriver Caloosahatchee. Follow the river 
back to a time when a waterfall served as the headwaters 

of the Caloosahatchee and settlers braved living amongst 
the wilderness. 

The 2.5 hour adventure begins by locking through 
the W.P. Franklin Lock in Olga. Heading east toward 
Alva, we enter the historic bends of the river and revisit 
the activities of the pioneers who traveled the same river 
to find paradise. Stories of the settlements and their ad-
ventures are blended with an understanding of the river’s 
oxbows, the wild creatures that call it home and the chal-
lenges the river faces. 

Our vessel is the stable and spacious, 41 passenger 
Manatee Rover pontoon boat. All seats have a great view 
for photographs and wildlife viewing. The boat owners 
have added a “head” on board!  

Reservations are required and are now open for the 
2016-17 season.    Make reservations early as trips fill up 
fast.  Cost is $45 per person; cruises depart at 1 p.m. and 
return by 3:30.  This year’s cruise dates are:  Friday, No-
vember 25, 2016 and, in 2017:  Sunday, January 29, Sun-
day, February 12, Sunday, February 19, Sunday, March 
12, Sunday, April 9, and Sunday, May 14.

Conservation -- Continued from Page 4

All of our supporters are invited to the Annual Members Meeting on Tuesday, December 13, starting at 4:30 
p.m. at the Nature Center.  Clyde Butcher, the 2017 Prize Recipient of the SCCF “Ding” Darling Brush of Excel-
lence Environmental Art Program, will be present to unveil his work and be recognized for his accomplishments in 
the art of environmental landscape photography.  A complimentary cocktail party will follow.
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AnnuAl MeMbers Meeting

We want all of our supporters — members, donors and 
volunteers — to save the date for our Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 Annual Members Meeting.  Clyde Butcher, the 
2017 Prize Recipient of the SCCF “Ding” Darling Brush 
of Excellence Environmental Art Program, will be present 
to unveil his work and be recognized for his accomplish-
ments in the art of environmental landscape photography.  
The meeting will begin at 4:30 p.m. at the Nature Center 
and will be followed by a complimentary cocktail party.  . 

bAiley HoMesteAd:  MAking tHe lAnd Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic 
property, the history of the land itself and some stories 
about the Bailey family, which farmed the land for three 
generations.  Wednesdays, November 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 
at 10 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet at 
the Conservation Gateway Kiosk at the head of the Shipley 
Trail, near the entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 
for more information.  Free to members and children.  $5 for 
non-members.  

bobcAt tAles

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Tuesday, November 22 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.
  

cAloosAHAtcHee oxboW & riverlore cruise

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance res-
ervations and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space 
is limited, call 472-2329.  Cruise dates are:  Friday, No-
vember 25, 2016 and, in 2017:  Sunday, January 29, Sun-
day, February 12, Sunday, February 19, Sunday, March 12, 
Sunday, April 9, and Sunday, May 14.

gAtor & crocodile tAles

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Thursday, November 10 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free.

tHe MonArcHs Are coMing

One of the wonders of the world is the migration on the 
Monarch butterfly from Canada to the mountains of 
Mexico…and back.  Join SCCF to see pictures from a trip 
to those Monarch overwintering grounds and learn about 
these amazing insect ambassadors on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 9 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center.  Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

tAnk tAlk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  Meet Indie the Indigo Snake, Lucky the softshell 
turtle and Sam the Florida snapping turtle. There are also 
beautiful diamondback terrapins (2 babies and 4 adults) 
and a mangrove saltmarsh snake swimming in tanks plus 
mud turtles, peninsula cooter and a slider.  Take a tour 
with a biologist to learn about the SCCF research projects 
associated with these local critters.   Tuesday, November 1, 
15 and 29 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost 
is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

turtle trAcks

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, November 3 and 17 at 
10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

More ProgrAMs At tHe bAiley HoMesteAd:
(see page 11)

•	 GardeninG	for	Butterflies	&	other	native	Pol-
linators,	nov.	2.

•	 MakinG	sun	tea	froM	the	Garden,	nov.	21
•	 a	Basil	tastinG	at	the	native	landscaPe	&	Gar-

den	center,	nov.	16

SCCF November 2016  Program Schedule

Save the Date25th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament   
January 28 and 29, 2017at The Dunes Golf & Tennis Club
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You can keep up with all of SCCF's stories and news by signing up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org

Notes from the Homestead:  Blue Curls
By Jenny Evans, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Fall is in full swing here at the Bailey Homestead and many of our 
fall bloomers are showing their full beauty.  Often overlooked, Blue 
Curls (Trichostema dichotomum) is a delightful way to add some cooler 
tones to your garden and attract pollinators at the same time.  Its dis-
tinctive flower shape, with stamens and pistil gracefully arching over 
the top of the flower, is similar to many in the mint family; this rela-
tionship becomes more evident by crushing a few leaves and getting a 
whiff of its minty aroma.  

On the morning that I took this photo, honeybees were nectaring 
by landing on the flowers themselves, which would bend the delicate 
stems almost upside down! The bees were also gathering pollen by sim-
ply hovering near the stamens without landing on the flower at all.  An 
interesting sight indeed!

