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SCCF Member Update

March 2017

11 Acres on North Cap Given to SCCF
By Kristie Anders, Education Director

See North Cap on Page 3

SCCF Executive Director Erick Lindblad was approached at the end of 2016 to 
accept the transfer of ownership of 11 acres of beach on Upper Captiva.   The land is 
near what is called the Narrows and was part of the area breached during Hurricane 
Charley. The adjacent bayside shoal is a favorite site for the white pelicans  in the win-
ter months.  Although part of this of shoreline washed out in Hurricane Char-
ley, the dynamic sands now includes dunes and coastal scrub habitat again. 
It is a continuation of four decades of coastal island preservation efforts that 
include state park land and Calusa Land Trust lands both north and south on 
this 3-1/2 mile long, unbridged island.  

In 1974, efforts were initiated by SCCF to purchase as 
much land as possible on Upper Captiva, Cayo Costa and 
Punta Blanco. The petition to the State’s Environmentally 
Endangered Land program stated that “Cayo Costa and 

Upper Captiva had some of the finest shorebird habitat 
along the west coast of Florida.  During migration as many 
as 75,000 birds may use those beaches and shoals.”

The number of birds has declined but the unique bar-
rier island habitats are preserved in perpetuity.  This effort 
helped staved off the county’s thoughts of improving Sani-
bel and Captiva’s roads, building bridges to Upper Captiva, 
Cayo Costa and Boca Grande with high hopes of creating a 
bustling coastal economy much like Palm Beach.

The initial application urged the State of Florida to 
acquire 2,745 acres on the two islands to merge with an 
already existing county park.  Those lands are outlined on 
the accompanying map (left).  Additional purchases were 
later added, resulting in about 80% of Cayo Costa and 

Right above:  North Captiva from the Lee County Property 
Appraiser website (leepa.org); inset:  the 11-acre parcel do-
nated to SCCF.  Left:  The numbered grey parcels on North 
Captiva are part of Cayo Costa State Park.



Page 2

Marine Lab RECON Website Launched:  recon.sccf.org
By Jeff Siwicke, Research Assistant

The Marine Lab’s RECON website has been com-
pletely redesigned. With the inception of the RECON 
network in 2007, it soon became clear that we needed 
a way to share and visualize the information being col-
lected:  56 data points every hour of every day. Finding 
the right balance to get all of this data out to the public 
while making it accessible to researchers, scientists, and 
the general public was a challenge. 

The original RECON website tried to communicate 
the science clearly while being relevant to researchers, 
who are used to dealing with advanced graphing and large 
pools of data. The speed of technological advancements 
in web design necessitated an update after eight years, 
so the Marine Lab reached out to the West Coast Inland 
Navigation District for grant funding for a makeover.

SCCF supporter, Jason Welch, and his company 
Brightstreet Group, were the go to for this revamp. The 
process of updating the website to provide the advanced 
research capabilities as well as the user-friendly needs of 
the layman proved to be challenging, but doable. Jason 
worked with the Marine Lab staff for many months and 
we couldn’t be happier with the results.

The new site begins with a tour highlighting the abili-
ties of the site so that users can take full advantage of this 
resource. The water quality and weather measurements 
are laid out so that users can easily get the current data 
as well as look at past measurements, plus compare mul-
tiple parameters or multiple sites against each other. The 
new website also retains the RECON system overview, 
the definitions, and custom graphing pages.

New on recon.sccf.org:   
•	 Species and Habitats section highlights water 

quality measurements in real time as they apply 
to specific species and habitats. For example, you 
can look at the current salinity levels with appro-
priate ranges for scallops, oysters, or tape grass. 
By noting the preferred salinity against the real-
life conditions, people are able to monitor the 
conditions of the estuary in real time. We have 
also been able to highlight specific “events” that 
are of note in our area, such as tropical storms or 
cold events and relate them to actual data taken 
at the time.

•	 Boater Forecast places NOAA marine fore-
casts alongside the county’s only “on the water” 
weather and wave data to make wise decisions 
before getting on the water. 

•	 Sportfishing offers a general overview of “fish-
ing factors” related to the data we are collect-
ing, including specifics relating to several of our 
most popular local sport fish. Preferred ranges 
for temperature and salinity are graphed against 
current conditions to help anglers decide where 
to fish and for what.

   
Please visit recon.sccf.org to take advantage of all 

that it has to offer for keeping up with local water 
quality conditions.
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Our Success Depends on YOU!
Gretchen Valade, a very generous and longstanding supporter of SCCF’s conservation work, has 

issued a Challenge Grant to fund our annual operations.  Any tax-deductible gifts you make to 
the Annual Fund Drive (AFD) now through June 30 will be matched Dollar for Dollar up to 
$150,000.  Please help us meet our goal of $775,000!

Your gift will also qualify you as an SCCF Member in good standing for another year.  Please use 
the enclosed reply envelope or donate online at www.sccf.org today!

Please use the reply envelope mailed with the brochure, or donate online at www.sccf.org.
For additional information, please call Cheryl Giattini at 239-395-2768, or Erick Lindblad at 239-

472-2329; please contact Cheryl with questions and instructions for gifts of stock and wire transfers. 
Thank you!  Thank you! 2016-17 

ANNUAL 
FUND DRIVE

$775K

Friday, March 31, 2017
  at the Bailey Homestead Pavilion

SCCF Farm to Table DinnerSCCF Farm to Table Dinner
Benefiting the Native Landscapes & Garden Center

at the Homesteadat the Homestead

60% of Upper Captiva being purchased with matching funds from the federal government.
SCCF ferried many state representatives, leaders of other conservation organizations and key state 

staff to the islands to see for themselves the incredible opportunity to save what then-Representative Frank  
Mann said were “the last major barrier islands that remained unspoiled and under-developed.”  

SCCF also sponsored students from a branch of the University of South Florida at Sarasota’s New College to assess 
the islands’ habitats and wildlife, create baseline reports, and make recommendations for public use.  The islands represent 
“veritable biological relics... possessing clues to what other barrier islands might have been like before they were urbanized.”  