Meet Garden Center Interns Rachel and April
Hailing from the Pacific Northwest, April Dembeck 

will be interning for the Native Landscapes and Garden 
Center through the end of the year. In the winter of 2012, 
she graduated from the University of Washington with 
a B.A. in Communications and a B.A. in International 
Studies. Throughout the past several years, she has shift-
ed her career focus to conservation work. She came to 
SCCF to continue to learn all there is to learn about na-
tive plants. In her free time, April enjoys backpacking, 
performing at open mics and photography.

Originally from Greendale, Indiana, Rachel Turner 
graduated in May from Hanover College in Hanover, 
Indiana with a B.A. in Biology and Environmental Sci-
ence. She focused on plant biology and her second home 
was Hanover's greenhouse where she spent the last 3 years 
caring for the wide variety of plants on campus. As a Ha-
nover Research Fellow, Rachel spent the summer of 2015 
researching and documenting the origins of several his-
torical Indiana sites using her skills in Dendrochronology 
and Dendroarchaeology. Her primary focus was establish-
ing the birthday of historical homes in Southern Indiana. 
The opportunity to intern at SCCF aligned perfectly with 

Rachel's passion for conservation and environmental edu-
cation. When she's not at the Bailey Homestead, you can 
find Rachel doing yoga on the beach, exploring the natu-
ral beauty and hidden treasures of the island, or in the 
kitchen cooking or baking a tasty treat!

Rachel Turner (left) and April Dembeck.
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The Native Landscapes & Garden Center  is now at the Bailey Homestead Preserve,
1300 Periwinkle Way   

Weekly tours “The Bailey Homestead:  Making the Land Work” are offered Wednesdays at 10 a.m.   
Join us for these special programs at the Homestead:

Basil for You, the Bees and your Native Landscape
a	Basil	tastinG	at	the	

native	landscaPe	&	Garden	center

The creative beginnings of this Basil Tasting began 
with failure.  Every sweet basil I tried to grow for pesto died 
again and again.  I thought my brown thumb was show-
ing…but actually in 2008 a new fungus began sweeping 
through the country killing Sweet Basil , Ocimum basili-
cum.  This was a fungus that no nasty fungicide could stop.  

 So began a search for some basil species diversity and 
hopefully some disease resistant basil for pesto. Species 
diversity really  is the spice of life!

Being a native plant geek, the search for new basils be-
gan on the Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants website.   Much 
to my surprise there was a Florida native basil called Wild 
Basil, Ocimum campechianum.  By reaching out to another 
native plant geek, rare plant propagator and author, Craig 
Huegal, I found 10 plants.  Since our meet up at the Florida 
Wildflower Symposium, there is a plentiful supply of native 
basil pesto in my freezer and potted basil on my porch .  This 
native basil does not get the fungus that kills Sweet basil .

The next fungus-resistant basil was 
found at the Florida Herbal Conference 
at Bok Tower.  Tulsi or Holy Basil is very 
aromatic and delicious in hot or cold 
tea as well as pesto.  The bees love to 
sip nectar from the flowers.  Green or-
chid bees collect essential oils and plant 
resins (propolis) from the leaves to build their egg chambers 
and make perfumes the males use in mating. 

The third disease-resistant basil came from ECHO in 
North Fort Myers.  African tree basil is a natural hybrid of 
two basils, Ocimum kilimandscharicum and purple sweet 
basil.  It is a perennial, not an annual like the others, and 
because it is a hybrid it does not make seed.  African Tree 
Basil is propagated only by cuttings.  Every plant is the 
clone of the one original hybrid.  The bees will knock you 
down to get to the nectar of this tasty and aromatic basil.  
It will take full summer sun and is great in the landscape.

Wednesday, November 16 at 11:30 a.m.  Basils will be for 
sale with propagation information available.  Basil specimens 
can be seen during a walk in the Wildflower and Herb gardens 
after the tasting.  Meet in the Pavilion.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

- Dee Century

GardeninG	for	Butterflies	
&	other	native	Pollinators.

Are you thinking about adding a butterfly and 
wildflower garden to your landscape?  Join Dee at 
the Native Landscapes & Garden Center to learn 
which native plants will bring those native pollina-
tors flying.  Both nectar and larval plants will be 
discussed and for sale. The SCCF laminated but-
terfly field guide and native bee nesting boxes will 
also be on hand.  Take a guided walk through the 
Wildflower and Pollinator Garden to get ideas for 
your home garden.  Design and installation services 
are available through the SCCF Native Landscapes 
and Garden Center.  November 2 at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Bailey Homestead Preserve. Please call 472-2329 
to reserve your space.  Meet under the Pavilion. Free to 
members and children, $5 for non-members. 