SCCF is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. Today as in its past there exists steadfast dedication to local preser-
vation of coastal habitats and aquatic resources on Sanibel, Captiva and surrounding watershed. This latest gift of land, 
almost 2,000 feet of coast line, is one more opportunity to save what is left of the barrier island chain.  It is no doubt 
appreciated by the many birds and other species of wildlife that live in the rare dry coastal scrub, dune and shore.

This thoughtful gift of land was made by C. Douglas Miller in memory of Charlotte and Delbert Miller.

North Cap -- Continued from Page 1

Dine with us to celebrate the agricultural history of the 
Bailey Homestead Preserve! SCCF is hosting its first ever 
Farm to Table Dinner at the Homestead Pavilion on Friday, 
March 31 at 6:30 p.m.  The four-course meal will showcase 
products from local producers, highlighting what’s in sea-
son.  Diners will also enjoy a signature cocktail, created by 
the Native Landscapes staff, as well as wine and beer.  

Guest chef for the evening will be Frances Kroner of 
Cincinnati.  Chef Kroner’s credentials include working for 
James Beard award winner and Iron Chef Michael Symon 
and opening one of Cincinnati’s first “pop-up” dining expe-

riences.  She is currently the Executive Chef for the Sleepy 
Bee Cafes where she is known for her menus that tout local 
meat, dairy and produce with a creative edge.  Chef Kroner 
will bring her culinary talents to the islands, designing a 
dinner featuring the best of Southwest Florida.

The Dinner will be a fundraiser for the Native Land-
scapes & Garden Center.  The event will be limited to 
100 guests. The cost is $175 and tickets can be purchased 
by calling 472-2329 or www.sccf.org, look for Farm to 
Table link to Eventbrite. 

TODAY
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SCCF was proud to host the 32nd annual Everglades 
Coalition Conference on the shores of the Caloosahatchee 
at the Sanibel Harbor Marriott, January 5 - 8,  2017 as 
the inaugural event kicking off our 50th anniversary cel-
ebration.  The theme of this year’s conference, Three Es-
tuaries, One Solution, focused on the fact that Everglades 
restoration depends on getting the water right for three 
estuaries:  the Caloosahatchee, St. Lucie and Florida Bay 
and Everglades Restoration is the solution. 

Underscoring that point, this year’s conference was 
the second highest attended Coalition conference, second 
only to the 2008 conference SCCF hosted on Captiva.  
SCCF staff, Trustees and members, Sanibel City Council 
and staff were well represented. 

Legislative friends U.S. Senator Nelson, Former Senator 
Bob Graham, Florida Senator Jack Latvala and Representa-
tive Heather Fitzenhagen attended and echoed the central 
message: Everglades Restoration is the one solution and we 

are well positioned to make major advances this year.  
Conference panels worked to highlight the opportu-

nities with the federal authorization of the Central Ev-
erglades Project in the 2016 WRDA (Water Resources 
Development Act) bill that was passed and signed by 
President Obama in December. A compelling opportu-
nity at the state level with the leadership of Senate Presi-
dent Joe Negron of Stuart prioritizes land acquisition in 
the EAA (Everglades Agricultural Area) through bonding 
of Amendment 1 funds approved by the voters in 2014.  
This pair of bills provides significant potential momen-
tum to move restoration forward in meaningful ways.

Coalition programs worked to help explain the role of 

It was standing room only for 
the Everglades & Caloosa-
hatchee Update Q&A on Jan-
uary 30.  Right:  Panelists (r-l) James Evans, City of Sanibel 
Natural Resources Director; Tom Van Lent, Ph.D., Hydrolo-
gist and Everglades Foundation Vice President for Programs, 
and SCCF’s Rae Ann Wessel.  Top photo by Tom Van Lent.

A record, standing room only crowd joined SCCF and 
the Everglades Foundation on January 30th at the Sanibel 
Community House for a timely, interactive  program to 
sort out the Myths from the Facts of Everglades restoration.  

Panelists James Evans, City of Sanibel Natural Resources 
Director; Tom Van Lent, Ph.D., Hydrologist and Everglades 
Foundation Vice President for Programs, and SCCF’s Rae 
Ann Wessel answered questions from the audience.

The largest restoration project in the world affects a 
wide and diverse geopolitical landscape with stakehold-
ers whose interests are often in opposition.  These issues 
will be central to our policy activity this legislative session.  
Get engaged, take a look at our Myths vs Fact and pledge 
to lend your voice to the conversation and advocacy for 
clean, healthy resilient water.

Everglades & Caloosahatchee Update:  January 30 at SCA

Everglades Coalition Conference

Rae Ann Wessel and SCCF Marine Lab Director Eric Milbrandt, Ph.D., were 
part of an Everglades Coalition panel.  SCCF nominated Sanibel Mayor Kevin 
Ruane for the James D. Webb award for his outstanding efforts in advancing Ev-
erglades restoration, and the award was presented at the Saturday dinner.  Right:  
Rae Ann Wessel, Mayor Ruane and Everglades Coalition Co-chair Cara Capp.
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Florida’s 2017 Legislative Session

storage in advancing Everglades restoration.  Everglades 
restoration will require significantly more storage than 
currently being planned.  Each  storage project provides 
different benefits.  Water modeling demonstrates that the 
EAA reservoir provides the unique opportunity to reduce 
high lake levels and estuary discharges by 50% while also 
providing needed water supply for the Everglades and 
Florida Bay. While storage north of the lake will provide 
a benefit during dry seasons as a water supply for Lake 
Okeechobee, in wet seasons it can only reduce damaging 
estuary discharges by 6% and provides no water for the 
Everglades or Florida Bay. 

Colonel Jason A. Kirk of the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, Jacksonville District, reiterated their willingness 
to accelerate the  EAA reservoir project at the conference 
but a state partner is needed and the SFWMD (South 

Florida Water Management District) has indicated they 
want to delay the  project.

Awards  Dinner 
A highlight for our local community was the Awards 

dinner SCCF hosted Saturday night.  SCCF nominat-
ed Sanibel Mayor Kevin Ruane for the James D. Webb 
award for his outstanding efforts in advancing Everglades 
restoration.  The Hall of Fame award was given to David 
Guest of Earthjustice, who has a lifetime of service; one 
local achievement was requiring that Lykes Brothers re-
move fences across Fisheating Creek in Glades County  to 
restore public access.  