MakinG	sun	tea	froM	the	Garden

Join Dee at the Native Landscapes & Garden Cen-
ter for a Sun Tea Tasting and Garden Walk.  A few of 
the Florida native plants used for tea that are growing in 
the gardens include Goldenrod, Passionvine, and Yaupon 
Holly.  Growing in the Herb and Tea garden are lem-
ongrass, Tulsi Basil, and Hibiscus sabdarifa.  All of these 
plants can be purchased as packaged tea.  Add a sprig of 
native mint from the garden plus a squeeze of  lime and 
take a sip.  We will sweeten our iced tea with Mangrove 
and Seagrape honey from SCCF preserves.  Enjoy the tea 
and learn about the history of the human use of Florida’s 
Native plants during the garden walk.  Monday,  Novem-
ber 21 at 10 a.m. Meet  in the Pavillion at 10 am.  Free to 
members and children, $5 for non-members.
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November 2016 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House  
•  Education Center 

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

John Morse 
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Ron Gibson - President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements- Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2016
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce

Paul Roth
Richard Shipley Kristie Anders

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

Sign up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org
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SCCF Member Update

December 2016

News-Press “Save Our Water” Forum

Imagine the difference between drinking from a 
water fountain verses a fire hose at full capacity.  Now 
imagine that after you are knocked down and pushed 
backward by the force of the water from the fire hose, 
the pressure continues for 274 consecutive days and 
counting!  Imagine struggling but being unable to 
recover your balance for nine months.  Pretty soon 

you’d run out of energy trying to regain your balance, 
realizing that you couldn’t continue to fight the pres-
sure.  This is the Caloosahatchee estuary struggle.    

Excessive rainfall in January 2016 from a strong El 
Niño weather event deluged the entire Everglades eco-
system resulting in the Caloosahatchee receiving harm-
ful freshwater discharges for the past nine consecutive 

Excessive Caloosahatchee flows that began in October 
2015 are the 3rd longest in duration since 1972 and the 
3rd largest by volume totaling 499 billion gallons (and 
counting), which is more than 1.53 million acre feet.  
This equates to over two and one half times the optimum 
amount of water needed to keep the estuary healthy.   

The resulting water conditions raised awareness of the 
challenges our river faces and prompted the News Press 
to host a half-day forum on water issues on October 26.  
The forum engaged stakeholders from the estuary to the 
inland corporate agricultural interests.  To underscore the 
public interest in local water issues, the event was sold out 
with over 400 in attendance.  Two staff from SCCF were 
featured speakers:  Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource 

Policy Director and Dr. Rick Bartleson, Senior Marine 
Lab Scientist.  

The News Press hopes this is just the beginning of the 
conversation and has asked the public to submit ideas on 
how we can continue to engage the wider community and 
stakeholders in discussions of opportunities and challeng-
es facing our river, estuary and the greater Everglades.  

There is good news.  The incoming Florida Senate 
President, Joe Negron has already proposed moving for-
ward with planning for storage in the EAA.  The pro-
posal will need our engagement and support in the com-
ing months, so stay tuned to our Action Alerts and stay 
engaged by emailing sccf@sccf.org to sign up to receive 
our Action Alerts.  

See Water on Page 4

Photo courtesy Amber Crooks, Conservancy of Southwest FloridaSCCF’s Rae Ann Wessel addressing the forum.

Reprinted here is a guest opinion submitted by Rae Ann Wessel to the News Press before the forum:
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Shorebird Nesting Season Update

This fall, SCCF teamed up with researchers from the Avian Research and Conservation Institute (ARCI) and 
CROW (Clinic for Rehabilitation of Wildlife) to successfully capture and rehabilitate a juvenile white morph Reddish 
Egret that was entangled in monofilament at Blind Pass.

The bird was initially observed with monofilament around its right foot in early September. Biologist Audrey 
Albrecht, SCCF’s Shorebird Program Coordinator, reached out to the researchers from ARCI to help capture the 
bird. ARCI is equipped to capture these birds, as they have an ongoing study of Reddish Egrets affixed with satellite 
transmitters at J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge. On September 7 the bird was successfully captured. 
The line was removed, and the bird was released after receiving a metal band on its left foot. 

On September 26, Audrey again encountered the bird at Blind Pass, and noticed monofilament hanging down 
from its left wing. On October 2, a researcher from ARCI and Audrey were able to successfully capture the bird again.

Upon capture, they discovered there was much more than just monofilament hiding under the wing and the bird 
was taken to CROW (Clinic for Rehabilitation of Wildlife). Once at CROW, the hooks and line were successfully 
removed and the laceration sutured. After a week of rehabilitation the bird was ready for release. SCCF staff released 
the bird on Monday, October 10. 

SCCF is grateful to the assistance from ARCI and CROW in the 

Clear Your Gear
October 16 marked the official launch of a new “Clear Your Gear” 

educational campaign.  The effort was established in 2014 by seven 
Sanibel and Captiva conservation organizations, including SCCF, in 
response to the observation of ongoing environmental problems and 
an increase in wildlife injuries caused by monofilament line and other 
fishing gear.  To learn more about Clear Your Gear, where monofila-
ment recycling collection bins are located, how to unhook a bird, and 
more, please visit www.clearyourgear.org

successful capture, rehabilitation, and release of this reddish egret. This 
bird’s story serves as an important reminder of the danger that mono-
filament poses to all types of coastal wildlife. Although this bird’s story 
has a happy ending, many more are not as lucky. 
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‘Tis the Season!   
“Tis the Season for sharing news of all the good work done in the last year to 

advance our shared commitment to conservation! 
Please watch your mailbox for delivery of the SCCF Annual Report for Fiscal 

Year 2015-2016.  In it there are many great examples of significant accomplish-
ments across all our program areas.