Next year’s conference will be held at the Marriott 
Hutchinson Island in Stuart, January 11- 13,  2018.

Following the conference, policy staff jumped into 
legislative committee weeks in advance of the March 
7th start of Florida’s 60-day legislative session.  There is 
early good news with two Senate bills introduced in the 
first week.  We encourage you to sign up for action alerts  
http://blog.sccf.org/take-action/ to stay engaged on the is-
sues this legislative session.

Senate President Joe Negron (R-Stuart), who set a 
priority for this legislative session to buy land south of 
the lake to relieve harmful estuary discharges and  pro-
vide needed water for the Everglades and Okeechobee, 
had this to say to detractors: 

“We have a lake in the middle of Florida — one of 
the largest lakes in the country — and it rises when you 
have a lot of rain. So when that happens, and it gets too 
high, we say the only solution we can come up with 
in the United States of America … is we’re going to 
open up floodgates and we’re going to drain the water 
through man-made canals and we are going to poison 
estuaries, rivers and now the ocean,” Negron said. 

“This is it? This is the plan?” he added. “It’s not 
acceptable. No one’s defending it anymore.”

Advancing Storage South of Lake Okeechobee  SB10
Senator Rob Bradley (R-Fleming Island) filed a bill to 

protect the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries from 
polluted discharges.

Storage south of the lake, in the EAA is crucial to 
reduce damaging flows during wet periods. Senate Bill 

10 (SB 10), Water Resources, authorizes bonding a por-
tion of proceeds from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund 
(set aside by Amendment 1 in 2014) to purchase land to 
construct a reservoir south of Lake Okeechobee. 

The bill authorizes the issuance of bonds to raise over 
a billion dollars to acquire 60,000 acres of land and build 
a reservoir south of the lake. The estimated cost of the 
reservoir is roughly $2.4 billion, with half funded by the 
State and half by the Federal government. 

The bill directs the SFWMD to begin the formal pro-
cess of purchasing land from willing sellers. If the SFWMD 
is unable to identify sellers of land appropriate for a reservoir 
through an open solicitation by the end of 2017, the legisla-
tion authorizes the Board of Trustees to exercise the option 
with U.S. Sugar entered into in 2010 to buy 153,000 acres 
of land in the Everglades Agricultural Area, for the purpose 
of securing the 60,000 acres necessary for the reservoir and 
to begin planning construction of the reservoir.  

Moving water south out of Lake Okeechobee is nec-
essary to reduce unwanted, harmful estuary discharges  
and restore the Everglades and Florida Bay.  This bill will 
need everyone to engage to move this legislation forward.   

Fracking Ban  SB 442
After three years of fighting oil and gas legislation in 

Florida, Senator Dana Young (R-Hillsborough) this week 
filed SB 442 with bipartisan support to truly ban frack-
ing in Florida!

By Rae Ann Wessel, Natural Resource Policy Director

See Legislative Session on Page 6
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This bill, with bipartisan co sponsors and support will 
finally address and ban all forms of “Fracking” including 
the low pressure, “acidizing” stimulation treatments that 
were not included in previous years’ bills.

We will need to stay vigilant to help shepherd this re-
source protection effort into law this year.  Stay connected 
with us the next several months to help support this good 
legislation.   

Get Engaged this Legislative Session
We will need all hands on deck and all of our commu-

nity voices engaged in order to be successful this legisla-

tive session.  First things first.  
1. Become informed about the issues, read widely, 

absorb the arguments for and against.   
2. Take Action.  Sign up for our Action Alerts at 

http://blog.sccf.org/take-action/   We will send alerts 
when targeted communication will be most ef-
fective.  Our alert will craft a message that you 
can personalize or change and will already be ad-
dressed to the targets we need to communicate 
with.  We cannot emphasize enough how impor-
tant it is for elected and appointed officials to hear 
from ALL of us with a unified message.  

Myth: Store and treat water north of 
the lake So we don’t need to buy 
more land South in the eaa

Fact:  Addressing Harmful Flows:  Additional stor-
age is needed both north and south of Lake Okeechobee.  
Everglades restoration cannot be accomplished without 
storage south in the EAA.  Storage north and south pro-
vide different benefits.  Northern storage provides a dry 
season benefit as a water supply for Lake O and the Ca-
loosahatchee.  Southern storage in the EAA provides a 
wet season benefit to the lake and estuaries as it creates an 
outlet from the lake.  Southern storage allows water to be 
moved out of the lake, thereby reducing harmful estuary 
discharges. As the water is moved further south it pro-
vides the water needed by the Everglades and Florida Bay.    

The additional outlet south protects the communi-
ties around the lake by taking pressure off the Herbert 
Hoover Dike, reducing a risk of dike breach.  Storage 
south also provides additional water supply for agricul-
ture in the EAA.  

Estuary discharges cannot be reduced if there isn’t 
another outlet from the lake.  The land needed for 
southern storage is approximately 10% of the land in the 
EAA.  Southern storage will not eliminate the communi-
ties south of the lake.  

Water Quality:  Storage north can accomplish some 
limited water quality treatment to improve the quality 
flowing into the lake but much more treatment is needed 
at the sources where pollution is generated  to solve the 

large nutrient loading to the lake from the north.   
Proactively treating pollution at its source is not only 

more efficient and economical, it's an issue of personal 
responsibility.  A dairy farmer should bear the economic 
burden and responsibility for capturing  and treating  pol-
luted runoff from his land instead of allowing it to flow 
untreated into surface canals, rivers and lakes where it be-
comes the taxpayers’ burden to fund the cleanup.   

Storage north also does not address the very high pol-
lution levels already in the lake.  

Taxpayers have spent millions of dollars to build wa-
ter quality treatment areas south of the lake to clean water 
going into the Everglades.  Without significant flows out 
of the lake that publicly funded infrastructure is predomi-
nantly treating agricultural runoff from the EAA.  With 
storage south that treatment capacity could be used pri-
marily to treat lake water.   

In the final analysis both north and south storage are 
needed.  Neither is expendable but only southern stor-
age provides a significant reduction of harmful estuary 
discharges and provides water quality treatment to move 
clean water south to the Everglades and Florida Bay, af-
fecting real restoration.

This past year we have seen the full page ads and read the opinions in the paper about how Everglades restoration 
is only going to benefit “rich coastal” folks while devastating the inland communities.  Following are some Myths and 
Facts to provide you more information and a better context for the truth.    

Legislative Session -- Continued from Page 5

Myth vs. Fact

More Myths and Facts on Page 8

Beer in the Bushes   
April 15

at the Nature Center

Presenting Sponsor
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For 18 months in 2014 and 2015, the children of 
Flint, Michigan, drank water that was poisoning them 
– all while the government agencies responsible for their 
drinking water closed their eyes, pointed fingers and made 
light their concerns. 

As Flint’s residents complained about the color, taste 
and odor of their water, their city government issued a 
news release that insisted, “Flint water is safe to drink.”

It was a monumental failure of government, one that 
exposed the arrogance and defensiveness of the agencies 
that citizens depended on to protect them.  

A similar pattern is emerging here in Florida, where 
public health has been put at risk by outbreaks of “blue-
green algae” in the Caloosahatchee and St Lucie.  The al-
gae is more than just unsightly and smelly: it is also harm-
ful to humans and animals.

The algae outbreaks happen when billions of gallons of excess 
phosphorus and nitrogen-laden water from Lake Okeechobee 
are discharged into the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee rivers. 

Last year, the algae forced Gov. Rick Scott to declare 
a “State of Emergency” for 242 days; but that did not 
stop the discharges. Families with young children had to 
abandon their homes along the St. Lucie.  Workers at one 
marina were forced to wear respirators. 

Considering the magnitude of the environmental and eco-
nomic disaster – not to mention its public health consequences 
– and the unwelcome national news it generated - one would 
expect bold and decisive action from the Governor’s office.  

Instead, Gov. Rick Scott pointed fingers. He blamed 
the discharges on the federal government. He did so even 
while ignoring the appeals of elected local leaders, residents 
and taxpayers, to accelerate the planning of the one project 
that can reduce damaging lake discharges to the estuaries 
and provide water for the Everglades and Florida Bay; the 
Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) Reservoir.  The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers has recognized the critical value 
of this CERP project and agreed to begin right away, but 
they need the South Florida Water Management District 
(District) to participate.  They have declined. 

Modeling of water movement by the Everglades Foun-
dation demonstrates that the EAA reservoir provides the 
unique opportunity to reduce high lake levels and estu-

ary discharges by 50% while also  providing needed water 
supply for the Everglades and Florida Bay. 

In contrast storage north of the lake will provide a 
benefit during dry seasons as a water supply for Lake 
Okeechobee but in wet seasons it can only  reduce dam-
aging estuary discharges by 6% and provides no water for 
the Everglades or Florida Bay. 

For over 20 years engineering studies and reports of 
Everglades restoration have been consistent and clear:  
additional storage throughout the greater Everglades is 
needed and storage in the EAA is crucial to reducing dam-
aging lake discharges to the estuaries and providing water 
for the Everglades and Florida Bay. The plans have been 
evaluated by independent scientists at the National Acad-
emy of Sciences and the UF Water Policy Institute. 

When the internationally-respected National Acad-
emy of Sciences last month warned that Florida needs 
more water storage than the Central Everglades Restora-
tion Plan (CERP) identified 17 years ago, the District is-
sued a news release that called the National Academy’s 
warnings “irresponsible” and “saturated in self-interest.”  

Since 1863, the National Academy of Sciences has 
provided independent, objective information to the na-
tion on matters related to science and technology.  Almost 
500 members of the Academy have won Nobel Prizes and 
the Academy publishes one of the world’s premiere inter-
national journals of original research.

Just like the government agencies in Flint, the Dis-
trict - tasked by the Florida legislature with responsibility 
for managing and protecting our state’s water resources - 
seems focused on attacking the messengers.  

We need a workable plan now.  We need the Gover-
nor and District to stop blaming and attacking others and 
engage in civil, constructive discourse to stop the harm.  
We can have different opinions and disagree but it should 
never stop the dialogue.  

Florida taxpayers and voters have waited long enough: 
this crisis is too great, the goal of Everglades restoration 
too critical, for finger pointing and name-calling.  

Instead of mimicking the tactics of their counterparts 
in Flint, we ask Gov. Scott and his appointees to start a col-
laborative dialogue. We can do better.  We must do better.  

Guest Opinion in Local Papers
SCCF Natural Resource Policy Director, Rae Ann Wessel’s  Op Ed, below, was written in response to the South Florida 

Water Management District’s series of attacks on private citizens and nonprofit organizations through press releases.  In re-
sponse to this guest opinion, the District called out SCCF and continued their attack on the Everglades Foundation.  We urge 
the District to stop this inane practice of name calling and instead use taxpayers’ dollars to work collaboratively for everyone’s 
benefit.  We need open minds to arrive at water solutions.
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Myth: reStore herbert hoover dike to 
Store more water in lake o So 
we don’t need more land

Fact:  The current Lake Regulation Schedule man-
ages the lake between 12.5'-15.5' a critical range of water 
levels that supports the living system of the marsh along 
the western shore of the Lake.  The marsh provides habi-
tat in the lake for fish and invertebrates that feed the en-
tire aquatic ecosystem.  The marsh filters the water both 
in the lake and the water that flows west into the Caloo-
sahatchee from Lake O.  

Raising water levels would drown and kill the marsh, 
resulting in increased nutrient pollution and no water 
quality treatment.  Higher water levels in the lake would 
increase the volume and duration of water releases to the 
Caloosahatchee and St Lucie.   

Myth: GladeS communitieS have “Given 
up” over 100,000 acreS of land

Fact:  All the land in the EAA that has been con-
verted from agriculture  was offered by willing sellers and 
purchased for fair market value.  In fact these lands were 
needed  to provide water quality treatment.  Today, ap-
proximately 80%  of these treatment areas are treating 
stormwater runoff from the EAA, not Lake water.  