Please show your support for that work by returning the envelope enclosed in 
your Annual Report with your most generous tax-deductible donation to the 2016-
2017 Annual Fund Drive. Showing your generosity is a great way to kick off and be 
part of our 50th Anniversary celebration in 2017!

For questions about the Annual Fund Drive and end-of-tax year giving, please 
contact Cheryl Giattini at 395-2768 or cgiattini@sccf.org.

“Wilderness, to me, is a spiritual necessity. When my son was killed by a 
drunk driver it was to the wilderness that I fled in hopes of regaining my 
serenity and equilibrium. The mysterious spiritual experience of being 
close to nature helped restore my soul. It was during that time, I discov-
ered the intimate beauty of the environment. My experience reinforced my 
sense of dedication to use my art form of photography as an inspiration 
for others to work together to save nature’s places of spiritual sanctuary for 
future generations.”      — Clyde Butcher

Annual Meeting and Brush of Excellence
Please join us on Tuesday, December 13 at 4:30 p.m. at the Nature Center for the Annual 

Members Meeting.  All of our supporters — members, donors and volunteers — are invited 
to hear a recap of the year and to vote on nominees for the Board of Trustees. 

Retiring from the Board this year are President Ron Gibson, Secretary Ran Niehoff and 
Trustee Deborah La Gorce.  The Board is currently at 14 Trustees but the by-laws allow for 
15, and the Nominating Committee has recommended that four seats be filled in 2017.  The 
four nominees are:  Shelley Marcelli Greggs, Robin Krivanek, Thomas A. Rathbone, and 
Linda Uhler. 

Photographer Clyde Butcher will be present as the recipient of the 2017 SCCF “Ding” 
Darling Brush of Excellence Environmental Art Program.  He will unveil his work and be 
recognized for his accomplishments in the art of environmental landscape photography.  

The Annual Meeting starts at 4:30 p.m. at the Nature Center and will be followed by the 
Brush of Excellence presentation and a complimentary cocktail party.  RSVPs are not necessary.

Clyde Butcher will be the presenter at our inaugural Evenings at the Home-
stead on Wednesday, December 14.  Please join us to hear him talk about 
his photography.  More info page 11; advance purchase required.

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) has proposed new state water quality standards, 
called Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria that 
could allow more pollution and harmful chemicals in Flor-
ida’s drinking and recreational waters.  The new standards 
were pushed forward by the DEP despite public opposition 
from local governments, environmental groups and the 

Seminole Tribe.  Before becoming law, the new standards 
must be reviewed and approved by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) under the Clean Water Act. 

In July, the DEP and the state’s Environmental Regu-
lation Commission (ERC) approved the standards draft-
ed by the DEP.  In August, the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

DEP Pushes Forward on New Water Quality Standards

See DEP on Page 8
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Water -- Continued from Page 1
months and it is still coming.  These blasts of freshwater 
reduce salinities endangering the commercial and recre-
ational fish, bait fish, shrimp, shellfish and blue crab that 
use the estuary as their nursery.  The dark, murky water 
carries massive loads of muck sediments that prevent 
sunlight from reaching seagrass limiting their growth 
and ability to absorb pollutants and produce oxygen for 
the estuarine food chain.  Oyster beds in the lower estu-
ary at Iona are dead due to prolonged low salinities so 
are no longer able to filter and clean water.   

The Caloosahatchee’s water problems are not lim-
ited to this unusual year.  In the past 25 years, the es-
tuary has  yo-yoed between harmful extremes of too 
much and not enough water more frequently, com-
pounding problems and limiting the ability of natural 
systems to recover.      To stop this  destructive cycle we 
need to restore the Everglades and estuary ecosystem’s 
natural healthy balance of diversity, productivity and 
resiliency.    

How do we do that?  With less than half of the 
original Everglades remaining,  managing  water and 
creating additional water storage throughout the great-
er Everglades north, south, west and east is essential.  
But not all storage is equal.    

Some are promoting an idea that water storage and 
disposal north of the lake can eliminate the need to 
build additional storage south of the lake. Deep well 
injection is suggested as a cheap way to dispose of  ex-
cess freshwater deep underground into the “boulder 
zone.”  Besides the cost of construction and operation, 

that freshwater is lost forever and not available to meet 
water needs during dry seasons and drought.   This is 
not only bad public policy, our states explosive growth 
has a documented increasing demand for freshwater 
for  municipal, agriculture and natural system needs.   

We support increasing storage north of the lake 
but capacity is limited. Everglades restoration cannot 
be achieved without additional storage, treatment and 
conveyance south.  Rain that falls in the lake, in the 
Lake’s watershed and south of the lake  will not be 
pumped uphill to be stored north of the lake.  Ad-
ditional storage south of the lake will reduce pressure 
on the dike, protecting communities south of the lake, 
will protect the lake ecosystem and reduce estuary dis-
charges while also providing additional water supply 
for agriculture in the EAA and the Everglades.  

As ongoing Everglades restoration projects con-
tinue to reduce obstacles and open up the bottom of 
the system to provide additional water flow with the 
bridging of Tamiami Trail, removing levees, increasing 
sheet flow and building the Central Everglades Project, 
the time is now to begin planning the EAA storage 
reservoir project south of the lake identified in the Ev-
erglades restoration master plan, CERP.  

The solutions are complex and the time frames are 
long but we cannot afford to postpone projects to do 
them sequentially. We need to move forward on mul-
tiple fronts together.   Let’s find the common ground 
and build a better future starting now.

Upcoming Meetings About Water
December 2, 2016 —  50th Anniversary of Florida’s First Aquatic Preserve, Estero Bay!  
Estero Bay became Florida’s first Aquatic Preserve in 1966. It was the model for the statewide Aquatic 
Preserve Program that ensures the intrinsic value of over 2 million acres throughout Florida today. This year 
marks the 50th anniversary of this landmark occasion.  6 p.m. Dinner & Silent Auction, Hyatt Regency 
Coconut Point Resort, Estero, Florida.  Tickets are available online:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dinner-and-
silent-auction-estero-bay-aquatic-preserve-50th-anniversary-tickets-25727397338?ref=ebtnebtckt

January 5 - 8, 2017 — SCCF is hosting the 32nd Annual Conference of the Everglades Coalition, 
at Sanibel Harbour Resort just off-island.  Sanibel Mayor Kevin Ruane will be receiving an award at the 
Saturday night dinner.  See Page 7 for more info.

January 13, 2017 — The Captiva Community Panel will host a Symposium on Sea Level Rise, 
at South Seas Island Resort. The featured speaker is Harold Wanless, Ph.D., University of Miami.
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Flows measured at S-77 (Lake Okeechobee flow only) and S-79 (includes Lake and watershed 
flows).  Graphs of Lake Releases and S-79 Combined Discharges courtesy of Gary Goforth, PE; 
overlay combination of both Goforth graphs by SCCF.

Solid lines = Flow from Lake + Watershed
Dashed lines = Flow from Lake only

Freshwater Flows
Freshwater flows enter the Caloosahatchee from both Lake Okeechobee and our river’s own watershed. Our river’s 

watershed, at over 865,000 acres, is almost the size of two Lake Okeechobees.  In wet years, depending on conditions 
and where rain falls, sometimes more harmful discharges come from our watershed than from the lake.  In dry times, 
when there is limited or no runoff from the watershed, we are dependant upon the lake to provide enough freshwater 
to maintain the salinity balance in the estuary  

Comparison of Flows to the Caloosahatchee
Lake flows vs. Lake + Watershed flows

1 acre foot =
1 foot of water  

covering a football 
field (not including 

the end zones) 

In 2006, after record high Ca-
loosahatchee flows had receded, red 
tide washed into San Carlos Bay 
in May and bloomed for a year in 
Pine Island Sound. Dense red tide 
blooms need high rates of nutrient 
supply and the system was saturated 
with nutrients from the high sedi-
ment loads and decomposing drift 
algae. This summer, a large patch 
of red tide was detected by satellite 
imagery off the Southwest Florida 
Coast. It started washing in to Pine 
Island Sound in October and cell 
concentrations have recently been 
increasing on the bay side of eastern 
Sanibel as Caloosahatchee flows have receded. Red tide volunteer samplers including Dr. Wendy Kindig and Dr. 
John Raffensperger will be helping us monitor Karenia concentrations while the bloom is here. Also helping us 
monitor red tide this year, Mote Marine Lab has installed an optical phytoplankton discriminator on our Gulf RE-
CON site: http://coolcloud.mote.org/socool_hab/fixed  We’re hoping that after another record high flow year, we don’t 
have a repeat of the 2006 bloom.    - Rick Bartleson, Ph.D., Marine Lab Research Scientist

Left:
Comparison of flows in three 
high water years:     
•	 1997-98 (blue)
•	 2012-13 (red)
•	 2015-16 (black, data 

through Nov. 1, 2016)

Red Tide

The green area is the Caloosahatchee watershed.  Flows from Lake Okeechobee are 
measured at the Lake Okeechobee structure (S-77) at Moore Haven.  Flows mea-
sured at S-79 (Franklin Lock) include the Lake water plus water flowing into the 
Caloosahatchee from the river’s watershed, which is over 865,000 acres.

Lake flow 
measured at 

S-77

Lake flow + Watershed  
measured at S-79

Caloosahatchee
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Exploring the Native Landscapes & Garden Center
By David Staver, Santiva Chronicle 
(reprinted with permission)

The first look a lot of returning 
Islanders will get at the  Bailey Home-
stead Preserve will be at the popular 
Wines in the Wild on Nov. 5. It will 
be decked out and will leave everyone 
saying it's a great place for a party.

The Bailey Homestead Preserve 
is a great place for a party with its 
spacious new pavilion, but on a day-
to-day basis it's far more than that. 
Carved from an overgrown area 
around the old Bailey home right 
in the heart of Sanibel, the Bailey 
Homestead Preserve is a place for 
plants, animals and people that gets 
better each day.