Agriculture is  not required to store and treat their 
own stormwater like urban areas are.  Instead they have 
the option to sign up for Best Management Practices   
(BMP) which provides them a "presumption of compli-
ance" in meeting water quality standards.  

Myth: coaStal reSidentS and ever-
GladeS advocateS want to elimi-
nate aGriculture, and take aG-
ricultural land and jobS, and 
flood communitieS

Fact:    The land  identified in the EAA for a storage 
reservoir  was part of the 1990s Restudy and  CERP plan 
that agricultural interests were involved in developing 
over 17 years ago.  This is NOT a new plan, or attempt to 
eliminate agriculture.   The EAA land needed for storage, 
treatment and conveyance   is 60,000 acres, less than 10% 
of the  700,000 acre EAA.

Seven years ago U.S. Sugar Corporation offered to sell 
the state 187,000 acres calling it one of the most important 

opportunities to advance Everglades restoration.

Myth: movinG water South will Solve all 
the calooSahatchee’S problemS

Fact:  Today the Caloosahatchee swings between 
too much and too little water.  Historically the Caloo-
sahatchee's  freshwater supply came from springs in the 
river and ground water seepage.   Since the 1960s dredg-
ing widened and deepened the river to 25 ft deep springs 
no longer supply fresh water and excess pumping has 
reduced groundwater seepage to the river leaving us de-
pendant  upon freshwater releases from Lake Okeechobee 
during the dry season and drought.   

The SFWMD determined after the 2005 floods that 
the Caloosahatchee watershed needs +450,000 AF of stor-
age/retention to capture freshwater for dry season supply 
to the estuary.  The C43 West Basin Reservoir currently 
under construction and expected to be completed in 2022 
is the only significant planned storage in the watershed.  
It's 170,000 acre feet will not provide significant wet 
season storage but is designed to address approximately  
30% of the capacity needed to provide dry season flows. 

The Caloosahatchee will most likely always be de-
pendent upon Lake O to provide freshwater during 
dry seasons. 

Myth: the water quality problem comeS 
from north of the lake, not South

Fact:    Today the majority of polluted nutrient load-
ing into Lake O is coming into the Lake from the north.  
Inadequate water quality treatment at sources and historic 
runoff of untreated water from around the lake as well as 
backpumping  of water from the EAA over decades cre-
ated  the significant legacy of nutrient problem we are 
dealing with today.   South of the lake requirements to re-
duce nutrient pollution and a prohibition on the routine 
practice of backpumping  untreated water into the lake 
have reduced pollution from the south.  

Significant water quality treatment capacity is needed 
everywhere in the system.  More importantly stricter re-
quirements  to prevent pollution by treating water at its 
source is needed.  State standards allow agriculture  to self 
regulate and be considered "in compliance" with water 
quality standards as long as they are signed up for Best 
Management Practices (BMP).    North of the lake there 
is little treatment capacity, south of  lake significant water 
quality treatment has been built and more is being added 

See Myths/Facts on Page 11
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Above left:  Barbara Chappell and Lucas Century win.  Above right:  4.5 Mens Doubles Winners (from left) Helmut Peters, 
Dave Petrick, Tom Rizzo, Lucas Century (the “rat pack”).  Photos courtesy Blackwood Tennis Academy

The 25th Annual SCCF Tennis Tournament at the Dunes was a great success.  Some players have swung their rack-
ets in support of SCCF every year since the first event.  It was an intimate gathering of old and new SCCF friends.  
Thanks to all our sponsors, volunteers, and players — we are nothing without you!  Nick Blackwood of the Black-
wood Tennis Academy rocks!

In 1980 the SCCF Research Committee built and 
installed 50 barn owl nest boxes on the islands to bring 
the barn owls them back.  The owls left when island ag-
riculture was abandoned… no more barns to nest in and 
much less open areas in which to hunt their favorite prey 
… rats.  

Within three months the owls had returned and the 
first box occupied was at the SCCF Nature Center.  Barn 
owls continued to nest at the Nature Center for the next 
25 years and then they were gone!

For the first time since 2005 a barn owl has been spot-
ted at the Nature Center.  After finding an owl pellet , 
the barn owl was photographed by trail camera sitting on 
the covered bridge  behind the nature center.  This sum-
mer, habitat management enlarged the center tract grass 
swales… more open space to hunt those rats!

 - Dee Serage-Century

Barn Owls Are Back at SCCF!

25th Annual Tennis Tournament
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The sanderling is easily the most 
abundant bird seen on Sanibel’s gulf 
beaches. These tiny shorebirds can 
be found in small groups or in flocks 
numbering up to several hundred. 
They are typically seen running be-
tween the waves. 

What most people do not know 
about sanderlings is that they are long 
distance migrants that nest in the high 
arctic regions of Canada.  During 
the winter they are very widespread, 
and can be found on sandy beaches 
around the world.  Sanderlings are 
found year-round on Sanibel, as there 
are small groups of non-breeding in-
dividuals that do not migrate. They 
are much more abundant here during 
spring and fall migration and through 
the winter months. 

Some of these birds are captured 
and given unique band combinations 
to help researchers better understand 
their life history. In April 2016, our 
shorebird biologist and intern located 
a banded individual on Sanibel with a 
white leg flag bearing the code “A52”. 
The Canadian Wildlife Service was 
kind enough to respond with infor-
mation about this bird. A52 was cap-
tured on its breeding grounds in Polar 
Bear Pass National Wildlife Area on 
Bathurst Island in Nunavut, Canada – 
over 3,400 miles away.  In 2015, A52’s 
nest successfully produced 4 chicks, 

and it returned again to nest in 2016. 
Another banded individual bear-

ing the code “P03” on its flag was 
first seen on Sanibel in April 2016, 
and was observed again in August 
2016. P03 was originally banded by 
researchers from the University of 
Saskatchewan at a migratory stopover 
location in Chaplin Lake, Canada- 
2,500 miles away from Sanibel.  A mi-
gratory stopover site is a place where 
birds congregate in large groups to 
rest and feed en route to their breed-
ing or wintering grounds. 