“I couldn't believe the way it 
looked when I got back,” said Ed 
Wallace, a Bostonian who is a long-
time SCCF volunteer who just re-
turned to the island.

He was at work in the SCCF Na-
tive Landscapes and Garden Center, 
which has transplanted from its pre-
vious home adjacent to SCCF head-
quarters on Sanibel-Captiva Road.

“We are getting ready for Wines 

in the Wild. But even without that, 
the place looks great. The progress 
over the summer has been incred-
ible,” Wallace said.

“Ed is one of the great volun-
teers,” said SCCF’s Sue Ramos, also 
at work on the grounds.

“We are a work in progress here, 
there’s no doubt about that,” she said. 
She’s a retail assistant for SCCF, but 
she’s plenty thrilled to find herself at 

the Native Landscapes and Garden 
Center. “We continue to make prog-
ress because of people like Ed.”

The Bailey Homestead Preserve 
is at 1300 Periwinkle Way. When ac-
quired by SCCF it was in weeds. It is 
28 acres and nine of those acres have 
been transformed to include the pa-
vilion and a big lawn behind the Bai-
ley home that yields a splendid view 
of the wetlands that lie beyond.

“The whole place was overrun 
by java plum and other invasives. It’s 
amazing to see it now,” Ramos said.

Parking is plentiful and both 

SCCF volunteer Ed Wallace at work on the Bailey Homestead Preserve grounds. 

Left:  Native Landscapes & Garden Center Assisstant Sue Ramos; Right:  One of the bee houses for sale at the Garden Center.
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Programs and Tours at the Homestead
Guided tours of the Bailey Homestead Preserve 

will be available the first three Wednesdays in Decem-
ber.  They are free to SCCF members and $5 other-
wise. Meet at the kiosk just inside the property gate.  
1300 Periwinkle Way.  Native Landscape & Garden 
Center phone:  472-1932.  

Other programs are also offered at the Homestead on 
growing native basils, making sun tea from the graden, 
and nurturing butterflies and other native pollinators by 
growing native plants (see Page 8 for more info)

SCCF encourages gardeners to:   
• Plant and preserve native plants to support wildlife
• Remove invasive plants which could spread to wild 

lands.
• Protect bodies of water from polluted runoff and 

avoid the use of fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides.
• Conserve drinking water supplies by avoiding the use 

of irrigation systems.
• Protect and encourage wildlife in their own backyards.

tastefully and strategically situated to provide easy access 
to the Shipley and Pond Apple nature trails and to the 
Garden Center.

The Garden Center is Sanibel’s plant zoo – a gardener’s 
delight. SCCF and the City of Sanibel strongly encourage 
the planting of native species. During the nursery’s operating 

hours of 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday there’s going to 
be someone like Ramos who delights in showing the native 
plants, not to mention the bee houses.

Garden Center -- Continued from left

Environmental Educator Richard Finkel had a great ecology program and cruise with 7th graders from The Sanibel School.  
Students even got an up close encounter with a curious manatee - something they said "they will never forget"  In December, 
No Child Left On Shore, a partnership between SCCF and Captiva Cruises, will host middle school students from Cape Coral.

Bringing Children to Nature

SCCF Hosting Everglades Coalition Conference
SCCF will kick off of our 50 years of conservation as  the 

2017 host of the 32nd annual Everglades Coalition Con-
ference at the Sanibel Harbour Resort at Punta Rassa from 
January 5 - 8, 2017, themed, Three Estuaries, One Solution.

Join us at this, the largest event for discussion and 
progress reports on restoring America’s Everglades. This 
year’s conference will address the ecological issues facing 
Florida’s estuary communities (Caloosahatchee, St. Lucie 
and Florida Bay) while advancing projects that will re-
store the environment, economy, and public health of the 
Greater Everglades. 

On Saturday night, Sanibel Mayor Kevin Ruane will be 
receiving the Coalition’s James D. Webb Award for someone 
in public service who has made an outstanding contribution 
to the Everglades.  Tickets for the dinner only are available at 
www.evergladescoalition.org.

Student scholarships are available!  Students 18+ can 

apply for a sponsorship to cover full registration and all 
meals at the conference. Scholarship recipients are re-
sponsible for associated travel costs. To apply, send an es-
say outlining your interest in the Everglades (500-1000 
words) and an academic reference by Dec. 5 to info@ev-
ergladescoalition.org.

Register for the event at www.evergladescoalition.org.  
Check out the conference brochure for the full list of ple-
nary sessions, breakouts, receptions, and field trips we 
have planned for this year’s program.  A special rate of 
$199/night is available for limited rooms on a first-come-
first-serve basis. Participants are encouraged to register 
early and purchase meal tickets ahead of time. 

The Everglades Coalition is an alliance of 61 local, state and na-
tional conservation and environmental organizations dedicated to full 
restoration of the greater Everglades ecosystem, from the Kissimmee Chain 
of Lakes into Lake Okeechobee and to the estuaries, through the River of 
Grass, out to Florida Bay and the Keys.
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It’s December, and while it may not be snowing here, there are 
subtle cues that winter in Florida has arrived.  One of my favorite 
sights are the bright red fruits of our coffee species.  Our most com-
mon, Wild Coffee, is typically found underneath of the shade of a 
canopy tree and is readily identifiable by its dark green appearance and 
indented veins, making the leaf resemble an overstuffed cushion.  

Satin leaf coffee (more commonly found inland) and Bahama 
coffee (from the Miami and Florida Keys regions) also look similar 
in appearance, though each has its own subtle variations in growth.  
Only close cousins with the coffee that we drink, our native coffee 
plants are not recommended for consumption unless you happen 
to be a fruit-eating bird.  Earlier in the year, pollinators gorge on its 
productive nectar, making these plants wonderful additions to any yard as a wildlife attraction, for their good looks, 
and also to remind you that winter does come to Florida!

Notes from the Homestead
Satin Leaf Coffee

The Bailey Homestead Preserve glowed on 
November 5 for Wines in the Wild, SCCF’s 

first public event at the homestead.  
More in the January Member Update...

City of Miami, Martin County and Florida Pulp and Paper Association Environmental Affairs, Inc., filed formal chal-
lenges that were dismissed by the court as not filed by the legal deadline.  

The Seminole Tribe appealed the dismissal and filed for a stay to halt the process based on the concern that the new 
standards would allow higher levels of environmental contamination by harmful chemicals in traditional food sources 
that are part of their culture and, once contaminated, there would be no easy way to eliminate the contamination, 
causing irreparable harm.  But in October, Judge Bram D.E Canter issued an order in support of the DEP and ERC, 
who argued that the tribe was unlikely to be successful in the appeal.

The DEP argues the new rulemaking would allow it to regulate more chemicals while updating standards for oth-
ers. You can read more about the changes at DEPs website:  http://dep.state.fl.us/water/wqssp/health.htm

We urge the EPA to hold federal public hearings to hear and consider public comments and require the DEP to 
use EPA-recommended methodologies and guidelines for establishing protective criteria.

- Rae Ann Wessel

DEP -- Continued from Page 3
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annual MeMberS MeeTing

All of our supporters — members, donors and volunteers 
— are invited to our Annual Members Meeting for a re-
cap of the year and to vote on nominees for the Board of 
Trustees.  Clyde Butcher, the 2017 Prize Recipient of the 
SCCF “Ding” Darling Brush of Excellence Environmen-
tal Art Program, will be present to unveil his work and be 
recognized for his accomplishments in the art of environ-
mental landscape photography.  Tuesday, December 13 at 
4:30 p.m. at the Nature Center; meeting will be followed by 
Brush of Excellence and a complimentary cocktail party.

bailey hoMeSTead:  Making The land Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic 
property, the history of the land itself and some stories 
about the Bailey family, which farmed the land for three 
generations.  Wednesdays, December 7, 14 and 21 at 10 
a.m.  No reservations.  1300 Periwinkle Way, meet at the 
Conservation Gateway Kiosk at the head of the Shipley Trail, 
near the entrance.  Call Kristie or Dee at 472-2329 for more 
information.  Free to members and children.  $5 for non-
members.  

a baSil TaSTing aT The garden CenTer

After failing to grow sweet basil, Dee discovered a Florida 
native basil and began growing it.  Next she found Tulsi 
or Holy Basil, great in tea as well as pesto.  At ECHO in 
North Fort Myers, she found African tree basic.  Bees love 
them!  Learn more about these disease-resistant basils and 
try them out.  Basils are for sale and propagation info is 
available.  Wednesday, December 7 at 11:30 a.m.  Meet in 
the Pavilion at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.  Free to mem-
bers and children, $5 for non-members.

bobCaT TaleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American  range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Thursday, December 22 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

buTTerFlieS, naTive pollinaTorS & gardening.
Join Dee at the Native Landscapes & Garden Center to 
learn which native plants will attract native pollinators.  
Both nectar and larval plants will be discussed and for 
sale. The SCCF laminated butterfly field guide and na-
tive bee nesting boxes will also be on hand.  Take a guided 
walk through the Wildflower and Pollinator Garden to 
get ideas for your home garden.  Design and installation 
services are available through the SCCF Native Land-

scapes and Garden Center.  Monday, Decemeber 19 at 11 
a.m. at the Bailey Homestead Preserve. Please call 472-2329 to 
reserve your space.  Meet under the Pavilion. Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members. 

CalooSahaTChee oxboW & riverlore CruiSe

Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 
Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reser-
vations and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is 
limited, call 472-2329.  Cruise dates on Sundays in 2017 
are:  January 29, February 12, February 19, March 12, 
April 9, and May 14 (Mother’s Day).

CapTiva CruiSeS

SCCF has a partnership with Captiva Cruises that offers a 
variety of waterborne experiences: The Dolphin & Wild-
life Adventure Cruise narrated by SCCF Docents (4:00-
5:30 daily), Cayo Costa State Park Beach & Shelling 
Cruise, Lunch Cruises to Cabbage Key, Useppa Island, 
Tarpon Lodge on Pine Island with the Calusa Indian 
Mound Trail, Boca Grande on Gasparilla Island and Sun-
set Cruises.  Call Captiva Cruises for reservations and ad-
ditional information. 472-5300.  www.captivacruises.com.