It is crucial that these birds are 

able to rest and eat and replenish their 
fat reserves before and after making 
their incredible migrations. When-
ever possible, try to avoid flushing 
groups of shorebirds on the beach by 
walking around the group rather than 
through it. Additionally, never let 
children or dogs run through flocks 
of shorebirds. 

If you have any questions about 
the shorebirds of Sanibel Island or 
about banded birds, please contact 
the shorebird biologist via e-mail at: 
shorebirds@sccf.org 

Above:  P03 was banded in 2015 in Canada, and spends its winters on Sanibel 
(photo taken in April 2016).  Below left:  Sanderlings take flight.  Below right:  
Photo of the nest of A52 from 2015, compliments of the Canadian Wildlife Service.

Sanderlings on Sanibel
By Audrey Albrecht, Biologist and Shorebird Coordinator
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to meet Federal court order to clean water going into the 
Everglades.  The majority of the nutrient loading of these 
treatment areas is coming   from EAA runoff.  

Myth: eStuary water quality problem 
iS from SepticS, not lake o

Fact:    The SFWMD Watershed Protection Plan 
report identifies 60% of N (nitrogen) loading coming 
into the Caloosahatchee from Lake Okeechobee and the 
highest loading of N & P (phosphorus) is coming from 

upstream, east of the Franklin Lock in east Lee County.
The 2016 toxic blue-green bloom started in Lake 

Okeechobee and moved downstream with Lake discharges.
Septic tanks are being addressed  by local governments 

with Fort Myers Beach having converted to central sewer 
over 30 years ago, the City of Sanibel has nearly com-
pleted conversion of septics and the City of Cape Coral is 
making progress as well. 

Ecosystems in south Florida are all impacted by lega-
cy nutrients and it will take all sectors of the community 
to reduce and restore clean water.

Myths/Facts -- Continued from Page 8

Stephen Brown’s Native Plant School at SCCF

Monday, April 3
Wednesday, April 5

$45 for both days

Registration through
Lee County at
Eventbrite.com

For more info:
Stephen Brown
brownsh@leegov.com
239/850-4184
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Bailey hoMeSTeaD:  Making The lanD Work

This one-hour walking tour of the Bailey Homestead Pre-
serve blends SCCF’s mission-driven work on the historic 
property, the history of the land itself and some stories 
about the Bailey family, which farmed the land for three 
generations.  Wednesdays at 10 a.m.  No reservations.  1300 
Periwinkle Way, meet at the Conservation Gateway Kiosk at 
the head of the Shipley Trail, near the entrance.  Call Kristie 
or Dee at 472-2329 for more information.  Free to members 
and children.  $5 for non-members.  

a BaSil TaSTing aT The garDen CenTer
After failing to grow sweet basil, Dee discovered a Florida 
native basil and began growing it.  Next she found Tulsi 
or Holy Basil, great in tea as well as pesto.  At ECHO 
in North Fort Myers, she found African tree basic.  Bees 
love them!  Learn more about these disease-resistant basils 
and try them out.  Basils are for sale and propagation info 
is available.  Wednesday, March 8 at 11 a.m.  Meet in the 
Pavilion at the Bailey Homestead Preserve.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

Bayou & BeaCh Walk aT BoWMan’S BeaCh
Meet your SCCF guide at Bowman’s Beach for a 1.6 
mile walk across the bayou, along the beach and then 
return on the path to learn about the coastal habitat, 
nesting shorebirds and other wildlife as well as the his-
tory of this ever changing area.  Meet at the children’s 
playground near the bridge by 8:30 am and plan to re-
turn at 10 am.  Hourly parking fee is required without 
a resident sticker.  Tuesday, March 7 and 21 at 8:30 a.m. 
Meet at Bowman’s Beach. 

BoBCaT TaleS

“Bobcat: Master of Survival” is how author Kevin Hansen 
describes Lynx rufus.  While other wild feline species are 
in trouble, bobcats seem to be flourishing through most 
of their North American  range and this adaptable feline’s 
ability to survive close to humans is one of the reasons for 
the bobcat’s success.  Rats and mice can make up to 40% 
of the bobcat’s diet.  Wednesday, March 29 at 10 a.m. in 
the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

BuTTerflieS, naTive pollinaTorS & garDening

Join Dee at the Native Landscapes & Garden Center to 
learn which native plants will attract native pollinators.  
Both nectar and larval plants will be discussed and for 
sale. Design and installation services are available through 
the SCCF Native Landscapes and Garden Center.  Friday, 
March 3 at 10 a.m. at the Bailey Homestead Preserve. Please 
call 472-2329 to reserve your space.  Meet under the Pavilion. 
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members. 

CalooSahaTChee oxBoW & riverlore CruiSe
Come with us to experience the historic meanders of the 
upriver Caloosahatchee on this 2.5-hour cruise guided by 

Rae Ann Wessel. Departs at 1 p.m. from the W.P. Frank-
lin Lock & Dam Park off SR 80 in Olga.  Advance reser-
vations and payment required.  $45 per person.  Space is 
limited, call 472-2329.  Cruise dates on Sundays in 2017 
are:  March 12, April 9, and May 14 (Mother’s Day).

CapTiva CruiSeS
SCCF has a partnership with Captiva Cruises that offers a 
variety of waterborne experiences: The Dolphin & Wild-
life Adventure Cruise narrated by SCCF Docents (4:00-
5:30 daily), Cayo Costa State Park Beach & Shelling 
Cruise, Lunch Cruises to Cabbage Key, Useppa Island, 
Tarpon Lodge on Pine Island with the Calusa Indian 
Mound Trail, Boca Grande on Gasparilla Island and Sun-
set Cruises.  Call Captiva Cruises for reservations and ad-
ditional information. 472-5300.  www.captivacruises.com.

SCCf@50:  helping To Save paraDiSe
The preservation of the islands has been the result of pre-
scient efforts by many. We stand on the shoulders of conser-
vation giants. The talk features SCCF’s 50 years and includes 
many of the key steps islanders taken over the past century; 
creation of the Refuge; formation of the City of Sanibel; and 
what lies ahead with most pressing issues for the future of 
these emeralds in the sea. Tuesday, March 21 at 1 p.m.  Cost 
of the program is $5 per adult, with members and children at-
tending for free. 

ConServaTion phoTography:  eThiCS in praCTiCe
With the rise of digital cameras and smartphones, the world 
of photography has been made accessible to just about ev-
eryone but our ecosystems are fragile. Learn about conser-
vation photography and what considerations to keep in 
mind when photographing the wildness around us. SCCF 
Public Outreach Coordinator Alexis Horn is a published 
professional photographer eager to share her knowledge 
and passion for this subject.  Thursday, March 23 at 10 a.m. 
in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, 
with members and children attending for free.

DeepWaTer horizon:  DiSpaTCheS froM The gulf

SCCF is presenting a documentary on the Deepwater Ho-
rizon, Dispatches from the Gulf at the Sanibel Community 
House. Followed by brief presentations and panel discus-
sion about the findings and current research in the Gulf re-
lated to the Deepwater horizon.  Panelists are Dr. Michael 
Parsons, Professor, Florida Gulf Coast University; and Dr. 
Marie DeLorenzo Research Toxicologist, NOAA, Charles-
ton, SC.  Thursday, March 23. Doors open at 6:30 pm; pro-
gram begins at 7.  At Sanibel Community House, 2173 Peri-
winkle Way.

finDing hoMe:  a SenSe of plaCe
Kristie Anders will lead the conversation and facilitate 
short activities intended to enhance people’s sense of place. 
Not your normal nature lecture, this interactive program is 
designed reveal some of spirit, heart and soul that resides 
in the nature of the islands. Curious? Join in the discourse  

SCCF March 2017  Program Schedule

Continued on Page 14



Page 14

SCCF March 2017  Program Schedule
Wednesday, March 22 at 1 pm. in the SCCF auditorium. 
Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with members and chil-
dren attending for free.

floriDa CroCoDileS WiTh CharleS leBuff

Presentation by author Charles LeBuff about the biology 
and historical aspects of Florida’s American crocodile and 
this animal’s ecological relationship to Sanibel-Captiva in 
a changing environment. Nature Center, Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation. Followed by a book-signing 
(Florida’s Crocodile). Wednesday, March 15 at 10 a.m. in the 
SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per adult, with 

members and children attending for free.

floriDa panTherS anD WilDlife CorriDorS
Florida panthers are the rarest mammals in North America 
– and their future depends on wildlife corridors.  While 
not found on Sanibel, they play an important role in main-
taining the ecosystems of Southwest Florida. The last few 
years have seen record-breaking panther deaths, but there 
is hope in protecting their habitat and allowing the elusive 
cat to spread north into its historic habitat. Prior to joining 
us, SCCF Public Outreach Coordinator Alexis Horn ran 
the Sierra Club’s Florida Panther program. Join her to learn 
about what makes Florida panthers unique and why they 
are so vital to our environment.  Wednesday, March 14 at 10 
a.m. in the SCCF auditorium. Cost of the program is $5 per 
adult, with members and children attending for free.

gaTor & CroCoDile TaleS
The biology of alligators and crocodiles is an ancient tale of 
survival.  Florida’s history of gators and humans is closely inter-
twined.  Learn about these living dinosaurs and what we must 
do to ensure our safety and their survival on the islands.  Wednes-
day, March 1 at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center.  Cost of the program 
is $5 per adult, with members and children attending for free.

huMan uSeS of floriDa naTive planTS

Did you know that Henry Ford stuffed the seats of his cars 
with the air plant, Spanish moss, or that Thomas Edison 
used the giant native Seaside Goldenrod for electrical con-
ductivity experiments? Calusa fishermen of the past used 
the poisonous saponins in certain native plants to harvest 
their fish. Monday, March 20 at 10 a.m. at the Native Land-
scapes and Garden Center at the Bailey Homestead preserve. 
Free to members and children, $5 for non-members.

ShoreBirDS of SaniBel & CapTiva
Join SCCF biologists to learn about the shorebird species 
that nest on our beaches, including snowy plovers, least 
terns and wilson’s plovers.  SCCF has been monitoring 
beach nesting biards on Sanibel since 2002.  Learn how 
you can safely share the beach and help us protect our 
feathered friends.  Thursday, March 9 and 23 at 2 p.m.  Free 
to members and children, $5 for non-members.

Making Sun Tea froM The garDen
Join Dee at the Native Landscapes & Garden Center for a 
Sun Tea Tasting and Garden Walk.  A few of the Florida 
native plants used for tea that are growing in the gardens 
include Goldenrod, Passionvine, and Yaupon Holly.  Grow-
ing in the Herb and Tea garden are lemongrass, Tulsi Basil, 
and Hibiscus sabdarifa.  All of these plants can be purchased 
as packaged tea.  Add a sprig of native mint from the gar-
den plus a squeeze of  lime and take a sip.  We will sweeten 
our iced tea with Mangrove and Seagrape honey from SCCF 
preserves.   Enjoy the tea and learn about the history of the 
human use of Florida’s Native plants during the garden walk.  
Wednesday, March 22 at 11 a.m. Meet in the Pavilion.  Free to 
members and children, $5 for non-members.

naTive planT SChool — STephen BroWn
 Join Stephen Brown from IFAS Extension/University of 
Florida for a two-day workshop at SCCF’s Nature Cen-
ter, “Native Plant School:  Identification and Uses.”  See 
flyer on Page 11 for details.  Registration is through Lee 
County, on Eventbrite.  Monday, April 9 and Wednesday, 
April 5 in the Nature Center auditorium (with a trip to 
Bowman’s Beach).  Sessions start at 9 a.m. and run to 
4 (4:15 on Monday).  $45 for both days.  SCCF’s Dee 
Serage-Century and Jenny Evans will be speaking as part 
of the program.  