The CiTy ThaT alMoST WaSn’T and The Sanibel plan  
The City of Sanibel was the first in the country to adopt a 
comprehensive land use plan based on the island’s natural 
systems.  This program is the story of the City’s creation 
and the shaping of its future through the Sanibel Report. 
This work led in turn to the Sanibel Vision Statement 
and the Sanibel Plan.  It was no accident that this work 
yielded the preservation of the phenomenal and bountiful 
natural resources we all enjoy today. Thursday, December 
15 at 10 a.m.  Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free. 

CoyoTe and bear TaleS

Coyotes and a Florida black bear have been documented 
on the island; the black bear was relocated to northern 
Florida.  Come and learn about the behaviors of these two 
new species.  Coyotes have now moved into every county 
in Florida.  Both human and bear populations are grow-
ing in Florida.  Eighty percent of a bear’s diet comes from 
insects and fruits.  Thursday, December 8 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 
members and children attending for free.

gaTor & CroCodile TaleS

The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely 
intertwined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we 
must do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  
Wednesday, December 14 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Cost 

SCCF December 2016  Program Schedule
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You can keep up with all of SCCF's stories and news by signing up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org

SCCF December 2016  Program Schedule
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free.

huMan uSeS oF Florida naTive planTS

Did you know that Henry Ford stuffed the seats of his cars 
with the air plant, Spanish moss, or that Thomas Edison 
used the giant native Seaside Goldenrod for electrical con-
ductivity experiments? Calusa fishermen of the past used 
the poisonous saponins in certain native plants to harvest 
their fish. Friday, December 16 at 11 a.m. at the Native 
Landscapes and Garden Center at the Bailey Homestead pre-
serve. Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

hurriCaneS!
Hurricane Charley roared in from the south, skirted the 
coast and made landfall over North Captiva Island, rushed 
through Captiva Pass, swept the northern end of Pine Island 
on Friday, 8/13/2004.  Following the warm water of Char-
lotte Harbor, it made landfall again over Punta Gorda.  Wild-
life, vegetation and human existence on these islands have 
always been shaped by tropical storms.  Each season, hun-
dreds of supercomputers spew out spaghetti models, which 
have saved countless lives, but according to local emergency 
managers, the projected cone can be wrong about 40% of 
the time.   Thursday, December 1 at 1 p.m.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

Making Sun Tea FroM The garden

Join Dee at the Native Landscapes & Garden Center for 
a Sun Tea Tasting and Garden Walk.  A few of the Flori-
da native plants used for tea that are growing in the gar-
dens include Goldenrod, Passionvine, and Yaupon Holly.  
Growing in the Herb and Tea garden are lemongrass, 
Tulsi Basil, and Hibiscus sabdarifa.  All of these plants 
can be purchased as packaged tea.  Add a sprig of native 

mint from the garden plus a squeeze of  lime and take 
a sip.  We will sweeten our iced tea with Mangrove and 
Seagrape honey from SCCF preserves.  Enjoy the tea and 
learn about the history of the human use of Florida’s Na-
tive plants during the garden walk.  Wednesday, December 
21 at 11:30 a.m. Meet in the Pavilion.  Free to members and 
children, $5 for non-members.

Tank Talk

The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  Meet Indie the Indigo Snake, Lucky the softshell 
turtle and Sam the Florida snapping turtle. There are also 
beautiful diamondback terrapins (2 babies and 4 adults) 
and a mangrove saltmarsh snake swimming in tanks plus 
mud turtles, peninsula cooter and a slider.  Take a tour 
with a biologist to learn about the SCCF research projects 
associated with these local critters.   Tuesday, December 6 
and 20 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 
per adult, with members and children free.

TideS, CurrenTS & Florida ShelF

Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Thursday, December 8 at 
10 a.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost 
is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

TurTle TraCkS

Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 
habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, December 1 and 15 at 
10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

Save the Date25th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament   
January 28 and 29, 2017at The Dunes Golf & Tennis Club

For information, please call:Dee Century (472-2329)

eveningS aT The hoMeSTead:  Clyde buTCher

Join renowned photographer Clyde Butcher for an Eve-
ning at the Homestead on December 14 as he shares 
his love and unsurpassed mastery of large format, 
black-and-white photography.  The evening will open 
with a half hour of refreshments, and his books will be 
available for sale before and after the presentation; Mr. 
Butcher will be available to sign his books.  Wednesday, 
December 14 at the Bailey Homestead Preserve, 1300 
Periwinkle Way.  Advance purchase required.  Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m.  Cost of the program is $10 per adult.  
Please purchase tickets online:  www.sccf.org.  There is 
a “Buy Tickets on Eventbrite” button or follow https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/evenings-at-the-homestead-
clyde-butcher-tickets-29085228702
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Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House  
•  Education Center 

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

John Morse 
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer
Tom Price

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Ron Gibson - President
Gwenda Hiett-Clements- Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Ran Niehoff - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage
Rae Ann Wessel

Board of Trustees  2016
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Sandy Gross
Deborah La Gorce

Paul Roth
Richard Shipley Kristie Anders

Cheryl Giattini
Alex Horn

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal habitats and aquatic resources 

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

Sign up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org
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