Tank Talk
The Nature Center has educational ambassadors living in 
tanks.  Meet Indie the Indigo Snake, Lucky the softshell 
turtle and Sam the Florida snapping turtle. There are also 
beautiful diamondback terrapins (2 babies and 4 adults) 
and a mangrove saltmarsh snake swimming in tanks plus 
mud turtles, peninsula cooter and a slider.  Take a tour 
with a biologist to learn about the SCCF research projects 
associated with these local critters.   Friday, March 10 and 
24 at 10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Cost is $5 per 
adult, with members and children free.

TiDeS, CurrenTS & floriDa Shelf
Whether it is shelling, fishing, boating, birding or just 
enjoying the view of the water, tides and currents affect 
most of our lives daily.  Have you ever wondered why the 
islands sometimes have just one tide a day or why you can 
see sea grasses when the tide chart says it is high tide?  In 
the past few years more people have become aware of the 
Florida Shelf. Where is it and why is it important?  This is 
an introduction how water behaves as the earth spins, the 
moon orbits and the winds blow. Tuesday, March 7 and 28 
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at 1 p.m. Members and children 17 and under are free. Cost 
is $5 per adult, with members and children free.

Trail WalkS: explore SaniBel’S inTerior WeTlanDS
Sanibel Island is a unique barrier island in Florida because 
it still has an interior freshwater wetland ecosystem that 
has not been lost to development.  Join us for a guided 
walk through the interior wetlands and mid-island ridges 
of the Center Tract with discussion of native habitats, 
natural and cultural history and preservation efforts.  
Trail walks begin on January 24 and will be offered through 
April 21 on Tuesday through Thursday at 11 a.m.  Meet at 
the Nature Center and proceed to the trails.  $5 for non-
members; free to members and children.   

TurTle TraCkS
Sanibel Island had one of the first sea turtle monitoring 
programs in the country.  Learn about the life cycles and 

habits of the sea turtles and shorebirds that nest on our 
beaches, SCCF’s monitoring activities, and what we are 
doing to protect them.  Thursday, March 2, 16 and 30 at 
10 a.m. in the Nature Center auditorium.  Free to members 
and children, $5 for non-members.

WeeDS anD SeeDS
We are a group of amateur botanists who enjoy finding and 
identifying native plants on Sanibel.  Our walks, visiting dif-
ferent locations on Sanibel, last for two hours, and are guid-
ed by a leader with a plant list.  The group will meet at the 
Nature Center porch.  Depending on the location visited, 
you may need parking money.  Please bring a hat, water, sun-
block and comfortable enclosed shoes with socks.  Monday, 
March 13 and 27.  Meet at the Nature Center at 8:45 a.m., at 
the base of the porch and carpool to the site.  Walks are free but 
donations to SCCF are welcome.

Sanibel School 3rd graders recently explored the Pick Preserve with Environmental Education Richard Finkel.
Sanibel School at the Pick Preserve

When I think of Florida in the spring, I cannot help but picture the red flowers 
of the Coral Bean (Erythrina herbacea).  I think it is because the plant is often leaf-
less at the time it flowers, making the blaze of color even more noticeable.  It is also 
one of the first plants to flower in the spring, and the red splashes are easily visible as 
you drive around the islands.  Though our Florida spring is not associated with rain 
showers (as the wet season is still typically several months off ), I am always amazed 
that in our climate, our native plants expend tons of energy producing new flowers 
and leaves at the height of the dry season.  The fresh green colors (one of my favorites 
being the new leaves on seagrape) impart a different perspective to the forest.  Walks 
through the woods are full of new life, and it is a great time to get out and explore 
our plants up close and personal.  The Shipley Trail at the Bailey Homestead is a 
wonderful and accessible place to begin your journey, and we invite you to visit and 
enjoy a spring day! 
 - Jenny Evanss, Native Landscapes & Garden Center Manager

Notes from the Homestead
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March 2017 Member Update

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 839
Sanibel, FL  33957

Nature Center Hours:
Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. from October - May
 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. from June - September     
Native Landscapes & Garden Center Hours:
at 1300 Periwinkle Way, Bailey Homestead Preserve
Monday - Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday from 10 a.m. — 3 p.m. (January through April)

SCCF Nature Center
3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road 

(1 mile west of Tarpon Bay Road) / P.O. Box 839, Sanibel 33957    
SCCF Nature Center and Main Telephone:  

(239) 472-2329         Fax:  (239) 472-6421         www.sccf.org          blog.sccf.org   

Native Landscapes & Garden Center:  (239) 472-1932 (at the Bailey Homestead Preserve)
Marine Laboratory:  (239) 395-4617     

Wildlife & Habitat Management:  (239) 472-3984

  •  Trails & Observation Tower             •  Butterfly House  
•  Education Center 

$5/adult, children under 17 free, members free.

•	 Environmental	Education	
•	 Land	Acquisition	&	Stewardship
•		Marine	Research
•		Natural	Resource	Policy
•	 Native	Landscapes	&	Garden	Center
•	 Sea	Turtles	&	Shorebirds
•	 Wildlife	&	Habitat	Management

Robin Krivanek
Diane Neitzel
Mary Ellen Pfeifer

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, 3333 Sanibel-Captiva Road, P.O. Box 839, Sanibel, FL  33957  Tel. (239) 472-2329    www.sccf.org    

Gwenda Hiett-Clements - President
John Morse - Vice President
Doug Ryckman - Treasurer    

Linda Uhler - Secretary

Member Update Contributors

Erick Lindblad - Executive Director

Alex Horn 
Chris Lechowicz
Erick Lindblad 

Eric Milbrandt
Karen Nelson

Dee Serage

Board of Trustees  2017
Claude Crawford, Ph.D.
Chauncey Goss
Shelley Marcelli Greggs
Sandy Gross

Thomas A. Rathbone 
Paul Roth
Richard Shipley

Kristie Anders
Cheryl Giattini

Jenny Evans

Visit our Nature Center 

Find the latest real-time water quality readings from 
our RECON sensors at www.recon.sccf.org

SCCF is dedicated to the conservation of 
coastal	habitats	and	aquatic	resources	

on Sanibel and Captiva and 
in the surrounding watershed through:

Twitter: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Instagram: 
@SCCF_SWFL

Facebook: 
SCCF

Sign up for our blog at  www.blog.sccf.org


